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INTRODUCTION. 


These  sketches  are  a  summary  or  digest  of  observations 
made  during  a  residence  of  nearly  three  years  in  Spain, 
with  the  eiLception  of  a  few  weeks  during  the  heats.  Some 
of  the  various  subjects  were  originally  objects  of  enquiry, 
and  others  offered  themselves  as  acquaintance  with  the 
country  gave  increased  facilities  of  examination.  There 
^ill  be  found  descriptive  tours  in  various  parts,  some  of 
which  are  very  Uttle  known  even  to  the  natives,  and  have 
never  been  noticed  by  the  travellers  who  have  given 
accounts  of  the  country,  andiiave  generally  followed  pretty 
nearly  the  same  track  with  each  other. 

An  analysis  of  the  mode  of  governing,  which  is  very 
little  known  out  of  Spain,  and  the  strange  composition  of 
different  branches  of  the  government  The  military  and 
civil  branches  of  administration,  the  clergy  and  monks,  and 
ecclesiastical  establishment,  and  revenues.  The  manners 
of  the  people.  The  robbers,  and  system  pursued  by  that 
race  of  people.     The  commerce  and  revenue,  with  an  ac- 
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count  of  some  curious  miners  of  raisingthe  revenue,  closely 
connected  with  the  modes  used  in  the  East  An  account  of 
the  marbles,  wines,  horses,  and  mines,  in  their  economical 
point  of  view. 

There  is  a  descriptive  sketch  of  the  rise,  progress,  decay, 
and  revival  of  the  architecture,  with  notices  of  the  best  ar- 
chitects. The  sculpture  is  arranged,  and  an  historical 
account  given  of  its  progress,  from  the  earliest  time  up 
to  the  present,  with  notices  of  the  sites  where  the  best  works 
of  each  author  are  to  be  found.  A  similar  notice  of  the 
painters,  on  the  same  plan,  giving  a  complete  sketch  of 
all  the  schools  in  both  branches,  in  which  scarcely  a  good 
member  of  either  is  wanting. 

The  last  division  of  the  work  treats  of  natural  history. 
In  it  will  be  found,  an  account  of  the  forests  of  Spain, 
including  the  Pyrenees,  and  a  notice  of  the  natural  tree 
v^etation  throughout  the  country,  with  their  zones  or 
degrees  of  elevation,  and  some  species  either  new  or  very 
little  known. 

A  short  summary  of  the  ornithology,  and  a  notice  of  the 
species  which  came  under  notice,  of  which  there  is  none 
to  be  met  with.  The  conclusion  is  a  general  view  of  the 
geological  structure  of  the  greater  part  of  Spain,  a  great 
deal  of  which  is  new,  or  only  imperfectly  known.  The  chap- 
ters on  forests  and  geology  have  illustrative  plans  to  facilitate 
their  explanation. 

These  subjects  are  treated  distinctly,  so  as  to  condense 
and  bring  them  separately  under  the  view  of  tlie  reader, 
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without  travelling  backwards  and  forwards,  unconnectedly, 
as  he  most  have  otherwise  done.  For  example,  al  Gra- 
nada, there  is  General  Description,  Architecture,  Painting, 
Sculpture,  Geology,  and  some  other  miscellaneous  informa- 
tion. In  treating  these  subjects  seriatim,  they  would  be 
mixed  up  with  similar  articles  in  several  other  places,  and 
the  whole  made  less  intelligible  than  by  the  present  plan. 
The  utmost  care  has  been  taken  to  condense  and  concen- 
trate; otherwise,  it  is  clear,  the  work  would  have  been  very 
much  extended,  which  it  has  been  the  object  to  avoid. 

It  need  not  be  remarked  to  any  one  who  has  sought  for 
information  respecting  this  country,  how  complete  a  blank 
it  is  in  most  of  the  branches  treated  of.  This  reason 
only  has  induced  the  offering  these  notices,  which  may, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  guide  the  enquiries  of  those  who  seek  for 
it,  until  better  or  more  ample  descriptions  are  found;  the 
work  being  exactly  as  it  is  named,  and  not  at  all  intended 
as  general  essays  or  regular  disquisitions. 

The  author  has  been  guided  in  his  enquiries  solely  by 
native  authorities,  either  in  written  documents  or  in  oral 
information,  which  may  be  obtained  in  considerable  quan- 
tity by  those  who  take  time  to  acquire  the  language  and 
live  with  the  people,  who  are  the  most  communicative  and 
intelligent  in  the  world,  when  once  acquainted  with 
tbem,  and  the  most  disposed  to  forward  the  views  of  those 
who  may  seek  for  information,  of  any  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  who  have  successively  passed  under  his  observation. 
The  obligations  conferred  in  this  manner,  and  in  a  series 
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of  the  greatest  kindness  in  the  power  of  a  humane  and  most 
poUshed  people  to  pay  to  a  stranger  who  had  no  other 
claim  on  them  than  the  judging  impartially  on  the  subjects 
relating  to  the .  country,  are  more  than  he  can  repay,  and 
must  for  ever  claim  his  warmest  gratitude. 

It  is  needless  to  observe  that  the  inaccuracies  of  the  state- 
ments in  circulation  respecting  this  country  are  very  great. 
The  more  amusing  and  best  written  of  the  books,  published 
of  late,  swarm  in  errors,  as  to  their^ac^^,  although  suffi- 
ciently pleasing  in  the  manner  of  writing.  The  French 
and  we  are  equally  to  blame  in  this,  and  it  is  to  be  the  more 
regretted^as  both  countries  halve  had  very  extensive  dealings 
with  Spain. 

Every  article  is  written  absolutely  as  the  subject  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  writer.  Not  a  piece  of  sculpture, 
painting,  or  any  other  is  mentioned  but  what  has  been  exa- 
mined, unless  where  otherwise  stated,  or,  as  in  some  places, 
it  was  necessary  to  fill  up  blanks,  or  round  the  information. 
These  cases  are  rare,  and  are  always  stated ;  the  author 
being  responsible  for  all  the  errors  contained  in  the 
work. 

A  number  of  these  subjects  may  be  thought  foreign  to 
the  professional  habits  of  a  naval  officer.  To  this  it  is 
only  necessary  to  observe,  that  every  one  is  master  of  bis 
own  time,  and  of  the  leisure  so  plentifully  afforded  in  these 
times  to  those  who  are  without  interest.  The  greater  part 
of  the  writer^s  life  has  been  passed  in  the  countries  where 
some  of  these  subjects  only  can  be  studied,  and  his  ae- 
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quaiataiiee  with  the  country  in  question  dates  from  his 
earliest  youth,  when  die  language  and  manners  of  the 
country  became  familiar  to  him.  In  other  respects,  had 
there  been  the  means,  the  longest  chapter  in  the  book  would 
have  hem  devoted  to  professional  subjects.  That  is  no 
longer  possible :  these  days  have  seen  the  annihilation  of  the 
mighty  engine  which  once  threatened  the  world,  and  many  of 
the  actors  in  these  catastrophes  are  living.  There  are  no 
longer  materials  for  writing  on  the  majestic  navy  of  Spain, 
which  has  followed  the  iate  of  so  many  of  her  machines  of 
power  and  greatness. 

Besides  the  persons  enumerated  in  the  work,  and  a  vast 
number  of  others  in  Spain,  the  author  has  to  express  his 
acknowledgments  to  Mr.Lindley,  secretary  to  the  Horticul- 
tural Society,  for  the  names  of  some  oaks;  and  to  Mr. 
Lonsdale,  secretary  to  the  Geological  Society,  for  those  of 
some  fossils  with  which  he  was  unacquainted.  It  is  need- 
lefiB  to  observe,  that  there  is  nothing  invidious  meant  in  the 
comparison  between  the  countries  occasionally  mentioned ; 
those  of  France  and  Enghmd  were  selected  as  the  most 
advanced,  in  order  to  show  their  relative  situation  with  a 
country  so  unfortunate  as  to  government,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  late  years,  as  Spain  has  been.  Every  individual 
mentioned  or  alluded  to,  is  so  merely  in  his  public  capacity, 
and  as  belonging,  in  some  degree,  to  history;  as  are  all 
(he  transactions  referred  to. 

The  delay  in  publication  of  these  sketches,  has  enabled 
that  part  relating  to  the  recent  changes  to  be  brought  up 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


xii  INTRODUCTION. 

to  a  comparatively  recent  period.  The  government  which 
is  depicted  as  ruling  at  the  time  these  observations  were 
made,  cannot  be  admired  by  any  Englishman ;  but  it  is  due 
to  justice  to  say,  that  the  author  had  no  personal  ground 
of  complaint  against  them.  In  all  his  dealings  with  them, 
they  behaved  as  became  the  head  of  a  great  and  polished 
people.  The  mutual  obligations  of  protection  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  respect  and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  the  country  on  the  other,  being  reciprocally  performed, 
they  parted  in  peace.  The  only  alteration  made,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  delay  of  publication,  besides  the  notes  on 
recent  changes,  is  the  substitution  in  a  few  places  of  was 
for  isy  to  denote  the  alterations  consequent  on  the  fall  of  the 
ministry  of  Calomarde.  It  might  otherwise  have  appeared 
to  those  unacquainted  with  the  country,  that  several  objec- 
tionable parts  of  that  time  still  existed. 

In  examining  the  details  of  society  and  government  in 
this  singular  country,  the  reader  has  to  bear  in  mind  that 
there  is  no  inconsiderable  mass  of  contradictions ;  of  ano- 
malies and  paradoxes;  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  with  stupidity  on  that  of  the  governors;  of  freedom 
and  of  slavery ;  of  rudeness  bordering  on  savage  life,  with  the 
highest  civilization.  The  jarring  operation  of  these  causes 
and  combinations  give  the  interest  to  this  country  which 
most  people  feel,  but  none  can  truly  appreciate  without 
having  witnessed  them.  The  inestimable  advantage  of  the 
varied  pursuits  of  which  these  sketches  are  the  outline,  was 
to  show  the  people,  as  under  no  other  circumstances  they 
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could  have  been  seen  to  the  same  degree ;  from  high  to 
low,  through  every  rank  and  class  of  society.  It  is  need- 
less to  remark  the  advantage  of  varying  the  studies  in  a 
country  like  this,  where  every  portion  has  its  share  of  in- 
terest, and  the  most  wild  and  dreary  regions  furnish  their 
quota  of  information  or  amusement. 

The  history  of  the  transactions  of  the  French  in  Spain, 
of  course,  alludes  to  times  past,  and  not  to  the  present  It 
would  be  impossible  to  form  any  idea  of  the  true  state  and 
prospects  of  the  Peninsula,  without  touching  on  them.  It 
would  be  uncandid  not  to  state  that  the  most  of  these  deal- 
ings are  not  the  subject  of  his  admiration.  They  are  how- 
ever past,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  ever,  and  his  individual 
sentiments  are,  that  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  gradual 
amelioration  of  the  governments  in  the  western  part  of  it, 
are  inseparably  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
good  understanding  at  present  existing  between  France 
and  England. 

So  iar  from  its  reflecting  on  the  present  order  of  things 
in  France,  his  conviction  is,  that  the  last  invasion  of  Spain 
is  one  of  many  other  acts,  which  lessen  the  regret  every 
one  would  naturally  feel  for  the  fall  of  the  elder  branch  of 
the  Bourbons,  whose  followers,  were  a  restoration  prac- 
ticable, woul  j,  at  no  distant  period,  infallibly  cause  a  similar 
catastrophe  to  recur. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

From  Madrid  to  CordoTa,  Granada,  Malaga,  Ronda,  and  Seville. 

I  entered  Spain  by  Bayoniie,  in  October,  1829;  and 
after  examining  the  capital,  the  sitios,  or  royal  resi- 
dences, and  other  objects  in  the  neighbourhood,  set  out 
for  Cordova  by  the  diligence.  We  took  up  a  part  of  the 
escort  outside  of  Madrid,  these  people  not  being  allowed 
to  enter  the  gates;  and  as  we  crossed  La  Mancha^  the 
nnmber  was  increased  by  horsemen,  until  it  presented  a 
formidable  appearance.  Amongst  the  equestrians,  who 
carried  each  two  carabines,  a  sabre,  pistols  and  other  arms, 
rode  the  famous  Polynario,  who,  like  most  of  the  others, 
was  a  reclaimed  bandit.  The  portion  of  them  who  sat  on 
the  roof  had  spare  muskets,  ranged  and  pointed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  any  traveller  looking  out  of  the  windows 
would,  in  case  of  their  going  off  accidentally,  have  been 
placed  in  imminent  danger. 

At  Andujar,  whilst  the  other  passengers  were  retiring  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  short  period  allotted  to  repose  in 
these  vehicles,  I  strolled  out  to  enjoy  the  first  delicious 
night  of  Andalusia.  On  returning,  I  found  all  the  guards 
spread  and  snoring  in  the  pa/70,  into  which  the  rooms 
I.  1 
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opened  in  the  oriental  manner,  each  with  his  whole  assort- 
ment of  arms  about  his  person,  ready  for  the  early  start 
of  morning.  Their  SalvatorJike  figures  (they  were  splendid 
men),  with  the  bright  moonlight,  had  a  striking  and  pic- 
turesque effect. 

No  place,  even  in  this  country,  where  there  are  so  many 
memorials  of  the  decay  of  ancient  grandemr,  is  more  cal- 
culated to  dissipate  any  favourable  anticipation  than  the 
celebrated  city  of  Cordova.  The  streets  are  narrow  and 
ill  paved,  convents  in  great  numbers,  the  beggars  in  stil) 
increasing  ratio.  Besides  innumerable  stragglers,  a  flying 
detachment,  of  about  fifty,  moved  from  place  to  place,  as  it 
suited  their  basking  in  the  sun,  or  supplies  were  expected. 

The  only  remains  of  industry  and  art  for  which  the  city 
was  so  celebrated  in  the  time  of  the  Moors,  are  the  trades 
of  silversmiths  and  leather-dressers;  vast  numbers  of  boot# 
and  shoes  are  sent  to  the  capital.  The  inn  was  wretched, 
and  there  was  no  cafe  or  place  of  amusement  of  any  kind. 
The  realistas^  or  royalist  volunteers,  a  corps  got  up  in  op- 
position to  the  constitutional  or  national  guards,  and  gene- 
rally composed  of  the  lowest  rabble,  were  in  great  force  in 
this  place,  which  is  celebrated  for  its  adherence  to  the  doc- 
trines of  pure  royaUsm,  and  has  a  superabundance  of  the 
class  which  is  generally  enrolled  in  that  body.  The  ca- 
thedral *  has  been  so  often  described,  that  a  detail  of  it  ia 
unnecessary;  even  in  its  altered  state,  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
greatest  architectural  curiosity  in  Europe;  the  effect  on 
entering,  the  intersections  of  twenty-nine  rowsofcolumns, 
with  nineteen  others,  the  dim  light  just  sufficient  to  shadow 
the  distances,  the  strange  effect  of  these  colonnades  over 
an  extent  of  600  feet  by  400,  and  with  the  height  of  only 
30,  cannot  be  described,  and  stands  unequalled.    In  the 

*  For  the  paintiags  in  thfi  cathedral,  &c.  see  School  or  Cordeva.]     , 
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<ime  of  the  Mahometans,  it  must  have  been  prodigiously 
greater;  die  entrance  to  the  patioj  or  enclosure  whidi  is 
infroDt,  was  not  in  the  centre,  as  described  in  the  books, 
bat  considerably  on  one  side,  no  doubt  to  give  greater  effect 
to  the  dark  wood  of  columns  which  presented  itself  to  the 
spectator  on  crosring  the  holy  threshold.    The  original 
gateway,  with  its  brazen  gates,  remains,  although  crowned 
b;  a  noble  but  mbplaced  tower  and  bdfry.    The  interco- 
hmmiations  on  the  outside  are  filled  up,  and  converted  into 
duipeb;  instead  of  the  flat  and  uniform  roof  which  over- 
spread it,  and  increased  the  effect  by  its  dark  colour,  the 
eokmiades  are  now  surmounted  by  whitewashed  bove- 
diUy  or  arches,  which  contribute  only  to  show  the  defects 
of  the  proportions  which  the  darkness  before  concealed. 
Many  lanterns  and  cupolas  have  been  opened  throughout, 
aadadd  still  more  to  the  departure  from  the  views  of  the 
Moorish  architects;  these  evils  are  however  trifling,  and 
migfat  be  easily  remedied;  the  fatal  error  was  the  building 
(hedioir  which  occupies  thecentre.  This  is  a  Gothic  church, 
reared  amidst  the  forest  of  columns,  to  serve  as  a  place  for 
the  Cabildo  to  celebrate  their  ceremonies.    In  its  original 
state  certainly  it  was  not  suited  to  christian  worship,  much 
leas  to  the  pompous  ceremonial  of  the  Spanish  Church ;  but 
the  choir  might  have  been  built  in  the  patio  where  there 
is  ample  room,  and  this  extraordinary  and  wonderful  pro- 
duction of  the  Arabs  left  untouched  to  serve  as  cloisters  or  ad- 
juncts.   During  the  alteration  of  the  building,  which  did 
not  take  place  until  some  centuries  after  the  conquest,  a  dis- 
pote  arose  between  the  authorities;  the  AyuntamientOj  or 
corporation  of  the  city,  denying  the  right  of  the  Cabildo^  or 
chapter,  to  make  such  arrangements.   It  was  referred  when 
too  late  to  Charles  the  Fifth,  who  was  unfortunately  absent  in 
some  other  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  before  his  answer 
was  obtiuned,  which  conveyed  a  severe  censure  to  the 

1* 
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parties,  the  mischief  was  done.  Otherwise  the  admirer  of 
Moorish  antiquity  would  not  have  had  to  deplore  the  injury 
done  to  one  of  its  most  curious  specimens.  With  the  as- 
sistance of  a  wofkman,  I  ascended  the  roof,  and  found  apart 
of  the  original  woodwork,  most  of  which  has  been  replaced 
by  pine,  in  consequence  of  decay  from  the  penetrating  of  the 
water  through  the  tiles,  which  are  laid  too  horizontally. 
The  under  part,  which  was  seen  from  the  mosque  and  formed 
the  ceiUttg,  was  unpainted,  the  side  of  each  plank  being 
slightly  carved  on  the  edges,  and  it  has  now  the  colour  of 
old  oak  or  chestnut.  This  is  the  alerce  of  the  old  writers, 
which  has  hitherto  baffled  inquiry  as  to  the  tree  whi^h  pro- 
duced it ;  it  is  resinous  and  fine  grained,  quite  unlike  the 
various  pines  which  I  subsequently  found  formed  the  wood- 
work of  the  Alhambra,  the  Alcazar  of  Seville,  and  other 
Moorish  works,  or  that  of  any  pine  I  am  acquainted  with. 
There  are  traditions  of  its  growing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  no  tree  answering  the  description  is  to  be  heard  of; 
nor  have  I  found  it  in  any  botanical  work.  The  decisive 
proof  of  its  not  being  an  indigenous  tree,  is  its  not  being 
mentioned  in  the  curious  book  of  Arab  agriculture,  written 
by  a  Moor  of  Seville,  in  the  12th  century,  and  trans- 
lated by  Banqueri.  He  dedicates  a  large  portion  of  his 
book  to  the  enumeration  of  trees  and  shrubs,  describing 
their  qualities,  modes  t>fcuhure,  even  to  transplanting  large 
trees,  and  knew  as  well  as  the  professors  of  the  present  day 
the  mode  of  effecting  it,  the  consequences  of  moving  trees 
from  bad  to  good  soil,  or  the  reverse ;  that  some  sorts  bore 
the  meddling  with  thmr  roots  better  than  others,  and  most 
other  arcana  of  the  art,  which  are  believed  to  be "  modem 
discoveries.  He  names  various  sorts  of  pines,  but  never 
mentions  or  alludes  to  the  alerce^  which  it  is  certain  he 
must  have  kndwn  had  it  been  indigenous  or  even  cultivated. 
The  subject  is  well  worth  inquiry,  as  few  woods  are  known 
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capable  of  resisting,  as  this  has  done,  the  effects  of  a  period 
of  nine  centuries;  the  specimen  I  speak  of  being  perfectly 
uninjured.''  The  roof  is  composed  of  a  number  of  parallel 
parts,  each  about  the  width  of  a  common  house,  and  sepa- 
rated by  gutters  of  solid  lead,  and  of  great  weight,  cast  in 
moulds,  as  the  Moors  were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  roUing  metal. 
Itissupposedtohavebeenbroughtfromthe mines  ofLinares. . 
The  tiles  are  large  and  very  light,  beinglaid  alternately  over 
and  under;  a  defective  mode  still  general  in  Spain,  which 
only  imperfectly  excludes  the  water,  unless  the  pitdi  be 
very  high.  To  this  constructi(m  is  owing  the  destruction 
of  the  timber  below,  and  it  is  the  idle  excuse  for  the  barba- 
rous innovation  of  the  bovedas. 

The  country  around  has  the  bare  and  uninteresting  ap- 
pearance so  usual  in  Spain ;  it  is,  however,  improving ;  plan- 
tations of  olives  are  daily  making,  and  if  they  persevere, 
in  a  few  years  the  whole  line  of  the  Guadalquivir  will  be 
covered  with  them.  They  improve  the  appearance  of  the 
landscape,  their  produce  is  extremely  valuable,  and  the 
corn  and  pasture  land  under  them  is  benefited,  instead  of 
being  injured  by  their  shade.  A  great  deal  of  this  planting 
is  owing  to  an  excellent  law,  or  prescriptive  custom,  by 
which  the  inhabitants  of  places  have  a  right  to  plant  any 

*  Since  my  return  to  England  I  have  been  Bhown  a  oonununication 
■ade  to  the  HorticiiUaral  Society  by  Mr.  Dmmmond,  Consul  at  Tangier, 
vho  had  been  engaged  in  investigating  the  species  whioh  has  received  the 
nase  of  aIero4  In  Spain.  It  appears  quite  clear  from  his  account,  tiiat 
diit  tree  is  the  Thuya  articulata^  which  grows  in  the  mountains  of  Barbary, 
nd  of  whidi  a  large  phink  had  been  sent  fVom  Tangier,  and  may  be  seen 
it  Regent-streeC  k  is  weU  worth  the  attention  of  those  engaged  in  pro- 
curing timber  for  the  navy  and  for  other  purposes  requiring  durability. 

I  have  subseqnenUy  made  every  enquiry  and  consulted  every  authority, 
without  finding  a  trace  of  the  existence  of  this  tree  in  Spain.  It  is  ex- 
tremely probable,  that  in  a  work  of  such  sanctity  as  a  mosque,  intended 
lo  be  second  only  to  that  of  Mecca,  wood,  known  by  ^t  ingenious  people 
to  be  so  durable,  riiould  be  tranq>orted  firom  Africa  for  the  purpose. 
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portion  of  the  commoii  lands,  which  then  becomes  the  pro- 
perty of  the  individual. 

The  immense  value  of  these  olive  grounds,  probably  the 
most  productive  in  Europe,  is  diminished  by  the  miserable 
mode  of  making  the  oil,  owing  to  a  privilege  possessed  by 
(he  lords  of  manors  of  grinding  at  their  own  milk,  which 
are  often  inadequate  to  the  purpose.  The  consequence  is, 
the  olives  lie  in  heaps  for  weeks,  and  the  produce  acquires 
the  rancid  flavour  which  unfits  it  for  any  taste  but  that  of 
the  natives.  An  individual  at  Seville,  who  resided  some 
time  in  Tuscany,  studied  their  mode  of  making  the  oil,  and 
adopted  it  with  complete  success;  producing  samples  equal 
to  those  of  the  Amo.  Use,  which  is  sovereign  everywhere, 
butespecially  in  Spain,  operated  against  him,  and  the  people 
unanimously  declared  they  would  not  eat  his  oil  unless  it 
could  be  sold  at  the  price  of  the  inferior  sort  they  had  al- 
ways been  accustomed  to. 

From  Cordova  I  went  to  Ecija,  which  stands  in  a  hollow 
on  theXenil,  above  its  confluence  with  the  Guadalquivir.  It 
is  surrounded  by  an  amphitheatre  of  rising  ground,  owing 
to  which,  and  the  want  of  ventilation,  it  is  reputed  to  be  the 
hottest  place  in  Spain.  This  intense  heat  iis  necessary  for  its 
salubrity,  for  in  a  cool  season  tercianas,  or  agues,  prevail; 
this  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  this  country,  the  cause 
apparently  being,  that  the  extreme  head  and  dryness  of  the 
atmosphere  causes  the  evaporation  to  be  complete,  carry- 
ing off  the  miasmata.  It  is  quite  a  Moorish  place,  the 
lower  class  of  inhabitants  being  of  pure  blood;  it  is  of  con- 
siderable extent,  but  of  little  commerce  or  industry,  and  ce- 
lebrated for  the  robbers  it  has  always  produced.  There 
are  many  curious  towers,  ornamented  with  paintings  and 
azulejosj  or  coloured  tiles. 

I  hired  horses  to  proceed  to  Granada.  We  set  out  in 
company  with  the  Intendente,  who  was  proceeding  to  a 
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place  in  the  dame  direction.  The  road  was  covered  with 
his  suite,  and  a  wild  escort,  Kke  Arabs,  who  accompanied 
him.  We  were  indebted  to  this  accident,  from  what  I  after- 
wards ascertained,  for  not  meeting  widi  a  party  of  the  M- 
no$  (children)  de  Ecijaj  as  they  were  termed,  who  were 
robbing  on  the  road  at  the  time.  The  country  is  composed 
of  dreary  uplands  of  clay,  with  scattered  cortijos^  or  farm 
baiMings,  for  housing  the  produce. 

I  slept  at  Alameda,  a  large  viUage  at  the  foot  of  a  cerro^ 
or  height ;  it  is  a  meeting  point  to  several  roads,  and  the 
country  about  it  is  well  cultivated.  I  was  not  called  in  the 
momiBg,  according  to  orders,  and  on  descending  to  inquire 
the  cause,  I  found  the  horse  I  rode  had  been  taken  ill.  A 
large  party  of  Majos  (the  name  given  to  the  people  who 
are  above  the  lowest  order,  and  wear  the  old  national  cos- 
tume, and  are  generally  found  hanging  about  the  posadas 
or  such  places)  had  assemUed,  and  were  in  consultation. 
They  had  prcmonnced  him  to  have  calico  ventosOf  and  were 
administering  physic  in  a  manner  new  to  me,  and  which  it 
is  unnecesary  to  describe.  The  animal,  which  was  a  very 
good  one,  did  not  appear  to  be  very  ill,  but  I  was  unwilling 
to  take  him  out,  under  such  a  judgment,  and  proposed 
that  a  mule  should  be  hired  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
masteratEcijaand  myself,  to  carry  the  baggage,  whilst  I  took 
the  guide^s  horse.  I  was  ignorant  of  the  law  of  Spain  at  the 
time,  by  which,  in  such  cases,  the  man  who  furnishes  ani- 
mals for  a  journey  is  obliged  to  complete  his  contract.  The 
liberaUtyofmy  offer  was,  therefore,  much  applauded  by 
the  council,  who  undertook  to  mediate  and  fix  a  just  price 
to  all  parties.  An  animal  was  accordingly  provided,  and 
we  sat  out  for  Loja,  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening/   The 

*  The  horse  recovered,  and  in  the  course  of  accidents  became  the  pro- 
perty of  Jose  Maria,  the  famous  robber,  of  whom  notice  will  be  given  here- 
after,  aad  whose  troop  was  mounted  on  the  picked  animals  of  his  captures. 
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country  is  hilly  and  more  interesting  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding day ;  we  passed  the  rich  Hoya,  or  basin  of  Archidona, 
which  is  a  red  marl  to  the  depth,  in  places,  of  thirty  feet. 
The  posada  at  Loxa  was  full,  and  I  lodged  in  the  house  of 
a  family  of  which  there  were  three  daughters  of  eminent 
beauty.  They  were  quite  fair,  a  circumstance  I  afterwards 
found  not  uncommon  in  these'  mountains,  and  they  assured 
me  all  their  family,  which  lived  in  a  neighbouring  town, 
were  equally  so;  they  spoke  excellent  Castilian,  with  an  ac- 
cent quite  different  from  that  of  Granada. 

In  the  evening  my  guide  had  made  acquaintance  with  a 
cosarioj  or  carrier,  of  Antequera,  who  was  going  with  his 
asses  to  Granada,  and  had  privately  arranged  that  we  should 
travel  together.  Finding  me  averse  to  the  proposal,  from  the 
delay  it  would  cause,  he  manoeuvred  to  delay  our  departure^ 
and  at  a  short  distance  we  overtook  his  friend;  when  he  im- 
mediately fell  into  the  line.  Amongst  the  passengers,  was  a 
lady  of  most  prepossessing  appearance,  who  was  travellingto 
Granada,  with  her  servant.  She  was  riding  an  ass,  like  the 
rest,  but  was  provided  with  pillows  and  other  conveniences, 
and  the  mayor al^  or  chief  of  the  caravan,  walked  by  her 
side,  guiding  her  palfrey  and  paying  her  the  most  respect* 
f ul  and  assiduous  attention.  It  rained  heavily,  and  the  barrOf 
or  clay,  then  saturated  with  water,  was  almost  impassable 
for  the  animals.  I  would  willingly  have  remained,  and  kept 
company  with  the  party;  but  their  pace  made  it  impos- 
sible we  should  arrive  that  day  at  Granada.  I  therefore 
had  no  alternative  but  to  dislodge  my  guide,  who  was  per- 
fectly at  home  and  made  every  effort  to  remam ;  when  every 
other  plan  had  failed,  he  said  his  mule  was  knocked  up 
and  unable  to  proceed,  and  could  never  reach  the  capital 
that  day ;  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  one  of  the  atten- 
dants of  the  cosario  to  back  his  assertion.  At  length  I  suc- 
ceeded, and  we  continued  our  route.  We  ipet  some  ^rafcra*, 
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or  covered  waggons,  which  the  mules  were  dragging  through 
roads  apparently  impossible  to  be  passed.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  weather  cleared,  and  the  Moorish  city  was  seen  in  all 
its  splendour,  the  Sierra  Nevada  towering  above  it  to  the 
right 

Whibt  I  was  dining  at  the  miserable  venta  of  Santa  Ca* 
talina,  a  young  man  arrived  from  Granada,  well  mounted, 
and  dressed  in  the  majo^  or  fancy  national  costume,  in  the 
utmost  perfection.  I  presumed  he  came  to  meet  and  escort 
the  lady,  who  was  slowly  following  in  the  cavalcade  I  had 
left  behind ;  an  ancient  practice  still. kept  up  in  the  south,  to 
friends  arriving  or  departing. 

We  passed  through  Santa  Fe,  where  the  army  of  the  ca- 
tholic kings,  as  they  are  termed,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  was 
encamped  during  the  siege.  It  is  now  a  miserable  place, 
with  a  sumptuous  modem  church.  In  the  evening  I  ar^ 
rived  at  Granada.  As  the  measiu*es  I  had  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  the  preceding  day,  to  separate  my  guide  from  the 
party,  were  not  exactly  in  unison  with  the  customs  of  Spain, 
and  might  appear  harsh  or  unseasonable,  I  desired  him, 
when  he  met  the  cosario  on  his  return,  to  apologize  and 
explain  the  reason,  as  the  loss  of  time  to  me  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  at  that  late  period  of  the  year. 

The  view  of  Granada,  on  the  side  of  the  Vega  by  which 
I  approached  it,  is  on  the  whole  the  best ;  it  embraces  the  en- 
tire extent  of  a  place,  which  in  magniiicence  of  exterior 
will  not  disappoint  the  most  sanguine  expectation.  The 
length  of  the  city,  with  its  numerous  spires  and  domes,  from 
the  suburb  beyond  the  gate  of  Elvira  on  the  east,  to  the  bank 
of  the  Xenil,  which  incloses  it  to  the  west,  crowned  by  the 
red  towers  of  the  Alhambra,  with  the  numerous  gardens  and 
vineyards  inlerspread,  the  rugged  and  broken  range  which 
conducts  the  eye  to  the  eternal  snow  on  the  south,  form  an 
ensemble  which  scarcely  requires  the  assistance  of  the  ro- 
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mance  attached  to  its  hbtory  to  heighten.  On  the  western 
side,  the  Xenil  issues  from  a  lovely  dell,  which  may  be 
followed  for  some  distance  amidst  vineyardSi  woods  of  oUves, 
and  mulberries.  The  Monachil,  a  stream  of  nearly  equal 
force,  giving  or  receiving  its  name  from  a  village  which  is 
in  a  lovely  and  sequestered  spot,  seldom  visited  even  by  the 
natives  of  the  city,  joins  its  waters  to  the  Xenil,  above  the 
paseoSf  or  public  walks,  which  are  amongst  the  charms'of 
Granada.  Above  Monachil  is  the  shortest  road  to  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  a  ^Id  and  bare  ridge  separating  its  streams  from 
those  of  the  Xenil  at  their  sources,  until  .they  unite  in  the 
plain  below.  After  issuing  from  the  gorge  which  the  vil- 
lage occupies,  the  Monachil  takes  a  sweep  through  a  flat  in 
front  of  the  village  of  Azubia,  the  most  beautiful  of  all  those 
of  the  environsof  the  capital.  It  is  seated  on  a  rising  ground, 
which  is  beautifully  laid  out  in  the  style  of  Frascati,  with 
gardens  and  country-houses,  noble  cypresses  and  other  trees, 
and  is  a  favourite  retreat  of  the  Granadinos.  Part  of  the 
operations  of  the  siege  were  carried  on  from  it.  Beyond,  to 
the  west,  all  is  bleak  and  dreary  waste. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  city,  outside  the  open  space  in 
front  of  the  gate  of  Elvira,  stretching  along  the  rising 
grounds  above  the  V^a,  is  the  rich  domain  of  the  Cartuxa. 
A  few  friars,  of  the  most  absurd  and  useless  order  of  the 
whole,  have  a  tract  like  a  paradise;  it  is  divided  into  an 
upper  and  lower  park,  the  upper  division  being  surrounded 
by  a  lofty  wall.  In  the  present  impoverished  state  of  agri- 
culture, it  is  estimated  at  10,000  dollars,  or  2000/.  per 
annum ;  a  large  sum  in  Spain.  Above  this,  by  a  long  and 
continued  ascent,  you  reach  Viznar,  the  country  palace  of 
the  Archbishop;  the  house  is  modem,  but  it  perfectly  recalls 
the  idea  of  the  Moorish  style  of  country-houses.  There  is 
a'garden  in  the  oriental  style,  a  spacious  corridor  or  gallery 
for  exercise,  and  a  mirador^  or  look-out,  which  commands 
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tn  extensive  view  over  the  Vega,  the  Soto  de  Roma,  and  to 
the  mountains  of  Loxa.  It  is  full  of  pictures,  but  few  are 
good.  At  a  short  distance  from  the  palace,  the  copious 
stream  which  supplies  the  capital*  with  delicious  water, 
gushes  from  the  limestone.  The  rising  grounds  of  which 
Viznar  forms  the  sunmiit,  are  covered  with  villages  and 
hamlets  enjoying  delightful  air  aoiidst  the  most  beautiful 
culture.  The  Vega,  and  country  below  Granada,  notwith- 
standing its  celebrity,  is  a  poor  and  ungrateful  soil ;  only 
constant  irrigation  and  the  most  unintermitting  labour  pro- 
duce a  decent  i*etum.  It  is  mostly  a  sandy  loam,  running 
into  day ;  the  expense  of  culture  is  so  great,  that  the  corn 
of  Old  Castile  can  bear  a  double  land  carriage,  besides  die 
freight,  and  be  sold  in  their  market  to  advantage.  As  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  south,  the  weeds  are  so  rank  that  their 
rode  implements  are  unequal  to  contend  with  them,  and 
they  plough  round  the  palmeto^  and  even  the  artemisias 
and  pcuserina^  which  are  the  curse  of  the  soil.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  town  is  of  a  mixed  character;  much  Jewish 
blood  may  be  observed,  and  the  dialect  is  a  most  corrupt 
one;  but  amongst  the  labr adores^  or  farmers,  and  yeo- 
manry who  attend  the  markets,  some  noble  specimens  of 
the  finest  Moorish  race  may  be  observed.  Their  forms 
are  broad,  but  light;  a  peculiar  upright  gait  widiout  stiff- 
ness; the  arms  are  set  back  and  carried  with  peculiai*  grace, 
and  the  right  hand  is  constantly  used  in  speaking,  with  dig- 
nity and  ease.  The  eyes  are  rather  sunk,  and  the  sockets 
extremely  large,  with  the  eyebrows  proportionate;  an 
aquiline  nose,  with  a  bold  and  regular  curve,  and  the 
mouth  rather  wide,  with  full  but  extremely  flexible  lips, 
uncovering  the  finest  teeth  in  the  world:  these  are  the  cha- 

*  The  capital  wiU  be  frequently  used,  in  the  Spanish  mode ;  which  ap- 
plies It  to  the  chief  cities  of  the  prorinces.  When  Madrid  is  meant,  it 
will  be  easily  understood. 
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raclerislics  of  the  cast.  The  complexion  is  dark,  and 
sometimes  slightly  tinged  with  a  coppery  hue,  and  they  are 
without  the  profusion  of  hair  which  marks  some  of  the  other 
races  of  African  descent. 

The  interior  of  the  city  presents  its  Moorish  character 
unaltered.  It  forms  three  great  divisions;  that  of  the 
west  is  bounded  by  the  Xenil,  and  covers  the  straggling 
heights  on  the  western  side  of  the  Alhambrai  from  which  it 
is  separated  by  gardens  and  vineyards,  and  terminates  on 
the  banks  of  the  Darro  to  the  east.  The  larger  division  is 
that  which  covers  the  flat  ground  along  the  Carrera  del 
Darro,  fhe  Zacatin,  and  district  to  the  Puerta  de  Elvira, 
and  the  extensive  range  of  the  more  modern  paK  of  the 
city  which  lies  between  the  upper  districts  and  the  Vega. 
The  third  is  the  Moorish  quarter  of  the  Albaycin,  and  a 
straggling  district  beyond  it  ending  above  the  Puerto  de 
Elvira.  The  extent  of  the  city  is  thus  very  considerable; 
on  the  upper  side,  the  Moorish  walls  are  nearly  entire,  and 
many  gates  remain.  Its  greatest  length  is  from  east  to 
west,  along  the  base  of  the  mountain.  The  Darro  cuts 
nearly  the  centre  of  this  line,  emerging  from  a  bold  and 
picturesque  gorge,  above  which  is  the  Alhambra  and  Gene- 
ralife.  The  stream  is  scanty  in  ordinary  times,  but  it  is  of  great 
use  in  cleansing  the  most  thickly  inhabited  part  of  the  city ; 
it  is  scarcely  seen,  being  covered  by  buildings  and  bridges, 
in  the  style  otthose  of  Venice.  Below,  its  course  is  through 
the  Carrera  del  Darro,  an  open  space,  now  made  into  a 
promenade,  which  joining  that  of  the  Xenil  near  the  junc- 
tion of  their  streams,  forms  walks  and  rides  of  unrivalled 
beauty.  The  Xenil  is  at  all  times  a  copious  stream ;  from 
its  banks  the  Sierra  Nevada  is  seen  terminating  the  view, 
and  giving  freshness  to  the  scene  in  every  season.  Near 
the  Carrera  del  Darro  is  an  open  square,  on  which  is  an 
excellent  theatre,  with  an  opera  company  now  struggling- 
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for  existence,  owing  to  the  decline  of  interest  in  the  drama 
over  all  Spain.  There  is  also  a  spacious  and  good  Jontta^ 
or  inn,  belonging  to  a  company  who  employ  a  manager 
and  divide  the  profits;  a  plan  which  I  found  not  uncommon 
in  Spain,  and  to  which  are  owing  many  of  the  best  of  these 
establishments. 

Parallel  to  the  course  of  the  Darro,  is  the  Zacatin,  a* 
narrow  street  of  shops,  which  only  requires  to  be  covered 
in  to  form  a  complete  oriental  Bazaar.  The  lower  end 
commences  from  the  Vivarrambla,  the  open  square  so 
celebrated  in  the  history  of  the  place.  At  the  upper  end 
is  the  Plaza  Nueva,  a  square  which  contains  the  Chancery 
and  residence  of  the  Captain  General.  On  the  right  of  it 
is  the  Calle  de  los  Gomeles,  a  narrow  street,  which  is  the 
main  road  to  the  Alhambra.  On  the  left,  a  long  and  tole- 
rable street  leads  to  the  Puerta  de  Elvira,  which  retains  its 
name,  but  has  been  rebuilt.  Outside  is  an  open  space, 
where  is  the  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  from  which  some  of  the 
principal  roads  commence.  In  the  two  upper  divisions, 
little  alteration  has  been  made,  house  succeeding  house,  the 
streets  being  as  in  the  time  of  the  Moslems.  In  the.lower 
part,  modern  buildings  and  wide  and  regular  streets  are 
foond,  and  the  principal  churches  have  been  built. 

The  cathedral  is  a  magnificent  structure,  founded  on  the 
side  of  the  principal  mosque,  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  the 
zeal  of  the  captors  did  not  allow  to  remain.  It  contains 
many  valuable  specimens  of  the  arts.^  The  principal  works, 
in  painting  and  sculpture,  are  by  Cano,  Spagnoletto, 
Juan  de  SeviUa,  Risueno,  Bocanegra,  Siloe,  Torrigiani, 
Cano  in  both  branches,  V igarny,  and  Mena«  All  these  works, 
which  will  be  mentioned  under  the  heads  of  their  respective 
artists,  were  left  by  the  French ;  a  valuable  picture  of  Moya 

*  See  Schools  of  Scalpture  and  Painting  of  Granada »  and  Chapter  or 
Mirhles. 
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being  the  only  one  missing.  The  architecture  of  thecathedral 
will  be  paKicularly  described  under  that  head.  A  splendid 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Miguel,  contains  the  tomb  of  a  late 
archbishop,  executed  at  the  end  of  the  last  century  with  equal 
tasteand  magnificence.  The  splendid  convent  of  Geronymites, 
where  Gonzalvo  de  Cordova  is  interred,  a  foundation  of 
the  same  roy^  hands  as  the  cathedral,  is  the  most  sump- 
tuous of  the  various  monastic  establishments.  The  church 
contains  celebrated  sculpture  of  Navas  and  Becerra.*  The 
others  are  of  great  extent,  but  have  little  to  boast  of  archi- 
tectural skill  or  beauty ;  that  of  St.  Francisco  was  thrown 
down  either  by  the  French,  or  in  the  time  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  has,  since  the  fall  of  the  sistema^  as  it  is  termed, 
risen  from  its  ruins  as  by  enchantment;  for  these  good 
fathers,  who  are  mendicants  by  profession,  and  are  for- 
bidden by  their  founder  to  possess  money  or  goods,  have 
found  the  means  of  expending  a  sum  I  have  heard  es- 
timated at  a  million  of  reals.  One  side  of  their  edifice  I 
paced  was  near  700  feet  of  solid  masonry,  and  proportion- 
ably  high.  This  huge  barrack  was  quite  full,  but  the  church 
was  still  unfinished,  their  quarters  being  the  first  object  of 
completion.  I  went  to  the  Angel,  a  female  convent  once  full 
of  the  finest  paintings  and  statues.  I  found  it  in  the  act  of 
being  rebuilt;  and  addressing  myself  to  an  old  man,  in  the 
hope  that  some  fragments  might  yet  renudn,  he  said,  ^^  When 
you  are  at  Paris,  ask  general  Sebastiani,  who  can  probably 
inform  you  where  they  are ;  there  are  none  here.'' 

The  wall  of  the  Alhambra,  which  is  mentioned  by  Swin- 
burne, and  is  traditionally  said  to  be  the  work  of  the  Phse- 
nicians,  is  a  long  line  on  the  left,  soon  after  passing  the 
entrance.  Some  improver  has  plastered  it  over  with 
roughcast,  and  whitewashed  it;  a  piece,  however,  is  broken 

*  See  the  Notes  on  these  articles. 
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off,  and  enables  the  work  to  be  seen.  It  is  certainly  o( 
great  antiquity,  and  different  from  any  work,  either  Moorish 
or  Roman,  I  have  ever  seen.  It  is  composed  of  long  thin 
courses  of  the  grey  sandstone  of  the  Vega,  which  the  Moors 
never  seem  to  have  used,  and  the  interstices  are  filled  with 
fragments  of  ancient  brick,  probably  introduced  in  repairs 
of  more  modem  date.  Some  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
fortress  which  came  under  my  observation,  differ  from  those 
which  are  known  to  be  the  work  of  the  Moors.  They  are 
generally  of  solid  and  excellent  brick,  resembling  the  com- 
mon Roman  work,  which  they  appear  to  have  imitated. 

The  Palace  of  Charles  the  Fifth  is  stiU  occupied  as  a 
powder  magazine;  it  is  without  conductors,  and  a  single 
flash  of  lightning  would  annihilate  the  remains  of  this  in- 
teresting building,  and  probably  the  whole  of  the  Alhambra. 

The  dreadful  rents  in  the  tower  of  Comares  and  other 
parts,  were  owing  to  an  accident  of  this  kind,  early  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  not  to  earthquakes,  as  generally 
supposed,  although  they  may  have  widened  the  rents. 
The  French  occupancy,  was  productive  of  serious  injury  to 
this  |4ace.  The  beautiful  pavement  of  the  outer  court, 
which  is  of  Macael  marble,  was  broken  to  pieces,  by  its 
being  made  the  receptacle  for  the  firewood  of  the  soldiers. 
They  demolished  the  Silla  del  Moro,  where  Boabdil  used 
to  retire,  on  the  height  above,  to  construct  a  redoubt.  They 
Uew  up  the  upper  end  of  the  fortress,  with  the  tower  by 
which  the  Key  Chico  left  the  place ;  acts  of  useless  de- 
stmction,  as  the  whole  of  that  end  is  commanded  within 
pistol  shot,  and  is  quite  untenable  as  a  military  position ;  and 
only  proves,  amongst  thousands  of  other  examples,  that  in 
those  times  the  protection  of  arts  and  antiquities  was  quite 
a  secondary  object,  and  that  nothing  was  in  reaUty  attended 
to  but  the  military  views  of  the  chiefs,  who  were  ready  fo 
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sacrifice  any  object  to  the  contingent  possibility  of  the  de- 
fence of  a.  post,  however  insignificant. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Granada,  both  within  and  without 
the  waDs,  are  gardens  and  vast  quantites  of  cactus,  the 
fruit  of  which  in  summer  affords  salutary  food  to  the  poorer 
classes.  Amongst  their  tangled  foliage  are  numerous 
Troglodyte  habitations,  the  residence  of  a  dark  and  swarthy 
race,  a  mixture  of  gypsy  and  the  poorer  tribe  of  Moors.  I 
had  repeated  dealings  with  these  poor  people,  in  ranging 
about;  their  appearance  is  not  inviting,  but  I  found  theoa 
invariably  obliging,  and  even  polished  in  their  manners. 
They  form  a  considerable  item  in  the  population,  although 
when  housed  they  are  nearly  invisible. 

This  place,  to  us  so  replete  with  interest,  is  gradually 
decaying;  its  present  support  proceeds,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  chancery,  or  audiencia,  a  court  of  great  power, 
the  jurisdiction  extending  toCuenca,  and,  I  believe,  meeting 
that  of  Valladolid.  This  is  so  great  an  evil,  that  it  is 
thought  of  dividing  it ;  in  which  case  it  will  be  a  death-blow 
to  Granada,  the  number  of  persons  who  are  compelled  to 
reside  during  their  interminable  lawsuits  forming  an  article 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

It  has  also  serious  disadvantages  in  the  want  of  commu- 
nication, which  are,  however,  now  in  the  course  of  being 
remedied,  as  will  be  mentioned  under  the  head  of  roads. 
There  are  some  old  and  good  families  resident,  and  con- 
siderable industry  in  the  town,  in  manufacture  of  leather 
and  other  articles. 

I  went  to  Malaga  on  horseback,  by  Alhama  and  Velez, 
which  is  the  shortest  line,  and  that  frequented  by  the  mule- 
teers, who  carry  on  an  extensive  traffic  between  these  cities; 
the  road  for  carriages  being  taken,  for  reasons  I  am  igno- 
rant of,  through  Colmenar  far  to  the  right   Nothing  can  be 
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nore  dreary  than  the  country  to  Alhama.  This  town  is  at 
the  edge  of  a  deep  ravine,  and  the  situation  is  strong  enough 
to  account  for  its  celebrity  in  ancient  times,  when  it  was 
considered  the  bulwark  of  Granada/ 

Above  Alhama  I  crossed  the  bare  and  bleak  ridge  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Sierra  de  Tejeda,  which  abounds  in 
game  and  in  plants;  and  descending,  the  country  im> 
proved  and  rapidly  assumed  another  aspect.  A  brilliant 
son  succeeded  the  fogs  and  cold  which  prevailed  in  the  up- 
land region  to  the  north  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  the  vegeta- 
tion changed,  and  patches  of  sugar  cane  were  seen.  The 
appearance  of  the  people  of  the  hamlets  and  villages  is 
quite  different  from  those  of  the  uplands,and  they  are  reputed 
to  be  a  sanguinary  race,  prone  to  assassination  on  the  least 
provocation.  Notwithstanding  the  great  traffic  on  this  road, 
it  is  very  bad,  and  parts  of  it  nearly  impassable.  VelezMala- 
ga  is  a  well  built,  rich,  and  substantial  place,  in  a  fertile  and 
beautiful  territory;  from  hence  to  Malaga  is  a  carriage 
nuid,  which  it  is  inconceivable  should  have  terminated 
there,  and  not  been  carried  on  farther.  It  is  the  shortest 
line  to  Granada,  with  no  natural  impediment  to  prevent  a 
carriage  road  being  made.  The  soil  on  the  coast  to  Ma- 
laga is  excellent,  and  it  might  be  expected  to  resemble  the 
Riviere  of  Genoa;  there  is  not  a  village,  or  a  country  house, 
or  scarcely  a  hamlet,  and  only  the  most  scanty  cultivation. 
The  cathedral  of  Malaga  is  a  magnificent  structure,  and  kept 

*  The  name  isderiyed^  I  beliere,  from  the  warm  baths  in  the  Ticinity, 
aad,  Uke  neariy  all  those  of  the  places  around,  was  conrerred  by  the 
Moors.  The  pronunciation  or  many  of  these  names  is  difficult.  I  in- 
quired of  an  old  man  on  the  road  the  name  of  a  distant  town ;  he  said, 
with  a  peculiar  emphasis,  ftxoRi ;  the  accent  being  delivered  with  an  in- 
tonation so  clear,  that  no  other  but  the  Arab  race  could  have  produced 
it.  Alora,  they  pronounce  long.  Alhendin  has  the  accent  on  the  last 
■jUable.  Cadiar,  of  which  the  a  is  sounded  very  fViU,  and  which  ap- 
pears an  easy  word,  is  very  diiAcnlt  to  enonnce  properly. 
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in  a  siyle  of  neatness  whicb  cannot  be  excelled.  It  contains 
some  admirable  works  of  Mena,  Michaeli,  and  of  other 
artists:  the  architecture  resembles  that  of  Granada.  The 
other  churches  contain  little  worthy  notice ;  the  streets  are 
narrow,  but  the  houses  are  clean  and  neat,  abundant  use 
being  made  of  whitewash,  as  in  most  parts  of  the  South. 
There  is  a  beautiful  Alameda,  and  the  eastern  beach  serves 
for  promenades  of  greater  length.  The  heat  in  summer  is 
excessive,  but  the  climate  is  healthy,  and  many  cases  occur 
of  extreme  longevity.  The  complexions  of  the  women  are 
clear  and  brilliant,  and  for  grace  and  beauty  they  have  ever 
held  the  first  rank  in  Andalusia.  Both  sexes  are  celebrated 
for  what  is  termed  gracia^  or  ready  wit. 

The  Moorish  forts  of  the  Alcazaba  and  Gibralfaro  are  in 
ruins,  and  I  could  find  little  worth  notice  in  examining  them. 
There  is  a  beautiful  Moorish  arch  of  marble  remaining 
near  the  Alameda,  in  a  part  of  the  ancient  Atarrazanoi, 
or  naval  store-houses.  The  commerce  of  this  place  is  de- 
caying, the  demand  for  the  sweet  wines,  which  were  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  export,  having  almost  ceased ;  it  is 
now  chiefly  confined  to  the  fruit  trade.  A  few  vessels  arrive 
in  the  autumn,  and  carry  off  the  produce  of  the  crop,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year  trade  is  in  a  complete  state 
of  stagnation.  The  vessels  which  are  sent  from  England 
are  chiefly  taken  up  at  the  out -ports,  and  the  consular  au- 
thority is  constantly  called  on  to  repress  the  disorders 
and  drunken  quarrels  of  the  masters  and  men,  which  are 
a  national  disgrace,  being  entirely  confined  to  those  of  our 
own  country. 

Discussions  were  carrying  on,  wfaidi  have  be^i  subse- 
quently brought  to  a  conclusion,  respecting  the  right  of 
sepulture  to  those  who  were  not  of  the  catholic  communion; 
at  length  a  grant  of  land  has  been  made,  and  authority 
generally  given  in  all  places  where  the  residences  of  Brittdi 
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merefaants  may  nake  it  advisable  to  apply  for  the  «itabli«h- 
meat  of  regular  cemeteries* 

At  a  short  distanee  from  the  city  is  one  of  the  magnificent 
oBdertakings  of  Charles  the  Third,  left  unfinished,  and  re- 
eerded  by  the  fortunes  known  to  have  been  made  by  the  in- 
dividuab  engaged  in  it.  It  is  a  bridge  and  aqueduct  over 
the  great  river  of  Malaga,  which  flows  at  a  league  distant 
(torn  the  city ;  it  is  so  fsir  finished,  that  with  timber  it  might 
be  easily  converted  to  use.  The  aqueduct,  in  making  which 
a  great  expense  was  incurred,  was  rendered  unavailing 
a  few  years  afterwards  by  the  public  spirit  of  the  bishop, 
who  supplied  the  town,  at  his  own  expense,  by  a  much 
shorter  line.  The  only  use  of  this  enormous  construction 
would  be  the  communication  of  a  few  villages  on  the  other 
lide  of  Ihe  Vega;  the  road  to  Ronda  and  the  interior  making 
it  onneoessary  to  pass  the  river  in  that  part. 

Malaga  stands  in  a  narrow  nook  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, whkh  descend  gradually  to  the  sea.  To  the  west  is 
the  Vega,  which  is  watered  by  the  great  river  of  Malaga, 
as  it  is  temed,  which  delivers  a  large  body  of  water  from 
the  eastern  end  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda.  The  soil  is  an 
exeell^it  loam,  quite  different  from  the  thirsty  sand  of  the 
Yega  of  Granada ;  it  lies  under  the  level  of  the  river,  and  of 
some  minor  streams,  and  might  be  easily  converted  to  a 
garden ;  atfwesent,  it  is  exactly  like  the  Campagna  of  Rome, 
it  seema  particulariy  suited  to  the  growth  of  tobacco,  and  I 
nm  informed  samples  have  been  produced,  equal  to  that  of 
theUavannah. 

In  an  angle  beyond  the  river,  backed  by  the  chain  which 
boands  the  Vega  to  the  west,  is  Churriana,  a  village  re- 
sorted to  in  summer  and  autumn:  a  kind  of  Frascati  to  the 
Malaguenians.  An  individual  has  made  a  garden  and 
grounds,  of  which  the  progress  of  a  few  years  shows  what 
■Uf^t  be  effected  with  industry  in  this  delicious  climate. 

2* 
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1  took  horses  to  go  to  Ronda.  After  traversing  the 
Vega,  and  crossing  the  river  in  a  ferryboat,  I  ascended  to 
Cartama,  when  I  found  that  we  were  out  of  our  road, 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  guide,  who  was  above  asking 
questions  to  set  himself  right.  The  mistake,  however,  was 
of  Uttle  consequence,  for  I  saw  the  Roman  remains  at 
Cartama,  and  the  beautiful  country  of  Alhaurin,  and 
Coin.  These  villages  are  on  a  rising  ground  above  the 
river,  and  in  beauty  of  situation  and  cultivation  cannot  be 
excelled.  They  afford  a  specimen  of  the  whde  country 
when  possessed  by  the  Moors,  being  surrounded  by  gardens 
with  orage,  lemon,  and  palm  trees,  and  abounding  in  all 
the  fine  as  well  as  the  more  common  fruits.  At  Coin  I 
visited  a  character  of  great  intelligence  and  respectability, 
who  had  been  during  the  time  of  the  constitution  ^^  un 
homme  &  grands  projets,"  his  name  figuring  in  various 
plans  for  the  regeneration  of  his  country.  He  was  now 
dwindled  to  the  superintendant  of  a  nail  manufactory, 
which  a  company  were  availing  themselves  of  the  abundant 
streams  that  water  the  place  to  establish ;  using  the  iron 
of  Marbella,  which  is  on  the  coast  at  a  short  distance. 

From  Coin  I  proceeded,  after  crossing  the  river,  to  a 
puertOj  or  pass,  which  closes  in  the  Vega  at  the  western  end, 
and  entering  the  Serrania  de  Ronda  through  a  picturesque 
country,  amved  at  La  Junquera.  There  was  no  pomda, 
only  a  hovel  without  beds ;  but  I  obtained  accommodation 
in  the  house  of  a  respectable  man  who  had  been  sergeant- 
major  in  the  army  of  Romana  and  complained  of  the  change 
of  times.  The  population  is  composed  wholly  of  labra- 
doreSf  or  agricultural  labourers,  of  all  ranks.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  descended  ta  Borgo  de  Ronda,  which  stands  in  a  deep 
vale,  in  a  most  picturesque  situation,  with  a  lofty  moun- 
tain overhanging  it  to  the  north.  From  thence  to  Ronda 
the  distance  is  about  five  leagues,  by  a  dreadful  road 
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through  a  wild  district,  without  habitations  or  culture, 
until  you  approach  the  city,  when  you  cross  a  plain  covered 
with  olives.  Ronda  is  Tivdi  on  a  grander  scale;  the 
temples  are  wanting,  but  there  is  a  magnificent  defile  of  5 
or  600  feet  deep,  and  a  splendid  amphitheatre  of  mountains 
surrounds  it  on  every  side. 

The  new  bridge,  built  in  the  end  of  the  kst  century, 
over  a  chasm  of  300  feet,  would  do  honour  to  the  Romans. 
Like  so  many  other  works  in  this  country,  it  is  wholly  out 
of  keeping,  serving  only  for  communication  between  the 
old  and  new  town,  which  were  already  provided  with  one; 
whilst  they  have  never  thought  of  expending  a  real  on  the 
roads  to  the  capital  of  the  Serrania,  which  is  almost  in- 
accessible on  every  side.  Below  the  bridge,  the  river 
ibrms  cascades,  and  descends  rapidly  to  the  vale  under- 
neath, in  which  are  the  gardens  and  orchards  that  supply 
all  the  south  part  of  the  Peninsula  with  apples  and  pears, 
one  of  the  staple  branches  of  trade  in  the  place. 

The  old  town,  or  that  of  the  Moors,  occupies  the  left  of 
the  river,  and  is  nearly  surrounded  by  the  ravine  and  pre- 
cipices which  encircle  the  other  side.  The  Moorish  citadel, 
crowned  with  battlements,  which  was  blown  up  by  the 
French  without  any  necessity,  for  the  place  is  quite  in- 
defensible, occupies  a  nook,  forming  the  only  convenient 
approach.  It  was  so  strong,  that  the  Christians  would 
never  have  taken  it  except  by  fiaunine  or  stratagem.  The 
garrison  was  drawn  off  by  a  feint  on  Malaga,  managed 
with  the  consummate  skill  which  marked  the  military 
operations  of  the  generals  of  Ferdinand,  and  it  was  sud- 
denly invested  without  a  garrison,  and  obliged  shortly  to 
surrender. 

The  modem  or  new  town  is  regularly  laid  out,  and  to- 
lerably built,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  On  this 
side  is  the  Pcweo,  or  public  walk,  on  one  side  of  which  is  a 
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mural  predpioe  of  several  hundred  feet,  with  beautiful 
Yiewf.  The  Plaza  de  Torof  ii  near  it,  and  the  figfata,  which 
are  conaidered  there  the  beat  in  Spain,  are  given  during 
the  great  (air  in  May.  There  ii  a  Maestranza,  a  corpo 
ration  of  nobility,  it  being  one  of  the  few  places  which  have 
that  privilege.  This  corporation  was  instituted  for  the 
absurd  purpose  of  keeping  the  Castilian  blood  pure  and 
uncontaminated  from  thatof  the  Arabs.  Many  of  the  better 
Csunilies  in  these  towns  are  descended  from  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  Ferdinand,  who,  after  the  conquest,  were  settled 
there  in  order  to  secure  the  country  against  attempts  of 
the  Moors  to  reconquer  it. 

The  district  of  which  this  city  is  the  capital,  and  which 
bears  the  title  of  Serrania  de  Ronda,  comprises  Airty-flve 
towns  and  villages,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
Spain.  The  heats  of  this  southern  region,  which  lies  in 
36*"  and  S7%  are  tempered  by  the  sea  breezes  and  the 
cool  air  of  the  elevated  ranges  which  form  the  greater 
part  of  its  territory.  The  soil  is  good,  the  waters 
abundant,  and  the  air  pure  and  healthy.  It  has  always 
produced  excellent  horses,  and  stock  of  all  kinds.  During 
the  time  of  the  Moors,  the  town  was  surrounded  by  noble 
forests,  through  which  ranged  numerous  herds  of  animals; 
but  in  a  century  afterwards  they  were  nearly  destroyed,  and 
arid  and  uncultivated  wastes  have  replaced  the  sites  of 
the  greater  part  of  them.  The  peasantry  are  beyond  com- 
parison the  finest  race  in  Spain,  and  the  women,  even  in 
the  larger  towns  of  Andalusia,  are  celebrated  for  their 
beauty. 

I  was  miserably  lodged  in  the  best  posada  of  the  place, 
and  had  to  find  my  way  to  my  room  through  a  dungeon, 
filled  with  innumerable  asses  and  mules,  which  arrived  daily 
with  cargoes  of  fruit,  on  their  way  to  various  points  of 
Lower  Andalusia. 
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The  autupmal  rains  bad  fallen,  and  the  clayey  grounds, 
which  occur  in  all  parts  of  the  souib^of  Spain,  were  so  sa- 
turated, that  the  barro^  as  it  is  termed,  had  assumed  a  te- 
nacious consistency,  exactly  fitted  to  admit  and  to  retain 
ahorse's  fi)ot;  practice  alone,  with  the  use  of  a  peculiar  step, 
enables  these  animals  to  travel  through  it  in  this  state.  As 
the  route  to  Seville  passes  through  a  good  deal  of  this  sort 
of  ground,  and  the  streams  were  now  swollen,  it  was  an 
object  to  secure  good  horses  for  the  journey.  There  was 
consida*aUe  difficulty  in  this,  the  distresses  of  the  times  hav- 
ing ahnost  entirely  put  a  stop  to  the  breeding  of  good  horses* 
which  abounded  before  the  war  of  independence.  Only  a 
few  miserable  animals,  such  as  are  employed  in  the  suburbs 
in  carrying  about  manure  and  garden  produce,  on  sayas^ 
or  grass  panniers,  were  to  be  found.  At  length  I  engaged 
widi  a  man  of  the  greatest  respectability  in  his  line,  named 
Jose  Zaflfran,  who  had  an  excellent  horse,  and  promised  to 
accompany  me  himself.  In  the  evening  he  requested  I 
would  defer  my  departure  for  a  few  hours,  as  the  horse  he 
waste  ride  himself  had  not  arrived.  The  next  evening  I 
found  he  had  altered  the  plan,  and  appointed  his  vwzo^  or 
servant,  to  accompany  me.  I  reminded  him  of  his  pro- 
mise, adding  that  having  a  respectable  attendant,  in  a  country 
at  all  times  so  insecure  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Ronda,  was 
one  of  my  reasons  for  engaging  with  him.  He  instantly 
complied,  confessing  that  his  reluctance  had  only  been 
caused  by  the  non  arrival  of  his  own  horse,  and  that  he  was 
ashamed  to  ride  to  Seville  on  the  sorry  animal  he  should  be 
obliged  to  hire  to  fulfil  his  agreement  with  me. 

After  passing  a  beautiful  defile,  we  came  to  the  Cuesta 
de  la  Vina,  a  rapid  and  bad  descent,  made  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  the  horses  by  the  tenacity  of  the  harro^  from  which 
they  could  scarcely  extricate  their  feet.  Below  this,  we  over- 
look the  cosarioj  or  trading  caiTicr,  of  Grazalema,  who 
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was  proceeding  with  a  file  of  asses  to  Seville.  My  goide 
immediatelypushedonto  join  them,  and  as  I  had  ascertained 
by  experience  the  utter  inutility  of  contending  with  their  so- 
cial disposition,  and  their  excessive  fondness  for  travelling 
in  company,  1  compromised  the  matter,  and  allowed  him  to 
fall  in.  Af(;er  a  short  ride  with  them,  he  was  satisfied^  and 
came  out,  having  made  acquaintance  with  the  whole  party. 
Amongst  them  was  a  young  lady,  who  was  threading  the 
wilds  of  this  country  in  the  middle  of  December,  riding  on 
an  ass,  gaily  dressed  in  white  muslin,  with  a  straw  hat  and 
green  veil.  She  was  on  the  way  to  Seville,  to  be  married  io 
a  man  employed  in  some  office  there,  which  prevented  his 
leaving  the  place. 

The  rapid  mode  in  which  these  acquaintances  are  made,  is 
one  ofthe  characteristic  features  of  the  manners  of  the  coun- 
try, but  especially  of  the  Moorish  Spain.  The  process,  which  1 
have  often  watched,  is  this :  the  usual  salutation  of  ^^  Dios 
guarde  a.  v.^  is  exchanged  in  a  low  voice.  One  or  other 
of  the  parties  immediately,  without  preface  or  question 
being  asked,  begins,  ''  We  are  from  such  a  place,  and  are 
going  to  such  another,''  with  any  other  details;  he  is  re- 
paid in  kind,  and  in  an  instant  they  are  as  well  acquainted 
as  if  they  had  been  known  to  each  other  for  years,  relating 
every  thing  about  their  concerns  with  candour  and  open- 
ness. All  this  flows  spontaneously ;  no  impertinent  ques- 
tions or  observations  are  ever  thought  of,  or  would  be  to- 
lerated. The  next  time  they  meet  on  the  footing  of  old 
friends.  The  only  exception  to  the  interrogatory  etiquette 
io  be  made,  is  their  habit  of  asking  strangers  from  what 
town  or  place  they  are;  a  subject  of  intense  curiosity  with 
these  people.  It  is  certainly  of  Arab  origin,  and  similar  io 
the  habit  of  the  tribes  meeting  in  the  desert.  Strangers  to 
the  customs  of  Spain  should  be  on  their  guard  when  they 
are  questioned.    It  is  the  reverse  of  Spanish  manners,  and 
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either  proceeds  from  some  bad  motive,  or  from  the  under 
breeding  of  the  party.     It  is,  however,  of  rare  occurrence. 

If  the  traveller  has  a  mozo  of  any  address,  by  sacrificing 
a  litde  time,  he  may  ascertain  the  history  of  every  person 
he  meets  with  on  the  road,  and  the  characters  who  figure  in 
the  train  of  a  cosario  will  often  afford  interest  and  amuse- 
ment. Of  course  his  own  history  is  related  in  return, 
often  with  various  amplifications.  The  extreme  loquacity 
and  communicativeness  of  these  people,  the  timidity  which 
is  common  to  most  of  them,  as  well  as  the  universal  habit 
of  never  travelling  alone,  excepting  from  absolute  necessity,' 
are  the  causes  of  the  pertinacity  I  foiind  generally  amongst 
them  on  this  point. 

This  habit  is  extremely  inconvenient,  from  the  delay 
caused  by  it  In  the  evenings  they  frequently  go  through 
all  the  posadas^  to  ascertain  who  is  travelling  the  same  road, 
and  make  private  arrangements  unknown  to  their  masters. 
When  they  are  ignorant  of  your  habits,  they  frequently 
come  to  boast  of  what  they  have  done.  My  companion 
was  so  eager  to  join  the  new  company,  that  he  forgot  our 
dinner,  and  on  enquiring  I  found  we  had  passed  the  village 
intended  for  our  halt,  which  was  off  the  road,  and  that  we 
should  not  be  able  to  stop  for  some  time.  We  pased  at  the 
foot  of  Zahara,  so  celebrated  in  Moorish  history,  and  a 
place  of  great  strength  on  a  height  with  the  town  grouped 
at  the  foot  of  a  pyramidal  rock  on  which  are  the  ruins  of  the 
citadel.  We  coasted  along  the  banks  of  the  Guadalete,  oc- 
casionally crossing  it;  a  beautiful  stream,  now  watering  a 
desert;  we  saw  some  herds  of  bulls,  which  at  a  certain  age 
are  kept  apart  from  the  other  descriptions  of  cattle,  and 
passed  nearer  to  one  set  than  would  have  been  safe  in  the 
spring ;  but  at  this  season,  which  had  succeeded  the  long 
drought  termed  by  the  Spaniards  their  Lent,  during  which 
their  pastures  are  completely  dried  up,  they  are  more  quiet. 
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We  dined  at  Puerto  Serrano,  a  large  village  so  termed 
from  its  situation  at  (he  first  gorges  of  the  Serrania.  I  bad 
determined  in  sleeping  at  Coronil.  My  guide  having  ar- 
ranged his  plans  to  stq>  at  Montellano,  a  league  short  of  it, 
I  suspected  in  consequence  of  a  private  agreement  with  the 
cosario^  in  order  that  we  might  travel  together  the  neiet 
day,  accordingly  manceuvred  to  lose  time,  by  loitering  be- 
hind, and  giving  various  reasons  for  preferring  the  place 
of  his  own  selection.  At  last,  when  we  were  passing  Mon- 
tellano, as  I  took  the  road  to  go  on,  instead  of  following  me, 
he  made  a  bolt  and  rode  straight  into  the  posada  ;  I  paid 
no  attention,  but  continued  my  route,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  come  out  amidst  a  roar  of  laughter  from  various  majos 
who  were  lounging  about  the  place,  and  saw  the  transaction. 
This  ridicule  was  a  severe  trial  for  an  Andaluz ;  he  rode  up 
to  me  extremely  disconcerted,  but  he  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  go  on,  if  I  wished  it;  only  that  if  any  thing  occurred 
on  the  road,  as  it  would  be  dark  before  our  arrival,  I  must 
take  the  blame  on  myself.  We  arrived  at  Coronil  after 
dark,  and  found  another  cosarioy  with  whom  my  guide  ar^ 
ranged  we  should  go  on  together  next  morning. 

In  order  to  avoid  discussion,  I  agreed  that,  as  we  were  to 
start  at  an  early  hour,  we  should  remain  in  company  until 
daylight  When  that  arrived,  he  was  unwilling  to  separate 
from  his  partner,  and  I  was  forced  to  ride  on.  When  1 
reached  Utrera,  he  was  far  behind;  and  on  waiting  for  his 
arrival,  I  found  him  in  a  state  of  extreme  agitation,  between 
fear  and  vexation  at  being  foiled  in  his  scheme,  and  his  pride 
hurt  at  his  suggestion  not  being  followed.  He  urged  the 
insecurity  of  the  road,  and  begged  hard  to  be  allowed  to 
pass  the  pinar,  or  pine  forest,  through  which  the  horse 
road  passes,  in  company  with  ihecosario;  but  we  pro- 
ceeded, and  arrived  without  accident  at  Seville. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Serrania,  is  a  train  of  low  hills,  covered 
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with  arbutus,  lentiscus,  alaternus,  and  other  evergreens. 
This  is  succeeded  by  open  com  lands,  which  extend  to  Utrera. 
The  territory  about  this  town  is  productive,  and  the  place 
is  substantial  and  well  built,  and  reputed  to  be  wealthy. 
Below,  towards  the  Delta  of  the  Guadalquivir,  are  vast 
marshes,  where  numerous  herds  of  cattle  are  bred,  and 
some  of  the  finest  buUs  are  turned  out.  Between  Utrera 
and  Seville,  the  old  road  passes  through  forest  and  unculti- 
vated grounds. 

The  villages  in  the  low  country  are  better  built  and 
neater  than  those  in  the  hills;  but  the  inhabitants  have  a 
saOen  and  distrustful  manner,  and  unhealthy  appearance, 
quite  different  from  those  of  the  Serrania. 
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CHAPTER   11. 

MaUrid  to  Granada,  by  Murcia  and  Almeria,  and  the  Alpujarras. 

I  left  Madrid  by  the  diligence  of  Valencia,  intending  to 
go  by  the  coast  through  Murcia  and  the  southern  part  of 
Andalusia  and  the  Alpujarras  to  Granada.  After  crossing 
the  dreary  plains  of  La  Mancha,  I  descended  by  the  Puerto 
de  Almanza  to  the  Venta  del  Conde,  a  new  and  spacious 
posadttj  recently  built,  like  many  others,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  accommodation  on  the  great  roads.  I  hired 
a  mule,  and  proceeded  by  a  lovely  tract,  cultivated  like  the 
Val  d'Arno,  to  San  Felipe  or  Xativa  of  the  Moors. 

The  castle,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  ruins  in  Spain, 
crowns  the  straggling  summits  of  the  last  eminences  of  the 
great  range,  which  suddenly  breaks  off  to  the  west  of  the 
Xucar,  and  is  succeeded  by  the  beautiful  huerta^  or  garden, 
of  Valencia.  The  town  is  a  miniature  of  the  capital,  with 
lofty  and  well  built  houses,  many  of  them  ornamented  on 
the  outside  and  having  narrow  streets.  It  contains  no  ob- 
jects of  art,  but  has  the  honour  of  being  the  birth-place  of 
Ribera  (Spagnoletto). 

I  took  mules  to  AUcante,  sleeping  the  first  day  at  Alcoy,  a 
town  situated  on  a  narrow  ridge  upon  a  slope,  in  the  midst 
of  a  picturesque  and  beautiful  country.  The  site  is  con- 
fined, and  it  presents  the  unusual  appearance  in  Spain  of  a 
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place  bursting  its  limits,  being  covered  with  building  mate- 
riab,  wth  new  edifices,  and  swarming  with  artificers  of  all 
kiods.  This  is  caused  by  its  being  the  seat  of  manufactures 
of  paper  and  of  woollens,  both  being  now  in  a  state  of  great 
and  increasing  activity.  The  situation  for  a  place  of  trade 
is  excdlent ;  as  it  commands,  by  roads  now  making,  an  easy 
communication  with  the  sea,  with  Madrid,  Valencia,  Alicante 
and  Murcia ;  it  is  in  fact  a  key  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
possesses  abundant  water.  The  southern  side  of  the  valley 
is  bounded  by  a  lofty  range,  celebrated  from  early  times  for 
the  variety  and  beauty  of  its  plants,  especially  those  used  in 
medicine.  Here  the  Moorish  hakims  resorted  to  recruit  their 
simple  stores,  long  after  the  conquest  by  the  Christians,  and 
a  few  came  annually  until  late  in  the  last  cei|tui7,  when 
the  last  feeble  bond  which  connected  thb  beautifiil  region 
with  Africa  may  be  said  to  have  been  broken.  The  race 
io  this  part  is  entirely  Moorish ;  the  women  are  celebrated 
lor  their  beauty,  the  climate  being  healthy,  and  the  air  and 
waters  pure.  The  road  to  Madrid  was  at  present  suspended, 
for  want  of  funds.  The  government,  as  I  understood,  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  necessity,  to  propose  an  unjust  and 
most  impolitic  tax  of  entry  on  the  wools  used  in  the  rising 
manobctures,  which  required  fostering  care  instead  of  re- 
strictions. 

We  started  in  the  morning;  my  guide,  who  was  a  young 
man  of  twenty-two,  apparently  fit  to  go  over  the  world,  soon 
stO|^)ed  and  began  to  show  signs  of  alarm;  he  pointed  out 
some  loungers,  who  were  taking  the  morning  sun  upon 
a  heap  of  timber,  whom  he  declared  he  had  seen  the  even- 
ing before  at  the  other  gate,  and  that  he  was  satisfied 
diey  intended  to  waylay  and  rob  us.  I  made  some  observa- 
tions, and  we  proceeded.  Soon  afterwards,  he  descried  a  few 
men  at  a  distance,  travelling  on  foot  by  a  parallel  direction 
to  that  we  were  following,  and  scaling  the  rocks  with  great 
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agility ;  these  he  was  oonvinced  were  the  same,  and  no  ef- 
forts could  persuade  him  to  the  contrary.     I  saw  the  caps 
they  wore  were  different,  being  the  loog  red  ones  of  the 
east  of  Valencia,  instead  of  the  small  Moorish  cap  of  this 
district     I  tried  reascm,  persuasion,  and  ridicule  in  vain. 
The  only  argument  I  found  had  any  effect,  was  remind- 
ing him  that  he  had  engaged  to  accompany  me  to  Alicante, 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  have  done  so,  if  he  was  unequd 
to  it;  this,  however,  had  only  a  momentary  effect,  and  he 
soon  relapsed.  At  length  his  imagination  fairly  overpowered 
him,  and  he  became  the  living  image  of  fear.     He  was  so 
unsophisticated,  and  so  free  from  any  attempt  to  conceal  it, 
that  he  was  only  apprehensive  I  was  incredulous;  and  com* 
ing  over  to  me,  begged  I  would  put  my  hand  on  his  heart, 
and  1  would  be  satisfied  it  had  ceased  to  beat    His  ideas 
were  less  wild  and  poetic  than  those  of  the  Bohemian  Clau- 
dio ;  he  was  afraid  we  should  be  skinned,  always  returning 
with  '^Pero  si  nos  quitan  el  pellejo.**  At  last  he  was  unable 
to  move  above  a  few  paces,  when  he  halted  and  the  same 
operation  was  to  be  gone  over  again.     I  was  seriously  con- 
sidering what  it  was  best  to  do,  the  district  being  extremely 
insecure,  when  a  grim  character,  a  perfect  Bedouin,  rode 
up,  coining  in  the  opposite  direction;  he  was  an  elderly  man, 
with  a  grisly  beard  and  a  keen  eye,  a  very  small  hat,  in  form 
Uke  a  turban,  and  his  capa  (cloak)  folded  over  his  mouth. 
There  were  the  unusual  number  of  three  muskets  appended 
tohissaddle,themuzzlesprojectingfinombeneatlL  Ashenmst 
have  crossed  near  the  line  of  the  supposed  robbers,  I  desii^ 
the  guide  to  consult  him,  and  satisfy  himself.  As  I  conjectured, 
they  had  not  escaped  being  scanned  by  his  CKperienced  eye; 
but  pausing  with  the  air  of  a  professor,  and  determined 
not  to  give  a  hasty  opinion,  turning  round  and  snuffing  up 
in  the  direction  they  had  gone,  he  said  very  del3>erately, 
<'A  mt  no  me  parecen  iadrones,  son  de  la  hnerta ;"  maanitig 
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that  they  were  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Valencia.  The 
yonng  man  was  then  satisfied,  and  observing  that  I  had 
more  to  lose  than  he  had,  for  in  fact  he  had  only  a  shirt  and 
trowsers,  making  a  desperate  effort,  we  proceeded — parting 
with  the  Arab,  who  I  supposed,  for  I  asked  him  noquestions, 
other  carried  money  or  was  afraid  of  assassination,  which 
k  too  common  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  villages  on 
this  road  are  generally  bad  and  miserable,  tenanted  by 
HBugglers  and  other  characters  of  the  same  description. 
The  people  wear  the  most  pure  Moorish  costume  probably 
to  be  found  in  Spain. 

We  reached  Alicante  without  accident,  passing  by  the 
beautiful  defile  of  Xixona,  where  is  a  fine  Moorish  castle, 
and  gardens  producing  great  quantities  of  fruit.  I  re- 
mained there  to  examine  its  geology,  which  is  extremely  in- 
teresting. This  district  is  cursed  with  an  aridity,  which 
prevents  its  being  one  of  the  most  productive  spots  in  Eu- 
rope. An  establishment,  to  the  east  of  the  city,  which  I  vi- 
sited, Mid  where  an  individual  had  introduced  some  of  the 
Valencian  modes  of  culture,  irrigation  and  artificial  grasses, 
exhibited  hMeme,  which  yielded,  they  assured  me,  twelve 
cattings  in  the  ye^.  This  plant  was  certainly  known,  and 
most  probably  introduced,  by  the  Moors. 

The  eastle  was  commanded  by  a  Spaniard  of  the  ancient 
race,  so  jealous  that  it  was  understood  he  would  not  obey 
aa  order  from  Madrid  to  show  it ;  the  absurdity  of  this  spe- 
cies of  jealousy  is  evident  enough,  as  there  is  no  difficulty 
faseenig  all  the  defences  which  interest  those  who  might 
wish  for  information  about  attacking  it,  without  having  the 
trouble  of  procuring  permission.  In  geologizing,  I  was 
dose  to  the  advanced  sentry  for  a  considerable  time,  with- 
out being  seen,  and  could  have  sketched  all  the  front  with 
the  greatest  ease.    The  rode  is  extremely  friable,  and  easy 
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for  mining,  as  proved  in  the  celebrated  siege.  A  strong  line 
of  regular  works  was  added,  during  the  war  of  indepen- 
dence, which  prevented  it  from  being  attacked;  but  before 
it  was  completed,  a  party  of  cavalry  from  Valencia  sum- 
moned the  castle  in  the  bravado  manner  so  well  known 
in  the  French  army,  and  was  very  near  being  successful. 

I  hired  a  tartana^  or  tilted  cart,  finding  a  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining horses  to  go  along  the  coast  to  Torre  Y ieja,  the  scene 
of  the  great  earthquake  of  1829,  and  thence  to  Murcia. 
The  coast  is  flat  and  almost  uncultivated,  but  the  saholtB^ 
the  plants  which  produce  the  barilla,  and  the  liquorice  plant 
give  a  botanical  interest  to  it  Guarda  de  Mar  is  a  mise- 
rable place,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Segura,  and  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  the  earthquake.  The  river,  excepting  in  time 
of  floods,  discharges  a  scanty  portion  of  water,  most  of  it 
being  consumed  by  the  aceqniasy  or  canals  of  irrigation,  of 
the  vale  of  Murcia. 

Torre  Vieja  stands,  or  rather  stood,  on  a  low  table  of 
rock,  between  the  sea  and  an  extensive  salt  lagune.  It 
was  now  a  heap  of  ruins,  the  only  edifices  remaining  being 
the  windmills  outside  the  town,  which  their  low  and  circular 
form  enabled  to  resist  the  destructive  shocks  that  de- 
stroyed every  other  edifice ;  rich  and  poor,  great  and  small 
were  involved  in  one  common  ruin.  The  streets,  which 
were  regular  and  wide,  were  with  difficulty  to  be  made 
out.  The  shock  came  on  at  oracion,  just  after  dusk,  with- 
out the  slightest  notice  or  atmospheric  alteration,  with  an 
undulating  motion  from  west  to  east,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
the  whole  mischief  was  done;  about  thirty  lives  were  lost, 
principally  people  passing  through  the  streets,  by  the  fall 
of  the  opposite  houses.    The  curoy*  his  aged  mother,  and 

*  The  cura,  in  Spain,  is  the  rector  ©r  vicar,  and  head  of  the  parish. 
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female  servant  were  amongst  the  number,  as  they  were 
endeavonring  to  escape  from  their  bouse.  The  population 
wasabout2,500,  the  place  neat  and  well  built;  the  inha- 
bitants were  now  hutted  around  the  outskirts,  in  temporary 
habitations.  As  the  shocks  still  continued,  it  was  thought 
unsafe  to  commence  rebuilding.  I  was  accosted  by  a  res- 
pectable man,  who  offered  to  conduct  me  round  the  place, 
and  pointed  out  the  localities.  Amongst  the  rest,  he  showed 
me  die  mins  of  his  own  house,  making  no  complaint  or 
illusion  to  his  misfortune ;  when  he  had  finished,  he  con- 
ducted me  to  his  habitation,  which  was  a  hut,  chiefly  com- 
posed of  palm  branches;  it  was  so  small,  that  entering  it 
was  out  of  the  question,  but  he  offered  it  to  me,  with  brandy 
Of  any  thing  he  possessed,  with  the  noble,  unaffected  and 
inimitable  ease  quite  pecuUar  to  this  people.  The  women 
of  the  better  classes,  some  of  whom  were  v^  good  looking, 
were  working  indefatigably  at  the  tambour,  and  other  do- 
mestic works  of  Moorish  Spain;  moving  their  heads  out  of 
the  low  windows,  till  the  retreat  of  the  last  rays  of  light 
compelled  them  to  desist. 

I  slept  in  a  cabin,  in  the  place  which  represented  the 
poiada^  with  a  clean  bed  spread  on  the  floor;  the  slight 
rafters  were  lashed  to  the  wall  with  rope,  to  prevent  acci- 
dents, and  the  people,  whose  kindness  and  attention  could 
not  be  exceeded,  assured  me  I  had  nothing  to  apprehend, 
should  a  shock  occur  during  the  night.  When  I  arose  at 
the  dawn  of  day,  the  women  were  performing  with  charac- 
teristic cheerfulness  the  offices  servants  would  have  done 
for  them  in  better  times,  sweeping  their  humble  verandas, 
and  the  fronts  of  their  houses,  in  loose  attire,  as  they  had 
nscn  from  their  couches,  their  long  hair  (which,  if  it  be 
the  glory  of  women,  is  doubly  that  of  the  Spanish  portion 
of  them)  streaming  in  the  wind,  and  falling  below  their 
waists.    The  whole  place  was  the  picture]  of  unaffected, 
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cheerful  resignation.  Not  a  beggar  was  to  be  seen,  nor  a 
complaint  or  murmur  heard  amongst  them.* 

The  salt  lake,  to  which  Tctre  Vieja  owes  its  support,  b 
about  three  leagues,  or  thirteen  miles,  in  circumference; 
it  appears  to  be  supplied  by  salt  springs.  The  quantity  they 
furnish  varies ;  when  there  is  not  sufficient,  they  admit  the  sea 
water,  by  means  of  a  sluice.  During  the  dry  season,  eva- 
poration takes  place  in  proportion  to  the  heat,  and  in  the 
autumn  a  crust,  of  from  three  to  eight  inches,  is  formed 
over  the  vast  surface;  it  is  broken  up,  and  carted  away  in 
the  manner  of  ice,  the  labour  being  the  whole  expense. 
The  profit  tojgovemment,  it  being  a  royal  monopoly, 
would  be  very  great  if  the  system  were  different;  but  the 
duties  now  amount  to  a  prohibition  for  the  internal  con- 
sumption, and  the  foreign  trade,  which  was  formerly  con- 
siderable, is  diminished. 

The  road  to  Orihuela  is  uninteresting,  but  we  passed 
the  line  of  the  earthquake,  every  building  being  levelled 
to  the  ground ;  a  line  of  villages  on  the  right,  with  Arab 
names,  suffered  most  severely.  Passing  a  picturesque  and 
isolated  mount,  crowned  by  a  Moorish  fort,  almost  inac- 
cessible, I  arrived  at  Murcia.  This  vale  is  one  of  the 
finest  monuments  of  the  industry  and  skill  of  the  Moors, 
whose  descendants  remain  pure  and  unmixed.  The  irri- 
gation, on  which  every  thing  depends,  in  conducted  with 
consummate  skill ;  the  situation  is  one  of  the  hottest  in 
Spain,  the  Huerta  being  closed  on  every  side,  without  sea 
or  cool  mountain  breezes.  In  this  vale  the  African  cha- 
racter is  not  only  preserved,  but  the  blood  is  so  pure,  that 
the  tribes  the  people  descend  from,  in  many  instances,  may 

*  I  heard,  about  May,  1832,  that  the  work  of  rebuilding  had  com- 
menced; the  shocks  gradually  diminished  soon  after  the  catastrophe,  and 
when  I  was  there,  were  no  longer  formidable;  some  nights,  Uke  that 
which  I  passed  there,  not  exhibiting  any. 
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be  traced  as  at  Algiers  or  Tunis.  The  cast  of  countenance 
is  in  general  very  different  from  that  of  the  Andalusian 
Moors. 

The  city  contains  few  objects  otart ;  but  the  finest  sculp- 
ture of  Zarcillo,  the  last  of  the  great  Spanish  school,  is  to 
be  found  there.  The  few  painters  who  belong  to  it  are 
ranged  with  the  school  of  Valencia.  The  town  is  clean, 
and  perfectly  Moorish,  with  beautiful  walks  for  sununer  and 
winter. 

I  examined  the  district,  and  then  proceeded  to  Cartagena. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  places  never  attempted  by  the  French 
ia  the  war  of  independence,  and  I  beUeve  was  never  regu- 
larly taken  in  modem  times.    At  the  termination  of  the  bay, 
which  is  formed  by  an  opening  between  high  ranges  of  lime- 
stone, stands  the  town  on  rising  ground,  flanked  by  lofty  hills 
on  each  side,  and  having  a  low  plain  at  the  back ;  above  this 
plain  is  a  ridge  of  rocks,  which  constitutes  the  land  barrier. 
It  is  so  commanding  that  the  engineers  have  thought  it 
mmecessary  to  fortify  much,  and  the  land  front  is  little 
more  than  a  high  curtain  without  outworks.     The  left  or 
western  flank  covers  the  basin,  and  is  protected  by  two  very 
strong  detached  castles,  built  on  pinnacles  of  the  rock,  and 
not  commanded,  which  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  get 
at.    The  masonry  of  the  works  of  the  town  is  indifferent, 
being  of  small  blocks  of  brittle  limestone,  with  very  large 
joints.  The  right  or  eastern  flank  is  covered  by  an  advanced 
horn-work,  which  crowns  a  detached  mass  of  rock  and  is 
probably  the  weak  points  By  destroying  this  work,  and  ad- 
vancing batteries  on  the  right,  the  whole  land  curtain  would 
be  seen,  and  the  right  front  be  quite  open.  The  situation,  the 
^fficulty  of  the  ground,  which  is  mostly  bare  rock,  the  hav- 
ing the  bea  open,  and  being  in  constant  communication 
with  the  English  fleet,  were  sufficient  reasons  to  prevent  its 
being  attacked ;  but  besides  these  advantages,  it  was  too  far 
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from  the  base  of  operaiioBS  and  eommunicatioiis  of  any 
portion  of  the  French  armies  capable  of  undertaking  so  ex- 
tensive a  siege  in  a  country  without  resources  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  magnificent  basin,  capable  of  holding  a  fleet, 
with  fifty  feet  water,  now  contained  a  corvette  for  sale, 
which  no  one  would  buy,  and  some  convicts  were  heaving 
up  the  stern  part  of  the  San  Pablo,  about  the  last  renmant 
of  the  navy  of  Spain.  The  splendid  storehouses  were 
empty,  and  the  rope-walk  unoccupied. 

I  sent  to  apprize  the  Consul  of  my  arrival,  intending  to 
call  afterwards ;  but  received  a  message  to  say  he  was  ill  in 
bed;  consequently,  after  examining  the  place  I  arranged  to 
depart,  and  was  retiring  to  the  hotel,  when  an  orderly  came 
from  the  Governor  to  say,  that  if  I  did  not  wait  on  him,  the 
gates  would  be  closed  on  me  in  the  morning;  I  accordingly 
repaired  to  his  residence,  and  found  him  in  state,  ready  to 
receive  me.  He  commenced  by  saying,  ^^  I  am  surprised.  Sir, 
that  you,  as  a  British  officer,  should  not  know  better  than  to 
omit  paying  the  respect  due  to  me,  by  calling  upon  me.^  I 
attempted  some  defence,  to  which  he  paid  little  atten- 
tion, but  went  on,  ''  Sir,  you  did  not  even  wait  on  your 
own  Consul,  but  sent  your  card  by  a  servant;  these  things 
are  wrong;  you  ought  to  be  aware  that,  as  a  stranger, 
I  am  your  protector;  and  if  you  are  in  any  scrape  you 
will  come  to  me  to  get  you  out  of  it;*  how  am  I  to  do 
this  if  lam  ignorant  of  your  being  in  the  place?"  He 
delivered  this  with  emphasis,  and  then  paused.  The  place 
was  full  of  aid-de-camps,  secretaries  and  assistants,  who  had 
collected  to  see  the  scene.  '*  Bien  dicho, "  said  the  senior; 
which  was  repeated  by  all  present,  and  I  was  condemned 
by  acclamation.  The  good  feeling  was  so  manifest,  that  I 
felt  little  inclination  to  interrupt  his  triumph,  and  I  was 

*  By  the  law  of  Spain,  the  captain  general,  or  chief  military  authority, 
is  the  protector  of  strangers.    , 
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siieDt.  He  was  Satisfied,  and  said,  very  courieouily,  '^  You 
really,  Sir,  ougbt  to  have  known  better :  you  know  if  a 
Spanish  officer  travels  in  England  be  oiust  wait  on  tbe  Go- 
vernor of  every  place  be  visits ;  wby  sbould  you  not  do  tbe 
same  here  ?"  I  then  took  my  leave.  It  was  often  remarked 
during  tbe  war  that  there  was  no  land  wind  at  Cartagena, 
and  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  get  ships  out ;  a  rare  oc- 
currence in  tbe  Mediterranean,  where  it  prevails  almost 
universally.  It  was  a  serious  disadvantage  to  a  port  of  war 
before  the  invention  of  steam  vessels.  It  may  be  owing  to  , 
the  gradual  diffusion  of  temperature,  in  a  region  probably 
the  most  even  in  Europe  as  to  climate,  over  tbe  mountains, 
the  plain  at  the  back,  and  the  adjoining  sea,  and  tbe  eon- 
sequent  want  of  the  sudden  refrigeration  and  transition, 
whH^b  are  tbe  cause  of  that  phenomenon  in  other  places. 
The  district  whicb  includes  the  maritime  parts  of  the 
idogdom  of  Murcia  and  tbe  western  portion  of  Valencia, 
with  the  eastern  end  of  Andalusia  beyond  tbe  influence  of 
the  Sierra  Nevada,  is  tbe  driest  in  Europe;  it  is  some- 
times nine  or  ten  months  without  rain ;  tbe  vapour  is 
arrested  far  in  tbe  interior  by  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  which 
forms  its  barrier  to  the  north. 

It  possesses  unequalled  advantages  for  agriculture,  but 
thetearew)  pantanos,  or  reservoirs,  from  tbe  want  of  which 
nearly  the  whole  country,  excepting  the  vale  of  the  Segura, 
is  like  an  African  desert  No  place,  excepting  for  the 
harbour,  can  be  more  unfit  for  a  naval  station.  There  is  no 
resource  whatever  at  band,  excepting  the  pine  timber  of 
the  Sierra  de  Segura,  which  is  only  fit  for  inferior  uses, 
and,  like  every  thing  in  the  navy  of  Spain,  it  resembled  an 
exotic  or  forced  plant,  and  has  sunk  as  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure with  whicb  it  was  sustained  has  been  withdrawn. 
The  pUce  is  entirely  decayed.  I  could  not  procure  a  horse, 
and  was  obliged  to  geologize  on  foot. 
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Bring  uDable  to  hire  animals  to  cross  the  mountains,  I 
took  a  tartana^  and  proceeded  by  the  carriage  road  to 
Ahnazarron,  which  is  a  large  village  in  a  valley,  about  a  league 
from  the  sea,  and  enjoys  a  more  temperate  and  healthy 
air  than  Cartagena.   There  was  no  posada^  but  I  was  hos- 
pitably lodged   in  the  house  of  a  young  couple  lately 
married,  the  husband  being  the  son  of  the  Director  of  the 
alum  establishment    A  hill  at  the  back  of  the  village,  called 
St.  Christobal,  has  for  ages  suppUed  the  rock  which  fur- 
nishes the  alum,  and  the  almagro,  or  red  earth,  used  in 
polishing  mirrors  and  other  uses.     The  rock,  which  is  soft 
and  easily  broken,  is  toasted  and  then  slaked  ;  the  alum  is 
deposited  in  solution  and  evaporated,  and  the  residue,  after 
passing  through  water,  is  the  almagro  :  it  is,  I  believe,  a 
silicate  of  iron.     It  is  one  of  the  great  districts  of  barilla, 
and  they  were  preparing  to  make  carbonate  of  soda,  of 
which  they  showed  me  excellent  specimens.     Fortunately 
thereis  little  fuel  wanted,  the  common  shrubs  sufficing  for 
the  kilns ;  otherwise  Ihey  could  not  go  on,  as  there  is  not  a  tree 
in  the  district,  and  a  valuable  iron  mine  is  quite  useless  from 
that  cause.     Hie  geology  of  this  curious  place  will  be 
mentioned  under  its  head.     I  hired  mules  for  Almeria,  in- 
tending to  proceed  by  Macael  and  Purchena.    After  cross- 
ing a  wild  and  almost  uncultivated  tract,  I  arrived  at  the  foot 
of  the  lomo  de  vaca,  or  cow's  back,  a  curious  ridge,  the  form 
of  which  has  suggested  its  name,  and  which  figures  in  the 
geological  features  ofthis  part  of  Spain.    Descending  through 
an  equally  dreary  tract,  I  reached  Aguilas,  a  small  town 
at  the  foot  of  a  bold  rock,  on  which  is  a  castle;  with  a  bay 
on  each  side,  affording  shelter  as  the  east  or  west  winds 
may  prevail.  The  town  was  founded  by  Charles  the  Third, 
and  is  one  of  his  many  excellent  plans.    It  communicates 
by  a  carriage  road  with  Lorca,  on  the  route  from  Granada  io 
Murcia,  and  was  intended  as  the  seaport  of  the  upper  parts 
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of  the  kingdom  of  Murcia.  It  is  regularly  laid  out,  like  his 
colonies,  and  well  built  with  substantial  edifices,  but  b  now 
quite  decayed.  The  next  day  I  crossed  the  small  plain  of 
Aguilas,  and  came  to  a  most  dreary  tract  of  slates,  through 
which  it  was  difficult  to  find  the  road;  at  last  we  came  to 
a  stand;  a  deep  pool  had  been  formed  by  a  flood  the  pre- 
ceding day  between  two  rocks,  and  the  guide  being  afraid 
io  swim  the  mules,  we  had  to  clamber  up,  and  with  great 
difficuUy  tamed  it  After  passing  these  defiles,  we  entered 
the  great  delta  of  the  Almanzora,  and  crossing  its  wide  bed 
reached  Vera.  In  this  day's  route,  or  the  preceding,  there 
was  not  a  venta  and  scarcely  a  house.  I  had  been  assured 
that  Vera  was  a  cky,'  and  that  every  thing  was  to  be  had 
there;  I  found  it  a  straggling,  poor,  inhospitable  place,  with  a 
wretched  and  dear  posada^  belonging  to  the  Ayunta- 
miento,  which  is  known  all  over  the  country  for  its  mise- 
rable acconmiodation.  The  water  is  bad,  being  impreg- 
nated with  nitre,  and  the  country  around  dreary  and  un- 
productive. The  next  day  I  proceeded  up  the  Aknanzora,  by 
a  sandy  country  quite  denuded  of  trees,  save  a  narrow  stripe 
akng  the  river,  by  which  the  whole  country  might  be  turned 
into  a  garden.  We  passed  some  miserable  villages  in  the 
most  lovely  situations.  The  road  was  chiefly  by  the  wide 
and  gravelly  bed  of  the  river.  In  the  afternoon  I  came  to 
Almanzora,  the  site  of  a  favourite  palace  of  the  kings  of 
Granada.  It  stood  on  a  small  eminence  or  knoll,  the  river 
washing  the  foot  of  it.  A  spacious  cortijo,  or  country 
house  with  iarm  offices,  built  in  the  last  century,  now  oc- 
cupies the  site,  and  not  a  Moorish  fragment  is  left.  Every 
tree  has  been  carefully  removed,  audit  is  now  in  the  midst 
of  an  open  desert.  The  viUages  higher  up  are  better 
built,  but  1  could  procure  no  wine,  although  the  country  is 
celebrated  for  it.  We  overtook  a  drove  of  asses,  and  ascer- 
taining firom  the  leader  they  belonged  to  MacaeU  as  my 
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guide  was  ignorant  of  the  road,  I  joined  company  with 
them ;  we  crossed  the  river  above  Cantoria,  about  a  league 
below  Purchena,  and  ascending  a  mountain  tract  arrived 
at  Macael,  a  village  celebrated  from  the  time  of  the  Moors 
for  its  quarries  of  statuary  marble.  I  sent  for  the  maestre 
de  canteras^  or  quarry  master,  and  ascertaining  I  had  not 
time  to  see  the  quarries  that  evening,  I  determined  to  sleep 
at  Purchena  and  return  in  the  morning.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  kindness  of  these  people,  who  are  extremely  poor, 
with  a  mine  capable  of  enriching  the  whole  district,  which 
is  now  perfectly  useless  and  unprofitable.  They  pressed 
me  so  much  to  stay  with  them,  that  I  had  great  difficulty 
to  get  away.  There  was  no  posada,  but  they  said  neither 
men  nor  mules  should  want  for  anything.  Their  difficul- 
ties were  increased  by  a  new  and  arbitrary  tax  lately  laid 
on  by  the  Corregidor  of  Baza,  under  whose  jurisdiction 
they  are,  of  a  dollair  per  faneg a  on  all  seed  corn  sown, 
and  levied  in  the  mode  usual  in  Spain  previously  to  its 
being  put  into  the  ground ;  a  dreadful  and  ruinous  tax^ 
especially  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  the  crops  of  com 
give  a  very  uncertain  return,  in  addition  to  the  other  heavy 
charges;  but  they  had  no  remedy  and  were  obliged  to  sub- 
mit. The  village  is  in  a  barranco,  or  ravine,  with  a  beau- 
tiful stream  of  water,  of  which  no  use  was  made,  and  they  had 
not  the  slightest  ideaof  saw  or  polishing  mills  for  the  marble. 
I  fixed  with  the  maestre  to  meet  him  in  the  morning,  and  went 
to  Purchena,  which  I  was  anxious  to  see.  It  is  about  a  league 
distant.  On  entering  the  town  I  inquired  of  an  old  woman  if 
there  was  a  posada  ?  "Si  senor,  hay  una,  nueva,  hermosa.'* 
It  had  a  most  inviting  appearance,  but  the  interior  turned 
out  to  be  a  mere  shell,  all  the  back  part  being  unfinished, 
and  the  only  habitable  room  was  occupied  by  a  conunercial 
traveller.  I  arranged  to  sleep  in  the  open  space  at  the 
entrance,  and  inquired  what  was  to  be  had  for  supper ; 
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was  there  mutton?  *'Hush!  habra.  "     *'  Wine?"  which  is 
celebrated.     ^'  Tambien  habra,  pero  no  diga  v.  nada." 
The  meaning  of  this  was,  that  there  was  a  monopoly  of 
these  articles  in  the  place,  most  probably  by  the  Ayunta- 
miento,  and  that  the  articles  sold  pubUcly  were  dear  and 
bad,  and  must  be  procured  in  other  quarters.    As  I  was 
retiring  to  rest,  an  alguazil  came  to  say  the  A  Icalde  wished 
to  see  me.    He  was  a  gentleman,  the  place  beti^  of  some 
coasequence.    He  asked  me  a  few  questions  Tery  politely, 
whidi  he  was  quite  justified  in  doing,  as  the  times  were 
very  critical,  and  I  was  out  of  the  direct  route,  and  in  a 
place  very  seldom  v»ited.    I  explained  my  object,  and  he 
said  ''  Pero  que  necessita  v.  en  la  Peninsula  ?"  but  what 
brings  you  to  the  Peninsula?   I  answered  that  I  had  per- 
miflBion  from  my  own  government  and  from  that  of  Spain 
to  travel,  which  I  supposed  sufficient.    He  instantly  gave 
me  the  passport,  \rhicfa  was  already  signed ;  saying  '*  vaya 
V.  con  Dios."*  Purcbena,  which  possesses  great  hietorical 
interest,  fr-om  its  being  the  residence  of  the  Re  Chico  after 
the  siuT^eider  of  Granada,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Sierra  de  Filabres,  the  eastern  shoulder  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada.     The  ruined  castle  occupies  a  lofty  cliiF  at  the 
back,  and  below  it  is  the  junction  of  two  branches  of  the 
Abnan2ora.     The  country  is  beautiful,  but  is  now  almost 
entirdy  divested  of  trees.   .  The  town,  which  contained 
seven  thousand  houses  in  the  time  of  the  Moors,  has  now 
barely  four  hundred.   The  situation  is  of  great  importance, 
as  it  commands  the  whole  vale  of  the  Almanzora  and  the 
sea  at  the  south,  an  easy  communication  with  Baza  and 
with  Lorca  by  Cuevas,  as  well  as  two  lines  of  road  to  Al- 
neria  and  the  mines  of  the  Sierra  de  Filabres.     In  the 
coarse  of  the  evening,  a  variety  of  characters  assembled 
from  the  village.    I  endeavoured  to  get  information  about 
die  route  for  the  nexi  day,  intending  to  cross  direct  froia 
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the  quarries  of  Macael  to  Almeria.  The  maps  were  of 
no  use.  No  two  accounts  agreed.  No  one  "knew  more  than 
the  road  they  always  frequented,  which  was  a  line  higher 
up  the  Sierra ;  and  represented  the  other  as  impracticable, 
or  full  of  robbers :  they  could  not  agree  in  the  distance 
within  several  leagues,  and  I  had  to  follow  my  own  plan 
and  trust  to  the  chance  of  finding  a  line  in  the  direction  I 
had  planned.  In  the  morning  I  returned  to  Macael,  taking 
Antonio  Vicarro,  the  maestre  de  CantercLs^  and  a  guide 
to  put  me  in  the  route  to  Almeria.  The  quarries 
are  a  league  above  the  village,  and  there  is  a  scrap  of 
pine  forest  which  afforded  a  most  agreeable  contrast 
to  the  arid  regions  I  had  traversed  for  several  days. 
The  principal  bed  of  marble  is  near  the  summit  of  the 
forest,  and  is  entirely  disengaged.  There  were  seven 
beautiful  blocks,  apparently  intended  for  has  relieb,  about 
seven  feet  in  length,  ready  to  be  sent  to  London;  the  first 
foreign  order,  I  believe,  they  had  ever  received.  Another 
immense  block  was  quite  ready  to  be  detached,  but  the 
only  other  order  they  had,  was  for  a  blue  and  white  pave- 
ment in  small  squares,  for  a  convent  of  nuns  at  Murcia. 
I  inquired  why  they  did  not  make  a  mill  to  assist  in  the 
working?  ^^no  hay  genio/'  there  is  no  will.  The  chief 
defect  is  the  want  of  a  road.  They  transport  the  blocks 
with  vast  labour  to  the  bed  of  the  Almanzora,  and  then 
to  a  place  on  the  beach  near  Vera,  where  they  are  em- 
barked. The  easiest  and  best  direction  is  by  Atal  and  Ta- 
bernas  to  Almeria.  The  whole  line  is  an  inclined  plane, 
and  the  maestre  assured  me,  he  could  make  it  fit  for  trans- 
port for  eighty  thousand  reah^  about  eight  hundred  pounds. 
The  block  alluded  to  is  the  fellow  to  one  moved  at  the  end 
of  the  last  century,  before  the  troubles  of  Spain  commenced, 
which  forms  the  magnificent  tomb  or  monument  of  the 
archbishop  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Miguel,  in  the  cathedral  of 
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Granada.    It  is  about  twelve  feet  high,  in  one  solid  block, 
apparently  without  a  flaw.    It  was  moved  at  an  enormous 
expense,  the  journey  to  the  river,  which  is  only  two  leagues, 
occupying  three  weeks,  and  that  to  Baza  as  much.    The 
{atherofthe  maesire  had  assisted  in  the  operation,  which 
is  handed  carefully  down  in  the  history  of  the  place.     A 
great  quantity  of  marble  of  inferior  quality  has  been  at  va- 
rious times  taken  £rom*these  quarries  up  to  the  period  in 
question.    The  magnificent  blocks,  that  give  the  name  to 
the  hall  of  the  two  sisters  at  the  Alhambra,  which  are 
twelve  or  thirteen  feet  in  length,  and  all  the  white  marble 
in  it,  was  brought  from  hence.   The  views  from  the  upper 
part  of  this  forest  are  very  fine.    The  vast  delta  of  the  Al- 
manzora  resembles  a  Libyan  desert,  the  course  of  the 
river  being  marked  by  a  narrow  strip  of  dark  green.    The 
conntry  between  the  river  and  the  mountains  east  of  it,  is 
worn  by  the  torrents  into  innumerable  hillocks,  and  gives 
that  appearance  which  caused  Bowles,  who  first  visited 
this  region,  to  compare  it  to  the  agitated  waves  of  a  stormy 
sea.    This  mountain  belongs  to  the  commune,  who  have 
the  exclusive  right  of  working  it,  but  they  have  no  capital, 
nor  means  of  extending  their  operations.    After  leaving 
the  forest,  I  descended  by  an  open  country  to  Atal,  so  pro- 
nounced by  the  people,  but  written  in  the  maps  Tahal. 
It  is  a  stout,  well-built  village,  with  a  small  Moorish  keep 
or  feudal  castle  at  the  upper  end,  which  is  surrounded  by 
a  low  turretted  basement,  i9ind  a  ditch.    The  name  is  pro- 
bably from  the  watch  or  look-out,  and  it  may  have  been  the 
possession  of  a  chief  who  figured  by  that  name  in  the  in- 
surrection of  the  Moriscos.    At  some  distance  below  is  a 
sniall  plain,  at  the  ex^mity  of  which  stands  Tabernas,  a  de- 
cayed place  of  great  consequence  in  the  wars  of  the  Moors. 
It  has  a  ruined  castle  of  considerable  size  and  strength, 
npon  an  eminence,  and  completely  commanding  a  defile 
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leading  to  (be  great  river  of  Almeria.  The  next  day  I 
descended  by  a  deep  gravelly  bed  or  water  way,  witb  lofty 
walls  on  eacb  side,  and  with  scarcely  any  cultivation,  until 
we  joined  the  main  trunk  or  river  of  Almeria.  The  scene 
then  changed,  and  a  completely  African  country  suC/ceeded. 
Palms,  orange  and  lemon  trees,  flat  roofs  to  the  small 
houses,  and  a  physiognomy  as  completely  Moorish  as  the 
opposite  coast  could  exhibit,  mark  this  part  of  the  Tierra 
caliente.  *  After  following  the  wide  bed  of  the  river  for 
some  distance,  I  crossed  a  small  range  of  hills  and  arrived 
at  Almeria.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  the  people  of  the 
fonday  who  were  of  great  respectability,  told  me  that  a 
well  known  character,  a  police  spy,  had  been  prowling 
about  and  making  inquiries  and  observations  about  my 
passport,  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  extort  money.  I  paid 
no  attention  to  this,  but  went  to  call  on  the  Governor,  who 
was  ill  and  living  out  of  town,  and  on  the  Vice  Consul, 
who  was  absent.  I  was  drawing  on  the  rocks  at  the  back 
of  the  town,  when  a  soldier  came  and  begged  I  would  ac- 
company him  to  the  guard-house.  The  officer,  who  could 
not  comprehend  the  difference  between  military  drawing 
and  sketching  a  landscape,  referred  me  to  the  Colonel,  who 
was  with  many  other  officers;  he  instantly  dismissed  the 
complaint.  I  rode  out  to  Cape  de  Gatt,  to  look  at  the  geo- 
logy, when  a  soldier  requested  I  would  go  to  a  post  oh  the 
beach.  The  sergeant  commanding  examined  my  passport, 
and  did  not  detain  me  an  instant,  but  privately  sent  oiT  an 
express  to  ibe  town  to  mention  the  circumstance.  In  the 
evening  the  Vice  Consul,  who  had  arrived,  called  on  tfie, 
and  said  he  had  received  notice  from  the  authorities  that  I 
might  expect  a  visit  from  them.  Accordingly,  the  aid-de- 
camp of  the  Governor  and  the  police  spy  came,  with  the 

*  For  the  explanation  of  this  term,  see  Introduction  to  the  Natural 
History. 
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Vice  Consul,  and  io  doe  form  requested  to  see  my  papers. 
They  took  my  portfolio  and  note-book,  and  we  went  to  tbe 
Governor,  who  was  living  in  a  country-house  outside : 
when  we  came  to  the  door,  the  spy  gave  a  private  signal, 
and  it  was  immediately  opened.  He  received  me  with  the 
greatest  civiUty ;  he  took  my  pocket  book,  and  saying  he 
presumed  it  contained  my  notes,  gave  it  to  me  unopened ;  the 
sketches  he  examined  with  the  interest  of  an  amateur,  and 
then  returned  them,  saying  '^  this  complaint  was  made  to 
me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  notice  it,  but  I  am  extremely 
sorry  it  has  happened;  it  is  my  desire  to  give  every 
assistance  and  show  every  attention  to  oflScers  of  any 
country  allied  wi&  the  king  of  Spain,  who  may  visit  this 
place.  Had  I  known  of  your  being  here,  I  would 
have  sent  an  aid-de-camp  to  show  you  every  thing  in  the 
place.''  The  miserable  animal  to  whom  I  owed  this  ad- 
venture, whose  appearance  was  as  filthy  and  disgusting 
as  his  occupation,  was  present,  but  it  was  bis  last  perfor- 
mance, smd  he  was  driven  out  of  the  place,  of  which  he 
had  long  been  the  pest  and  destestation,  a  few  days  after- 
wards. The  reason  of  the  severity  of  the  military  duty 
was,  that  Torrijos  had  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  and  was 
daily  expected  to  make  a  descent  on  the  place.  The 
town  is  a  mere  shadow  of  its  ancient  state  in  the  time 
of  the  Arabs.  The  houses  are  small  and  low,  but  neat 
and  dean.  The  Moorish  walls  are  ahnost  entire.  The 
Akazaba,  or  citadel,  was  of  great  size  and  strength,  hav- 
ing three  interior  lines.  The  upper  part  is  of  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Fifth ;  having  been  built  subsequently  to  the  cap- 
ture. The  character  of  the  lower  class  of  inhabitants  is  com- 
pletely Moorish :  some  of  their  houses,  which  have  flat 
roofs  and  only  one  story,  have  two  or  three  rooms  without 
windows,  opening  into  each  other  and  merely  separated 
by  [curtains,  the  inside,  or  sleeping  apartments,  looking 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


40  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

into  a  small  inclosed  yard,  where  are  the  cooking  utensils 
and  stoves,  as  in  Barbary.  The  women  may  be  seen, 
in  some  of  the  smaller  houses,  in  loose  robes  covering 
them  entirely  from  head  to  foot ;  and  alight  tinge  of  yellow 
completes  this  Moorish  character.  In  the  cottages,  where 
I  frequently  accosted  them,  making  different  excuses  for 
doing  so,  I  found  them  invariably  civil,  but  shy  and  retiring. 
Some  of  their  voices  are  the  sweetest  in  the  world.  The 
Moorish  character,  which  this  part  of  the  country  pre- 
serves with  perhaps  as  great  purity  as  any  other  part  of  An- 
dalusia, is  owing,  in  all  probability,  as  well  to  the  clinuite, 
which  has  permitted  the  African  usages  to  be  retained, 
as  to  the  little  violence  which  accompanied  the  capture  of 
this  important  place.  It  surrendered  without  resistance,  and 
escaped  the  horrors  which  awaited  the  inhabitants  of  those 
who  defended  their  altars.  In  other  respects,  the  same 
consequences  have  resulted,  the  ruin  of  commerce  and  of 
agriculture,  and  the  reduction  of  the  population  to  a  fraction 
of  what  it  formerly  was.  Some  of  the  better  families  are 
of  pure  Moorish  descent.  Almeria  is,  to  use  the  expression, 
a  polished  place,  like  all  the  cities  of  the  south,  where  the 
elements  have  not  been  disturbed  by  some  local  cause,  and 
the  "  trato'*  is  very  agreeable.  *  It  is  a  kind  of  secondary 
capital,  and,  if  it  were  not  for  the  utter  decay  of  the  whole 
country,  would  be  of  great  consequence.  The  plain  to  the 
East,  which  is  terminated  by  the  Cape  de  Gatt,  and  is  now 
little  more  than  a  desert,  might  be  cultivated.  The  bay 
commands  the  coast  communication  both  ways  :  a  carriage 
road  leads  to  Granada  by  Guadix,  and  communicates  with 

*  The  word  traio  is  in  common  use,  in  tbis  sense,  and  is  too  com- 
prehensive to  admit  of  translation.  It  means  the  manners  and  deport- 
ment of  either  indiyiduals ,  or  of  cities,  or  even  countries.  The  verb  is 
also  used,  and  "  no  le  he  traudo""  is  constantly  said,  meaning,  I  have 
not  had  dealings  with  him  personally. 
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the^ole  of  the  mountain  passes  of  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  comprising  many  mining  districts. 

I  hired  mules,  and  set  out  for  Adra.  When  we  had  pro- 
ceeded some  distance,  I  suspected  we  were  following  a  line 
too  far  from  the  coast,  and  on  inquiring  of  a  peasant,  found 
it  to  be  so  :  my  guide  was  ignorant  of  the  road,  and  was 
too  idle  and  conceited    to  inquire.     The  informant  put 
ns  on  a  road  which  conducted,  by  some  smelting  mills, 
through  a  defile,  into  the  Campo  de  Dalias,  an  elevated 
flat  near  the  seashore,  quite  uncultivated,  with  only  a  few 
small  lead    mills  scattered  over  it.     Some  algihes,  or 
cisterns,  of  the  Moors  are  yet  remaining;  but  with  panta- 
NOf,  or  tanks,  it  might  be  made  a  garden.   At  the  western 
end  the  hills  close  on  the  coast,  leaving  a  small  marshy 
district,  at  the  termination  of  which,  on  a  sandy  strip,  in 
a  truly  African  climate,  stands  Adra.  A  stream  flows  near 
it,  the  delta  of  which  forms  sugar  grounds.  The  place  has 
assumed  some  consequence  of  late,  from  its  being  the  port 
and  chief  smelting  place  for  the  lead  of  the  Sierra  de  Gador. 
There  is  an  extensive  establishment  intended  to  embrace 
the  whole  lead  business,  of  pipes,  sheets,  &c.,  the  use  of 
which  is  as  yet  unknown  in  Spain.    I  went  to  Berja,  by 
the  course  of  the  stream,  ascending  through  narrow  gorges. 
The  dreadful  destruction  of  the  floods,  of  which  mention 
will  be  made  hereafter,  extended  to  this  part  A  most  indus- 
trious and  respectable  Frenchman  had  established  a  water- 
mill,  where  he  gained  a  subsistence  by  smelting  the  refuse 
ores  and  scoriae  of  the  richer  establishments :  his  whole 
savings  were  vested  in  charcoal,  the  entire  mass  of  which 
was  swept  away,  and  the  mill  narrowly  escaped.    Berja  is 
a  beautiful  place,  in  a  hoyaj  or  small  basin,  surrounded 
by  lofty  mountains,  and  being  well  watered,  and  at  a  mo- 
derate elevation,  is  a  healthy  and  thriving  place.  It  is  the 
intermediary  station  of  the  innumerable  mules  and  asses 
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employed  ib  transporting  provisioiis  and  supplies  to  the 
Sierra  and  carrying  the  ore  to  Adra.  In  the  morning  I 
ascended  the  Sierra  de  Gador,  which  resembles  a  new 
colony.  It  is  a  high  and  perfectly  bare  limestone  ridge, 
on  whidi  were  hutted,  in  the  rudest  manner,  eight  thou- 
sand men.  The  habitations  are  of  stone,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible quantity  of  wood ;  and  the  roofs  covered  with  a  sort 
of  cement.  The  proprietors  and  managers  were  lodged 
scarcely  any  better  than  the  men ;  their  stores  and  provisions 
being  annexed.  Not  a  woman  or  an  animal  of  the  canine 
species  is  permitted  to  reside  on  the  mountain,  doubtless 
from  motives  of  economy,  as  the  provisions  are  furnished 
to  the  men  at  discretion  :  and  they  informed  me  the  con- 
sumption, expecially  of  the  new  comers,  was  enormous. 
Their  diet  is  at  present  confined  to  bread  and  potatoes, 
not  even  salt  fish  being  supplied,  owing  to  the  exorbi- 
tant duty  upon  it;  a  practical  specimen  of  the  commercial 
system  of  Spain.  These  mines  are  so  dry,  that  water 
to  drink  is  wanting,  and,  being  brought  from  a  great 
distance,  is  a  very  expensive  article.  After  the  shafts  are 
sunk  and  the  mine  discovered,  the  labour  is  merely  me- 
chanical, ropes  and  baskets  of  spart,  and  rude  wooden 
winches  being  the  sole  apparatus.  As  the  deposit  is  very 
large,  it  is  hopeless  to  contend  against  them  as  to  prices. 
The  road  is  so  bad,  that  only  mules  could  ascend  or  descend 
it,  although  the  most  trifling  expense  would  make  it  excellent. 
In  addition  to  their  provisions,  the  men  are  paid  from  five 
reals,  about  a  shilling  a  day,  to  two,  in  proportion  to  their 
classes.  There  is  a  police  establishment  on  the  mountain.  The 
managers  and  proprietors,  both  here  and  at  Adra,  treated 
me  with  the  frank  kindness  and  unreserved  freedom  of 
communication  universal  in  Spain.*     I  returned  to  Adra, 

•  See  the  Chapter  on  Mines. 
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and  took  mules  to  proceed  to  Granada,  by  the  route  of  Ca- 
diar  and  Lanjaron.  We  passed  the  Hoya  of  Berja,  and 
crossing  a  ridge,  descended  into  a  deep  and  picturesque 
valley,  the  rocks  of  which  were  of  the  richest  and  most 
varied  hues.  At  the  upper  end,  in  a  very  narrow  defile,  a 
monk  presented  himself,  of  most  unusual  appearance,  fie 
was  a  man  of  forty,  short  and  very  stout ;  he  wore  the  habit 
of  the  Capuchin  order,  excepting  that  the  cloth  was  of 
superior  fineness.  Long  gaiters  covered  his  brawny  legs 
to  the  knees,  of  the  same  material.  His  beard,  and  what 
was  visible  of  his  skin,  were  of  a  cleanness  and  neatness 
quite  extraordinary,  and  his  whole  appearance  corresponded ; 
he  was  riding  a  superb  mule,  richly  caparisoned,  with  an 
attendant  on  foot :  a  turn-out  fit  for  a  grandee  of  Spain. 
I  saluted  him,  and  passing  on,  was  casting  my  eye  back  to 
examine  such  an  unexpected  apparition,  when  I  heard 
behind  me  a  long  and  most  emphatic  **  car-ra-jo  I"  "  There 
is  no  one  so  fat  and  sleek  as  these  monks  I'^  This  most 
useful  expletive,  to  which  no  one  but  a  native  can  give  the 
real  effect,  and  amongst  them,  no  one  like  a  southern,  came 
from  the  Alpujarrenian  throat  of  a  young  man  who  had 
followed  us  from  a  village,  and,  having  spoken  with  the 
guide,  was  pressing  forward  to  join  company.  The  monk 
was  just  such  a  specimen  as  Rabelais  would  have  delighted 
in,  or  might  have  figured  in  the  Canterbury  pilgrimage,  a 
fit  mate  for  the  ^<  rump  fed  ronion,**  who  must  have 
""  muncht  and  muncht  and  munchf '  before  he  got  into  his 
present  keeping.  Who  he  was,  my  companion  was  igno- 
rant, and  1  never  ascertained,  but  he  might  be  heard  of 
between  Cadiar  and  Berja.  In  the  evening  I  arrived  at 
Cadiar,  which  1  was  desirous  of  seeing,  asit  may  be  con- 
sidered the  capital  of  the  Alpujarras,  and  was  the  scene  of 
the  last  attempt  of  the  Moors  to  recover  their  independence. 
It  is  beautifully  situated  in  a  romantic  valley,  but  is  a  dirty 
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and  iU-built  place.   The  posada  was  wretched,  and  a  roar- 
ing noise,  kept  all  night  outside  by  a  party  who  were 
keeping  watch  for  fires,  prevented  my  getting  any  rest.  In 
the  morning  I  proceeded  towards  Lanjaron,  descending  by 
the  bed  of  a  torrent,   which  in  all  this  district  forms  the 
road.     The  effects  of  the  dreadful  inundation  which  bad 
taken  place  a  few  weeks  before,  were  too  visible  in  the  route 
^f  the  previous  evening  and  of  the  morning.  In  September, 
4he  autumnal  rains  were  of  unusual  force,  and  after  con- 
tinuing unintermittingly  for  several  hours,  produced  a  flood, 
which  swept  these  vallies  with  resistless  violence.    Every 
thing  exposed  to  its  ravages  was  carried  away.    The  mills 
were  destroyed,  the  acequias^  or  channels  of  irrigation, 
which  had  existed  since  the  time  of  the  Moors,  were  in- 
jured or  rendered  unserviceable.    The  soil  is  so  scanty, 
that  the  corn  patches  and  gardens  are  chiefly  the  reclaimed 
4>eds  of  the  torrents,  which  were  confined  to  the  middle  by 
heaps  of  stones  and  rows  of  poplars  and  other  trees.  These 
trees  were  cut  and  jagged  off  for  miles  in  length,  and  le- 
velled as  if  cut  by  a  scythe,  the  larger  stones  frequenlly 
remaining  on  the  spot,  afler  effecting  the  mischief.    Had  it 
been  repeated  or  continued,   as  vast  masses  of  sand  and 
gravel  accompanied  it,  the  formation  of  lignite  might  have 
been  exhibited  in  these  fallen  and  prostrate  trees.    The 
quantity  of  transported  materials  was  quite  extraordinary. 
The  whole  upper  part  of  the  valley  seemed  to  have  been  in 
motion.   It  was  a  deluge,  or  debacle  in  miniature.    It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  the  inclination  of  the  upper 
vallies  is  very  great.    Lower  down,  the  fragments  became 
smaller,  and  it  graduaUy  ceased  as  we  approached  the  sea 
and  the  angle  of  the  descent  was  diminished,  and  the  beds 
of  the  river  became  more  extended.     This  phenomenon, 
of  which  the  effects  are  to  be  traced  upwards,  as  the  incli- 
nation of  the  vallies  increases,  may  be  caused  by  the  force 
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of  the  water  moving  the  smaller  particles  of  sand  and 
ether  materials,  whose  weight  is  added  to  the  project - 
mg  force  of  the  element  in  its  descent,  witil  they  move 
larger  fragments,  and  so  on  progressively.  These  vallies 
are  yet  in  their  ruined  state,  a  proof  of  the  industry  of  their 
former  inhabitants.  The  vines  are  planted  amongst  the 
crumbling  schist,  and  afford  an  excellent  wine,  where  it 
seems  impossible  anything  should  grow.  Mulberries,  olive, 
orange,  and  lemon  trees,  with  patches  of  com,  are 
grown  wherever  they  can  be  watered,  and  not  the  smallest 
portion  of  ground  is  lost.  I  was  warned  that  the  disastrous 
state  of  the  country,  owing  to  the  inundation,  and  the  dis- 
charge about  to  take  place  of  many  miners  from  the  Sierra 
de  Gador,  would  render  the  roads  insecure.  We  had, 
however,  no  novedad^  to  use  the  Spanish  expression, 
bat  several  groupes,  who  were  not  ready  for  a  coup  de 
main,  cast  a  wistful  eye  at  the  baggage.  A  few  days  after, 
t  gentleman  I  was  acquainted  with,  lost  a  large  sum  of 
money  and  his  horses  and  baggage  on  a  part  of  this  very 
road,  near  the  Yenta  de  Torbiscon,  having  met  a  party  of 
BO  less  than  seventeen  as  he  was  proceeding  to  Adra.  We 
crossed  a  high  pnerto,  or  pass,  which  is  on  a  peninsula  or 
isthmus  of  the  great  river  of  Orgiva.  On  the  summit  was 
t  diaracter  in  a  hut  of  palm  branches,  meant  to  shelter 
him  from  the  sun.  He  was  a  Realista  of  most  ill-favoured 
appearance,  and  stationed  there  to  look  out  for  robbers. 
Laying  down  his  musket,  he  came  to  the  road,  and  asked 
not  for  Aguardiente^  but  Limosna  para  el  Guar  da.  With 
the  exception  of  leaving  his  musket,  he  was  exactly  the 
robber  of  GKl  Bias.  From  this  puerto  I  descended  to  the 
great  river,  and  paying  a  toll  for  a  bridge  not  yet  made  or 
thought  of,  ascended  to  the  Campo  de  Orgiva,  one  of  the 
loveliest  tracts  in  these  mountains.  It  is  a  slope  of  great 
beauty,  terminating  at  the  river  which  washes  the  foot,  and 

4* 
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is  surrounded  by  lofty  ranges  on  all  sides.  The  olive  (ree» 
are  of  immense  size,  and  as  celebrated  amongst  this 
Moorish  race,  as  were  those  of  Athens  among  the  Greeks. 
The  village,  or  town,  is  a  rich  and  substantial  place,  well 
built,  with  beautiful  grounds  and  gardens.  From  this,  a 
league  of  ascent  conducted  me  to  a  summit,  from  whidi 
opens  the  first  view  of  Lanjaron.  It  is  a  long  stra^^^ling 
village,  on  a  slope  which  runs  rapidly  up  to  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  the  eternal  snow  of  which  is  seen  through  openings 
in  the  distance.  The  base  on  which  the  village  stands  is 
covered  with  the  richest  vegetation,  and  it  is  embosomed 
amid  the  mulberry,  chestnut^  ilex  and  the  olive,  with  the 
lemon,  orange  and  palm.  The  vines  are  trained  on  trees, 
as  in  Italy.  The  slope  terminates  abruptly  below  in  a  deep 
barrancoj  or  ravine,  of  which  the  opposite  side  rises  like  a 
colossal  wall :  a  detached  peak  is  crowned  by  a  ruined 
castle.  In  the  valley  below  are  milk  like  those  of  Italy. 
Far  to  the  south,  over  a  ridge,  called  '^  par  excellence"  the 
Sierra  delosMoros,  is  seen  the  Mediterranean.  To  the  West 
are  open  lofty  ranges,  forming  landscapes  of  the  most 
classic  form.  Such  is  the  situation  of  this  beautiful  place, 
which  is  the  glory  of  the  Sierra  de  Nevada,  and  may  vie 
for  picturesque  beauty  with  any  in  Europe.  It  is  much 
resorted  to  in  summer  on  account  of  the  mineral  springs^ 
one  of  which  is  a  very  strong  saline  aperient,  and  of  great 
reputed  efficacy  for  debility  and  indigestion.  The  climate 
is  so  mild,  notwithstanding  its  elevation,  owing  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  mountain  at  the  back,  that  the  trees  escaped 
uninjured  in  the  dreadful  winter  of  1829 — 30,  which  was 
so  idXaX  throughout  the  South  of  Spain."^  The  next  day  I 
started  for  Granada,  and  crossing  a  ridge,  entered  the  open 
defile  which  separates  the  mass  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  from 

*  For  the  marble  of  this  place,  see  the  Chnpter  on  that  head* 
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the  lofty  lands  of  Alhama  and  the  Sierra  de  Tejeda,  and 
forms  the  communication  of  the  Moorish  capital  with  the 
coast  In  loveliness  it  cannot  be  excelled.  It  is  a  grove  of 
olives,  with  palm,  orange  and  lemon  trees,  firuit  gardens 
and  buildings  like  those  of  the  Poussins.  The  open  space 
amidst  this  charming  scenery  affords  magnificent  back 
grounds  of  the  opposite  mountains,  and  are  in  the  truest 
style  of  the  grand  landscape.  Durcal,  called  by  these 
soni-Arabs  Ureal,  as  they  never  pronounce  the  D,  has 
abundant  sources  of  the  finest  water  bursting  from  the 
rocks.  There  are  deep  barrancos,  or  ravines,  to  vary 
tbese  interesting  views.  At  Padul,  which  was  a  marshy 
plain,  but  has  been  drained,  this  scenery  terminates.  Above 
it,  commen^^  the  bleak  and  dreary  waste  which  bounds 
the  Vega,  from  the  highest  summit  of  which  Boabdil 
heaved  his  last  sigh  to  the  white  and  glittering  walls  of 
Orauada. 
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CHAPTER  IH. 

Sierra  de  Segura. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  Sierra  ie  Segwra,  a  lofly 
and  wild  range  of  mountains,  in  whieh  the  Guadiana,  the 
Segura,  and  the  Guadalquivir  take  their  rise,  and  flow  to 
fertilize  the  various  regions  of  la  Mancha,  Murcia,  and  Aa- 
dalusia,  contained  the  principal  forests  in  the  sooth  of  Spain^ 
I  left  Granada  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  it,  with  tw^ 
horses  and  an  armed  guide,  who  was  strongly  recommended 
to  me»  being  in  the  habit  of  carrying  money  to  the  minesr 
and  similar  commissions.  I  obtained  some  letters  of 
recommendation,  but  the  information  I  could  procure  res- 
pecting the  district  was  very  scanty,  the  only  sources  being 
the  timber  merchants  who  occasionally  visit  it  to  purchase 
the  building  materiak  ef  Granada,  which  are  chiefly  sup- 
plied from  thence/  1  slept  the  first  day  at  Guadix.  After 
ascending  by  a  long  range  of  continued  rise  for  more  than 
a  league,  and  crossing  a  defile,  the  road  winds  along  under 
the  shoulder  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  where  are  the  remains 
of  a  noble  forest  of  oak ;  not  a  tree  Ls  now  standing.  ^^ 
dined  at  a  venta  in  a  beautiful  vale,  and  after  traversing  ^^ 
uninteresting  tract,  the  latter  part  of  which  shoots  out  like 
a  promontory,  entered  the  curious  defiles  which  lead  to 
Guadixy  of  which  information  will  be  given  in  the  geological 

*  For  some  fnformatiDn  or  the  subject  of  these  forests,  by  which  my 
attention  was  called  to  them,  I  was  indebted  to  the  Padre  Munoz  of  St- 
^u^stino,  at  Cordova,  Regius  Professor  of  Botany  there 
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aktract.   The  sandy  rock  is  hollowed  into  various  Troglo- 
dyte habitations,  but  the  district  is  almost  uncultivated. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Gruadix  we  again  entered  a 
country  similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  day,  having  the 
bold  and  striking  range  of  the  Sierra  de  Baza,  a  detached 
portion  of  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  on  the  right  After  passing 
an  upland  table  with  wild  uid  bleak  views,  we  descended 
to  Baza.   It  was  late  in  the  autumn,  and  a  caravan  which 
travels  from  Valencia  to  Granada  was  on  its  way.    It  sets 
out  immedii^ly  after  the  gathering  of  the  rice,  whi<^  is«c- 
dianged  for  leather,  trapping  for  mules,  hemp^  images  of 
day,  and  a  variety  of  small  artides  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture.   Hie  journey  and  other  operations  occupy  about  six . 
weeks.  He  road  was^overed  with  lines  of  the  fine  white  asses  - 
of  Valencia,  carrying  sacks  of  rice,  aadmany  passengers  who  * 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  travel.  These  animak  - 
were  all  males,  as  they  are  considered  of  superior  strength . 
and  vigour  to  the  females,  which  remain  at  home  for  domestic 
work.  They  travel  at  a  good  pace,  with  a  light  and  cheerful 
step,  occasionally  tumbling  over  the  rocks,  and  recovering 
their  feet  with  great  coolness  and  agility.  At  Baza  I  lodged  in 
a  spacious  new  pomda  ;  there  were  successive  arrivals  to  - 
the  number  of  two  httttdi*ed  animals,  which  were  all  lodged 
uoder  the  some  roof,  and  the  host  informed  me  he  could 
accommodate  a  still  greater  number.  The  entrance,  which 
comprises  the  kitchen,  and  the  place  of  loading,  unloading, 
and  the  sleeping  benches,  of  the  arrieros^  and  others  of 
the  same  rank,  is  proportionably  large.     As  the  asses  suc- 
cessively arrived,  they  were  quickly  discharged  and  passed 
to  the  stables,  which  are  in  the  rear,  communicating  by 
doors,  and  die  packs  arranged   symmetrically  in  rows, 
read;  to  load  in  the  morning ;  each  mayoral^  or  leader, 
looking  carefully  to  his  own  charge;  the  mozos,  of  which 
there  was  one  to  every  four  or  five  animals,  attending  them. . 
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The  whole  party  slept  either  on  stone  benches,  or  on  the 
ground,  spreading  their  manias.  *  Above  this  vestibule  are 
the  rooms  appropriated  to  passengers :  I  was  shown  into  a 
spacious  one,  without  an  atom  of  furniture,  or  any  thing  but 
the  walls.  A  dean  and  excellent  bed  on  trestles,  however, 
soon  made  its  appearance,  with  the  necessary  furniture,  and 
a  good  supper  was  produced,  after  I  had  sent  to  the  Plaza 
and  purchased  every  article  for  it.  When  the  asses  were 
arranged  and  fed,  and  their  leaders  had  made  their  frugal 
meal  of  salt  fish  and  oil,  guitars  and  castanets  came  forth, 
and  they  kept  it  up  until  a  late  hour,  regardless  of 
the  day^s  fatigue,  or  of  that  which  was^to  follow.  Every 
thing  passed  off  quietly,  but  I  observed  the  host,  who  was 
a  grave  and  sedate  personage,  paced  constantly  back  and 
forwards  amongst  them,  taking  no  part  in  the  enjoyment, 
being  evidently  ready  to  interfere ;  as  amongst  the  Va- 
lencians,  who  are  armed,  and  beyond  all  the  Spaniards 
''  jealous  and  quick  in  quarrel,^'  deadly  frays  sometimes 
break  out  in  an  instant.  Baza,  which' figured  so  much  in 
the  time  of  the  Moors,  is  now  a  miserable  place,  the  inha- 
bitants subsisting  by  the  traffic  of  the  road  which  passes 
through  it,  and  on  the  produce  of  its  vineyards  and  olive 
grounds.  Like  so  many  other  places,  it  would  appear 
incredible  what  a  change  has  taken  place  since  the  conquest; 
scarcely  a  trace  of  its  description  at  that  time  being  dis- 
cernible. I  waited  on  the  corregidor,  to  whom  I  had  a 
letter,  and  who  is  a  personage  of  great  consequence  in  this 
district.  I  found  his  daughters  in  this  remote  place  playing 
Rossini,  with  whose  works  they  were  quite  conversant. 
1  should  have  very  much  preferred  hearing  some  air  of 
Moorish  origin.  He  informed  me,  that  as  far  as  his  juris- 
diction extended,  the  country  was  safe,  but  that  beyond, 

*  A  kind  of  coarse  saddle-cloth. 
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there  were  rater os^  However,  as  both  myself  and  guide 
were  armed,  I  was  under  no  apprehension  of  an  attack 
from  that  description  of  robbers.  I  turned  to  the  north, 
and  crossing  a  dreary  tract  of  African  aspect,  passed  the 
Goadiana,  as  called  by  the  people  ;  a  beautiful  stream 
which  collects  the  waters  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  Sierra 
de  Segura.  When  the  country  is  surveyed,  it  will  pro- 
bably be  found  to  be  the  true  source  of  the  Guadalquivir. 
Another  branch  is  at  present  considered  to  be  so,  which 
rises  to  the  west  in  the  Sierra  de  Cazorla.  Above  this  river 
we  ascended  a  high  plateau^  at  the  extremity  of  which 
is  Pozo  de  Alcon,  where  I  slept.  On  the  way  we  met 
two  men  with  a  small  ass  laden  with  corn,  which  they 
were  carrying  to  Baza,  from  a  place  nearly  sixty  miles 
distant  On  the  scanty  profits  of  this  small  cargo,  with  a 
return  probably  of  wine,  they  had  to  maintain  themselves 
and  the  animal  during  this  long  journey.  These  wandering 
habits  are  the  delight  of  the  semi- Arab  population  of  the 
south.  After  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
night,  I  strolled  out  to  an  eminence  above  the  village,  to 
enjoy  a  view,  of  which  there  are  few  parallels.  I  stood  on  an 
upland  terrace,  backed  by  the  Sierra  de  Segura.  On  the 
right,  the  eye  descended  through  barrancas,  or  ravines,  and 
was  lost  amidst  the  summits  of  the  secondary  range^  which 
is  the  prolongation  of  that  Sierra  to  Jaen,  and  extends, 
by  Loxa  Antequera,  Ronda  and  Gibraltar,  into  Africa. 
To  the  south  is  a  vast  horizon  formed  of  the  low  Hoya  of 
Biza,  which  a  small  angle  prevents  the  eye  from  topping 
and  descrying  the  distant  Mediterranean.  The  Sierra  de 
Baza  and  various  isolated  masses  of  mountain  are  seen 
protruding  through  the  wide  and  Libyan  waste  which  ex- 
tends to  the  Sierra  de  Filabres.    To  the  west,  in  majestic 

*  See  the  Chapter  on  R4>bbei's. 
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grandevr,  the  Sierra  Nevada  tenniiiates  the  view,  rning 
above  the  great  plain  of  Giiadix.  Ahhough  the  base  is  two 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  splendid  mass 
towers  above  all  the  subordinate  objects  in  regal  majesty, 
like  ^^  the  monarch  of  mountains."  The  sun  was  setting 
^^  in  glory,"*  his  rays  tinging  the  etemid  snow,  and  resting 
on  a  deep  mass  of  blue,  completing  the  effect  of  aland- 
scape,  whidi  to  the  geographer,  the  geologist,  the  painter,  or 
admirer  of  nature,  could  not  be  excelled.  I  slept  at  the 
house  of  a  worthy  man,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, who  would  not  permit  me  to  remain  at  the 
posadtty  and  undertook  to  procure  me  a  guide  to  the  Sierra. 
Although  we  were  at  the  foot  of  it,  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  any  accurate  information.  No  one  in  the  village 
knew  more  than  the  immediate  district.  They  could  not 
agree  within  some  leagues  as  to  the  distance  of  Orcera, 
which  was  the  point  I  meant  to  reach,  and  I  could  notcomt 
to  any  decision,  from  their  accounts,  whether  I  should  be 
able  to  reach  a  place  of  shelter  for  the  night,  or  have  to 
pass  it  in  the  forest.  My  host  was  as  ignorant  as  the  rest, 
although  he  knew  perfectly  well,  in  this  secluded  comer, 
what  was  going  on  in  every  part  of  Europe.  The  man  he 
intended  to  accompany  me,  was  unfortunately  absent,  and 
a  substitute  was  found  in  a  gaunt  Lismahago  figure,  an 
old  soldier,  who,  as  it  turned  out,  had  no  earthly  qnidifica- 
tion  for  the  office  of  guide,  but  honesty  and  die  most  im- 
perturbable good  humour,  with  a  power  of  going  cqwal  to 
a  horse.  At  dawn  of  day  we  set  out,  and  soon  entered  the 
forest,  skirting  and  repeatedly  crossing  a  clear  and  lovdy 
stream,  which,  with  the  deep  shade  of  the  pines,  gave  a 
sylvan  beauty  to  the  scene,  contrasting  with  the  African 
aridity  of  the  country  from  Granada.  The  mountains  are 
about  the  scale  of  the  smaller  Appenines,  with  great  beauty 
of  form,  and  are  clothed  with  pine  to  the  summit.    The 
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lower  part  of  the  valley  is  t>artially  cultivated.  About  the 
middle  of  the  day  I  arrived  at  a  district  of  cortijos^  or 
{arming  establishments,  with  grounds  broken  and  varied 
with  evergreen  and  deciduous  oaks  and  other  trees  aikl 
shrubs.  The  road  now  divided,  and  I  had  the  ofMion  of 
Uiniiog  to  the  left«  and  descending  on  Cazorla^  a  viUage  at 
the  {o6t  of  the  Sierra,  atid  by  which  name  this  part  of  it  ia 
known,  or  of  pushing  on  for  Orcera,  with  the  doubtful 
pro^>ect  of  reaching  the  Casas  de  Cart^ascas,  the  only 
chance  of  dicker  for  the  night.  I  had  obtained  the  great 
olject  of  my  visit,  whidi  was  to  see  what  the  upper  zone 
of  these  fordsts  was  composed  of;  but  as  the  weather  waa 
ine,  I  determitied  to  pr66eed,  and  examine  the  h^er 
parts  of  the  Sierra.  Aft^  passing  a  beautiful  defile,  the 
stream  diminished ;  the  country  rose ;  the  trees  decreased 
in  size;  and  we  gradually  obtained  a  higher  elevation. 
The  weather  now  exhibited  symptoms  of  change,  a  strong 
south  wind  arose,  and  the  clouds  began  to  drive  ;  giving 
unequivocal  signs  of  alteration.  At  the  summit  of  the  pasa 
ve  met  a  shepherd,  to  whom  the  guide  spoke  aside,  never 
acquainting  me  that  his  knowledge  of  the  cottntry  was 
qoite  at  an  end.  We  passed  a  ridge  and  began  to  descend. 
A  thick  fog  formed,  and  the  night  began  to  close.  We  still 
fcUowed  the  track,  until  I  saw  too  clearly  we  were  wrongs 
However,  the  man  with  a  doj^ed  obstinacy  persisted  he 
vas  right,  until  at  nightfall  we  came  to  an  aguadero^  or 
watering  place  for  cattle,  when  the  road  terminated.  He 
still  msisted  it  was  the  right  direction,  and  in  the  hopes  of 
hitting  the  road,  1  followed  his  suggestion.  Weweresooo 
irretrievably  entangled  amongst  rocks  and  precipices,  and 
die  fog  and  drizde  increasing,  there  was  no  alternative 
hut  to  stop.  We  were  unfortunately  on  the  weather  side 
of  the  Sierra,  which  was  nearly  bare  in  that  part. 
However,  I  selected  the  best  trce»  and  we  prepared  to 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


60  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

bivouac,  making  a  (ire  with  the  decayed  branches.  As 
soon  as  the  fire  was  lighted,  the  guide,  whose  ignorance 
and  obstinacy  was  the  cause  of  our  being  in  this  situation, 
extended  himself,  and  was  in  a  minute  fast  asleep,  merely 
remarking  to  the  other,  that  he  was  sorry  on  account  of 
the  cavallero.  To  themselves  it  appeared  a  matter  of  per- 
fect indifference.  They  consoled  themselves  with  the  ob- 
servation that  on  such  a  night  it  would  be  impossible  io 
see  the  road  on  the  king^s  highway.  We  picketted  the 
horses  near  the  fire,  and  kept  the  arms  in  readiness,  as  I 
was  not  without  apprehension  of  the  wolves,  which  abound 
here  and  might  be  induced  to  attack  them.  We  had  abun- 
dance of  provisions,  but  my  guide  had  neglected  to  fill  the 
bota*  at  Pozo  d^Alcon,  according  to  orders,  a  circumstance 
to  these  people  of  no  importance,  although  their  appetites 
in  eating  are  voracious.  After  an  uncomfortable  night, 
morning  appeared,  and  at  daybreak  we  moved,  and  re- 
gained the  road  we  had  left;  but  it  was  soon  dear  thai  it 
was  merely  the  communication  with  some  com  patches, 
and  that  we  were  entering  the  deepest  defiles  of  the  forest. 
We  heard  a  shepherd's  voice,  and  on  joining  him  ascer- 
tained that  we  were  quite  wrong,  and  had  left  the  road 
two  leagues.  I  engaged  him  to  accompany  us,  and  we  re- 
traced this  distance,  coming  to  the  point  where  the  man 
had,  as  it  turned  out,  told  the  guide  to  keep  to  the  right; 
instead  of  which,  we  had  gone  to  the  left.  We  now  found 
the  road,  and  passing  some  noble  forest  scenery,  at  midday 
came  to  the  Fuente  de  Segura,  the  source  of  that  river, 
which  rises  in  a  small  marshy  bottom.  Near  it  is  a  cortijoj 
and  a  little  further,  two  miserable  hamlets  adjoining  each 
other  in  a  small  barranco^  called  the  Pontones.  The  inha- 
bitants were  very  civil,  but  their  appearance  wretched  in 

*  Wine  skin. 
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the  extreme,  the  children  running  about  naked,  and  their 
skins  black  and  dirty,  like  young  Indians.    It  was  so  unin- 
TitiDg  that  I  went  on  to  the  Casas  de  Carrascas,  another 
hamlet,   at  a  short  distance,  which  was  much  better. 
There  was  no  posada,  but  we  were  received  at  a  clean 
and  respectable  house,  the  custom  being  in  this  remote 
district  to  admit  a  stranger  in  any  house  where  he  may 
present  himself.     The  host  asked  no  questions,  according 
to  the  Spanish  etiquette,  but  he  could  not  disguise  his 
surprise  at  seeing  us.     We  found  a  delicious  skin  of  the 
wine  of  Baza,  and  having  plenty  of  provisions  soon  forgot 
the  discomfort  of  the  night    The  views  from  this  village 
were  extremely  extensive,  over  forest  glade  in  every  direc- 
tion.   Below,  the  Segura  found  its  way  through  a  small 
gorge  of  white  limestone  to  the  warm  vallies  of  Murcia; 
and  on  the  other  side,  bolder  features  marked  the  descent 
of  the  streams  to  Andalusia  and  the  Guadalquivir.    I  en- 
gaged a  fresh  guide  to  Orcera,  intending  to  discharge  the 
other,  but  he  begged  so  hard  to  be  allowed  to  accompany, 
as  he  said,  from  ^'  friendship,'^  in  which  he  was  joined  by 
my  own  attendant,  that  I  was  forced  to  give  way,  and  we  set 
out   We  passed  along  a  very  narrow  ridge,  which  parts 
the  streams  of  the  Segura  and  Guadalquivir,  and  saw 
many  groupes  of  noble  pines,  which  the  barbarity  of  the 
peasants  had  destroyed  by  firing  them  during  the  summer, 
leaving  the  lifeless  trunks  standing;  a  practice  as  conunon 
here  as  useless  and  destructive.    We  soon  came  to  a  pass, 
which  by  a  rapid  and  precipitous  descent  led  to  the  bed 
of  a  torrent,  one  of  the  principal  feeders  of  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Guadalquivir.    The  scene  was  beautiful,  the 
pines  in  groupes  threw  the  deepest  shade,  from  whii^h  we 
were  constantly  emerging,  and  a  brilliant  night  succeeded. 
The  glittering  stars,  the  lights  on  the  opposite  mountain  of 
Segura  de  la  Sierra,  the  watch-fires  in  the  cortijos,  placed 
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under  the  rocks,  re<»illed  the  splendid  night  and  the  eamp 
fires  of  Ilion.  The  silence  was  only  broken  by  the  inces- 
sant barking  of  the  sheep  dogs,  whose  vigilance  alone 
saved  the  flocks  from  depredation.  The  distance  was  in- 
considerable, but  the  ignorance  of  the  guides,  for  the  last 
merely  knew  the  road  down  the  pass,  and  confessed  that 
be  had  never  been  beyond  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  road, 
which  was  badly  marked,  detained  us  considerably.  At 
last  we  reached  a  deep  ravine,  above  which  rose  the 
church  and  houses  of  Orcera.  We  were  now  completely 
at  a  stand,  there  was^no  trace  of  passage,  save  a  carriage 
road  made  for  transporting  timber,  which  was  known  lo 
take  a  wide  circuit.  None  of  the  guides  knew  the  way  into 
the  place,  which  was  like  an  enchanted  castle.  The  soldier 
had  been  quartered  in  the  village  a  few  months  before,  but^ 
he  was  as  ignorant  as  the  rest ;  nor  could  I,  with  a  great 
deal  of  practice  in  making  out  roads,  discern  where  tlie 
communication  was.  Some  urchins  were  catching  birds 
with  a  lantern  on  the  other  side,  but  they  were  intent  oo 
their  occupation,  and  the  noise  of  the  water  prevented 
their  hearing  us.  At  length  we  espied  a  gap  in  a  garden 
hedge,  and  crossing  it,  passed  through  the  rcrmfifo,  or  torrent 
into  a  narrow  cleft  covered  with  evergreens,  which  led 
like  a  gallery  up  to  the  village.  Every  one  had  retired 
to  rest,  save  a  drowsy  guard  in  the  plaza^  and  we  had 
great  difficulty  in  finding  admittance  to  a  miserAhle posada. 
In  the  morning  I  arose  early,  and  walked  back  to  look  at 
die  country  we  had  passed  in  the  dark.  I  afterwards  went 
in  search  of  the  authorities.  My  first  visit  was  to  the  mi- 
litary commandant  I  found  an  elderly,  corpulent  person, 
in  an  old  uniform,  a  martyr  to  various  complaints,  of  which 
gout  and  asthma  were  the  most  apparent.  His  secretary 
was  the  very  counterpart  of  him,  but  rather  less  infirm* 
The  object  was  to  obtain  his  signature  to  my  passport, 
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instead  of  that  of  the  civil  authorities,  which  I  knew  would  be 
attended  with  trouble  and  delay.  On  leaving  Granada,  it 
bad  been  countersigned  by  the  Captain  general,  on  purpose 
to  avoid  the  inquiries  of  the  alcaldes  in  these  places.  This 
extraordinary  looking  personage  received  me  very  civilly, 
and  after  entering  into  a  history  upon  some  other  subject, 
a  practice  universal  ill  the  south,  where  they  consider  it 
rude  to  enter  at  once  upon  business,  a  custom  of  Eastern 
origin,  and  at  times  of  most  inconvenient  usage,  but  like  all 
tbe  usages  derived  from  thence,  founded  on  the  truest 
politeness,  he  proceeded  to  examine  the  passport.  He  pre- 
tended to  carry  on  the  conversation,  another  perfectly 
Oriental  habit,  but  was  in  reality  abstracted,  and  debating 
within  himself  whether  he  diould  take  the  responsibility  or 
not.  At  last  a  quiver  came  over  his  features,  and  he  said, 
"  I  cannot  sign  the  passport ;  you  must  go  to  the  Alcalde.^' 
I  therefore  proceeded  to  his  house,  which  was  of  one 
story,  the  light  being  admitted  by  the  door.  I  found  a  fat 
Punch  in  a  peasant's  dress,  with  a  variety  of  other  persons, 
some  sitting  on  the  clay  floor,  and  others  on  low  stools, 
sapping  with  spoons  out  of  a  bowl,  a  mess  of  potatoes, 
whidi  vegetable  is  in  extensive  use  in  the  South  of  Spain. 
He  was  extremely  poUte,  and  desired  me  to  go  to  the  escri- 
iMuo  in  his  name,  and  tell  him  to  sign  the  passport.  I 
repaired  to  the  house  of  this  functionary,  who  was  much 
better  lodged,  but  he  was  absent.  I  then  called  on  a  person 
to  whom  I  jwas  recommended,  and  whikt  I  was  with 
kim,  the  Alcalde  came  in,  having  thrown  an  old  capa  over 
kis  shoulders.  He  was  attended  by  a  young  jackanapes, 
who  appeared  to  be  a  relation,  and  who  was  unable  to  read, 
bat  was  evidently  inclined  to  make  mischief,  and  was 
amusing  himself  at  the  expense  of  the  old  man.  They 
were  surprised  to  see  me  there,  but  soon  entered  in 
a  low  voice  upon  the  subject  of  the  visit,  which  was  the 
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extraordinary  occurrence  of  a  stranger  arriving  in  the  place. 
After  a  time,  as  the  Alcalde  could  make  nothing  out,  my 
presence  and  letter  of  introduction  obliging  the  host 
to  be  silent,  he  proposed  to  me  to  visit  the  superior  au- 
thorities of  the  government  establishment.  To  this  I 
gladly  assented,  and  the  first  I  went  to  instantly  set  the 
matter  right.  There  were  two  of  them,  naval  ofiBcers,  and 
gentlemen,  as  I  found  all  the  Spanish  officers  of  the  navy 
to  be.  Their  maimers  afforded  a  curious  contrast  with  those 
of  the  rude  set  around  them.  He  offered  me  chocolate,  and 
to  the  Alcalde,  with  admirable  tact,  produced  a  bottle  for 
his  morning  whet,  which  contained  a  liquor  of  a  greenish 
colour  intended  for  the  mountaineers,  but  which  from  its 
extreme  strength  the  worthy  man  was  unable  to  finish  a 
glass  of,  although  politeness  made  him  reluctant  to  leave 
it.  The  junior  of  these  officers  was  a  man  of  literary 
habits  and  great  information.  He  was  at  Trafalgar,  which 
he  spoke  of  with  the  simple  and  noble  candour,  charac- 
teristic and  probably  peculiar  to  this  people,  with  feeVngs 
of  admiration  for  the  talent  and  courage  by  which  it  was 
achieved,  and  with  a  sensation,  not  uncommon  amongst 
them,  of  a  certain  pride,  at  having  witnessed  that  mighty 
scene,  when  the  sentiments  of  defeat  and  disaster  have 
passed  away,  and  the  passions  of  the  time  have  yielded 
to  other  feelings.  The  affair  of  the  passport  being  arranged, 
the  officers  offering  to  take  the  charge  on  themselves,  we 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  escribano^  whose  duty  it 
was  to  sign  it.  He  was  extremely  civil,  and  said  if  I  had 
called  him  up  at  any  time  in  the  night,  he  would  have 
found  me  a  billet.  He  was  evidently  in  awe  of  his  superior, 
and  although  the  passport  was  perfectly  correct,  with  the 
cunning  of  his  craft,  he  conned  it  over  with  the  view  of 
picking  a  hole  if  possible,  but  only  found  a  defect  in  the 
want  of  a  number,  a  quibble  easily  refuted.     He  then  pro* 
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eeedecl  to  sign,  bnt  in  a  mode  thoroughly  distingaishing  the 
class  of  persons  he  bdonged  to.  *  As  there  had  never  been 
a  stranger  in  the  place  before,  and  it  was,  as  they  observed, 
a  new  thing,  his  objeetwas  to  throw  the  responsibility  on 
the  UBYal  officer,  whilst  he  dared  not  openly  refuse  the 
tffice  himself.  He  managed  this  scene  with  consummate 
fildll  and  complete  success ;  the  shnffling  manner  in  which 
he  pretended  to  be  doing  himself  whiett  he  was  forcing  on 
the  other,  being  exactly  contrasted  with  the  simple  and 
noble  demeanour  of  the  superior.  This  scene  is  detailed, 
4sit  shows  the  economy  of  a  remote  Spanish 'villaget. 
The  only  character  wanting  was  the  cura^  or  priest,  whom 
I  never  saw,  althongh  there  was  a  huge  church.  It  was 
Uk)  smudl  te.«ifford  a  doctor,  who>  in  the  larger  places, 
figures  as  one  of  the  heads. 

The  village  is  a  dependency  of  Segura  de  la  Sierrd, 
wbidi  is  a  lei^e  distant,  on  the  summit  of  a  ridge, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  civility  of  my  brother  of- 
ficers, I  might  have  been  detained  by  consultations  and 
cavils  of  various  kinds  for  some  hours.  The  establishment 
of  this  place  is  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Cadiz  with 
timber  from  the  Sierra,  which  is  brought  here,  and,  at  A 
short  distance  bdow,  floated  down  the  Guadalquivir. 
There  were  formerly  sumptuous  buildings  for  the  residences 
of  the  officers,  which  are  now  in  ruins,  having  been  burnt 
iathe  war  of  independence;  the  strength  of  the  situation 
of  the  village  having  induced  resistance  to  be  made  to  th<^ 
French. 

The  forest  is  about  twenty  Spanish  leagues  in  length,  by 
fifteen  in  breadth  (eighty  miles  by  sixty),  and  still  contains  a 
great  deal  of  noble  timber;  but  large  quantities  have  been 
granted  to  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  and  the 

*  Tbe  tscribanoi  or  notftry,  is  a  public  officer,  and  is  appointed  to  every 
rfane,  bowerer  mall. 
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peasants  constantly  bum  whole  districtSy  whioh  are  con- 
verted into  unprofitable  waste,  as  the  burning  climate  pre- 
vents any  herbage  growing  but  where  it  is  protected.  The 
upper  parts  of  the  forest  are  nearly  bare,  a  few  junipers  and 
hollies  being  almost  the  only  underwood,  and  the  side  to 
Murcia,  or  that  of  the  sun,  appeared  to  be  perfectly  so.  On 
the  north  it  is  different  The  precipitous  gorges  shelter 
the  soil  from  the  burning  heat,  and  it  is  covered  with  a 
luxuriant  vegetation.  Game  of  all  kinds  abounds,  and 
wolves  are  so  numerous,  owing  to  the  suspension  of  the 
grants  of  government  for  their  destruction,  that  the  flocks 
can  scarcely  be  preserved.  However,  this  evil  is  nnder  a 
course  of  remedy.  A  few  years  ago,  the  maestranza  ,or 
nobility,  of  Granada  had  a  grand  battue^  and  destroyed 
a  great  number  of  animals.  An  account  of  the  pines  will 
he  found  in  the  abstract  of  forests. 

I  was  very  much  pressed  to  remain,  but  the  latenesa  of 
the  season,  and  the  work  I  had  before  me,  prevented  my 
doing  so,  and  I  set  out  for  Linares  by  way  of  Ubeda  and 
Baeza.  Descending  from  the  village,  1  entered  a  lovely 
country,  covered  with  lentUcus  and  the  usual  plants  of 
the  warmer  parts  of  Andalusia.  The  soil  is  red  loam,  and 
is  very  rich.  At  a  short  distance  below,  we  passed  a  nar- 
row defile  of  the  Guadalimar,  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  with  a  curious  bridge  and  a  Moorish  castle. 
The  landscapes  are  quite  in  the  style  of  Poussin,  the  village 
and  castle  of  Segura  de  la  Sierra  terminating  the  view  in 
every  direction.  1  slept  at  Veas,  a  large  ill-built  place, 
in  a  narrow  but  fertile  valley  on  a  stream  which  falls  into 
the  Guadalimar.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  landlord 
told  me  that  a  caballero  of  the  place  would,  with  my 
permission,  pay  me  a  visit.  He  was  a  respectable  and  in- 
telligent Biscayan,  who  had  established  a  tannery  on  a 
superior  principle  in  this  sequestered  place,    and  gladly 
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availed  himself  of  the  opportontty  to  see  a  stranger  in  a  spot 
so  little  frequented.  He  sent  me  a  dessert,  and  pressed  me 
very  much  to  spend  the  next  day  with  him,  which  I  was 
obliged  to  decline* 

I  proceeded  in  the  morning  through  a  broken  country, 
aid  soon  reached  the  tract  called  the  Lomo  de  ^Ubeda, 
passing  through  YiUanuera  del  Ariobisbo  and  Villa  Car*- 
rillo,  poor  and  decaying  places  in  a  rich  and  fertile  coun- 
try, chiefly  of  oil  and  com,  with  ^acious  cortijos^  or  (arm 
houses.    It  rained  heavily,  and  the  state  of  the  roads,  and 
(he  mancBUvring  of  my  woto^  who  was  predetermined  to 
sleep  at  Torre  de  Ubeda,  a  viUage  a  league  short  of  the 
tjty,  obliged  me  to  stop  there  in  a  miserable /lo^ada.   The 
country  was  full  of  raterosj  and  the  Biscayner  told  me  he 
was  afiraid  to  stir  from  home,  but  Castro  *  had  been  in  the 
village  the  day  before,  and  carried  off  several  loose  cha- 
racters.    Ubeda  and  Baesa  are  two  ancient  places,    a 
league  distant  from  each  other,  on  the  summit  of  the  Lomo, 
between  the  two  main  streams  of  the  Guadalquivir.    The 
country  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in  Andalusia;  well  watered, 
a  strong  loam,  producing  com,  oil  and  wine,  cattle  and 
horses,  in  abundance.     The  towns  are  decaying,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  peoi^e  is  wr^hed  and  poor  beyond 
measure,  as  is  invariably  the  case  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, which  seems  to  increase  in  the  ratio  of  their  fertility. 
Like  true  Andalnzes,  however,  their  cheerfukess  never 
leaves  them.     They  rallied  ns  on  the  appearance  of  our 
cattle,  whidi  Uie  Sierra  and  the  day  before  had  conside- 
rably jaded,  adung  us  to  change  with  their  fat  beasts,  much 
to  my  amusement,  but  not  at  all  to  that  of  the  mozo^  who 
was  extremely  sensible  to  ridicule,  and  who  felt  the  mer- 
riment was  at  his  expense. 

*  See  Chapter  on  Robbers. 
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The  rain  of  (he  preceding  day  had  put  everyplough  and 
mule  in  requisition  to  get  the  seed  into  the  ground ;  I  could  not 
find  an  animal  to  hire,  intending  to  discharge  my  mozo  for 
his  obstinacy  the  preceding  day ;  but  he  was  fined  on  his 
return  to  Granada.    The  people  who  were  working  in  the 
fields,  invited  us  to  join  their  rustic  meal,  seated  on  the 
road  side,  as  we  passed  along,  the  usual  practice  in  Spain. 
After  crossing  the  Guadalimar,  I  arrived  at  Linares,  a 
large  well-built  place  of  modern  date,  but  very  dirty, 
which  is  now  reviving,  from  the  resumption  of  the  works 
of  the  celebrated  mines  of  lead  and  copper.     These  mines 
were  known  from  the  earliest  antiquity.     Some  of  the 
shafts  are  Roman  and  Moorish.    They  are  in  the  hands  of 
companies,  and  are  working  to  advantage.    There  is  but 
little  water,  and  as  yet  oidy  the  most  simple  machinery  is 
used.     Scarcely  any  foreigners  were  employed  in  these 
mines.    The  people  as  usual  were  civil  in  the  highest  de- 
gree.   Some  rateros  had  robbed  a  party  the  night  before, 
but  the  realistas  were  gone  in  pursuit  of  them. 
^  I  passed  the  following  day  there,  and  then  crossed  an 
open  and  uninteresting  country,   but    of  great  fertility, 
watered  by  the  two  great  branches  of  the  Guadalquivir, 
to  Jaen,  which  is  a  miserable  place,  with  a  magnificent 
cathedral,  of  which  mention  will  be  made  under  the  head 
of  architecture.  [  The  Moorish  castle,  of  great  strength, 
but  now  in  ruins,  stands  on  a  height  above  the  town. 

The  following  day  I  set  out  for  Granada,  and  travelled 
along  a  road  excelled  by  none  in  Europe,  being  nearly 
finished,  and  intended  to  form  the  communication  of  that 
capital  with  Madrid.  There  were  as  yet  no  posadaSy  or  even 
ventasj  and  only  two  bad  villages  near  the  midway,  but 
they  are  to  be  built.  The  country  is  beautiful,  a  limpid 
and  abundant  stream  watering  a  vale  in  features  resembling 
those  of  Wales.     The  Portillo  de  Arenas,  a  small  defile, 
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celd>rated  in  Moorish  warfare,  is  passed  near  Campillo, 
and  after  crossing  9  high  range,  we  descended  to  the  Vega 
of  Granada. 

The  season  was  for  advanced  on  my  retnm  from  the^ 
Sierra  de  Segura,  and  after  the  observations  on  the  geology 
of  the  vicinity  were  completed,  the  autumnal  rains,  whicb^ 
both  years  I  was  there  set  in  about  the  25th  November,  put* 
a  stop  to  further  operations.  These  rains  are  extremely. 
heavy  and  constant,,  and  the  dimate  damp  and  thick  at 
(hat  period. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  I  set  out  for  Malaga^ 
b;  Motril  and  the  coast,  in  order  to  see  the  sugar  and  cot-* 
(on  country,  which  lies  in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  on  the  south, 
side  of  the  Sierra  Nevada.  I  slept  the  first  day  at  Lanjaron, 
which  is  out  of  the  direct  road,  to  enjpy  once,  more  the  views^ 
of  that  beautiful  place.  From  thence  a  broken  road  leads  tO: 
(he  bed  of  the,  ^reat  river  of  Orgiva,  which  we  entered  a  little 
below  the  Campo  of  the  same  nam^.  h^  the  rainy  season^ 
it  is  a  TOfid  and  dangerous  river.  There  was  now  a  large 
body  of  water  in  the  wide  bed  which  we  crossed  very  fre-^ 
qoently^  The  bottom  is  firm  and  sound  gravel,  otherwise.. 
it  would  be  ipseeure  for  the  horses.  The  guides  ascertain 
the  depth  and„practicahility  of  fording  with  great  ease,  by 
throwing  in  a  stone  and  observing  the  noise  of  the  splash. 
After  descending  in  this  manner  a  considerable  distance, 
we  ascended  a  narrow  road»  and  soon  entered  the  little 
hnerta  of  Yelasillo.  It  forms,  a  plateau  or  tij)le,  elevated 
like  a  terrace  above  the  bed  of  the  river  of  Orgiva,  which 
is  covered  with«  gardens  and  white  flat-roofed  houses, 
mixed  with. orange  and  lemon  trees.  A  copious  stream, 
dear  as  crystal,  is  conducted  through  the  grounds,  and 
after  dispensing  fertility  amongst  them,  is  precipitated  oyer. 
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the  terrace,  in  the  manner  of  the  cascatelle  at  Tivoli. 
On  a  broken  heif^t  at  the  back  is  a  Moorish  keep  or  feudal 
castle,  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  polygon.  Above,  in 
perspective,  towering  over  the  lower  chain,  is  seen  the 
Pic  de  Veleta,  one  of  the  highest  pei^  of  the  Sierra  Ne- 
vada. From  this  sequestered  spot,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  places  in  this  region,  the  more  so  from  its 
situation  in  the  midst  of  barren  mountains,  a  carriage 
road  has  been  made  to  Motril,  which  is  part  of  apian  to 
complete  the  communication  between  that  place  and  Grra- 
nada. 

Motril  is  a  small  town,  with  some  activity  in  trade  and 
contraband.  It  is  at  a  moderate  distance  from  the  sea,  on 
a  plain  covered  with  plantations  of  sugar  and  cotton.  The 
chirimojfa  is  common,  growing  in  the  open  air.  I  tasted 
the  fruit,  which  was  scarcely  ripe,  but  it  was  well  flavoured, 
something  resembling  the  guava.  They  said  the  season 
was  uniavourable,  and  that  they  were  inferior  to  the  usual 
produce.  The  trees  were  in  perfect  health. 

An  important  branch  of  agriculture  has  lately  been  tried 
here  with  complete  success ;  the  production  of  rice  of  a 
kind  brought  from  Puerto  Rico,  which  is  called  arroz 
aecanoj  from  its  growing  on  dry  ground  like  corn,  and  not 
requiring  to  be  laid  under  water,  which  causes,  the  fertile 
lands  susceptible  of  this  lucrative  culture  at  Valencia  and 
other  parts  of  the  south  of  Europe  to  be  converted  into 
abodes  of  pestilence  and  death.  The  specimen  I  saw 
grown  here  appeared  perfect,  and  several  species,  to  the 
BUflri)er  of  no  less  than  fourteen,  from  the  Filippine  Islands, 
were  in  the  course  of  trial.  Should  they  answer,  the 
benefit  to  this  country,  especially  Valencia,  will  be  im- 
mense. Coffee  has  been  tried,  but  unsuccessfully,  and  it 
is  hardly  to  be  regretted  that  experiments  should  have 
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failed,  so  seductive  in  a{q>earaitce,  but  the  produce  of  which 
could  not  be  expected  to  withstand  competition  with  the 
tropical  cUmates,  and  most  probably  would  have  caused 
the  expenditure  of  time  and  capital  to  little  purpose.  The 
cotton  grows  well,  and  is  reputed  to  be  of  excellent  quality, 
but  they  complain  of  the  autumnal  winds  being  injurious  to 
the  crops  when  they  are  just  ripe ;  this  I  could  readily  credit, 
for  the  morning  I  left  the  place,  a  gale  came  suddenly  down 
from  the  Sierra  with  a  violence  it  was  difficult  to  withstand. 
The  horses  could  scarcely  keep  their  legs  in  passing  the 
exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and  to  be  able  to  sketch,  I  was 
obliged  to  creep  into  a  hole  in  a  rock.  The  sky  was  per- 
fectly dear,  and  gave  none  of  the  usual  sigos  of  a  tempest, 
and  in  a  few  hours  it  ceased. 

The  vega,  or  plain,  of  Motrd,  is  a  flat  which  has  been 
formed  by  the  transported  materiab  brought  down  by 
the  river  of  Orgiva,  the  mouth  of  which  is  to  the  west  At  a 
league  distant  is  Salobrena,  a  bold  headland,  with  a  ruined 
castle  on  the  summit,  the  only  remains  of  the  palaces  and 
hanging  gardens  of  the  Moors,  of  whom  it  was  one  of  the  ce- 
lebrated retreats.  There  is  a  small  vega^  principally  planted 
with ^ sugar  canes;  all  around  is  ^sert.  Almunecar  is 
the  next  place,  which  is  a  small  neat  town  on  a  beautiful 
bay,  with  a  territory  of  sngar  canes.  There  is  a  large  es- 
taUidiment  lately  set  up,  by  a  public  spirited  and  enter- 
prising company  'of  Germans  at  Malaga,  with  a  view  of 
improving  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  rum,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  English  machinery  in  place  of  the  rude  ap- 
paratus of  the  old  Spanish  ingemos.  A  sample  of  rum  I 
tasted  was  certainly  equal  to  that  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
sugw  which,  by  the  old  method,  had  an  unpleasing  ap- 
pearance^ but  was  abimdantly  saccharine,  will  no  doubt  be 
equally  good.    West  of  this  there  is  a  wild  tract  of  uncul- 
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tivated  waste,  where  I  passed  a  body  of  men  employed  in 
grubbing  up  aromatic  shrubs,  the  only  substitute  these 
mountains  now  afford  for  better  fuel  to  heat  the  furnaces. 
The  forests,  which  once  clothed  them  to  the  water^s  edge, 
have  long  since  vanished,  and  this  is  now  their  only  produce. 
These  men  remain  out  for  several  days  together,  sleeping 
in  the  open  air.  Their  provisions  are  sent  them,  and  I 
am  told,  in  this  laborious  Ufe,  where  they  are  left  en- 
tirely to  themselves,  they  do  ample  justice  to  their  en^- 
ployers. ' 

An  open  plain,  backed  by  moderately  elevated  hins,witb 
the  sea  in  front,  succeeds  this  unproductive  waste;  Nerja  is 
the  principal  viUage  of  this  plain,  where  grow  the  largest 
canes  I  saw  in  the  Tierra  Caliente.  Torrox,  and  other  spots 
Qn  the  road  to  Velez,  contain  sugar  plantations,  which  are, 
in  fact,  at  every  stream,and  wherever  a  supply  of  water  ah- 
bws  the  copious  irrigation  nidispensable  during  the  burn- 
ing heats  of  sumimer.  Velez,  which  has  a  beautiful  terri- 
tory around  it,  is  the  western  termination  of  this  curious 
culture,  which  commences  at  Adra.  The  soil  of  the  fertife 
vega  of  Velez  is  red  marie,  differing  from  that  of  the  va- 
rious spots,  enumerated  above,  where  it  is  chiefly  detritus, 
forming  a  black  and  friable  soil.  I  heard  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  the  whole  coast  estimated,  by  a  competent  judge, 
a(  twenty  thousand  quintals,  about  nine  hundred  and  forty 
tons  Enghsh  weight.  The  gains  have  been  enormous  in 
these  plantations^  but  are  now  much  reduced.  I  found  it 
impossible  to  collect  information  to  enable  me  to  form  a 
true  idea  of  their  real  value,  or  returns  made  to  the 
grower,  owing  to  the  great  fluctuations  in  value ;  but  it  ap- 
pears, that  if  the  demand  and  price  were  steady,  they 
could  sell  on  a  par  with  the  colonial  produce.  The  more 
valuable  parts  of^em  are  subject  to  the  tithe  of  the  archr- 
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bishop  of  Granada,  but  it  is  collected  with  great  moderation 
and  lenity.  They  complained  much  of  the  times,  and  many 
people  talked  of  changing  the  cultivation  ;  but  it  is  difiBcult 
to  judge  how  far  these  complaints  were  grounded,  or 
whether  they  were,  as  is  probable,  only  their  quota  to  the 
uuTersal  agricultural  distress  of  the  country. 

At  Velez  I  was  shown  a  plantation  of  cacao  plants,  which  - 
some  speculator  had  tried.  They  were  struggling  for  exis- 
tence, which  the  winter  would  probably  terminate.  An 
open  piece  of  ground,  exposed  to  the  burning  rays  of  an 
almost  ever  shining  sun,  had  been  selected  to  make  this 
experiment,  with  a  plant  which  I  have  imderstood  requires 
shade  and  moisture.  The  batata^  or  sweet  potatoe,  is 
eitoisively  cultivated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Malaga. 
The  are  fully  equal  or  superior  to  those  of  the  West  Indies, 
and  are  sent  to  various  parts  of  the  country,  where  they 
ire  roasted  and  eaten  with  the  dessert. 

Another  branch,  which  promises  one  day  to  be  of  great 
value  to  thia  part  of  the  coast,  is  the  cochineal  insect.  The 
facility  of  producing  it  has  been  proved  most  satisfactorily, 
9nd  the  quaUty  is  excellent.  Some  I  saw  at  Cadiz  was 
considered  equal  to  the  best  from  America.  The  difficulty 
at  present  is  the  price,  as  they  say  it  cannot  be  brought  to 
pay  the  expense.  That  must,  however,  diminish  with 
practice.  Another  complaint  is  the  tithe,  which  on  a  pro- 
duction of  such  instrinsic  value,  is  a  serious  and  probably 
insurmountable  evil,  and  will  operate  to  retard  the  progress 
of  the  cultivation^  unless  some  means  be  taken  to  prevent 
it.  The  coast  of  Malaga  seems  particularly  suited  to  it. 
There  are  abundance  of  warm  and  sheltered  spots  now 
*  unproductive,  that  merely  require  the  addition  of  common 
walls  to  break  the  wind,  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  insects. 
IV  caetus  opuntia  grows  naturaUy,  and  they  cannot  urge 
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(he  argument  brought  against  the  increase  of  the  mulberry 
tree,  that  water  is  wanted.  A  garden  has  been  formed 
near  Malaga,  with  a  view  to  the  trial  of  the  culture  of 
exotic  plants,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  emcite  the  in- 
dustry which  is  so  lamentably  deflcient  in  this  beautiful 
province. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

^  thf  ntrth  Cout  ttom  BUbao  to  Qijon  and  Oriedo,  Leon,  VaOadolMi, 
and  Burgoa. 

In  die  autumii  of  1831 , 1  went  front  Bilbao  to  Santander, 
baTing  hired  mules,  the  road  between  these  important 
towns  being  impracticable  for  any  other  mode  of  convey- 
ance. My  guide  was  a  Biscayan,  by  name  Clandio  Pa- 
dura,  a  perfect  model  of  his  dass,  the  exact  counterpart  of 
whkA  is  to  be  found  m  no  other  country  but  l^ain.  I  re- 
tained him  long  after  his  engagement  was  expired,  and 
fonnd  his  services,  fidelity,  and  attention  on  many  occasions 
iavaluable.  Like  some  others  who  are  occasionally  met 
wiib,  especially  in  the  northern  provinces,  he  was  often 
confidentiidly  eoq^loyed  on  business  requiring  not  only  the 
greatest  intelligence  and  integrity,  but  tact  and  managentent 
iar  superior  to  what  might  be  expected  from  persons  in  that 
station  of  Ufe.  As  soon  as  you  leave  the  free  provinces,  of 
which  the  boundary  is  at  a  short  distance  from  Bilbao,  and 
eater  Castile,  cidtivatioa  may  be  said  to  cease;  being  con- 
fined to  a  few  spots.  We  passed  near  Santona,  a  detached 
nM)iataki  on  the  shore,  almost  isolated,  which  was  con- 
verted by  the  French  into  a  strong  position,  and  figures  in 
the  history  of  the  Ute  war.  We  crossed  the  bay  to  San- 
taadar,  the  toad  round  it  being  circuitous,  Mud  seldom  nsed^ 
when  the  wealhsr  pevmits  Ae  passage  of  boats.  The 
people  of  the  free  provmces  akme  seem  aware  of  the  pro- 
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priety  of  building  bridges  over  the  torrents,  which  are  even 
of  more  importance  than  the  roads ;  and  the  instant  you 
quit  their  territory,  the  difference  is  perceived.  Tliis  route 
is  intersected  by  streams  and  estuaries,  at  each  of  which  is 
a  miserable  custom-house  guard,  to  the  number  of  no  less 
than  seven,  in  as  many  leagues ;  who  severally  demand  a 
fee  to  avoid  unloading  the  mules,  which  they  may  require 
to  be  done.  Their  formula  '^  In  the  name  of  the  king,  I 
request  to  see  this  baggage,"  is  the  plain  Spanish  for  a  j9e- 
seta.  On  no  other  occasion  do  you  hear  his  Majesty's 
name  pronounced  by  his  numerous  officers. 

Santander  is  a  thriving  town,  with  some  new  manzanas^ 
or  stacks  of  building,  but  without  public  edifices,  or  works 
of  art  of  any  kind.  It  is  perhaps  the  only  place  in  Spain  of 
similar  magnitude^  where  no  artist,  in  any  department,  has 
led  a  memorial  of  his  skill,  and  the  name  is  not  seen  in  the 
minute  lists  of  Cean  Bermudez.  It  is  the  chief  seaport  of 
old  Castile,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  object  of  the  government, 
to  make  it  the  principal  mart  to  supply  Madrid.  It  enjoys 
the  privilege  of  trading  with  the  colonies,  for  which  the 
situation  is  on  the  whol6  more  favourable  than  that  of  the 
portson  the  Mediterranean;  and  although  inferior  to  Coruna 
as  a  seaport,,  it  has  the  advantage  of  possessing  intercourse 
with  the  capital,  and  a  vast  internal  communication.  The 
exportation  of  wool  is  shared  at  present  with  Bilbao,  but 
when  the  roads  are  completed,  it  will  have  the  superiority 
over  that  port  from  its  greater  proximity  to  the  merino  dis- 
tricts. 

I  A  new  and  important  branch  of  trade  has  lately  been 
opened,  the  exportation  of  the  wheat  of  Castile,  which  is 
ground  and  exported  to  Cuba,  lai^e  milb  having  been 
erected  in  the  mountains  for  the  purpose.  It  is  protected 
by  duties,  otherwise  it  could  not  withstand  the  competition 
pf  that  of  North  America,  and  they  admit  that  it  cakes,  and 
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does  not  keep  or  bear  the  transporting  so  well  as  the  flour 
of  the  United  States.  This  may  be  caused  by  some  defect 
io  the  manufacture,  or  management  in  the  packing,  as 
certainly  the  wheat  of  Castile  has  apparently  all  the  quali- 
ties necessary  for  the  purpose.  The  miUstonesane  brought 
from  Briones  on  the  Ebro,  and  are,  1  believe,  of  inferior 
quality  to  those  of  the  south  of  Spain.""  There  are  iron 
mines  in  the  mountains,  and  the  government  had  a  consi- 
derable foundry  which  is  now  let.  The  Astillero,  or  buUd- 
iog  establisment  of  the  marine,  where,  I  was  told,  the  San- 
tissima  Trinidada  was  built,  and  some  other  ships  of  the 
line,  is  now  unemployed.  The  forests  of  this  chain  sup- 
plied the  last  building  materials  of  native  growth  for  the 
navy  of  Spain.  The  elevated  range  which  separates  this 
part  of  the  coast  from  the  central  plain  is  called  the  Mon- 
tana de  Santander,  more  frequently  abbreviated  to  La 
Montana.  The  inhabitants  are  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  moic^ane^e^.  They  are  a  robust  and  vigorous  race, 
of  sterling  character,  and  famed  for  their  industry  and 
fidelity.  A  valley,  enclosed  in  a  wintry  region,  amidst  the 
highest  summits,  I  have  been  informed,  is  the  residence  of 
a  peculiar  clan,  which  from  time  immemorial  has  had  the 
privilege  of  furnishing  a  small  body,  somewhat  in  the  style 
of  the  cent  Suisses  formerly  at  Paris,  but  civilly  employed, 
which  have  the  charge  of  a  confidential  office  near  the 
royal  person. 

*  When  the  Spanish  wheat  was  first  introdnced  to  the  English  market, 
a  difllculty  was  found  in  grinding  it,  from  the  extreme  hardness  of  the 
grain.  They  naturaUy  inquired  for  the  stones,  and  some  of  those  of 
Briones  had  heen  sent  for  trial.  They  are,  I  helieve,  grits,  no  doubt  of 
the  red  sandstone.  In  the  south,  two  sorts  are  used ;  one  a  homogeneous 
coogloflierate  of  the  secondary  limestone  in  angular  unrolled  fragments, 
^  other,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  best,  is  brought  fVom  beds  near 
Medina  Sidonia.  I  never  saw  these  stones,  but  believe  them,  from  the 
deseription  I  heard,  to  be  also  sandstone  grits. 
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The  canal  of  Castile,  when  finishedy  will  reach  a  peiai 
within  fifteen  leagues  of  this  place,  leaving  a  portage  whidi 
may  be  shortened  by  using  the  creeks  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  bay.  The  road  to  Bui^os  was  opened  in  1832,  and 
rq^ar  diligences  now  circulate  in  communication  with 
those  of  Madrid.  There  is  a  noble  bay,  with  anchorage 
for  a  fleet,  and  a  small  but  secure  harbour.  It  is  also  in- 
tended fjo  be  made  a  watering  place ;  but,  in  most  respects, 
it  is  inferior  for  that  purpose  to  St.  Sebastian,  and  the  place 
is  less  bustling  and  animated.  They  are  a  cheerful  and 
sociable  people.  Subscription  balls  were  about  to  com- 
mence for  the  season ;  an  amusement  common  in  the  sea- 
ports, where  there  is  more  activity  than  in  the  towns  of  the 
interior. 

The  road  to  Grijon  is  execrable,  and  the  communication 
constantly  interrupted  by  wide  ferries  of  estuaries,  some  of 
them  dangerous,  and  always  causing  delay  to  the  traveller. 
The  villages  are  poor,  and  houses  ill-built;  you  pass  Ihrongli 
narrow  lanes,  with  dung  laid  out  to  be  trodden  down  by 
the  males  and  animab  passing,  in  the  style  of  the  wilder 
parts  of  Cornwall.  In  places  there  are  verdant  meadows, 
and  the  traveller  has  the  rare  fortune  in  the  Penmsula,  of 
traversing  short  distances  on  the  finest  turf,  and  seeing  hay- 
makers at  work. 

The  first  day  I  slept  at  a  miserable  place  on  an  estuary, 
with  the  sounding  title  of  San  Vicente  de  la  Barquera. 
There  was  nothing  to  eat  but  the  provisions  we  had  brought, 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  house  had  such  an  uninviting 
appearance,  that  I  preferred  sleeping  in  a  loft,  in  which 
their  crop  of  Indian  com  had  just  been  deposited. 

The  next  day  we  entered  Asturias.  It  was  my  intention 
to  reach  Riba  de  Cella  that  day,  but  my  guide  said  it  was 
impracticable,  and  our  departure  was  deferred  so  longf 
(hat  night  overtook  us,  and  we  were  obliged  to  stop  at  a 
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handel  where  there  was  no  ponada^  and  with  difficuhy  I 
obtained  a  bad  lodging  in  a  private  house.  Riba  de  Cella 
18  die  best  place  on  the  route.  It  is  situated  in  a  deep  in- 
denture at  the  mouth  of  a  river  surrounded  by  mountains, 
forming  magnificent  scenery,  in  the  style  of  Salvator.  The 
diird  day,  being  unable  to  reach  Gijon,  we  turned  out  of 
die  direct  road  to  the  left,  and  slept  at  Villaviciosa,  where 
diere  is  an  excdlent  inn.  This  a  tolerable  place,  with  a 
mild  climate,  in  a  valley  celebrated  for  its  fertility.  From 
dience,  afier  ascending  a  rugged  range,  commanding  most 
extensive  views,  we  arrived  after  mid-day  at  Gijon. 
'  The  country,  in  this  route  from  Bilbao  to  Gijon,  is  ex- 
ceeded in  natural  beauty  and  fertility  by  few  in  Europe. 
The  character  is  exactly  opposite  to  that  of  the  other  side 
of  the  Peninsida,  where  all  is  aridity,  and  only  the  plants 
are  seen  which  thrive  under  the  burning  rays  of  a  cloudless 
SUB,  save  where  nurtured  and  forced  by  man.  Here  all 
is  natural  and  almost  eternal  verdure.  You  travel  amid 
arbutus,  the  bay  or  laurus  nobilis  which  forms  large  trees 
and  grows  amongst  their  dunghills,  the  alatemus,  phillyrea, 
kdly,  fern,  and  ulex  or  (urz  abound,  and  the  ivy,  which  is 
rare  in  the  interior.  The  common  ilex,  which  is  only  seen 
in  this  part  of  Spain,  occurs  in  places,  and  the  beautiful 
mennezia  daboeci,  Irish  heath,  is  seen  in  prodigious  quan- 
tities. The  chestnut  and  the  common  oaks  and  hazle  are 
the  natural  growth  of  the  soil;  wahiuts,  apple  and  pear 
orchards  are  attached  to  every  house.  The  orange  and 
even  the  lemon  grow  luxuriantly,  but  I  believe  their  fruit  is 
not  brought  to  perfection.  A  hedge  of  caetus  surrounded 
die  garden  of  some  amateur,  who  had  probably  lived  in 
Andalusia  or  Valencia.  The  coast  is  generally  bold  and 
rocky,  the  cliffs  supporting  elevated  table  lands;  but  the 
scenery  is  occasionally  varied  by  descending  to  flat  and 
sandy  beaches.    Numerous  streams  of  the  clearest  water, 
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abounding  in  trout  and  other  fish,  flow  from  the  moun- 
tains. 

This  beautiful  country  is  one  of  the  poorest  in  Spain, 
although  the  people  are  far  from  wanting  in  industry. 
Their  houses  are  badly  built ;  they  are  the  worst  clothed, 
and  the  most  uncleanly  in  their  persons  in  the  whole  king- 
dom; they  are  generally  ill-£Biyoured  and  rugged  in  features. 
The  inimitable  sketch  of  Maritomes  is  a  perfect  resem- 
blance of  some  of  the  lower  classes. .  In  no  instance  did 
Cervantes  show  his  knowledge  of  his  own  country  more 
than  in  summing  up  the  description  by  making  her  an  As- 
turian.  I  saw  some  individuals,  of  both  sexes^  of  a  caste 
quite  peculiar,  and  differing  from  these  or  any  other  I  ob- 
served in  Spain.  The  features  of  these  were  very  fine, 
especially  the  nose,  which  was  aquiline,  the  eyes  of  the 
finest  blue,  and  the  hair  yellow.  They  are  most  assuredly 
remains  of  the  Visigoths,  and  resemble  the  inhabitants  of 
some  parts  of  Switzerland,  who  are  known  to  derive  their 
descent  from  the  Goths,  but  are  of  a  lighter  and  more  ele- 
gant make  than  the  heavy  races  of  the  Alps. 

This  country  differs  firom  most  parts  of  Spain ;  the  people 
living  in  hamlets  and  detached  houses,  which  are  thickly 
planted  and  covered  with  trees,  in  the  manner  of  those  in 
Devon.  This  circumstance,  and  the  easy  defence,  and 
annoyance  of  an  enemy,  made  the  holding  of  it  by  the 
French  nearly  impossible,  and  they  only  remained  a  few 
months.  We  passed  by  a  place  where  a  fair  was  holdings 
and  in  a  narrow  way  a  number  of  peasants  were  assembled 
with  long  and  light  poles.  As  we  approached^  they  drew 
up  in  a  double  line,  with  their  poles  shouldered,  as  in  the 
act  of  preventing  our  passage^  but  without  speaking  or 
making  any  gesticulation.  I  passed  on,  when  they  all 
lowered  their  implements  as  if  to  knock  down  the  guide, 
who  was  behind,  recovering  their  arms  just  as  they  reached 
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him.  This  was  meant  as  a  friendly  greeting  to  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, and  an  amicable  parley  immediately  ensued. 
Indian  corn  seems  to  be  the  only  grain  cultivated  in  any 
quantity ;  the  wheat  and  barley  are  brought  from  Castile. 
No  wine  is  made  in  the  country,  and  the  common  drink  of 
the  people  is  a  bad  cider.  Attached  to  each  house  is  a  ma- 
gazine, or  small  building  of  wood,  exactly  a  miniature  of 
the  oonunon  Swiss  cottages,  the  size  bearing  a  perfect  pro- 
portion to  the  parent  building,  and  mounted  on  pyramidal 
stones,  in  the  same  manner  as  stacks  are  placed  in  some 
parts  of  England  to  prevent  vermin  climbing  up.  In  these 
are  kept  their  stores  and  provisions.  I  observed  many  of 
them  by  the  road  side  unlocked,  bearing  silent  testimony 
to  the  honesty  of  this  rude  people. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  especially  on  the  sea  coast, 
are  better  dressed,  and  have  a  more  healthy  appearance 
than  those  in  the  country.  The  women  at  Gijon  and  Oviedo 
are  as  dark  as  the  Andaluzas,  a  proof  that  the  climate  has 
little  to  do  with  complexion.  In  this  country  neither  the 
extremes  of  heat  or  cold  are  felt,  save  in  the  highest  moun- 
tains. I  ^as  informed  at  Gijon  that  the  thermometer  in 
winter  was  seldom  under  60*  of  Fahrenheit,  which  the 
growth  of  the  ever-greens  would  confirm.  The  orange 
and  lemon  trees  had  been  cut  by  the  dreadful  winter  of 
1829-30,  but  they  were  nearly  recovered  from  the  calamity 
shared  in  common  with  many  parts  of  the  Tierra  caliente. 

Gijon  resembles  Tenby  on  a  larger  scale,  and  is  far  more 
beautiful.  A  jutting  headland  projects  in  the  middle  of  a 
vast  sandy  beach  stretched  out  on  either  side,  forming 
extensive  bays.  On  the  flat,  inside  the  promontory,  is 
built  the  town,  the  flanks  extending  to  both  beaches.  On 
the  western  side  is  a  small  close  mole  made  at  a  great 
expense;  on  the  east  the  bay  is  open;  on  the  west  at  a 
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league  distance  it  terminates  in  the  mural  precipices  of  Cape 
Torres,  nearly  parallel  to  which,  far  to  the  north,  is  seen  the 
dusky  line  of  cape  Penas,  one  of  the  northern  capes  of  the 
Peninsula,  which,  except  in  colour,  may  be  compared  to 
Flamborough  head.  To  the  south,  low  rising  grounds  in- 
tercept the  view  of  the  great  features  of  the  country,  but  a 
short  ride  conducts  the  traveller  to  views  of  the  Alpine  bar- 
rier of  the  centre  of  Asturias,  the  scene  of  the  exploits  of 
Pelayo,  when  these  mountains  were  the  last  refuge  against 
the  Moslems.  His  sanctuary  of  Covadonga  is  amidst  this 
chain  to  the  south-east. 

Gijon  was  the  property  of  one  of  the  great  families  of 
Spain,  who  held  the  sovereignty  until  a  recent  period,  when 
it  was  obtained  by  the  government.     It  is  of  little  use  at 
present  to  any  one,  as  the  trade  is  nearly  extinct,  being 
almost  confined  to  the  shipping  of  nuts  for  England  in  the 
autumn,  and  a  small  quantity  of  coal,  which  the  present 
laws  are  calculated  to  impede  rather  than  encourage.  The 
harbour  is  confined,  but  there  is  an  excellent  situation  for 
making  a  larger  one,  were  it  required,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  western  bay.    It  is  the  prmcipal  port  of  Asturias,  and 
the  vicinity  and  easy  communication  with  Oviedo,  the  coal 
mines,  and  the  roads  now  open  to  the  interior  of  old  Castile 
may  cause  a  revival  of  its  commercfe.    It  contains  no  build- 
ings of  note  or  any  objects  of  art  excepting  some  statues  of 
Hernandez  and  Borja.   The  traffic  of  the  country  is  oarried 
on  ahnost  exclusively  by  carts  drawn  by  small  and  ill-bred 
bullocks,  through  roads  no  other  animal  could  travel  upon. 
The  deep  and  narrow  vallies  resound  with  the  creaking 
noise  of  the  revolving  axles,  so  common  in  the  Peninsula. 

There  is  a  carriage  road  by  the  plain,  from  Gijon  to 
Oviedo,  but  I  crossed  the  country  to  see  the  coal  mines, 
which  are  nearly  equidistant  from  both  places.      The  road 
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is  execrable,  over  cbains  of  hills  commanding  the  most 
mi^nificent  views,  resembling  the  north  of  Devon,  but  on 
ao  infinitely  greater  scale. 

We  passed  by  La  Pola,  a  large  village  in  an  upland  vale, 
where  there  is  a  beautiful  fragment  of  architecture  in  the 
style  of  Bramante ;  a  palace  which  had  been  commenced 
in  tbe  best  time,  and  then  left  unfinished,  a  strange  contrast 
with  all  around  it.  After  crossing  a  high  ridge,  we  d^cended 
to  the  river  Nalon,  in  the  vale  of  which  is  the  small  village 
oTSangreo.  We  had  been  travelling  for  some  time  over 
tbe  rich  coal  field  of  Asturias,  but  no  notice  was  given  of 
such  a  district;  not  a  particle  of  smoke,  no  carriage  road, 
much  leas  rail^ways.  We  met  ear  gas  on  mules  proceed- 
ing to  Gijon  over  roads  hardly  practicable  for  an  unladen 
animal,  and  where  in  places  I  was  §^ad  to  dismounL  Groves 
of  chestnuts  and  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation  cover  the 
seams  wbidi  come  to  the  surface  in  the  precipitous  hills  that 
bound  the  deep  valley  of  the  Nalon.  Amid  these  groves 
were  seen  a  few  mmi,  who  pierced  a  short  distance  into  a 
seam  with  perpendicular  walls  on  each  side,  working  tbe 
mineral  as  long  as  it  served  their  purpose,  and  then  seeking 
another  vein.  No  machinery  of  any  kind  is  used  or  re- 
quired. The  workmen  are  the  proprietors  and  sell  the 
product  to  the  muleteers;  who  carry  it  to  Gijon  and  dis- 
pose of  it  to  the  merchants.  The  communication  is  so  bad, 
that  although  the  distance  to  Gijon  is  only  five  leagues, 
the  Iad«i  mules  were  unable  to  efiiect  it  in  one  day.  These 
people  are  extranely  poor.  They  are  without  capital,  and 
as  government  have  no  right  of  interference  by  the  present 
hiWB,  and  no  capitalist  can  be  found  to  embark  in  it,  the 
nunes  are  almost  useless.  The  price  on  the  spot  is  six 
quartoi^  about  two-pence,  per  mule  load  of  eight  to  ten 
arrobaSj  or  one  peseta^  about  ten-pence  half-penny,  for  the 
loading  of  a  car  drawn  by  two  oxen. 
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The  Nalon,  which  waters  this  district,  is  a  clear  and 
beautiful  stream  running  in  a  wide  and  gravelly  bed,  about 
the  size  of  the  north  Tyne  at  its  junction  with  the  southern 
branch.  It  abounds  in  trout,  although  every  method  is  in 
dailyiise  to  destroy  them.  There  is  no  good  bridge,  and  the 
miners  are  at  present  confined  to  one  bank,  the  river  being 
impassable  in  the  freshes,  which  are  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  this  watery  region.  The  lower  part  of  the  valley  is 
well  cultivated,  and  the  country,  in  natural  beauty,  cannot 
be  surpassed.  The  government  once  speculated  in  these 
mines,  and  I  was  informed  that  large  sums  were  laid  out 
in  the  useless  task  of  attempting  to  make  the  Nalon  navi- 
gable, only  serving,  like  so  many  other  undertakings,  to 
enrich  the  administrators. 

I  proceeded  to  Oviedo  through  a  very  beautiful  country. 
The  capital  of  Asturias  is  surrounded  by  an  amphitheatre 
of  mountains,  bearing  a  resemblance  to  some  situations 
on  the  German  side  of  the  Alps,  and  amid  equally  verdant 
scenery.  It  is  a  tolerable  town,  with  some  bustle  and  ac- 
tivity in  the  market.  Fresh  butter  is  sold  in  abundance, 
being  preserved  in  skins  like  sausages,  and  is  now  seat  to 
Castile,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  drier  country.  The  cathe- 
dral is  of  inferior  size  to  some  others,  but  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  Spain.*  It  contains  no  works  of  art  of  impor- 
tance, excepting  some  sculpture  of  Hernandez.  In  the 
church  of  St.  Francisco  is  a  curious  specimen  of  ancient 
superstition  now  rarely  met  with.  The  noble  family  of 
Valdecarriana  have  their  burying  place  in  the  chnrch,  and 
stipulate,  on  giving  the  monks  somejanegas  of  wheat  an- 
mially  on  a  certain  day,  that  during  mass  they  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  introducing  a  bullock,  to  remain  during 
the  ceremony.   The  good  fathers  were  unable  to  resist  the 

*  Sec  tbe  Chapter  on  Architecture  for  the  description. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SRAIN.  85 

temptation  of  the  wheat  of  Castile,  but  on  their  part,  the 
saving  condition  is  annexed,  that  the  Cross  shall  not  be 
carried  in  front  of  the  procession.  The  contract  is  written 
in  large  letters  on  the  wall  of  the  chapel.  I  proceeded  to 
Leon  by  a  royal  carriage  road,  the  northern  part  of 
which  was  made  some  years  since.  The  country  is  mag* 
nificent,  but  the  villages  poor  and  ill-built  Campomanes^ 
which  is  the  principal,  has  a  new  and  tolerable  posada^  where 
I  found  excellent  red  trout,  and  a  delicious  wine,  like 
Grave,  from  Castile.  Pajares  is  a  poor  and  miserable  place 
near  the  summit  qf  the  puerto,  or  pass,  which  bears  its 
name.  The  elevation  is  considerable,  the  region  is  wild 
and  wintry,  and  the  communications  are  often  interrupted 
by  the  snow.  The  descent  on  the  southern  side  is  by  a 
new  line  of  road,  nearly  finished,  which  cannot  be.  sur^ 
passed  for  design  and  execution.  The  only  defect  is  in  the 
upper  stratum  of  stones  not  being  broken  sufficiently  smalls 
As  we  descended,  the  country  changed  its  appearance,  and 
the  dry  and  parched  aspect  of  Castile,  with  its  cloudless, 
sun,  succeeded,  the  fogs^  verdure,  and  )u:^uriant  vegetationi 
we  had  left  in  Ast4rias, 

To  Leon  from  Pajares  are  ten  long  leagues  without  a 
fo$ada,  at  least  a  decent  one.  We  fed  the  mules  in  a- 
corral^  where  was  shade  for  the  riders,  and  a  little  wine, 
but  nothing  else  could  be  procured.  There  are,  through  this^ 
wild  route,  many  hamjets  and  places  of  refuge  intended  for 
travellers,  but  they  are  now  untenanted  and  useless.  There 
^leere  many  arrierosanAmargottos^  a  variety  of  them,  tra- 
velling with  oil,  wine,  and  wheat,  to  supply  the  Asturian^. 
Some  were  from  the  Sierra  de  Gata,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Old  Castile;  others  had  journeyed  from  Eslremadura;  and 
some  even  from  Andalusia,  leading  the  wandering  life  so 
congenial  to  the  habits  of  the  Spanish  peasantry.  They 
were  io  general  of  the  inferior  description  of  muleteers.    I 
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looked  in  vain  for  some  of  the  strings  of  fat  mules  of  Are- 
valoywith  their  splendid  trappings,  described  by  Cervantes. 
The  misery  of  the  times  bears  heavily  upon  both  men  and 
animals.    The  places  they  rest  in  are  far  inferior  to  those 
in  the  southern  districts,  although  the  climate  is  ruder,  and 
warmth  and  shelter  much  more  requisite.  The  state  of  the 
roads  had  not  yet  permitted  the  establishment  of  diligences, 
and  the  communications  were  kept  up,  for  the  richer  class 
of  travellers,  by  carriages  which  go'/rom  Oviedo  to  Madrid 
occasionally,  in  the  manner  of  the  Italian  vetturini.     A 
conveyance  bad  just  started  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
fresh  fish  from  Gijon  to  Madrid,  by  relays  of  mules,  in 
cpposition  to  a  similar  enterprise  at  Bilbao.     From  the 
nature  of  their  cargo,  the  preservation  of  which  depended 
on   the   rapidity   of  the   transport,  they   traversed   the 
'country  night  and  day,  at  a  pace  quite  incredible.     Ac- 
cidents constantly  occurred  in  consequence,  and  one  of  them 
arrived  at  a  place  where  I  was,  in  a  disastrous  condition. 
My  attendant,  from  Bilbao,  who  was  a  perfect  master  of 
every  branch  of  business  connected  with  mules  and  car- 
riages, was  sent  for  to  direct  the  refitting,  which  the  party 
was  quite  unequal  to.     He  informed  me,  that  the  mayoral 
to  whom  Uie  important  charge  had  been  entrusted,  and  on 
whom  every  thing  depended,  had  bera  taken  out  of  some 
kitchen  at  Madrid,  and  had  never  left  the  city  before.  Other 
circumstances  were  related  on  the  road,  of  the  bad  ma- 
'  nagement  of  this  scheme,  on  which  I  understood  some  m- 
tendente  of  a  southern  province  was  spending  a  portion  of 
his  gains.  It  was  impossible  this  speculation  should  answer, 
and  in  a  few  months  a  failure  took  place ;  followed  by  that 
of  the  rival  company,  which  had  much  better  prospects  of 
success.     Leon  is  a  decayed  and  miserable  place,  without 
commerce  of  any  kind,  and  is  chiefly  supported  by  the 
chapter  and  other  religious  establishments.   The  cathedral. 
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(he  architecture  of  which  will  be  described  in  its  place,  is 
deservedly  celebrated,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of 
the  pure  Gothic.  The  windows  are  almost  entirely  of 
painted  glass,  some  of  which  is  extremely  beautiful,  but  it 
contains  neither  sculpture  nor  painting  of  value,  and  is  dis- 
figured by  a  barbarous  modern  introduction,  called  the 
transparente.  *  There  is  a  spacious  palace  belonging  to  a 
ooble  family,  who  have  possessions  in  the  neighbourhood. 
It  is  apparently  of  the  sixteenth  century,  but  was  never 
finished,  owing  to  an  injunction  of  the  Court  I  crossed 
the  plain  of  Leon  to  Benevente.  The  town  is  extensive, 
hut  a  miserable  and  ill-built  place.  The  castle  occupies 
a  promontory  at  the  extremity  of  it,  washed  on  one  side  by 
a  beautiful  stream,  a  branch  of  the  Esia,  and  the  other 
hounded  by  the  plain.  On  the  town  side  is  an  open  es- 
planade. The  castle,  which  is  now  a  complete  ruin, 
was  composed  of  several  styles  of  architecture.  The 
Moorish  is  visible  in  a  window  near  the  entrance,  but  the 
interior  of  that  part  of  the  building  is  completely  destroyed, 
and  it  is  impossible  now  to  know  the  details  of  it.  The 
walls  form  a  sort  of  double  body  or  inclosure  of  vast  so- 
lidity, with  a  corridor,  wide  enough  for  a  carriage,  running 
through  great  part  of  it,  above  which  were  the  principal 
rooms  of  the  old  part  of  the  castle.  The  inner  area  was 
open,  and  formed  a  sort  of  oval,  all  the  offices  and  other 
buildings  being  disposed  around  it.  The  great  staircase, 
now  in  ruins,  must  have  been  magnificent.  The  part 
farthest  from  the  entrance  is  the  most  modern,  and  was 
apparently  intended  for  the  occasional  residence  of  the 
family,  the  principal  rooms  having  miradors  or  galleries 
for  look  out.  From  ^the  solidity  with  which  this  division 
was  buih,  the  shell  remains   entire,  but  the   inside  is 

*  See  Clnurrigaera,  in  the  Chapter  on  Architecture. 
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completely  demolished.  Over  the  great  gateway  is 
a  noble  tower,  of  the  Norman  Style,  yet  entire.  The 
military  entrance  was  by  a  narrow  ascending  road,  un- 
der the  wall  on  the  side  opposite  the  river,  oulside  of 
which  was  a  small  detached  rampart  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  and  defending  it.  It  was  also  completely  com* 
manded  from  the  body  of  the  castle.  The  whole  formed  a 
compact  mass  of  great  strength  and  solidity.  It  was  certainly 
capable  of  defence,  but  there  appears  nothing  to  justify 
the  wanton  and  nearly  complete  destruction  of  private 
property  in  the  barbarous  manner  this  noble  remain  of 
ancient  times  has  experienced.  So  entire  is  the  destruction 
of  the  interior,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  the  plan  can  be  made 
out.  Fragments  of  marble  statues  are  lying  about,  and 
there  are  abundant  proofs  that  no  expense  had  been  spared 
in  decorating  this  building,  which  was  probably  the  finest 
feudal  remain  in  Spain.  In  scale^  and  in  some  other 
respects,  it  bears  some  resemblance  to  Ragland,  but  tt 
has  this  striking  difference  from  our  feudal  castles,  that 
there  is  no  detached  keep,  or  inner  entrenchment  of  any 
kind,  all  the  defence  being  from  the  outside.  From  the 
manner  in  which  the  late  war  was  carried  on,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  this  wanton  havock  was  committed,  as 
much  to  revenge  the  uncompromising  and  determined  op* 
position  made,  by  the  noble  family  to  which  it  belongs* 
to  the  invasion  of  Bonaparte,  as  for  the  mere  military 
reasons  which  could  be  given  to  excuse  it.  Like  many  ftots 
of  the  same  description,  the  trouble  taken  to  destroy  works, 
which  in  other  countries  would  have  been  left  unnoticed, 
is  an  involuntary  homage  rendered  to  the  Spanish  people* 
Benevente  is  the  central  point  of  communication  and  of 
the  administration  of  couriers  of  all  the  north-west  oi 
Spain,  and,  when  the  roads  are  completed  to  Galicia  and 
Asturias^  will  become  of  much  greater  consequence,    t 
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took  (he  road  to  Valladolid,  dining  the  first  day  at  Villal- 
pandOy  a  large  village,  where  a  fragment  of  an  antique 
relief  of  white  was  encrusted  in  a  mud  wall.  We  slept  at 
Rio  Seco,  a  well  built  place,  with  two  noble  churches, 
The  Parroquia  contains  excellent  sculpture  of  Juni  and 
Jordano.  A  branch  of  the  canal  of  Castile  is  to  communis 
cate  with  it,  and  will  be  of  vast  utility  for  exporting  the 
produce  of  the  plains  around.  The  next  day  I  proceeded  to 
Valladolid.  We  crossed  an  open  country,  without  passing 
through  a  village  or  a  hamlet,  or  even  by  a  venta  for  five 
leagues,  the  few  which  are  seen  being  out  of  the  direct  line 
of  the  route.  The  country  from  Leon  to  ValladoUd  is 
amongst  the  most  unpleasing  to  the  eye  in  the  whole  of 
Spain ;  vast  open  plains,  with  miserable  mud-built  vil^ 
lages,  form  a  monotony  unrelieved  by  an  agreeable  object. 
The  land  is  good  in  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  produces 
corn  of  all  kinds,  and  excellent  wine.  All  around  these 
villages  are  tracts,  now  waste,  which  would  grow  the  finest 
timber  of  every  sort,  whilst  the  miserable  fires  are  made 
of  straw  smouldering  under  earth,  and  other  substances 
to  retain  the  scanty  heat.  There  is  an  almost  total  want 
of  better  fiiel  to  resist  the  piercing  cold  of  winter,  which 
is  extremely  severe.  Between  these  towns  the  road  is 
through  ploughed  fields  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  and 
in  winter,  when  flooded,  it  is  nearly  impracticable.  Ma- 
teriab  are  wanting,  and  the  construction  of  solid  roads 
through  the  plain  is  an  enterprise  the  financiers  have 
hitherto  stood  aghast  at,  from  the  vast  expense  it  would 
entail.  There  would  appear  to  be  reasons  for  making 
the  communication  through  Valladolid,  but  at  present,  a 
line  a  little  shorter  to  the  west,  by  Tordesillas,  which 
passes  by  no  place  of  consequence,  is  considered  the  high 
road  of  Galicia  and  Asturias,  and  is  that  frequented  by 
both  couriers  and  travellers. 
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Valiadolid  is,  of  all  the  more  modern  towns  in  Spain, 
that  from  which  the  traveller  would  experience  the  greatest 
disappointment.    It  has  long  been  hastening  to  decay,  and 
the  ruthless  hand  of  war  has  borne  more  heavily  on  it 
than  on  any  other.     It  had*  the  misfoKune  to  be  selected 
as  a  place  of  arms,  and  the  review  of  sixty  thousand  men 
by  Napoleon,  in  person,  which  I  had  heard  them  boast  of 
having  taken  place,  was  a  sad  presage  of  its  inevitable  fate. 
Every  thing  had  been  converted  into  military  establishments. 
In  many  places  the  inscriptions  of  their  various  uses  have 
not  yet  been  effaced,  and  some  convents,  which  had  been 
cleared,  have  never  been  reoccupied.     The  treasures  of 
painting  it  once  contained  have  entirely  disappeared,  and 
neither  public  nor  private  collection  exists.     Of  sculpture, 
however,  there  is  still  an  ample  store,  and  the  works  of 
Berruguete,  Becerra,  Jordan,  Juni,  Aguiles,  and  Hernandez 
will  repay  the  examination  of  their  decaying  churches. 
There  is  little  good  architecture  besides  the  cathedral, 
which  is  unflnished,  and  the  noble  Gothic  church  of  the 
Benedictines,  with  its  adjuncts,*  but  the  plaza  mayor  and 
the  campo^  a  vast  open  space  near  the  entrance  from  Ma- 
drid, which  they  are  now  laying  out  for  public  walks  in  the 
style  of  beauty  and  taste  of  all  similar  works  in  Spain, 
distinguish  the  capital  of  old  Castile.     There  are  amongst 
the  houses  some  fragments  of  the  better  times  of  architec- 
ture, when  the  Roman  style  was  the  subject  of  imitation. 
The  chief  support  of  this  ruined  place  is  the  Atidiencia  or 
Chancery  court,  of  which  the  processes  compel  the  residence 
of  great  numbers  of  individuals  from  all  parts  of  its  exten- 
sive jurisdiction.     I  have  been  informed  that  the  mixture 
of  characters,  thus  thrown  together,  give  a  free  and  liberal 
tone  to  the  society,  unlike  what  might  be  expected  from 

*  See  the  description  of  both  these  churches  under  the  head  or  Ar^ 
cbitecture. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  91 

the  grave  character  of  the  old  Castiiians.  In  their  manners 
the  people  have  the  polish  of  an  ancient  capital,  and  the 
purest  accent  and  idiom,  like  the  Italian  of  Siena,  is  spoken 
by  every  class. 

I  visited  Fuen  Saldana,  a  large  village  at  a  long  league 
^stance  from  the  city.  It  contains  a  curious  Moorish 
castle,  the  body  forming  a  parallelogram  of  great  height, 
with  circular  towers  at  the  angles,  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
longer  sides.  It  is  nearly  perfect,  and  in  front  is  an  ad- 
vanced line,  of  lower  elevation,  also  flanked  by  towers  in  a 
similar  manner.  It  is  now  uninhabited,  and  occupied  as 
a  com  magazine.  In  a  small  convent  of  nuns,  are  three 
cdehrated  pictures  of  Rubens.  The  principal  is  the  altar- 
piece,  and  is  amongst  the  finest  of  his  works.  It  is  a  large 
picture  representing  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin  with  an- 
gels,  treated  in  a  great  and  masterly  style,  in  which  he  has 
almost  left  the  Flemish  forms,  and  seems  to  have  attempted 
to  rival  the  Bolognese  school.  The  design  is  accordingly 
pure  and  chaste,  but  full  of  fire  and  animation,  and  the 
colouring  magnificent.  The  other  pictures  are  collaterals, 
or  flanking  pieces,  representmg  St.  Antonio  with  the  child, 
and  St.  Francis  receiving  the  stigmata,  in  a  beautiful  land- 
scape, which  is  injured.  The  great  picture  was  carried  to 
France,  and  restored  in  1815.  Unfortunately,  the  sister- 
hood are  too  poor  to  be  able  to  take  the  requisite  care  of 
this  splendid  work,  which  is  perishing  in  a  damp  and  se- 
cluded situation,  where  it  is  seldom  visited,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  government  is  required  to  save  it  from  the  ine- 
vitable destruction  which  is  awaiting  it,  if  allowed  to  re- 


Hie  road  to  Burgoe  is  magnificent,  and  you  travel  at  a 
rate  not  to  be  disdained  in  England.  The  cathedral  is 
described  under  the  head  of  architecture,  and  the  sculpture 
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under  the  head  of  Becerra,  Haya,  and  others.    In  a  private 
chapel  is  a  Magdalene,  one  of  the  very  finest  specimens  of 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  and  in  another  chapel,  is  a  magnificent 
design  of  M.  Angelo,  coloured  by  Sebastian  del  Piombo. 
In  a  dark  part  of  the  church,  is  a  picture,  I  think  the  Ma- 
donna, which  appeared  to  me  of  Andrea  del  Sai*to,  original 
or  copy.  The  convents  are  ruined,  and  the  place  decaying; 
but  some  branches  of  woollen  manufacture  are  in  force, 
the  best  manias  in  Spain  being  made  here.     From  Valla- 
dolid  I  took  the  diligence  to  Madrid.     The  bridge  over  the 
Duero  had  been  broken  down  by  a  flood.     It  was  nearly 
ready,  and  I  was  assured  the  work  had  been  done,  owing 
to  the  increased  activity  of  the  administration  of  the  roads, 
in  a  space  of  time  incredible  to  those  acquainted  with  the 
old  system ;  one  of  the  many  proofs  that  the  people  only 
require  energy  on  the  part  of  those  who  direct  them.   I 
made  an  excursion  from  Olmedo  to  La  Mcjorada,  a  cele- 
brated convent  of  Geronimos,  monks  of  St  Jerome,  to  see 
some  sculpture  of  Berruguete.     The  buildings  are  exten- 
sive, but  by  no  means  on  a  scale  of  magnificence  or  good 
taste,  and  are  now  hastening  to  decay.  A  few  of  the  dron- 
ish  inhabitants  only  remain.     Every  thing  of  value,  ex- 
cepting the  sculpture,  which  is  mentioned  in  its  place,  is 
gone.     The  road  from  Valladolid  to  Madrid  is  the  worst 
of  all  the  royal  roads  in  Spain,  whilst  that  from  the  former 
place  to  Burgos  is  the  best.    The  consequence  is,  the  ad- 
ministration plead  the  excuse  and  have  the  worst  appointed 
tiros  *  in  the  whole  country.     The  journey  is  protracted 
to  an  unusual  and  unnecessary  length.     In  this  case  we 
narrowly  escaped  having  a  three  days'  journey  to  per^ 
form  a  distance  of  little  more  than  thirty  leagues,  owing  to 

^  Teama  of  mules,  consisting  or  seven  or  eigbC,  which  form  the  relnys. 
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the  bridge  being  broken ;  but  a  proposal  was  made  by  the 
mayoral  that  we  should  start  at  midnight  from  Ohnedo,  so 
as  to  arrive  at  Madrid  the  same  night.  This  was  readily 
arranged,  the  mixed  company  in  these  conveyances  being 
far  more  polite  and  ready  to  accommodate  each  other,  than 
those  in  general  found  in  similar  circnmstances  in  other 
countries. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

From  Madrid  to  Cuenca  and  Guadalaxara  by  the  Alcarria. 

I  visited  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca  in  June,  1832,  in  order 
to  complete  some  geological  observations  and  to  ascertain  its 
relations  with  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  the  connexion  o(  its 
forests  with  those  of  that  district,  and  to  examine  the  works 
of  several  artists  in  the  cathedral. 

I  had  sent  for  the  same  mules  and  attendant  which  had 
accompanied  me  from  Bilbao  in  the  preceding  autumn,  the 
additional  expense  being  more  than  compensated  by  knowing 
my  mozo^  and  avoiding  the  trouble  of  hiring  fresh  animab  at 
different  places,  and  the  inconvenience  of  bad  saddles.  We 
left  Madrid  by  the  Puerto  de  Atocha,  passing  under  the 
walls  of  the  Retiro.  After  crossing  the  Jarama,  near  its 
junction  with  the  Manzanares,  where  are  a  part  of  the  works 
of  the  unfinished  canal,  intended  to  connect  the  capital  with 
the  Tagus,  the  country  improves ;  and  at  Arganda,  which  is 
on  an  eminence  at  a  short  distance  from  the  united  streams, 
it  is  comparatively  pretty,  being  formed  of  olive  grounds, 
vineyards,  and  corn  lands.  Perales,  where  I  slept,  is  a  small 
village  in  a  deep  and  fertile  valley.  The  whole  of  this 
country  produces  excellent  red  wine.  Villarejo,  the  next 
place  in  the  route,  is  a  large  village  in  a  fine  open  country, 
with  a  castle  in  rude  imitation  of  the  beautiful  Moorish 
one  of  Fuen  Saldana,  near  Valladolid.  *    After  this  is  a 

*  See  the  Chapter  on  the  North  Coast- 
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dreary  tract  without  a  tree  to  Fuente  DueSa  del  Tajo,  a 
miserable  village  with  the  remains  of  a  strong  castle  of  the 
time  subsequent  to  the  Moors.  It  was  nearly  ruined  in  the 
^i^-ar  of  independence.  The  situation  is  on  a  rising  ground, 
al  a  short  distance  from  a  bridge  of  the  Tagus,  which  was 
lately  swept  away  by  the  united  effects  of  a  flood  and  rafts 
of  timber  descending  from  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca.  We 
crossed  in  a  ferryboat,  and  traversed  a  dismal  country  to 
Tarancon,  a  large  but  ill-built  and  miserable  place  without 
a  good  posada.  The  soil  is  good,  and  it  produces  oil  and 
excellent  wine  and  com.  The  situation  is  most  advanta- 
geous, being  the  central  point  of  all  the  southern  roads. 
That  from  Madrid  is  the  horse  or  short  road  to  Valencia, 
and  will  finally  be  the  communication  between  that  city  and 
the  Metropolis,  being  several  leagues  shorter  than  that  by 
Albaceta  and  Almanza.  It  is  accordingly  followed  by  the 
arrieros  and  galeras^  but  the  latter  are  at  present,  on 
account  of  the  roads,  obliged  to  make  a  long  detour  by 
Aranjuez,  and  sometimes  Ocana.  It  is  also  the  communi- 
cation with  Cuenca,  and  with  the  western  part  of  the 
Alcarria.  A  new  and  magnificent  road  conducts  from  this  to 
Cucaca,  and  is  intended  to  be  part  of  the  great  line  of 
Valencia.  The  villages  are  poor,  and  the  population  scanty, 
on  the  whole  route.  At  a  few  miles  distance,  the  scenery 
cbanges,  the  road  passes  a  defile  in  a  bold  range  of  hills, 
and  verdure  reUeves  the  eye.  The  country,  as  you  rise  in 
elevation,  assumes  a  northern  aspect  Tracts  of  marsh  or 
bog  occupy  the  flats,  and  are  drained  with  science  and 
effect  There  are  no  inns,  but  I  slept  at  a  parador,  esta- 
blished at  the  public  expense,  which  serves  at  the  same 
time  as  a  toll-house.  It  was  quite  full,  owing  to  the  ordi- 
nario  or  galera  of  Cuenca  having  arrived,  and  the  unusual 
accident  on  this  road  of  a  carriage,  in  which  was  an  old 
general  with  his  wife,  repairing  to  take  the  command  at 
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Cuenca,  with  an  escort  of  cavalry;  but  the  master  gave 
me  up  his  room,  with  a  clean  and  excellent  bed.  This 
road  is  planted  in  most  places  with  trees,  and  there  are 
station  houses  at  intervak,  a  plan  which  ought  to  be 
universal,  but  is  very  rare  in  Spain. 

Above  this  place,  which  is  near  the  village  of  La  Horca- 
jada,  the  country  becomes  more  mountainous,  and  the 
pine   and   oak  begin  to  appear.     An  imperceptible  rise 
conducts  to  a  high  puerto^  which  divides  the  waters  flow- 
ing respectively  to  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Ocean.    In 
descending  to  the  Xucar,  open  woodlands  and  corn  patches 
succeed.     After  passing  a  defile,  through  which  the  river 
flows,  an  avenue  of  young  trees  borders  the  road  to  the 
city  of  Cuenca.     You  enter  it  by  a  bridge,  designed  like  a 
Roman  work,  but  unfortunately  the  materiab  the  most  easy 
to  work  have  been  selected,  and  the  stone  is  now  conside- 
rably decomposed.      The  best  posada  is  on  the  ascent  to 
the  city,  and  is  a  vast  and  solid  building,  the  lower  part 
forming  a  magnificent  stable  on  arches,  above  which  at  dif- 
ferent elevations  are  the  rooms.     This,  and  several  other 
buildings,  with  a  noble  approach  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
city,  were  made  by  one  of  the  bishops.    The  buildings  were 
by  law  his  property,  but  were  bequeathed  to  the  public. 
So  small  is  the  intercourse  with  Madrid,  that  after  trying 
several  channeb,  I  found  it  impossible  to  procure  a  single 
letter  of  reconmiendation.     The  Spaniards  unanimously 
declared  it  to  be  the  Ultima  Thule,  and  were  amused  at 
the  idea  of  any  one  going  there.     The  Pinares  of  Cuenca 
are  proverbial  expressions  to  signify  wild  and  rude  country. 
I  waited  on  the  Corregidor,  who  received  me,  as  I  found 
the  Spanish  authorities  invariably  do,  with  great  politeness, 
and  then  proceeded  with  the  objects  of  my  journey.    The 
city  of  the  Moors  occupied  a  narrow  and  precipitous  ridge, 
with  magnificent  precipices  on  each  side,  forming  deep 
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Uirraneos,  in  which  the  Xucar  and  Huecar  flow,  meeting 
ai  the  lower  part  of  (he  town.     The  upper  part   con- 
laiiis  the  cathedral  and  a  small  esplanade  or  plaza^  which 
is  the  only  level  spot.     The  houses  are  built  on  the  edge 
of  precipices,  with  &Us  of  many  hundred  feet  at  the  back. 
Abold  and  magnificent  bridge  for  horses,  connects  the  back 
of  the  cathedral  with  a  convent  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Huecar,  which  was  built  by  an  individual  of  the  church. 
At  the  foot  of  the  old  town,  an  extensive  suburb  spreads  out 
into  the  plain,  which  is  decaying,  and  suffered  severely  in 
the  war  of  independence.     It  contains  solid  and  excellent 
edifices^  but  the  finest,  which  was  a  palace  of  some  noble 
bmily  now  resident  at  Murcia,  was  entirely  ruined.     The 
cathedral  is  a  magazine  of  art  of  all  kinds,  firom  the  best  to 
the  very  worst,  and  will  be  mentioned  under  the  various 
heads  of  architecture,  sculpture,  and  painting.^    There  was 
a  splendid  collection  of  plate,  of  which  some  part  remains; 
httt  the  finest  piece,  which  was  invaluable,  being  the  work 
<^theBeeerrils,  who  were  natives  of  the  place,  was  carried 
off  in  the  war.    The  chapter-house,  and  other  offices,  are 
ia  a  corresponding  style  of  opulence.  The  see  is  one  of  the 
richest  in  Spain,  and  the  clergy  proportionably  numerous. 
The  architecture  of  the  city  is  principally  modern,  but  there 
are  some  excellent  specimens  of  the  best  time,  with  sculpture 
and  painting  on  the  fronts.    It  was  formerly  the  residence 
of  the  Mendozas,  and  many  other  noble  families,  who  are 
extinct,  or  have  emigrated.  It  has  produced  many  eminent 
individuals,  but  has  now  dwindled  to  a  place  of  clerigos^ 
depending  for  its  existence  on  the  ecclesiastical  bodies. 

*  The  i^incipal  sculptors  who  figure  in  this  interestiiig  repository  oi' 
vt,  are  Bermguete  and  Xamete,  and  the  works  of  Yailez  are  the  most  va- 
httblc  paintiogs.  Becerril,  the  Platero,  and  Arenas,  a  rejero,  or  iron 
pte  maker,  also  contrihuted  to  adorn  this  edifice,  of  which  the  architec> 
UK  is  extremely  curious.    See  also  the  Chapter  on  that  head. 
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The  ravines,  through  which  the  streams  flow,  that  bound 
the  city  on  each  side,  are  laid  out  in  walks  and  roads,  and 
the  rocks  are  covered  with  ivy.  Above  the  town  both 
widen  out,  and  resemble  in  miniature  the  magnificent 
scenery  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Perdu.  The  vale  of  the 
Xucar,  were  it  planted,  would  be  equalled  by  few  places 
in  Europe  for  picturesque  beauty. 

At  about  half  a  league  higher  up,  near  the  bed  of  the 
river,  are  some  copious  springs,  called  the  Fuentesdel 
Re,  where  it  is  said,  Alonzo  and  his  army  encamped 
during  the  siege,  when  the  city  was  captured  from  the 
Moors.  The  king  and  part  of  his  army  may  have  done  so, 
but  those  entrusted  with  the  active  part  of  the  operations 
must  have  been  nearer  the  scene  of  action.  Above  this, 
the  Xucar,  a  clear  and  noble  stream,  waters  an  open 
country,  after  it  has  issued  from  the  defiles  of  the  forest 
where  the  principal  feeders  are.  The  head  streams  rise  to 
the  east,  on  an  open  elevated  table,  the  common  source 
of  it,  and  the  Tagus  and  Guadalaviar,  which  waters  the 
eastern  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  Having  obtained 
information  by  questioning  the  people  respecting  the  forests, 
I  made  an  excursion  to  the  Val  de  Cabras,  where  I  found 
the  principal  objects  of  my  journey ;  the  timber  that  sup- 
plies Madrid.  A  considerable  fall  had  lately  taken  place  to 
the  east.* 

The  territory  of  Cuenca,  which  b  a  high  and  wintry  re- 
gion, produced  in  its  better  days  vast  quantities  of  wool, 
with  abundance  of  com  and  honey.  The  woollen  manufac- 
tures are  mentioned  by  Cervantes,  and  flourished  in  his 
time.  It  is  too  cold  for  the  olive  or  vine,  but  abundance 
of  both  oil  and  wine  are  furnished  from  the  neighbouring 
districts  of  the  Alcarria  and  Valencia.  From  the  situation, 

*  A  report  of  the  trees  which  clothe  this  interesting  district  wiU  be 
found  under  its  respective  head. 
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it  is  admirably  calculated   for  a  place  of  commerce,  and 
may  probably  recover  when  the  roads  are  completed ; 
which  will  throw  it  nearly  into  the  direct  line  between 
Valencia  and  Madrid.    By  the  present  made  of  fortifying, 
of  occupying  heights  by  detached  works,  it  might,  if  re- 
quired, be  converted  into  a  place  of  war  at  no  great  expense. 
Having  obtained  [the  object  of  my"  journey,  I  set  out 
for  Guadalaxara.     There  are  two  roads  from  Cuenca  to 
Prtego,  a  principal  point  of  my  journey  ;  one  by  the  Sierra, 
ihc  other,  which  is  longer,  by  the  plain.  Vei^  fortunately 
for  the  geology,  I  chose  the  last.     At  a  short  distance,  I 
tamed  out  of  the  great  Madrid  road  to  the   right,  and, 
after  passing  some  miserable  villages  in  a  fertile  but  badly 
cultivated  country,  resembling  the  wilder  part  of  the  Welsh 
borders,  I  came  to  CaSaveras,  a  large  place  in  a  valley 
of  the   Alcarria.     The  road  was  covered  with  wandering 
beggars  and  gypsies,  and  a  party  of  the  latter  tribe  were 
in  prison,  having  been  caught  stealing  a  sheep  and  feast- 
ing upon  it  near  the  town.    The  distance  from  Canaveras 
to  Priego  is  two  leagues,  over  an  upland  and  partly  wooded 
country,  abounding  with  game.     After  arriving  at  Priego, 
which  is  beautifully  situated  on  a  commanding  eminence 
over  the  little  river  Escobas,  where  it  issues  from  the  Sierra, 
and  abounds  with  trout,  I  went  to  see  a  convent,  in  a 
wild,  sequestered  and  truly  monastic  situation,  in  a  deep 
gorge,   amid   precipices  clothed  with  pines,    called  the 
Denerto,  The  posada  at  Priego  had  a  good  exterior ;  but 
on  entering,  the  scene  changed ;  the  part  appropriated  to 
strangers  was  the  anti-stable,  with  which  it  communicated, 
and  at  the  farther  end  was  the  fire,  the  whole  black  and 
dirty  in  the  extreme.     There  were  two  rooms  above,  but 
they  declared  no  beds  were  to  be  had,  and  only  by  perse- 
verance this  difficulty  was  at  last  overcome.    There  was 
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BO  bread  sold-  in  the  place,  but  the  doctor  sup|rfied  me 
with  a  loaf  from  his  store.  At  nlght-iall  the  Alcalde  arriv- 
ed from  sporting  in  the  Sierra,  with  an  enormous  wild 
cat,  which  his  dogs  had  killed,  muck  to  their  credil,  for 
it  was  a  formidable  animal.    When  it  was  brought  to  the 
posada^  the  whole  village  soon  came  to  inspect  it;  I  co- 
veted the  skin,  which  I  could  not  ask  for ;  but  gave  orders 
privately  to  my  mpzo  to  purchase  it  at  any  price,  if  it  ceaU 
be  efiected.    Unfortunately,  some  of  the  ooaqfmny  viewed 
it  with  different  eyes ;  their  stomachs  b^an  to  yearn,  and 
ihe  question  waa  started  wh^h^  or  not  it  could  be  eaten. 
Most  were  of  an  affirmative  opinion,  some  were  sileot; 
only  the  Alcalde  and  mysdf  agreed  we  should  not  like  to 
-touch  it ;  at  last  a  wdl-dressed  character  came  in,  with  an 
^  of  authority,  and  examined  it  amid  a  general  sil^Me; 
he  then  deliberately  gave  his  judgment,  that  dressed  with 
cice  it  would  be  excellent   Various  Spaniards,  to  whom  I 
have  related  this  story,  pronounced  immediately  that  be 
must  have  been  a  Valencian,  from  his  partiality  for  this 
mode  of  cookery.    This  settled  the  matter;  his  decision 
was  received  with  loud  acclamations,  and  they  proceeded 
to  prepare  it  for  the  (^ration.  All  hopes  of  the  slun  being 
obtained  in  a  state  fit  for  preservation  vanished.  In  a  short 
time  it  was  dissected  and  handed  round,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  disputants  asked,  whether  there  was  any  cause  of 
objection,  and  whether  it  did  not  exactly  resemble  mbbit,  its 
Ceivourite  food,  in  appearance  and  smell.   It  certainly  did 
so,  and  supper  was  soon  prepared.    The  Alcalde,  like  a 
true  Spaniard,  gave  up  all  claim  for  himself,  save  some 
fragment  as  a  remanbrance  of  the  capture.    The  repast 
took  place,  amidst  the  animation  which  distinguishes  the 
people  on  those  occasions,  so  different  from  their  usna 
sedate  manners.    The  banquet  was  confined  to  a  chosai 
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few,  for  they  excluded  aU  who,  by  mewing  and  other  antics, . 
liftd  thrown  ridicuk  on  the  proeeeding.  After  keeping  it 
■p  very  late,  and  drinking  quantitief  of  wine,  they  salKed 
out,  to  '*  finish,^ at  the  (ijft(arcft«iirma,a  plaee  wherehrandy 
is  8oU.  Here  they  beoame  so  noisy,  diat  the  Alcalde,  whose 
tibendky  in  his  private  capacity  was  th6  canse  of  the  uproar, 
fomd  it  necessary  to  interfere  in  his  oflKcisl  one,  and  he 
ordered  the  whole  party  to  be  pat  in  prison,  where  they 
rNnawed  when  I  left  the  place.    During  the  excitement  of 
this  soene,  wfait^  is  exactly  of  the  description  of  those 
wbich  are  transferred  to  the  stage^  and  form  their  ini-^ 
Bailable  Saineiei^  not  the  slightest  breach  of  manners  or 
respect  to  themselves  or  to  each  other  took  place,  so  dif- 
ferent from  die  practice  of  the  corresponding  classes  in  most 
parts  of  Europe.   The  pomdero^  under  whose  roof  it  took 
plsioe,  was  a  boor ;  his  wifi^  exactly  the  reverse.   She  was  a> 
young  woman  of  eighteen,  who  had  been  married  very 
early,  and  had  two  children.    Her  form  was  so  light  and 
elegant,  that  it  would  have  been  remarked  any  where. 
Her  skin,  excepting  her  hands,  was  white  as  snow,.her  eyes 
and  hair  black,  her  mouth  small  and  beautiful,,  and'  her 
fieatnres  as  like  the  Qrecian  form  as  are  generally  seen. 
In  the  plainest  attire,  she  presided  in  this  strange  scene, 
alternately  answering  the  call  of  the  guests,  attending  to  her 
eulinary  duti^,  and  awing  the  child  in  her  arms,  which 
was  of  a  wayward  temper,  to  submission,  and  then  with 
the  tenderest  caresses  feeding  it  from  her  mouth  in  the 
manner  of  birds,  and  occasionally  finding  a  moment  for 
conversation,  which  she  did  with  the  ease  and  incomparable 
grace  of  the  country.    She  Was  a  native  of  a  neighbouring 
villige.    1  could  not  ascertain  her  parentage,  but  her  ap- 
pearance was  Valencian,  and  in  every  thing  very  different 
from  the  nisUc  beauties  of  the  place  of  her  residence.    As. 
her  httsbaud  was  among  the  deKnquents,  she  sat  up  very 
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late,  anxiously  waiting  for  his  return  in  the  chimney  corner, 
with  her  back  to  the  wall,  and  her  two  children  grouped 
in  her  arms  like  a  figure  of  Charity  ;  and  at  early  dawn 
she  was  stirring  to  enable  us  to  depart. 

Priego,  where  this  scene  was  exhibited,  is  a  complete 
epitome  of  the  country.  The  situation  is  beautiful  and  the 
climate  excellent.  Although  at  the  foot  of  the  Sierra,  the 
garden  produce  is  the  earliest  in  the  district.  The  wine  is 
of  the  best  quality,  and  was  selling  at  five  reals,  sifyini  one 
shilling,  the  arroba  of  twenty-five  pounds.  Observing 
that  our  consumption  was  very  great,  I  enquired  the 
reason,  and  the  mozo  informed  me  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
bathing  the  mulcts  shoulders  with  it,  to  refresh  them  in  the 
evening.  Corn  was  equally  cheap,  yet  the  poor  people 
were  starving,  and  only  for  the  generosity  of  a  public  func- 
tionary in  the  place,  many  of  them  would  have  died  from 
want  in  the  preceding  winter.  Every  thing  is  in  keeping. 
There  is  a  ruined  feudal  castle  ;  a  plaza  and  regular 
buildings  had  been  commenced,  but  left  unfinished.  The 
posada  had  a  regular  elevation  of  good  architecture; 
leaving  an  open  attic,  as  usual  in  Valencia,  the  roof  being 
supported  by  Caryatides  of  decent  sculpture.  The  original 
church  had  been  Gothic,  and  a  Tudor  arch,  which  is  rare 
in  Spain,  forming  the  entrance,  remains.  A  sumptuous 
edifice  was  intended  to  replace  it,  of  which  a  part  only  was 
finished.  It  might  be  supposed  to  be  designed  by  Brunel- 
leschi,  so  exactly  is  it  a  transcript  of  his  works  at  Florence. 
The  campanarioy  or  belfry,  is  rustic,  in  the  manner  of  the 
Pitti  palace ;  the  aisles  of  the  style  of  Santo  Spirito.  The 
architects  name,  which  is  not  recorded  in  the  long  list  of 
his  profession  in  the  work  of  Cean  Bermudez,  is  Miguel 
Lopez. 

The  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  was   covered  with 
the  dwarf  yellow  jasmine,  and  many  beautiful  and  interest- 
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iog  plants.  We  feasted  on  excellent  mutton,  which  was 
(bund  in  every  place,  and  varied  the  uniformity  of  Spanish 
(ravelling  diet.  Provisions  being  abundant,  our  con- 
sumption  was  proportionaUy  great;  for  my  mozo  made  a 
practice  of  distributing  largely,  at  the  close  of  each  repast, 
to  the  bystanders,  who  were  always  willing  to  partake,  but 
never  asked  for  any  thing.  The  sheep  are  a  small  and  light 
laoe,  quite  unlike  the  merinos,  and  more  resemble  the  im^ 
proved  Cheviot  breed. 

In  about  an  hour  from  leaving  Priego,  I  arrived  at  the 
hanks  of  the  Guadiela,  one  of  the  innumerable  Moorish  com* 
pounds  relating  to  some  quality  characteristic  of  the  stream 
or  valley*  It  is  the  western  arm  of  the  Tagus,  and  iiearly 
equal  to  the  other  in  magnitude.  Its  colour  was  a  sea  green, 
like  the  Tessino,  as  it  descends  from  the  St  Gothard,  and 
Gnely  contrasted  with  the  dark  red  of  the  sand-stone  in 
which  the  bed  is  deeply  excavated.  After  coasting  it  for  some 
distance,  we  passed  a  solid  bridge,with  a  mill  attached  to  it, 
and  by  a  parallel  direction,  but  at  a  greater  distance, 
descended,  by  the  other  bank,  through  a  similar  country. 

Alcocer,  which  is  the  principal  place  on  this  road,  is  a 
large  and  substantial  village,  with  good  buildings,  but  is 
hastening  to  decay.  After  this,  the  country  altered  in  cha- 
racter; deep  and  precipitous  vallies  are  worn  in  the  marie, 
and  resemble,  on  a  much  larger  scale,  the  hilly  parts  of 
Devonshire.  I  dined  at  Sacedon,  a  miserable  place  in  a 
picturesque  valley,  bounded  by  lofty  mountains,  at  a  league 
distance  from  the  baths,  where  there  is  a  royal  colony, 
founded  lately  at  a  great  expense.  A  good  road  has  been 
made  to  it,  and  it  was  occasionably  visited  by  the  king.  A 
number  of  gypsies  were  encamped  outside  the  town.  They 
had  been  refused  quarters  at  the  posaduy  when  the  curious 
question  arose,  to  occupy  the  escribanos^  whether  such 
refusal  was  legal,  and  whether  the  posadero  was  not 
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obliged  to  receive  all  wayfaring  persons  who  might  claim 
his  assistance.     Whether,  in  fact,  in  a  country  where  the 
idea  prevails,  that  every  man's  house  is  his  castle,  this 
functionary^  was  to  be  the  exception,  and  his  residence 
considered  on  the  footing  of  a  caravansera^  or  as  a  puUie 
resort,  where  all  had  the  right  of  entry,  as  the  mules  to 
drink  in  the  public  plaza  f  This  question  embraced  so  many 
points,  and  opened  so  vast  a  field  for  reply  and  rejoinder, 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  a  speedy  decision.  The  Alcalde^ 
however,  determined,  that  without  entering  into  the  knotty 
question  as  to  the  right  of  occupation  of  the  posada,  he 
had  a  dear  right  to  interdict  their  entry  into  the  towD, 
and  they  were  accordingly  forced  to  remain  outside.  They 
were  accused  of  pilfering  and  other  idle  habits,  exactly  as 
in  England  and  elsewhere.    Whence  the  excessive  sensi- 
bility of  the  landlord  proceeded,  I  could  not  imagine.   He 
at  least  might  have  slept  in  security,  for  the  sharpest  eye 
of  a  gypsy  would  have  been  puzzled  to  find  any  thing  in 
his  establishment  worth  carrying  off.   They  were  magnifi- 
cent men,  almost  black,  with  good  features,  and  extremely 
clean  in  their  persons.    Their  linen  was  white  as  snow, 
contrasting  with  the  Ethiopian  hue  of  their  skins.     What- 
ever may  have  been  the  foundation  of  the  prejudice  against 
them,  they  were  very  superior  to  the  miserable  race  which 
inhabits  these  villages,  whom,    if  mere  physical  power 
were  concerned,  they  could  easily  have  dispossessed  of  their 
residences.    We  were  told  a  story  of  another  party,  who 
had  recently  stolen  some  asses  in  La  Mancha.  The  people 
had  traced  them,  and  as  justice  was  difficult  to  procure  in 
such  cases,  they  had  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands, 
and  executed  summary  vengeance  on  them.    The  number 
of  vagabonds,  who  were  scattered  over  the  country,  was 

*  The  posada  is  often  a  kind  of  ofllclal  appointment  by  the  myunia* 
mien  to. 
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iacreased  by  a  late  order  at  Madrid,  expelling  all  who  were 
not  well  lodged  and  were  unemployed,  from  apprehension 
of  (he  cholera. 

The  road  to  Guadalaxara  enters  a  deep  barranco  in 
the  pine-dad  range  which  bounds  this  valley,  whence  you 
emerge  on  a  romantic  pass,  through  which  the  Tagus 
winds  its  way.  Below  is  a  most  picturesque  defile,  with 
pines  covering  the  rocks.  We  crossed  by  a  bridge,  and, 
traversing  a  country  of  deep  ravines,  and  abrupt  ascents, 
reached  an  extensive  table  covered  with  oak,  of  which  the 
copse  only  remains.  At  the  termination  of  this  is  a  deep 
valley,  with  a  convent,  in  a  beautiful  situation  at  the 
entrance  of  it.  Below  is  Tendilla,  a  decaying  place,  with 
the  remains  of  better  days.  The  feudal  castle  is  in  ruins 
on  a  height  above,  the  possessor  of  which  figures  in 
the  history  of  the  last  wars  of  Granada.  In  the  evening  a 
respectable  man,  of  the  class  o(  labradoreSf  or  yeomanry, 
arrived  from  the  borders  of  Estremadura,  with  his  son, 
a  boy  whom  he  was  going  to  place  with  the  Franciscan 
monks  of  the  convent.  The  building  is  of  great  extent,  but 
they  were  reduced  to  the  number  of  twelve. 

From  this  to  Guadalaxara  the  country  is  beautiful,  but 
in  a  state  of  the  greatest  neglect.  In  the  town  there  is 
nothing  worthy  of  notice,  excepting  the  splendid  palace 
of  the  Duke  of  Infantado,  an  enormous  building,  which  it 
is  inconceivable  they  should  have  found  an  architect  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  to  execute  in  such  bad  taste.  It  is  neither 
Moorish,  nor  Grothic,  nor  classic,  but  an  attempt  at  a 
compound  of  all  three.  The  great  patio  is  magnificent,  and 
two  galleries  to  the  garden  truly  regal.  The  principal  facade 
is  in  bad  taste,  a  sort  of  bastard  Gothic,  hut  is  of  imposing 
dimensions.  The  patio  is  disfigured  by  execrable  sculpture, 
the  shafts  of  the  columns  of  the  upper   gallery  to  the 
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garden  are  oval.  The  inside  is  equally  bad  in  arrangement, 
ample  space  frittered  and  lost  without  comfort  or  splendour. 
To  complete  the  mismanagement,   it  is  so  placed,  that 
there  are  no  grounds  or  garden,  excepting  a  small  spot 
like  those  in  the  middle  of  cities.    The  royal  manufactory 
of  cloth,  now  abandoned,^  is  built  quite  under  the  win- 
dows, which  would  command  a  noble  view  of  the  plain, 
and  distant  mountains,   with  the  Henares  below.    The 
Pantheon  of  the  family,    which   is   at   the   convent  of 
St.  Francisco,   is  in  much  better  taste,   and  appears  to 
have  been  built  in  imitation  of  that  of  the  Escurial.    It 
is  an    oval  shaped    room  of  most    correct  design,   to 
which  you  descend  by  a  staircase  lined  with  the  fmest 
marbles.    In  niches  were  placed  beautiful  sarcophagi  of 
the  same  material,  intended  to  receive  the  bones  of  the  in- 
dividuals which  were  placed  in  the  first  instance  in  a  ceme- 
tery above.    When  the  French  vacated  the  place,  it  was 
found  that  the  bones  had  been  taken  out,  and  strewed  over 
the  floor,  and  nearly  every  sarcophagus  was  broken,  or 
injured,  a  work  of  considerable  labour  to  the  perpetrators 
of  this  mischief.  The  original  intention  cannot  now  be  ful- 
filled, but  the  mingled  bones  were  gathered  together  and 
placed  again  in  some  of  the  niches,  with  an  inscription 
to  commemorate  the  cause.   In  this  ancient  town  are  some 
buildings  of  Moorish  design,  but  they  appeared  to  be  rebuilt 
on  the  original  designs,  and  I  saw  none  of  which  I  was 
satisfied  of  the  originality. 

Below  the  town  flows  the  Henares,  a  noble  stream;  one 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Tagus,  with  an  extensive  bridge, 
originally  Roman,  of  which  three  small  arches  remain. 
The  rest  is  a  mixture  of  successive  repairs,  Moorish  and 

*  This  is  an  immense,  untenanted,  suite  of  buildings/which,  when  the 
French  entered;  employed  24,000  people. 
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modern.  The  plain  is  of  surpassing  fertility,  being  a  rich 
loam,  and  is  one  of  the  granaries  of  the  capital,  but  without 
a  tree  or  object  to  break  the  view. 

Lower  down  on  the  river,  at  four  leagues  distance,  is 
Alcala  de  Henares,  another  crumbling  remain  of  ancient 
celebrity,  now  fast  hastening  to  decay.  It  has  an  univer- 
sity, and  a  military  college,  and  boasts  of  being  the  birth- 
place of  Cervantes. 

The  archbishop's  palace  is  an  old  edifice,  with  a  splendid 
loner /wrrib,  by  Berruguete.*  After  crossing  the  Jarama, 
the  rich  loam  which  forms  the  beautiful  plain  of  Guada- 
Isoara  is  succeeded  by  the  unproductive  soil  characterising 
die  dreary  radius  of  Madrid. 

*  See  that  artist  under  the  head  or  Sculpture. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
Madrid  to  Zaragou  and  Pamplona,  Nottkcrn  or  Froa  Provioeet. 

I  WENT  from  Madrid  to  Zaragoza  in  an  excellent  diligence, 
by  the  new  road,  which  occupies  two  days  and  a  half. 
The  first  night  we  slept  at  Guadalaxara,  and  at  an  early 
hour  proceeded  to  Ariza,  the  next  day  Arriving  in  the  ca- 
pital of  Aragon. 

The  road  from  Guadalaxara  is  entirely  new,  and  when 
finished,  which  it  is  on  the  point  of  being,  will  leave  no- 
thing to  desire.  It  is  narrower  than  most  of  the  royal^ 
roads,  and  more  resembles  those  in  England.  The  first 
day's  journey  beyond  Guadalaxara  was  chiefly  through  des- 
pobladosy  or  uninhabited  country,  but  after  crossing  the 
division  of  the  waters  of  the  Tagus  and  the  Ebro  it  improved. 
The  vale  of  the  Xalon,  which  flows  to  the  latter  river,  is 
well  cultivated,  the  stream  being  extensively  used  for  irri- 
gation. It  is  a  northern  region,  producing  hemp,  barley, 
and  pulse  of  various  kinds.  Walnut  and  cherry  trees  are 
mixed  with  the  vines. 

Alhama  de  Aragon,  so  called  to  distinguish  it  from  Al- 
hama  de  Granada,  is  a  small  place,  with  convenience  for 
the  resort  of  strangers  during  the  season  of  the  baths.  It 
occupies  a  narrow  gorge  in  an  interesting  country.  Cala- 
tayud,  a  Moorish  look-out  or  beacon-place,  with  a  strong 
castle,  now  in  ruins,  is  the  principal  place  in  this  valley. 
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It  IB  A  wetdtky  and  important  town,  in  a  highly  cultivated 
plain,  with  the  An^onese  character  of  narrow  streets,  good 
fronts  to  the  houses,  bold  roofs,  the  rafters  projecting,  and 
ofien  highly  ornamented.  Beyond  this  we  left  the  culti- 
vated country  of  the  Xalon,  and  crossing  a  dreary  tract  of 
HMNintain,  descended  to  the  plain  of  the  Ebro,  through 
white  chalky  soil.  Not  a  tree  or  scarcdy  a  trace  of  vegetation 
ia  seen  until  you  reach  the  borders  of  the  canal,  when, 
owing  to  the  irrigation,  all  is  verdure  and  fertility. 

I  entered  Zaragoza  by  the  Puerto  de  Santa  Engracia,  cele- 
iMnatedin  tbehistoryof  modem  times,  beii^  the  point  by  which 
the  French  entered  the  city  in  1809.    We  passed  between 
the  ruins  of  the  churches  of  St  Francisco  and  Santa  En- 
gracia, neither  of  which  have  been  rebuilt,  and  the  sites, 
as  well  as  those  of  most  of  the  houses  are  occupied  by  a 
plaza  and  jNMeo.     The  object  of  the  besiegers  was  to  ob- 
tain access  to  the  Co«o,  a  wide  street,  the  principal  in  the 
city,  which  sweeps  round  the  outside  circumference  of  the 
town  on  the  land  side,  connecting  the  market-place  and  the 
Ebro.     The  open  space  referred  to  was  the  barrier,  and 
it  was  only  by  a  demolition  almost  complete  of  the  buildings, 
that  the  object  was  attained.     The  chief  means  employed 
was  to  drive  mines  through  the  lower  parts  of  the  houses, 
wfaidi  were  then  blown  up  or  rendered  untenable.     On 
both  sides  of  the  Coso  the  houses  exhibit  the  marks  of  the 
round  and  grape-shot,  where  they  seem  preserved  as  relics. 
Many  of  those  on  the  inside  have  been  rebuilt.    On  the 
outside  manzofia^  these  shot  marks  prove  that  the  houses 
were  still  obstinately  defended  after  the  enemy  had  ,pene- 
traied  inaide  them.    The  destruction  in  the  city  was  very 
great,  but  there  are  less  remains  of  it  than  might  be  ex- 
pected, owing  to  the  vast  solidity  of  the  houses.     In  the 
iBlerior  it  is  a  Moorish  town,  and  presents  a  vast  and  solid 
which  could  only  have  been  destroyed  by  great 
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trouble  and  prodigious  expense.  The  two  cathedrals  are 
fortunately  on  the  opposite  side,  near  the  Ebro,  and  es- 
caped without  serious  injury ;  but  the  Sala  de  Diputacion, 
a  Gothic  building  of  great  antiquity,  and  interest  in  Spanish 
art,  which  stood  between  them,  was  destroyed.  The  de- 
fence of  this  place,  like  too  many  of  the  operations  during 
the  dreadful  war  of  independence,  furnishes  a  striking  con- 
trast of  disinterested  patriotism  and  heroic  courage  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  with  the  incapacity  and  imbecility  of 
those  who  commanded  them.  It  was  determined  to  defend  a 
place,  untenable  by  the  rules  of  war.  The  military  com- 
mandant was  made  subservient  to  a  man,  who  was  totally 
ignorant  of  every  thing  relating  to  war,  and  took  scarcely 
any  part  in  the  proceedings.  A  large  army  was  shut  up 
and  sacrificed,  and  incalculable  and  irreparable  destruction 
of  life  and  property  incurred,  without  the  slightest  advan- 
tage resulting  to  the  common  cause.  Amongst  the  garri- 
son were  cooped  up  two  thousand  cavalry,  the  horses  of 
which  were  obliged  to  be  shot  in  a  few  days  for  want  of 
forage  I  The  place  was  taken,  with  comparatively  very 
little  loss  to  the  enemy,  by  a  force  inferior  to  that  shut  up 
inside.  To  the  honour  of  the  French  officers,  the  capture 
of  this  place  was  not  attended  by  the  excesses  so  common 
on  other  occasions ;  but  the  usual  customs  of  civilized  nations 
appear  to  have  been  attended  to. 

There  are  two  cathedrals,  of  which  the  architecture 
will  be  more  particularly  described  in  its  place.  They  are 
just  the  converse  of  each  other ;  the  Seu  is  dark  and  solenm, 
the  Pilar  Ught  and  cheerful,  like  a  theati*e.  The  Seu  con- 
tains some  very  interesting  sculpture  and  painting,  but  I 
suspect  there  are  errors  in  transcribing  the  names  either 
of  the  authors  of  these  works  or  of  the  chapels,  in  the 
books.  The  principal  sculptors  who  figure  in  the  cathedrals 
are  Becerra,  the  two  Morlanes,  Obray,   Forment,  Tu- 
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desilla,  and  some  others.  A  small  church  at  the  Manteria 
is  painted  by  Ck>eUo  and  Munoz.  The  end  of  the  church  o^ 
Santa  Engracia,  with  some  valuable  and  interesting  sculp- 
iDre  by  the  Morlanes,  has  by  a  miracle  been  preserved.  * 
This  place  is  on  the  decline,  like  all  the  provincial  ca- 
pitals, many  of  the  old  families  having  gone  to  hide  their 
poverty  at  Madrid,  and  many  magnificent  houses  are  let 
out  in  tenements.  Their  residences  are  on  a  scale  not  ex- 
ceeded any  where  in  Spain,  comb'ming  solidity  and  splen- 
dour with  taste.  The  cornices  of  many  are  of  great  chaste- 
ness  and  beauty  of  design.  Provisions  of  all  sorts,  corn, 
wine,  oil,  mutton,  game,  and  vegetables,  are  cheap, 
abundant,  and  excellent  It  is  probably  the  best  country 
ibr  living,  in  Spain.  I  found  the  people  civil  and  polished, 
as  in  all  the  old  cities  through  the  country.  The  lower 
classes  have,  however,  a  bad  reputation,  and  assassinations 
are  said  to  be  common.  The  peasants  of  the  environs 
wear  a  Moorish  costume,  like  those  of  Valencia.  Some 
specimens  of  them  came  whilst  I  was  examining  the  alha- 
ja$^  or  ornaments  of  the  shrine  of  the  Virgin  of  the  Pilar, 
who  were  ruder  and  more  ferocious  looking  than  any 
peasantry  which  came  under  my  observation  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula. Nothwithstanding  the  pressure  of  times  wholly 
unexampled,  they  presented  small  offerings  of  money. 
The  priest  received  these  gifts,  treating  them  with  a  cool- 
ness bordering  on  rudeness,  very  unusual  in  Spain,  but 
certainly  suited  to  their  appearance,  and  they  seemed  to 
receive  it  with  perfect  indifference.  This  is  one  of  the 
races  of  Spanish  Moors  mentioned  by  Cervantes  as  dis- 
tinguished in  his  time  by  those  of  Africa,  and  to  which 
they  gave  different  names.  He  does  not  give  any  charac- 
teristic distinction,  but  at  present  they  certainly  appear  to 

•  See  these  artists  under  their  respective  heads. 
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be  the  lowest  of  the  whole.  AmoBggt  the  alkajasj  of  the 
shrine,  are  some  splendid  diamond  ornaments  of  great 
value,  recently  presented  by,  a  queen  of  Spain,  I  think 
Maria  Luisa,  the  wife  of  Charles  the  Fourth.  The  value 
would  have  been  much  better  expended  on  the  unfor- 
tunate sufferers  of  the  place,  and  it  were  very  much  to 
be  desired  in  the  regeneration  of  Spain,  some  power 
greater  than  the  corporate  jurisdiction  of  the  church  shouM 
be  found  to  convert  property  sunk  in  this  absurd  manaer, 
to  public  use. 

From  Zaragoza  I  took  the  route  of  Navarre,  with  the 
intention  of  seeing  the  feast  of  St.  Firmin,  the  patron  of 
that  kingdom,  which  is  celebrated  with  gi*eat  ponip  at 
Pamplona,  in  the  beginning  of  July.  The  road  is  not  yet 
completed  so  as  to  permit  a  diligence,  and  to  near  Tudela 
the  communication  is  by  the  canal.  The  boat  is  tolerably 
comfortable,  and  is  drawn  by  relays  of  mules,  which  go  at 
full  trot,  the  drivers  keeping  up  the  whole  way  by  runaiDg 
at  their  side.  We  dined  at  Galla,  a  village  by  the  side  of 
the  canal.  The  landkdy  had  a  round  face,  and  resembled 
a  Dutch  wonum  in  appearance.  She  gave  us  an  ex- 
cellent repast,  with  delicious  eels  and  tench  from  the 
Ebro,  of  which  the  lampreys  are  abo  celebrated.  The 
company  consisted  chiefly  of  merchants  going  to  the  fair. 
There  were  two  monks,  one  an  elderly,  grave  personage  of 
some  rank,  the  other  a  young,  vigorous  and  active  man, 
full  of  life  and  sociability,  a  complete  descendant  of  Friar 
Tuck.  As  far  as  circumstances  allowed  him,  he  was  the 
life  of  the  company.  He  had  been  in  America,  where  pro- 
bably the  voyage  had  given  him  these  habits.  There  was 
also  a  respectable  curoj  or  parish  priest.  After  dinner, 
the  monks  gave  the  benediction,  as  practised  in  the  re- 
fectory, a  ceremony  which  was  listened  to  with  a  se- 
riousness very  unusual  in  such  an  assembly.     The  only 
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person  "who  endangered  the  gravity  of  the  scene,  was  the 
cura,  who  looked  around  during  the  operation  in  a  manner 
evidently  intended  to  ridicule  their  performance/which  was 
sufficiently  ludicrous,  and  to  show  the  contemptuous  disdain 
and  dislike  the  lay  dergy  frequently  have  for  the  monks. 
Amongst  the  party  were  an  infirm  gentleman  and  his  sister, 
who  were  going  to  some  baths  near  Tudela,  in  the  vain 
hope  of  improving  an  apparently  hopeless  case.  They  were 
elderly  people,  both  unmarried,  of  that  ancient  class  of 
society,  now  rapidly  disappearing  in  Spain,  with  the  innate, 
unaffected  nobleness  of  demeanour,  which  only  nature 
can  confer,  and  which  no  change  can  take  away.  We 
soon  became  a^uainted,  and  the  lady  related  to  me  their 
history  with  the  simplicity  and  delicacy  characteristic  of 
real  Spanish  manners.  They  had  been  ruined  by  the 
des^uction  of  the  family-house,  which  stood  in  the  unfor- 
timate  suburb  of  Sa.  Engracia,  and  the  brother  had  an 
employment  in  some  public  office,  to  which  almost  total 
blindness  now  incapacitated  him  from  attending.  They 
were  accompanied  by  a  female  servant,  who  had  a  most 
perfect  Moorish  fiaice,  with  shining  eyes,  dark  hair,  a  slight 
tinge  of  copper  in  her  complexion,  and  a  peculiar  sonorous 
and  plaintive  voice.  She  was  as  perfect  a  Mara  as  could 
havebeensoldat  Malaga  at  the  conquest,  whence  it  is  not  the 
least  improbable  her  ancestors  came.  Their  kindness  and  at- 
tention to  the  feeble  and  helpless  man  was  unremitting ;  they 
led  him  about,  and  performed  every  office  he  required,  with 
the  most  tender  and  constant  solicitude.  The  Moor  told 
me  they  were  half  facuUativosj  or  surgeons,  from  the 
number  of  operations  they  had  performed,  doing  every 
thing  themselves.  The  attendant  had  lived  with  them 
from  her  childhood,  and,  as  is  usual  in  the  country,  was  on 
a  footing  of  perfect  equality,  which  never  altered  her 
allention,  or  caused  her  to  forget  her  situation.    The  mis- 
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tress  was  a  very  well-informed  person,  the  maid  not  less 
60,  having  read  various  translations,  amongst  others  Tom 
Jones,  which  seemed  to  be  her  favourite  work.  She  pre- 
ferred the  English  literature  to  the  French,  as  she  said  it 
appeared  to  her  more  solid ;  but  she  observed,  it  was  sin- 
gular no  foreign  nation  had  produced  a  work  Uke  Don 
Quixote. 

There  is  hardly  any  traffic  on  the  canal^  of  which  the 
great  utility  at  present  is  the  irrigation,  which  is  carried  on 
upon  a  large  scale.  The  country  is  denuded  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  but  towards  the  Bocal,  where  the  water  is  taken  from 
the  Ebro,  it  improves,  and  is  well  wooded.  It  is  throughout 
of  disproportionate  dimensions,  being  nearly  double  the 
width  required,  with  an  inclination  which  appeared  to  mc 
unnecessary.  The  money  expended  would  have  com- 
pleted it,  with  more  frugal  management.  At  present  they 
have  altered  the  plan,  and  fixed  a  point  of  the  Ebro  higher 
4ip  than  the  original  design  of  its  junction  with  the  river. 
They  are  working  to  complete  it;  but  the  progress  is  nearly 
imperceptible,  from  the  smallness  of  the  fiinds  allotted  to 
it.  We  landed  at  the  Bocal,  near  the  sluice,  and  proceeded 
by  co^h  to  Tudela,  which  is  on  the  river,  with  a  bridge. 
From  this  circumstance,  and  its  commanding  the  entrance  of 
the  canal,  it  is  of  great  importance  as  a  military  station,  and 
one  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  early  operations  of  Napoleon 
was  fought  in  the  environs.  To  Pamplona,  the  country  is 
dreary  and  uninteresting  in  the  highest  degree.  We  en- 
tered the  capital  of  Navarre  after  the  fair  had  commenced, 
and  I  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  room  for  myself, 
the  practice  being  for  three  or  four  people  to  occupy  the 
same  apartment,  which  entire  strangers  to  each  other  do 
without  scruple.  In  the  principal  inn,  they  offered  me  a 
tenement,  in  common  with  a  monk  and  a  priest,  the  only 
accommodation  left.     It  was  Sunday,  and  no  regular  bull- 
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fight  is  afflowed ;  but  by  the  Spanish  canons,  navillosj  or 
two  year  olds,  with  the  horns  embolados^  or  tipped,  may 
be  introduced  for  the  use  of  amateurs,  and  they  permit  two 
old  bulls  to  be  killed.  The  next  day,  the  regular  i^rts 
commenced.  There  is  no  amphitheatre,  or  plaza  de 
tcrosy  but  the  great  square  of  the  city  is  converted  to 
the  puqpose.  It  is  an  oblong,  open  at  one  side;  scaffolds 
are  placed  all  round,  and  enclose  a  kind  of  egg-shaped 
space,  of  inconvenient  length.  The  houses  which  face  the 
square  are  built  purposely  with  the  fronts  almost  entirely 
of  windows.  As  these  feasts  are  considered  a  public  object, 
the  ayuntamiento  have  a  reserved  right  on  every  balcony, 
which  are  then  let  out  to  parties,  and  the  proceeds  applied 
to  defray  the  expense  of  the  festival.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
the  upper  classes  are  thus  accommodated,  the  scaffolds 
being  occupied  principally  by  the  lower  orders.  The  sight 
was  beautiful,  every  window  being  crowded  by  mantillas  ; 
not  a  foreign  costume,  save  that  of  the  Vice-Queen,  being 
visible.  The  people  were  extremely  animated,  and  a  chorus 
of  female  voices  was  heard  above  all  the  rest  when  a  feat 
of  bull  or  torero  called  forth  applause. 

After  the  preliminary  operations  are  gone  through,  the 
earriages  oi  the  ayuntamiento  enter  in  procession,  preceded 
and  followed  by  bands  of  music,  with  attendants  in  red  hose 
and  blue  vests,  the  ancient  uniform  of  Navarre.  The  al- 
gnazil  mayor ^  in  old  Spanish  costume,  with  a  posse  of 
others  on  horseback,  followed,  and  a  troop  of  cavalry 
brought  up  the  rear.  The  stocks,  like  the  old  parish  in- 
strnments  in  England,  were  then  carried  in  procession,  to 
show  that  the  civil  power  was  paramount,  and  was  ready 
to  repress  disorder.  The  toreros  next  appeared,  followed 
by  the  motmeros^  or  millers,  of  the  place,  who  have  the 
piivilege  of  hilling  a  bull  on  each  day.  They  were  dressed 
in  white  frocks  and  trowsers,  with  bandanas  on  their  heads. 
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each  with  a  long  lance  pointed  with  sharp  iron.  They 
were  accompanied  by  two  aficionados^  or  amateur  pica- 
dores,  on  horseback.  Notice  was  sent  in  form  to  the  Vice- 
roy, as  he  is  termed  here,  although  the  government  only 
style  him  Captain  General,  to  announce  that  all  was  ready, 
but  they  proceeded  without  waiting,  and  he  came  late.  The 
sport  was  indifferent  the  first  day.  At  the  close  a  fray 
took  place  between  a  sentinel  on  duty  and  some  people  of 
a  barrio^  or  quarter  well  known  for  their  disorderly  habits. 
They  disarmed  the  soldier,  but  were  soon  overpowered, 
and  order  restored,  two  or  three  of  them  being  wounded. 
The  people,  who  were  unaccustomed  to  these  occurrences, 
became  alarmed  and  panic-struck ;  a  rush  took  place, 
threatening  a  general  tumult  I  was  apprehensive  of  the 
scaffold  giving  way,  but  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  people 
who  retained  their  recollection,  the  crowd  was  stayed  and 
order  restored.  The  place  was  ihea  cleared,  large  de- 
tachments of  the  military  having  been  sent  for.  This  liUl^ 
disturbance  was  caused  by  the  jealousy  of  the  people  at  the 
introduction  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  young  and  unsteady, 
and  were  posted  in  an  unusual  manner  on  the  benches  lo 
•the  midst  of  the  populace.  Had  the  civil  authorities  been 
left  to  decide  the  question,  in  all  probability  the  troops 
would  have  been  doubled,  or  the  spectacles  put  a  stop  to. 
The  Viceroy,  however,  with  the  tact  and  firmness  of  a 
miUtary  man,  took  a  different  course.  He  refused  to  allow 
the  soldiers  to  enter  the  plaza  the  next  day,  answering 
that  he  would  take  care  the  people  should  commit  no  ex- 
cess. Ample  force  was  accordingly  kept  in  readiness,  in 
case  of  tumult,  but  it  passed  off  without  the  slightest  occa- 
sion for  their  services.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  spectacle 
the  last  bull  was  turned  out  embolado.  The  millers  formed 
in  line,  and  when  he  had  been  piked  by  the  amateurs,  they 
received  him  on  their  poles.     After  some  ineffectual  al- 
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tempts  to  break  the  line,  an  accidental  thrust  touched  the 
spine,  or  some  mortal  part ;  the  animal  fell,  and  was  dragged 
oat  like  his  predecessors.  This  sport,  I  believe,  is  peculiar 
to  the  place,  and  would  be  impracticable  with  any  of  the 
larger  breeds  of  bulls.  Those  of  Navarre  are  very  small^ 
like  the  kyloe  kind,  but  their  legs  are  longer,  and  they  are 
extremely  clean  made,  and  very  active,  bounding  over  the 
barriers  without  effort,  like  the  chamois  or  ibex. 

Montes,  the  eleve  of  the  new  college  of  Seville,  and  the 
best  bull-Gghter  now  in  Spain,  was  present,  and  excited 
great  applause  by  his  feats  of  skill.  One,  which  he  fre- 
quently repeated,  was  the  leaping  over  the  horns  of  the 
animal  as  its  head  was  lowered  to  transfix  him.  Another, 
still  more  difficult,  was,  of  calling  the  bull  from  some  dis* 
tance.  When  the  animal  was  running  directly  at  him  with 
(nil  speed,  placing  a  small  pole  on  the  ground,  just  before 
its  head,  he  leapt  into  the  air,  and  allowing  it  to  pass  un- 
derneath, dropt  down  behind  the  tail.  This  feat  requires 
the  greatest  coolness  and  power  of  calculation  of  distance, 
and  it  is  indispensable  the  bull  should  run  true,. or  with  a 
straight  and  steady  pace.  The  whole  of  the  toreros  came 
from  Madrid,  and  those  who  were  able  to  travel,  set  out 
the  instant  the  fights  were  over,  for  Valencia,  where  they 
were  engaged  for  another  exhibition.  All  the  picadores 
were  wounded ;  one  only,  who  was  scarcely  able  to  move, 
and  was  confined  some  weeks  at  Vittoria,  remained  to 
finish  the  last  day's  work.  One  of  them,  who  was  in  the 
most  imminent  danger,  was  saved  entirely  by  the  presence 
of  mind  of  Montes.  He  was  on  the  ground,  and  the  bull 
proceeding  to  gore  him,  when  Montes,  with  the  quickness 
of  lightning,  seized  his  leaping-pole,  and  giving  the  animal 
a  violent  blow  behio4i  turned  his  attention  to  another 
quarter.  At  the  c\os^  'of  the  day,  he  was  carried  round 
ihe  plaza  on  the  shoidders  of  the  mob,  a  rude  and  boisterous 
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ceremony,  quite  unlike  the  manners  of  the  Andalusians, 
which  he  did  not  at  all  seem  to  relish. 

The  church  is  a  neat  Gothic  edifice,  with  a  modern  firont 
which  does  not  correspond,  although  of  good  design  in 
itself*  They  talked  of  disfiguring  the  choir  in  the  same 
manner,  which  will  then  be  quite  incongruous  with  every 
thing  around  it.  The  silleria  will  be  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  the  author,  Ancheta.  It  is  of  English  oak,  imported 
for  the  purpose.  The  Viceroy  inhabits  the  palace  of  the 
kings  of  Navarre,  which  is  an  irregular  and  old-fashioaed 
building,  with  some  modern  rooms.  There  are  no  objects 
of  art  in  the  other  churches,  besides  the  cathedral,  but  1 
fortunately  arrived  in  time  to  see  one  of  the  most  valuable 
paintings  of  Carreno,  which  is  mentioned  under  his  name. 

The  kingdom  of  Navarre  is  still  governed  by  its  separate 
laws  and  constitution,  and  enjoys  some  liberty  of  commerce. 
The  government  of  Castile  has,  however,  been  unfortu- 
nately enabled  to  get  possession  of  the  tobacco  trade,  whicb 
has  been  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  which  makes  it 
one  of  the  curses  of  Spain.  The  country  is  accordingly 
full  of  spies  and  informers,  and  every  day  vexatious  in- 
quiries are  complained  of.  A  registry  of  the  names  of  all 
who  smoked  was  mentioned  as  being  in  contemplation. 

During  my  stay,  the  Captain  General  was  obliged  to  set 
out  for  the  French  frontier,  to  quell  a  foray,  or  border  raid, 
which  are  constantly  occurring.  This  arose  from  the  arrest 
by  the  Spanish  authorities  of  some  men  who  had  planted  a 
small  quantity  of  tobacco  on  the  extreme  frontier.  The 
policy  of  the  two  countries  is  nearly  alike  in  this.  As  the 
soil  could  not  belong  to  both,  the  Spanish  troops  claimed 
it,  and  destroyed  the  plantation,  arresting  the  men  and  con- 
ducting them  to  Pamplona.  The  French  national  guard 
immediately  armed  themselves,  and  made  an  inroad,  arrest- 
ing some  Spanish  peasants  as  hostages,  and  threatening  «> 
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pillage  the  monastery  of  Roncesvalles.  The  Captain  Ge- 
neral, however,  in  the  mean  time  had  ordered  the  release 
of  the  prisoners,  on  their  arrival  at  Pamplona,  and  the 
aOair  ended* 

The  people  are  more  than  usual  under  the  influence  of 
(he  clergy,  who  in  a  small  and  poor  kingdom  are  dispro- 
portionably  numerous.  They  form  one  of  the  varieties  of 
the  old  Spanish  character,  and  were  found  untameable  in 
their  opposition  to  the  French,  during  the  war ;  their  prox- 
imity and  daily  intercourse  having  had  no  efiect  in  soften- 
i)ig  their  animosity  to  the  yoke  of  Napoleon. 

The  fair,  which  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  the 
kiogdom,  brought  samples  of  the  population  from  all  parts. . 
There  was  little  business  done,  the  commerce,  as  in  every 
other  part,  be'mg  in  a  perfect  state  of  stagnation. 

The  fortress  of  Pamplona,  which  possesses  such  interest 
to  the  military  reader,  might  disappoint  many  who  had 
beard  the  character  it  usually  bears.  The  side  of  the  river 
is  inaccessible  -,  that  on  the  right,  in  facing  the  country,  is 
strong;  but  the  left  and  front,  where  the  citadel  is  placed, 
in  the  manner  of  that  of  Mentz,  is  on  the  level  of  an  exten- 
^ve  plateau,  with  ample  means  for  a  regular  investment. 
Some  plan  has  been  proposed  for  extending  the  works,  but 
at  present  it  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  owing  to  other 
reasons  than  the  impracticability  of  it,  that  it  has  not  been 
regularly  taken  in  modern  times.  The  works  are  kept  up, 
hut  there  are  scarcely  any  cannon,  and  only  field-pieces 
were  mounted  in  a  few  of  the  flanks  and  bastions.  I  was 
told  some  brass  guns,  the  last  that  remained,  had  been  sent 
to  the  mint  to  be  converted  to  other  purposes. 

I  travelled  from  Pamplona  to  Vittoria  on  horseback. 
The  road  was  not  yet  completed  for  carriages,  although 
&r  advanced.     This  communication  will  establish  an  unin- 
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terrupted  line  between  Bilboa  and  Barcelona.  At  present, 
wheel  carriages  are  obliged  to  pass  by  ToIosa« 

Vittoria  is  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  war,  and  is 
a  thriving  and  improving  place.  The  plaza^  or  public 
square,  i^-faich  is  one  of  the  neatest  in  Europe,  is  a  qua- 
drangle of  about  two  hundred  feet  square,  with  colonnades 
round  the  lower  part,  and  shops  opening  into  it,  above  which 
are  private  residences.  The  area  serves  for  the  public 
market,  and  occasionaUy  as  the  plaza  de  toros.  It  is  incoa- 
ceivabte  that  a  plan,  combining  elegance,  neatness,  and 
utility,  with  economy  of  space,  should  not  be  more  generally 
adopted.  It  is  quite  of  modern  construction,  the  work  of  a 
native  of  the  country,  w^o  has  not  been  enroUed  in  the 
place  he  merits  amongst  the  architects  of  Spain* 

The  three  provinces  of  Alava,  Giuipuiscoa,  and  Biscay,  form 
ft  government  nominally  subject  to  the  crown  of  Spain;  but 
by  their  laws  and  internal  regulations,  are  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent as  imy  canton  in  Switzerland.  They  pay  no  direct 
taxes,  but  furnish  a  certain  sum  annually,  which  is  raised  by 
Aemselves.  Their  contingent  of  troops,  when  required,  is 
supplied  independently,  in  the  manner  of  the  Hungarian 
levies.  Every  oflSce  fs  elective  by  the  people.  The  gencraf 
executive  power  is  vested  in  an  officer  chosen  by  die  res- 
pective deputies  of  districts,  and  is  called  cfepu^orfo,  corres- 
ponding with  the  landamman  of  some  of  the  Swtss  cantons. 
There  are  no  custom-houses,  and  no  derecAodepuertas,  or 
octroi^  and  no  restriction  on  trade,  save  the  articles  which 
are  prohibited  to  the  whole  monarchy,  which  can  be  seized 
at  sea  or  on  the  coasts.  The  Ebro,  which  during  part  of 
its  course  is  the  boundary  to  Old  Castile,  separates  the  seat 
of  the  purest  obedience  of  high  monarchy,  from  a  territory 
of  repubUcans,  where  fifty  thousand  men  are  armed  read; 
to  turn  out  in  an  instant  to  fight  the  troops  of  their  sove- 
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reign,  should  any  attempt  be  made  by  the  Castilians  on 
their  fueros,  or  privileges.  The  government  have  only 
the  troops  necessary  to  guard  the  foi:ts  and  frontiers, 
which,  as  far  as  the  country  is  concerned,  are  on  exactly 
the  same  footing  as  in  England,  and  have  only  the  pure 
military  duty  to  perform.  The  law  cases  are  decided  by 
the  alcaldes  of  towns,  who  are  named  by  the  people  out 
of  the  aristocracy,  with  an  appeal  to  the  deputado,  and  a 
final  recurrence  to  the  chancery  of  Yalladolid. 

The  manners  and  habits  of  the  people  are  naturally 
tinctured  by  these  laws  and  customs.  They  are  cheerful 
and  industrious,  and  the  country  is  perfectly  cultivated. 
The  upper  ranks  exactly  resemble  what  we  consider  the  old 
English  character,  being  sedate  and  of  plain  and  solid 
minds.  The  lower  orders  are  trustworthy  and  honest  in 
the  highest  degree.  In  no  part  of  Europe  are  they  excelled 
in  industry.  The  women  carry  the  heaviest  burdens,  and 
pass  from  one  species  of  labour  to  another,  with  a  quick- 
ness and  cheerfulness,  which  cannot  be  surpassed.  They 
are  a  comely  and  beautiful  race,  and  have  always  been 
celebrated  for  their  morality.  I  was  shown  a  country- 
hoose,  ^ere,  during  the  operations  of  the  Britbh  army, 
previous  to  the  invasion  of  Franee,  the  military  chest  was 
deposited  for  some  days.  It  was  a  considerable  distance 
froBDi  the  head-quarters,  and  only  guarded  by  four  sentinels. 
The  whole  country  was  armed  eii  masse^  and  the  surprising 
and  capturing  it  was  a  very  easy  matter  to  people  who 
were  in  the  daily  habit  of  such  enterprises,  but  it  remained 
unmolested.  My  informant  added,  that  if  such  a  case  hap- 
pened now,  the  result  would  be  very  different;  alluding  to 
the  alterations  circumstances  had  made  in  the  habits  of  the 
people.  However  that  may  be,  crimes  are  still  rare 
amongst  them,  and  neither  thieves  nor  robbers  are  to  be 
iband  in  the  country.  By  the  law  of  these  provinces,  trade 
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b  absolutely  free  in  the  interior;  but  a  strict  blockade  is 
kept  on  the  coast  by  guarda  castas^  and  tobacco,  for  io- 
stance,  which  is  a  prohibited  article,  is  taken,  and  the  vessel 
condemned  as  elsewhere;  once  landed,  it  is  free,  and  the 
government  have  no  power  over  it.  The  same  is  the  case 
with  many  manufactured  articles.  The  growth  of  tobacco, 
in  the  smallest  quantity,  in  a  soil  perfectly  suited  to  it,  is 
punishable  by  presidio^  or  gallies.  The  ports  are  tuoiifi- 
tadoSy  or  prevented,  from  trading  directly  with  the  cdonies, 
and  colonial  articles  must  be  brought  coastwise  from  the 
privileged  places.  The  whole  produce  of  their  commerce 
or  manufactures  is  subject  to  the  same  duty,  in  most  in- 
stances amounting  to  prohibition,  as  that  from  foreiga 
countries,  on  passing  the  frontier  into  the  interior. 

The  abstraction  of  these  fneros^  or  privileges,  has  long 
been  a  favourite  scheme  of  the  Castilians,  and  every  plan 
of  force,  fraud,  bribery,  persuasion,  and  intimidation,  bas 
been  tried  in  vain  to  induce  the  renunciation  of  them.  They 
are  still  working,  and  it  is  understood  some  plan  was  ar- 
ranged with  the  late  government  of  France,  just  before  its 
fall,  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  troops,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  custom-houses  on  the  frontier.  At 
present,  it  is  impossible,  as  many  of  the  people  openly  told 
me,  they  would,  in  such  a  case,  call  in  the  aid  of  the  French 
to  repel  the  attempt.  It  is  only  by  incessant  vigilance,  and 
by  the  sacrifice  of  large  sums,  in  law-suits  and  bribery  at 
Madrid,  that  they  are  able  to  remain  unmolested.  Some 
individuals  were  inclined  to  admit,  that  they  might  be  better 
without  theyw^ro*,  with  free  access  to  the  interior,  but 
they  are  in  very  small  number,  and  it  is  clear  such  an  ar- 
rangement would  completely  ruin  the  country.  The  stag- 
nation of  trade  proceeded  from  the  same  sources,  and  was 
infinitely  more  felt  in  the  interior,  which  could  aflford  them 
no  assistance;  and  it  is  much  more  probable  that  under  the 
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same  laws,  these  beautiful  provinces  would  be  assimilated 
to  the  appearance  of  the  Castiles,  than  that  they  would  be 
(be  gainers  by  such  an  union  of  industry  and  activity,  with 
loq)idity,  poverty,  and  decay. 

The  principal  ports  are  Bilboa  and  St.  Sebastian ;  the 
former  is  much  the  most  important,  and  the  entrepot  for 
wool,  which  is  brought  from  Castile,  and  even  from  Es- 
tremadura,  besides  corn,  fruit,  and  other  articles.  The 
foreign  trade  of  Bilboa  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  English.  The  usages  are  purely  republican,  all  th^ 
effective  power  being  in  the  hands  of  the  lower  classes. 
The  genius  of  the  place  is  a  convent  of  Franciscans,  who 
inhabit  a  huge  barrack,  wilh  a  noble  church,  which  over- 
hangs the  city,  to  the  number  of  no  less  than  ninety-five. 
They  recruit  from  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  and  are 
mixed  up  with,  and  said  to  direct  every  thing.  Here  is  an 
exception  to  the  general  rules  in  such  cases,  for  the  com- 
munity is  the  most  moral,  and  one  of  the  most  industrious 
in  Europe,  and  it  affords  the  curious  and  perhaps  unique 
spectacle,  of  a  large  and  opulent  place,  and  a  seaport,  where 
little  or  no  vice  amongst  the  women  is  to  be  found.* 

St.  Sebastian  is  the  other  chief  sea-port;  but  there  is 
very  little  commerce,  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  being  apparently  too  inconsiderable  to  be  worth 
(he  attention  of  the  British  merchant.  Every  thing,  even  to 
the  wood  in  building,  is  brought  from  the  French  coast. 
The  bay  is  a  bad  one,  but  there  is  a  small  mole,  and  a  league 
distant  is  the  secure  and  excellent  harbour  of  Passages.^ 
This  place  is  celebrated  for  the  bloody  scene  of  its  assault 

*  See thecoBcluding Chapter  on  recent  changes. 

t  The  new  government  have  made  St.  Sebastian  a  puerio  ahUUado, 
or  ^ven  the  privilege  of  importing  colonial  produce  direct  from  America, 
which  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  give  a  little  stimulus  to  the  trade.  There 
ifi  a  considerable  numnfacture  or  chocolate,  and  of  cigars. 
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in  1 81 3,  when  it  was  taken  in  mid-day,  under  circumstances 
which  will  for  ever  do  the  highest  honour  to  the  courage 
of  those  engaged  in  it.  But  a  melancholy  fate  awaited  the 
inhabitants :  the  town,  with  a  trifling  exception,  being  burnt 
to  the  ground.  The  people  are  unanimous  in  declaring 
that  it  was  fired  purposely,  some  time  after  the  capture, 
whilst  in  quiet  possession  of  the  British  and  Portuguese 
army.  In  consequence  of  this  disaster,  the  population  of 
the  place  is  reduced  to  six  thousand,  which  is  about  one 
half  its  former  number.  It  is  partly  rebuilt,  on  a  regular 
plan,  but  the  houses  are  inferior  to  their  former  construc- 
tion. Whatever  be  the  truth,  this  sad  lot  could  have  fallen 
on  no  community,  whom  those  who  know  them  could  more 
seriously  regret  their  having  met  with  such  a  calamity. 
They  are  a  kind,  frank,  hospitable,  industrious  and  open 
hearted  people ;  no  trace  of  prejudice  is  to  be  found  amongst 
them,  and  only  by  inquiry  could  it  be  made  out  that  such 
an  event  had  taken  place.  Notwithstanding  the  unanimity 
of  the  people,  numbers  of  whom  I  questioned,  it  seems  in- 
credible that  an  act  so  flagitious,  so  unlike  the  customs  of 
war,  and  with  so  little  apparent  object,  or  utiUty,  should 
have  been  perpetrated.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  since 
it  certainly  did  happen  whilst  the  place  was  in  our  pos- 
session, as  these  disasters  in  war  are  sometimes  unavoidable, 
that  the  only  remedy  in  our  power,  the  repayment  of  the 
sufferers,  had  not  been  effected,  either  by  subscription,  or 
by  pubUc  grants,  of  which  we  were  so  lavish  at  the  time 
to  those  who/had  far  inferior  claims  upon  us.  I  was  in- 
formed nothing  had  ever  been  given  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, but  a  visit  to  it  was  made  by  the  king  a  few  months 
before.  A  funeral  ceremony  is  annually  performed  in  honour 
of  the  victims  of  the  siege,  for  which  preparations  were 
making  in  the  cathedral,  when  I  left  the  place. 
The  fortress  is  kept  in  repair,  but  has  scarcely  any  guns 
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mounted,  nearly  the  whole  being  carried  away  by  the 
French  in  1823,  with  the  exception  of  some  English  iron 
onesJeft  there  in  1813,  and  a  very  few  others.  As  it  is  a 
league  from  the  great  road,  and  is  only  capable  of  holding 
a  small  garrison,  as  well  as  from  its  local  situation  being 
very  easy  to  Mock,  it  is  of  comparatively  little  value  as  a 
fortress.  The  part  of  the  works  destroyed  in  1813,  was 
rd>uilt  in  the  time  of  the  constitution,  and  to  add  to  the 
misfortunes  to  the  town,  the  ground  which  was  occupied 
as  a  temporary  work,  is  still  held  by  government,  and  no 
recompense  has  been  made  to  the  owners.  It  forms  an 
inner  rampart,  which  is  of  no  use,  as  it  is  highly  impro- 
bable it'will  ever  agwi  be  attacked  on  that  side.  It  is  well 
known,  that  after  Ihe  breach  was  reported  practicable,  the 
British  and  Portuguese  troops  passed  the  river  at  its  outlet 
to  proceed  to  the  storm,  and  the  tide  was  so  strong,  that 
every  wounded  man  was  swept  away,  and  perished.  The 
people  told  me  that  the  loss  was  greater  from  the  ardour 
of  the  troops,  who  entered  the  water  before  the  tide  had 
sufficiently  fallen.  The  rapidity  is  extreme,  as  a  large  body 
of  water  flows  up  with  the  flood,  and,  in  addition  to  that  of 
the  river,  is  delivered  by  the  ebb  through  a  narrow  outlet, 
with  proportionate  velocity.  When  the  French  intended 
to  besiege  it  in  form  in  1823, 1  have  heard  the  plan  was, 
to  attack  it  on  the  other  front,  which  is  more  accessible, 
but  is  much  more  fortified,  having  been  sjways  looked  on 
as  the  probable  point  of  attack.  It  would  be  rendered  of 
still  less  use,  if  a  plan,  which  has  been  determined  on  by 
the  Spanish  government,  be  carried  into  execution,  which 
their  financial  means  will,  for  the  present  at  least,  render 
difficult,  the  construction  of  a  fortress  of  the  first  rank,  in  a 
position  which  has  been  surveyed  and  reported  fit  for  the 
purpose,  between  Irun  and  Oyarzun,  close  to  the  frontier. 
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and  completely  commanding  the  approach  from  France. "" 
The  dialect  of  Vascuense  or  Basque,  spoken  here,  is  one  of 
three  distinguished  by  the  natives,  and  is  considered  the 
most  pure  and  graceful  of  the  whole.  Music  is  much  cul- 
tivated amongst  the  upper  classes,  and  some  concerts,  given 
whilst  I  was  there,  produced  excellent  amateur  performers. 
St.  Sebastian  is  now  resorted  to  in  the  summer  for  sea- 
bathing, on  the  beautiful  sands  of  the  bay.  Many  people 
come  for  this  purpose  from  Madrid,  and  the  freshness  of 
the  air,  with  the  verdure,  clothing  hill  and  dale,  and  the 
industry  of  the  people,  form  a  curious  contrast  with  the 
sultry  cUmate  of  the  capital  of  Castile. 

The  Indian  com  or  maize  is  of  most  extensive  cultivation. 
The  cereaUa  are  produced  in  much  greater  proportion  of 
late  years,  but  the  population  is  very  dense,  approaching 
that  of  the  most  thickly  inhabited  countries  in  Europe,  and 
presses  heavily  on  the  means  of  subsistence.  A  plan  is  in 
agitation,  of  altering  the  course  of  the  river,  which  appeared 
practicable  at  a  small  expense,  by  cutting  through  an  isth- 
mus, which  would  deliver  a  large  tract  of  valuable  land  to 
cultivation;  but  the  political  circumstances  of  the  times  give 
a  check  to  all  enterprise. 

In  these  provinces  the  primitive  custom  of  making  offer- 
ings to  the  church  is  kept  up.  The  women  go  on  the 
mornings  of  Sundays  and  the  feast  days,  veiled  with  a  wax 
taper  and  a  loaf,  which  are  deposited  on  small  carpets  or 
cloths  on  the  floor  of  the  church,  and  taken  by  the  priests, 
at  the  time  of  viisa  mayor  or  principal  mass.  The  con- 
vents are  not  numerous,  but  the  secular  clergy  are  dispro- 
portionably  so.  They  live,  however,  on  good  terms  with 
the  people,  and  in  the  constant  habits  of  intimacy  and  in- 

*  Sec  condudmg  Chapter,  on  recent  changes. 
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terchange  of  good  offices,  and  are  quite  amalgamated  with 
them.  Most  of  the  benefices  appear  to  be,  like  nearly  every 
oflice,  elective,  in  the  hands  of  the  people  at  large.    In  the 
small  town  of  Tolosa,  are  no  less  than  fifteen  curas^  or 
persons  holding  the  rank  of  rector  or  vicar,  attached  to  one 
chnreh,  and  its  dependent  chapel,  yet  no  complaint  was 
made  of  the  apparent  superabundance.    Passages  is  rather 
more  than  a  league  from  St.  Sebastian,  but  the  indentures 
of  the  harbours  make  the  land  distance  much  shorter. 
It  afforded  shelter  to  the  numerous  train  of  the  army  in 
181^  and  1814.    It  is  too  near  the  frontier  to  be  of  much 
use  to  Spain,  but  they  say  a  plan  was  determined  on  by  the 
government  of  Napoleon,  to  make  it  a  port  of  war.     The 
entrance  is  narrow,  and  was  a  serious  inconvenience  before 
the  use  of  steam.    Inside  it  opens  out  into  a  beautiful  har- 
bour, smaller,  but  in  the  style  of  Cork.    It  is  the  lavourite 
promenade  irom  St  Sebastian.     An  establishment  of  Je- 
suits, after  their  expulsion  from  France,  fixed  their  resi- 
dence at  Passages,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  a  few  miles 
only  from  the  sumptuous  foundation  of  their  chief,  St. 
Ignacio,  which  is  now  almost  a  ruin,  having  only  the  ne- 
cessary attendants  to  perform  the  ceremonies  in  the  mag- 
nificent church.     These  fathers  have  a  few  houses  in  a 
beautiful  situation  at  Passages,  which  they  have  found  the 
means  to  buy,  and  convert  into  a  seminary.     They  re- 
ceive strangers  with  the  politeness  which  rarely  quits  any 
rank  of  Frenchmen,  and  are  liberal  in  showing  their  esta- 
blishment.    The  portraits  of  the  family,  whose  attachment 
to  their  order  cost  them  so  dear,  are  naturally  the  principal, 
and  almost  the  only  ornaments.     They  have  a  few  pupils, 
French  and  Spanish,  and  there  was  one  youth  lately  arrived 
from  Ireland,  who  was  ignorant  of  any  language  but  his 
own,  and  was  employed  in  learning  French,  to  qualify  him 
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to  understand  the  lectures  of  his  preceptors,  which  had  not 
been  thought  of  previous  to  his  being  sent  there.  The  pre- 
judice against  the  doctrines  of  these  people  is  so  strong  in 
Spain,  that  only  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  decent  educa- 
tion could  have  enabled  them  to  procure  support  The 
elders  seem  to  affect  an  ascetic,  sorrowful,  and  melancholy 
mien,  more  like  the  manner  of  Trappists  than  those  which 
may  be  supposed  to  have  characterised  the  order  in  its  better 
days. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Seville,  and  Cadiz,  Estremadura,  Valencia,  and  Catalonia* 

Seville  is  on  the  whole  the  nearest  specimen  of  a  iargo 
city  as  they  were  in  the  time  of  the  Moors,  from  whom 
the  architecture,  buildings,   streets,  and  mode  of  living 
have  been  transmitted  with  the  least  change  or  variation. 
The  extent  is  very  large,  the  houses  often  occupying  open 
spaces,  with  many  courts,  or  patios^  and  small  gardens,  in 
the  oriental  manner,  are  seen  in  great  numbers  within  the 
walls.    The  opulence  introduced  by  the  first  trade  with 
America,  having  centered  in  this  city,  it  became,  in  some 
sort,  the  Florence  of  Spain,  and  the  greatest  protectress 
of  art  in  the  whole  Peninsula.     To  this  opulence  we  owe 
the  transmission  of  much  of  the  luxury  and  comforts  of  the 
iofmer  possessors,  who  far  excelled  the  Christians  of  that 
^eiQ  the  savoir-vivrej  although  many  improvements 
have  since  been  added  to  their  mode  of  Uving.    The  better 
houses  are  invariably  divided  into  two  parts,  the  upper  and 
lower;  the  higher  story  is  occupied  in  winter,  the  lower 
part  during  the  heat  of  summer,  when  the  patios  are 
covered  by  an  awning,  which  is  drawn  back  at  sunset,  and 
spread  in  the  morning.    The  sleeping  rooms  are  arranged 
Wuad  these  courts,  in  the  oriental  manner,  and  the  tem- 
perature, night  and  day,  is  kept  at  a  comparatively  mo- 
derate degree.     The  patios  are  generally  surrounded  by 
colunms  of  white  marble,  and  paved  with  the  same  ma- 
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terial.  This  plan,  in  a  great  measure,  produces  the  un- 
rivalled cleanliness  of  the  houses,  which  vies  with  that  of 
Holland,  and  is  unequalled  in  any  'part  of  the  south  of 
Europe.  The  olfactory  nerves  of  the  Spaniards  are  in 
general  more  sensitive  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  south,  whose  excessive  sensibility  to  the  odour 
of  flowers,  does  not  appear  at  all  to  extend  to  those  of  an- 
other description.  The  mode  of  cleaning  the  pavements 
and  floors  by  a  species  of  mop,  is  termed  aljofifar,  and 
the  name,  as  well  as  the  usage,  which  is  almost  peculiar  to 
Seville,  is  decisive  evidence  of  its  Moorish  origin.  It  is 
surprising  that  in  scarcely  any  part  of  Spain,  where  the 
same  want  is  universally  feh,  they  should  not  have  followed 
the  Seville  mode,  the  only  true  plan  of  resisting  [the  heat 
of  this  burning  climate  during  the  height  of  summer.  The 
principle  is  to  make  the  upper  part  of  the  house  serve  as  a 
barrier  to  the  lower,  and  the  progressive  increase  of  tem- 
perature may  be  easily  perceived  as  you  ascend  the  stories. 
By  this  management,  aided  by  the  construction  of  these 
buildings,  a  body  of  cool  air  is  kept  in  the  lower  precincts, 
which  it  is  the  great  object  to  keep  unaffected  by  the  heat 
which  rages  without.  The  same  principle  extends  to  the 
cities.  In  summer  the  centre  is  comparatively  cool,  whilst 
the  instant  you  emerge  from  the  mass  of  buildings,  the 
temperature  is  changed  to  the  scorching  atmosphere  of 
Africa. 

The  period  of  changing  residence  in  the  houses  is  about 
the  summer  solstice,  and  they  return  to  the  upper  story 
after  Michaelmas,  those  removals  being  a  kind  of  epoch  in 
the  year.  The  houses  are  in  general  neatly,  but  simply 
furnished.  The  upper  parts  have  galleries  round  the  pa- 
tioSj  which  in  most  houses  are  now  glazed  on  the  winter 
floor;  a  prejudice  existing  very  generally  that  the  seasons 
are  modified,  and  the  cold  more  severe  than  in  former 
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times.  The  number  of  courts  varies.  Sometimes  it  con- 
sists of  three  or  even  more,  but  in  general  there  are  two 
in  the  better  houses,  connecting  with  each  other.  The 
outer  court  is  invariably  closed  by  an  open  reja^  or  iron 
gate,  highly  ornamented,  and  of  beautiful  form.  The 
prospect  of  ihep(Uios  through  the  gates,  with  their  marble 
columns,  the  evergreens,  and  other  ornaments,  give  an  in- 
imitable effect  to  their  houses. 

There  are  beautiful  promenades  on  the  Guadalquivir, 
which  have  been  very  much  increased  of  late,  and  in  a  few 
years  they  will  be  equalled  by  few  in  Europe.  The  ancient 
Alameda  is  surrounded  by  buildmgs,  and  being  in  a  bad 
quarter  of  the  city,  is  only  used  on  certain  festivals.  A 
small  one  has  been  added  in  a  central  part,  which  is  very 
much  frequented  in  the  evenings,  especially  in  summer. 
Some  additions  are  now  making  on  the  land  side,  but  they 
are  of  little  importance,  excepting  as  improving  a  deserted 
space,  and  will  not,  in  all  probability,  become  places  of 
public  resort,  which  is  amply  provided  for  on  the  banks  of 
the  Guadalquivir. 

The  convents  are  of  extraordinary  extent  and  magnifi- 
cence of  building,  in  their  cloisters  and  lodging  conveniences, 
more  than  in  the  churches.  The  paintings  have  been  in 
general  removed  or  destroyed,  but  the  sculpture  yet  attests 
the  pride  of  Andalusia,  in  an  art  carried  to  its  utmost  per- 
fection. Private  collections  of  pictures  are  now  no^^ionger 
to  be  formed  but  in  small  numbers;  a  few  families  only 
possessing  pictures  vinculados^  or  entailed,  which  have  re- 
sisted war  and  other  misfortunes.  A  few  modern  collec- 
tions have  been  formed  amid  the  wrecks  of  the  former 
opulence  of  this  emporium  of  art.  The  catalogue  of  artists, 
whose  works  are  to  found  here,  some  of  them  exclusively, 
is  very  numerous.  The  principal  are,  Velasquez,  Murillo, 
who  can  be  really  iseen  here  only,  the  two  Herreras,  the 
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dderCastillo,  Pacheco,  ZurbaraD,  the  Polancos,  the  Valdes, 
Vasquez,  Leandro  de  la  Fuente,  Campana,  Osorio,  Roelas, 
ViUegas,  Capo,  Vargas,  Tobar,  Stunnio,  Morales,  Alexo 
Fernandes,  Iriarte,  and  others*  In  sculpture,  Lope  Marin, 
one  of  the  German  or  Dutch  founders  of  the  art  in  Spain, 
Torrigiani,  whose  celebrated  St.  Jerome  is  described  in  its 
place,  Montanes,  Cano,  Hernandes,  Roldan,  Delgado, 
Morel,  and  some  others. 

The  cathedral  takes  the  first  rank  in  Europe,  and  is  pre- 
ferred by  many  persons  to  every  other.  The  magnificence 
of  the  architectural  plan,  the  eombination  of  the  Gothic 
with  the  Arab  pado^  which  ought  to  have  remained  un- 
touched, and  the  splendid  tower  of  the  giralda^  or  Moorish 
tower  attached  to  it,  give  a  peculiar  interest  possessed  by 
no  other.  The  only  deductions  from  the  beauty  of  it  are, 
the  barbarisms  introduced  in  modern  times,  in  various 
tparts,  externally  and  intemally,  much  of  which  could  be 
easily  removed.  It  is  a  repository  of  art  of  all  kinds. 
There  are  above  twenty  pictures  of  Murillo,  besides  those 
of  other  valuable  artists,  and  some  admirable  sculpture. 
In  one  of  the  sacristies,  is  a  curious  painting,  lately  placed 
there,  of  Tintoretto,  a  small  picture  representing  the  ce- 
lestial hierarchy  in  glory,  with  figures  in  light,  vanishing 
in  perspective  into  aerial  distance  of  glory,  absolutely  in- 
numerable, and  the  garden  of  Eden  underneath.  The 
great  sacristy  contains  a  most  costly  and  curious  display  of 
alhajas  and  ornaments,  amongst  which  are  the  Moorish 
keys  of  the  city,  made  in  order  to  be  presented  on  the 
surrender  to  Ferdinand.  The  celebrated  painting  of  Cam- 
pana, which  served  as  a  study,  to  form  the  great  artists  of 
the  school,  at  the  foot  of  which  Murillo  was,  by  his  own 
desire,  buried,  has  been  removed  here,  and  is  admirably 
placed  in  a  noble  situation.  The  church  in  which  it  was 
originally  placed  was  taken  down  in  the  war.     Imme- 
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dialdy  adjoining  the  cathedral,  is  the  alcazar^  a  part  of 
the  site  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  royal  palace  and 
gardens.  Some  of  the  work  of  this  palace  is  Moorish, 
some  Moorish  restored,  some  of  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  in  good  taste,  and  some  modern,  in  extremely  bad. 
The  dimensions  of  it  were  very  large,  as  it  comprised  gardens 
and  detached  houses  spread  over  a  considerable  space,  in 
the  oriental  manner,  parts  of  which  are  now  let  out  in  te- 
nements, or  let  out  or  sold  to  private  individuals.  The 
Moorish  part  is  magnificent,  scarcely  yielding,  in  many 
parts,  to  the  Alkambra.  It  is  kept  up  as  a  royal  residence, 
and  will  probably  survive  the  palace  of  Granada.  On  a 
part  of  the  site  of  the  alccLzar^  is  the  magnificent  /onjfa, 
or  exchange,  long  since  useless  for  that  purpose,  and.conr 
verted  to  the  archivio  de  Indias^  or  depository  of  papers^ 
belonging  to  America.  Next  to  the  alcazar  in  magnifi- 
cence, is  the  palace  of  the  Dukes  of  Alcala,  now  centered 
in  the  house  of  Medina  Celi,  and  commonly  called  the 
house  of  Pilate.  The  style  is  similar  to  tb^  alcazar^  to 
which  it  bears  some  resemblance,  on  a  smaller  scale.  The 
houseof  an  individual  affords  a  noble  specimen  of  a  Moorish 
hall,  in  what  was  probably  a  private  residence,  nearly  un- 
altered. It  is  square,  of  disproportionate  height,  with 
beautiful  details.  Several  other  houses  contain  fragments 
michanged,  giving  an  idea  of  their  internal  arrangements. 
Most  of  the  houses  no  doubt  have  been  built  exactly  on  the 
foundations  of  their  predecessors.  An  alteration  will  be 
gradually  made  in  the  streets,  by  an  edile  law,  which  pre- 
scribes the  building  in  straight  lines  with  regular  fronts. 
Every  house  which  is  in  danger  of  decay,  is  obliged  to  be 
repaired,  and  there  are  excellent  regulations  for  the  clean- 
liness of  the  palace.  Many  of  the  early  churches  are  cu- 
riously ornamented  on  the  exterior,  with  azulejos^  or  tiles 
of  various  colours,  sometimes  with  medallions  having  brge 
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figures  and  subjects,  from  designs  of  good  masters  copied 
in  the  manner  of  Mosaic.  This  art  is  now  discontinued. 
Amongst  the  best  are  designs  of  Murillo  on  the  outside  of 
the  chapel  of  the  hospital  of  St  Geoi^e. 
.  The  Triana,  which  is  a  suburb  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Guadalquivir,  inhabited  chiefly  by  gypsies,  and  a 
mixed  population  of  the  same  description  as  that  of  Tras- 
tevere  at  Rome,  has  a  parish  church,  where  I  found  some 
curious  old  paintings,  unnoticed  in  the  descriptions  of 
the  books.  It  possesses  a  separate  market,  and  the  gypsy 
population  has  always  been  a  favourite  study  for  the  pain- 
ters. They  were  very  much  dreaded  by  the  French  dur- 
ing the  war.*  The  capuchin  convent,  outside  the  walls, 
contains,  on  the  whole,  the  finest  works  of  Murillo.  At 
the  time  he  lived,  these  monks  appear  to  have  enjoyed  the 
highest  favour  amongst  the  artists,  for  their  churches  are 
full  of  the  best  paintings,  which  they  could  never  pur- 
chase, but  must  have  been  in  great  part  presented  to  them. 
The  fortune  of  this  great  painter  was  made  by  his  being, 
owing  to  his  poverty,  obliged  to  accept  an  order  from  the 
convent  of  St.  Francisco,  which  a  very  inferior  artist  re- 
fused to  do  for  the  sum  offered,  and  he  had  no  ahemative 
but  to  undertake  it.  This  was  the  celebrated  Claustro 
Chico,  of  which  the  paintings  were  carried  off  in  the  war. 
This  Franciscan  convent  occupies  an  immense  space  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  city,  in  a  most  valuable  situation,  inune- 
diately  adjoining  the  great  plaza.  The  area  is  of  several 
acres,  a  strange  site,  but  a  very  common  one,  for  a  set  of 
mendicants.  The  French  commenced  the  demolition  of  it, 
which  was  facilitated  by  fire,  an  operation  very  common 
in  those  times,  when  the  black  band,  who  followed  the 

*  This  suburb  was  ravaged  by  the  cholera,  during  its  late  yisit  to  this 
city,  where  it  appears  to  have  travelled  ttom  Portugal  by  the  lowlands 
a^  the  mouths  of  the  Guadiana  and  Guadalquivir. 
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campi'were  la  the  habit  of  burning  buildings,  in  order  to 
purchase  the  wreck  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  then  retail  the* 
materials.  There  are  extensive  traces  of  their  operations  in 
Spain.  They  are  now  rebuilding  the  ruined  parts.  An- 
other church  in  the  same  vicinity  was  demoUshed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  pkLza^  but  by  eaUing  on  the  faithful  to 
subscribe,  they  raised  sufficient  funds  to  build  a  few  feet, 
and  it  is  left;  the  public  at  present  taking  little  interest  in 
such  plans. 

The  Moorish  walls  are  nearly  entire,  and  are  of  great 
extent  The  buildings  of  the  artillery  foundry  leave  every 
thing  in  Europe  behind,  in  grandeur  and  solidity.  Those  at 
Woolwich  are  paltry  compared  to  them.  Unfortunately  they 
are  now  quite  useless,  a  shadow  of  an  establishment  only 
is  kept  up.  A  couple  of  guns  are  cast  monthly,  in  the  ar- 
senal of  both  the  worlds,  whence  the  armada  was  fitted  out, 
aud  where  the  immense  mortars  were  cast  for  the  useless 
attempt  to  bombard  Cadiz. 

The  market  place  is  large,  and  admirably  suited  to  the 
purpose,  and  is  amply  supplied.  The  buildings  are  arranged 
in  streets,  and  an  open  space  surrounds  the  whole,  with  gates 
to  divide  it,  and  fountains.  The  edifices  are  at  present  bad, 
but  a  plan  was  announced  as  I  left  the  place,_  of  an  intended 
reconstruction  and  ameUoration,  which,  if  carried  into  effect, 
will  make  it  the  best  in  Spain. 

The  most  curious  relic  of  ancient  rites,  mingling  pagan 
and  civil  with  religious  pomp,  is  assuredly  the  celebration  of 
the  holy  week  of  Seville.  The  catl^dral  is  magnificently 
adorned,  aiid  the  custodia^  or  service  of  silver  plate,  of  con- 
summate beauty,  which  contains  the  host  or  emblem  of  the 
Supper,  is  deposited  under  an  architectural  canopy,  of  which 
the  splendour,  when  illuminated,  would  appear  to  have  been 
derived  from  the  east.  In  this  ancient  city  are  various  her- 
mandades  and  cofradiasj  or  unions  in  the  manner  of  those 
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of  the  trades  in  towns  of  England,  and  other  parts  of  Europe 
who  have  long  taken  the  obligation  of  carrying  certain 
images  in  procession,  from  their  place  of  deposit  in  different 
churches,  during  fixed  days  in  Passion  week.  These  pro- 
cessions are  conducted  with  pomp,  many  of  them  at  great 
expense.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  idea  at  the  time  they 
were  formed,  now  no  other  is  attached  to  them  than  as  a 
religious  carnival.  The  figures  who  assist  are  dressed  in  the 
most  fantastic  manner,  and  generally  masked,  or  have  the  face 
covered.  After  the  disturbance  of  Cadiz,  in  1 83 1 ,  the  govern- 
ment thought  it  prudent  to  suspend  their  issuing  forth  in  this 
disguise,  aud  ordered  them  to  go  unmasked ;  but  they  refused 
to  forego  the  usual  forms,  denying  the  right  of  prescribing 
the  mode  of  conducting  their  procession,  although  they 
might  be  prohibited  fix>m  appearing  in  the  streets.  The  pro- 
cessions were  accordingly  suspended,  but  a  serious  loss  to 
commerce  accrued,  and  the  interference  was  not  persevered 
in.  Some  of  the  finest  statues  of  Montanesi  the  first  sculptor 
of  the  Seville  school,  are  seen  in  these  processions. 

The  country  around  Seville  is  nearly  uncultivated,  ^ith 
the  exception  of  a  few  gardens  immediately  at  the  gates, 
and  some  beautifully  situated  convents,  with  extensive 
orange  groves.  On  the  right  of  the  Guadalquivir  is  a 
beautiful  line  of  height,  in  the  manner  of  Hampstead, 
affording  the  most  lovely  sites  for  country  houses,  of  which 
there  are  very  few  at  present.  At  a  greater  distance,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  is  a  tract  of  the  same  de- 
scription, rising  above  the  Guadaira,  which  flows  into  the 
"  great  river"  a  little  below  the  city.  There  are  cortijos 
scattered  over  the  plain  around,  in  beautiful  situations,  but 
at  present  they  are  considered  by  the  people  to  be  uninha- 
bitable, from  the  attacks  of  robbers,  who  render  any 
detached  building  untenable.  To  the  East  there  is  partial 
cultivation,  in  ascending  the  Guadalquivir,  but  the  nume- 
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rous  villages,  which  once  existed  along  the  banks,  are 
rapidly  hastening  to  decay,  from  the  usual  effects  of  the 
present  system  on  the  agricultural  districts,  aggravated  by 
the  malaria,  which  is  very  prevalent  on  both  sides  the  river. 
An  extensive  scheme,  impracticable  from  its  enormous  ex- 
pense, has  been  set  on  foot  for  making  a  canal  to  Cordova. 
A  part  of  it,  however,  is  likely  to  be  made,  to  connect  the 
city  with  a  place  higher  up,  and  to  supply  water  for  irriga- 
tion, which  will  be  of  great  value  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
plain  to  the  east  of  the  city.  The  river  is  navigable  for 
merchant  vessels  of  moderate  size,  and  the  tide  flows 
beyond  Seville;  but  the  system  is  so  bad,  and  the  charges 
so  ruinous,  that  the  wool  and  other  articles  are  sent  to  great 
distances,  to  the  North  of  Spain,  to  avoid  them,  and  the 
navigation  is  now  of  little  moment,  although  it  ought  to 
command  a  very  extensive  trade.  The  bar  or  entrance  of 
the  river  is  difficult,  and  when  it  blows  from  the  Atlantic, 
impracticable.  The  system  of  navigation,  which  is  regu- 
b^  by  a  junta f  is  so  oppressive,  that  it  is  said  very  few 
vessels  ever  return  a  second  time  to  encounter  it.  The 
women  of  Seville  are  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  and  for 
the  grace  they  possess  in  common  with  all  the  Andaluzas. 
There  are  few  public  amusements,  and  at  present  no  ge- 
neral assemblies,  or  tertuHas,  but  there  is  excellent  pri- 
vate society,  in  which  respect  it  probably  excels  any  town 
in  Spain. 

A  few  families  repair  to  the  Sierra  Morena  during 
the  summer,  where  the  heat  is  less  oppressive,  and  the 
^  delicious.  Thb  plan  would  be  much  more  general  if 
•he  roads  were  better.  At  present,  Cazalla,  Constan- 
^j  and  Aracena,  which  are  the  principal  places,  and 
nro  quite  in  the  heart  of  the  Sierra,  can  only  be  ap- 
proached on  horseback,  and  even  then  with  difiSculty. 
The  remedy  is  of  extreme  facility;  no  kind  of  difificulty 
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existing  to  the  making  good  roads,  to  'every  part  of  this 
neglected  country.  Game  is  found  in  prodigious  and  al- 
most incredible  quantities.  The  malaria  extends  some 
distance  from  the  river  into  the  Sierra,  but  when  you  ap- 
proach the  centre  it  ceases.  I  made  excursions  to  visit  the 
mines  of  ViUa  Nueva,  and  Guadalcanal.  Nothing  can  be 
more  beautiful  or  more  fertile  than  the  country  in  the  heart 
of  the  Sierra,  which  is  now  in  a  state  of  utter  neglect  and 
despoblado.  The  soil  is  a  rich  mould,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing any  thing.  The  townships  have  large  tracts  of 
common  land,  which  are  waste,  and  unproductive,  whilst, 
from  the  want  of  management,  the  proprietors,  who  ought 
to  be  wealthy  without  any  other  possessions,  are  starving. 
The  people  of  the  Sierra,  who  are  a  peculiar  race,  are 
mentioned  ekewhere. 

The  trade  of  Seville  was  materially  affected  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  free  port  of  Cadiz,  and  the  inland  com- 
nierce,  which  formerly  centred  in  it,  was  carried  on 
directly  with  the  places  themselves,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
retail  dealers,  and  revenue  of  the  place.  A  plan  is  in  agi- 
tation, supposed  to  be  a  job  of  some  interested  persons,  for 
removing  the  custom-house  to  St.  Lucar,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river,  which  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  revenue, 
and  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  to  the  commerce 
of  the  place. 

Cadiz  is  rapidly  decaying;  the  temporary  stimulus  of 
the  establishment  of  a  free  port,  whilst  the  sources  of 
commerce  in  the  interior  are  dried  up,  and  the  consump- 
tion reduced  to  nothing,  having  produced  no  permanent 
effect.  The  bad  faith  of  the  government,  who  after 
exacting  large  sums  for  the  privilege,  in  a  short  time  broke 
their  agreement,  and  endeavoured  to  force  the  payment  of 
the  duty  on  tobacco,  and  then,  using  the  unfortunate  oc- 
currence of  1831,  in  which  the  people  took  no  part,  as  a 
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pretence,  gave  a  decree  to  annul  the  franchise,  which 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  as  it  was  in  direct  viola- 
tioii  of  positive  stipulations  and  contracts  made  at  the  time 
of  the  establishment  of  the  port,  are  the  causeis  of  the 
trade  being  paralyzed.  These  reasons  conbur  to  cause  an 
arrangement,  which  promised  great  advantage  to  the 
country,  to  be  of  little  use  to  any  one,  but  to  a  few  indi- 
viduak,  and  to  the  amateurs  of  tobacco.  It  was  defi- 
nitely fixed  that  the  iranchise  should  be  done  away,  at  the 
end  of  183al,  asd  the  tyranny-  of  Riera,  who  is  the  oom- 
memal  dictator,  was  extended  over  almost  every  part 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  towns  on  the  bay,  which  a  few  years  since,^  'during 
the  existence  of  the  Spanish  marine,  and  the  trade  with 
America,  t«emed  with  opulence,  arq  now  in  a  state  of  ir- 
remediable ruin.  Cadiz  itself  yet  retains  the  neatness  for 
•  which  it  has  always  been  celebrated,  and  the  cheerfulness 
and  sociability  of  the  inhabitants,  $imid  all  their  misfortunes, 
are  yet  unchanged.  It  is  the  country  in  ^Spain  where 
foreigners  are  received  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and 
have  the  most  Ceicilities  for  seeing  the  people,  who,  in  ease 
and  affabiUty  of  manners,  are  exceeded  by  none  in  the 
world. 

There  are  now  scarcely  any  olyects  of  art,  excepting 
some  paintings  of  Murillo  at  the  Capuchin  convent.  The 
pressure  of  living,  owing  to  the  increase  of  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  fife,  by  the  municipal  duties  laid  on  to  raise 
the  subsidy  paid  to  government  for  the  privilege  of  the  free 
port,  was  severely  felt,  and  ^  to  many  of  the  inhabitants 
inore  than  compensated  for  the  advantage  of  purchasing 
some  articles  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  are  to  be  obtained 
in  the  interior.  There  does  not  appear  the  sHghtest  pro- 
babiUty  of  this  interesting  place  recovering  any  portion  of 
ito  formerprosperity,  which,  under  the  system  followed,  and 
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from  the  situation  Spain  is  in,  is  quite  impossible  without  a 
total  change  of  system,  and  the  revival  of  commerce.    The 
feet  J  for  which  this  place  has  always  been  celebrated,  are 
only  seen  generally  in  the  city  and  towns  on  the  bay,  seldom 
beyond  that  radius,  although  the  women  in  every  part  of 
Spain  are  admirably  shaped.     The  peculiar  foot  of  Cadiz 
is  short  and  round  in  the  ancle,  with  a  high  instep,  the 
ligaments  being  apparently  compressed  so  as  to  give  the 
springiness  of  step  so  admirable  in  their  walk,  but  which 
the  loss  of  the  basquina  threatens  to  neutralize  by  intro- 
ducing a  slouching  or  careless  gait.     The  real  Aloorish  or 
Arab  eyes  may  be  also  seen  there,  although  pairs  of  them 
are  to  be  met  with  in  all  parts  of  Andalusia.     These  are 
large  and  very  full,  expanding  if  excited,  and  placed  in  a 
very  large  orbit.     Their  origin  is  unquestionable,  and  they 
exactly  answer  the  description  of  those  so  celebrated  by  the 
Arab  poets.     The  Moorish  countenance  is  not  confined  to 
the  lower  or  middle  ranks,  but  is  found  in  every  station 
throughout  Andalusia;  notwithstanding  the  pride  of  pure 
blood,  the  mixture  may  be  detected  in  the  best  families. 


SEVILLE  TO  MADRID,  BY  ESTREMADURA. 

I  LEFT  Seville  in  April,  1831 ,  soon  after  the  establishment 
of  a  diligence  to  Badajos,  which  was  then  commencing  ope- 
rations, and  every  thing  connected  with  it  was  in  a  rude 
state  of  transition.  There  had  been  previously  no  beds  on 
the  route,  but  they  were  already  provided,  and  we  fared 
tolerably.  It  was  less  actively  followed  up,  as  the  success  of 
the  experiment  was  doubtful,  and  it  was  a  separate  under- 
taking from  that  of  the  royal  association  at  Madrid.  The 
country  is  uninteresting  in  the  extreme,  affording  only  Meak 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  141 

and  dreary  plains.  The  Sierra  Morena  itself,  in  (his  part, 
has  none  of  the  features  which  generally  characterize  such 
a  range.  We  met  vast  numbers  of  rude  cars,  drawn  each 
by  two  miserable  bullocks,  travelling  to  Seville.  They 
came,  I  understood,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo,  and  were  laden  with  sacks  of  corn,  which  is  carried 
at  this  season  periodically,  and  exchanged  for  salt  and  other 
articles.  They  occupy  six  weeks  in  the  journey,  and  re- 
lam  in  good  condition,  although  at  this  time  they  were  far 
from  it  The  period  is  regulated  by  the  pasturage,  as  they 
encamp  by  the  road  sides,  and  feed  in  the  place  of  their 
halt  They  seldom  or  never  enter  the  villages,  travelling  in 
company,  and  bivouacking  with  fires  lighted,  in  the  manner 
of  gypsies.  We  passed  over  the  field  of  Albuera,  which, 
like  so  many  others,  little  exhibits  the  character  naturally 
exfeded  to  mark  such  a  scene. 

Badqos  is  stricken  with  decay,  and  is  dwindled  to  a  pro- 
vincial town  of  the  fourth  class,  instead  of  the  capital  of  this 
magnificent  province,  which  it  represents.  This  part  of 
Spain,  I  have  understood,  partially  recovered  the  conse- 
qu^M^es  of  the  war,  by  the  enormous  gains  of  those  pos- 
sessed of  cattle  and  mules  for  hire;  but  since  the  last  change 
that  temporary  prosperity  is  entirely  gone,  and  it  will  pro- 
bably never  again  resume  its  former  appearance.  There 
are  still  a  few  of  the  paintings  of  Morales,  who  was  a  native 
of  the  place,  and  which  by  some  accident  have  been 
aUowed  to  remain.  The  country  to  Merida  is  open,  and 
only  partially  cultivated,  although  of  the  greatest  natural 
fertility.  It  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  Guadiana,  with 
abundant  means  of  irrigation,  and  is  gently  broken  into  un- 
dulating hilb  and  vales. 

The  Roman  rains  of  Merida  include  a  Circus,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  equal  to  that  of  the  Circus  Maximus  at  Rome; 
a  theatre;  an  amphitheatre,  which  has  conveniences  for 
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admitting  water,  whence  they  term  it  the  imumachia;  two 
bridges,  one  of  enormous  length  over  the  Guadiana,  partly 
modern,  having  been  repaired  on  the  original  design;  a 
building  at  the  end  of  it,  which  appears  to  have  been  the 
citadel,  and  is  the  work  of  different  ages.  In  the  centre  of 
it  is  a  curious  double  descent  by  long  ramps  to  the  Gua- 
diana,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  water,  but  of 
magnificent  work,  and  one  of  the  finest  Roman  remains  in 
Europe.  The  part  near  the  river,  which  washes  one  side 
of  this  edifice,  appears  to  be  entirely  Roman.  .The  lower 
part  is  a  bold  projecting  basement,  and  it  is  flanked  by 
small  towers  at  very  short  distances.  The  inland  parts 
appear  to  be  principally  Moorish  work,  but  are  constructed 
of  the  original  materials.  On  one  side  a  projecting  tower 
has  been  thrown  out,  detached  from  the  body,  and  connected 
by  a  bridge,  a  rude  attempt  at  the  first  construction  of  out- 
works. Near  the  Giiadiana  is  seen  a  Roman  gateway,  of 
granite,  and  over  it  a  marble  tablet,  with  a  beautiful  Arabic 
inscription,  placed  no  doubt  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the 
prophet  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  The  double  passage  in 
the  centre,  which  led  down  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  oould 
have  served  no  other  purpose  than  to  supply  water.  The 
masonry  is  beautiful,  and  marble  is  mixed  with  the  granite. 
At  present  the  communication  of  the  lower  part  with  the 
river  is  interrupted,  as  the  water  was  clear  and  the  river 
quite  otherwise,  being  highly  flooded;  but  the  accumulation 
of  rubbish  prevented  it  being  seen  whether  a  spring  existed 
on  the  spot,  or  the  water  was  supplied  by  infiltration.  The 
citadel  was  materially  injured,  and  a  spacious  convent 
built  in  part  of  it,  blown  up  in  the  war  of  independence. 
A  temple  yet  exists,  encased  in  a  private  house,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  it  remaining  to  show  the  plan.  It  appears  to 
have  been  peripteral,  with  six  columns  in  the  firont,  and 
seven  in  the  flanks,  of  the  Corinthian  order.    The  columns 
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are  granite,  with  the  unusual  circumstance  of  the  capitals 
having  been  wrought  of  the  same  material.  The  shell  of  a 
magniGcent  triumphal  arch  remains,  but  all  the  architec- 
tural ornaments  have  disappeared.  The  theatre  has  been 
used  in  modern  times  as  a  plaza  de  toros.  The  aque- 
dacts  are  of  mixed  brick  aind  granite ;  but,  with  a  trifling 
eiception,  every  edifice  in  the  place  is  of  the  latter  rock, 
which  is  easily  procured  in  the  vicinity,  whilst  marble  must 
be  brought  from  great  distances.  The  place  is  rapidly  de- 
dining,  owing  to  the  decay  of  the  merino  trade,  of  which  it 
is  a  principal  depot,  and  the  unhealthiness  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  summer,  the  whole  country  being  subject  to 
malaria.  This  year  very  heavy  rains,  of  most  unusual 
duration,  fell  late  in  the  spring,  and  being  succeeded  by  a 
cold  summer,  the  sickness  and  mortality  were  extraordinary. 
After  an  exceeding  depression,  the  wool  trade  had  im- 
proved, and  the  markets  had  recovered  from  their  torpor. 
Heavy  complaints  are  still  made  of  the  ruin  caused  to  these 
fertile  lands  by  the  mesta;  but  it  appears  the  tribunals  begin 
to  yield,  and  that  the  decisions  in  Utigated  cases  lean  more 
to  the  side  of  their  opponents  than  in  former  times. 

From  Merida  I  took  the  diligence,  passing  through  a  most 
uninteresting  country,  but  of  great  natural  riches,  to  Tru- 
xiDo.  We  slept  at  Jaraicejo,  which  stands  in  the  defiles 
which  conduct  to  the  high  grounds  on  the  left  of  the  Tagus. 
There  is  a  terrace,  whence  is  a  most  magnificent  view  of 
great  extent  over  hill  and  dale,  towards  the  Sierra  Morena. 
The  next  day  we  passed  the  Puerto  de  Miravete,  a  bold 
pass  and  defile  above  the  Tagus,  whence  there  is  a  splendid 
view  over  the  vale  of  the  river  to  the  magnificent  range  of 
the  Sierra  de  Gata,  and  Sierra  de  Credos,  extending  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Placentia.  Descending  by  this  pass,  we 
came  to  the  Puente  de  Almaraz,  so  celebrated  in  the  war 
of  independence,  which  has  never  been  repaired.    The 
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Tagus  being  much  swollen,  the  coaches  were  stopped,  and 
the  passengers  were  obliged  to  cross  on  a  rude  sort  of  raft, 
at  considerable  risk  of  being  floated  down  the  river.  We 
slept  at  Siposadaj  a  few  miles  further  on,  and  the  next  day 
reached  Talavera,  which  we  should  have  done  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  but  from  tjie  ordinary  course  of  the  diligence 
being  interrupted  by  the  want  of  a  good  ferry-boat  at 
Almaraz. 

In  beauty  of  situation  Talavera  is  excelled  by  few  cities  in 
Spain,  and  it  certainly  exceeds  every  thing  in  Castile.  It  was 
once  a  royal  residence,  and  from  hence  started  the  Christian 
Knights  to  rescue  the  Queen  of  Granada,  which,  whether 
it  be  historically  true  or  not,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
tales  in  the  world. "" 

The  place  is  now  rapidly  following  the  fate  of  nearly  all 
the  towns  of  the  interior,  in  proceeding  to  decay.  The 
same  night  we  arrived  at  Madrid,  without  accident;  but  we 
were  ordered  to  be  ready,  and  the  escort  stood  to  their 
arms,  in  passing  a  cuesta^  at  a  short  distance  only  from 
the  gates,  as  robbers  frequently  select  it  for  a  place  of 
operations. 


TOLEDO. 

In  this  celebrated  place,  the  admirer  of  architecture  will 
find  specimens  of  all  ages,  and  of  almost  every  style,  Ro- 
man, Moorish,  middle  age,  Jewish,  Gothic,  classic,  and 
modern.  The  lover  of  painting,  of  which  there  is  ample 
store;  of  sculpture  in  all  its  branches,  in  which  it  is  yet 
richer;  the  speculator  in  the  decay  and  ruins  of  ancient 
grandeur,  and  its  causes;  the  amateur  of  the  picturesque  in 

•  Sec  tiie  Moorish  tales  of  the  waurs  of  Granada. 
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art  and  nature  combiDed  :  all  these  tastes  may  be  gratified 
in  this  renowned  seat  of  art  and  former  grandeur. 

A  promontory  of  the  Tagus,  where  its  ample  waters  are 
compressed  into  a  narrow  bed,  and  circle  around  a  bold 
headland,  is  covered  by  picturesque  and  varied  masses  of 
buildings,  grouped  in  the  Moorish  manner.  The  streets 
are  too  narrow  and  steep  to,  admit  of  carriages  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  city.  The  cathedral  is  placed  near  the 
centre.  The  alcazar^  or  royal  palace,  of  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Fifth,  which  succeeded  the  Moorish  castle,  occupies  the 
highest  summit  of  the  promontory,  and  proudly  overlooks 
every  object  around  it.  The  beautiiul  Gothic  church  of 
the  Reyes  Nuevos  ranks  next  to  the  cathedral.  Various 
small  churches,  formerly  mosques,  retain  their  form  nearly 
unaltered.  The  convents  are  numerous,  but  have  severely 
suffered,  and  their  treasures  of  art  are  chiefly  gone.  Some 
of  these  buildings,  whose  vast  extent  formed  the  flanks  of 
the  town,  and  projected  their  masses  over  the  plam,  were 
destroyed  or  injured,  to  make  the  place  less  tenable  in  the 
war  of  independence.  The  Moorish  mosques  which  have 
been  converted  to  the  churches  now  dedicated  to  St  Ra- 
mon, Cristo  de  la  Luz,  Santa  Maria  La  Blanca,  are  of  dif- 
ferent styles,  but  of  small  dimensions.  The  Transitu,  Itrhich 
was  a  Jewish  synagogue,  has  been  turned  into  a  military 
magazine.  Their  forms,  yet  almost  unaltered,  recall  the 
times  when  tolerance  permitted  these  religions  to  be  fi*eely 
exercised,  as  in  the  better  days  of  Toledo.  The  treasures 
in  art  of  the  cathedral  are  inestimable.  The  notices  of  the 
sculptors  and  painters  of  the  school  of  Castile,  must  be 
examined  to  avoid  repetition.  The  principal  who  figure  in 
it  are  Berruguete,  Villalpando,  Felipe  and  Gregorio  Vi- 
gamy,  Domingo  de  Cespedes,  Pardo,  Copin  de  Olanda, 
Pedro  de  Mena  (an  Andalusian),  Xamete,  and  many 
others.    The  painters  are  less  numerous  than  the  pro- 
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(cBBon  of  the  sister  art,  but  the  works  of  some  of  the  best 
of  the  school  of  Castile,  are  now  only  to  be  found  (here: 
Uas  del  Prado,  Theotocupuli,  Velasco,  Borgofia,  Orrente 
(a  Valencian),  and  some  others.  The  nlkaja$y  or  orna- 
ments of  the  treasury,  used  in  the  great  festivals,  are  of 
immense  value.  The  robe  of  the  Virgin,  which  is  covered 
with  precious  stones,  is  so  valuable,  that  on  an  enemy  in- 
vading, it  is  immediately  removed  for  security,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  war  of  independence,  remained  some  time  at 
Cadiz.  The  a/ccurar,  the  limited  extent  of  the  ate  of  which 
was  one  reason  given  for  its  never  being  completed,  has 
undergone  various  destinations.  It  was  burnt  in  the  war 
of  the  succession,  repaired,  and  converted  into  manufac- 
tories and  a  work-house ;  it  was  again  ruined  more  recently, 
and  is  now  quite  untenanted. 

An  inscription  has  been  put  in  modem  times  on  the  site 
of  the  house  of  Padilla,  which  was  demolished,  as  if  to  per- 
petuate the  name  of  the  Spanish  Sidney,  whilst  the  narrow- 
minded  projectors  imagined  they  were  consigning  it  to 
infamy.  It  might  well  be  added,  ^^Si  monumentum  quanris, 
circumspice!^'  The  mouldering  ruins  of  this  former  seat 
of  industry,  her  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce  extinct, 
the  villages  and  towns,  of  which  forty  are  said  to  have  dis- 
appeared in  modern  times,  and  their  territory  been  con- 
verted into  despoblados^  are  s'dent  witnesses  to  the  real 
nature  of  the  triumph  over  the  liberties  of  Castile.  His 
heroic  wife,  who,  after  his  execution,  defended  the  akcutar^ 
until  compelled  by  femine  to  evacuate  it,  is  included  in  tins 
anathema  of  priests  and  admirers  of  monarchic  principles, 
which  have  produced  such  bitter  fruits  in  their  temporary 
triumph. 

In  ks  present  state  the  city  conkl  have  only  been  made  a 
part  of  the  metropolis,  like  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh,  to 
which  it  bears  some  resemblance,  but  the  territory  allowed 
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ample  means  for  exteadiiig  the  bwildingH  oq  every  side,  witk 
all  the  advantages  of  beauty  and  convenience.  The  climate 
18  heakhy.  The  summer  is  hot,  as  in  all  Castile;  but  the 
winter  ouU  in  eomparison  with  Madrid,  and  the  soil  fer- 
tile. A  Meet,  which  has  exercised  the  ingenuity  of  many 
eagineers,  admits  of  simple  remedy  by  modem  science ; 
water  requires  to  be  raised  firom  the  Tagus  to  supply  the 
town,  whidi  a  foroe-pump  would  effeet  with  the  greatest 
caie.  The  plan  mentioned  at  Seville  of  using  toldos^  or 
canvas  coverings  for  the  paiiosj  is  practised  here  in  the 
summer.  The  communications  with  Madrid  were  almost 
iotemipted  from  the  rains  and  the  breaking  down  of  a 
trifling  bridge.  Between  these  cities  we  traversed  q>en 
fidds,  with  constant  danger  of  being  overturned. 


VALENCIA. 

h  the  spring  of  18S0,  owing  to  continued  storms  of 
now,  the  Puerto  de  Almanza,  and  the  passage  of  the  Xu- 
car,  near  St  Felipe,  in  the  plain  of  Valencia,  were  imprao- 
tieaUe  for  several  days,  and  the  communication  yiniix  Madrid 
was  quite  suspended.  At  the  end  of  diat  period  I  set  out 
The  Dead  throng  La  Mandia  had  been  completely  cut  into 
<kep  'fiuTOwii,  tering  long  rains  and  snow  storms,  and  a 
faning  sun  having  immediately  succeeded,  it  was  so  hard, 
that  the  wheels  were  with  difficulty  dragged  through  Uie  in- 
Abated  ridges.  A  bridge  was  commenced  over  the  impor- 
tant pass  4d  Ae  Xucar  at  this  point,  but,  it  is  said,  owing 
to  some  miscdctdation,  a  very  unusual  circumstance  with 
the  Spanish  engineers,  the  foundation  is  unequal  to  bear 
the  finishing  of  the  Of^per  works,  and  it  seems  now  quite 
given  up.     It  is  to  be  regretted  the  route  had  ever  been 
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taken  in  this  direction,  instead  of  passing  by  the  direct  lines 
of  Tarancon  and  Cuenca.  Valencia  is  a  dose  and  compact 
town,  not  of  great  circumference,  but  containing  a  large 
and  dense  population,  in  a  solidly  built  mass  of  houses,  al- 
most unbroken,  and  without  gardens  or  open  spaces,  so 
eonmion  in  other  parts  of  the  south.     This  gives  the  place 
the  dull  and  cheerless  aspect  so  often  remarked.     The 
streets  are  narrow,  the  houses  of  the  richer  part  of  the 
community  of  enormous  solidity,  and  well  suited  to  resist 
the  burning  heats  of  summer.    The  walb  are  almost  entire, 
as  in  the  time  of  the  Moors,  but  some  parts  have  been  rebuilt, 
and  some  noble  Gothic  towers  added,  which  give  an  ex- 
tremely picturesque  effect  to  parts  of  them.  The  ontside  of 
the  ditch  is  nearly  clear,  and  it  is  not  c(>mmanded,  the 
country  all  around  being  flat.     In  this  situation,  with  a  de- 
termined population,  who  had  the  gates  shut,  and  were 
ready  for  defence,  it  was  judged  imprudent  to  attack  it  in 
the  war  of  Napoleon,  who  gave  orders  himself  to  that 
effect,  and  the  surer  mode  of  famine  was  adopted  to  reduce 
it.    Unforttmately,  the  public  library  was  destroyed  by  the 
bombardment,  and  a  curious  tower  of  the  Dominican  con- 
vent.    The  place  w^as  dreadfully  injured  by  that  war,  and 
almost  every  family  was  reduced  by  it     The  activity  and 
industry  of  the  people  are  gradually  repairing  these  disas- 
ters. The  agricultural  population  have  the  entire  command 
of  the  streets,  which  are  unpaved,from  the  right  they  claim 
of  removing  the  surface  for  manure,  and  bringing  in  Steah 
quantities  of  loose  sandy  gravel,  to  substitute  for  it.     The 
consequence  is,  the  streets  are  covered  with  dust  and  iUtb, 
for  which  there  is  no  remedy.  The  same  process  is  carried 
on  with  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  are  peri- 
odically made,  and  the  old  materials  carried  away.     The 
cathedral  is  a  dark  and  ill-proportioned  edifice,  but  c<mtaina 
some  good  works  of  Juanes,  and  Orrente,  and  of  Napoli 
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and  Ar^o,  ItaUans.  There  is  a  magmficent  sacristy  built 
recently  for  the  use  of  the  archbishop.  A  Gothic  tower 
of  great  beauty,  and  commanding  a  magnificent  view,  is  at- 
tached to  it ;  but  the  greatest  architectural  curiosity  in  the 
place  is  the  lonja^  or  silk  mart,  which  is  a  light  and^nost 
degant  Gothic  hall,  supported  by  twisted  columns.  The 
principal  churches  are  St  Domingo,  which  seems  the  most 
frequented,  and  St  Juan  del  Morcado,  a  light  structure,  en- , 
tirdy  painted  in  fresco  in  the  upper  parts  by  Palomino ;  a 
rare  sight  in  Spain.  The  church  of  the  Collegio  de  Corpus  ^ 
is  richly  adorned,  and  seemed  the  resort  of  the  more  devout 
and  abstracted  of  the  population  during  Lent,  the  service 
being  performed  with  great  solemnity.  Most  of  the  other 
churches,  which  contained  inestimable  treasures  of  painting, 
have  been  laid  waste,  with  more  than  usual  Vandal  zeak 
Scarcely  a  scrap  remains  in  most  of  them ;  but  in  those 
enomerated,  and  in  some  others,  and  in  private  hands,  may 
y^  be  seen  remnants  of  a  school,  one  of  the  first  in  Spain. 
Juanes,  the  two  Ribaltas,  Espinosa,  Ribera  (Spagnoletto), 
Esteban  March,  and  others,  illustrated  this  city,  which 
scarcely  yielded  even  to  Seville,  in  skill  and  protection  of  the 
arts.  The  women  of  this  city  are  celebrated  for  their 
beauty,  and  even  vie  with  the  Andaluzas,  but  are  considered 
by  the  best  judges  to  yield  in  grace  to  the  western  race. 
Great  numbers  are  fair,  proving  that  the  heat  of  climate  is 
act  the  cause  of  the  opposite  complexion.  Assassinations 
are  too  common  amongst  the  lower  orders.  In  a  road 
Bear  the  city  I  observed  an  azulejoj  or  bhie  tile,  with  an 
inscriptiim  on  it,  fixed  permanently  into  the  wall,  bearing 
these  words :  ^*  Aqui  murio — ramanos  de  un  hombre  que 
noposeeia  sus  tfirtudes.^  "Here  died,  (I  have  forgotten 
the  name),  by  the  hands  of  a  man,  who  did  not  possess  his 
virtues."  The  usual  mode  of  commemorating  these  events, 
especially  in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  where  they  are  too  corn- 
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mon,  is  the  sibgle  mseripiioo,  ^^Aqui  maiaran^^  or  <*  aqui 
murib^''  with  the  date,  without  further  alluiion  to  the  cir- 
cumstaBoes.  This  iaficription  is  almost  subline  feom  its 
lacowc  simplicity^  recording  the  events  without  attetaptiug 
to  ^ciAe  or  continue  feeUngs,  whidi  might  [nrolong  or  again 
produce  similar  calamities,  when  it  was  too  late  for  remedy. 
The  silk  manufactures  of  this  place^  which  formed  the  great- 
est branch  of  the  trade  of  the  mother  country  with  (he  co- 
lonies, fell  by  the  events  of  the  double  war  whieh  finally 
separated  them  ^  and  others  having  now  taken  the  place  of 
those  which  were  only  upheld  by  monop^y  and  (breed 
circulation,  they  have  almost  entirely  gone  down.  The 
produce  of  their  looms  is  so  inferior  thai  they  cannot  stand 
the  competition  of  the  French,  who,  in  an  article  so  port- 
able, and  of  which  the  inducement  is  so  great  to  contra- 
band, pour  in  supplies  without  difficidty.  Madiinery  has 
lately  been  introduced  on  the  modern  plan,  and  the  goiFem- 
ment  have  imposed  a  duty  on  exportation  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, in  order  to  force  the  growers  of  it  to  retail  it  to  the 
dealers  at  home,  and  to  compel  the  establishment  of  naaniK 
factories,  instead  of  taking  means  to  induce  the  agricultnrista 
to  grow  more  silk,  and  enter,  as  they  might  do,  into  the 
European  market,  in  which  they  might  take  a  leading  parC 
The.  same  system  extends  to  the  other  branches  of  com- 
merce. The  raisins  of  Denia  will  shortly  be  supplanted  by 
those  of  Greece,  and  of  different  parts  of  the  Levant^  whilsl 
the  object  of  the  government  seems  the  destruction  rather 
than  the  increase  of  the  trade.  About  thirty  English  yessds 
arrive  annually,  chiefly  with  fish,  which  is  here  a  Mceauu*y 
of  life,  and  is  eaten  as  a  sts4[>le  article  of  food  by  dl  ranl»» 
from  habit,  and  not  from  religions  feeling,  as  the  Spanish 
dominions  have  a  bull  of  exemption,  in  consequence  of  die 
difficulty  of  obtaining  fish.  The  agriculture  of  the  frfaiB 
is  on  a  par  with  that  of  any  district  in  Europe^  and  is  a  de-* 
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eiBive  proof,  that  neither  dimate  nor  nMB  of  men,  nor 
surrounding  examples,  nor  badness  of  biws,  are  eertain 
impediments  to  the  industry  of  man.    In  management  it 
resembles  the  Val  d*Amo,  and  the  novel  sight,  in  Spain,  is 
seen  of  detached  houses,  which  are  very  small  and  scattered 
every  where  over  the  plain.    It  is  possible  this  isolated 
mode  of  living  may  produce,  in  some  degree,  the  sullen 
and  distrustful  manners  so  much  noticed  in  the  peasantry, 
and  so  different  from  the  social  and  frank  habits  of  the 
inhaUtants  of  other  provinces,  who  live  constantly  together. 
The  soil  is  naturally  bad,  and  only  k^t  productive,  like  the 
Vega  of  Granada,  by  oonstant  forcing  and  irrigation.    The 
rice  grounds  are  the  most  lucrative  branch,  drawing  the 
waters,  which  convert  their  districts  into  pest-houses,  prin- 
cipally from  the  Xucar.    If  the  culture  of  arroz  seeoiio, 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Motril,  be  introduced,  it  will 
be  of  inestimable  advantage  to  the  whole  of  this  kingdom. 
At  present  the  com  is  drawn  from  La  Mancha,  in  exchange 
ibr  rice,  and  oil,  and  other  articles.    The  oil  is  considered, 
the  best  in  Spain,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  a  little  better  mode 
of  nuinufiau^tnring.    No  good  theatre  existed,  or  plaza  de 
tora$.    The  former  was  prevented  by  the  archbishop,  from 
a  long  continued  policy.  He  has  no  direct  power  in  such 
matters,  ixdiidi  are  the  concern  of  the  civil  authorities,  bul 
his  subscription  to  the  public  charities  is  so  great,  that  the 
threat  of  withholding  it  was  sufficient  to  effect  the  purpose.* 
The  see  is  now  the  richest  in  Spain,  principally  owing  to 
the  rice  grounds.  There  is  a  noble  esti^lishment  of  central 
schods,  called  Escuelas  Pias^  which  is  on  a  very  large 
scale,  and  appeared  admirably  conducted.     There  were 
about  three  thousand  boys  educated  gratis,  and  a  corres- 
ponding  separate  establishment  for  girls  on  the  same  |4an. 

*  Wliem  leariDg  Spain,  I  heard  that  tiiis  difScntty  had  been  orercome, 
«od  that  a  Uieatre  mt  huHdii^  >ivhadi  has  8U1G6  been  finished. 
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There  is  an  upper  branch  for  the  education  of  those  whose 
circumstances  enable  their  expences  to  be  paid,  who  are 
lodged  and  separately  kept,  and  prepared  for  the  higher 
colleges.  The  academy  also  has  a  very  numerous  at- 
tendance of  youth,  to  learn  the  art  of  design.  Printing  hast 
always  been  carried  on  upon  a  comparatively  large  scale, 
and  I  beUeve  k  is  next  to  Madrid.in  this  branch  of  industry. 
The  people  are  extremely  devout,  and  the  religious  cere^ 
monies  appear  more  closely  followed  and  attended  than 
in  most  parts  of  Spain,  a  proof  that  this  religion  is  not  in- 
compatible with  industry;  nor  the  abundance  of  monks, 
who  are  here  in  vast  numbers,  certain  signs  of  the  country 
being  ill  cultivated,  or  the  exclusive  haunt  oiholyctzane^:, 
although  these  individuals  may  not  contribute  to  Ae  stock, 
nor  be  in  themselves  promoters  of  hibour  or  activity.  The 
pure  Moorish  costume  is  maintained  by  the  peasantry,  who 
wear  frequently  a  red  scidl-cap,  like  that  of  the  opposite 
coast  of  Barbary,  a  tight  vest  on  the  body,  white  petticoat 
trowsers,  or  kilt,  the  knees  bare,  and  the  legs  covered  with 
a  loose  linen,  descending  to  the  ancles,  with  sandals.  A 
red  or  red  and  yellow  striped  plaid  is  worn  over  the  should- 
ders,  like  a  toga.  The  women  now  wear  universally  cotton^ 
generally  with  a  handkerchief  tied  over  the  head.  The 
linen,  which  composes  the  greater  part  of  the  dress  of  the 
men,  is  invariably  clean,  and  beautifully  white. 

Thepaseos^  or  public  promenades,  are  magnificent,  ex- 
tending outside  the  walls  to  the  Grao,  or  seaport,  nearly  a 
league  distant,  where  are  small  houses  on  the  sea-shore, 
which  are  frequented  during  the  summer  for  the  sake  of 
bathing. 

1  hired  a  tartana,  or  tilted  cart,  which  are  found  in  in- 
credible numbers  in  the  plain  of  Valencia,  and  proceeded 
to  Murviedro,  of  which  the  historical  recollections  make  it 
of  interest  to  every  one.     But  the  remains  are  now  con- 
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fined  to  the  slender  fragments  of  a  theatre,  which  stood 
outside  the  town,  or  at  least  upon  the  outskirts.  The 
Moorish  fort,  which  crowns  the  long  and  narrow  ridge 
above  it,  has  been  kept  up,  and,  with  some  modem  addi- 
tions, is  quite  tenable  as  a  place  of  war,  and  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  take,  if  well  defended,  from  its  isolated 
and  ccmimanding  situation. 

To  the  east  of  this  the  country  is  flat,  forming  a  low 
terrace,  almost  uninterrupted,  to  the  Ebro,  having  the  sea 
on  one  side,  and  the  mountains  on  the  other,  and  is 
certainly  the  most  beautiful  drive  on  any  high  road  in 
Spain.  The  country  is  irrigated  wherever  it  is  possible  to 
do  so,  and  in  parts  where  the  bare  rock  forbids  any  other 
culture,  [the  algarroha  yields  an  ample  produce  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  abundant  stock,  for  which  herbage  is 
denied  by  the  climate. 

Near  the  Ebro  the  peasantry  have  a  peculiarly  ferocious 
q>pearance,  and  I  believe  crimes  are  too  common  amongst 
them.  At  this  time  the  roads  were  secure,  but  in  the  pre- 
ceding winter,  the  diligence  had  been  robbed.  On  entering 
Catalonia,  the  costume,  bearing,  and  manner  of  the  people 
are  entirely  changed.  The  cathedral  of  Tarragona  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  curious  of  its  class,  and  contains 
many  tombs,  but  scarcely  any  paintings  or  sculpture  of 
note. 

Barcelona  is  now  the  most  active  and  thriving  place  in 
Spain,  and  is  recovering  the  most  quickly  from  the  disasters 
of  wars  and  insurrections,  in  which  it  has  been  always  a 
principal  sufferer.  The  town  is  on  a*  flat,  at  the  end  of 
which  is  the  Montjuich,  the  celebrated  height,  of  which  the 
almost  impregnable  citadel  forms  its  principal  defence. 
Another  citadel  commands  the  town  and  harbour.  The 
city  is  surrounded  by  a  line  of  regular  works,  but  would 
be  defenceless  without  these  citadels.     It  has  the  extreme 
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inco&veiiienee  of  beiog  confined  to  a  radios,  which  cannot 
be  passed  without  interference  from  the  military  authorities, 
and  all  improvements  outside  are  stopped,  and  bmlding 
only  permitted  at  too  great  a  distance  for  comfort.  The 
tfates  are  rigorously  closed  at  sunset,  and  the  place  has  all 
the  disadvantages  of  a  rq^dar  garrison.  A  magnificent 
promenade  has  been  made,  by  the  exertions  of  the  late 
Captain  general/  outside  the  town,  and  the  walls  and  har- 
bour line  inside  secure  ample  room  for  the  health  of  the 
inhabkants. 

The  fanprovement  of  conveyances,  and  the  establishment 
of  diligences,  which  is  now  of  such  importance  in  Spain> 
origmated  here,  and  is'  followed  up  with  increasing  activity 
by  local  companies,  who  are  independent,  and  are  not  con- 
cerned with  the  central  establishment  at  Madrid. 

The  women  are  coarse,  but  well  made  in  general,  wilb 
full  and  luxuriant  forms,  and  the  men  are  strong  and  ath- 
letic, eaters  of  meat,  and  drinkers  of  wine.  By  the  industry 
of  the  country,  in  which  they  excel  every  province  m  Spain, 
Aey  ought,  according  to  some  theories,  to  be  free  from 
bigotry  and  religious  prejudice.  They  are  ipiite  the  con- 
trary, and  the  monks  have  made  their  strongest  stand  i|i 
this  part  of  the  country.  The  means  of  education  are 
ample,  and  probably,  according  to  the  official  returns,  equal 
those  of  any  other  part  of  Europe.  There  are  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  schools  in  the  province,  which 
educate  forty  thousand  scholars ;  seventy  of  them  teaching 
the  latin  tongue. 

The  archives  of  the  kingdom  o(  Aragon  are  kepi  here, 
in  a  building  made  bomb  proof  lor  the  purpose,  and  are  a 
model  of  neatness  and  good  arrangement  There  is  a  public 
library  belonging  to  the  aee,which,as  usual  with  those  esta- 

*  Conde  de  Espafia. 
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btisbments,  is  titk  in  theological  and  monkish  lore,  but  defi- 
cient in  nearly  every  other  species  of  literature.  The  place  is 
now  teeming  with  population :  a  great  misfortune,  where 
there  are  no  means  of  extending  the  circumference^  It  has 
been  increased  by  poUtieal  events,  which  have  driven 
people  in  from  the  provincial  towns. 

I  made  an  excursion  to  Cardona  and  M<»serrat,  by 
Manresa,  a  small  town  beautifully  situated  on  a  branch  of 
(he  Uobregat  It  has  never  recovered  the  effects  of  the 
war  of  independence  |  when  the  inhabitants  living  the  place 
on  the  approach  of  the  French  troops,  in  their  peregrina- 
tions in  order  to  raise  contributions,  it  was  out  of  revenge 
set  on  fire.  Nothing  could  justify  such  proceedings.  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  name  of  Marshal  IVIacdonald,  one  of  the 
most  humane  of  the  French  generals,  mixed  up  with  these 
transactions.  Although  this  place  is  a  few  miles  only  from 
Barcelona,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  keep  permanent 
possession  of  it,and  the  mountain  fort,  or  castle  of  Cardona, 
only  five  leagues  further,  was  never  even  attacked.  The 
situatioB  of  this  fort  is  extremely  strong,  as  it  occupies  the 
apex  of  a  lofty  height  The  summit  is  extremely  high,  the 
base  of  the  mountain  being  completely  commanded  from 
the  works,  and  it  has  the  rare  advantage  of  being  concen- 
trated, and  requiring  a  very  small  garrison ;  whilst  the  base 
admits  ample  room  for  issuing  out,  and  makes  it  almost 
impossible  to  block  it  It  is  a  perfect  model  of  a  mountain 
hold.  They  mtc  adding  to  the  fortifications,  and  convert- 
ing the  <^ttrch,  which  contains  some  curious  tombs  of  a 
noble  famUy  k  once  belonged  to,  into  the  depot  of  pro* 
visions. 

The  reason  of  the  defence  of  this  part,  which  is  so  near 
the  frontier,  and  in  a  province  which  they  had  so  long  quiet 
possession  of,  is  the  determined  character  of  the  people. 
There  are  many  small  hamlets  and  single  houses,  covered 
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with  wood,  and  in  situations  extremely  difficult  of  access. 
The  tocsin  being  sounded,  the  people  assembled,  and, 
under  their  guerilla  chie&,  made  incursions  with  such  ra- 
pidity and  success,  that  no  force  could  keep  the  field  in 
the  interior  of  the  country.  Latterly  they  took  the  oflEensive, 
and  made  inroads  by  the  upper  Segre  into  France,  carry- 
ing off  flocks,  and  raising  contributions  in  the  French 
Roussillon. 

The  enormous  mass  of  rock  salt  at  Cardona  has  been 
too  often  described,  to  require  much  notice.  It  protrudes 
from  the  earth  to  a  height  of  five  hundred  feet ;  the  depth 
underneath  is  yet  unascertained.  The  area  seen  is  about  a 
mile  in  circumference.  It  is  more  particularly  mentioned 
under  the  head  of  mines.  I  returned  by  Monserrat,  of 
which  the  convent  is  partly  rebuilt,  but  the  greater  part 
is  in  hopeless  ruin,  having  been  partly  destroyed  to  make 
it  untenable  as  a  military  post.  This  is  of  little  consequence, 
but  the  sculpture  and  paintings,  the  former  especially, 
which  was  of  great  interest,  perished  in  the  process  of 
blowing  it  up,  and  setting  fire  to  complete  the  operation. 
The  sanctuaries,  or  hermitages,  which  studded  the  rock, 
are  still  untenanted.  It  was  expected  some  of  them  would 
be  shortly  reoccupied,  but  the  monks  seem  to  prefer  the 
social  refectory  to  these  places  of  absurd  and  ridiculous 
penance.  I  went  to  Gerona,  of  which  the  defence  was 
still  more  extraordinary  and  more  obstinate  than  that  of 
Zaragoza,  in  the  war  of  independence.  It  stood  a  close 
siege  of  several  months,  and  only  surrendered  when  it  was 
impossible  to  hold  out  any  longer.  The  situation  is  by  no 
means  suited  to  such  an  obstinate  resistance,  which  no 
other  people  but  the  Spaniards  would  have  made. 

This  province  is  the  thriving  and  active  seat  of  manufac- 
tories of  cotton,  woollen,  paper,  and  other  articles,  which 
promise  to  make  it  the  richest  part  of  Spain.     The  abun- 
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dant  waters  of  the  interior  serve  to  encourage  the  esta- 
blishment of  these  various  branches  of  industry,  and  the 
improvement  of  communications,  and  a  degree  of  activity 
in  the  people,  scarcely  to  be  expected,  promise  to  make 
their  towns  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  of  the  Penin- 
sala. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 


Madrid. 


Philip  the  Second  was  styled  by  Jovellanos  *^  El  Escu- 
rialense/^  from  that  durable  monument  of  his  gloomy  and 
fanatic  mind.  The  Matriteuse  would  have  been  a  better 
denomination,  for  the  raising  that  structure  was  a  harmless 
amusement  compared  with  the  mischief  entailed  on  his 
successors  and  the  country  at  large,  by  the  forced  appro- 
priation of  such  a  site  as  that  of  Madrid  for  the  metropolis, 
in  which  he  had  a  principal  share. 

If  the  object  had  been  a  central  position,  Toledo,  Tala- 
vera,  or  even  Guadalaxara,  were  almost  equaUy  so,  and 
combined  advantages  which  are  entirely  wanting  to  Madrid, 
the  locality  of  which,  in  every  respect,  is  inversely  what  it 
ought  to  be.  It  has  scarcely  any  good  water,  no  navigatioD, 
a  very  bad  climate,  and  a  dreary  desert  around  it  Such 
is  the  position  chosen  for  the  capital  of  this  magnificent 
country,  which  abounded  in  the  finest  situations,  with 
splendid  cities  already  built,  when  this  project  of  converting 
a  mountain  of  boar  and  bear  *  into  a  metropolis  was  con- 
ceived, the  execution  of  which  may  be  considered  the 
triumph  of  despotic  power. 
^  The  court  passes  a  gloomy  period  at  a  season  when  the 

*  Montafia  de  puerco  y  oso,  as  termed  by  the  old  writers,  when  it  was 
a  royal  chase,  a  short  time  only  before  this  plan  was  determined  on. 
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(aldng  the  air  itt  particular  winds  is  so  dangerous,  that  few 
people  venture  out,unlett  from  necessity,  and  as  the  ancient 
severity  of  etiquette  is  kept  up,  itaddsUttle  to  the  gaiety  of 
the  place.    The  grandees  of  Spain,  with  lew  exceptions, 
are  chained  to  this  miserahle  spot,  where  they  drag  on  a 
fife  of  poverty  and  subjection,  in  reality  less  free  than  the 
peasants  who  cultivate  their  properties.    Their  vast  pos- 
sesiions  are  in  general  semi-deserts,  where  the  resident 
population  live  independently  of  the  proprietor,  whom  dhey 
neversee,  and  scarcely  know  by  name.  For  this  barbarous 
system  they  are  matnly  indebted  to  the  Esourialense,  who 
bequeathed  it  to  his  posterity,  by  whom  it  has  been  carefully 
handed  down  as  a  leading  maxim  of  state  policy.    Their 
palaces  are  inhalnted  by  vast  trains  of  OMnials,  who  hve  on 
tor  generations,  devouring  the  marrow  and  substance  of 
their  masters,  whose  state  or  splendour  is  in  no  degree 
augmented  by  them.    They  are  scarcely  bettm*  than  the 
monks,  ezceptittg  that  they  propagate,  if  it  he  any  advan- 
tage to  continue  a  race  of  hQlgazanes,  who  ruin  their  em- 
ployers without  adding  to  the  common  stock,  or  increas- 
ing the  drculation.    The  lives  of  most  of  these  grandees 
are  spent  in  a  style  of  stmplidty  as  to  personal  comforts, 
not  in  any  respect  better  than  that  of  a  country  gentieman 
of  Bioderate  fortune  in  En^and. 

The  jealousy  with  which  the  nobles  are  retained  about 
the  seat  of  government,  in  the  performance  of  the  menid 
offices  transmitted  from  the  dai'k  ages,  is  sndi,  that  not  only 
they  are  not  perantted  to  reside  on  their  estates,  but  tempo- 
rary leave  to  visit  diem  is  procured  with  the  greatest  diflB- 
cahy;  and  ^en  banished,  they  are  goierally  ordered  to 
places  where  they  have  no  interest  or  connexion. 

Before  any  progress  or  even  a  commencement  can  be 
made  in  the  political  and  economical  reorganization  of  the 
luttgdom,  this  system  must  be  reversed,  and  in  place  of 
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being  restricted  from  it,  the  landowners  must  be  compelled 
to  build  houses,  and  live  at  least  a  part  of  the  year  on  their 
estates;  and  the  stars  and  decorations,  instead  of  being  be- 
stowed for  services  alike  degrading  to  those  who  exact,  or 
to  those  who  perform  them,  must  be  given  to  the  founders 
of  colonies,  or  the  makers  of  roads  and  bridges,  or  bestowed 
for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  by  the  construction  of 
pantanos  andacequicu^  or  breeding  of  horses,  and  planting 
woods,  or  other  improvements. 

The  intention  of  this  system  of  detention  was  of  course  to 
separate  the  nobility  from  the  people,  and  prevent  their 
making  common  cause,  as  in  England,  against  the  tyranny 
of  the  crown,  in  emerging  from  the  dark  ages.  To  the 
honour  of  the  Spanish  nobles,  it  has  completely  failed. 
Although  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  framers  of  the  sis- 
tenia  was  to  exclude  them  from  participating  in,  or  taking 
any  part  in  the  government,  they  made  common  cause  with 
ihe  people ;  and  so  ardently  did  they  enter  into  it,  that  in 
1830,  out  of  forty  who  stand  at  the  head  of  the  nobility  of 
Spain,  twenty-four  were  still  impurijicados^  or  committed 
so  deeply  that  the  government  would  not  absolve  them. 
Of  these  some  were  personal  friends  of  the  king,  who  con- 
tinued a  kind  of  coquetry  in  private  with  them. 

So  entirely  are  these  illustrious  persons  above  the  feeliog 
of  ''  caste,''  that  the  greater  part  would  cheerfully  join  in 
supporting  the  sistema,  were  it  again  introduced.  Not- 
withstanding their  fallen  state,  the  adverse  party  dared  not 
meddle  with  them,  and  most  of  them  lived  unmolested,  al- 
though known  to  be  entirely  hostile  to  the  late  ministry.  In 
the  time  of  the  constitution,  many  of  these  individuals  waived 
their  rank,  and  enrolled  themselves  in  the  national  guard. 
In  one  family  the  eldest  son  died  from  fatigue  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty.  There  is  generally,  and  probably  truly, 
said  to  be  little  intellectual  cultivation  amongst  them,  but 
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the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed  is  ample  excuse,  and 
before  condemning  them,  we  should  look  to  the  situation 
of  similar  classes  in  6ther  countries,  where  every  human 
inducement  is  held  out  to  exertion,  and  pause  before  we 
estimate  bodies  of  men  by  the  individuals  who  may  be 
found  in  it  The  eloquent  writer  of  a  descriptive  sketch  of 
the  Spanish  nobles,  might  have  easily  found  many  who 
honoured  their  rank  rather  more  than  himself,  although 
they  might  not  possess  his  poetical  talent. 

In  dose  connection  with  the  nobility  are  the  great  orders 
of  knighthood,  which  are  regular  corporations,  with  lai^ 
possessions,  and  ample  privileges  and  immunities.  The 
members  of  these  are  chiefly  the  younger  brothers  of  the 
higher  nobility,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  secondary  and  inferior 
houses,  who  are  not  rich  enough  to  Uve  on  their  own 
properties,  and  enter  the  service  with  a  view  to  obtain  the 
eommanderies  of  these  orders,  to  which  stipends  are  at- 
tached. Many  of  these  joined  in  the  constitution,  and  were 
fubjected  to  the  same  ordeal  as  the  rest,  by  a  tyrannical  and 
illegal  suspension  of  their  orders  until  they  should  be  pu^ 
rified.  These  Dperations  were  carried  on,  by  express 
order,  by  secret  information;  the  knights  never  knowing 
by  whonoi  or  of  what  they  were  accused.  It  happened, 
as  in  so  many  other  cases,  that  the  dreadful  tyranny  of  this 
order  made  it  impossible  it  could  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  stern  and  stubborn  character  of  the  heads  of  these 
bodies,  who  fought  against  the  monkish  inquisition  at- 
tempted to  be  set  over  them,  with  the  same  obstinacy  their 
ancestors  opposed  to  the  moslems,  finally  triumphed,  and 
an  order  came  out,  I  think  in  1832,  after  nine  years  had 
been  consumed  ia  the  useless  attempt,  stating  that  the  plan 
of  secret  denunciation  was  found  impracticable,  and  that 
the  knights  must  be  tried  by  their  usual  laws  and  customs, 
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for  the  part  they  might  have  taken  in  the  disorders  of  the 
constitutional  system.^ 

Nearly  the  whole  industry  of  Madrid  is  carried  on  by 
strangers,  who  assemble  from  every  part  of  Spain.  The 
natives  are  not  only  unfit  for  woric  of  the  heavier  sorts, 
like  those  of  all  capitals,  but  in  the  departments  in  which 
they  generally  excel,  those  of  conducting  shops  and  detail 
business  of  all  kinds,  they  are  the  worst  in  the  world. 
The  dealing  with  the  common  tradespeople  is  a  matter 
of  obligation  and  difficulty,  and  you  are  robbed  by  a  set 
(almost  every  thing  is  excessively  dear),  who  believe  they 
are  conferring  a  favor,  in  condescending  to  deal  with  yon. 
Catalonia,  Valencia,  An^on,  the  free  provinces,  the  Mon- 
tana of  Santander,  Asturias,  and  Galicia,  furnish  quotas  to 
maintain  a  population,  which  declines  so  rapidly,  that  the 
second  generation  is  deteriorated,  and  the  whole  would 
soon  dwindle  and  perish,  without  the  various  recruits 
supplied  from  these  distant  sources.  The  vigorous  arms 
of  these  hardy  races  commenced  the  national  opposition 
to  the  yoke  of  Napoleon,  which  the  enfeebled  and  corrupt 
natives  of  the  place  would  never  have  done. 

Every  thing  is  exotic.  The  strawberries  are  brought 
from  Aranjuez,  thirty  miles  distant,  the  apricots  from 
Toledo,  fifty  miles;  peaches  are  carried  on  mules  from 
Aragon,  and  butter  from  Asturias.  Every  part  of  Spain  is 
put  in  requisition,  not  for  luxuries,  which  cannot  be  said  to 
exist,  but  to  supply  the  necessaries  of  Ufe  to  a  spot  in  the 
middle  of  a  desert,  and  which  would  soon  revert  to  its 
original  state  of  forest,  but  from  the  adventitious  aid  per- 
petually forced  upon  it.     The  difierent  branches  of  bn- 

*  The  official  term  in  the  time  of  Calomarde,  where  it  was  generally 
alluded  to  as  a  period  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  or  as  a  sort  of  inter- 
regnnm. 
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siness  are  carried  on  pHncipally  by  people  of  tbe  respective 
provinces  who  emigrate,  retaining  correspondents  in  their 
native  places.  Thus  oranges  and  lemons  are  sold  by 
Valencians,  dates  by  Murcians,  and  so  forth.  So  strong 
is  local  habit,  that  every  man's  origin  is  known,  and  in  the 
diario  the  usual  form  is  to  apply  to  the  Catalan  of  such  a 
street,  the  Valenoian  of  another,  and  so  on.  The  houses 
of  resort,  as  posadas^  and  ctisaM  de  pupihs  (boarding 
houses),  are  frequented  in  a  similar  manner  from  local  con- 
nexions, who  c<mgregate  in  the  ancient  mode  of  the  rest 
of  Europe. 

Several  causes   appear   to  combine  in   forming  the 
peculiar  character  attributed   to  the  people  of  Madrid. 
The  vie  easaniire  they  lead  in  a  place  where  there  is 
scarcely  diversion  or  occupation,  but  of  the  commonest  de- 
scription, and  n<me  of  the  mixture  of  rural  and  other 
amusements  which  all  the  capitals  of  Europe  in  some 
degree  share ;  the   want  of  literary  and  scientific  em- 
ployment, or  resources  of  any  kind,  but  in  the  frivolity  of 
common   Hfe,  nnaided  by  those  accompaniments;    the 
absolute  nullity  of  character  imposed  by  the  government, 
to  forward  its  particular  views,  which  required  the  grinding 
the  whole  mass  down  to  a  level,  in  which  no  point  should 
be  saleint;  the  habitual  course  of  intrigue  and  place  hunting 
which  is  the  occupation  of  a  large  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion; these  reasons  must  produce  their  natural  effects,  and 
may  account  for  the  dislike  frequently  shown  for  them  by 
the  other  Spaniards.     It  is  the  seat  of  corruption  of  every 
kind.     All  the  abuses  of  the  monarchy  centre  here.     No 
cause  so  bad,  no  crime  so  indefensible,  but  some  one  may 
be  found  to  undertake  to  plead  it,  in  this  medley  of  cha- 
racters, where  the  habits  of  intrigue,  and  circumventing 
or  supplanting,  are  mixed  up  in  the  dealings  of  society. 
Hence  the  want  of  sincerity  where  you  are  perpetually  told 
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of  frankness;  hence  unmeaning  professions,  the  soltdily  of 
which  is  soon  discovered,  if  put  to  the  test,  and  hence  the 
little  sympathy  with  the  rest  of  the  nation,  from  whom 
they  are  separated,  and  appear  to  hve  as  the  Inhabitants 
of  a  Lybian  oasis,  unheeding  the  whirlwinds  which  over- 
whekn  and  destroy  whole  caravans  at  their  gates. 

By  far  the  most  accessible  part  of  the  society  to  strangers, 
is  that  of  the  people  of  the  provinces,  who  are  brought  by 
necessity  or  other  motives  for  temporary  residence,  and 
retain  their  natural  manners  and  habits,  without  acquiring 
those  of  the  place.  Unlike  all  other  countries,  the  best 
manners  are  not  in  the  metropolis,  where  they  are  adul- 
terated and  mixed  with  those  of  foreign  importation.  The 
sterling  manners  of  Spain  must  be  sought  for  in  the 
country,  and  provincial  capitals.  The  trato  of  a  persQn 
of  either  sex  who  has  lived  much  in  Madrid  may  be  de- 
tected in  a  moment.  There  is  little  to  be  seen  which  cannot 
be  equally  well  observed,  with  greater  ease,  and  comfort 
and  facility,  in  any  other  great  city  of  Europe.  The  aim  in 
society  is  to  introduce  every  thing  new  in  style  or  manners, 
and  there  is  little  really  Spanish  in  the  place,  excepting  the 
prado  and  the  plaza  de  toros.  The  most  frivolous  im- 
portations, in  dress  and  manners,  are  daily  taking  place, 
and  their  assemblies  are  vapid  copies  of  Paris  and  London. 
The  system  ridiculed  by  Addison  of  bringing  puppets  dressed 
in  the  fashion  of  the  day  from  France,  is  even  outdone 
here,  the  modern  discovery  of  lithography  having  super- 
seded the  more  cumbrous  ancient  mode. 

In  a  city  constituted  as  this  is,  a  stranger  can  have  Uttle 
chance  of  making  way.  He  has  neither  lever  nor  fulcrum 
to  work  with,  and  the  accounts  of  those  must  be  received 
with  cautiouj  who  pretend  to  give  an  account  of  society, 
which  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  penetrate.  The  society  is 
at  present  confmed  to  domestic  or  small  circles,  with 
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scarcely  an  exception,  and  I  have  heard  that  being  inti- 
mate with  foreigners  was  looked  upon  suspiciously  by  the 
late  government.  There  are  no  literary  circles,  and  the 
persons  from  whom  information  is  sought,  must  be  seen  in 
private.  At  every  step,  a  foreigner  meets  with  vulgar  and 
ignorant  prejudice,  the  natural  result  of  want  of  inter- 
course on  the  part  of  people,  many  of  whom  believe  them- 
selves and  their  desert  superior  to  every  other  country, 
and  think  a  stranger  honoured  by  being  allowed  to  exist 
in  it.  The  unfortunate  circumstances  of  the  times^aggra 
vate  these  difficulties ;  literature  and  science  cannot  be  said 
to  exist  but  in  a  most  limited  degree,  and  are  in  little  es- 
timation, where  the  mass  of  society  is  uneducated,  and  un- 
conscious of  the  defect. 

The  individuals  who  are  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  in  too 
small  numbers  to  affect  society,  in  which  they  do  not  move, 
and  those  who  would  naturally  wish  to  favor  strangers, 
and  impart  or  acquire  information,  are  mostly  in  exile. 
The  sl[me  prejudices  extend  to  the  diplomatic  bodies  in  a 
still  greater  d^ree,  and  they  live  like  the  Europeans  at 
Pera,  forming  a  caste  apart  There  is,  however,  no  re- 
inctance  on  the  part  of  the  natives  to  partake  their  hospi- 
talities, or  solicit  their  assistance  if  jt  can  serve  them. 

So  far  different  are  they  from  the  rest  of  the  world, 
whose  manners  in  this  respect  are  not  imported  with  what 
is  frivolous  and  useless,  that  a  common  answer  to  appli- 
cations for  the  admission  of  foreigners  to  spectacles,  or 
other  places  where  permission  is  required,  and  where,  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  are  readily  per- 
mitted and  gladly  seen,  is,  ^'  Spaniards  have  been  re- 
fused, and  if  foreigners  are  admitted,  offence  will  be 
taken." 

So  far  is  this  illiberal  feeling  carried,  that  I  have 
known  instances  of  refusal,  where  the  being  a  foreigner 
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was  the  sole  cause  of  objection,  and  no  rank  or  situation  of 
native  was  any  ground  of  exdiision*  Strangers  are  (old 
these  things  with  the  greatest  frankness,  and  ih»  roost  cer- 
tain conviction,  that  they  nuist  see  the  propriety  of  the 
distinction* 

The  royal  Museum  of  Paintings  is  on  the  whcde,  beyo&d 
all  qnestion^  the  first  in  Europe,  and  contains  the  greatest 
pumber  of  good  with  the  smallest  admixture  of  bad*  of  any 
of  these  establishments.  It  is  composed  of  the  works  of 
all  schools  which  formed  the  royal  collections,  and  were 
dispersed  in  the  various  palaces. 

The  whole  of  these,  which  were  judged  worthy  of  it, 
without  exception^  have  been  given  up  to  the  public  curio- 
sity with  a  regal  liberality  which  reflects  the  highest  honour 
on  the  late  king^  the  more  so,  as  he  was  understood  to 
take  great  interest  in  these  spl^did  appendages  of  the 
monarchy. 

There  are  four  rooms,  parallel  to  each  other,  and  cob- 
nected  by  a  gallery  of  about  three  hundred  feet,  in  tbe 
style  of  the  better  part  of  the  Louvre,  which  runs  through 
the  centre.  The  Italian  paintings  are  at  present  placed  in 
it,  but  it  is  said  they  are  to  be  replaced  by  thoee  of  .the  lut- 
tional  schook,  which  are  at  present  in  two  of  the  side 
rooms,  two  others  being  occupied  by  those  of  the  Fleaiish 
and  Dutch  masters,  which  have  lalely  been  placed  in  thenou 
These  four  rooms  i^re  each  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length,  by  about  thirty-two  in  breadth,  with  pro- 
portional height,  and  for  the  purposes  of  exhibitjon,  are 
certainly  the  best  rooms  in  Europe.  As  fiwr  as  propor** 
iion  and  distance  are  concerned,  and  the  number  of 
paintings  occupied  by  each,  they  are  perfect,  and  the  ad- 
vantage they  possess  over  the  Louvre,  or  the  gaU^j 
at  Dresden,  or  any  of  those  in  Italy,  can  scarcely  be 
imagined.    They  are  sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose  of 
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grandeur,  without  (he  eye  being  distracted,  or  the  lights 
dashing  and  interfiering  with  each  other,  as  it  constantly 
happens  in  the  larger  galleries.    The  only  defect  in  these 
ooble  rooms  is  the'ir  being  lighted  from  the  ends  and  sides, 
iBftead  of  the  upper  part ;  which  proceeds  from  their 
not  being  originally  intended  for  this  purpose,  but  for  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History.     It  might  be  easily  remedied, 
by  sacrificing  an  attic,  which  1  beheve  only  contains  ser- 
vants^ apartments,  and  closing  the  side  and  end  windows, 
when  these  rooms  would  be  perfectly  unrivalled.    The  evil 
is  aggravated  at  present,  by  their  considering  the  ends  of 
the  rooms  as  posts  of  honor,  and  placing  the  portraits  of 
tke  Kings  and  Queens  of  Spain,  which  are  the  finest  works 
of  Velasquez,  in  lights  where  it  is  impossible  to  enjoy  them. 
The  general  entrance  is  through  a  portico  into  a  circular 
vestibule,  with  eight  noble  Ionic  columns  of  granite,  and 
a  dome  roof,  the  whole  being  about  sixty-six  feet  in  dia- 
meter, of  the  purest  execution  and  proportions,  which  may 
vie  with  any  thing,  ancient  or    modem.     The  Spanish 
wfaoob  are  incomplete  in  the  series,  and  many  important 
masters  are  wholly  wanting,  these  collections  being  almost 
exclusively  formed  of  the  works  of  artists  employed  by  the 
court.     The  principal  who  are  to  be  found,  are  Murillo, 
Velasqnez,  Juanes,  Morales,  Cano,  Ribalta  the  elder,  Ri- 
bera  (Spagnoletto),  Zurbaran,  Roelas,  Pereda,  Orrente, 
Juan  de  Toledo  (el  Capitan),  Cerezo,  Ma2o,  Espinosa,  Vil- 
laviceneio,  Valdes  the  elder,  <jollantes,  Pareja,  Palomino, 
Marc,  Pantoja,  Caxes,  Coello,  Sanchez  Coello,  Escalante, 
Bias  del  Prado,  Antonio  Castillo,  Leonardo,  Tobar,  Arias, 
Pacheco,  Castello,  Munoz,  Navarrete,  etc.^   jTlie  negative 
list  is  very  numerous.    Moya,  Cespedes,  Raxis,  Mohedano, 
the  two  Rizi,  Luis  de  Vargas,  Carreno  (of  whom  there  is 

*  See  the  names  of  these  artists,  who  chiefly  helong  to  the  school  of 
Castile,  and  the  works  of  several  of  them,  are  only  seen  here. 
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nogood  specimen),  Luis  de  Tristan,  and  many  others  of  greal 
eminence  in  all  the  schools.  The  ^hole  of  that  of  Granada, 
excepting  Cano,  is  wanting,  and  many  of  those  of  Seville, 
Valencia,  and  Cordova. 

-  The  Italian  school  containa  Raphael,  Julio  Romano, 
Titian,  the  Caraoci  (principally  Annibale),  Paolo  Veronese, 
the  finest  Raasanos  in  existence,  Pordenone,  Tintor^to,one 
of  his  most  curious  pictures,  giving  an  inside  view  of  the 
Sala  di  Dieci,  at  Venice,  with  the  council  seated,  finished 
like  a  Dutch  painting,  all  the  personages  being  portraits: 
Salvator  Rosa,  the  Poussins,  Luca  Jordano,  Guido,  Lan- 
franco,  Sacchi  (one  of  his  best  pictures)  and  some  others. 
The  finest  on  the  whole  are  the  Titians.  The  equestrian 
portrait  of  Charles  the  FifUi,  in  armour,  on  horsebadc, 
with  his  lance,  stands  in  the  first  rank,  and  has  probably 
never  been  equalled.  The  monarch  is  aged  and  care  worn, 
and  appears  to  be  ruminating  on  his  past  life  and  fotorc 
prospects,  as  he  might  have  done  on  learning  the  secession 
of  Maurice,  and  the  final  failure  of  his  long-cherished 
schemes.  It  has  been  under  the  hands  of  the  restorers, 
and  is  badly  placed,  in  a  site  allotted  to  it  as  a  post  of 
honour. 

In  the  Flemish  and  Ihitch  schools  are  chiefly  (bund  the 
works  of  Rubens,  Vandyck,  Teniers  (extremely  numerous), 
Snyders,  Rembrandt,  and  some  of  inferior  artists. 

Some  of  the  finest  works  of  Rubens  and  of  Titian,  and 
other  Italians,  are  excluded  from  these  rooms,  from  a  fas- 
tidious and  mawkish  delicacy  about  the  subjects,  some  of 
which  are  not  at  all  objectionable.  In  the  piezas  reser^ 
badasj  as  they  are  termed,  Rubens  may  be  seen  in  his 
glory,  with  his  imagination  heated  by  the  recollection  of 
Flemish  beauty,  which  is  shown  in  all  its  luxuriance,  as  if 
be  meant  to  exhibit  the  contrast  with  the  deaner,  and 
darker,  and  more  muscular  fornns  of  the  Spanish  fair^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  1«0 

The  worst  pari  of  this  noble  institution  is  a  gang  of 
restorers,  who  are  established  below,  and  carry  on  their 
processes,  which  the  Spanish  writers  justly  term,  horroro9o 
and  espantosOf  with  a  zeal  and  indefatigable  energy  worthy 
a  better  cause.  Every  picture  in  the  gallery  seems  destined 
to  undergo  their  discipline,  and  neither  age  nor  school 
escape  their  merciless  grasp.  They  appear  to  view  the 
inestimable  productions  which  are  successively  doomed  to 
pass  through  their  hands,  with  the  same  indifference  a 
school  of  anatomists  have  for  the  "  subjects*^  brought  be- 
fore them. 

Their  methods  seem  to  injure  the  Venetian  pictures 
more  than  any  other,  and  a  mode  of  disturbing  the  surface, 
and  then  glazing  and  substituting  varnishes  of  their  own, 
completely  alter  the  appearance  of  them,  and  would  asto* 
nish  the  artists,  if  they  revisited  the  earth,  and  saw  their 
productions.  There  are  pictures  painted  completely  over, 
and  the  celebrated  ^^  glory''  of  Titian,  a  large  allegorical 
picture  belonging  to  the  Escurial,  and  one  of  his  finest 
works,  when  I  left  Madrid,  was  approaching  the  close  of 
operations  which  woiild  scarcely  leave  a  touch  of  the  mas- 
ter uncovered.* 

A  worthy  individual,  who  is  the  chief  in  this  species  of 
industry,  inserts  his  name  on  the  back  of  some  of  the 
paintings  he  has  manufactured ;  like  another  Eratostratus 
consigning  himself  to  immortality  with  the  artist  who 
is  so  deeply  indebted  to  him,  for  disfiguring  his  works. 

•  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that  the  coflection  of  the  Escurial, 
which  includes  the  Peria,  and  Tobit,  and  Visitation,  of  Raphael,  and 
iQine  other  works  of  the  first  order,  the  whole  amounting  to  sixty,  arc 
Bot  included  in  this  list.  They  are  chiefly  Italian,  and  are  the  gid  of 
the  crown  to  the  monks  of  that  place,  who  have  the  entire  charge  and 
management  of  them,  and  although  it  is  a  royal  residence,  they  are  not 
IB  (act  the  property  of  the  crown,  but  by  the  peculiar  arrangement  of 
9pain,  belong  to  the  corporation  of  the  convent. 
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Thus  in  one  of  his  last  performances,  the  restauraeion  of 
the  Jubileo  de  la  Porciuncula,  a  large  painting  of  MuriUo, 
formerly  in  the  church  of  the  Capuchins  at  Seville,  is  in- 
scribed in  enormous  letters  at  the  back,  '<  This  work  of  the 
immortal  Muiillo  was  restored  in  such  a  year  by ." 

If  these  proceedings  be  not  stopped,  these  magnificent 
galleries  will  exhibit  a  very  different  appearance  in  a  few 
years.  Every  time  I  returned  to  Madrid  some  favorite  had 
been  removed,  and  the  fatal  "  Esta  en  la  restauracicm^  was 
appended  in  its  place. 

There  is  a  Gallery  of  Sculpture,  ancient  and  modem,  of 
which  the  last  is  the  most  interesting.  The  antique  con- 
tains few  even  tolerable  specimens,  and  none  pre-eminent 
The  works  of  Leoni  are  the  best  of  the  modem  school,  and 
the  group  of  Alvarez,  an  artist  lately  dead,  which  repre- 
sents Hercules  and  Lychas,  a  colossal  group,  the  principal 
figure  being  nearly  in  the  attitude  of  the  Milo  of  Lough. 
The  whole  school  of  Spanish  sculptors  is  wanting  in  this 
collection,  which  is  quite  recently  formed,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  means  may  be  taken  to  exhibit  the  most  beautiful 
series  of  national  art  any  country  can  boast.*  A  group  has 
lately  been  placed  there  of  a  style  neither  antique  nor  mo- 
dem, nor  of  any  of  those  described  in  the  sculpture  of 
Spain.  You  are  told  it  is  meant  to  represent  Daoiz  and 
Velarde,  the  two  officers  of  artillery,  who  rebsed  to  give 
up  their  guns  to  the  troops  of  Murat,  and  whose  murder 
at  their  posts  was  the  signal  of  the  commencement  of  the 
war  of  independence.  It  was  executed  at  Rome,  of  very 
bad  Carrara  marble,  and  brought  here  at  a  vast  expence, 
whilst  better  marble,  and  far  better  sculptors,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  country ;  and  a  large  sum  was  expended  in  the 
useless  task  of  celebrat'mg  men,  whose  names  will  perish 

•  A  beautiful  statue,  of  Leoni,  is  of  course  excepted,  as  he  was  a  fo- 
reigner. 
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only  with  the  records  of  their  country,  whikt  almost  every 
ODe  who  bore  a  distinguishecl  part  in  that  war,  was  under 
proscription,  or  in  exile,  or  had  perished  on  the  scaffold  by 
the  acts  of  those  who  planned  this  monument. 

The  Academy  is  a  separate  establishment,  with  the 
regular  organisation  of  those  bodies  as  in  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. It  cannot  be  said  that  it  has  been  the  means  of 
advaBcii^  the  art  of  painting,  which  has  declined  regularly 
smce  its  institution,  and  is  now  at  its  lowest  ebb.  The 
sculpture  is  much  better,  and  several  pul^lic  works,  now  in 
hand,  are  respectably  executed;  the  government  very  pro- 
perly expending  more  on  this,  which  seems  a  oational  art, 
than  on  the  decayed  sister  branch.  The  most  useful  pail 
of  this  institqtion  is  the  superintendence  of  all  public  works 
and  improvements,  in  every  part  of  Spain ;  by  which  regu- 
lation the  edifices,  both  public  and  private,  are  much  more 
r^golar,  and  have  better  elevations,  than  in  the  epoch  pre- 
vious to  its  formation,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
century.  There  are  a  number  of  painting^  of  the  old  Spa- 
nish masters  at  the  academy,  besides  the  usual  proportion 
of  copies,  studies  of  admisssion,  &c.,  amongst  which,  those 
ot  amateurs  are  allowed,  and  some  names  of  the  Grst  rank 
in  Spain,  are  found  among  them.  At  the  head  of  the  an- 
cient sdiool  are  two  semicircular  pictures  of  Murillo,  for- 
m^ly  at  Seville,  and  the  Santa  Isabel  belonging  to  the 
Caridad  in  the  same  city,  which  was  in  the  gallery  of  the 
louvre.  There  are  other  interesting  specimens,  which 
ought  to  be  removed  to  the  general  gallery.  In  the  list  of 
these  masters  are  Orrente,  the  elder  Rizi,  Cabezalero^ 
Zurbaran,  Cespedes,  Cerezo,  Pereda,  Carreno,  Antonio  de 
Castillo,  Herrera  the  elder,  Esteban  March,  the  Polancos, 
Viladomat,  Pacheco,  Antolinez,  Bocanegra,  and  some 
others,  most  of  whom  are  wanting  in  the  royal  museum. 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  acts  of  this  academy,  was  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


in  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

refusal  to  admit,  to  honorary  rank  a  distinguished  foreign 
artist,  who  resided  some  time  lately  at  Madrid.  The  being  in- 
scribed as  a  Spanish  academician  could  add  nothing  to  the 
fame  of  one  whose  name  must  descend  to  posterity  in  the 
first  rank  of  those  who  have  adorned  this  period ;  but  the 
refusal  to  grant  it,  on  the  ground  of  inferior  claims,  reflects 
little  honour  on  a  body  who  do  not  enumerate  a  real 
painter  among  them,  and  it  was  made  the  more  ridiculous, 
by  the  absurd  and  fulsome  compliments  lavished  daily 
upon  him,  by  the  very  persons  who  refused  the  nomination. 
The  many  excellent  engravers,  who  lived  at  the  end  of 
the  last  century,  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  small  number. 
Amettler,  a  Catalan,  is  living,  but  is  very  old.  Esteve, 
who  was  an  el^ve  of  Selma,  is  now  the  best.  He  is  en- 
graving the  Moses  striking  the  rock,  by  Murillo,  which  is 
in  the  Caridad  at  Seville.  The  plate  is  very  large,  and 
nearly  finished.  If  the  finishing  be  equal  to  the  design 
and  the  execution  of  what  is  already  done,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  finest  [Productions  of  modern  art.  It  has  the  in- 
valuable quality  of  preserving  the  character  of  the  master 
most  perfectly,  and  the  work  is  of  the  more  interest  as  I 
believe  it  has  never  been  engraved.  The  design  was  made 
by  himself,  and  he  has  completely  seized  the  manner  o( 
the  painter.  He  is  working  under  an  idea  too  rare  in  the 
present  day,  of  leaving  a  monument  of  his  skill,  to  after 
times.  He  is  unfortunately  portrait  painter  to  some  of  the 
royal  family,  which  occasionally  diverts  his  attention  from 
this  interesting  work.  The  reprinting  the  classic  Spanish 
literature  is  carried  on  with  some  activity,  and  the  academy 
are  understood  to  be  preparing  to  publish  the  romances 
and  other  works  which  are  out  of  print.  In  general,  these 
editions  are  of  inferior  execution,  and  far  below  those  of 
the  last  generation,  by  Ibarra  and  others.  Great  numbers 
are  exported  to  the  ancient  colonies,  otherwise  few  works 
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would  repay  the  expense  of  publishing,  in  the  present  state 
of  Spain.  A  number  of  translations,  of  little  elementary 
works  on  education  and  science,  are  made  and  making, 
in  popular  and  useful  forms.  The  works  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  are  in  progress,  and  are  as  popular  as  in  every  other 
part  of  Europe.  They  form  a  prominent  feature  of  the 
lilde  literary  gossip  of  Madrid. 

The  royal  Library,  which  is  placed  in  a  convent  near 
the  palace,  is  a  noble  establishment,  admirably  conducted, 
like  every  thing  in  Spain  when  they  once  determine  to  set 
about  it.  Every  facility  and  comfort  are  afforded  to  the 
numerous  readers.  A  revision  of  the  index,  which  ex- 
clodes  many  of  the  finest  productions  of  general  literature 
is  most  desirable,  and  it  is  lamentably  deficient  in  books  of 
reference  for  the  natural  sciences.  The  absurd  jealousy 
with  which  books  are  watched  at  the  frontier,  is  a  serious 
^il  to  foreigners,  and  by  far  the  greatest  inconvenience 
tkey  are  subjected  to.  I  had  once  the  greatest  diificulty  in 
extricating  the  few  books  of  reference  on  natural  history 
which  I  carried  with  me.  They  were  detained  from  the 
^ident  of  my  not  accompanying  my  heavy  baggage  at  the 
time  it  entered,,  and  their  release  was  only  effected  by 
private  interest  being  made  in  a  very  high  quarter,  which 
cut  the  knot  without  the  endless  delay  of  waiting  until  it 
was  unloosed. 

The  Armoury  contains  some  of  the  most  beautiful  spe- 
cJniens  probably  in  Europe,  especially  of  the  cinque  cento, 
or  the  fine  time  of  Benvenuto  Cellini.  A  catalogue  raisonn^ 
«  very  much  wanted  of  this  princely  collection. 

The  Museum  of  Natural  History  remains  much  in  the  same 
^tate  which  has  made  it  so  long  the  subject  of  complaint. 
There  are  interesting  and  even  splendid  individual  spe- 
cimens, but  without  connexion  or  system,  and  often  of 
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unknown  localities.  It  is  just  in  the  state,  as  to  utility  for 
purposes  of  science,  that  the  British  museum  was  a  few 
years  since,  from  which  it  is  at  length  slowly  emerging. 
We  therefore  must  not  be  hasty  in  censuring  the  managers 
of  a  country  so  unfortunate  in  financial  means  as  Spain. 
At  present  it  serves  as  a  lounging  place  on  certain  days  for 
the  Madrilenos.  A  chair  of  mineralogy  has  been  added, 
which  promises  to  be  the  best  and  most  useful  part  of  the 
establishment.  Lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
mechanics,  are  given  in  another  place,  by  an  able  and 
well  known  professor,  and  on  chemistry  applied  to  the  arts. 

At  present  the  administration  of  mines  is  decidedly  the 
best  organised  of  any  of  their  institutions,  and  premises 
the  greatest  advantages  to  the  country.  They  have  an 
excellent  laboratory,  and  every  facility  is  given  to  try  the 
productions  of  the  districts  which  contain  these  precious 
deposits.  An  opinion  prevails,  however,  that  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  Madrid  no  estabHshment  can  flourish  perma- 
nently. Like  the  canker  in  certain  soils,  which  destroys 
every  tree,  there  are  processes,  said  to  be  in  constant  opera- 
tion, capable  of  ruining  and  destroying  every  foundation. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  this  may  prove  to  be  an  exception. 

There  was  an  establishment  connected  with  the  cabinet 
of  natural  history,  which,  if  persevered  in  or  revived, 
might  be  of  great  use  to  the  neglected  study  of  natural 
science.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  animals  of 
all  kinds,  in  which  there  were  some  promising  scholars, 
directed  by  a  respectable  Frenchman,  an  emtgr^  of  the  first 
revolution.  Unfortunately  the  funds  have  been  diverted 
to  the  conservatory  of  music,  or  some  such  purpose,  and 
the  works  are  wholly  suspended.  The  few  people  who 
are  about  the  museum  are  fully  employed  in  preserving 
the  remains  of  the  departed  animals  of  a  menagerie  Ib 
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which  (he  Kiog  was  understood  to  take  great  delight^  and 
DO  prc^^ress  whatever  is  made  in  other  branches. 

Unluckily  all  the  most  eminent  men  in  Spain  quitted  their 
avocatioDs,  and  embarked  in  politics,  during  the  sistema, 
which  has  caused  their  being  banished,  and  the  evils  are 
thus  stUl  more  aggravated. 

The  liberality  with  which  all  their  institutions  are  opened 
to  strangers  is  highly  laudable,  and  any  one  who  has  occa- 
sion to  address  the  individuals  who  direct  them,  will  find 
politeness  and  facility,  not  exceeded  in  any  part  of  Europe. 
One  establishment,  that  of  the  mines,  not  being  generally 
open  to  the  public,  I  conceived  it  necessary  to  make  private 
interest  to  be  enabled  to  visit  it.  I  had  addressed  several 
persons,  and  met  with  the  usual  professions  which  are  the 
current  coin  of  the  place,  but  not  one  step  towards  verifying 
them;  at  last  being  weaned  by  the  same  repetitions,  I  went 
without  any  letter  or  introduction,  and  in  an  instant  ob- 
tamed  all  the  information  I  required. 

The  want  of  potable  water  during  the  summer  is  severely 
felt,  and  various  plans,  all  practicable,  excepting  that  the 
money  cannot  be  found,  have  been  proposed  to  remedy 
this  serious  inconvenience,  where  the  consumption  is  so 
enormous,  as  in  Spain.  The  same  want  is  seriously  felt  in 
the  cleanliness  of  the  place,  which  is  far  behind  that  of  the 
Moorish  town^  in  the  south. 

The  canal  to  connect  with  the  Tagus,  is  likely  to  remain 
anfinished.  There  are  large  building  speculations,  in 
which  the  principal  investments  of  capital  seem  now  to  be 
nuide,  and  the  city  will  in  a  few  yeai*s  be  very  much  im- 
proved in  architectural  effect,  as  every  elevation  is  obliged 
to  be  made  according  to  the  rules  of  correct  design. 

A  great  mortaUty  takes  place  in  some  winters  from  the 
^i^mic,  the  pulmoma^  or  pneumonia ;  inflammation  of  the 
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lungs,  which  is  often  fatal  in  a  few  hours.  In  the  winter  of 
1829-30,  it  was  said  that  thirty  thousand  people  died;  no 
doubt  a  great  exaggeration.  The  government  denied  the 
number,  which  they  said  was  overrated,  but  they  did  not 
state  the  real  amount.  The  air,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  winds  which  produce  this  disease,  is  piercing  beyond 
any  thing  to  be  imagined.  In  an  unusually  cold  period  of 
the  spring  of  1830,  when  the  air  was  perfectly  clear,  and 
the  ground  covered  with  snow,  I  could  distinctly  feel  the 
cold  of  the  air  in  the  cavity  of  the  lungs ;  a  sensation  I  never 
experienced  elsewhere.  No  doubt  the  evil  is  increased  by 
the  habit  of  sitting  over  the  braseros,  or  pans  of  charcoal, 
which  relax  the  system,  and  predispose  it  for  the  effect  of 
the  external  atmosphere.  Notwithstanding  the  piercing 
cold  of  winter,  and  that  the  reservoirs  of  the  Retiro  freeze 
sufficiently  to  allow  skaiting,  many  plants  resist  the  climate 
uninjured,  which  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  do  so.  The 
Chinese  mulberry,  morus  papyfera,  grows  to  a  large  size, 
and  the  melia  azaderach  thrives  perfectly  in  the  botanical 
garden.  There  is  an  instance  of  the  palm  growing  in  a 
sheltered  situation.  These  trees  owe  their  preservation  to 
the  heat  of  summer  and  autumn,  which  enables  the  wood 
to  be  perfectly  hardened  before  they  are  assailed  by  the 
winter  frost.  The  situation  of  the  public  garden,  which 
in  the  spring  is  a  delicious  promenade,  will  prevent  it  ever 
being  of  much  use  as  a  botanical  repository.  The  site  is 
badly  chosen  for  the  purpose,  and  the  natural  soil  indiffe- 
rent; but  it  was  made  at  a  vast  expence,  and  is  an  orna- 
ment to  the  metropolis.  It  serves  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
botanical  and  agricultural  lectures.  The  plan  of  Charles 
the  Third  was  magnificent  in  making  this  garden,  which 
was  intended  to  be  combined  with  the  formation  of  noble 
cabinets  of  natural  history,  worthy  the  capital  of  Spain  and 
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the  IndieSy  and  were  lo  occupy  a  range  of  buildings  along  ' 
the  Prado,  of  which  those  now  used  for  picture  galleries 
were  the  commencement. 

An  improvement  of  the  French  has  been  partly  followed 
up,  of  clearing  the  approach  to  the  palace,  and  making  a 
line  of  street  to  connect  it  with  the  Puerta  del  Sol^  which 
may  represent  Charing*crofls  to  London.  A  new  theatre 
is  now  erecting  on  the  esplanade  of  the  palace,  which  is 
modi  wanted,  but  it  is  too  small,  and  besides  an  enormous 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  in  Uie  solidity  of  the  walls,  is 
0M)8t  ificcmveniently  situated  for  many  quarters  of  the  city. 

The  common  building  material  is  grey  granite,  of  good 
quality,  which  they  work  with  great  facility.  This  in  general 
forms  the  foundation,  and  some  ornamental  parts;  the  mass 
being  brick,  sometimes  covered  with  stucco.  There  is  no 
good  classic  architecture  of  the  best  time ;  none  of  the  great 
Spanish  architects  having  been  employed  here.  All  the 
good  edifices  date  from  the  last  century,  and  are  chi^y  by 
Rodriguez,  Villanueva,  and  Sabbatini.^ 

There  were  an  incredible  number  of  paintings  in  the 
churches,  which  disappeared  almost  entirely  during  the 
occupation  of  the  French,  but  there  is  still  sculpture  re- 
maining in  many  of  them.  One  of  the  finest  paintings  of 
Rubens  is  in  an  obscure  chapel  of  the  Flemish  hospital, 
where  it  was  allowed  to  remain.  It  is  a  large  picture,  re- 
presenting Saint  Andrew,  exactly  in  the  style  of  the  St. 
Peter  at  Cologne.  It  is  dirty,  but  appeared  to  me  perfectly 
untouched  and  uninjured.  One  of  the  finest  pictures  of 
Cano  still  remains  in  a  chapel  of  the  church  of  St.  Gines, 
and  a  few  others  may  be  found  in  the  convents,  by  difierent 
masters,  chiefly  of  the  school  of  Castile. 

*  See  the  chapter  on  Architecture. 
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The  women  of  all  the  provinces  are  seen  to  the  greatest 
advantage  in  this  general  mart,  whither  they  are  brought 
by  the  various  motives  of  pleasure  or  amusement,  of  pro- 
moting suits,  forwarding  petitions,  and  seeking  places,  or  io 
the  still  more  difficult  task  of  soliciting  pardon  for  political 
offences,  a  constant  employment  at  the  time  these  observa- 
tions were  made.  In  these  various  occupations  of  preteU" 
dientes^  the  Andaluzas  have  long  borne  away  the  palm 
from  all  competitors,  and  so  established  is  their  repu- 
tation in  this  respect,  that  the  moment  the  Moorish  ac- 
cent is  heard  in  the  antechamber,  the  suit  is  considered 
as  half  gained.  So  formidable  have  they  proved  in  the 
more  serious  rivalries  of  the  sala^  that  it  is  understood 
a  tacit  agreement  exists  in  society  to  exclude  them  or 
prevent  their  exercising  those  fascinations,  which  the  Cas- 
tilians,  if  they  boast  purer  descent,  cannot  pretend  to  con- 
tend against. 

The  important  office  of  nurse  to  the  more  opulent  fami- 
lies, which  can  not  be  performed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  and  without  which  their  sickly  ofispring  could 
not  be  reared,  is  chiefly  supplied  by  natives >of  the  free  pro- 
vinces, and  the  Montana  of  Santander.  They  are  regu- 
larly advertised  in  the  Diario,  and  as  they  parade  their 
charges  in  the  Prado,  their  brilliant  complexions  and  luxu- 
riant forms,  with  the  magnificent  trensa*  attest  their  fitness 
for  the  office,  without  the  necessity  of  "  Personas  que  la 
abonen,^'  the  usual  form  of  advertisement. 

The  office  of  censor  over  married  persons  in  the  upper 
ranks  of  society  is  exercised  by  the  royal  person,  and  com- 
plaints of  infidelity  on  either  part  are  listened  to  with  com- 
placency, and,  as  far  as  possible,  redressed ;  the  offenders 

*  Trensa,  the  plaited  hair  hanging  down  the  back,  as  worn  I7  the 
women  of  the  north. 
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being  generally  ordered,  at  short  notice,  into  convents,  or 
banished  to  distant  cities.  A  grandee  of  Spain  was  very 
lately  confined  in  a  monastery  of  the  Guadarrama,  on  the 
complaint  of  his  wife,  for  an  iUicit  connexion  with  an  Ita- 
lian vocalist,  who  was  banished  the  kingdom,  to  the  gneal 
annoyance  of  the  musical  amateurs,  for  bringing  scandal 
on  the  illustrious  blood  of  a  great  house.  It  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  these  complaints  are  rarely  made,  and  that  the 
usual  revenge  is  retaliation,  without  having  recourse  to  the 
supreme  court  of  morality. 

There  are  two  principal  theatres,  which  are  worked  by 
the  same  administration,  under  the  Ayuntamiento.  There 
are  alternately  Italian  operas  and  Spanish  plays,  with  a 
propoi*tion  of  the  works  of  the  ancient  dramatists,  which 
are  occasionally  brought  forward,  and  afford  the  only  op- 
portunity of  seeing  any  thing  national.  The  sainetes  are 
weU  given,  and  represent  pure  and  unadulterated  pictures 
of  natural  common  life;  the  whole  scene  and  actors  being 
produced  with  a  truth  and  spirit  unknown  on  any  other 
stage. 

The  cafes  are  numerous,  and  are  much  frequented  by 
the  idle  portion  of  the  community,  who  pass  hours  in  them, 
without  the  necessity  of  spending  any  thing.  So  regular  are 
the  habits  in  this  respect,  that  if  a  stranger  enter  these 
places,  in  the  day  time,  he  has  frequently  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing attendance.  Before  I  lefl  Madrid,  a  miserable 
guinguette^  in  the  worst  style  of  a  tea-garden,  was  opened 
outside  the  gate  of  Alcala,  in  the  most  unfortunate  situa- 
tion which  could  be  selected,  as  there  was  not  a  tree  or 
shrub  in  the  vicinity.  Half  the  city  went  to  see  the  opening, 
and  all  ranks  were  seen  crowding  to  this  novel  display  of 
rural  gaiety,  which  commences  a  new  era  for  the  capital. 
^  The  country  on  the  side  of  the  Manzanares  is  much  better 

18  • 
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than  the  other  parts,  and  shows  what  might  be  effected  by 
plantmg  apd  irrigation. 

In.the  spring  the  scene  is  varied  by  visits  to  Aranjuez, 
and  the  number  of  vehicles  in  employment  sufficiently 
shows  the  taste  for  enjoying  that  deUcious  place  to  be  on 
the  increase.  The  magnificent  grounds  and  gardens,  re- 
sembling, on  an  infinitely  greater  scale,  the  academic  walks 
of  Cambridge,  with  the  eternal  verdure,  produced  by  using 
the  waters  of  the  Tagus,  would  constitute  beauty  any  where, 
but  it  is  vastly  enhanced  by  the  white  and  dismal  country 
around  this  oasis.  Unfortunately,  the  profuse  irrigation 
soon  produces  oAalaria,  and  after  the  solstice  it  is  no  longer 
habitable. 

The  other  sitios  are  also  visited,  but  the  Escurial  offers 
little  inducement  beyond  a  short  visit,  and  St.  Ildefonso  is 
too  distant  to  be  within  reach  of  every  one.  These  places, 
whilst  the  royal  family  are  resident,  are  subject  to  special 
police  regulations,  often  causing  great  and  useless  incon- 
venience and  vexation  to  individuals,  who  are  refused  per- 
mission to  go  there  on  the  most  frivolous  pretexts.  The 
prohibition  of  visiting  them  is  also  a  mode  of  punishment 
for  minor  offences,  and  it  is  often  inserted  in  the  royal 
edicts,  ^'  under  pain  of  banishment  from  Madrid  and  the 

With  the  partial  exception  of  Aranjuez  which  is  a 
thoroughfare,  during  the  period  that  the  royal  family  are 
absent  from  the  sitios^  the  buildings  are  shut  up,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  emigrates,  in  the  manner 
practised  in  some  of  the  German  watering  places. 

The  breaking  up,  in  order  to  move  to  the  next  place,  is 
a  curious  exhibition,  especially  at  the  Escurial,  which  is  the 
last  autumnal  residence,  and  is  succeeded  by  that  of  Madrid. 
It  is  generally  known  about  what  time  the  move  is  to  be 
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made,  but  the  etiquette  is  to  give  very  little  previous  notice, 
wben  all  is  confusion;  the  road  is  covered  with  vehicles  of 
aD  kinds,  and  the  most  motley  assemblage  of  travellers,  on 
horseback  and  on  foot,  and  in  every  contrivance  circum- 
stances admit.  The  scene  would  supply  a  good  pendant  to 
the  march  to  Finchley. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


IB4  RETCHES  IN  SPAIN, 


CHAPTER  IX. 

BuU  fights. 

In  despite  of  moralists,  economists,  Papal  iDJunctions 
and  recommendations,  for  I  believe  they  have  not  dared 
openly  to  prohibit  them^  the  national  sport  is  continued 
with  a  zeal  and  energy,  which  increase  rather  than  diminish. 
It  is  almost  the  only  sport  left  to  the  people ;  the  jealousy 
of  the  government  or  the  misfortunes  of  the  times  having 
invaded  every  other.  The  only  check  on  their  extension 
is  the  misery  of  many  cities,  which  cannot  afford  the 
expence,  or  can  only  do  it  at  long  intervals.  The  cost  of 
these  spectacles  is  considerable,  from  the  numbers  of  people 
who  are  brought  from  all  parts  of  Spain,  to  assist ;  and 
the  high  wages  paid  to  the  principal  fighters  on  foot  and 
horseback. 

It  would  appear,  at  first  sight,  that  the  breeding  animals, 
to  roam  for  four  or  five  years  in  wastes,  and  to  which,  so 
far  from  approaching  the  state  of  domestic  utility  that  con- 
stitutes the  value  of  their  species,  it  should  be  the  highest 
recommendation  that  they  should  never  have  seen  the  face 
of  man,  excepting  the  rancheroy  who  is  nearly  as  wild  as 
themselves,  must  be  bad  economy.  Theory  would  suggest 
that  these  noble  animals,  instead  of  being  immolated  in  a 
sport  against  which  a  powerful  party  in  every  part  of  Spain 
has  long  been  arrayed,  would  be  better  employed  in  agri- 
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cultural  labour.  The  writers  accordingly  declaimed,  and 
the  government,  yielding  to  the  clamour,  suspended  these 
spectacles  for  some  years.  The  moral  result  did  not 
appear,  but  the  calculations  of  the  economists  were  found 
most  erroneous.  So  (ar  from  oxen  becoming  more  plen- 
tifiij,  and  at  a  more  reasonable  price,  the  reverse  occurred, 
and  the  scarcity  of  cattle  was  becoming  a  serious  evil.  The 
reason  was  this.  The  breeding  of  cattle  in  Spain  is  a 
busmess  of  great  extent,  and  requires  large  capital.  In 
these  establishments,  the  calves  are  sold  for  one  purpose, 
the  cows  for  another ;  the  bulls  are  tried,  and  those  which 
pass  as  novillos  in  the  trial  made  for  the  purpose,  are  re- 
served for  the  glory  of  the  plaza,  whilst  those  which  refuse 
the  lance  are  consigned  to  the  inglorious  office  of  hus- 
bandry. The  proportions  bred,  of  course,  may  be  taken  at 
an  equal  rate  of  males  and  females.  Of  the  males,  pro- 
bably^ not  above  one  half  at  the  most  would  stand  proof. 
These  were  reserved,  and,  if  of  good  breeds,  were  sold  at 
high  prices,  which  indemnified  the  breeder  for  small  gains 
or  losses  on  the  others.  The  price  of  a  bull  of  five  years 
old,  of  the  best  breeds,  is  from  three  to  four  thousand  reals, 
from  thirty  to  forty  pounds.  This  large  sum  enabled  the 
breeder  to  dispose  of  the  oxen  at  a  moderate  price,  and 
many  found  it  impossible  to  live,  without  the  gain  resulting 
in  this  way,  so  that  the  supply  of  oxen  was  sensibly  dimi- 
nished, by  the  loss  of  the  breeding  stocks.  The  consequence 
was,  that  in  a  country  where  losses  are  positive  and  there  is 
no  elasticity  in  the  machine,  and  that  where  a  speculator 
loses  upon  one  calculation,  it  is  next  to  impossible  he  should 
regain  upon  another ,  it  was  found  prejudicial  to  alter  the 
system ;  and  the  advice  of  those  who  had  always  been  averse 
to  the  innovation,  and  predicted  the  bad  consequences, 
prevailed,  and  the  fights  were  reestablished. 

The  only  parts  where  the  amusement  is  really   krpt 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Ig4  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

up,  are  Madrid,  Pamplona,  and  the  large  towns  of  Anda- 
lusia, which  country,  is  in  fact,  the  head  quarters  of  the 
sport,  and  almost  ex<^lusively  supplies  the  toreros.  The  breeds 
of  bulls  are  extremely  varied,  and  occasionally  rise  or 
Call  in  value,  in  the  manner  of  the  races  of  horses,  even 
where  the  utmost  care  is  taken  to  preserve  them  pure  and 
maintain  their  reputation.  The  jealousy  of  mixture  is  such, 
that  when  a  bull  of  the  fine  breeds  is  sold  to  the  impre- 
mrios  of  the  plaza,  not  only  a  promise  is  exacted  that  he 
shall  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose,  but  it  is  usual  to 
return  the  skin,  in  order  that  the  owner  may  be  quite  sa- 
tisfied, by  the  marks  which  distinguish  each  herd,  that 
the  agreement  has  been  fulfilled,  and  that  the  animal  has 
not  been  changed. 

Andalusia  is  generally  considered  to  produce  the  best 
animals,  but  there  are  some  old  breeds  in  LaMancha  which 
equal,  or  perhaps  excel,  the  finest  of  Utrera  or  Medina 
Sidonia.  There  are  two  or  three  breeds  which  are  now 
seldom  seen ;  small,  active,  compact  and  true,  which  is  a 
requisite  in  a  good  bull.  The  races  which  are  most  es- 
teemed at  Madrid  are  those  of  Gaviria,  rather  a  small  kind 
and  of  a  deep  red  with  black.  The  common  manchegos 
are  a  compact,  well  made  animal,  with  long  and  very 
sharp  horns,  and  generally  of  a  brown  red.  One  kind 
is  now  extremely  rare,  which  is  small,  and  deep  red,  but 
of  prodigious  activity  and  vigour.  I  only  once  saw  this 
sort  exhibited.  They  are  considered  to  be  of  the  original 
Spanish  breeds. 

In  Andalusia,  there  are  a  great  number  of  kinds.  Some 
resemble  the  antique  bull,  with  large  crest,  and  fore  end, 
whilst  others  are  compact  and  clean  made  like  the  moH- 
chegos.  One  of  the  best  sorts  now  used,  is  quite  modern, 
called  that  of  the  harbero,  from  the  original  occupation  of 
(he  breeder,  at  Seville;  a  successor  of  Figaro,  who  is  making 
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8  large  fortune  by  this  strange  change  from  his  original 
profession.     The  Andalusian  bulls  have  less  reputation  at 
Madrid,  where  all  are  exhibited,  than  the  breeds  of  Castile. 
The  amateurs  justly  remark,  that  few  of  the  former  will 
stand  the  pike,  or  face  the  horsemen,  which  is  the  finest 
part  of  the  sport.  This  is  caused  by  the  rancheroSj  or  herds- 
men, in  Andalusia  being  mounted,  and  in  the  constant  use 
of  the  lance,  with  which  they  can,  by  wheeling,  and  taking 
him  in  the  flank,  throw  over  the  wildest  bull  instanta- 
neously, in  the  height  of  his  career.     The  consequence  of 
this  discipline  is,  they  are  frequently  terrified  at  the  sight 
of  the  lance,  and  seldom,  face  it,  whilst  the  others,  being 
tended  by  foot  men,  and  rarely  seeing  a  man  on  horseback, 
are  undaunted  in  the  arena,  and  fearlessly  attack  the  pica- 
dores.    The  prejudice  in  ancient  times  was  in  favour  of  the 
breeds  of  Castile,  if  a  Moorish  romance  be  credited,  where 
a  bull,  on  whom  every  description  was  lavished,  and  who 
was  at  last  killed  on  the  first  onset  by  a  Moorish  knight  at 
Granada,  is  stated  to  be  from  the  banks  of  the  Jarama. 
The  famous  race  of  Gaviria,  perhaps  the  best  in  Spain  at 
present,  are  bred  in  the  same  district,  although  they  are 
born  in  La  Mancha.    The  tending  and  transporting  these 
animals  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  furnishes 
employment  for  a  great  number  of  people.     There  are  in- 
conveniences and  interruptions  in  this,  like  every  other  oc- 
cupation. When  I  was  last  at  Madrid,  the  bulls  which  were 
on  the  road  from  Andalusia,  were  feeding  in  a  miserable 
pasture,  used  for  the  purpose  from  time  immemorial,  in  a 
village  of  La  Mancha,  when  the  alcalde  appeared  at  the 
head  of  a  posse  of  the  elders  of  the  place,  and  declared 
they  had  no  right  there,  and  that  he  would  impound  or 
shoot  them,  if  they  were  not  immediately  withdrawn.     It 
was  a  difficult  case,  and  the  biills  would  have  died  long 
before  a  decision  could  have  been  obtained,  so  that  they 
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were  obliged  to  submit  and  continue  their  inarch.  The 
fact  of  the  bulls  being  on  the  way  to  a  royuljiesta  was  of 
no  weight  with  these  authorities,  although  it  was  probably 
pleaded.  The  tenacity  of  the  alcalde  to  his  pasture,  was 
very  similar  to  the  feeling  of  the  posadero  at  Sacedon  to- 
wards the  gypsies,  for  assuredly  none  but  a  Spanish  bull, 
accustomed  to  live  through  the  summer  in  their  dehesas 
could  have  found  food  in  the  common  lands  of  Castile. 

The  other  provinces  furnish  very  few  additions  to  the 
breeds  already  enumerated.  In  Valencia,  Murcia,  Cata- 
lonia, are  none  of  reputation.  In  Aragon  a  breed  was 
utterly  exterminated  in  the  war  of  independence,  which 
was  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Spain.  Those  of  Na- 
varre are  celebrated  by  the  people,  who  consider  them  the 
best  in  the  world.  They  are  full  of  life  and  spirit,  and 
bound  like  deer  over  the  barriers,  but  their  onsets  are  like 
the  attacks  of  the  smaller  breeds  of  cocks,  and  do  not  afford 
the  display  of  strength  of  either  the  manchegos  or  Anda- 
luzes,  having  neither  the  size  nor  strength  of  their  larger 
compeers.  They  afford  variety,  however,  and  are  always 
well  received  at  Madrid.  The  only  kind  I  know  in  old 
Castile,  are  those  of  Salamanca,  which  are  powei*iul,  red, 
heavy  animals,  but  are  considered  unsafe  and  dangerous 
to  the  toreros,  and  are  seldom  seen  but  in  their  own  dis- 
trict. In  Estremadura,  and  in  the  other  provinces  not  enu- 
merated, there  are  none  that  I  am  aware  of,  reared  for  the 
plaza. 

The  greatest  requisite  of  these  animals  is  activity,  which 
they  possess  to  a  degree  unequalled  in  Europe,  and  only 
to  be  found  in  the  open  wastes  of  the  southern  regions^ 
where  they  are  bred.  The  leaps  they  take  are  extraordi- 
nary. They  very  frequently  clear  a  barrier  of  near  six 
feet  high,  with  little  apparent  effort,  and  without  nmning 
up  to  it,     I  have  seen  one  fly  upon  the  picador  in  the 
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maimer  of  a  lioUf  and  with  his  bended  knees  crush  horse 
and  rider  to  the  ground  underneath  his  weight,  without 
making  any  use  of  his  horns.  I  have  observed  a  bull  stand 
perfectly  still  for  a  short  time,  looking  steadfastly  at  his 
opponent,  then  going  coolly  in,  place  one  hern  under  the 
chest  and  the  other  behind  the  horse,  lifting  him  with  the 
rider  quite  up  to  the  extended  length  of  his  neck,  and  hold 
them  for  a  short  time  suspended.  The  horse  came  down 
quite  dead,  being  pierced  through  the  heart;  the  man  fell 
underneath  him,  but  escaped  unhurt 

These  animals  seldom  follow  up  a  successful  onset,  but 
frequently  appear  surprised  at  the  result  of  their  prowess, 
and  turn  in  another  direction^  To  this  circumstance,  and 
that  the  rider  generally  falls  on  the  opposite  side  to  the 
bull,  are  owing  many  of  their  escapes.  I  have  seen  a  bull 
transGx  the  horse  behind  the  saddle  girths,  producing  ins- 
tant death,  and  then  bear  him  out  on  the  horn,  with  the 
ficador  firmly  and  coolly  seated,  into  the  middle  of  the 
arena,  a  considerable  distance ;  and  shaking  him  off,  leave 
them  both.  Few  bulls  are  acquainted  with  the  real  use 
of  their  horns,  and  of  the  necessity  of  turning  the  bead  on 
one  side  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  them.  The  greater 
part  of  the  escapes  of  the  picjadoips  and  others  are  owing 
to  this  cause.  In  most  instances,  when  the  man  and  horse 
are  thrown,  the  bull  merely  uses  his  nose,  turning  them 
over,  instead  of  goring  them  with  the  points.  Some,  how- 
ever, use  them  with  fearful  precision.  I  have  seen  a  bull 
enter  the  breast  of  a  horse  with  the  poiyt  of  his  born,  run 
him  backwards  against  the  barrier,  and  never  cease  until 
he  fell,  dead.  They  ascertain  by  smelling,  or  applying 
the  nose,  whether  a  horse  be  dead,  and  seldom  touch  him 
afterwards.  The  profession  of  bull  fighting  must  be  con- 
sidered a  perilous  one,  yet  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  mor- 
tality be  greater  than  in  some  other  hazardous  modes  of 
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life.  The  number  killed  annually  is  very  small.  In  a  great 
number  of  fights  I  witnessed,  in  one  instance  only  was  a 
man  killed.  The  safety  of  .the  other  fighters  depends  in 
great  part  on  the  chief  or  leader,  and  the  commanding  the 
bull,  or  power  of  drawing  his  attention  to  another  quarter, 
is  one  of  the  essential  and  most  difficult  parts  of  the  pro- 
fession. This  is  called  Llamar^  or  calling  the  bull,  and  by 
some  is  exercised  in  a  manner  very  extraordinary,  the  wild 
and  furious  animal  obeying  his  voice  as  if  instinctively. 
Their  voices  seem  particularly  suited  to  this  purpose.  I 
have  often  noticed  the  mode  of  calling,  which  is  similar  to 
that  of  addressing  the  mules,  by  their  name,  which  has  an 
equally  powerful  effect  on  these  animals.  The  voice  is 
condensed  or  concentrated  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  seems 
to  proceed  from  the  chest,  not  being  audible  at  a  distance; 
but,  as  it  were,  pitched  directly  to  the  animal  to  which  it  is 
addressed.  It  was  said  to  be  next  to  impossible  that  any 
one  should  be  killed  whilst  Romero  was  in  the  ring;  from 
his  talent  in  this  respect.  The  instance  mentioned  as  having 
happened  at  Pamplona,  w  here  Montes,  the  matador,  gave 
the  bull  a  violent  blow,  was  a  departure  from  regular 
custom,  only  justified  by  the  imminent  danger  the  picador 
was  in,  who  owed  his  life  to  the  extraordinary  quickness 
and  presence  of  mind  of  his  leader. 

So  far  from  being  discouraged,  the  art  is  apparently 
rising  in  favour,  for  the  late  government,  who  were  not 
over  favourably  disposed  to  univei*sities  or  seminaries,  al- 
lowed the  establishment,  for  the  first  time,  of  a  regular 
college,  where  the  art  of  touromachia  is  taught  by  rule. 
It  is  at  Seville,  whence  most  of  the  corps  are  produced, 
and  the  chief  professor  is  Romero,  a  man  now  said  to  be 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  to  have  killed  six  thousand  bulls, 
without  ever  receiving  a  wound.  He  is  a  slight  made 
man,  still  quite  active,  with  the  face  of  a  thorough  Gitano, 
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or  gypsy,  of  which  race  he  is,  being  a  native  of  the  Triana. 
It  is  evident  that  the  suddenly  suspending  these  amusements 
would  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  and  loss  to 
Dombers  of  individuals  in  all  parts  of  Spain.  In  the  me- 
tropolis they  answer  a  double  purpose.  The  money  received 
is  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  hospitals,  whilst  the  hospitals  re- 
ceive a  large  portion  of  patients  from  disorders  caught  at 
these  same  representations.  Thus  a  double  circulation  of 
money  is  caused,  to  the  emolument  of  the  possessors  of  lands 
in  various  provinces;  the  ganaderos  or  attendants  on 
them ;  the  contractors  or  farmers  of  the  plaza ;  the  bull  fighters 
and  numerous  assistants,  of  all  ranks,  down  to  the  sweepers 
and  waterers  of  the  arena;  the  sellers  of  infirm  and  worn 
out  horses,  which  have  a  different  end  in  London  and  Paris. 
Finally  it  helps  to  maintain  various  vendors  of  drugs,  of 
sellers  of  wax  tapers  and  other  funereal  apparatus,  of  grave 
diggers  and  chaunters  of  masses  for  the  departed. 

The  arguments  of  the  tendency  to  harden  the  mind,  of 
these  exhibitions,  seem  more  difficult  to  answer,  but  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  they  have  that  efTect.  Certainly,  if 
it  be  taken  in  the  mass,  no  people  are  more  humane  than 
the  Spaniards,  or  more  compassionate  and  kind  in  their 
feelings  to  others.  They  probably  excel  other  nations, 
rather  than  fall  below  them  in  this  respect.  The  provinces 
in  which  the  worst  populace  is  to  be  found  are  those  where 
DO  bull  fights  are  seen,  which  is  the  case  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  Tierra  Caliente.  At  Seville  the  greatest  qfidon  or 
attachment  is  found  amongst  the  people^  but  it  is  shared  in 
nearly  an  equal  degree  in  all  the  towns  where  it  is  practised. 
The  famous  encierro  or  shutting  in  of  the  bulls  at  Seville, 
which  was  formerly  practised  at  dawn  of  day,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  curious  sights  of  the  whole,  now  takes  place  at 
night,  and  is  no  longer  permitted  to  be  seen  publicly,  on  ac- 
count of  some  disturbance  between  the  populace  and  the 
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military  on  duty,  which  alarmed  the  govermnent,  the  most 
timid,  when  the  public  were  concerned,  that  ever  ruled  any 
country.  It  is  a  fearful  operation  for  the  leader,  whose  life 
depends  on  his  keeping  his  horse  ahead  of  the  bulls,  which 
are  following  at  their  utmost  speed,  in  a  state  of  the  most 
furious  excitement,  from  the  novelty  of  the  scene,  and  the 
cries  of  the  rabble  around.  I  have  understood  the  ox 
which  heads  the  herd  is  strapped  to  the  saddle  of  the 
rancheroy  and  thus  forced  to  keep  up  with  the  fleet  horse, 
on  which  his  life  depends. 

Notwithstanding  the  prejudice  against  this  amusement, 
both  amongst  natives  and  foreigners,  it  will  always  have 
attractions  for  a  number  of  amateurs.  The  antique  and 
now  peculiar  beauty  of  a  well  filled  plaza,  the  enthusiasm 
which  excites  the  audience,  where  the  Spanish  gravity  is 
for  a  time  laid  aside;  the  sight  of  the  wpmen  who  are  there 
in  the  glory  of  the  national  costume,  which  is  still  held 
sacred,  in  a  sanctuary  no  bonnet  or  foreign  innovation  has 
yet  dared  to  invade ;  the  picturesque  variety  of  the  cos- 
tumes of  the  toreros,  and  the  ancient  style  of  the  algua- 
ziies,  who  clear  the  plaza,  and  assert  the  superiority  of 
civil  to  martial  law ;  the  inimitable  grace  and  serious  gra- 
vity with  which  the  salutes  are  given,  and  the  solemnity 
with  which  the  whole  is  conducted,  form  an  ensemble  which 
retains  its  charm  long  after  the  novelty  has  ceased,  and  se- 
parate from  the  mere  object  of  witnessing  the  destruction 
of  a  few  animals,  and  the  disagreeable  sights  which  are 
constantly  displayed  in  these  spectacles. 

The  arrangements  were  very  difTerent  in  early  times, 
when  there  were  seldom  or  never  regular  amphitheatres; 
but  the  Plaza  of  the  town  was  barricaded  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  spectators  attended  in  their  windows,  as  is  still  prac- 
tised in  many  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  Andalusia. 
In  those  times  it  was  the  custom  for  the  knights  to  enter 
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the  Plaza  on  their  own  horses,  showing  their  skill  and  know- 
ledge by  attacking  the  furious,  animal  in  the  mode  best 
suited  to  their  steeds  or  their  own  particular  management 
From  the  Moorish  romances,  it  may  be  inferred  that  bulk 
were  kept  in  readiness  at  Granada,  whenever  they  might  be 
required  to  celebrate  any  festival. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Government. 


The  extraordinary  state  of  government  in  Spain,  cannot 
justly  be  charged  on  the  present  generation,  on  whom  has 
devolved  a  mass  of  abuses,  transmitted  by  their  predeces- 
sors, and  aggravated  by  difficulties  and  disasters,  such  as 
no  country  in  modern  times  has  had  to  encounter.  These 
abuses  descend  from  the  earliest  periods ;  some  might  be 
traced  to  the  Visigoths.  Very  many  have  been  derived  in 
right  and  uninterrupted  succession  from  the  Arabs,  whose 
system  is  implanted  even  more  strongly  than  the  INorman 
usages  are  in  England,  and  are  seen  woven  into  the  web 
of  society  in  parts  where  the  prejudice  is  strongest,  and 
they  believe  themselves  pure  and  uninfected  by  them.  By 
far  the  greatest  proportion,  however,  date  from  the  Escu- 
rialense^  who  bestowed  the  time  his  father  was  unable  to 
spare  from  his  other  occupations,  in  reducing  the  most  in- 
dependent people  in  Europe  to  the  yoke  of  the  most  absolute 
government.  Jovellanos  ludicrously  compared  his  mania 
of  governing  by  one  hand,  to  the  management  of  the  mules 
in  a  coach  by  a  single  driver;  and  the  monarchy,  as  he  be- 
queathed it,  certainly  bears  no  inconsiderable  resemblance 
to  the  old  fashioned  vehicles  which  are  exhibited  occa- 
sionally in  the  Prado,  decked  out  with  gaudy  trappings,  and 
other  paraphernalia,  a  century  behind  the  rest  of  the 
world. 
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Many  of  the  curious  anomaKes  in  this  country  have  been 
produced  by  the  endeavour  to  adjust  the  yoke  to  the  neck 
of  a  people  naturally  extremely  impatient  of  it,  who  may 
very  easily  be  led,  but  are  by  no  means  willing  to  be  driven. 
From  these  combinations,  a  sort  of  compromise  has  often 
been  made,  and  whilst  they  were  allowed  to  enjoy  obtain 
degrees  of  liberty,  progress  was  made  in  destroying  the 
rest  Thus  it  happ^ied  that  until  the  invasion  of  the 
French,  no  people  in  Elurope  eiyoyed,  in  many  respects,  a 
greater  degree  of  practical  liberty  than  the  Spaniards,  and 
none  depended  less,  as  far  as  direct  interference  went,  on 
tbe  government.  The  taxes  were  not  heavy  in  general, 
at  least  they  were  not  felt,  the  expences  being  paid  in  great 
part  by  the  money  from  America,  which  was  circulated, 
aad  kept  the  machine  in  movement  Each  provincial 
ci^feital  was  the  centre  of  a  system,  revolving  round  its  own 
axis,  and  borrowing  little  heat  from  the  general  focus  at 
Madrid,  with  which  its  c(mnexion  was  little  more  than 
nominal.  The  subordinate  parts  of  the  system  partook  of 
the  same  character,  and  every  alcalde  was,  as  he  still  in  a 
great  measure  is,  a  sort  of  separate  and  independent 
authority,  hardly  acknowledghig  any  jurisdiction  but  his 
own,  and  with  difficulty  brought  to  obey  any  orders. 
The  same  spirit  of  independence  acts  in  another  manner. 
Where  open  resistance  is  impracticable^  or  unavoidable,  a 
sure  and  certain  mode  is  devised  of  effecting  it  indirectly, 
by  evading  orders,  procrastinating,  and  flghting  in  detail ; 
a  guerilla  of  bureau,  consuming  interminable  periods  in 
replies  ami  rejoinders,  and  finally  wearying  out  the  superior 
power,  or  turning  its  attention  to  other  objects.  This  is 
the  favourite  and  ahnost  universal  habit  of  the  country. 
Perhaps  from  a  natoral  disposition  for  it,  added  to  habit 
and  experience,  few  men  who  have  been  employed  in  office 
are  without  a  talent,  which  in  some  cases  is  very  extraor- 

13 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


194  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

dinary.  So  complete  is  the  system  in  this  respect,  and  so 
perfect  the  organisation,  by  mutually  assisting  and  conniv- 
ing at  the  game  of  each  other,  that  it  is  needless  for  those 
who  have  business  to  transact,  to  gain  merely  the  chief. 
They  must  have  the  consent  of  every  one,  down  to  the 
porter  of  the  office,  otherwise  some  obstacle  will  occur, 
and  their  object  in  all  probability  be  finally  defeated.  It  is 
one  of  the  besetting  sins  of  Spanish  administration.  The 
parties  who  act  thus  apparently  in  harmony  and  concert 
are  very  often  the  bitterest  and  most  implacable  enemies, 
seeking  to  undermine  and  destroy  each  other;  a  state  of 
things  quite  oriental. 

As  the  superiors  were  not  at  all  disposed  to  surrender 
the  power  which  was  certain  to  escape  from  their  hands  by 
employing  single  delegates,  a  strange  mode  has  been  prac- 
tised; of  neutralising  it,  by  appointing  parallel  authorities; 
employing,  instead  of  unity,  division  to  maintain  their 
ascendency.  This  secret  consists  in  setting  dignitaries  of 
directly  opposite  qualities  to  counterbalance  each  other, 
and  extends  to  every  branch  of  administration.  A  bold  and 
intrepid  officer  is  yoked  with  a  cowardly  imbecile ;  a  process 
analagous  to  the  uniting  dead  and  living  bodies.  Youog 
and  old,  corrupt  and  pure,  the  fiery  and  intrepid  with 
the  slow  and  timid,  are  seen  in  constant  contact.  All  these 
jarring  elements  are  so  poised  and  adjusted,  that  nearly  the 
whole  force  of  the  machine  is  consumed  in  friction,  and  the 
smallest  possible  excess  left  available  for  the  public  good. 
These  causes  will  explain  in  pai*t,  many  of  the  strange  events 
of  the  war  of  independence,  and  clear  questions  which  are 
otherwise  difficult  to  resolve.  You  hear  in  Spain  that  this 
independence  of  authorities  is  favourable  to  liberty,  and 
that  centralisation,  which  has  for  some  time  past  been  the 
aim  of  government,  favours  tyranny  or  absolute  power.  It 
may  be  in  part  true,  and  certainly  the  centralisation  in 
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France  is  one  of  the  most  durable  monuments  of  despotism 
transmitted  by  Napoleon  to  his  successors,  and  from  which 
the  release  will  be  most  difficult;  but,  as  far  as  the  reason- 
ing in  Spain  goes,  it  is  very  clear,  the  species  of  liberty 
resulting  (rom  such  a  state  of  things,  is  balanced  by  much 
greater  evils;  and  if  even  the  maxim  were  true,  which  it  is 
not,  the  same  principle  on  which  all  society  rests,  that  of 
surrendering  a  part  to  save  the  rest,  ought  to  apply  to  this. 
Of  late  years,  the  general  government,  owing  to  the  opera- 
tion of  these  causes,  and  the  difficulties  it  was  placed  in,  had 
no  alternative  but  to  concentrate  on  one  or  two  points, 
leaving  the  rest  nearly  unoccupied.  The  chief  of  these 
was  the  police,  and  the  next,  the  army,  as  will  be  men- 
tioned afterwards  in  their  places.  The  management  of 
government  thus  became,  in  great  part,  made  up  as  an 
affiiir  of  convention,  or  understood  formalities,  carried  on 
in  the  offices,  and  so  little  heeded  by  those  to  whom  the 
royal  mandates  were  addressed,  that  they  seldom  took  the 
trouble  to  read  them;  and  the  official  gazette,  the  only  one 
pennitted,  was  actually  kept  up  by  a  forced  circulation,  all 
empleadosof  a  certain  rank  being  obliged  to  subscribe  to  it. 
The  magnificent  language,  which  professes  every  quality 
that  can  be  required  for  human  use  in  the  utmost  perfection, 
is  preeminent  in  this.  So  malleable  and  ductile  is  it,  that 
the  public  acts,  ^icb  are  drawn  up  by  the  common  scribes 
of  office,  cannot  be  excelled,  or  hardly  equalled  in  clear- 
ness and  beauty.  They  serve  little  more  than  to  exercise 
these  persons  in  composition,  and  for  the  employment  of  a 
few  compositors  and  paper  manufacturers.  So  weak  is  the 
real  power  of  government,  that  the  soberana  voluntad  (the 
formula  of  office)  may  be  compared  to  an  African  river, 
which  bursts  in  a  full  stream  from  its  native  mountains, 
promising  fertility  to  distant  lands,  but  soon  meets  with 
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sands  and  deserts,  amongst  which  it  is  absorbed,  and 
finally  disappears. 

The  civil  administration  of  the  cities  is  vested  in  the 
municipalities,  who  have  powers  and  privileges  of  most 
unequal,  and  in  many  instances  undefined,  extent  In 
no  country  are  these  prescriptive  powers  so  strong.  The 
government  cannot  contend  with  them,  and  the  regal 
power  of  the  Re  neto  y  absoluto^  as  defined  by  the 
realistasj  is  as  nought  compared  to  that  of  any  ayunta- 
miento.  Madrid,  although  decorated  with  the  title  of  mny 
heroica^  is  only  a  villa  or  small  town  in  rank,  and  not  a 
city.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  in  the  latter  case,  the  power 
of  the  corregidor  would  be  too  great,  and  would  interfere 
Vith  ^e  royal  attributions,  which,  on  their  own  ground,  it 
is  judged  advisable  to  maintain  pure  and  paramount.  Every 
place,  down  to  the  smallest  village,  has  its  alcalde.  I  be- 
lieve they  are  always  appointed  by  the  crown,  excepting 
in  the  free  provinces,  where  they  are  elected  by  the  people. 
The  authority  and  consequence  of  these  functionaries  is, 
of  course,  extremely  varied,  from  the  Corregidors  of  the 
large  cities  to  the  alcalde  of  Orcera  and  his  coequals.  In 
the  country  the  functions  are  so  varied  and  extensive,  that 
the  recapitulation,  or  reference  to  them  alone,  forms  a 
small  volume.  This  complication  of  statutes,  often  ccm- 
tradictory,  is  addressed  to  people,  some*  of  whom  can 
hardly  read.  The  consequence  is  obvious.  The  onus  is 
thrown  on  them,  but  the  real  power  is  in  the  escrilnmos^ 
or  legal  advisers,  who  very  often  ruin  the  simple  alcaldes 
by  their  machinations  or  ignorance.  One  peculiarity  in 
these  offices  is,  the  power  given  to  the  alcaldes  of  villages, 
to  settle  disputes  in  matters  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
r^ab,  about  ten  pounds,  equal  to  twenty  pounds  in  England. 
This  is  done,  I  beUeve,  without  appeal,  and  saves  a  vast 
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deal  of  litigaiioQ  and  expenoe  to  the  parties,  whilst  it  tends 
still  more  to  keep  np  local  attachments,  and  the  feeling  of 
ifidependence  in  the  community.  Some  of  these  people 
have  exhibited,  in  our  days,  the  spirit  of  ancient  times.  In 
the  patio  de  los  naranjos^  the  Moorish  court  of  the  cath^ 
dral  at  Seville,  is  a  marble  tablet,  recording  the  names  of 
two  alcaldes  of  villages  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  were 
shot  by  the  French  army  in  the  war  of  Napoleon.  These 
men  voluntarily  and  deliberately  submitted  to  death,  rather 
than  give  up  the  names  of  the  parties  implicated  in  an  in- 
tercepted correspondence,  and  known  to  them,  respecting 
an  intended  rise  against  their  invaders.  Yet  these  are  spe-. 
cimens  of  a  province  where,  by  their  own  countrymen,  the> 
people  a»re  accused  of  lightness  of  character  and  unsteadi- 
ness, and,  by  foreigners,  of  fanaticism  or  ignorance!  Many 
similar  instances  occurred,  but  are  consigned  to  oblivion, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  And  a  similar  monument  in  a  place  so, 
worthy  of  containing  it. 

The  Escrihanos^  who  figure  so  much  in  the  economy 
of  Spain,  are  the  representatives  of  the  lowest  class  of 
attocnies,  supposing  that  a  stiil  lower  dass  existed,  and 
had  official  appointments  in  the  villages  in  England.  In  a 
country,  and  in  a  state  of  society  Uke  that  we  are  delineat- 
ing, it  is  clear  they  must  play  a  considerable  part.  In  fact, 
nothing  can  be  done  without  them,  and  they  are,  not  un- 
frequenUy,  almost  the  sole  authority  in  a  place,  capable  of 
reading  and  writing.  Notwithstanding  the  miserable  state 
of  the  rural  districts,  they  contrive  to  make  money,  and 
many  of  them  rise  from  this  humble  office  to  much  higher 
places  in  the  state.  Their  wretched  appointments  are 
consequently  objects  of  competition.  I  witnessed  the  exe- 
cution of  one  at  Seville,  by.accidentally  entering  the  plaza^ 
when  the  capuchins  were  bawling  out  the  last  words  for 
his  repetition,  announcing  to  the  crowd  that  they  had  done 
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their  duty,  aod  that  he  died  in  the  true  faith.  He  had  been 
superseded  in  some  viUage  in  the  vicinity,  and  assassinated 
his  rival. 

Little  attention  has  been  paid  latterly  to  the  hereditary 
claims  of  birth  in  the  disposal  of  public  office.  In  tad,  the 
contrary  practice  has  been  followed,  and  it  would  appear  to 
have  been  almost  considered  inversely.  Very  few  men  of 
high  rank  in  any  of  the  professions  were  of  high  lineage, 
and  the  feeling  was  supposed  to  actuate  the  late  King  so 
strongly,  that  it  was  one  cause  of  his  popularity  in  certain 
classes  of  society.  Amongst  the  old  Castilians,  however, 
these  innovations,  and  the  decreasing  respect  for  pure 
blood,  are  considered  amongst  the  bad  signs  of  the  times. 

The  system  of  what  is  called  police,  is  of  very  late  in- 
troduction, as  it  dates  only  from  the  last  invasion  of  the 
French,  by  whom  it  was  introduced,  and  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  mouchards,  and  other  abominations,  trans- 
planted from  Paris.  It  is  a  complete  exotic  in  Spain.  No- 
thing can  be  more  foreign  to  the  national  habits  and 
character.  In  the  most  tyrannical  periods  of  their  history 
they  bad  never  been  subjected  to  it,  and  they  were  the  last 
people  on  the  continent,  who  bent  the  neck  to  the  most  de- 
testable tyranny  which  has  fallen  on  Europe  since  the 
middle  ages,  from  which  England  alone  is  now  free.  It 
seems  to  have  succeeded  the  feudal  and  monkish  despo- 
tism of  the  dark  ages,  as  if  to  show  that  tyranny  was  in- 
herent in  man.  It  differs  from  the  feudal  domination  in 
being  a  low  and  vulgar  tyranny.  So  hostile  were  the 
Spaniards  to  its  introduction,  that  they  called  out  loudly 
for  the  inquisition  in  preference  to  it.  In  fact,  as  fisur  as 
the  public  are  concerned,  it  was  much  the  lesser  evil,  and 
more  victims  have  been  sacrificed,  and  infinitely  more  real 
oppression  exercised  by  it,  than  the  holy  tribunal  could 
have  effected  in  these  times  in  a  much  longer  period.   The 
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police  is,  in  fact,  a  political  inquisitioD^  a  dreadful  and  al^^ 
most  irresponsible  tribunal,  before  which  every  man  was 
liable  to  be  summoned,  and  no  one  could  retire  to  his  bed, 
daring  the  time  of  Calomarde,  with  the  certainty  of  passing 
the  night  unmolested.  It  has  succeeded  with  the  vigour 
of  youth,  the  decrepit  and  decaying  tribunal  of  the  faith. 

The  Inquisition,  which  at  one  time  justly  enjoyed  its  true 
reputation,  had  long  ceased  to  be  more  than  a  name,  as 
{ar  as  the  great  mass  of  society  were  concerned.  The 
conditions  of  taking  the  sacrament  once  a  year,  of  avoiding 
scandal  in  morals,  and  of  abstaining  from  attacking  any 
part  of  religion,  or  the  privileges  of  the  clergy,  were  suf- 
ficient to  keep  on  good  terms  with  it,  and  to  remain  un- 
molested. The  prohibition  of  certain  books  was  little  real 
evil  to  the  majority  of  society,  and  the  permitted  literature 
satisfied  the  greater  part.  More  liberty  of  writing  was  al- 
lowed, fifty  years  since,  than  is  in  our  days,  or  was  in  the 
time  of  ISapoleon. 

The  office  of  police  is,  in  many  instances,  superior  and 
paramount  to  all  others,  military,  civil,  or  ecclesiastic;  the 
powers  being  derived,  in  the  times  we  speak  of,  directly 
from  the  chief  or  apostolic  branch  of  the  government.  In 
the  fortresses  and  places  of  war,  the  duty  frequently  de- 
volved on  the  military  commandant,  who  united  that  with 
his  own  and  several  other  functions;  but  in  no  instance, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  was  it  given  to  the  Captain  general,  ap- 
parently, because  it  would  have  given  too  great  power  and 
unity  of  action,  and  would  have  been  a  departure  from  the 
favorite  maxim  of  Spanish  administration,  divide  etimper a  ^ 
over  their  subordinate  officers.*  The  dreadful  history  of 
Torrijos  elucidates  the  manner  in  which  these  functions 
were  mixed  up.   Previously  to  that,  which  closed  the  feeble 

*  See  the  chapter  on  the  Army  and  Captain  general. 
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attempts  in  the  south,  there  had  been  another  display  of  it 
After  the  failure  of  the  attempts  of  Mina  and  others  on  the 
French  frontiers,  and  in  Qalicia,  all  appeared  quiet,  and  it 
was  announced  in  the  gazette,  that  all  the  Peniosida,  Por- 
tugal being  at  this  time  under  the  protecting  egis  of  the 
Apostolic  government,  and  generally  mentioned  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  whole,  enjoyed  '^  incomparable  froiif t«7t- 
dad.^  At  this  instant  all  Andalusia  was  cm  the  point  of 
breaking  out  in  open  insurrection.  The  assassination  of 
the  Governor  of  Cadiz  was  the  first  wgnal  which  roused  the 
sleeping  authorities,  on  the  reports  of  whom  this  precious 
proclamation  had  been  issued  and  the  government  believed 
every  thing  to  be  quiet.  A  show  of  vigour  was  then  at- 
tempted, in  order  to  make  up  for  former  supineness  and 
neglect.  The  Captain  general  had  previously  reported 
what  was  going  on,  of  which  all  the  particulars  were  in 
his  possession.  The  characteristic  answer  to  his  report 
was  to  require  him  to  give  up  his  authorities,  who  would 
have  been  treated  as  accomplices.  This  he  peremptorily 
refused  to  do,  and  during  the  discussion  the  plan  was  ri- 
pening, and  nearly  succeeded.  They  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded to  arrest,  in  the  towns  near  Cadiz,  every  rank  and 
class  of  persons.  No  distinction  was  made,  and  the  blind 
god  appeared  to  have  presided  at  the  issuing  the  mandates. 
All  who  were  thi^  arrested,  were  ordered  to  Seville,  and  I 
happened  to  be  lodged  in  the  posada,  to  which,  by  the  in- 
terest of  the  landlord  with  the  police,  they  were  directed. 
Successive  arrivals  took  place,  of  persons  who  had  been 
taken  from  their  homes,  without  a  shadow  of  crime  being 
alleged  against  them,  or  any  steps  taken  to  investigate  their 
cases^  They  were  ordered  to  banishment,  many  to  Estre- 
madura,  and  some  to  Oviedo,  a  month^s  journey.  Several 
were  people  whose  families  depended  on  their  daily  exer- 
tions for  their  support.    The  quiet,  patient,  and  cheerful  de- 
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meanour  of  these  persons  was  very  striking,  and  every  as- 
sistance and  sympathy  in  the  power  of  a  humane  people, 
was  given  by  their  friends  and  acquaintances.  The  Cap- 
tain general  interfered  as  much  as  he  could  do,  and  softened 
the  Cite  of  many  of  them.  Most  fortunately  it  happened 
that  this  dreadful  power  had  been  conferred  on  an  indi- 
vidual, who  was  equally  stupid  and  ignorant,  as  he  was 
reckless  of  the  Uberty  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

When  the  cases  were  examined,  it  was  found,  not  only 
that  (hey  were  innocent,  I  believe,  without  exception ;  but 
that  most  of  them  were  tried  men,  capable  of  standing  the 
severest  ordeal  of  purification.  They  were  accordingly 
allowed  to  return  by  degrees  to  their  homes,  whence  they 
had  been  thus  unjustly  torn.  It  was  at  the  period  these 
transactions  were  going  on,  that  Jose  Maria  was  robbing  in 
sight  of  Seville  during  the  whole  day,  proving,  if  necessary, 
that  "  police^^  was  merely  a  political  machine.^  When 
every  thing  was  restored  to  tranquillity,  it  became  a  ques- 
tion how  to  dispose  of  the  individual  who  had  caused 
these  excesses  to  be  conunitted.  The  allowing  him  to  re- 
tain the  situation  of  subdelegado  at  Xeres,  in  which  capa- 
city he  might  repeat  the  operation,  and  endanger  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  province,  was  out  of  the  question,  and  his 
forced  removal  would  not  have  suited  the  views  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  which  he  had  given  such  proofs  of  zeal  and 
devotion.  The  course  was  accordingly  adopted,  so  well 
known  in  Spanish  administration.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  same  situation  as  he  held ;  at  Seville,  and  as  it  was  a  no- 
minal promotion  he  could  not  refuse  it.  It  gave  him  ap- 
parently more  power;  but,  in  reality,  by  placing  him  under 
the  eagle  eye  and  talons  of  the  Captain  general,  he  was 
rendered  powerless,  and  annihilated.     Twas  at  Seville 

*  See  the  chapter  on  Robbers. 
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when  he  made  his  appearance,  not  at  all  to  the  joy  of  the 
inhabitants.  His  fame  had  preceded  him,  and  I  saw  some 
of  his  oflBcial  visits  paid.     I  happened  to  be  present  when 
he  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  Captain  general.    This 
was  equivalent  to  an  order ^  which  he  durst  not  refuse,  but 
he  never  tasted  any  thing  during  the  whole  repast,  recall- 
ing traditional  stories  of  past  times  in  the  navy  :  a  strange 
sight  at  a  convite  in  Spain,  and  in  a  very  hospitable  house, 
showing  very  strongly  the  situation  he  stood  in  with  the 
firm  and  fearless  chief  of  the  province.    Another  instance 
came  under  my  own  observation,  of  the  distribution  of 
these  powers.  I  arrived  at  Puycerda,  in  Catalonia,  in  1880, 
intending  to  enter  on  that  side,  in  company  with  my  friend 
Mr.  Lyell,  to  visit  the  district  of  Olot     The  place  is  a 
kind  of  fortress,  with  a  small  garrison,  close  to  the  fron- 
tier, on  the  upper  Segre.   The  alcalde  was  aCarlist  of  tried 
strength,  and  had  long  been  the  detestation  of  the  whole 
province,  to  which  he  was  perfectly  known.    1  soon  found 
there  were  obstacles  about  signing  my  passport     In  the 
interviews  I  had  with  him,  he  gave  always  as  a  reason  for 
delay,  that  he  had  not  received  the  necessary  "orders" 
to  do  so.     As  there  was  no  paramount  authority,  the  mi- 
litary commandant  declaring  that  he  could  not  interfere, 
it  was  clear  from  whom  the  instructions  came.  It  was  from  a 
'*  comite  directeur"  of  priests,  one  of  whom  appeared  at 
the  last  interview,  and  questioned  me  himself.   They  con- 
ceived from  my  accent  differing  from  that  of  the  rude  na- 
tives around,  that  I  was  not  a  foreigner,  and  that  I  was 
an  emissary  of  Mina,  who  was  on  the  other  frontier.   Their 
dastardly  fears,  for  their  hair  stood  on  end  when  they 
spoke  of  him,  were  the  only  excuse  for  this  conduct;  and 
they  were  so  far  right,  that,  if  he  had  succeeded,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  alcalde  would  have  been  made  an  example  of, 
as  he  merited.     He  fell  under  the  fatal  displeasure  of  the 
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Captain  general  of  the  province,  whose  passport  I  had, 
having  been  so  imprudent  as  to  state,  that  he  was  indepen- 
dent of  his  authority.  This  miserable  junta  completely 
prevented  my  entering  Spain  at  that  point,  and  had  I  not 
been  cautious  to  remain  on  the  French  side  of  the  fron- 
tier, after  I  obtained  information  that  it  was  no  longer  safe 
to  pass  it,  I  should  have  been  arrested. 

When  these  observations  were  commenced,  the  system 
was  not  universally  introduced,  and  I  witnessed  the  first  at- 
tempt to  do  it,  in  a  remote  place  of  upper  Aragon,  which  it 
was  reaching  like  the  '*  invisible  and  creeping  wind."  I  was 
lodged  in  a  private  house,  and  the  military  conunandant  of  the 
fortsenttoknow,  who  the  stranger  was.  Theanswer,  which 
I  heard  given,  was  firm  and  respectful,  that  he  had  no  juris- 
diction in  the  place,  and  that  it  only  concerned  the  civil  au- 
thorities. In  a  few  months,  however,  an  order  came, 
constituting  the  same  person  chief  of  the  police  of  the 
district  The  passports  of  the  military  are  signed  daily  by 
their  respective  chiefs.  It  was  a  great  advantage  to  a  tra- 
veller, when  he  could  pass  under  their  authority,  onaccount 
of  the  greater  regularity  and  celerity  of  dispatching  busi- 
ness ;  but,  latterly,  after  the  revolution  of  July,  it  was  no 
longer  practicable,  peremptory  orders  being  issued  that 
they  were,  without  distinction,  to  be  subordinate  to  the  ge- 
neral police. 

The  manner  in  which  the  police  system  has  taken  root 
is  a  decisive  proof  of  the  aptitude  of  the  Spaniards  to  second 
an  active  government,  and  the  vigour  and  activity  of  its 
administration  would  astonish  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
usual  mode  of  conducting  Spanish  afiairs.  From  the  na- 
ture of  it,  and  from  the  existence  of  the  government  de- 
pending on  it,  the  more  unintelligent,  and  in  fact  the  refuse 
of  society  were  those  in  general  entrusted  with  the  exercise 
of  its  awful  powei^.  In  theory  nothing  could  be  more  ar- 
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bitrary  than  the  laws.    Every  person,  without  exception, 

was  compelled  to  take  a  carta  de  seguridad  to  prevent 

being  arrested  in  his  own  house,  and  when  he  travelled 

ever  so  short  a  distance,  to  take  a  passport,  which  must 

be  signed  every  day,  whilst  he  was  moving ;  the  residence 

in  places  being  accounted  for  by  the  dates  of  arrival  and 

departure.    Any  deviation  from  this  rule  was  punished  by 

a  heavy  fine  for  every  day  that  was  deficient.    This  was 

levied  by  the  next  office,  summarily,  and  without  appeal, 

and  the  employment  of  the  clerks  was  to  compare  the 

dates,  and  search  back  for  any  defalcation.     I  knew  an 

instance  of  a  poor  muleteer  being  fined  sixty  dollars  for 

accumulated  arrears  of  this  kind.    It  is  needless  to  observe 

that  the  whole  system  of  cartas  de  seguridad  is  borrowed 

from  the  French.     Every  thing,  to  the  miserable  extortion 

of  a  few  sous  for  a   provisory  passport,  at  the  frontier, 

under  the  pretence  of  sending  the  real  one  to  Madrid,  is 

adopted  from  the  same   quarter,  where  the  successive 

changes  have  had  no  effect  in  wiping  off  this  stigma  on  a 

country  like  France.     So  far  is  it  from  being  abated,  that 

it  increases,  whilst,  under  Charles  the  Tenth,  it  had  reached 

its  minimum  of  intensity. 

So  far  from  this  daily  inspection  operating  against  tra- 
vellers who  have  nothing  to  fear,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  an 
advantage  to  them.  By  constant  repetition  it  becomes  a 
mere  form.  The  mode  it  is  frequently  exercised  in  the 
posadas  is  by  a  character  coming  in  in  the  evening,  with 
an  inkhorn,  who  takes  his  seat  in  the  kitchen,  amidst  the 
(Cooking  and  other  apparatus,  going  through  the  ceremony, 
to  which  grandee  and  beggar  must  alike  submit.  In  places 
where  there  is  only  a  single  house,  the  ventero  signs,  and 
there  is  even  a  form  prescribed  to  be  followed  when  the 
night  is  unavoidably  passed  in  despoblados^  and  no  sig- 
'  nature  can  be  obtained,  as  it  happened  to  me  in  the  Sierra 
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ie  Segura.  The  correctives  to  the  exercise  of  this  engine 
were,  the  slowness  and  stupidity  of  the  organs  employed; 
Ihe  strong  and  invincible  repugnanceof  the  people  to  it;  the 
corruption  of  it  in  common  with  every  other  branch  of 
administration,  and  the  mutual  deference  and  respect  to 
each  other,  held  by  every  class  of  Spaniards,  on  which 
the  national  manners  are  based.  From  this  last  cause, 
customs  which  are  conunon  in  France,  would  not  be  to- 
lerated in  this  country.  No  gens  (Tarmes  would  for  a 
moment  be  permitted  to  go  round  a  table  where  people 
were  dining,  with  their  hats  on,  and  sabres  clanking  in  the 
disgusting  manner  which  is  increasing  rather  than  di- 
minishing in  France.  I  had  more  real  trouble  with  the 
poUce,  in  ten  days,  between  Dieppe  and  Bayonne,  than  in 
Spain,  during  as  many  months.  Strangers  are  perhaps 
less  troubled  with  it  than  the  natives,  at  least  those  who 
have  no  suspicious  appearance,  or  have  not  by  their  im- 
prudence committed  themselves  with  the  authorities.  The 
nmk  of  a  British  officer  is  a  powerful  recommendation, 
and  I  found  it  infinitely  better  than  travelling  en  bourgeois 
which  I  at  first  tried.  I  have  repeatedly  been  excused  per- 
sonal attendance  where  the  law  was  very  severe,  by 
merely  sending  a  civil  message  to  the  suhdelegado  to  say, 
that  I  was  ready  to  do  so  if  he  required  me,  but  that  other- 
wise I  begged  to  be  excused.  In  the  capital,  personal  at- 
tendance is  generally  indispensable,  especially  if  permission 
is  asked  to  go  to  the  sitios,  whilst  the  royal  family  are  in 
residence ;  and  much  vexation  to  individuals  was  caused 
by  impertinent  enquiries  and  delays  frequently  interposed 
under  frivolous  pretexts;  but  strangers  are  Httle  subjected 
to  these  inconveniences.  At  the  commencement  of  the  sys- 
tem the  plan  was  adopted,  borrowed  from  the  French 
republicans,  of  appointing  chiefs  of  inspection  to  towns 
and  districts.     A  part  of  their  duty  was  to  become  per- 
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sonally  acquainted  with  the  parties  under  their  surveil- 
lance. One  of  these  functionaries,  soon  after  taking 
command,  sent  a  civil  message  to  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance 
to  say,  that  in  the  course  of  duty  he  must  pay  her  a  visit, 
and  begged  her  to  fix  the  time.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  after  a  very  polite  interview,  he  told  her  that  he  was 
quite  satisfied,  and  that  to  make  her  entirely  easy,  he  should 
send  her  a  copy  of  his  report  to  government,  which  stated, 
that  she  was  a  perfectly  good  subject,  and  that  nothing 
should  be  believed  to  her  prejudice.  She  was  of  course 
highly  satisfied,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  lauding 
the  liberality  of  the  party.  A  few  months  afterwards  he 
was  removed,  and  the  people  in  the  oflBce  being  changed, 
a  friend  of  hers  was  appointed  to  fill  a  situation  in  it.  By 
accidental  conversation  on  the  subject,  this  person  told  her 
she  had  been  completely  deceived,  and  that  the  report  she 
had  seen  was  pseudo,  and  not  the  real  one,  of  which  he 
gave  her  a  copy.  This  document  set  forth,  that  she  was  a 
most  dangerous  person,  capable  not  only  of  exciting  a  city, 
but  of  setting  a  whole  province  in  flames,  and  that  no  vi- 
gilance could  be  too  great  in  watching  her  motions.  So  far 
he  was  correct,  that  she  united  solid  education  and  know- 
ledge with  the  grace  and  fascination  of  Andalusia,  and  might, 
if  she  had  chosen  to  exert  her  talents,  have  effected  mischief 
to  a  cause  to  which  scarcely  any  Andaluza  has  any  predi- 
lection; but  this  oriental  mode  of  dealing  reflects  little 
honour  on  the  individual.  This  transaction  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  drawn  from  the  archives  of  the  empire,  so 
exactly  does  it  resemble  some  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
period.  The  kind  of  talent  possessed  by  the  individual  who 
conducted  this  operation  was  too  valuable  to  be  overlooked 
by  Calomarde,  and  he  rose  rapidly  to  one  of  the  highest 
offices  in  Spain. 
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THE  ROADS. 


MoRB  has  been  done  in  Spain  since  the  peace,  consider- 
ing the  means  of  the  government,  and  the  local  difficulties, 
in  improving  the  old  and  in  making  new  roads,  than  in 
any  country  in  Europe.  If  the  present  system  be  perse- 
vered in,  of  ^diich  there  is  every  probability,  as  all  parties 
are  equally  desirous  of  doing  so,  in  a  few  years,  every 
principal  place  in  the  country  will  be  made  easy  of  access. 
The  great  line  of  road,  between  the  capital  and  Bayonne, 
has  been  entirely  remade,  and  is  now  equal  to  most  in 
Europe.  The  branch  from  Burgos  to  Valladolid  might 
be  supposed  to  be  made  by  Mc  Adam.  Another  branch  to 
Santander  is  now  open,  after  very  great  exertion.  There 
is  a  tolerable  road  from  Y ittoria  to  Bilbao,  with  a  branch 
from  that  city  directly  to  the  great  line  of  Madrid ;  another 
shorter  line  is  also  constructing,  and  there  is  a  communi- 
cation with  Castro,  a  small  town  on  the  coast,  between 
Bilbao  and  Santander.  A  coast  road,  or  longitudinal  line, 
to  connect  the  northern  provinces,  is  entirely  wanting.  At 
present  the  lines  are  all  lateral,  leading  only  from  the  in- 
terior to  points  on  the  shore;  and  the  numerous  estuaries 
and  rivers  form  strong  impediments  to  the  construction 
of  better  communications  in  countries  so  poor  and  thinly 
peopled,  and  at  present,  almost  without  commerce.  From 
Tolosa,on  the  great  road  to  Madrid,  there  is  a  communica- 
tion with  Pamplona,  Zaragoza,  and  Barcelona  by  diligences 
and  canal,  making  the  line  of  the  Ebro  complete.  The 
new  road  fromVittoria  to  Pamplona,  which  has  been  made 
at  a  vast  and  unnecessary  expence,  from  the  profuse  man- 
ner in  which  the  metal  is  laid  on,  is  at  length  nearly  corn- 
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pieted,  and  was  expected  to  open  for  carriages  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1832/  The  road  which  connects  Barcelona  and 
Madrid  by  Zaragoza  is  open,  and  some  details  only  are 
wanting  to  complete  it.  This  is  become  the  favorite  com- 
munication of  the  metropolis  with  the  Catalan  capital,  and 
is  very  much  frequented.  The  roads  in  Catalonia  are  ex- 
cellent, and  are  extendii^  wherever  the  policy  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities  has  permitted  it ;  for  there  are  districts  where 
there  appear  to  be  reasons  for  preventing,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, an  invading  army  from  having  facilities  to  penetrate. 
The  roads  in  Valencia  are  tolerable,  but  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  capital,  are  very  much  injured  by  the  habits  of  the  pea- 
santry in  taking  off  the  surface  for  manure  or  compost. 
The  new  line  to  connect  that  city  with  Madrid  by  the  short- 
est and  best  line  of  Cuenca,  instead  of  proceeding  by  I^a 
Mancha  and  the  Puerto  de  Almanza,  is  slowly  proceeding 
to  completion.  A  road  is  partly  made  to  connect  Xativa, 
on  the  plain  of  Valencia,  with  Alcoy,  Alicant,  and  Murcia, 
but  was,  when  I  passed  it,  suspended,  from  a  difficulty  abdut 
passing  through  some  place,  and  the  government  have 
since  offered  a  premium  for  the  best  plan  of  a  new  line  by 
the  coast  The  road  from  Murcia  to  Granada  is  practicable 
for  carriages,  but  with  difficulty  in  the  rainy  season,  and 
requires  a  great  deal  of  improvement.  Granada  is  the 
centre  of  an  important  part  of  the  kingdom,  which  has 
hitherto  been  left  in  the  greatest  neglect,  the  steps  which 
were  taken  in  the  times  of  Charles  the  Third  and  Fourth, 
to  improve  it,  not  having  been  followed  up.  At  present  it 
participates  in  the  general  move,  and  in  a  few  years  will  be 
as  accessible  as  most  other  parts.  The  line  to  Madrid, 
through  Jaen,  is  complete,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  miles 

*  It  was  finaHy  opened  in  the  spring  of  1833. 
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fifom  the  bitter  plaee  to  Baylen,  where  it  meets  the  great 
road  of  Aodaliisia.  It  does  the  highest  honor  to  the  engi- 
oeers,  and  is  as  well  made  as  any  road  in  Europe.  Venice 
ukipasadaa  are  stiH  wanted,  and  escorts  will  be  very 
Bsefiil,  v^ea  the  diligenees  begin  to  circulate.  The  con- 
strnctor  of  this  road,  and  of  that  from  Burgos  to  Yalladolid, 
which  equal  the  best  roads  in  the  world,  is  an  officer  of 
engineers,  who  is  at  present  superintendent  of  the  canal  of 
Castile,  whose  talents  proimse  to  make  him  of  the  greatest 
use  to  hb  country.  A  contract  has  recently  been  made,  I 
think  by  Remisa,  to  complete  this  road,  and  those  which 
eonnect  Granada  with  Motril,  the  nearest  point  on  the 
coast,  and  Mali^^  the  route  to  which  is  hardly  practicable 
tor  carriages  during  the  rainy  season*  A  road  ought  to  be 
made  from  Velez,  along  the  coast,  to  Motril,  as  also  from 
Velez  to  Granada.  Malaga  has  only  two  carriage  outlets 
at  present;  a  magnificent  road  by  Antequera,  which  is  the 
dfa-ect  Madrid  communication,  through  Ecija;  and  that  to 
Granada,  which  is  carried  through  Colmenar.  A  line  is 
imperiously  called  for  from  Malaga,  to  communicate  with 
Cadiz,  Seville,  and  Lower  Andalusia  through  Ronda,  the 
whole  of  which  valuable  country  is  hardly  accessible. 
Jealousy  of  the  plaza,  as  Gibraltar  is  emphatically  termed 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  as  the  fortress  **  par  excellence,^^ 
may  have  occasioned  there  having  been  no  steps  taken  to 
open  this  district  The  routes  in  Estremadura  are  badly 
kej^ ;  and  after  the  severe  floods  in  the  spring  of  1831,  the 
communication  across  the  Tagus  was  cut  off  for  some  time, 
except  by  boats;  the  bridge  of  Almaraz  never  having  been 
repaired  mce  the  war  of  independence,  although  magni- 
ficent pine-forests  are  close  at  hand.  I  crossed  in  a  kind 
of  raft,  at  considerable  risk,  the  diligences  remaining  on 
their  respective  sides,  and  in  a  posada,  where  we  slept, 
were  galeras  full  of  passengers,  who  had  passed  fourteen 

14 
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days  waiting  for  an  abatement  of  the  flood,  which  was  sliH 
increasing/  The  roads  to  Galicia  and  Asturias  are  in  great 
part  complete,  excepting  across  the  lower  part  of  old  Cas- 
tile, which  will  be  a  work  of  great  expence,  and  cannot  yet 
be  undertaken.  A  vast  amelioration  has  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  these  improvements.  They  are  now  exe- 
(iuted  entirely  by  contract,  by  which  means  government  are 
enabled  to  provide  exactly  for  the  demand,  and  proportion 
die  quantity  of  work  to  the  means  they  have  of  paying  ibr 
It.  The  most  minute  parcels  are  thus  advertised  in  the 
papers,  and  let  to  the  best  bidder.  Formerly  this  was  im- 
poi»ible;  when  a  sum  was  ordered  to  be  expended  on  a 
public  work,  it  was  assailed  by  a  swarm  of  pillagers,  as  the 
wasps  assemble  on  a  sunny  day  around  fruit  or  honey  sud* 
denly  exposed,  or  as  vultures  wind  a  carcase  lately  kiUed, 
and  assemble  from  the  distant  regions  of  the  air,  who  soon 
shared  it  out,  leaving  only  the  skeleton  to  attest  the  banquet 
having  taken  place.  This  is  the  chief  reason  for  the  cooa- 
try abounding  in  unfinished  monuments;  not  that  the  genius 
soared  above  its  means  of  completion,  as  has  been  supposed, 
but  because  the  corruption  made  it  impossible  to  execute 
any  plan,  however  well  imagined. 

The  progress  which  is  made  in  these  enterprises  can  only 
be  adequately  appreciated  by  observation  of  the  difficulties 
attending  it  from  local  impediments.  The  population  is  so 
diinly  scattered,  and  so  fully  employed  in  most  parts  of 
the  interior,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  col- 
lect hands  to  work  in  the  despoblados.  The  people  are 
unaccustomed  to  the  kind  of  work,  which  has  not  been 
practised  for  a  long  period,  and  in  many  parts  never  at  all ; 
and  the  materials  have  often  to  be  carried  great  distances. 
These  difficulties  in  many  parts  would  be  insurmountable, 

*  I  was  informed,  whea  leaying  Spain,  that  the  bridge  of  Almaraz  bad 
been  rq>aired. 
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but  from  the  dyBtem  of  employing  convict^  which  is  now 
very  general.  They  are  sent  in  large  bodies,  and  tempo- 
rary barracks  built  in  central  situations,  where  the  impr^ 
sarios  maintain  them,  according  to  agreements  made  with 
the  government,  until  the  work  is  completed,  when  they 
move  to  another  place. 

As  soon  as  the  lines  of  road  are  practicable,  dihgences 
are  set  in  motion  upon  them,  a  work  of  no  small  difficulty 
at  first.  Those  who  have  traversed  the  interior  of  Spain, 
and  know  the  ventas  and  posadaSj  will  judge  of  the  la- 
bour of  establishing  accommodation  for  twenty  or  thirty 
persons  in  one  of  these  places.  Not  only  eating,  but  beds 
and  all  other  necessaries  are  to  be  provided,  as  it  is  a 
standing  rule  in  Spanish  diligences  to  sleep  at  night.  The 
first  thing  done  is  to  dispatch  a  light  carriage  to  try  the 
road,  and  ascertain  the  probable  time  of  its  being  practi- 
cable for  the  heavier  vehicles ;  then  mayor  damos  and  other 
persons  capable  of  instructing  the  posaderos  in  the  mode 
of  arranging  the  rooms,  of  cooking,  and  preparing  repasts, 
and  of  laying  out  tables,  are  sent  express.  All  this  must 
be  taught  to  people  previously  quite  unaccustomed  to  it, 
and  the  readiness  and  quickness  with  which  they  adopt 
what  is  new,  is  highly  creditable  to  the  country.  The 
Bystem  followed  in  these  diligences  is  exactly  opposite  to 
that  in  France.  In  the  latter  country,  as  one  of  their  own 
writers  long  since  observed,  a  traveller  is  a  bale  of  mer- 
chandize, and  the  administration  care  nothing  more  about 
him,  than  to  receive  his  fare,  and  secure  themselves  from 
being  called  on  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  his  baggage.  These 
evils,  instead  of  diminishing,  are  increasing  every  year, 
and  the  communications  in  the  cross  roads,  and  in  nearly 
all  the  others^  are  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  country.  In 
Spain  the  first  consideration  is  the  procuring  every  accom- 
modation the  country  will  allow,  before  any  one  is  invited 
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4o  travel  in  their  conveyances ;  every  minutia  is  attended 
to,  and  the  result  is  a  progress  in  a  short  period  quite  in- 
credible, which  is  affecting  the  whole  system  of  internal 
communications.  The  system  is  almost  universally  the 
same.  The  passengers  are  called  at  a  very  early  hour, 
when  chocolate,  or  coffee,  or  tea,  which  is  becoming  very 
much  the  fashion,  is  served,  according  to  the  inclination 
of  the  parties.  A  portion  of  the  journey  is  made,  and  you 
hsXi  at  ten  or  eleven,  sooner  or  later,  as  it  may  be,  to 
dine,  as  it  is  termed.  This  is  a  r^^ar  dejeuner  d  la 
fourchette.  Two  hours  are  allotted  to  this  halt,  when  you 
Again  start,  and  generally  arrive  before  dusk,  after  which 
supper  is  served.  These  repasts  being  provided  entirdy 
ibr  the  passengers,  every  one  is  obliged  to  pay  a  propor- 
tion, whether  hepartake^er4iot,  unless  he  spend  money  to  t 
similar  amount  in  some  other  way.  Whenever  the  coach 
stops,  the  mayoral  opens  the  door,  and  asks  if  any  one 
wishes  to  alight.  Every  thing  in  these  conveyances  is  on 
the  same  uniform  system  of  polite  and  respectful  attention 
to  the  company  and  to  each  other.  To  those  who  have 
travelled  in  French  diligences,  I  need  not  r^oiarfc  the  con- 
trast too  generally,  especially  in  the  south.  In  one  of  the 
last  joumies  I  made,  the  conducteur  of  a  diligaice  from 
Bordeaux  actually  prevented  the  passengers  breakfasting; 
securing  his  own  selfish  meal  by  stopping  the  coach  on  the 
road,  contrary  to  law. 

An  individual,  a  retired  officer  of  rank,  named  Cabanes, 
has  been  the  principal  instrument  in  founding  this  system, 
which  has  been  followed  with  the  most  admiraUe  and  in- 
defatigable zeal,  and  with  the  nu>st  complete  success.  Of 
the  instruments  they  had  to  work  with  in  the  first  instance, 
scarcely  an  idea  can  be  formed.  One  great  difficulty  was 
the  finding  mayaralesj  or  persons  capable  of  taking  cfaacge 
of  a  coach,  in  a  country  where  they  were  quite  unknown, 
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and  where  the  xagaUsj  helpers,  hamesserSi  Mid  mules, 
were  all  equally  novices.  The  escorts  were,  and  ia  many 
instances  are  stiU,  banditti,  who  were  bought  off  the  road  and 
their  occupation  reversed.  Of  the  sort  of  people  these 
sometimes  are,  an  idea  may  be  formed,  from  a  circumstance 
that  happened  in  a  coach  in  which  I  was  travelling.  The 
mules  refused  to  mount  a  hill,  and  there  was  a  momentary 
pause.  A  lady,  who  was  in  the  back  division,  became 
alarmed,  and  opening  the  door,  got  out.  One  of  the  escort,, 
a  rechiimed  bandit,  who  was  engaged  in  urging  the  animals^ 
ODy  said,  in  my  hearing,  with  an  involuntary  motion,  which 
might  have  led  io  some  such  consequence,  if  he  had  been, 
the  director,  **  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  shoot  any  one 
who  left  the  carriage.*'  They  are,  however,  in  general,very 
wen  conducted,  and  in  case  of  diCQculty  are  often  of  great 
use.  In  the  winter  of  18S0,  which  was  extremely  severe, 
I  was  going  from  Andalusia  to  Madrid.  We  had  great 
difficulty  to  get  through  La  Mancha,  the  road  being  quite 
broken  up,  and  heavy  sleet  and  snow  falling.  We  only 
succeeded  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  zagales, 
who  ran  on  foot  the  whole  way,  nearly  knee  deep  in  mud 
and  half  melted  snow,  urging  on  the  mules  with  their 
cheerful  and  unceasing  voices.  At  the  last  post  before 
Ocana,  there  is  a  long  and  rather  steep  rise,  which  we 
reached  at  night  £bi1I.  They  had  not  taken  the  precaution 
of  putting  on  additional  mules,  and  the  regular  tiro  re-* 
fused  to  mount  the  cuesta.  It  was  found  impracticable  to 
force  them,  and  after  some  time  they  determined  to  send 
back  for  a  reinforcement.  The  master  of  the  post  sent 
two  mules,  with  orders  to  the  zagales^  that  if  they  did  not 
immediately  succeed,  they  were  to  unyoke  the  whole  and 
return  home.  A  hard  frost  with  Siberian  cold  had  suc- 
ceeded the  fl^leet,  and  the  animals  and  men  were  half  frozen 
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by  the  time  they  returned^  accordingly,  after  a  short  trial, 
they  gave  up  the  attempt,  and  quietly  returned  home, 
leaving  the  coach  fuH  of  passengers  to  pass  the  night  ob 
the  cuesta.  We  took  the  best  plan,  as  there  was  no 
posada  behind  us,  and  sent  on  one  of  the  escort  to  Ocana 
for  a  carro  de  violimo,  a  kind  of  tilted  cart,  so  named  from 
the  mules  being  separated  by  a  pole  across  the  shoulders, 
which  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  bridge  of  that  in- 
strument. When  this  arrived  we  set  out,  leaving  the  coach 
and  our  baggage  in  charge  of  the  escort,  who  followed 
some  hours  afterwards^  The  master  of  the  post  certainly 
ought  to  have  been  punished,  but  no  Spaniard  will  ever  stir 
in  such  a  business,  and  they  bore  it  with  the  cheerfid  pa- 
tience, which  is  the  national  characteristic,  and  without 
making  any  complaint.  The  mayoral^  in  this  instance,  was 
an  hnbecile ;  one  of  the  escort  who  had  been  a  robber, 
taking  charge  and  directing  every  thing. 

Besides  the  diligences,  the  internal  communication  is 
kept  up,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  galeras^  or  tilted 
waggons,  which  communicate  with  nearly  every  town  in 
Spainw  They  have  paradores^  or  houses  of  call,  and  are 
advertised  in  the  Diario,  fike  the  [  ancient  houses  yet  to 
be  seen  in  the  city  of  London,  and  which  are  still  resorted 
'  to  by  the  waggons,  once  the  only  modes  of  conveyance. 
I  had  frequently  occasion  to  deal  with  these  people,  and 
invariably  found  them  honest  and  attentive  in  the  highest 
degree.  In  one  instance,  I  was  going  by  a  circuitous  route 
to  Granada,  and  dispatched  my  heavy  baggage,  which  was 
of  considerable  value,  by  a  gaJera.  I  gave  it,  with  the 
key,  in  charge  of  a  man  whom  I  never  saw  before  or  since, 
taking  a  receipt,  which  was  written  for  him,  as  he  was 
unable  to  do  so  himself.  On  my  arrival  at  Granada,  I 
dispatched  a  servant  to  the  place  where  I  was  directed  for 
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my  trunk.  An  answer  came  back ;  ^*  Tell  the  caballero  that 
he  must  come  in  person,  and  see  his  trunk  opened,  that  he 
may  be  satisfied  every  thing  ia  i*ight,  as.  it  was  brought 
bere.*^  U  is  needless  to  say,  I  found  it  so.  The  man 
had  returned  toJMadrid  in  his  ordinary  avocation,  and  had 
left  the  baggage  in  charge  of  the  master  of  a  small  inn, 
where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  stopping,  in  the  heart  of  th^ 
city. 


LAW. 

The  administration  of  the  law  is  universally  admitted  t<» 
be  in  the  worst  state  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  long,  period^of  abuses,  which  are<  still  con- 
stantly increasing.  The  forms  resemble,  in  some  respects, 
those  of  our  own,  such  as  the-Exchequer,^  and  Chancery 
courts,  and  some  minor  ones,  with  the  addition  of  the 
grossest  venality  and  corruption.  There  is  a  prodigious 
accumulation  of  laws  and  ordinances,  which  would  appear 
contrived  to  forward  the  views  of  those  who  live  by  them; 
and  not  those  of  the  suitors.  The  great  courts.of  Granada, 
Valladolid,  Barcelona,  and  Santiago  are  admitted,  to  be  so 
corrupt,  that  in  almost  all  business  of  importance,  the  venue, 
or  decision,  is  referred  to  the  supreme  appeal  at  Madrid^ 
The  engaging  in  those  suits  entails  a  banishment  of  the 
parties  for  years  from  their  native  place  to  the  scene  of 
law,  as  nothing  can  be  done  without  the  personal  attendance 
and  perseverance  of  the  individual  suitor.  The.  only  adr 
vantage,  if  it  be  one,  which  is  very  doubtful,  is. that  the 
courts  are  in  fact  indiependent  of  government,  who  cannot 
succeed  in  procuring  sentences  or  condemnations.  Amongst 
the  evib  generated  by  their  slow  and  corrupt  practice,  it 
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has  rcBidted  that  goverHment  ia  these  times  have  heeii 
obliged  to  try  robbers  and  political  offenders  by  courts  mar- 
tialy  thus  introducing  a  great  evU,  to  counteract  a  stiB 
greater,  impnnity  in  crimes..  The  necessity  of  giving  an 
appearance  of  influence  to  the  sovereign,  where  he  in  rea- 
Uty  has  none,  probably  suggested  the  strange  plan,  men- 
tioned undev  the  head  of  the  Military,  of  maidog  the  Captain 
general  president  of  the  audiencia.. 

In  civil  cases,  it  is  usual  for  a  cause  to  be  protracted  un- 
til both  parties  are  utterly  ruined  by  the  expence,  and  no 
more  money  is  to  be  extracted  from  them.  Then  the  de- 
cision is  produced,  and  they  are  told,  by  way  of  consola- 
tion, that  the  sentence  is  the  most  beautiAil  spedmen  of 
law  in  the  world,  and  that  such  an  accumuktion  of  prece- 
dents is  making  that  in  future  it  will  be  a  much  more 
simple  business.  The  great  difference  between  these  courts 
and  some  in  other  countries  which  they  very  strongly  re- 
semble, is  that  instead  of  suitors  being  ruined  by  the  soli- 
citors and  counsel,  the  judges  share  in  the  plunder.  The 
sums  paid  are  very  much  smaller  than  with  us,  and  the  fee 
paid  to  a  leading  Counsel  for  going  ^special,"  a  few  miles 
out  of  town,  would  keep  a  whole  court  in  Spain,  judges 
and  all,  for  a  considerable  time.  In  the  criminal  law  a  si- 
milar course  is  followed,  and  celerity  is  extremely  rare.  A 
shocking  murder  took  place  when  I  was  at  Granada.  A  fe- 
male servant  had  two  lovers,  to  one  of  whom  she  gave  the 
preference;  the  other  killed  the  unfortunate  woman.  It 
caused  a  great  sensation  in  the  city,  but  the  man  might  have 
escaped  if  he  had  chosen  to  do  so.  He,  however,  went  to 
walk  the  next  day  in  the  Alhambra,  where  he  was  known 
and  arrested  by  the  soldiers  on  duty.  The  ma£^r  of  \he 
poor  servant,  who  was  attached  to  her,  from  her  fidelity  and 
affection,  took  immediate  steps,  and  within  a  month  the 
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murderer  was  ^ecuted.  I  heard  it  remarked  that  it  was 
too  speedy  a  procedure ;  so  slow  are  the  people,  from  habit, 
in  judging  of  these  matters  1 

Whilst  I  was  in  Spain,  the  only  causes  in  general  that 
were  promptly  managed,  were  those  for  political  crimes, 
which  marched  with  fearful  rapidity. 

The  lawyers,  in  society,  have  the  same  social  habits  as 
llie  rest  of  the  community.  The  judges  are  not  the  grave 
persons,  at  least  universally  so,  that  they  are  in  some  coun- 
tries. I  have  known  an  instance  of  a  learned  judge  going 
m  domino  to  a  masquerade,  when  it  was  forbidden  to  ap- 
pear in  such  a  costume,  and  he  risked  being  arrested  in  the 
streets,  and  conducted,  possibly  before  his  own  tribunal. 

The  difficulty  of  reforming  the  courts  of  law  will  be 
greater  by  far  than  that  of  any  other  department.  The 
whole  bar,  and  the  escribanos^  with  the  judges,  would  unite 
to  prevent  it,  and  they  were,  I  have  understood,  during  the 
sistema,  reformers  in  every  thing  else  but  those  which  con- 
cerned their  own  interests.  I  have  heard  heavy  complaints 
against  them  in  the  Cortes,  where,  like  the  popular  assem- 
blies of  the  old  monarchies,  before  the  middle  class  is 
formed,  as  in  the  first  states  in  France,  and  those  in  Hun- 
gary, they  have  too  great  a  preponderance.  The  habit  of 
[heading  gave  them  great  advantages  over  those  unaccus- 
tomed to  speaking,  and  I  have  heard  they  consumed  in- 
terminable periods  in  speeches  upon  points  and  quibbles  or 
l^al  sophisms,  then  voting  according  to  the  bribes  they 
received  in  many  instances,  transplanting  the  corrupt  prac- 
tices of  the  courts  into  an  assembly  where  there  was  not 
a  systematic  organisation  sufficient  to  oppose  them.  I  be- 
lieve a  great  desideratum,  were  it  practicable,  is  the  digest- 
ing the  ordinances  of  the  last  reign,  and  incorporating 
such  as  are  good,  which  is  a  small  proportion,  or  to  use 
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the  expression, yiiiirfm/7  ibem,  with  the  regular  law  of  the 
monarchy,  with  which  they  are  often  at  variance. 


MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 

The  state  of  medical  science  is  extremely  low,  from  the 
want  of  resources  for  study,  and  of  the  ancient  customs 
being  still  rigorously  adhered  to.  Only  in  the  capital,  and 
in  a  few  of  the  large  towns,  where  they  have  had  a  Bltlc 
intercourse  with  foreigners,  can  any  progress  be  said  to 
have  been  made. 

As  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  fees,  the  system  in 
the  country  is  to  pay  the  medical  attendant  by  the  commune, 
a  certain  salary  in  money,  and  the  remainder  in  corn,  gar- 
banzos*  and  other  articles.  In  addition  to  this,  they  re- 
ceive gifts  from  their  patients,  and  the  follower  of  Escula- 
pius  may  be  seen  returning  from  his  visits,  laden  with 
fowls,  eggs,  wine,  oil,  or  other  articles,  in  the  manner  of 
the  capuchins.  In  one  place,  as  before  mentioned,  I  found 
the  only  person  who  sold  bread  was  the  doctor,  who  sup- 
plied the  wants  of  stray  visitors,  from  the  superabundance 
of  his  stores.  The  vacant  places  are  advertised  in  the 
gazette,  and  the  particulars  set  forth.  Sometimes  it  is 
mentioned,  ^^  con  obligacion  de  barberia ;"  meaning  that 
he  must  shave,  or  provide  a  deputy,  for  the  pubUc  service 
of  the  place ;  the  two  professions  being  in  the  country  in- 
separably connected.  I  happened  once  to  be  under  the 
care  of  the  principal  professor  in  a  considerable  town.  I 
was  shaved  by  the  apprentice,  and  attended  sui^ically  by 

*  A  kind  of  pulse  very  much  eaten  in  Spain. 
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the  master.  His  practice  was  of  the  old  school.  The 
case  was  severe,  bnt  fortunately  nature  and  patience  made 
skill  imnecessary.  In  the  progress  of  the  cure,  his  custom 
was  every  morning  to  give  a  kind  of  lecture  to  a  number  of 
persons,  who  assembled  to  see  the  dressing,  and  seemed 
to  gather  up  his  words  with  uncommon  avidily.  He  dis- 
coursed of  axis  and  focus  of  inflammation,  of  ascending  and 
descending  matters  proceeding  from  them,  which  he  seemed 
inclined  to  consider  rose  and  fell  by  their  own  gravity,  and 
occasionally  treated  as  if  they  vibrated  in  the  manner  of  a 
pendulum.  All  these  he  discussed  in  the  style  of  the  ancient 
sdiook,  recovering  himself  when  he  was  in  danger  of  being 
carried  away  into  the  depths  of  science,  whither  his  au- 
ditors might  not  have  been  able  to  follow  him,  and  vary- 
ing his  discourse  with  anecdotes  of  his  adventures.  He 
bad  been  engaged  in  the  Tctreat  of  Sir  John  Moore,  of 
whom  he  spoke  with  great  respect,  and  he  was  quite  an  object 
of  veneration  to  the  simple  people  of  the  place,  who  con- 
sidered him  a  prodigy  of  learning. 

In  the  south  of  Spain,  an  oculist  was  travelling  at  the 
expence  of  government,  performing  the  operation  of  the 
cataract  for  the  public,  gratis,  with  extraordinary  skill  and 
success.  His  name  was  Plaza,  and  he  was  a  native  of 
Malaga.  He  was  at  Seville  whilst  I  was  once  there,  and 
it  was  the  fashion  to  go  to  see  him  perform.  His  arrival 
was  rq^lariy  notified,  and  the  people  from  the  villages 
around  were  brought  to  the  eye  hospital,  where  he  relieved 
them  with  a  quickness  and  precision  admirable  in  the  high- 
est degree. 

Empirics  have  found  their  way  across  the  Pyrenees, 
and  no  inconsiderable  number  of  panaceas  are  advertised, 
at  Madrid,  They  are,  however,  strictly  watched  by  the 
government,  and  their  progress  occasionally  regulated  by 
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royal  prdonnaiices.  When  the  cholera  was  expected,  a 
sudden  rise  took  place  in  the  price  of  tea  and  various  othw 
articles,  which  were  considered  preservatives  against  the 
disease.  A  royal  edict  was  immediately  issued  to  prohitHt 
any  price  being  demanded  above  the  ordinary  rates. 

The  whole  of  the  public  collies  and  universities  are  in 
want  of  remodelting,  and  of  a  better  system  of  study.  They 
were  shut  up  in  1830,  in  consequence  of  absurd  reports 
respecting  the  Polytechnic  school  at  Paris,  which  it  wis 
feared  might  set  the  monarchy  in  a  blaze.  At  a  college  in 
a  large  city  where  I  happened  to  go  in  order  to  see  a  paint- 
ing; I  arrived  as  a  dominican  monk  was  lecturing  on  phy- 
sics. He  exemplified  the  figure  of  the  earth  by  an  orange, 
which  he  kept  peeling  as  he  advanced.  At  the  close  of  the 
double  operation,  the  juvenile  auditory  made  a  general 
rush  and  almost  pulled  him  out  of  the  rostrum^  to  divide 
the  spoil,  which  he  gave  up  with  the  greatest  good  humour. 
The  students  are  seen  in  costume  in  the  provincial  towns, 
where  fhey  wear  black  cloaks,  with  a  strange  codced  hat, 
giving  them  a  singular  appearance,  which  is  a  favorite  suh- 
ject  for  the  sainetes.  Their  costume  is  extremely  ungrace- 
ful and  the  stuff  it  is  composed  of  equally  bad  in  quality) 
irequently  covering  rags  and  tattered  vestments,  which  are 
turned  into  the  broadest  ridicule  on  the  stage.  The  first 
act  of  the  new  government  in  1832,  was  to  reopen  the 
universities,  of  which  the  evil  of  closing  them  was  increased 
by  the  allowing  the  time  lost  in  taking  their  degrees,  the 
vacant  year  being  induded  in  the  regular  period.* 

*  Since  these  sketches  were  written,  the  author  has  seen  in  the  news- 
papers an  expos^  by  the  new  government  of  the  state  of  seminaries  and 
places  of  education,  which  are  extremely  numerous.  There  appears  in  the 
whole  to  be  provision  for  500,000  persons ;  a  great  number  in  a  peculation 
of  twelve  millions. 
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There  is  no  want  of  common  education  in  Spain,  and 
there  are  abundance  of  parochial  and  other  schools.  I  was 
informed  on  the  best  authority,  that  of  late  years,  female 
edncation  is  very  much  improved  for  all  ranks.  The  late 
goveroment  pi-evented  the  means  of  good  education  for 
liie  upper  classes,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  instances  which 
cune  under  my  knowledge,  used  the  most  tyrannical  and 
illegal  means  to  prevent  the  youth  being  sent  abroad  for 
die  purpose. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

On  the  Clergy. 

It  is  stated  in  a  leading  periodical  journal,  that  the  nnm- 
ber  of  the  Spanish  clergy  is  four  hundred  thousa[nd,  which 
is  more  than  douhle  what  I  have  heard  was  its  estimate  at 
the  period  just  previous  to  the  war  of  independence,  when 
every  convent  was  (ull,  and  the  church  in  its  highest  and 
most  palmy  state.  From  whence  the  author  has  procured 
his  data,  I  am  ignorant,  but  it  will  be  seen  in  the  ensuing 
statement,  that  it  is  prodigiously  overrated.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  give  the  exact  number,  but  if  the  calculation  be  cor- 
rect which  made  it  two  hundred  thousand  at  the  time 
alluded  to,  at  least  one  third  may  be  deducted  to  approxi- 
mate to  the  present  number.  The  same  erroneous  ideas 
prevail  respecting  the  revenues  of  the  church,  the  manners 
and  position  of  the  clergy  in  society,  and  their  exemption 
from  contributing  to  the  charges  of  the  state. 

The  clergy  form  three  grand  divisions ;  the  upper  ranks 
of  the  hierarchy,  including  the  archbishops  and  bishops, 
the  deans  and  chapters,  or  prebendaries,  which  are  of  two 
classes,  racioneros  and  canonigos ;  second,  the  parochial 
clergy ;  third,  the  monks. 

All  these  differ  most  materially  as  to  their  situation  in 
society.  The  upper  ranks  of  the  clergy  in  Spain  are,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  gentlemen,  in  general;  although 
there  are  occasionally  exceptions.  I  once  travelled  with  a 
canonigoy  the  only  disagreeable  companion  I  ever  met  with 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  2^3 

in  the  country,  who  had  been  a  courier  to  some  noble 
family,  and  was  provided  for  in  this  manner;  but  the  gene- 
ral rule  is  inversely.  I  have  heard  that  the  manners  in 
some  universities  are  superior  to  those  of  the  others,  and 
that  the  respective  alumni  may  be  distinguished  by  that 
dreumstance. 

The  same  system  of  administration  is  applied  to  the 
ecclesiastical  nominations  as  to  every  other  branch  jn  the 
sUte.  The  bishops  and  deans,  who  have  nearly  equal 
power,  are,  in  every  instance  which  came  to  my  know- 
ledge, of' quite  opposite  characters.  It  occurred  too  fre- 
quently to  be  the  result  of  fortuitous  accident  There  is 
BO  sort  of  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  history  of  these 
dignitaries,  as  they  are  public  characters,  and  in  this 
country,  every  one  who  is,  to  use  the  expression,  above  the 
horizon,  is  perfectly  known  to  all  the  more  intelligent  part 
of  society,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 

The  vast  power  of  the  church  is  managed  with  consum- 
mate tact  and  skill.  The  whole  machine  is  worked  by  men 
who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  what  is  passing  around 
them,  and  rule  by  conforming  and  yielding  to  the  general 
feeling  of  society,  and  not  by  force  or  dictation.  Whatever 
may  be  their  pretensions  in  their  cabildoSy  or  conclaves, 
they  never  obtrude  them  on  the  public.  Cervantes,  who 
cannot  be  understood  without  knowing  Spain,  nor  Spain 
without  understanding  his  immortal  pages,  and  who  is  to 
this  country  what  Shakspeare  is  to  us,  and  Homer  was  to 
the  Greeks,  has  given  rules  for  the  guidance  of  this,  as  for 
that  of  so  many  other  stations  of  life.  The  inimitable  scene 
of  the  Duke's  chaplain  with  the  Knight,  seems  to  have 
served  as  a  canon  to  all  time  in  the  manners  of  the  clergy, 
and  all  society  would  rebel  against  any  undue  assumption 
from  them. 

Amongst  so  numerous  a  body  as  the  first  class,  it  may 
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be  supposed  there  is  a  great  variety  of  cbaracter.  In  fact 
they  are  aa  epitome  of  society.  In  the  cathedrals  may  be 
found  men  of  habits  like  the  '^  beau  ideal"  of  eariy  Chris- 
tianity, in  its  purest  and  most  innocent  state,  approaching 
apostolic  purity  in  their  manners,  giving  every  thing  they 
possess  to  the  poor,  and  barely  retaining  sufficient  to  pre- 
serve their  existence.  By  the  side  of  them,  probably  in  the 
same  cabildo,  are  men  of  fire  and  faggot,  who  would  de- 
light in  seeing  the  quemcuiero^*  again  lighted;  and  who 
expend  their  revenues  and  influence  in  fomenting  civil  war 
and  disturbance  at  home  and  abroad.  Amongst  them  are 
seen  poets,  linguists,  men  of  letters,  and  of  the  most  varied 
acquirements,  mixed  with  the  young,  the  gay,  and  profli- 
gate, who  pass  their  lives  in  forbidden  enjoyments,  only 
going  through  the  form  of  attendance  in  the  choir.  In  the 
difficult  task  of  managing  the  defence  of  the  Serjeants  at 
Yejer,  as  mentioned  under  the  chapter  of  military  affiurs, 
the  person  deputed  to  arrange  it  was  a  canon  of  a  cathedral 
church.  He  was  quite  unacquainted  with  the  parties  whe 
had  entrusted  their  lives  to  his  management  in  so  extraor- 
dinary a  situation,  and  was  selected  from  bis  general  repu- 
tation, showing  the  manner  every  one  is  known  in  this  sin- 
gular country.  Amongst  the  younger  members  may  be  seen 
the  gayest  examples  of  society.  I  happened  once  to  be  at 
a  private  masquerade,  where  a  character  appeared  as  a 
chuloj  or  bull  fighter,  of  those  who  are  on  foot  The  cha- 
racter is  as  difficult  to  support  in  Andalusia,  as  the  most 
choice  ^^  fancy''  one  would  be  in  England,  requiring  the  ut- 
most skill  and  dexterity  in  sayings  and  repartees.  It  was 
perfectly  supported,  and  the  person  escaped  detection,  but 
it  was  whispered  about  the  next  day  that  the  unknown  was 
a  canonigo. 

*  The  fires  of  the  Inquisition. 
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Of  tbeir  private  lives  there  are  various  aeeounts  for  the 
amusemeat  of  those  who  delight  in  listening  to  such  reoitals, 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  nor  can  it  be  at  all  wondered  at, 
that  there  are  irregularities  amongstt  the  variety  of  cha- 
racters who  compose  the  ecclesiastical  body ;  but  they  ai*e 
far  from  being  general.    An  instance  came  under  my  own 
observation ;  I  called  on  a  dignitary  to  whom  I  had  a  letter 
of  recommendation ;  he  happened  to  be  absent.     After  the 
usual  preliminary  enquiries  had  been  made  at  the  Rejaj 
they  were  repeated  to  the  interior,  and  I  soon  heard  called 
oat,  in  the  cheerful  tone  which  no  one  acquainted  with  the 
Spanish  female  voice  can  ever  forget,  ^*  que  pase  adelante." 
I  was  immediately  ushered  into  a  r^^ular  haram,  where 
the  ama,  or  mistress  of  the  house,  as  they  styled  her,  a 
young  woman  of  twenty-four,  with  a  child  of  Herculean 
make  on  her  knees,  was  sitting  at  a  btusero  with  some 
elderly  females,  whom  I  supposed  her  immediate  relations, 
and  several  attendants  waiting,  and  engaged  in  different 
occupations.  She  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  return  of  the 
chief  of  the  house,  who  had  been  absent  for  an  unusual 
time,  and  it  was  hoped  I  had  information  respecting  him. 
After  a  short  visit  I  retired.     In  the  course  of  the  evening, 
the  master  arrived,  and  immediately  called  on  me.    He 
was  rather  abashed  at  first,  from  my  having  accidentally 
seen  so  much  of  his  Penates,  but  soon  recovered.    What 
he  was  in  his  clerical  capacity  I  ain  ignorant,  but  he  was 
an  active  and  useful  member  of  society  in  other  respects, 
and  was  engaged  in  furthering  agricultural  improvements, 
which  his  fortune  enabled  him  to  do  with  effect. 

In  general  the  feeling  of  society  is  tolerant  to  these  irre- 
gularities, where  scandal  is  not  given,  which  is  very  seldom 
the  case,  from  the  vigilance  exercised  by  the  body  over  its 
members;  and  ample  allowance  seems  to  be  made  for  the 
difficulty  of  observing  vows  and  the  temptations  of  Anda- 
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hisia,  Valencia,  and  other  parte.  Nothing  is  more  crroBe- 
ous  than  to  suppose  that  these  practices  penetrate  into  society, 
or  that  the  oonfessional  is  made  the  means  of  forwarding 
their  plans.  The  most  vicious  members  of  society  in  Spain 
&re  not  so  corrupt  as  to  admit  such  dealings^  and  it  is  well 
known  that  hi  every  country  the  tastes  of  vice  may  be  gra- 
tified as  well  as  in  Spain,  by  those  possessed  of  the  means 
of  corruption.  There  is  no  better  subject  for  rallying  with 
4he  Andaluzas  than  the  affecting  to  suppose  in  pure  simpli- 
city, that  the  priests  and  monks  have  access  to  their  houses. 
i  have  seen  curious  mistakes  made  by  awkward  foreigners 
in  this  respect. 

There  is  an  invincible  repugnance  in  a  large  portioa  of 
society  to  confession,  and  scarcely  any  of  those  above  the 
4ower  classes,  now,  I  believe,  conform  to  it,  at  least  in  the 
cities.  The  church  acts  with  great  forbearance  and  temper- 
ance in  this  respect.  They  have  the  right  of  calling  in  the 
secular  arm  to  support  this  great  branch  of  their  authority, 
but  I  believe  it  is  rarely  done.  The  heads  of  houses,  and 
the  old  Spaniai*ds  of  course,  for  the  sake  of  example  and 
from  habit,  act  differently.  I  visited  a  public  establishment, 
-of  which  a  chief  manager  was  a  Frenchman,  who  con- 
ducted me  over  it  with  the  characteristic  politeness  of  his 
nation.  I  enquired  amongst  other  things,  as  I  suspected  he 
would  be,  whether  he  was  obliged  to  confess.  He  looked 
rather  ashamed  at  the  question,  but  after  a  pause,  said, 
*^  mais  oui,  il  faut  se  confessor?^"  How  do  you  manage  to 
get  through  it?  seeing  he  was  of  the  description  of  men, 
wlio  have  no  relish  for  these  ceremonies  in  the  present 
day;  he  said,  '^  Eh!  ma  foil  Ton  fftit  des  grimaces,  etTon 
s'en  tire.''     He  represents  a  very  numerous  class. 

In  the  course  of  the  time  occupied  by  these  travels,  my 
occupations  led  me  very  much  to  the  churches,  which  I 
have  visited  at  all  hours,  and  in  every  circumstance.    1 
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have  constantly  seen  the  confessional  boxes  occupied,  but 
I  never  saw  in  any  instance  the  slightest,  reason  to  suppose 
that  it  should  be  converted  to  the  purposes  which  have  been 
asserted,  and  I  doubt  extremely  that  there  is  the  slightest 
foundation  for  them.  The  men  who  are  charged  with  that 
duty  are  almost  invariably  elderly  persons,  and  of  appear- 
ance quite  unlike  what  they  have  been  supposed.  I  have 
been  repeatedly  in  the  churches  of  female  convents,  when 
admitted  by  favour,  at  unaccustomed  hours,  to  see  the 
woAs  of  art,  with  the  liberality  characteristic  and  peculiar 
to  the  country.  Al  these  times  they  were  often  occupied 
with  that  duty,  and  if  they  had  any  reason  to  fear  obser- 
vation or  detection,  of  course  a  stranger  would  not  have 
been  admitted.  In  fact,  from  the  mode  these  things  are 
managed,  it  is  almost  impossible  scandal  or  evil  consequences 
should  arise. 

There  no  doubt  may  be  many  of  intolerant  principles 
amongst  the  ranks  of  the  clergy,  but  there  are  others  of  very 
different  tenets.  I  knew  some  of  the  parties  in  a  circum- 
stance which  strongly  shows  that  intolerance  of  other  sects 
is  not  universal  amongst  them. 

A  protestant  was  at  the  point  of  death,  where  no  re- 
ligious succour  could  be  had.  Application  was  made  to  the 
priest  of  a  parish  in  the  city  where  it  happened,  by  a  friend, 
himself  a  Spaniard  and  a  catholic,  who  requested  him  to 
assist  the  person  in  question,  expressly  stating  that  it  must 
be  understood  he  would  accept  his  aid  on  no  other  condi- 
tion than  that  of  pure  Christianity  bet,ween  persons  of  the 
same  religion,  who  differed  only  in  forms,  and  that  no 
question  must  be  raised  as  to  change  or  discussion  of  any 
kind  on  the  subject.  .  The  request  was  instantly  complied 
with,  and  it  need  not  be  added,  faithfully  performed. 

The  mode  of  conducting  the  ceremonial  of  the  church 
service  is  quite  consonant  to  the  grave  and  serious  cha- 
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racter  of  the  people,  and  in  solemnity  it  certainly  far  ex- 
ceeds that  of  any  other  in  Europe.  The  beaiitiAil  apos- 
trophe of  Eustace  might  have  been  justly  applied  to  these 
majestic  rites,  compared  with  which,  the  worship  to  whidi 
he  alludes  is  very  far  inferior.  They  have  abstracted  every 
thing  which  is  so  absurd  in  other  parts  of  the  scHith  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  eye  is  never  disgusted  by  the  sights  wrhich 
are  in  daily  view  in  other  parts.  In  passing  along  a 
street  at  Naples,  in  1828,  my  attention  was  called  by  ob-^ 
serving  small  guns  and  other  preparations  for  a  ceremony. 
Presently  a  procession  arrived,  of  a  taudry  saint,  borne 
on  a  high  frame  by  several  men,  who  halted  and  deposited 
it  opposite  to  the  shop  of  a  grocer.  The  master  came  out, 
and  ascended  the  scaffold,  where  samples  of  all  the  articles 
in  his  shop  were  handed  up  to  him.  These  he  suceessavdy 
offered  to  the  saint,  making  a  bow,  then  putting  the  pared 
into  his  hand  for  an  instant,  when  he  slipt  it  back  behind 
him,  and  handed  it  down  to  another  attendant,  who  re* 
turned  it  to  the  shop.  The  whole  of  this  scene  was  per* 
formed  with  the  mdescribable  air  peculiar  to  the  place, 
which  made  it  impossible  to  know  whether  he  was  in  jest 
or  earnest,  as  he  looked  round  to  the  assembled  crowd. 
When  the  ceremony  was  finished,  the  guns  were  fired,  and 
the  procession  departed.  No  such  force  would  for  an  in- 
stant be  permitted  in  Spain.  Some  exceptions,  it  is  trae, 
inay  be  found  to  this  rule ;  such  as  the  processions  of  the 
holy  week  at  Seville,  and  a  few  others  of  like  nature,  but 
they  are  to  be  considered,  as  they  are  by  the  people,  rather 
as  masquerades  or  representations,  than  in  a  religious  view, 
and  are  in  no  way  mixed  up  with  the  real  service  of  the 
church.  They  are  in  fact  kept  up  as  old  customs  and  as 
dictated  by  policy  for  the  encouragement  of  trade,  and  the 
circulation  of  money.  The  mode  of  performing  the  service, 
it  cannot  be  denied,  has  very  great  advantages  for  the  public 
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aUeiklaiice,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  an  analogous  practioe 
iuid  Bot  been  preserved  at  the  reformation,  in  which  case 
the  people  would  not  have  been  driven  to  meeting  houses 
and  conventicles,  which  in  n^iny  parts  are  now  their  only 
resource.  Every  hour  on  the  Sundays,  after  six  or  seven 
in  the  moraiog,  a  mass  is  performed  in  the  principal 
eburehes,  as  the  cathedrals,  collegiatas,  or  parish  churches, 
according  to  the  demand  of  the  population.  This  cere- 
mony, whidi  is,  in  fact,  an  abbreviation  of  the  service  we 
have  adopted  in  great  part  firom  the  catholic  ritual,  lasts 
half  an  hour ;  so  that  there  is  a  series  of  congregations  in 
succession,  until  twelve,  when  it  ceases,  with  the  exception 
of  Madrid,  where,  to  take  every  excuse  away  from  the  indo- 
lent, there  is  a  mass  at  two.  The  length  of  the  service  in 
our  churches  is  an  insurmountable  objection  to  very  many 
persons  in  London  and  other  large  towns,  who  do  not  at- 
tend for  that  sole  reason,  which  is  quite  obviated  in  the 
Spanish  system.  The  whole  people,  from  the  Grandee 
downwards,  are  seen  mixing  and  kneeling  together,  in  a 
j^ace  where  all  are  equal,  and  where  no  distinction  of  con- 
Tenience  is  appropriated  to  any  rank  or  class.  The  sennon 
is  quite  separate,  and  is  ^pven  at  other  times,  either  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  or  in  the  afWnoon.  The  administration 
of  the  saeran^  is  idso  quite  independent  and  is  generally 
performed  very  early  in  the  morning. 

bi  the  majestic  cathedrals  of  Spain,  every  thing  .is  in 
keeping.  The  liherairty  with  which  every  thing  is  shown 
eannot  be  exceeded.  If  an  enquirer  be  found  to  take  in- 
terest in  the  works  of  art,  every  individual,  from  the  Dean 
downwards,  will  vie  in  forwarding  his  views.  )  have  had 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  prevailing  on  the  attendants,  who 
bad  spared  neither  time  nor  trouble,  to  accept  any  remu- 
neration. The  contrast  in  London  is  very  striking.  On 
returning  from  Spain  I  went  to  attend  divine  service  at 
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Westminster  Abbey,  an  edifice  with  which,  for  historical 
and  national  grandeur,  nothing  in  Spain  or  elsewhere  can 
compete.  It  was  just  possible  to  enter,  but  the  small  space 
allotted  to  the  public,  and  the  miserable  manner  in  which 
every  access  was  barred  and  kept  by  a  set  of  jobbers  and 
watchers,  plainly  showed  that,  if  possible,  it  would  be  ex- 
cluded altogether.  This  state  of  things  which  to  every 
impartial  observer,  brings  discredit  on  the  church  and  the 
country  to  which  these  edifices  pertain,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
may  be  soon,  as  it  must  be  finally,  remedied ;  and  those 
magnificent  edifices  be  given  up  again  to  the  public,  to 
whom  they  belong. 

I  witnessed  a  circumstance  in  travelling  which  marks 
the  manners  of  the  clergy  and  laity  generally  in  this  coun- 
try. Two  diligences  met,  both  quite  fiill,  all  the  company, 
to  the  number  of  near  forty,  being  Spaniards,  excepting 
myselL  After  supper,  when  the  people  are  generally  ex- 
hilarated, not  from  the  wine,  which  they  rarely  touch,  but 
from  social  and  jovial  spirits,  a  character  rose  and  spoke 
extempore  for  a  considerable  time,  on  political  and  other 
matters,  with  considerable  eloquence.  It  was  in  1829, 
before  the  revolution  of  July,  after  which  it  would  have 
been  impracticable.  The^burden  of  his  song  were  the  monks, 
whom  he  ridiculed  without  mercy.  The  next  night  the  party 
was  reduced  to  that  in  our  own  coach,  and  after  supper 
he  again  commenced.  When  he  produced  any  point  which 
touched  a  person  of  the  same  sentiments  with  himself,  who 
sat  opposite  to  him,  he  rose  and  supported  his  assertion, 
and  both  being  corpulent  men,  were  seen  gesticulating  and 
speaking  together,  particularly  applying  the  hands  to  the 
body  in  a  mode  peculiar  to  the  country,  which  had  a  most 
comic  effect.  At  last,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  enu- 
merated, as  exemplification,  various  professions,  and 
amongst  others  the  military;  when  a  character  in  uniform, 
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bnt  a  very  bad  style  of  man,  who  was  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  table,  rose  to  order,  and  called  hini  to  account,  as  for 
reflecting  on  his  cloth.     The  instant  he  spoke,  a  little  eU 
derly  man,  who  was  sitting  nearly  opposite- the  orator,  roscf 
and  disclaimed  on  the  part  of  the  latter  any  intention  of 
giring  ofience,  shaking  hands  across  the  table  with  him^ 
The  son  of  Mars  was  soon  quieted  ^  but  there  was  some 
trouble  with  the  speaker,  who  was  indignant  at  the  sup- 
position he  should  have  violated  the  law  of  decorum,  and 
liberty  of  conversation,  a  sacred  sulject  in  Spain.    The 
elderly  man,  whose  liberal  and  conciliatory  ^tanners  and 
knowledge  of  the  world  had  prevented, a  Jiacas^  and  who 
had  the  more  merit  because  the  church  was  certainly  run 
upon  in  the  course  of  the  harangues,  proved  to  be  the  Dean 
of  one  of  the  chief  cathedrals  in  Spain. 

I  was  too  much  amused  with  this  scene  to  think  of  inter- 
fering, and,  naturally,  it  would  not  occur  to  a  stranger  to 
mix  in  a.  business  with  which  he  had  no  concern;  but  it 
may.  be  worth  noticing,  to  those  unacquainted  with  Spa- 
nish manners,  that,  the  next  day,  I  was  complimented  by 
some  of  the  party  for  forbearing  to  do  so. 

The  union  with  Rome  exists  but  in  name ;  all  the  mate- 
rial part  is  gone,,  and  Uttle  or  nothing  is  remitted  to  the 
Papal  treasury.  Amongst  the  secular  clergy  there  are  not 
wanting  those  who  sneer  at  the  connexion,  and  chuckle 
when  they  speak  of  the  reformation,  and  the  history  o( 
Henry  the  Eighth.  One  use  is  found  extremely  conv^ient 
in  this  connexion.  At  the  last  Papal  election  a  prelate  who 
was  of  the  most  active  and  intriguing  of  the  Carlist  party, 
was  directed  by  a  royal  mandate  to  repair  thither  and  use 
bis  vote.  He  most  reluctantly  undertook  the  long  journey, 
and  so  long  a  period  was  consumed  in  preparations,  and  in 
attempting  to  procure  a  retractation  of  the  order,  that,  on 
being  obliged  imperatively  to  set  out,  he  arrived  too  late. 
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The  trouble  the  clergy  gave  the  govemmeoi  was  so  great 
that  they  were  actually  prohibited  going  to  Madrid  during 
a  period  of  the  year  when  they  have  a  conge  from  the  ca- 
thedrak,  in  the  manner  of  our  military  leave  after  Ihe 
inspections.  This  prohibition  was,  however,  taken  off  after 
the  last  change  of  government.  They  were  of  coarse  very 
much  mixed  up  with  the  intrigues  at  Madrid  duriag  the 
latter  times,  but  not  more  so  than  other  parts  of  the  political 
body  who  acted  in  concert  with  them.  Some  of  the  best 
and  most  patriotic  members  of  the  first  coVtes  were  from 
the  ranks  of  the  clergy.  I  believe,  without  exceptioD,  aU 
who  took  any  part  in  those  proceedings  are,  however,  un* 
der  proscription.  An  excellent  individual  was  Uving  in  a 
town  of  the  north,  who  had  been  deprived  of  a  licence  to 
preach,  the  only  punishment  they  could  inflict,  for  having 
alluded  to  the  constitution  in  a  sermon.  Many  of  them  are 
liberals  in  secret,  and  one  of  the  unfortunate  companions 
of  Torrijos  was  a  clerigo^  of  course  under  a  false  name. 
The  upper  ranks  of  the  clergy  are  oft^i  public  spirited,  and 
use  their  influence  in  promoting  improvements.  Amongst 
others,  whilst  I  was  in  Spain,  the  Dean  of  Burgos  was  re- 
warded with  public  mention  and  a  decoration,  for  his  exer- 
tions in  effecting  the  opening  of  the  road  from  that  city  to 
Santander.  The  clergy,  I  believe,  opposed  no  ^bstadeto 
the  difficult  arrangement  of  substituting  campos  santo$i 
general  burying  grounds,  for  those  in  the  churches,  as  an- 
ciently used,  which  are  now  almost  universally  introduced; 
and  in  the  still  more  delicate  discussion  respecting  the  pro- 
testant  cemetery  at  Malaga,  the  Bishop  made  no  objection, 
expressing,  as  I  understood,  regret  that  he  had  not  been 
consulted  sooner,  which  they  were  unwilling  to  do,  from 
apprehension  of  his  interposing  a  negative,  as  he  might 
have  done. 

Of  the  poUtico  ecdesiastico  character,  the  head,  in  these 
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days,  may  be  perhaps  considered  to  be  the  famous  (^yril, 
who  has  latterly  been  general  of  the  Francisoans,  or  inen- 
dicaot  orders,  in  which  capacity  he  had  the  rank  of  grandee 
of  Spain,  and  great  power  and  influence.  Being  a  thorough 
Carlist,  and  combining  the  qualities  of  intrigue  and  ambi-^ 
lion  with  the  manners  of  a  court,  and  the  influence  of  his 
station  in  the  church,  he  was  a  complete  pest  to  his  party 
in  the  government,  and  it  was  at  length  determined  to  get 
rid  of  him.     He  was  at  first  banished  to  Cadiz,  where  he 
fived  for  a  long  time  in  the  Franciscan  convent,  faring,  as 
it  was  said,  sumptuously  every  day,  and  charming  all  who 
saw  him,  by  the  grace  and  affability  of  his  manners.    This 
stoiation,  however,  was  still  too  near,  and  after  long  consi- 
deration, it  was  determined  he  should  cross  the  Atlantic. 
He  was  accordingly  appointed  Archbishop  of  Cuba.     This 
was  managed  with  the  consummate  tact  of  the  country.  The 
appointment  of  the  highest  dignity  in  the  church,  in  an 
opulent  island  like  Cuba,  would  appear  to  be  an  object  of 
ambition  to  any  one.     With  him  it  was  just  the  contrary. 
The  office  is  merely  titular,  the  real  power  being  with  the 
Bishop  of  Havannah,  and  the  state  of  society  was  so  orga- 
nised that  his  peculiar  talents  were  likely  to  be  entirely 
lost     He  accordingly  used  every  effort  to  induce  the  go- 
vernment to  withdraw  the  appointment.    He  exhUbited  a 
real  and  b<ma  fide  instance  of  ''nolo  arcAi-episcopari.^' 
He  besought  them  day  and  night  that  a  dignity  he  was  un- 
worthy of,  should  not  be  put  upon  him.     It  was  political 
death  to  him.     The  situation  of  first  mendicant,  with  the 
faculty  of  intriguing,  was  of  more  value  to  him  than  the 
hi^est  dignity  of  the  church  without  it    He  supplicated, 
however,  in  vain;  he  was  consecrated  at  Seville,  in  1832, 
and  obliged  to  embark  shortly  afterwards. 

The  parochial  clergy  have  in  reality  more  influence  than 
any  other  members  of  the  establishment.    They  direct  the 
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peasantry,  whose  oracles  they  are,  and  with  whom  they  in 
general  live  on  a  footing  highly  creditable  to  both  parties. 
They  are  mostlymen  of  great  respectability,  and  of  supe- 
rior education  and  knowledge  to  those  around  them,  whom 
they  lead  rather  than  drive,  and  with  whom  they  cultivate 
(he  good  will  by  rendering  the  numerous  services  which 
occur,  in  the  state  of  society  in  which  the  Spanish  peasant 
lives.  It  is  the  lightness  of  their  yoke  which  makes  it  tole^ 
rated,  and  not  a  fanatic  or  bigoited  attachment,  as  generally 
supposed,  and  to  men  situated  as  these  parties  are,  it  will 
not  excite  surprise  that  the  connexion  should  be  so  intimate 
as  it  is.  From  their  situation  with  regard  to  their  flocks, 
the  respect  they  are  held  in,  and  the  mutual  kindUness  be- 
tween the  parties,  their  deportment  is  free  and  unconstrained, 
full  of  dignity  and  ease.  A  curious  contrast  may  be  observed 
with  the  French  clergy,  who,  in  these  times,  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  establish  a  yoke  on  different  principles,  and 
whose  manners  are  proportionably  distinct,  showing  that 
they  were  acting  against  the  feelings  of  society,  instead  of 
going  with  the  stream,  as  practised  in  Spain.  They  are  the 
counsellors  and  advisers,  supporters  and  mediators  in  their 
differences,  and  console  them  in  sickness,  or  on  the  bed  of 
death;  and  their  connexion  has  with  it  neither  baseness  on 
the  one  side,  nor  arrogant  pretension  on  the  other.  They 
are  very  inadequately  paid  in  many  instances,  owing  to 
the  exactions  of  the  government  in  late  years ;  which  will 
be  shown  in  the  description  of  the  church  revenues;  and  are 
dependent  on  the  good  will  of  their  parishioners,  to  make 
up  the  deficiency.  They  have  no  sinecures,  but  often  ex- 
tremely hard  work,  in  their  avocation.  Although  not  per- 
fectly, they  form  a  powerful  check  to  the  perpetration  of 
crime,  and  it  is  almost  to  them,  that  in  many  parts  is  con- 
fided the  conduct  of  the  lower  orders.  The  virtue  of  the 
women  of  the  lower  ranks  of  society,  which  in  most  parts 
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of  Spain,  is  quite  as  good  or  belter  than  that  in  most  parts 

of  Europe,  is  very  much  upheld  by  their  exhortations  and 
denunciations.    I  was  travelling  in  Aragon;  on  arriving  at 
the  place  where  we  were  to  sleep,  one  of  my  fellow  tra- 
vellers mentioned,  that  he  was  going  to  see  the  cura  on 
some  business.  I  accompanied  him,  and  we  found  an  elderly 
)nan,  of  the  thoroughly  respectable  appearance  general 
with  the  Spanish  clergy,  who  are  quite  different  from  those 
seen  in  other  catholic  countries.     The  history  was  this.     A 
short  time  before,  a  Catalan  family  were  on  their  way  to 
Madrid.    The  prudent  matron  at  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment directed  the  alhajas^  or  ornaments  of  the  younger  fe- 
males, to  be  left  behind,  but  one  of  them  was  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  was  privately  conveying  her  own,  which  were 
of  some  value,  in  her  reticule.    This  was  left  behind  in  the 
same  posada  where  we  slept.     On  its  being  missed,  a  gen- 
.  tieman  in  the  coach  procured  a  mule,  and  rode  back  to  en- 
quire, but  no  tidings  of  it  could  be  had.    As  no  doubt 
existed  that  it  was  in  possession  of  some  of  the  females  of 
the  house,  the  object  was  to  mention  the  circumstance,  and 
to  ask  the  curoy  as  a  "derni^re  resource,"  to  endeavour  by 
means  of  the  confessional  to  obtain  restitution.    He  entered 
^ticely  into  the  views  of  the  party  and  observing  that  such 
things  had  happened  as  the  detection  of  crimes  by  means 
of  confession,  promised  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone 
on  his  part,  to  effect  it  in  this  instance.     I  never  heard  the 
result. 

The  parish  priest  has  occasionally  to  bend  before  a  storm 
he  cannot  face,  and  in  some  places,  to  tolerate  irregula- 
rities he  has  not  introduced,  and  could  with  difficulty 
amend.  The  internal  economy  of  some  villages  in  the 
southern  provinces  are  curious  examples  of  this. 

The  dominion  of  the  church  is  always  kept  in  view,  but 
is  occasionally  modified,  and  apparently  made  secondary, 
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in  order  to  secure  the  obedience  tliey.  might  vainly  attempt 
openly  to  enforce.  Thus  they  permit  the  working  on  the 
Sabbath,  in  districts,  during  seasons  where  the  loss  of  a  day 
is  of  immense  importance.  The  Sunday  is  thus  given  up, 
but  as  it  is  ^^misa  de  obligacion''  or  a  day  they  are  obliged 
to  hear  mass  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  they  compel  them 
to  hear  it  before  they  commence  work,  and  to  effect  this 
they  compel  the  priests  to  rise  and  administer  it  to  them  at 
four  in  the  morning,  and  the  agricultural  population  may 
be  seen  setting  out  before  daylight,  for  their  distant  fields, 
to  use  their  expression,  con  la  misa  en  el  cuerpo.  It  is 
extremely  probable  that  if  they  forbad  the  infraction  of  the 
Sunday  in  these  places,  they  would  not  be  obeyed,  and  thus 
their  authority  would  be  weakened. 

In  the  towns  the  Sunday  is  as  well  kept  as  in  any  pari  of 
Europe,  the  theatres  only  being  open,  as  in  ttie  other  ca- 
tholic countries,  in  the  evening,  but  all  business  is  sus- 
pended. The  same  system  prevails  throughout  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  between  the  church  and  the 
laity.  Nothing  is  obtruded  on  the  public  which  is  offen- 
sive, or  would  create  ridicule.  Of  this,  no  people  have  a 
keener  sensibility.  Any  one  who  should  be  heard  in  a 
pulpit  making  a  ridiculous  speech  or  gesture,  would  furnish 
amusement  in  the  evening  for  every  circle  in  the  place,  and 
his  own  companions  would  be  obliged  to  listen  in  silence,  or 
might  join  in  the  merriment. 

I  was  once  travelling  in  a  diligence  of  which  the  other 
passengers  were  Spaniards.  The  only  vacant  place  was 
taken  by  a  cura^  whom  we  picked  up  on  the  road.  As  soon 
as  he  was  perceived,  a  titter  ran  through  the  company* 
He  took  his  seat,  saluting  the  other  passengers  in  ^ 
courteous  manner  of  the  country.  As  he  knew  instinctively 
that  the  feeUng  of  the  party  was  aga'mst  him,  he  quickly 
proceeded  to  disarm  it,  remarking  that  he  regretted  their 
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payment  was  not  made  in  some  mode  more  congenial  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  rest  of  society  (alluding  to  the  tithes), 
than  that  at  present  in  use.  This  and  other  subjects  of  the 
kind,  he  touched  with  a  lightness  of  hand  and  tact  peculiar 
to  this  people,  not  appearing  to  make  it  otherwise  than 
a  secondary  part  of  his  conversation  and  not  dwelling  upon 
it  He  completely  succeeded,  and  when  he  got  out,  my 
companions  remarked  that  he  was  a  very  reasonable  per^ 
son,  and  a  good  specimen  of  his  profession,  &c. 


THE  MONKS. 

The  feelings  of  society  with  respect  to  the  monks  differ 
totally  from  those  towards  the  regular  clergy;  between 
these  bodies  themselves,  there  is  a  deep  gulf  fixed,  and  if 
reports  be  true,  mortal  hatred,  even  if  possible  plus  quam 
theohgicum,  reigns  between  them,  and  the  union,  of  late 
years,  has  been  only  in  appearance.  In  reality,  the  most 
determined  dislike  and  contempt,  on  the  part  of  the  upper 
ranks  of  the  hierarchy,  exists  towards  these  Lazzaroni  of 
the  establishment.  The  apparent  harmony  is  caused  by 
common  danger  and  the  necessity  of  temporary  union 
against  that  portion  of  the  liberal  party,  who  are  hostile  to 
the  whole  body. 

In  the  upper  ranks  of  society,  the  monks  are  rarely 
^ken  of,  and  are  comparatively  as  much  unknown  as  the 
gypsies  in  England.  They  are  very  rarely  admitted  within 
the  doors  of  any  respectable  house,  unless  the  sudden  ill- 
ness of  a  servant,  or  some  such  cause,  require  the  tem- 
porary service  of  a  Capuchin,  who  is  always  at  hand  to 
supply  the  want  of  other  attendance.  Of  course,  this  is 
meant  to  be  stated  as  the  general  rule.     Of  this  the  cir- 
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cumsiances  meDtioned  by  a  late  traveller  of  their  burrowing 
into  a  house  at  Cadiz  is  an  accidental  example  in  the  widest 
sense.  Anecdotes  of  the  kind  may  be  furnished  in  every 
country,  and  we  should  not  feel  indebted  to  any  foreigner 
who  should  publish  that  the  methodists  had  penetrated  into 
a  house  in  England,  and  seduced  the  maid  servants,  as  has 
happened  more  than  once,  without  stating  it  to  be  an  acci- 
dental occurrence.  When  the  mendicant  progresses  of  the 
poorer  orders  are  made,  from  house  to  house,  the  rule  in 
the  south  is  not  to  admit  them  beyond  the  patio.  The  ri- 
dicule attached  to  any  intimacy  with  them,  would  alone 
secure  their  exclusron  from  any  house  of  the  upper  classes. 
As  you  descend  in  society,  the  same  feelings  are  carried 
still  further.  In  the  middle  classes,  and  the  active  part  of 
society,  as  merchants,  officers,  and  the  like,  they  form  the 
subjects  of  universal  ridicule.  The  sight  of  one  in  a  mixed 
company  is  a  certain  cause  of  merriment;  and  the  broadest 
jokes  and  stories  are  unceasingly  retailed  at  their  expence. 
One  instance  came  to  my  knowledge,  when  a  friar  was  on 
his  way  in  a  diligence  to  the  south  of  Spain.  The  other 
passengers  were  young  officers,  who  tormented  him  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  get  out  on  the  se- 
cond day,  and  wait  for  a  more  quiet  company.  The  man- 
ners of  these  people  are  fashioned  accordingly.  The; 
bear  raillery  with  the  greatest  good  humour,  often  retorting 
on  their  assailants,  and  approaching  that  happy  state  termed 
in  France  a  *^bon  diable.''  There  is  a  great  difference  in 
the  situation  of  the  orders.  In  the  more  wealthy  convents 
of  Geronimos,  Cartuxos,  and  others  with  landed  property, 
they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  small  number.  They  are 
seldom  more  than  half,  frequently  one  third,  or  less,  of  their 
regular  complements,  and  sometimes  they  approach  the 
situation  of  a  skeleton  regiment  on  its  return  from  India, 
there  being  barely  sufficient  to  attend  the  worldly  concerns 
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of  the  management  of  farms  and  the  refectory,  whilst  the 
vigils  and  night  observances  of  their  accustomed  rites  are 
obliged  to  stand  over,  from  want  of  the  necessary  numbers 
(0  perform  them.  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain, 
even  proximately,  the  amount  abstracted  from  the  convents 
annually,  for  secret  service,  that  is  the  private  support  of 
the  apostolic  chamber,  which  in  these'  times  has  by  such 
means  only,  been  enabled  to  keep  them  together.  It  must 
be  very  large,  besides  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  land 
and  agricultural  produce,  which  have  reduced  the  small 
portion  of  monks  now  in  the  convents,  to  a  state  of  absolute 
poverty.  These  observations  do  not  apply  to  the  pro- 
portion paid  to  the  general  government  as  will  be  stated 
afterwards,  but  to  the  extraordinary  levies. 

These  higher  orders  ought  to  recruit  amongst  the  richer 
ranks  of  society,  but  the  repugnance  to  them  is  such,  that 
it  is  now  impossible ;  and  either  from  accident  or  design, 
they  are  dwindling  entirely  away,  so  much  so  that  it  might 
even  have  been  supposed  the  intention  of  the  government 
to  let  them  die  out  These  orders,  both  by  their  habits, 
which  are  abstracted  and  unsocial,  quite  unlike  the  rest  of 
society,  lie  under  a  jealous  dislike  from  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity, which  strongly  marks  their  manners.  The  Gero- 
nimos  are  excepted,  as  I  found  them  in  the  dealings  I  had 
occasionally  with  them,  courteous  and  polished. 

The  mendicant  orders  are  quite  different  from  the  higher 
orders  in  their  situation  with  regard  to  society.  Having  no 
lands  or  real  property,  their  magazines  are  not  tangible, 
and  they  always  tind  the  means  of  living  sociably  with  the 
people,  and  of  having  ample  stores  of  provision.  They  re- 
cruit amongst  the  lower  ranks,  and  their  churches  are  in- 
variably the  best  attended  and  popular  in  the  cities.  Their 
manners  are  frank  and  good  humoured,  and  they  are  ge- 
nerally attentive  to  those  who  have  occasion  to  commune 
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with  them.  From  the  mode  in  which  they  are  maiBtained, 
and  firom  their  existence  depending  on  the  people,  their  su- 
perfluities return  into  circulation,  and  they  are  often  ex- 
tremely charitable;  Beggars  diemselves,  they  maintain 
multitudes  of  beggars  yet  lower  in  the  scale.  In  the 
dreadful  winter  of  1830,  when  vast  numbers  of  people  pe- 
rished from  cold  and  hunger,  in  a  city  where  I  happened 
to  be,  the  Capuchins,  who  are  the  poorest  of  the  men- 
dicants, were  indefatigable  in  their  attention  to  the  needy, 
and  distributed  provisions  very  largely,  whilst,  from  the 
opulent  see,  scarcely  any  thing  was  to  be  obtained.  It  was 
said  that  the  archiepiseopal  revenues  were  remitted  to  Por- 
tugal, to  support  Don  Miguel.  As  their  connexions  are 
amongst  the  lower  orders,  their  vacancies  are  soon  filled 
up,  and  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  providing  for  a  s(ni  in 
the  actual  state  of  Spain,  is  an  object  not  to  be  overlooked, 
wh^re  they  are  not  by  education  above  the  prejudices  of 
the  upper  classes  of  society  against  this  holgazam  mode  of 
life. 

If  the  government  really  do  not  boldly  suppress  the  con- 
vents, as  it  is  to  be  trusted  they  will ;  the  universal  voice 
of  society  calling  for  it,  the  plan  of  Bolivar,  in  prohibiting 
their  entry  before  the  age  of  twenty-four,  which  put  a 
complete  stop  to  it  in  America,  would  most  probably  pro- 
duce nearly  the  same  effect  in  Spain.  Amongst  the  more 
preposterous  of  the  absurdities  of  the  late  government,  was 
the  keeping  up  the  Merced,  an  order  instituted  for  the  re- 
demption of  slaves  from  Barbary,  which  of  course  has  hmg 
ceased  to  be  of  any  utility.  To  complete  the  folly  of  k,  the 
money  which' was  raised^  in  the  way  of  a  legacy  duty,  to 
support  this  institution  ;  is  sacked  by  government,  as  no 
longer  applicable  to  its  original  purpose;  whilst  the  monks 
are  left  to  vegetate  in  their  convents,  many  of  which  are 
magnificent. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  t41 

The  same  prejudices  against  the  female  convents  are 
helcl  to  even  a  greater  extent  than  against  those  of  the 
other  sex.  Notwithstanding  the  universal  distress,  ap- 
proaching to  ruin,  of  numerous  families  in  all  parts  of 
Spain,  they  seldom  allow  or  hear  of  their  daughters  being 
connected  with  these  establishments,  which  never,  except- 
ing a  very  few,  that  are  foundations  for  the  purpose, 
serve  for  education;  the  system  being  dilTerent  in  Spain 
from  that  of  other  catholic  countries. 

Amongst  other  causes  for  the  detestation  of  the  monks^ 
so  genera)  in  the  educated  ranks  of  society,  is  the  unjust 
and  iniquitous  resumption  of  the  property  sold  in  1820  and 
during  the  short  period  of  the  sistema.  Not  only  no  money 
was  refunded,  but  where  alterations  had  been  made,  the 
individuals  had  to  restore  them  to  their  pristine  state,  if  re- 
quired, and  no  allowance  was  made  for  improvements. 
By  these  operations,  many  families,  in  all  parts  of  Spain, 
have  been  impoverished  or  ruined,  and  the  state  has  gained 
nothing;  for  some  transactions  took  place  in  the  Cortes, 
respecting  the  sale  of  these  domains,  which  completely  pre- 
cluded it  It  cannot  be  supposed  a  people  like  the  Spaniards 
should  have  any  other  than  unfriendly  feeling  to  such  deal- 
ings, or  the  drones  who  are  the  cause  of  this  unjust  and  un- 
merited suffering. 

Since  the  war  or  monkish  insurrection  of  Catalonia,  they 
have  been  under  the  strict  and  constant  surveillance  of  all 
the  authorities.  In  fact  the  throne  was  far  more  in  danger 
from  them,  than  from  the  liberals,  and  the  strictest  orders 
were  constantly  sent  from  Madrid  respecting  them.  Ac- 
cordiiigly,Jbey  were  scarcely  allowed  to  leave  their  con- 
vents, exceptmg  on  indispensable  and  urgent  business.  I 
have  seen  the  licenses  issued  on  these  occasions.  Besides 
their  being  subordinate  to  the  general  police,  like  all  others, 
they  are  subjected  to  a  most  severe  routine  from  their  own 
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brotherhood.  Their  route  is  specified,  their  halting  places, 
the  time  for  each,  the  authorities  they  are  to  be  inspected 
by,  and  other  details,  with  greater  minuteness  than  any  mi- 
litary furlough. 

Besides  the  obligation  of  duty,  the  military  men  in  ge- 
^  nera],  high  and  low,  have  the  greatest  detestation  for  them, 
and  would  cordially  support  the  government,  if  measures 
should  be  resolved  on  to  suppress  them.  The  effect  on  the 
property  of  individuals  by  the  late  sale  and  resumption  of 
the  property  of  convents,  is  mentioned  under  the  head  of 
the  revenue.  An  instance  of  its  practical  working  came  to 
my  own  personal  knowledge.  A  man  is  living  in  the  heart 
of  the  Sierra  Morena,  who,  during  the  war,  was  the  in- 
cumbent of  an  excellent  and  most  desirable  benefice  in  the 
church.  He  was  elected  deputy  in  the  first  Cortes,  where 
his  talents,  his  real  patriotism,  his  knowledge,  eloquence, 
and  courage,  fearless  alike  of  the  tyranny  of  king  or  people, 
caused  his  being  one  of  the  leading  members.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly designated,  and  with  more  than  twenty  others, 
arrested,  without  a  crime  being  laid  to  their  charge,  or 
their  having  done  any  thing  but  defend  the  throne,  for 
which  he  received  this  recompense.  This  was  the  famous 
act  which  celebrated  the  return  of  the  King  in  1814.  He 
was  confined  for  some  years;  part  of  the  time  in  a  dungeon. 
In  time  he  was  released,  and  on  the  sale  of  the  lands  during 
the  sistema^  he  invested  his  whole  property  in  a  demesne 
belonging  to  a  convent  of  Chartreux,  and  retired  to  cul- 
tivate it  On  the  entry  of  the  French,  in  1823,  his  title  was 
set  aside,  the  land  was  resumed  by  the  convent,  his  money 
lost,  and  he  is  now  living  as  their  tenant;  farming  his  own 
land  and  paying  the  rent  to  the  monks !  I  visited  this  ex- 
traordinary individual,  who  is  in  years,  but  strong  and  vi- 
gorous, full  of  information  and  of  grace,  and  the  gallantry 
of  a  man  of  the  world,  with  the  habits  of  a  real  philosopher. 
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The  impunity  vith  which  offences  were  committed  by 
this  body  was  extraordinary,  and  characterises  the  late 
govenunent,  as  well  as  confirms  the  general  statements  of 
the  inunense  occult  inflnence  they  possessed.     I  believe,  in 
the  war  of  Catalonia,  although  they  were  known  to  be  the 
sole  instigators  of  it,  and  some  were  taken  flagrante  de- 
ficto,  not  one  was  executed,  whilst  the  lay  individuals  taken 
at  the  same  time,  were  unsparingly  dealt  with.     The  most 
singular  instance,  however,  took  place  at  Madrid,  when  I 
was  once  there.    In  one  of  the  disputes  between  the  monks 
of  a  convent,  where,  as  in  the  cabildoSy  if  general  belief  be 
correct,  although  every  thing,  externally  is  carried   on 
smoothly  and  harmoniously,  ^'  Fixed  mind  and  high  dis- 
^f"  and  even  '*  Immortal  hate,*^  invade  their  councils, 
they  so  far  forgot  the  usual  restraints  of  decency  as  to 
aeassinate  the  prior.    It  was  said  he  had  interfered  with 
Aeir  enjoyment  of  unlawful  and  forbidden  pleasures.     Al- 
though it  was  instantly  known  over  the  whole  city,  no  real 
steps  were  taken  to  bring  them  to  justice,  and  the  matter 
was  hushed  up,  in  the  vain  hope  of  bolstering  up  the  repu- 
tation of  the  church,  by  avoiding  public  scandal,  whilst 
these  transactions  are  known  in  a  few  days,  all  over  Spain, 
hy  every  one  who  has  the  least  curiosity  about  them.    The 
sacred  light  in  which  this  part  of  the  establishment  is  held, 
and  to  which  the  interests  and  real  influence  of  the  more 
nselul  part  of  the  establishment  is  sacrificed ;  who  are  obliged 
to  share  the  burdens  and  the  odium  of  these  worse  than 
useless  appendages;  is  the  real  cause  of  the  rankling  hatred 
helween  the  two  great  divisions  of  the  hierarchy. 
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REVENUES  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

1'hb  same  erroneous  ideas  are  abroad  respecting  tbe 
amount  of  the  ecdesiasVical  revenues,  as  upon  so  many 
other  subjects.  They  are  certainly  very  large,  and,  in 
many  instances,  iinequdly  and  disproportionably  dis- 
tributed ;  but  the  fall  in  the  value  of  land,  the  abuses  in  the 
collection  of  their  dues,  with  the  extreme  mildness  in  the 
exaction  of  them,  and  the  enormous  sums  paid  to  govern- 
ment, have  reduced  the  great  body  of  the  church  to  a  stale 
of  property  far  from  enviable ;  and  very  few  benefices,  of 
any  rank,  are  now  adequately  remunerated. 

For  a  long  period  the  increasing  financial  diflSculties  of 
the  country,  with  the  impolicy  and  impracticability  of  laying 
further  burdens  on  the  land,  had  pointed  out  the  vast  pes* 
sessions  of  the  church,  as  a  mean  of  invisibly  increasing  the 
resources  of  the  treasury.  They  were  accordingly  called 
on  to  contribute  to  the  public  burdens,  and  these  calls  have 
been  progressively  increased,  principally,  I  believe^  during 
the  time  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  the  subsequent  dis- 
astrous events  which  have  poured  on  this  unhappy  coun- 
try, until  they  amount  [to  a  sum,  I  have  heard  from  the 
best  concurrent  testimony,  clerical  and  laical,  estimated  at 
70  to  75  per  cent,  of  the  whole  revenues.  This  sum  is 
derived,  Uke  all  Spanish  taxes,  in  a  mode  not  only  strictly 
speaking  illegal,  but  extortionate  and  tyrannical,  aggravat- 
ing the  injustice  of  it  by  the  manner  of  its  operation.  Ano^ 
ther  singularity  is  that  the  people  who  have  succesavdy 
laid  on  these  impositions,  which  are  exactly  after  the  fashion 
of  collecting  revenue  in  the  east,  would  consider  it  sacrilege 
to  touch  an  acre  of  convent  lands,  or  adopt  any  of  the  plans 
now  followed  in  every  catholic  country  to  lop  off  those  iiuH 
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gous  excrescences,  which  have  so  long,  instead  of  promoting 
the  interests  of  it,  done  real  prejudice  to  Christianity,  and 
in  Spain,  as  in  every  other  country,  are  daily  alienating 
portions  of  the  people  iBrom  the  church. 

The  direct  taxes  paid  by  the  clergy  to  government  are, 
a  sum  called  subsidio^  which  is  a  kind  of  personal  or  capi- 
tation tax,  paid  annually  by  the  whole  body,  and  raised  by 
themselves.  At  present,  I  believe,  it  is  ten  millions,  rather 
more  than  «f  100,000.  There  is  the  novena,  or  a  ninth 
of  the  whole  tithes  of  the  kingdom.  There  are  what  are 
called  annnalidades^  which  are  sums,  of  one  to  three  years^ 
salary,  on  appointments  or  translations,  according  to  the 
rank  of  the  parties.  These  principally  aifect  the  higher 
secular  clergy  in  the  cathedrals.  The  curas  or  rectors  of 
parishes  are  subject  to  another  mode  of  exaction.  The 
government  select  an  individual  proprietor  in  the  parish, 
at  dtseretion,  of  course  the  richest,  whose  tithes  are  paid  to 
the  treasury.  Where  there  is  not  found  one  who  is  deemed 
a  sufficient  contributor,  two  are  taken ;  these  are  termed 
€(wa«  escusadas.  It  is  evident  that,  in  very  many  in- 
stances, the  tithes  of  this  casa  are  nearly  the  stipend  of  the 
^ole  parish}  and  that  the  cura  is  left  to  the  good  will  of 
die  other  parishioners.  The  right  of  retaining  vacant 
places  is  exercised  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  revenues  are 
withheld.  The  actual  amount  thus  levied,  I  have  heard 
estimated,  on  very  good  authority,  at  about  a  million  and 
a  half  sterling,  or  about  a  fourth  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
Spain. 

The  folly  of  continuing  this  system  was  seen  by  the 
Cortes.  A  proposal  was  made  to  the  clergy  to  reduce  the 
tithe  to  one  half,  to  be  bona  fide  paid.  This  was  adopted, 
and,  in  one  sense,  worked  well;  but  unfortunately  it  was 
hastily  determined  on,  without  considering  how  the  defi- 
ciency of  revenue  was  to  be  made  up.    It  was  found  that 
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the  people  were  averse  to  new  taxes  for  the  purpose,  and 
preferred  the  old  system.  Some  instances  came  to  my 
knowledge,  where  the  labradores,  on  the  benefit  being 
pointed  out  which  would  result  to  them  from  a  reduction 
of  tithe  to  one  half,  with  a  h'mt  that  a  rise  in  the  rent  might 
be  acceptable  to  the  landlord,  said,  '4t  is  of  no  advantage 
to  us,  we  have  never  paid  more  than  a  twentieth.^'  So 
difficult  is  it  to  legislate  abstractedly!  By  a  law  of  that 
date,  the  tithes  of  all  lands  tid^en  into  euHivatioa  subse- 
quently to  1800,  are  the  property  of  government  In 
some  districts,  but  of  comparatively  small  extent,  the  tithes 
have  been  granted  to  individuak.  In  these,  the  proprietor 
is  obliged  to  provide  for  the  service  of  the  church  at  his 
own  expence.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  found,  notwitii- 
standing  the  mildness  and  liberality  of  the  church,  who  are 
extremely  indulgent  in  general,  to  procure  the  payment  of 
tithes ;  the  collectors  often  obtaining  little  more  than  hard 
words  instead  of  their  dues.  An  edict  was  issued  daring 
my  residence  in  Spain  on  this  subject,  threatening  the  re- 
cusants with  coercive  measures,  in  case  they  persevered  in 
resisting.  In  their  capacity  of  owners  of  houses  in  the 
cities,  which  property  they  hold  very  extensively,  I  have 
heard  they  are  equally  mild  and  indulgent  The  amount 
of  revenues  of  the  great  sees  is  very  much  exaggerated. 
Granada,  which  is  one  of  the  best,  in  its  flourishii^  period, 
before  the  war  of  independence,  was  only  forty  thousand 
duros^  about  eight  thousand  pounds  sterUng;  a  large  soni) 
but  far  below  what  has  been  stated.  A  regular  detailed 
statement  of  every  item  which  made  up  the  revenues  at  that 
period,  including  the  rich  sugar  grounds  of  Motril,  is  ap- 
pended in  the  country  palace  at  Viznar,  near  the  city.  At 
present  it  is  probably  one  third  less.  The  richest  see,  at 
present,  is  Valencia,  the  tithes  of  the  rice  grounds  being  • 
vast,  constant,  and  regular  source  of  revenue.    Of  the 
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bbhopricks,  four  only  are  considered  rich,  Cuenca,  Si- 
guenza,  Placentia,  and  another. 

The  best  appointments  connected  with  the  church  are 
two  administrative  ones.  The  comisario  de  cruzada^  who 
has  the  receiving  the  sum  levied  on  every  person  for  the 
hula  de  cruzada^  empowering  them  to  eat  meat  in  lent,  &c. 
The  sum  raised  in  this  mode  is  very  great ;  it  being  almost 
a  capitation  tax,  and  there  is  no  responsibility  or  check. 
The  enormous  sums  levied  in  this  manner  were  understood 
tobe  paid  chiefly  to  the  apostolical  or  secret  partof  the  go* 
veniment,  and  were  one  of  its  chief  sources  of  supply.  The 
party  who  fills  this  station  is  said  to  live  in  a  style  of  luxury 
quite  unlike  any  one  in  Spain;  in  fact  to  be  quite  an  Apicius, 
and  from  hints  I  have  heard,  might  give  lectures  on  some 
branches  of  the  culinary  art  at  London  or  Paris.  When 
he  went  out,  his  state  resembled  that  of  a  Cardinal,  and  the 
air  was  perfumed  as  he  passed.  The  other  place  is  less 
lucrative,  but  equally  irresponsible.  It  is  that  of  collector 
of  spoils.  In  Spain  the  King  is  heir  to  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  upper  ranks  of  (he  clergy,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  accumulated  at  the  public  expence,  and  to  revert  to 
it  on  his  demise.  They  cannot  devise  it  by  will.  It  seems 
to  be  one  of  their  many  customs  of  oriental  origin.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  each  diocese  is  a  collector  of  spoils,  as  he  is 
termed,  who,  on  the  death  or  severe  illness  of  any  member, 
proceeds  to  collect  what  is  due  to  the  state.  The  receiver 
general  of  these  spoils  is  the  officer  in  question.  The  sum 
received  of  course  cannot  be  known,  and  is  very  much 
diminished  in  these  times,  few  people  exposing  themselves 
to  such  visitations,  unless  in  cases  of  sudden  death. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


848  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. ' 


CHAPTER  Xll. 

Army,  Captain  General. 

The  army  forms  three  graad  divisions.  The  r^ular 
forces  which  may  amount  to  about  40,000  men ;  the  militia, 
which  are  more  numerous ;  and  the  realistas^  royalist 
volunteers  or  national  guards,  which  are  denominated  as 
the  poUtical  state  of  the  country  give  the  predominance 
to  one  party  or  the  other.  The  regular  troops  have  been 
reformed  and  very  much  improved  even  during  the  period 
which  occupied  these  observations.  The  French  system 
pf  equipment  has  been  adopted.  The  men  are  respectably 
plothed  and  appointed,  and  they  are  well  and  regularly  paid. 
The  clothing,  now,  I  believe,  is  entirely  of  Spanish  manufac- 
ture. The  code  of  military  law,  I  have  been  informed,  like  all 
the  Spanish  laws,  is  excellent,  rather  inclining  to  severity; 
and  the  disasters  of  the  armies  must  be  attributed  to  other 
causes  than  a  deficiency  in  that  respect. 

The  Spanish  soldier  is  a  patient,  cheerful,  docile,  endur- 
ing, sober,  and  hardy  being,  who  is  not  easily  disheartened; 
and  may  be  again  and  again  led  on,  if  he  be  properly  com- 
manded. 

The  best  troops,  I  have  heard  from  the  ofiBcers,  are 
those  from  the  north,  who  are  slow  and  require  much 
patience  in  forming  them ;  but  when  once  made  are  better 
than  those  of  the  south,  who  learn  very  quickly  but  are  fire- 
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quently  light  headed  and  iHistable,  somewhat  resembling 
the  Neapolitans. 

The  grand  deficiency  in  the  army  is,  as  no  doubt  it 
always  has  been,  the  want  of  regimental  officers,  up  to  the 
rank  of  captain  inclusive.  There  is  at  present,  for  some 
cause  difficult  to  ascertain,  a  scarcity  of  men  fitted  for  these 
situations;  whilst  every  town  aboui^ds  in  poor  nobles  whoso 
fiunilies  are  too  proud  to  follow  commerce,  or  similar  pup- 
suits,  and  would  appear  to  be  a  naturally  formed  corps  of 
officers.  The  deficiency  of  the  officers  when  I  was  in 
Spain  was  increased  by  the  fear  of  the  Government  in  giv- 
ing a  post  of  the  smallest  weight  to  any  of  those  politi- 
cally opposed  to  them.  This  amounted  to  an  exclusion  of 
nearly  all  the  best  officers,  the  whole  of  whom  are  liberals, 
lo  a  review  1  witnessed  at  Madrid,  I  was  assured  the  only 
man  capable  of  putting  a  thousand  men  through  the  com- 
mon mancBuvres  was  the  minister  of  war  himself. 

Many  causes  have  concurred  in  producing  the  disastersi 
which  have  attended  almost  every  operation  in  modern 
times,  and,  as  I  have  often  heard  the  well  informed  and 
impartial  part  of  society  say,  have  prevented  their  ever 
gaining  a  battle  since  that  of  St.  Quintin.  In  these  timea 
the  strongest  causes  have  certainly  been  the  corruption  of 
those  entrusted  with  the  commands,  in  which  the  foreigners, 
for  whom  the  predilection  seems  undiminished,  have 
krgely  participated.  Many  of  those  in  the  Spanish  service 
are  complete  adventurers,  and  having  no  stake  in  the  country 
can  have  no  real  patriotism  and  are  too  frequently  time 
servers,  easily  adopting  any  creed  which  may  serve  their 
purpose.  The  history  of  the  war  of  independence  and 
occurrences  subsequently  have  furnished  strong  proofs  of 
tins,  and  of  the  great  corruption  which  has  prevailed  amongst 
them,  even  more  than  the  natives.  The  regular  army  is 
drawn  by  ballot  m  the  manner  now  so  general,  with  the 
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exception  of  the  free  provinces,  which  are  subject  to  a  special 
agreement,  as  before  mentioned. 

The  militia  is  a  most  valuable  force,  and  with  a  little  at- 
tention to  discipline,  and  the  selection  of  good  officers  in 
the  lower  ranks,  would  be  every  thing  that  could  be  required 
in  such  a  corps*  It  is  of  the  more  value  on  account  of  the 
very  small  number  of  regular  troops,  owing  to  the  financial 
state  of  the  country,  which  prevents  their  paying  the  re- 
quisite number. 

The  lowest  description  of  force  in  every  reipect  was  the 
corps  of  realislas.  It  was  originally  formed  of  the  bands 
who  took  the  field  in  concert  with  the  Frendi  cabinet,  pre- 
vious to  the  invasion  in  1823.  These  were  gradually  in- 
creased and  became  a  regular  force  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  In  the  large  towns  they  had  quarters  where 
"  Viva  el  rey  absoluto,""  inscribed  over  the  gate,  explained 
their  tenets.  They  were  generally  the  lowest  of  the  po- 
pulace, and,  in  most  places,  of  the  very  dregs  of  society. 
The  only  instance  of  brutality  I  witnessed  in  Spain  was 
from  one  of  this  corps.  I  was  walking  in  the  caUe  de  Al- 
cala,  at  Madrid,  when  before  me  was  a  realista  in  full  uni- 
form, a  little,  weak,  sickly  person,  such  as  are  seen  in  the 
workshops  of  large  cities.  In  an  opposite  direction  caoie 
a  huge  Gallego.  He  passed  *'  between  the  wind  aad 
the  nobility"  of  the  realista,  but  without  touching  him, 
or  doing  any  thing  to  cause  offence.  The  little  man,  if  be 
deserve  the  name,  turned  round,  gave  the  heaviest  blow 
his  strength  would  enable  him,  which  resembled  an  assault 
upon  an  elephant,  and  then,  drawing  his  sword,  struck  the 
Gallego  several  times  with  the  flat  of  it,  who  had  only  to 
seize  him  by  the  throat,  and  in  an  instant  terminate  bis 
career,  as  he  richly  deserved;  but  he  bore  it  with  the  saiie 
patience  the  quadruped  would  in  similar  circumstances,  and 
ihen  walked  on  without  speaking  one  word,  or  taking  (be 
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slightest  notice  of  his  pigmy  adversary.  An  order  was  pub- 
lished in  1830,  setting  forth  that  the  being  enrolled  in  that 
corps  was  not  to  be  considered  a  dispensation  from  work- 
ing, proving  very  clearly  the  basis  on  which  it  was  formed. 
The  most  pressing  orders  were  constantly  sent  to  fill  up  the 
numbers  in  the  villages;  but  there  was  in  most  instances 
an  invincible  repugnance  in  the  respectable  part  of  the 
conununity  to  belong  to  such  a  corps.     The  advantages 
were  considerable.     The  right  of  carrying  arms,  which 
was  to  be  obtained  with  difficulty,  excepting  by  being  re- 
gistered amongst  them,  was  a  powerful  argument  in  most 
parts  of  Spain.    They  had  their  own  chiefs  and  separate 
r^ulations,  but  were  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Captain 
general.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  they  showed  great  ac- 
tivity during  the  plots  of  the  Constitutionalists  in  1830  and 
31,  and  without  them  some  of  the  invading  corps  would  have 
penetrated.     They  were  occasionally  employed  in  the  con- 
veyance of  state  criminals.  One  of  the  pei*sons  engaged  in  the 
attempt  at  Cadiz,  at  the  time  the  Governor  was  assassinated, 
was  taken  some  months  afterwards  in  the  north  of  Spain. 
He  was  escorted  by  detachments  of  them,  to  that  city,  to  be 
tried,  and  to  certain  execution.    On  their  return  from  this 
service,  a  kind  of  public  entry  was  arranged  for  them  at  Se- 
ville by  their  brethren,  and  an  account  was  published  in  the 
Gazette  of  the  rejoicing  on  the  occasion,  which  resembled  the 
fraternising  of  the  republicans  in  France.     Nothing  could 
show  more  distinctly  the  description  of  persons  composing 
this  body,  than  such  a  display.     No  real  Spaniard,  if  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service,  would 
have  thought  of  boasting  or  making  a  parade  of  it     At  a 
great  ball  given  in  a  city  where  I  was  residing,  considerable 
oflTence  was  taken  by  many  of  the  inhabitants,  because  the 
officers  of  that  corps  were  officially  invited  with  the  other 
corps  d'armee,  with  which  they  were  not  considered  to  be 
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associated.  In  this  instance,  as  in  some  others,  sons  of 
ftinctionaries  had  been  enrolled,  in  order  to  bolster  up  a 
body,  to  which,  in  most  parts  of  Spain,  it  was  considered  a 
disgrace  to  belong. 

The  defence  of  Spain  in  the  important  period,  of  her 
modem  history,  the  War  of  Napoleon,  or  that  emphatically 
termed  by  all  parties  **La  Guerra  de  la  Independencia,^ 
as  it  was  fought  to  defend  the  principle  of  national  inde- 
pendence, than  which  no  people  in  ancient  or  modem  his- 
tory have  a  more  durable  or  noble  record,  depended  almost 
entirely  on  their  regular  forces,  formed  by  a  proud  and  ge^ 
nerous  people,  acting  without  general  subordination  or 
central  union  by  a  common  impulse,  directed  sometimes 
well,  but  generally  ill,  by  badly  constituted  and  decrepid 
bodies  and  institutions.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
questions,  as  to  whether  the  success  of  the  war  in  Spain 
was  owing  to  the  British  army,  or,  as  many  Spaniards  hold, 
that  England  and  all  Europe  were  saved  by  Spain,  should 
be  mooted.  There  are  two  points  clear :  the  one,  that  the 
small  number  of  troops  the  English  government  could  spare 
were  of  no  avaiLby  themselves,  against  the  force  Napoleon 
disposed  of  in  the  Spanish  war;  on  the  other  hand,  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that  every  battle  given  by  the  Spanish  re- 
gular armies,  was  lost,  sometimes  at  fearful  odds  in  their 
favour,  and  that,  so  far  from  gaining  they  were  losing  ground, 
and  the  last  campaigns  were  even  more  disastrous  than  the 
earlier  ones,  unless  when  they  were  actually  in  cooperation 
i^ith  the  British  troops ;  their  armies  which  were  succes- 
sively formed  with  vast  trouble  and  exp ence,  being  succes- 
sively dispersed,  like  chaff  in  the  wind,  wherever  they  en- 
countered the  Imperial  Eagle.  The  defence  of  the  country, 
being  in  fact,  left  entirely  to  the  guerillas,  a  description  of 
force  suited  to  the  national  character,  as  well  as  the  local 
position  of  the  country.     With  a  whole  population  armed, 
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DO  en«my  could  be  quietly  iu  possession  of  a  country;  but, 
it  is  quite  certain,  that  with  such  enemies  only;  a  power 
like  that  of  France,  by  the  construction  of  roads  and  com^ 
iDUDications,  and  by  the  possession  of  the  military  posts  and 
keys  of  the  kingdom,  must  have  finally  remained  in  quiet 
sovereignty.  The  solution  of  the  difficulty  was  in  Great 
Britain.  The  command  of  the  sea  and  the  means  of  trans- 
port, with  unlimited  resources,  enabled  a  comparatively 
small  body  of  troops,  who  never  knew  defeat  and  were  di- 
rected by  consummate  talent,  to  effect  what  alone  they 
could  not,  and  what,  without  them,  was  morally  impossible, 
the  deliverance  of  the  Peninsula.  The  arguing,  as  is  found 
the  case  in  both  countries,  partially  in  favour  of  their  own 
side,  tends  to  no  other  purpose,  than  the  Creating  feelings 
of  ill  will  where  none  ought  to  exist;  the  main  question  re- 
maining as  before.  If  any  one  be  desirous  of  entering  on 
this  unprofitable  kind  of  argument,  he  will  find  abun- 
dance of  opponents  at  Madrid  and  elsewhere,  quite  ready  to 
engage  with  him ;  taking  probably  a  very  different  view  of 
the  matter  from  his  own.  The  national  defence  of  Spain  is 
unquestionably  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  If  they  are 
united  and  determined,  as  in  the  late  war,  no  enemy  can 
hope  to  conquer  a  country  with  the  local  advantages  she 
possesses  for  defence.  The  government  has  neither  re- 
gular troops  nor  money,  or  resources  necessary  to  form  an 
army  capable  of  resisting  the  French,  should  they,  under  any 
pretext,  again  repeat  the  invasion.  The  strong  holds  of 
Spain  are  near  the  frontiers.  Navarre,  upper  Aragon, 
and  upper  Catalonia,  which  adjoin  the  French  line  of  de- 
marcation, remained  in  possession  of  the  national  flag 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  war,  and  some  parts  of  them 
were  never  conquered.  The  whole  country  at  the  foot  of 
the  Pyrenees  is  a  mountain  range  of  impregnable  and  al- 
most impassable  fastnesses,  without  roads  and  communica- 
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tioDS,  and  without  military  resources  to  an  invadiDg  enemy. 
The  miserable  fort  of  Cardona,  which  is  within  a  few  lines 
of  Barcelona,  was  never  taken.  The  reason  of  this  was 
the  surrounding  peasantry  and  the  impossibility  of  cod- 
ducting  a  siege,  in  a  neighbourhood  so  favourable  to  the 
operation  of  desultory  warfare. 

Were  the  population  equally  dense  as  in  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces, the  whole  tract  of  mountains,  which  form  the  out- 
side radius,  would  be  equally  defensible.  The  northern 
provinces  and  Galicia,  Asturias,  the  vast  Sierra  de  Cuenca, 
and  Segura,  and  the  upper  range  of  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
lencia and  Murcia,  the  whole  kingdom  of  Granada,  andSer- 
rania  de  Ronda,  as  well  as  parts  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  are 
military  countries  of  great  natural  strength^  if  they  had  a 
population  organized  to  defend  them;  whikt  the  wide  range 
of  lower  Aragon,  the  Castiles,and  Estremadura,  excepting 
where  they  are  partially  traversed  by  the  great  central 
range,  which  separates  the  Castiles,are  open,  wide  and  de- 
fenceless. This  it  was  which  made  the  progress  of  the 
French  armies  apparently  so  rapid,  whilst  they  had,  in  fact, 
effected  very  little.  The  whole  country  around  them  was 
unassailable,  and  of  difficult  and  uncertain  tenure,  when 
momentarily  acquired.  The  ground,  which  was  the  grand 
scene  of  the  exploits  of  Mina,  was  at  the  very  gates  of  the 
military  entrance  of  France,  and  almost  within  hearing  of 
the  guns  of  Bayonne.  The  scientific  departments  of  the 
army  produce  excellent  officers;  mathematical  education 
being  apparently  suited  to  the  grave  and  reflecting  cha- 
racter of  the  people.  In  the  political  changes  which  have 
taken  place,  nearly  the  whole  of  these  officers,  of  every  rank, 
are  on  the  liberal  side.  Their  opinions  were  perfectly 
known  to  government,  who  could  not  replace  and  was 
obliged  to  tolerate  them.  Some,  however,  were  compro- 
mised, and  were  banished  the  kingdom  or  obh'ged  to  quit 
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the  service  and  enter  into  various  civil  employments.  I 
knew  several  of  them,  working  with  the  greatest  cheerful- 
ness, in  situations  quite  unlike  their  former  occupations  and 
habits,  a  proof,  with  so  many  others,  that  idleness  is  not  in- 
herent in  this  people.  Of  the  artillery  and  engineers 
scarcely  an  individual  was  to  be  found  who  was  not  liberal ; 
and  in  the  navy,  the  officers  of  which  were  educated  in 
nearly  a  similar  manner,  the  same  feeling  was  general.. 

1  knew  a  retired  officer  of  artillery  very  intimately,  who 
had  carried  arms  very  late  after  the  invasion  of  1823.  He 
was  prosecuted  inconsequence  and  obliged  to  fly.  He 
profited  by  his  residence  abroad,  and  made  himself  master 
of  the  iron  manu&cture,  in  which  he  was  soon  confi- 
dentially employed  in  various  establishments,  and  from  his 
zeal  and  perfect  knowledge  and  fitness  for  the  office,  will 
leave  his  name  amongst  the  benefactors  of  his  country. 
Whilst  I  was  in  Spain  he  was  living  openly  and  travelling 
about,  with  a  sentence  of  ten  years  presidio  hanging  over 
him,  which  had  been  pronounced  by  the  court  which  tried 
him.  Although  the  sentence  had  never  been  repealed  he  was 
privately  offered  to  be  reinstated  in  his  rank. 

The  glory  of  commencing  the  war  of  independence  rests 
with  this  corps.  In  the  attempt  to  take  Cadiz  by  the  troops, 
in  1831,  it  was  saved  by  the  artillery  at  the  lines,  whose 
sense  of  duty  overcame  their  sentiments  as  individuals, 
which  would  have  led  them  to  join  the  insurgents. 

A  magnificent  pageant  was  prepared  in  the  summer  of 
1832,  of  which  the  objects  have  since  become  more  ap- 
parent, for  the  purpose  of  presenting  their  colours  to  the 
whole  army  of  Spain,-  of  which  detachments  from  every 
corps  and  regiment,  were  collected  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving them  from  the  hands  of  the  Queen.  By  a  singular 
coincidence  the  lot  of  filling  the  post  for  the  artillery  fell 
to  the  very  officer  who,  when  the  sanguinary  attempt  was 
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made  to  put  down  the'constitutioB  by  the  royal  guards,  at 
Madrid,  in  1821,  being  unable  to  walk,  sat  in  a  chair  and 
directed  the  firing  of  his  guns,  assisting  materially  in  re- 
pelling the  attack.  No  unpleasant  result  was  anticipated; 
but  with  the  delicacy  and  good  feeling  of  the  country,  he 
withdrew  his  claim  to  the  honour  and  a  substitute  was 
found,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  exciting  feelings  which 
might  not  be  exactly  in  unison  with  those  so  desirable  on 
the  occasion. 


CAPTAIN  GENERAL. 

The  great  military  divisions  of  Spain  are  at  present  the 
Castiles,  old  and  new,  Aragon,  Catalonia,  Valencia,  Gali- 
cia,  Estremadura,  Navarre,  to  which  are  united  the  free 
provinces,  Granada,  lower  Andalusia,  and  Murcia.  These 
commands  are  of  course  bestowed  on  the  higher  rank  of 
military  officers,  and  the  utmost  care  is  taken  in  selecting 
(hem,  as  in  the  present  organisation  of  Spain  every  thing 
depends  upon  them.  The  regular  emoluments  are  small 
and  they  are  badly  paid,  as  in  all  other  departments;  but 
advantage  is  occasionally  taken  of  the  opportunities  of  pe- 
culation, although  much  more  rarely  than  in  the  other 
branches.  Besides  the  ordinary  military  functions,  which 
give  them  the  disposal  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  and  land,  the 
extraordinary  powers  granted  or  assumed  by  them,  in  some 
cases  from  absolute  necessity,  are  very  great  and  difficult  to 
define.  They  are  invested  with  a  kind  of  dictatorship, 
placing  them  above  every  other  power,  civil  or  ecclesiastic, 
an  *'  alter  ego,"  enabling  them  to  disobey  the  orders  of  Go^ 
vemment  itself,  and  almost  to  set  it  at  defiance. 

This  curious  state  of  things  proceeded  partly  from  the 
general  vices  of  Spanish  administration,  as  explained  in  the 
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ebapter  of  Government,  but  it  has  been  aggravated  by  the 
peculiar  construction  of  the  administration  which  has  go- 
verned Spain  since  1823.  The  main  object  of  their  party, 
being  to  preserve  the  monkish  faction  connected  with  them, 
(heir  orders  naturally  partook  of  the  character  resulting 
from  such  a  composition,  and  vrere  alternately  reasonable 
or  violent,  tyrannical,  unjust,  or  impracticable,  as  it  might 
happen. 

No  man  capable  of  commanding  an  army  could  be  sup- 
posed to  obey  such  a  government  from  any  other  motive 
thannecessity ;  and  their  tergiversation,  frequently  amount- 
ing to  falsehood  and  imbecility,  rather  invited  disobedience 
and  contempt,  than  touched  the  pride  natural  to  a  good 
oflBcer,  of  obeying  regular  and  well  considered  orders.  By 
the  operation  of  these  causes  the  most  curious  anomalies  re- 
sulted. The  government  at  Madrid  depended  for  their 
existence  on  men  whom  they  hated  and  feared,  who,  on 
their  part,  were  only  withheld  by  a  paramount  sense  of  duty 
from  revoking,  or  seceding  from  them.  The  same  neces- 
iity  obliged  them  in  one  province  to  uphold  a  Captain  ge- 
neral whose  proceedings  were  in  direct  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  have  subjected  him  to  se- 
vere and  exemplary  punishment  but  for  this  illegal  support. 

The  naval  reader  will  better  understand  this  order  of 
things  by  recollecting  past  times,  and  the  situations  we 
were  sometimes  placed  in,  by  having  to  deal  with  collate- 
ral authorities  and  civil  juntas  not  identified  with  or  be- 
longing to,  the  service  itself. 

An«>ngst  the  multifarious  duties  which  devolve  on  these 
officers,  the  most  singular  is  that  of  sitting  president  of  the 
chancery  or  audiencia,  the  supreme  courts  of  law  in  the 
respective  provincial  capitals,  which  they  do  in  their  mili- 
tary capacity  and  in  full  uniform.  *  We  may  imagine  the 
effect  it  would  have  in  London  to  see  the  Commander  in 
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ohiaf  go  from  the  Horse-guards^  in  state,  to  take  hii  aeai 
amongst  the  judges  in  Westminster  Hall,  to  hear ''  motions.** 
Yet  t)ie  prejudices  in  England  on  these  subjeoU  are  not  at 
all  stronger  than  in  Spain,  and  the  epurts  not  a  whit  more 
jealous  of  their  privileges.  To  complete  the  ridicule  of  this 
eustom,  the  officer  is  not  allowed  to  interfere,  nor  to  ^peak, 
unless  a  question  of  martial  law  be  raised,  and  it  is  diffieuk 
to  conceive  whether  the  ennui  to  the  person,  or  the  loss  of 
time  to  other  parts  of  his  duties,  be  the  greater. 

b  might  be  inferred  that  this  us^e  wag  derived  from  the 
East.  It  may  very  probably  have  been,  but  if  so,  it  had  long 
lain  dormant,  and  was  introduced,  I  believe,  in  that  grand 
epoch  of  Spanish  history,  the  time  of  the  Prince  of  Pea^ 
The  Captain  general  is  the  natural  (be  of  robbers,  and  the 
natural  protector  of  strangers.  If  the  latter,  however, 
have  the  imprudence  to  commit  themselves  or  become  ii- 
volyed  in  difficulties  of  any  kind,  they  will  not  find  this  (neo- 
tectton  very  efficacious,  notwithstanding  the  good  feeling  of 
such  as  the  Governor  of  Cartagena.  An  instance  occurred 
whilst  I  was  in  Spain  of  a  foreign  prince  residing  there, 
who  contracted  debts  he  was  unable  to  discharge;  a  very 
difficult  matter  in  a  ci^untry  where  specuUtioo  i&  30  low, 
that  credit  is  a  very  small  part  of  the  system.  In  thia  oeso 
the  creditors  appealed  to  the  Captain  general  o£  the  pro- 
vince, to  enforce  payment;  but  afier  repeated  appKctitiow 
of  the  same  sort,  he  said  at  last,  they  must  90  to  the 
tribunals,  as  his  jurisdiction  was  ineffectual  fipir  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  residences  of  these  officers,  who  have  consideceble 
power,  frequently  resemble  petty  courts,  where  intrigiiW 
and  hangers  on  of  low  degree  are  found,  and  surround  the 
chief  with  the  same  jealousy  as  is  practised  in  Che  greaiec 
circles  they  unconsciously  imitate.  I  had  an  oppoctoBity 
of  witnessing  an  instance  of  this,  in  a  case  where  a  low 
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and  ignerant  foreigner,  with  an  hibemian  accent,  who  had 
attained  some  rank,  but  had  long  been  laid  aside,  was 
spending  an  inglorious  old  age  in  this  miserable  manner. 
He  was  leagued  with  a  person  in  official  employment,  and 
they  had  not  the  address  to  conceal  their  paltry  intrigues, 
which  were  carried  on  quite  unknown  to  the  exalted 
and  superior  person  under  whose  shade  they  were  vege- 
tating. 

One  of  the  Captains  general,  lately  dead,  united  the 
functions  of  his  own  department  with  that  of  Impresario, 
or  jobbing  proprietor  of  a  semi-piratical  flotilla,  employed 
by  him,  in  his  military  capacity,  to  repress  smuggling  on  the 
coast,  with  the  ominous  conjunction  of  judge  of  the  court  of 
Admiralty,  in  which  his  own  prizes  were  adjudged.  This 
iadividual,  I  have  understood,  was  originally  a  viDage 
blacksmith.  In  the  war  of  independence  he  became  a 
leader  of  guerilla,  and  shared  in  the  spolia  opima  of  the 
Blighty  scramble  at  Vittoria.  He  was  said  to  be  very  rich, 
fant  he  bad  speculated  largely;  and  at  his  death  it  was  found 
to  be  quite  otherwise.  The  enterprize  of  guarda  costas, 
6iay  hove  been  one  cause.  This  officer  was  a  firm  and 
consistent  friend  of  the  monarchy,  and  was  of  the  numerous 
class  who  cordially  hated  the  monks.  When  their  insur- 
rection broke  out  in  Catalonia  the  feeling  extended  to  the 
neighbouring  province,  which  he  then  commanded.  Having 
ascertained  the  plans,  and  that  meetings  were  held  for  the 
purpose  of  concerting  operations,  he  sent  for  all  the  heads, 
and  threatened  them  with  the  horca^  or  gibbet,  on  the 
first  move  that  should  be  made.  Not  a  monk  was  known 
to  stir  afterwards. 

Of  the  paramount  dictatorial  power  of  these  officers,  a 
proof  was  exhibited  at  Seville.  Great  alarm  was  felt  in 
Spain  on  account  of  the  cholera,  at  the  time  it  was  raging 
hi  France.     Orders  were  issued  for  rogativas,  or  prayers 
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of  supplication,  in  the  churches,  to  avert  the  c^dainity* 
These  rogativas  last  many  days,  during  which  time  all 
public  amusements  are  suspended.  The  period  is,  how- 
ever, occasionally  extended,  and  intervals  or  interrup- 
tions permitted  during  certain  days,  on  which  the  rigorous 
observance  of  the  fast  is  excused.  The  decision  of  the 
points  connected  with  these  observances,  often  give  rise  to 
very  curious  discussions.  A  bull  flght  had  been  prepared 
at  Seville,  of  which  the  term  fixed  fell  within  the  period  in 
question.  The  decision  of  the  knotty  question  as  to  the 
propriety  of  its  taking  place,  after  many  sittings  and  con- 
sultations, the  last  of  which  was  continued  nearly  all  night 
by  the  Ayuntamieuto  and  Cabildo  combined,  was  in  tbe 
negative.  The  instant  the  result  was  communicated  to  him, 
the  Captain  general,  who  was  quite  prepared  for  it,  sent 
in  a  rescript,  in  his  capacity  of  dictator  and  guardian  of  the 
public  safety,  stating  that  the  expences  were  already  incurred 
and  the  preparations  made,  and  that  the  public  tranquillity 
might  be  endangered  by  persevering  in  the  prohibition. 
This  mandate  was  instantly  obeyed;  but  it  is  clear  that  the 
exercise  of  such  powers  requires  great  tact  and  skill,  every 
thing  being,  of  course,  privately  reported  and  commented 
to  the  juntas  at  Madrid,  who  sat  on  judgment  on  every 
individual  employed  in  the  country,  and  had  spies  and 
informers  in  every  place. 

After  the  revolution  of  July  various  bands  of  exiles  as- 
sembled in  the  different  parts  of  the  Spanish  frontiers,  with 
the  intention  of  proclaiming  the  constitution  ;  the  power 
which  had  overthrown  it  no  longer  having  the  ascendency 
in  France.  The  appearance  of  success  was  however  soon 
damped,  except  in  Andalusia,  where  the  liberal  party  is 
extremely  strong,  and  hopes  were  still  entertained  of  effect- 
\ng  a  change.  Measures  were  accordingly  taken  at  Cadiz, 
aud  an  insurrectional  movement  was  openly  spoken  of  as 
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being  probable  in  the  spring  of  1831.  The  garrison,  how- 
ever, was  the  principal  obstacle,  and  without  their  partici- 
pation, as  in  1820,  there  was  little  hope  of  permanent  suc- 
cess. Many  of  the  officers  were  supposed  to  be  disposed 
to  a  change  in  the  government,  and'it  was  determined  to  try 
the  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  garrison,  who  had  been 
appointed  governor  pro  tempore;  the  former  holder  of  that 
office  being  superseded  at  a  moment^d  warning,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  seen  to  enter  a  convent  where  the 
secret  meetings  of  the  monks  and  Carlists  were  held.  This 
tx>Ionel,  who  was  a  plain  soldier,  an  excellent  officer,  and  a 
good  man,  was  accordingly  consulted  on  the  subject.  In 
an  evil  hour  for  himself  he  yielded  in  appearance,  deter- 
mining to  make  himself  master  of  the  plot  and  then  betray 
theauthoi's  of  it.  Accordingly  he  was  soon  put  in  posses- 
sion of  all  their  plans,  which  he  successively  revealed  to 
(he  Captain  general  of  the  province,  his  official  superior, 
who  resided  at  Seville.  As  soon  as  every  thing  was  sup- 
posed to  be  ready,  the  Captain  general  came  to  Xeres  with 
all  the  disposeable  troops  under  his  command.  The  con- 
spirators at  Cadiz  perceived  instantly  that  they  were  lost, 
and  that  the  only  plan  to  save  themselves  was  to  assassinate 
the  Governor.  This  was  done  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
tti  the  open  street,  and  it  was  hoped  it  would  be  the  signal 
for  the  troops  to  rise.  The  men  who'had  struck  the  blow, 
who  were  in  small  number,  instantly  repaired  to  the  Plaza, 
where  the  main  guard  is ;  but  the  officer  on  duty  stood  by 
his  orders  and  they  were  repulsed,  one  of  them  being 
wounded  and  made  prisoner.  Simultaneously  with  this 
movement  the  regiment  of  Marines,  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
service,  marched  from  the  barracks,  which  are  outside 
of  the  land  defences  of  the  town  of  Cadiz,  intending  to 
enter  the  place  and  proclaim  the  constitution  as  in  1820. 
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On  approaching  the  liaes,  however,  the  artUlery  opened  a 
fire  and  they  were  compelled  to  retreat.  In  the  town 
■othing  whatever  was  done.  The  troops  reckoned  on  tlie 
inhabitants  and  the  inhabitants  on  the  troops,  and  by  this 
feeble  balance  the  authority  or  the  government  was  up- 
held. 

At  this  moment  the  fate  of  Spain,  as  to  civil  war  and 
change  of  Government,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Captain 
general  of  Andalusia.  Had  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  insurrection,  the  whole  country  would  in  an  iiuitaBt 
have  been  in  arms  to  support  him,  and  the  ministry  had  no 
force  capable  of  withstanding  him.  The  regiment  of  ma- 
rines being  unable  to  force  the  lines  had  no  alternative  but 
to  quite  the  Isla,  where  they  would  have  been  surrounded, 
and  they  marched  to  Yejer,  a  small  town  on  a  high  and 
commanding  situation  between  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar.  Here 
they  were  surrounded  and  obliged  to  surrender.  As  there 
was  no  chance  of  saving  the  oflBcer^s  hves  they  were  allowed 
to  escape;  the  command  of  course  devolving  on  the  Ser- 
jeants. In  his  dispatch  giving  an  account  of  the  capture 
and  bloodless  termination  of  ]this  critical  affair,  which  was 
solely  owing  to  his  firmness  and  management,  the  Captain 
general  said  that  he  knew  he  was  incompetent  to  promise 
the  lives  of  the  Serjeants,  but  that  if  his  services  entitled 
him  to  any  recompense,  he  entreated  they  might  be  spared 
and  the  royal  clemency  extended  to  these  deluded  men. 
There  was  every  reason  to  suppose  this  would  be  granted, 
and  no  fairer  or  better  opportunity  was  ever  given  to  show 
a  generous  and  magnanimous  spirit  This,  however,  was 
no  part  of  the  system  of  the  monachal  cabal  who  governed 
the  country.  An  order  was  instantly  sent  to  confer  the 
grand  cross  of  Charles  the  Third  on  the  general  and  to 
try  the  men.    The  Captain  general  returned  the  cross 
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saying  that  he  was  unconscious  of  having  done  aby  thing 
(0  deserve  it ;  and  as  the  only  favoiir  he  had  solicit^  hild 
been  refused,  he  wished  for  no  other. 

In  the  process  of  time  the  trial  took  place;  but  ni^ns 
were  found  to  aeqiiit  the  men  of  the  capital  charge,  by  the 
humane  conduct  which  operates  in  this  country  to  neutra- 
lize evil;  and  none  of  them  I  believe  suffered  m6re  than 
eoiiunon  punishment^ 

The  imminefit  danger  the  government  were  placed  in, 
and  the  haiHbi^eadth  escape  they  had  made,  when  every 
Aiog  was  officially  reported  to  be  perfectly  tranquil;  made 
it  extremely  difficult  tcf  decide  what  steps  were  to  be  taken 
to  m^Kge  a  city,  of  which  the  sentiments  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  th^  inhabitants  were  knowb,  althoiigh  scarcely  any 
of  them  had  been  actually  committed.    The  moist  iinjust 
and  arbitrary  as  well  as  barbarous  orders,  were  given  to 
hanish  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  and  to  shut  up  the 
free  port.     A  Governor  who  had  been  retnoved  from  Ma- 
laga, to  make  ^ay  for  the  personage  who  will  be  mentioned 
subsequently,  ^ad  appointed.    No  better  choice  could  have 
been  made  than  General  Manso,  the  famous  guerilla  chief 
of  Catalonia,  who  wa^  originally  a  miller,  and  tbfough  the 
trying  ctrcumstaaces  in  which  he  wais  placed,  conducted 
himself  with  equal  firmness,  mildness,  and  moderation. 
Notwithstanding  the  confidenee  placed  in  such  a  man,  it 
did  not  suit  the  vieWs  of  the  minister  to  entrust  so  important 
a  command  to  any  one  individual,  and  I  have  understood 
a  secret  junta  was  actually  appointed,  to  watch  and  eon- 
troul  every  act,  alid  examine  every  order,  emanating  from   ' 
him,  reporting  their  view  of  it  to  their  employers,  and  sus- 
pwidiiig  it^  if  they  judged  proper.    At  Madrid,  it  was  given 
Ottt  (bat  the  government  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the 

*  See  the  ofaapter  on  the  Clergy. 
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former  Governor,  in  tampering  with  rebels ;  but  the  hiafory 
at  Malaga  soon  proved  that  it  was  the  failure,  and  not  the 
principle,  which  elicited  those  censures. 

Of  the  strange  manner  in  which  the  military  functions 
and  those  of  police  were  mixed  up,  the  dreadful  tragedy  of 
the  death  of  Torrijos  is  the  most  striking  example.  That 
ill-fated  man  was  a  general  officer  of  high  reputation,  and 
Governor  of  Cartagena,  at  the  time  of  the  last  invasion. 
He  was  very  well  connected  in  society,  and  in  every  respect 
his  character  was  unimpeachable.  He  took  the  conunand 
of  one  of  the  bands  intended  to  invade  Spain  after  the 
change  of  government  at  Paris,  and  repaired  to  Gibraltar, 
where  he  unfortunately  found  means  to  be  privately  intro- 
duced, in  violation  of  the  laws.  He  was  lodged  for  several 
months  in  some  of  the  curious  old  houses  in  that  place,  and 
as  the  exact  site  was  imknown,  and  the  police  were  unac- 
quainted with  his  person,  and  the  government  had  no  actusJ 
right  of  general  search  without  specific  information,  aH 
attempts  to  dislodge  so  inconvenient  a  resident  were  found 
ineffectual.  When  all  the  efforts  made  by  his  companions 
proved  of  ho  avail,  and  it  was  evident  to  every  one  but 
himself  that  he  could  effect  nothing,  be  resisted  every  effort 
of  persuasion  to  retire  and  give  up  a  cause  apparently  so 
hopeless,  and  reserve  his  talents  and  patriotism  for  better 
times.  It  was  little  known  that  one  cause  of  his  pertinacity 
was  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Malaga, 
who  was  appointed  to  that  situation  for  the  express  purpose 
of  entrapping  him,  by  pretending  to  participate  in  his 
views,  and  promising  to  join  him  with  the  garrison  on  his 
appearing  upon  the  coast.  It  is  inconceivable  that  men  like 
Torrijos  and  Lopez  de  Pinto,  his  second,  both  men  of  great 
talent  and  knowledge  of  the  world  and  of  society,  should 
have  been  the  dupes  of  this  miserable  plot,  contrived  by  a 
man  whose  name  was  notorious  throughout  Spain.    He 
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was  known  where  (be  use  of  sobriquets  is  universal  by 
that  of  *'  El  male/'  to  distinguisb  faim  from  a  near  relative 
who  had  tbe  opposite  denomination.  His  plan,  bowever, 
completely  succeeded.  The  unfortunate  men  were  so 
blinded  by  their  enthusiastic  credulity,  that  they  actually 
landed  without  arms,  either  in  tbe  vain  hope  that  in  the 
case  of  failure  it  might*  operate  in  their  favour,  by  showing 
that  they  had  no  intentions  of  making  war,  or  that  it  was 
unnecessary  where  they  expected  to  find  only  friends  and 
coadjutors.  They  were  immediately  surrounded,  made 
prisoners,  and  conducted  to  Malaga.  A  long  conversation 
took  place  between  Torrijos  and  the  Governor,  which  still 
left  him  in  ignorance  as  to  bis  intentions,  and  it  was  only 
when  they  were  shut  up  in  the  convent  allotted  as  their 
place  of  confinement,  and  the  capuchins  came  to  prepare 
them  for  immediate  death,  that  they  were  aware  of  the 
snare  which  had  been  laid  for  them,  into  which  they  had 
so  imprudently  fallen.  When  the  monks  entered,  they 
said,  "Do  you  know  the  object  of  our  visit?"  Torrijos 
answered,  "  No !  I  do  not  know  it,  but  I  presume  what  it 
is."  "No  lo  se,  pero  lo  presumo,"  meaning  that  he  had  no 
previous  knowledge  of  the  fate  intended  for  him,  which  the 
arrival  of  these  harbingers  of  death  then  made  too  clear. 
The  single  exclamation,  "DiosI  que  traycion  T'then  escaped 
his  lips.  He  went  instantly  round  to  his  unfortunate  com- 
panions, exhorting  them  to  meet  their  fate  with  the  firmness 
becoming  them;  and  they  occupied  his  care  and  kindness  to 
the  last  moment.  From  the  testimony  of  the  naonks  he 
received  their  assistance,  and  no  better  proof  could  be  given 
of  his  superior  mind,  than  the  submitting  to  receive  reli- 
gious rites  from  men  whom,  not  as  individuals,  but  in  their 
corporate  capacity,  he  knew  to  be  the  cause  of  his  untimely 
and  melancholy  end.    His  last  words  are  sard  to  have  been 
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addressed  to  them,  id  nearly  the  following  terms:  "You 
have  triumphed  for  the  present,  but  yout  days  are  num- 
bered. This  generation  will  not  pass  away  before  your 
ejListence  is  terminated,  and  our  children  will  inherit  your 
possessions.^ 

The  execution  was  worthy  the  preliminaries  to  it.  There 
were  twenty-seven  prisoners,  who  were  taken  out  in  two 
divisions,  each  man  beiiig  tied  to  the  next  by  ropes.  They 
were  thus  placed  in  line  Upon  the  beach,  and  troops  drawn 
up  and  ordered  to  fire  on  them.  Every  one  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  military  matters  is  aware. what  the  result 
must  have  been.  The  first  division  were  dispatched  with 
great  difficulty,  after  many  discharges.  On  the  second,  the 
young  troops,  on  whom  this  dreadful  duty  was  imposed, 
became  so  horror  struck,  that  they  were  unequal  to  the 
performance  of  it  I  was  informed  that  they  actually  ran 
from  the  ground,  and  were  obliged  to  be  rallied  and  led 
up  to  the  victims,  in  the  manner  practised  in  chai^ng  an 
enemy.  The  natural  result  was  that  the  bodies  were  mati- 
lated  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  and  after  being  stripped 
by  the  populace,  they  were  thrown  into  a  scavenger's  cart 
and  conveyed,  in  a  state  of  nudity,  to  the  Campo  Santo  for 
interment.  One  was  even  said  to  have  been  discovered  to 
be  aUve,  and  was  dispatched  by  the  convict  who  conducted 
their  remains  to  their  last  earthly  abode. 

Amongst  the  sufferers  was  an  Irish  gentleman,  of  good 
Ceuoaily,  named  Boyd,  who  had  embarked  in  the  imprudent 
enterprize,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  relinquish  it. 
Every  thing  was  done  by  the  British  local  authority  to  save 
his  life,  and  to  prevent  the  injustice  and  useless  cruelty  of 
executing  a  defenceless  man,  in  a  manner  only  praetised 
amongst  savages,  but  without  avail.  His  body  was  reco- 
vered, and  treated  by  his  countrymen  with  a  degree  of 
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respect  which  astooMied  (he  moviis  who  witnessed  the 
transactioB.  One  of  them  wrote  an  account  of  it,  of  which 
I  have  seen  a  copy.  By  a  singular  coincidence  this  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  was,  I  believe,  the  first  subject  deposited 
in  the  new  burial  ground;  that  at  Malaga  being  the  first 
protestattt  cemetery  permitted  in  Spain.  Effectual  care  was 
taken  to  provide  Mr.  Boyd  with  spiritual  assistance,  and  to 
gain  hisOf  if  possible,  to  the  faith.  An  Irish  monk  was 
sent  for  the  purpose,  but  his  efforts  were  quite  unavailing. 
Certainly  the  sort  of  Ailments  used  in  this  instance  to  sup^ 
port  the  catholic  faith  were  not  likely  to  win  over  any  per- 
sons who  before  had  doubts  on  the  subject.  To  this  zeal 
was  due  the  only  opportunity  afforded  him  of  communicat- 
ing with  the  Consul,  and  I  have  seen  an  original  and  most 
manly  letter  he  wrote,  when  perfectly  prepared  for  his  ine- 
vitable fate,  but  willing  to  do  what  might  be  effected  without 
solidtiBg  the  life  which  he  had  voluntarily  thrown  away.  A 
considerable  sum  of  moqey  entrusted  (o  the  monk  was  care- 
fiiHy  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Consul. 

There  is  a  striking  peculiarity  in  this  transaction,  in  the 
ease  of  a  Britidi  subject  "They  manage  these  things  better 
in  France.'"  Every  one  of  the  Frenchmen,  who  were 
actually  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  on  the  field  of 
battle,  in  Navarre,  were  set  at  liberty,  and  I  believe  not 
one  of  them  was  executed. 

The  correspondence  of  Torrijos  and  the  Governor  was  a 
melandioly  display  of  openness,  manliness,  and  candour, 
incapable  of  guile  or  suspecting  it  in  others,  with  falsehood, 
meanness,  and  duplicity. 

This  transaction  was  managed  solely  and  entirely  be- 
tween the  Governor  of  Malaga  and  the  government  at 
Madrid.  The  instant  the  party  was  taken,  an  express 
was  sent  off  direct,  in  the  mode  termed  ''  ganando  ho- 
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ras,''  which  reached  the  capital  in  an  unusually  short 
time.  With  the  same  celerity  orders  were  dispatched 
for  their  immediate  execution,  without  the  slightest  form 
of  trial. 

The  superior  military  authority  of  the  province,  in  this 
case,  was  the  Captain  general  of  Granada,  who  happened 
to  be  the  Conde  de  los  Andes,  the  last  Ykeroy  of  Peru; 
He  was  completely  excluded  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
proceedings,  and  looked  down  from  his  elevated  station  ou 
this  scene  of  iniquity,  as  the  blessed  Gods  are  fabled  to 
have  done  from  OFympus  at  the  storms  raging  beneath 
them. 

As  the  Governor  of  Malaga  was  under  his  orders,  oi 
whom  every  thing  depended  in  case  of  the  success  of  such 
attempts,  he  naturally  called  on  him  to  account  why  he  bad 
not  been  made  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  in  a  regular 
manner.  The  answer  was  that  the  party  was  acting  ia 
his  capacity  of  chief  of  the  police,  which  was  independent 
of  his  military  duties ;  and  that  he  owed  him  no  account, 
his  orders  emanating  directly  from  the  government  itself. 
Reference  was  made  to  Madrid :  his  view  was  confirmed 
and  the  Captain  general,  who  was  of  the  ancient  and  real 
race  of  Spain,  instantly  gave  in  his  resignation,  whigh  was 
accepted ;  and  the  other,  who  had  been  already  promoted 
for  a  service  which  merited  a  very  different  recompense, 
was  appointed  to  command  the  province  in  his  place. 

There  can  be  little  use  in  concealing  the  name  of  the  in- 
dividual, who  has  voluntarily  consigned  bis  name  to  pos- 
terity in  the  annals  of  his  country,  in  connexion  with  one 
of  the  darkest  pages  in  them.  It  is  Moreno.  The  go- 
vernment were  so  far  ashamed  of  the  transaction  that  very 
little  was  said  about  it,  but  an  hypocritical  lamentation  was 
published  in  the  Gazette  over  the  fatality,  which,  it  was 
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said,  had  urged  (hem  to  throw  away  their  lives,  on  their 
iiative  soil 

It  is  gratifying  that  one  of  the  (irgt  acts  on  the  fall  of 
Calomarde,  by  the  administration  which  succeeded,  was  to 
supersede  this  person,  and  in  obscurity  he  must  pass  a  life 
fiuDied  by  a  transaction  execrated  by  every  party  in  Spain. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Manners  of  the  people. 

The  complaints  in  Spain  are  very  general,  both  from 
their  writers  and  in  society,  that  they  have  been  misun- 
derstood and  misrepresented  by  the  various  strangers  who 
have  visited  the  country,  and  given  descriptions  of  it,  more 
especially  in  those  parts  which  treat  of  the  manners  of  the 
people.  These  complaints  are  so  common  and  they  con- 
sider it  so  natural  to  travellers  to  indulge  in  the  strain  of 
vituperation  or  sarcasm  which  are  frequently  found  in  their 
books,  that  they  now  seldom  attend  to  them,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  seeing  or  hearing  of  any  notice  whatever  being 
taken  of  the  last  works  published  in  England.  We  have 
our  full  share  In  these  censures,  which  the  French  partake 
with  us.  The  prejudices  on  these  subjects  are  rapidly 
passing  away,  and  the  extensive  intercourse  we  have  daily 
with  foreign  nations,  is  destroying  the  ancient  feeling  of 
exclusive  superiority.  We,  of  all  people,  can  best  afford  to 
be  just  and  even  generous  on  the  subject  of  morality.  The 
greatness  of  England,  her  liberty  and  influence  on  the 
world,  are  unquestionably  owing  to  the  high  moral  prin- 
ciples of  the  mass,  on  which  the  national  character  and  na- 
tional feelings  are  based,  and  have  produced  the  splendid 
station  we  occupy  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth.  We 
do  not  add  to  our  stature,  physically  oc  moraUy,  by  en- 
deavouring unduly  to  depreciate  that  of  others,  and  the 
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oppoBite  course  would  be  more  magnamaAoua,  by  iadul- 
gendy  ooasidering  what  allowances  are  required  for  thote 
less  kappily  situated  than  ourselves.  Another  reason  is 
forcing  itself  upon  us,  to  make  us  more  candid  and  just  to 
others ;  we  are  not  invulnerable  ourselves.  We  have  been 
well  dif^d,  it  is  true,  but  the  heel  or  rather  a  lai*ge  part 
bas  been  left  out  in  the  operation,  and  both  friends  and 
eoemies  are  endeavouring  to  assail  us  upon  our  weak  point 
We  have  shown  ourselves  rather  too  sensible  to  the  flippant 
satire  of  a  stranger,  who  has  returned  the  hospitality  which 
was  showered  upon  him,  by  ridicuUng  the  parties;  who 
have  thus  paid  rather  dearly  the  honor  of  having  it  inserted 

intheMomii^Post,  that  the  Prince had  attendedtheir 

soirte,  and  did  not  expect  a  petty  German  noble  would 
thus  turn  upon  them ;  showing  only  a  quick  and  true  sense 
of  what  is  ridiculous  in  society,  but  no  other  earthly  talent 
or  knowledge,  and  demonstrating  himsdf  to  be  incapable 
of  estiipaiing  or  appreciating  a  country  like  England.  Yet 
he  is  charitable,  compared  to  many  writers  on  Spain,  who 
were  equally  icporant  with  himself,  but  thought  to  attack 
the  vitab  instead  of  lacerating  the  surface,  as  the  natural 
talent  of  the  German  caused  him  to  do.  Another  reason 
lor  our  being  indulgent  towards  the  Spaniards  is,  that  of  all 
foreign  nations,  an  Englishman  is  the  most  respected  by 
tkeoL  Thia  feeling  still  prevails  unbroken,  aUbough  some 
strange  specimena  of  John  BuH's  family  have  been  e^^hibited 
amongst  them  of  late  years,  and  it  is  always  his  own  fault 
if  he  be  not  well  received  and  respected  in  society.  There 
is  much  more  analogy  in  the  characters  of  our  countries^ 
and  a  real  Spaniard  and  a  real  Englishman  always  under- 
stand each  other,  whilst  with  our  neighbours  it  is  inversely, 
the  cases,  where  the  two  parties  really  suit  each  other,  being 
of  extraordinarily  rare  occurrence.  The  rapid  manner  in 
which  nearly  all  who  have  written  on  Spain,  have  passed 
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through  the  counUry,  is  ample  excuse  for  many  mistakes, 
and  incorrect  judgments,  hastily  formed,  and  often  referred 
to  some  preconceived  theory.  So  much  do  the  narratives 
resemble  each  other,  Ihat  the  country  is  ahnost  become  one 
of  convention,  like  the  portraits  of  persons  who  have  never 
been  really  drawn,  but  are  received  as  original.  The  pre- 
sent facilities  for  travelling  are  adding  to  those  evils,  with- 
out increasing  the  mass  of  information.  In  the  present 
mode  of  managing  these  things,  a  man  may,  with  the  help 
of  a  little  Anglo  or  Scoto  French,  and  the  steam  boats,  get 
to  Rome,  and  throwing  in  his  modicum  to  the  cauldron  of 
languages  there,  pass  current,  but  in  Spain  this  is  not  suf- 
ficient. How  can  the  passing  three  or  four  pays  in  a/N>- 
nada^  or  a  boarding  house,  enable  any  one  to  judge  of  the 
morality  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  city  ?  It  is  impossible, 
whatever  be  the  intelligence  of  the  party,  and  he  must  be 
the  dupe  of  those  who  chuse  to  amuse  themselves  at  his  ex- 
pence.  Yet  on  these  data  are  the  accounts  sent  out,  which 
profess  to  lead  the  public  in  other  countries.  -The  perio- 
dical press,  which  ought  to  keep  a  check  on  this  style  of 
writing,  is  carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and,  very  recently, 
the  most  polished  and  amiable  people  in  existence  are  com- 
pared in  one  of  them  to  a  horde  of  African  savages.  No 
country  will  bear  to  be  tried  by  the  exceptions.  How 
should  we  like  to  have  books  compiled  by  foreigners,  on 
the  data  furnished  by  proceedings  in  the  law  courts,  or 
processes  for  divorces,  in  the  house  of  Lords,  or  the  his- 
tories, not  private,  but  known  to  all  society,  of  great  families, 
and  individuals,  of  daily  occurrence,  which  are  paraded  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public  ?  Or  how  should  we  like  to  hear  of 
accounts  being  given  of  the  proceedings  of  Joanna  South- 
cote  and  her  followers  ?  The  answer  of  course  would  be, 
these  things  are  true,  but  they  are  anomalies  and  excep- 
tions, and  not  the  rules  of  society,  which  is  quite  itncon- 
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iieeted  with  them.  The  slmie  is  exactly  the  ease  in  Spain, 
There  is  vice,  and  felly,  and  hypocrisy,  and  every  other  de- 
icription  of  evil ;  but  where  is  there  not?  We  find  that 
^en  the  pure  and  natural  life  of  the  Americans  does  not 
preserve  them  firom  furnishing  their  quota  to  mortality;  and 
the  doty  of  every  one  is  to  judge  impartially,  discriminating 
between  good  and  evil,  and  not  to  be  led  away  by  superfi- 
cial appearances.  Every  country  has,  morally  and  phy- 
sically, its  doac».  We  should  not  thank  any  foreigner  who 
would  describe  Fleet  ditch,  and  such  places,  and  point  them 
out  as  exhibiting  a  picture  of  London,  whilst  he  omitted  to 
look  for  the  squares,  or  public  edifices,  or  what  was  good 
and  noble  in  the  city.     But  to  proceed. 

When  the  line  of  introduction  is  passed,  no  men  can  be 
more  frank  and  unreserved  in  their  intercourse,  with  friends 
and  acquaintance,  than  the  Spaniards.  But  at  the  present 
period,  the  disasters  of  the  times,  the  diiferences  of  political 
opinioBs,  and  the  jealousy  of  the  government,  have  con- 
curred to  break  up  general  society  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  country.  In  many  principal  cities,  even  in  Andalusia, 
where  the  people  are  the  most  social  iu  the  world,  there  is 
not  a  single  tertulia^  or  house  of  general  resort,  and  of 
easy  reception  for  strangers.  This,  however,  is  only  a  partial 
evil,  fatal  to  the  rapid  traveller,  or  to  those  who  are  satis- 
fied with  seeing  the  same  manners  which  prevail  io  the 
rest  of  Europe  ;  the  fashion  of  the  day  being,  to  beat  down 
every  thing  national,  and  conform  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  general  rules  of  convention  elsewhere.  In  these  places 
the  real  manners  cannot  be  studied.  The  people  must  be 
IbHowed  into  private  life,  and  seen  in  the  interior  of  their 
houses  and  amidst  their  families.  This  is  only  to  be  done 
by  residing  amongst  them,  and  cultivating  the  good  will  of 
men,  with  whom,  from  the  prince  to  the  beggar,  possessing 
it,  you  do  every  thing,  and  without  it,  nothing.     In  the 
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social  relations  of  life,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  inl'- 
posed  on  men,  as  Christians,  and  members  of  civilized 
society,  they  are  excelled  by  no  people  on  earth.  A  grand 
distinction  of  the  Spaniards  from  other  nations  of  the  sondi 
of  Europe  is,  their  domestic  habits.  No  nation  is  more 
extensively  or  thoroughly  domestic  in  all  their  tastes,  habits, 
and  inclinations.  They  most  resemble  ourselves  in  this 
respect,  and  it  is  quite  carried  as  far  as  in  England.  The 
whole  character  of  the  people  and  of  society  is  mixed  up 
with  it,  and  it  affects  every  thing  in  the  situation  of  Spain. 
There  is  hardly  any  difference  rn  this  respect  througliout 
the  country.  Provincianos,  Asturians,  Galicians,  Castilians, 
Valencians,  Catalans,  Andaluzes,  or  f^tremenos,  aU  are 
alike  in  this.  The  manner  of  doing  the  honor  of  their 
houses  to  visitors,  is  quite  peculiar  to  the  country.  Unless 
in  places  of  constant  resort  to  strangers,  which  are  very 
rare,  a  Spaniard  seldom  deputes  this  office  to  others.  It  is 
almost  invariably  done  in  person,  in  a  manner  quite  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  seen  in  any  other  part  of  Europe.  The 
rules  are  so  simple,  and  so  conformable  to  the  real  cnstoms 
of  politeness,  that  it  is  extraordinary  they  should  so  com- 
pletely escape  many  foreigners,  who  have  committed  the 
most  ludicrous  mistakes,  and  have  been  pronounced  to  be, 
sin  educacion^  a  dreadful  anathema  in  Spain.^  It  is  not 
usual  to  walk  into  a  house  covered,  nor  without  returning 
the  grave  and  polite  welcome  which  awaits  every  one, 
whatever  be  his  business,  who  visits  the  house.  It  is  un- 
usual to  turn  the  back,  or  sit  with  the  back  turned  on  any 
one,  even  in  a  public  room,  where  parties  are  unacquainted. 
On  departing  from  a  house  a  stranger  is  accompanied  to 
the  door,  and  frequently  beyond  it,  and  he  should  make  a 
slow  and  respectful,  and  not  a  hurried  retreat,  above  ail, 

*  The  expression  tin  educaciony  or  no  tiene  education,  does  not 
that  a  person  is  uneducated,  but  that  he  is  iU  bred. 
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being  mindful  that  the  master  has  his  eye  fixed,  and  is 
ready  to  make  a  bow  and  obeisance  at  the  extreme  point, 
where  his  guest  must  disappear  from  his  sight.     All  this 
passes  in  a  serious  manner,  without  any  attempt  at  display 
or  theatrical  effect^  as  in  some  coiintries,  (it  the  cold,  super- 
cUioas  politeness  of  sonlie  others,  on  a  cdni^train^  or  acci- 
dental reception.    Such  is  th^  charm  of  the  mailner  iti 
which  this  duty  of  hospitality  is  performed,  that  I  hav^ 
repeatedly  accepted  invitations  to  visit  houses,  where  I 
bew  there  was  nothing  curious,  merely  td  witness  th6 
inimitable  grace  with  which  the  owner^  invariably  receive 
their  guests,  if  only  for  a  temporary  visit.     The  same  cor- 
diality atten<ls  their  reception  of  strangers,  in  parts  where 
it  is  the  cnstom  to  lodge  at  the  houses  of  persons  to  whom 
yon  are  recommended.  To  give  one  instance  of  the  serious 
fight  in  which  the  obligation  of  hospitality  is  viewed  in 
Spain.     A  family  I  knew,  of  the  greatest  rtepectabilily, 
were  liberals.    At  the  time  of  the  last  invasion,  the  elder 
son  had  taken  arms  and  was  with  Mina  in  Catalonia,  when 
the  French  entered.     He  was  wounded,  made  prisoner, 
and  carried  to  France.    Just  as  they  received  this  news, 
the  army  of  the  Duke  d^Angoul^me  arrived  in  the  dty 
where  they  lived.  A  French  officer  presented  himself  with 
a  letter  of  introduction.     Had  it  happened  in  France  or  in 
any  other  country  but  the  one  in  question,  it  is  clear  what 
reception  he  would  have  met.  Here  the  sense  of  politeness 
overcame  every  other  consideration ;  and  the  lady  of  the 
house  said,  ^'As  an  individual  recommended  to  us  we  shall 
be  glad  to  see  you ;  as  a  Frenchman  we  can  not  pay  you 
that  compliment.''    This  is  the  cotnmon.  custom  of  the 
country,  but  it  is  necessary  to  know  them,  before'  you  are 
on  this  footing,  and  it  is  needless  to  observe,  that  it  gives 
great  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  people. 

The  best  Spanish  manners  combine  the  degree  of  frank- 

18* 
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aess  and  openness,  with  proper  reserve  and,  oaution,  of 
seriousness  and  gravity,  with  cheerliiiAest,  based  on  the 
most  perfect  philanthropy  and  respect  for  others  as  for 
self,  which  probahly  constitute  the  perfection  of  homaa 
manners.  So  pure  are  they,  that  the  slightest  fot«ign 
mixture  is  immediately  perceived,  and  in  numberless  in- 
stances which  came  under  my  observation,  I  never  saw 
one,  in  which  either  male  or  female  had  gained  by  residing 
abroad,  althou^  many  had  done  so  without  their  national 
manners  being  altered  or  impaired.  Another  striking 
peculiarity  is  observable;  the  best  informed  men  1  met  with 
in  the  country,  had  never  been  out  of  it,  and  viewing  the 
means  they  have  of  procuring  information,  the  knowledge 
possessed  by  many  individuals  is  quite  extraordinary.  The 
men  possessed  of  scientific  information,  in  every  instance 
which  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  whom  1  had  occasion 
to  consult,  who  were  very  numerous,  I  found  had  almost 
one  invariable  character.  The  utmost  simplicity;  no  pre- 
tension, or  quad^ery;  the  greatest  readiness  to  com- 
municate what  information  they  possessed,  and  not  the 
slightest  attempt  at  mystery,  or  concealment,  or  of  warping 
their  own  minds,  or  those  of  others,  by  theories  or  dis- 
tracted views.  Their  chief  characteristics  seem  to  be 
strong,  plain,  shrewd  sense,  and  defih  of  observation,  the 
most  proper  foundation  for  scientific  acquirements;  and  the 
respect  those  who  seek  information  are  treated  with,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  their  wishes  are  gratified,  by 
every  one,  are  the  certain  proof  of  the  natural  inteUigence 
of  the  people.  It  unfortunately  happens  that  nsost  [of  the 
men  of  scientific  knowledge  and  pursuits,  now  in  Spain, 
are  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  few  of  the  present  gene- 
ration seemed  preparing  to  take  their  places.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  times  were  the  cause  of  this,  and  that  it 
will  now  be  otherwise.     The  state  of  morals  in  Spain  bas 
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excited  ike  curiosity  of  most  who  have  visited  the  country, 
and  bave  up  to  the  presesi  time  vied  with  each  other,  most 
imioteiitioiially  no  doubt,  in  ribelling  and  misrepresenting 
it.  Most  of  these  writers,  of  all  countries,  attack  the  women 
either  openly  or  indirectly,  especially  the  Andaluzas,  against 
whom  every  one  shoots  his  tiny  shaft.    One  of  our  writers 
used  the  expression  ^^  the  unprecedented  faithlessness  of  the 
women,"  an  opinion  founded  on  the  most  perfect  ignorance 
ofthor  character.     No  women  certainly  less  deserve  such 
an  imputatiim.     Infidelity,  which  no  doubt  occurs,  is  the 
exception,  and  not  the  rule.     Beyond  all  question,  vice 
exists  amongst  them,  but  in  what  country  does  it  not  ?    If 
|he  average  through  Spain  be  taken,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
in  no  part  of  civilized  Europe  would  the  balance  be  turned 
against  her  in  the  present  day.     The  greatest  feature  in 
(he  national  character  is,  as  it  always  has  been,  fidelity  to 
engagranents,  and  there  are  extremely  rare  instances  of 
women  failing  in  their  duty,  when  they  are  properly  treated, 
and  not  left  and  instigated,  as  it  sometimes  happens,  to  act 
otherwise.     One  celebrated  instance  of  female  profligacy, 
was  caused  by  the  i*etort  or  reply  of  the  husband,  when 
remonstrated  with  for  infidelity,  which  was  of  a  nature  no 
wcnnan  could  ever  pardon,  much  less  an  Andaluza,  al- 
though the  mode  of  revenge  cannot  be  defended.     So  little 
is  infiddity  in  the  character  of  the  women,  that  instances 
constantly  occur,  of  faithful  and  disinterested  conduct  in 
vicious  connexions,  which  have  been  lost  by  the  neglect 
or  mismanagement  of  the  rightful  possessor  of  them.     In 
forgiving  infidelities  they  are  extremely  generous,  provided 
it  be  ttot  attended  with  insult  or  aggravation;  there  are 
frequent  occurrences  of  it,  where  the  rival  is  of  superior 
beauty,  and  the  temptation  is  very  great.     The  resentment 
in  tliose  instances  Cedls  probably  on  the  rival.     In  this 
instance  it  was  directly  the  reverse.     With  the  quick  feel- 
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ing  they  possess,  no  women  judge  more  accurately  or  justly 
of  their  own  claims  to  personal  admiration,  or  those  of 
others.  They  are  accustomed  from  early  youth  to  be  rallied 
Qn  their  defects,  as  well  as  complimented  on  their  opposite 
qualities,  \;/ith  the  frankness  which  b  so  strong  a  Seature 
of  the  national  character.  In  no  country  are  belter  ex- 
amples of  domestic  and  connubial  happiness  to  be  found, 
even  in  cases  where  there  is  a  disparity  of  age,  and  other 
feasons  might  tend  to  clause  the  contrary.  The  young  wo- 
men are  brought  up,  in  the  better  families,  entirely  with  a 
view  to  their  becoming  mistresses  of  houses,  and  they  possess 
fdl  the  talents  natura)  to  their  sex,  in  a  degree  excelled  by 
no  other.  In  the  provinces  they  are  accustomed  from 
childhood  to  trot  after  their  mothers  to  the  bazaars;  and  in 
|.he  Moorish  cities,  may  be  still  seen  in  mantilla,  perfect 
painiatures  of  the  stately  matron  whom  they  follow.  As 
soon  as  they  are  able,  they  are  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  business  on  their  own  account,  and  may  be  seen, 
yi'hile  very  young,  bargaining  and  reasoning  and  wheedling 
the  dealers.  Their  education  is  almost  entirely  managed 
fit  home.  Strong  prejudices  exist  against  seminaries,  and 
there  are  scarcely  any  religious  societies  for  the  purpose, 
as  in  other  catholic  countries.  So  great  is  the  dislike  to 
these  places  that,  even  in  these  disastrous  times,  few  fa- 
inilies  allow  their  daughters  to  be  placed  in  them.  The 
younger  girl^  are  taught  by  the  elder,  and  they  may  be 
ponstantly  seen,  after  dancing  all  night,  working  indefa- 
tigably  all  day,  without  languor  or  ennui,  at  household 
work  or  embroidery,  which  is  their  constant  occupation. 
They  are  consummate  mistresses  of  economy  and  manage- 
ment, at  least  the  better  class  of  them.  In  the  interior 
their  houses  are  in  general  admirably  conducted,  with  per- 
fect skill  and  regularity.  So  well  is  every  thing  managed 
in  which  they  are  concerned,  that  some  zealots  have  as- 
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serted  that  if  the  reins  of  governmeDt  were  in  their  hands, 
it  would  be  much  better.  In  many  respects  there  is  the 
most  complete  contrast  in  the  character  and  manners  of 
these  people  from  the  Italians,  who  might  be  supposed 
the  most  to  resemble  them.  In  Tuscany,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  parts  of  Italy,  a  patriotic  and  most  laudable  so- 
ciety of  ladies  ^ji^as  formed,  to  instruct  the  young  women  in 
the  art9  of  housekeeping  and  domestic  management  as 
practised  in  the  north  of  Europe,  with  the  idea  of  im- 
proving their  social  and  moral  condition.  In  Spain  thfs 
would  have  been  a  complete  work  of  supererogation. 
Every  house,  especially  in  the  south,  could  have  furnished 
individual?  capable  of  instructing  or  directing  any  who 
might  require  it,  I  believe  the  metropolis,  in  the  upper 
dasses  of  society,  must  be  exempted  from  this  rule.  I  was 
at  ian  inn  in  a  large  town  in  the  south  of  France,  where 
on  asking  for  a  needle,  they  were  obliged  to  send  out  to 
purchase  one,  not  a  female  in  the  house  possessing  such  a 
thiog.  In  Spain  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  find 
such  a  case.  In  the  south  especially,  women  of  the  highest 
rank  may  be  seen  sitting  in  the  interior  of  their  houses,  in 
the  plainest  attire,  with  their  maidens  arranged  around 
them,  engaged  in  household  work  in  the  ancient  style;  and 
in  the  wealthy  houses  the  departments  are  allotted  to  them 
exactly  as  to  the  ra^icw  of  the  Odyssey. 

There  is  another  striking  difference  in  the  customs  of 
Spain,  from  those  of  the  rest  of  the  south  of  Eairope.  In 
the  towns  of  the  interior  of  Italy,  it  is  still  the  custom  for 
the  men  to  rise  at  daybreak,  and  assemble  in  their  cloaks 
in  the  piazza,  or  other  place  of  general  rendezvous.  This 
is  undoubtedly  a  practice  of  high  antiquity,  probably 
descending  directly  from  the  times  when  justice  was  ad- 
ministered in  the  ttyoftiy  at  that  period  of  the  day.  In  Spain 
no  such  custom  is  found,  their  habits  being  derived,  in 
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greal  meaanre  from  the  Arabf,  who  I  believe  do  Bot  foUow 
that  usage.  Tliey  do  oot  rise  early  in  general,  retiring  at 
dark  to  their  housei,  like  the  orientak.  Excepting  in  the 
metropolis,  very  little  motion  is  seen  in  the  streets  after 
eight  or  nine  o'clock,  unless  in  the  heat  of  summer. 
Amongst  many  minor  differences  between  these  nations,  is 
a  very  marked  one.  In  the  absurd  refinement  of  the  old 
Italian  cortesia^  it  is  forbidden  to  mention  the  feet,  bat 
with  an  apology  for  so  doing,  as  to  an  undean  part  la 
Spain  it  is  the  daily  homage  to  the  fair,  and  they  cannot 
be  alluded  to,  too  frequently. 

The  rules  of  etiquette  with  women  are  extremely  strict, 
and  their  attention  to  the  calls  of  duty  unbounded.  I  have 
known  an  instance  of  a  party  giving  np  a  ball,  at  whidi 
they  very  much  desired  to  be  present,  because  a  letter  was 
wanting  from  a  relation,  residing  at  Paris,  during  the  dio- 
lera,  and  they  thought  it  proper  to  do  so,  although  they  had 
no  reason  to  believe  him  ill. 

The  cheerfulness  with  which  all  ranks  and  classes  bear 
misfortune  and  privation  of  any  kind,  and  reduction  of  cir- 
cumstances, which  are  too  common  in  every  part  of  Spaio, 
is  beyond  bdief.  A  complaint  is  never  heard.  There  is 
an  innate  dignity  in  the  people,  which  prevents  their  ever 
making  any;  and  in  the  confidence  of  unbounded  intimacy 
they  always  observe  this,  perhaps  the  only  reserve. 

In  the  places  where  there  certainly  is  vice,  as  is  the  case 
in  one  or  two  well  known  cities,  it  is  so  far  from  being 
general,  that  families  and  entire  circles  live  in  the  midst  of 
apparent  corruption,  the  breath  of  slander  never  assailing 
them.  The  tolerance  shown  to  women  who  are  incorrect 
is  one  cause  of  the  errors  ^ich  are  current  respectiDg 
Spanish  society  in  general.  This  may  be  wrong,  but  it 
does  not  suppose  vice  on  the  part  of  others. 

Notwithstanding  this  tolerance,  and  that  there  is  no  pre- 
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tenskm  to  do  it,  a  very  great  dheck  is  kept  by  the  woiiiea» 
who  really  lead  and  have  influence  in  society,  over  their 
own  sex,  and  no  woman  who  is  incorrect  is  looked  on  in 
the  light  of  those  who  are  otherwise.  The  same^  may  be 
said  of  both  sexes.  No  man  has  really  weight  or  influence, 
if  be  be  not  of  moral  conduct,  and  it  is  a  point  of  the  utmost 
importanee,  to  those  who  reside  amongst  them  in  official 
situations,  or  who  require  public  support  and  countenance, 
and  are  in  contact  with  society  at  large.  The  extreme 
freedom  of  speaking,  especially  on  subjects  which  the  wo* 
men  for  their  own  sakes  should  not  allow  to  be  aUuded  to, 
has  also  caused  much  error.  This  style  of  conversation  is 
highly  objectionable,  on  the  score  of  taste,  but  it  does  not 
constitute  vice;  neither  does  a  polite  or  easy  repulse  of  an 
improper  demand,  instead  of  the  indignant  feeling  it  excites 
io  other  countries,  prove  that  the  individual  is  corrupt. 

The  public  eye  is  never  offended  in  Spain,  by  those  vio- 
lations of  decency,  seen  in  most  other  countries,  in  the  indi- 
viduals who  live  by  vicious  habits,  as  is  so  generally  the  case. 
In  the  capital,  and  in  the  seaport  towns,  there  is,  of  course^ 
as  every  where  else,  abundance  of  it ;  but  in  general  it  is 
quite  otherwise,  and  you  may  see  in  one  evening  ten  times 
more  disgusting  vice  in  London,  than  in  the  whole  of  Spain, 
in  a  long  period.  The  distress  and  misery  of  the  times, 
with  the  passion  for  dress,  which  is  the  great  cause  of 
female  profligacy  all  over  Europe,  no  doubt  operates  in 
Spain,  and  instances  of  their  effect  may  be  found  without 
difficulty.  With  equal  ease  the  most  noble  and  disinterested 
superiority  to  temptation  may  be  found. 

What  has  been  observed  respecting  the  situation  of  the 
sexes  in  Spain  is  confirmed  by  observation  of  the  habitual 
dqportment  to  each  other.  In  no  country  are  the  sex 
treated  with  more  real  deference  or  respect,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  greatest  freedom  and  unreservedness  of  man^ 
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new.     The  same  d^ree  of  respect  never  aocompanles  re- 
laxation of  morals,  nor  is  it  compatible  with  it.    The  young 
people  of  opposite  sexes,  in  circles  where  they  are  intimate, 
live  on  terms  of  freedom,  with  the  most  perfect  tact  and 
dehcacy,  not  only  compatible  with  virtue,  but  incompatible 
with  any  other  habits.     In  elder  life  the  same  unbounded 
intimacy  often  continues,  and  it  is  common  to  meet  with 
people  who  have  seen  each  other  every  day  for  many  years. 
When  once  in  intimacy  nothing  can  be  more  delightful 
than  the  converse  of  the  real  and  well  educated  Spaniards. 
Cervantes  has  laid  down  an  axiom,  which  regulates  all  the 
conduct  of  Ufe,  as  regards  manners  ;  '^  Sin  discrecion  no 
hay  gracia,"  meaning  that  in  hilarity  and  unreservedness, 
there  is  a  line,  which  must  not  be  passed.     It  is  the 
knowledge  of  this  line  which  constitutes  the  charm  and 
grace  of  the  national  manners.     In  general,  as  before  ob- 
served, the  greatest  deference  is  always  shown  by  one  per- 
son or  class  to  another.     This  and  the  respect  due  to  self, 
constitutes  real  dignity,  of  which  you  see  more  than  in  all 
other  countries,  and  which  seems  natural  to  the  people. 

The  most  marked  and  (striking  difference  is  observable 
in  the  conduct  of  the  French,  in  the  same  class  of  society, 
who  are  seen  in  the  world,  as  every  one  familiar  with 
that  country  has  noticed.  In  the  manners  of  them  and 
of  the  Italians,  but  in  a  much  less  degree,  is  seen  the  differ- 
ence between  mere  mechanical  attention  and  politeness, and 
that  founded  on  real  gallantry  and  respect,  as  is  universal 
in  Spain.  The  stories  related  of  the  remains  of  chivalric 
feeling  to  the  sex  are  perfectly  true.  The  remains  of  the 
manners  of  that  age,  which  were  shared  equally  by  Moors 
and  Christians,  are  strongly  mixed  in  the  customs  of  every 
part  of  the  country.  Nothing  is  seen  in  any  part  of  Europe 
like  the  gallantry  of  the  manner  the  majos  in  Andalusia  woo 
and  court  their  novia^t^  in  the  fiestas  or  convivial  mcel- 
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iiigs.  The  people  in  the  south  of  FranceY  and  in  Italy,  who 
practise  the  same  modes,  are  clowns  and  rustics  compared 
to  them.  The  women  are  not  pushed  out  of  their  sphere 
and  place  as  in  some  countries,  where  the  manners  are 
more  modem,  and  their  deportment  is  always  easy,  natural, 
and  most  feminine.  Their  voices  are  occasionally  strong, 
but  are  always  contrasted  with  the  tones  of  the  men,  whose 
intonation  is  even  deeper  than  that  of  the  Italians.  In 
many  parts,  especially  in  the  Moorish  provinces,  are  the 
sweetest  voices  in  the  world.  There  is  one  description  of 
voice,  of  melting  and  liquid  tones,  varying  from  the  softest 
to  the  strongest,  at  the  will  of  the  director,  which  is  quite 
peculiar  to4he  country.  The  voices  are  generally  in  per- 
fect harmony  and  keeping.  The  contrast  of  the  masculine 
manners  and  hoarse  voice  of  the  dowager,  with  the  lisping 
accents  of  the  effeminate  and  sapless  stripling,  are  never 
heard,  even  at  Madrid,  where  all  innovations  are  so  gladly 
imported.  In  some  instances  in  the  upper  ranks,  women 
are  seen,  whose  deportment  is  exactly  what  we  imagine  of 
the  high-horn  dames  of  chivalry,  who,  if  they  ever  existed 
elsewhere,  have  now  disappeared.  They  are  rare  even  in 
Spain;  but  they  may  be  found  in  the  south.  It  is  needless 
to  observe,  that  the  women  possessing  these  claims  to  ad- 
miration, must  be  virtuous. 

An  instance  occurred  lately  of  the  power  of  these  women 
in  a  very  difficult  case.  A  man  was  condemned  to  death, 
for  a  political  offence.  His  wife  solicited  an  audience  of  the 
King,  which  was  granted,  as  customary,  in  such  cases, 
when  she  pleaded  his  cause  with  such  effect,  that  he  was 
not  only  pardoned,  but  an  employment  ordered  to  be  given 
to  him.  In  a  great  many  instances  which  came  to  my 
knowledge  whilst  in  the  counti'y,  the  address  of  the  women 
who  repaired  to  the  capital  for  that  purpose,  procured 
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pardon  or  oommutatkHi  of  puBisbsMiit,  for  offenees  which 
were  seklom  forgiven. 

The  servants  and  inferiorfl  in  rank  are  treated  with  the 
utmost  kindness  and  humanity,  by  all  ranks  of  society.  No 
one  in  Spain  would  serve  on  other  terms.  No  abase  of 
this  licence  is  ever  seen,  and  they  are  in  general  extremdy 
faithful.  The  penal  laws  against  robbery  by  servants  are 
so  severe,  that  they  are  seldom  proserated  when  sudi 
cases  occur,  and  I  have  beard  that  the  law  ought  to  be 
altered,  in  order  to  make  it  efficacious,  but  these  examples 
are  rare.  During  the  time  I  was  in  Spain,  where  I  was  very 
much  exposed  to  depredation,  I  never  lost  a  single  article 
of  any  kind. 

A^ttention  to  invalids  is  common'  in  Spam,  and  bo  wo- 
men in  the  world  excel  them  in  assiduity  or  delicacy  in 
the  perfoimance  of  those  offices,  which  are  only  effectnally 
rendered  by  the  female  sex.  I  was  an  accidental  witness 
to  an  instance  of  the  unaffected  and  natural  manner  in 
which  these  customs  are  grafted  on  private  life. 

I  went  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  family  of  high  birth  and  opu- 
lence, who  had  always  lived  in  possession  of  the  highest 
official  rank  and  consequence.  The  lady  of  the  house  ap- 
peared in  dishabille;  she  apologized  for  the  absence  of  her 
daughter,  saying  that  an  old  servant,  who  had  brought 
up  the  whole  family,  and  for  whom  they  had  the  greatest 
regard,  had  been  taken  ill,  and  that  she  had  left  her  apply- 
ing leeches  to  assuage  the  pain.  Soon  afterwards  the 
young  lady,  who  was  a  person  of  distinguiriied  grace  and 
elegance,  came  in,  also  in  dishabille.  She  reported  to  her 
mother,  in  a  low  voice,  that  the  leeches  had  taken,  and  then, 
remarking  to  me  that  I  was  to  look  on  their  receiving  me 
thus  as  a  compliment,  entered  into  conversation  as  usual. 
Among  the  lower  classes,  and  those  a  little  more  ale- 
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vafed  m  the  scale,  local  attachments  are  probably  stronger 
than  with  any  other  people.  They  far  exceed  the  feeling 
so  vannted  by  the  Swiss,  and  the  whole  character  of  the 
aatum  is  tinged  with  it.  It  prevents  their  travelling  or 
emigrating,  but  from  necessity,  and  \9  a  powerful  bar  to 
their  entering  the  military  life,  which  they  would  seldom 
do  voluntarily,  and  it  occasions  the  habit  of  desertion  so 
frequent  in  their  armies.  In  the  lower  orders  the  effect  of 
hearing  of  their  native  place,  of  any  stranger  going  or 
having  been  there,  is  quite  singular;  and  I  have  known  in 
families  the  servants  called,  to  tell  them  that  the  caballero 
waa  acquainted  with  their  home,  which  always  excites  a 
feetiDg  of  pleasure;  nor  is  there  any  surer  preliminary  to 
the  good  will  of  these  people,  than  the  praising  or  expres- 
nag  interest  about  their  birth  place.  This  amiable  feeling 
extends  some  distance  upwards  in  society,  and  you  fre- 
qu^itly  bear  men  tidung  the  first  opportunity  of  saying, 
amongst  strangers,  with  heartfelt  pride,  soy  hijo  de — ^  I 
am  son  of  such  a  place.^  In  the  upper  ranks,  as  in  other 
countries,  these  feelings  are  more  deadened,  or  the  expres- 
sion of  them  is  withheld. 

In  no  country  is  the  power  of  prescriptive  custom  in  so- 
ciety so  strongly  and  deeply  marked.  It  is  one  of  th6  in- 
delible marks  remaining  of  ancient  liberty;  the  laws  volun- 
tanly  imposed  for  its  own  guidance,  being  far  stronger  in 
a  free  people,  than  any  imperial  or  royal  decrees.  In  a 
sultry  day,  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  men  of  Burgos, 
who  are  amongst  the  rancioy  old  and  pure  races  of  Spain, 
were  seen  promenading  in  heavy  black  cloaks.  On  being 
asked  the  reason  for  wearing  so  inconvenient  a  costume, 
Atpd  69  co8tumbr€j  ^^It  is  customary  here,'^  was  the  laco- 
nic and  expressive  answer.  I  witnessed  a  bull  fight,  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  which  had  been  ordered  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  marriage  of  the  King.    A  piercing  cold  pre- 
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vailed,  ^hich  made  the  attendance  very  thin.  It  was  ac^ 
companied  by  a  strong  wind,  blowing  quite  upon  the  som* 
bra  or  shaded  part,  where  the  president  sat  He  remained 
uncovered  the  'whole  time,  and  no  doubt  would  have  sa- 
crificed his  life,  which  he  risked,  rather  than  depart  from 
ancient  usage,  as  the  representative  of  the  King. 

A  great  deal  is  said  abroad  of  the  fanaticism  and  bigot^ 
of  the  Spaniards.  During  the  time  I  was  in  Spain^  when 
I  had  very  ample  opportunities  of  seeing  the  people,  I  never 
met  with  an  instance,  in  clergy  oi*  laity  of  any  description, 
of  either  one  or  other.  I  have  seen  many  instances  of  ill 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  foreigners,  but  never  the  least  on 
that  of  the  natives.  The  spirit  of  the  age  and  greater  in- 
tercourse with  strangers  may  have  done  somethiilg  to  pro- 
duce this  feeling,  but  I  believe  it  has  always  been  so.  What 
has  been  taken  for  intolerance,  is  more  probably  the  severity 
of  custom,  and  the  strictness,  common  to  all  ranks,  in  con- 
forming to  established  etiquette.  The  saying  of  the  people 
of  Burgos  may  be  taken  as  a  motto  of  the  country,  and  the 
^'aqui  es  coslumbre"  will  explain  many  things  which  have 
been  attributed  hastily  to  other  motives.  There  are  some 
customs  yet  preserved,  to  which  a  stranger  is  expected  to 
conform,  but  as  a  matter  of  good  breeding  more  than  any 
thing  else,  as  the  tolling  of  the  bell  at  sunset,  when  every 
one  stops  for  an  instant,  and  the  effect  in  the  paseos  is  ex-^ 
tremely  beautiful,  especially  at  Seville,  where  groupes  of 
the  peasants  are  seen  kneeling,  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
The  similar  practice  at  noon  seems  on  the  decline.  The 
kneeling  to  the  host  is  now  not  expected,  but  it  is  customary 
to  take  off  the  hat.  I  cannot  conceive  the  objection  made 
by  many  people  to  these  forms,  which  are  only  matters  of 
politeness,  and  deference  to  the  customs  of  a  most  polished 
people,  and  they  certainly  have  the  spirit  of  religion  in 
them.  The  arresting  the  attention  in  the  middle  of  amuse^ 
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ment,  or  distractton  of  worldly  cares,  and  remioding  yon 
that  the  day  is  at  hand  when  they  must  cease,  is  religion, 
although  we  may  not  commune  with  those  whose  custom 
it  is.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  service  in  the  churches. 
If  people  chuse  to  attend  during  religious  cei*emonies,  they 
ought  either  to  conform  to  the  manners  of  those  engaged  in 
them,  or  take  another  time  for  their  visit.  If  it  were  the 
custom  to  admit  strangers  to  our  places  of  worship,  we 
should  not  Uketosee  them  standing  up,  or  hear  them  talking 
during  the  communion  service;  yet  this  is  constantly  done  by 
foreigners  in  Spain,  and  they  may  be  even  heard  to  boast  of 
doing  what,  to  say  the  least,  is  ill  breeding.  Another  simple 
and  religious  ceremony,  in  use  in  this  country,  is  the  proclaim- 
ing by  a  bell  tolling  in  the  parish  church,  whenever  it  is 
announced  that  an  individual  has  departed.  The  number 
of  times  the  bell  is  struck,  according  to  the  sex,  and  the 
particular  mode  of  doing  it,  distinguish  it  from  the  other 
modes  of  ringing.  Whatever  may  be  thought  abroad,  the 
Spaniards  at  present  are  very  much  like  other  nations  in  re- 
ligious feeling.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  unaffected  piety, 
some  irreligion,  and  some  bigotry,  the  average  being  as 
elsewhere.  The  classes  may  be  easily  pointed  out  The 
religious  part  are  the  heads  of  families,  and  the  upper  and 
well  educated  members  of  society.  The  irreligious  are 
the  same  classes  as  hold  these  doctrines  in  France,  and 
Germany,  and  Italy.  The  bigotry  is  amongst  the  pea- 
santry and  a  few  others. 

Although  the  lines  of  demarcation  in  society  are  strongly 
marked,  and  the  commercial  class  and  others  above  them, 
have  little  intercourse  with  each  other;  in  the  sea  ports 
and  commercial  towns,  these  different  ranks  meet  in  public 
and  in  their  amusements,  without  difficulty,  and  without  the 
slightest  pretension  on  the  part  of  the  one  to  despise,  or 
the  other  to  lower  themselves,  by  seeking  to  push  out  of 
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their  sphere,  which  cause  such  ridiculoiis  scenes  in  other 
countries.  No  undue  assumption  of  rank  in  Spain  would 
be  of  any  use;  the  lines  and  rules  of  society  are  fixed,  and 
a  man  who  should  arrogate  to  himself  any  claim  of  noble- 
ness, superior  to  those  about  him,  would  be  laughed  to 
scorn ;  much  less  is  the  miserable  and  contemptibk  system 
of  coteries,  and  of  belonging  to  sets,  huddling  together, 
and  shunning  contact  with  the  rest,  known  in  Spanish 
society.  The  women,  in  public,  are  models  of  ease,  and 
grace,  and  self  possession.  A  lady  at  a  baH  must  dance 
with  any  one  who  asks  her,  but  no  acquaintance  ensues 
unless  particular  introduction,  or  circumstances  produce  it. 
No  dowagers  are  seen  watching  and  calculating  their  daugh- 
ters^ chances,  and  eyeing  with  jealous  looks  those  who  may 
approach,  whether  they  weigh  in  the  balance,  and  may  be 
permitted,  or  are  to  be  judged  presumptuous,  and  repulsed 
for  daring  to  do  so.  So  free  are  the  peasantry  and  lower 
orders  in  their  beanng,  that  if  a  native  of  an  unknown 
region  were  conducted  over  Europe,  and  desired  to  point 
out  the  people  who  had  the  most  of  freemen  in  their  man- 
ners, he  would  unquestionably  point  out,  without  hesitation, 
(he  Spaniards. 

The  mild  and  unassuming  manners  which  prevail 
throughout  all  ranks,  and  the  mutual  respect  every  indivi- 
dual in  all  classes  has  for  the  others,  preserve  them  from 
the  churlish  feeling  which  is  a  set  off,  so  generally,  to  Ae 
independence  of  the  northern  nations.  In  humble  life,  i 
have  (requratly  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  French, 
and  other  foreigners,  in  contact  with  the  natives,  and  in 
presence  of  their  superiors  in  rank.  All  of  them  yield  to 
the  unaiTected  dignity  and  simplicity  of  denseanor  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  are  distinguished  from  any  others  in  an 
instant  Many  circumstances  concur  to  keep  up  the  har- 
mony of  the  machine  of  society,  of  which   every  part  is 
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duly  attuned.  The  people  of  every  rank  meet  in  the 
churches,  at  the  public  festivals,  and  almost  invariably  in 
the  paseos,  on  the  days  set  apart  for  public  recreation. 
Even  at  Madrid,  which  is  the  least  Spanish  of  any  place, 
the  Grandees  go  as  regularly  to  the  prado  as  any  other  class, 
and  mix  indiscriminately  with  the  crowd.  So  little  is  the 
wretched  system,  borrowed  from  the  old  French  nobility, 
and  introduced  of  later  years  in  England,  known,  of  se- 
cluding and  separating  parts  of  society  from  the  others, 
that  a  nobleman  would  be  considered  wanting  to  his  place, 
if  he  did  not  appear  like  the  rest. 

If  a  grandee  be  travelling,  and  pass  through  a  room 
where  peasants  are  dining,  as  he  constantly  must,  he  will 
be  invited  to  partake,  not  as  it  would  be  done  dsewhere, 
but  in  a  manner  as  if  he  was  really  an  equal,  and  he  must 
give  a  civil  answer,  or  be  considered  to  be  sin  educacion. 
At  ihepldza  de  toros^  or  in  the  Prado,  if  any  one  ask  him 
for  a  light,  he  must  take  his  cigar  from  his  mouth,  and  give 
it,  under  the  same  penalty.  The  peasant  who  receives  this 
attention  has  his  manners  formed  accordingly;  he  is  always 
in  his  place,  neither  forgetting  what  is  due  to  his  superior  in 
station,  nor  to  himself.  It  is  owing  to  these  circumstances, 
that  there  is  so  little  jarring,  or  jealousy  of  rank  amongst  the 
real  Spaniards.  Although  I  have  heard  great  latitudes  in 
political  and  religious  and  various  other  doctrines,  I  never 
heard  any  one  speak  to  the  prejudice  of  the  nobility,  nor 
do  I  beUeve  any  such  feeling  exists.  If  it  does,  it  is  on  the 
part  of  some  who  have  lived  in  France  and  imbibed  their 
prejudices.  This  part  of  the  machine  is  worked  in  a  similar 
manner  to  that  described  in  the  account  of  the  church,  and 
is  founded  on  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  state  of  society 
and  of  the  people.  Had  these  manners  prevailed  in  France, 
no  burning  of  chateaux,  or.  other  horrors,  would  in  all 
probability  have  taken  place.     At   Madrid,  although  the 
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royal  family  mix  very  little  with  society,  and  the  old  rigor- 
ous etiquette  is  kept  up,  the  King  is  abundantly  accessible  to 
his  subjects.  The  magnificent  chapel  of  the  palace  is  al- 
ways open  during  the  time  of  mass,  although  it  is  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  building,  and  every  one  is  freely  admitted.  The 
only  condition  of  entry  is  to  be  decently  dressed,  and  with- 
out a  capa. 

There  are  steps  taken  in  every  part  to  keep  up  and  aug- 
ment those  most  useful  appendages  to  lai^e  cities,  the  pas- 
eosj  or  public  walks.  There  is  scarcely  a  place,  where 
additions  or  new  plans  are  not  carrying  on,  amid  all  the 
distress  of  the  times.  What  is  done  is  executed  with  a 
degree  of  taste  combined  with  grandeur  and  soUdity,  which 
are  admirable,  and  peculiar  to  the  country.  A  failure  or 
badly  executed  plan  is  never  seen,  and  the  public  have 
the  full  and  entire  benefit  of  every  thing  that  is  done.  The 
walks  of  Granada,  Seville,  Zaragoza,  Valencia,  and  Barce- 
lona, in  particular,  are  unequalled  by  those  of  any  provincial 
cities  in  Europe,  and  all  ranks  and  classes  are  seen  mingled^ 
on  public  days,  as  at  Vienna.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
language  itself  assists  in  this  sort  of  equaUty  amongst  the 
different  ranks  of  society.  I  heard  a  foreigner,  of  extremely 
aristocratic  ideas,  remark  as  a  defect  in  the  language, 
that  there  was  no  difference  between  the  style  of  speaking 
of  high  or  low.  In  fact,  the  grandees  of  Spain,  and  the 
peasants  of  La  Mancha,  or  the  raggamuffins  and  tatterde^ 
malions  of  Segovia  or  Avila,  are  scarcely  to  be  distinguished 
in  their  language.  It  is  rather  better  than  the  forced  and 
unnatural  manner  now  practised  by  many  persons  in  Eng- 
land, in  order  to  affect  a  superiority,  by  corrupting  the 
language,  where  none  exists.  As  far  as  Spanish  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  remain  as  it  is,  unless  they 
can  make  it  still  more  pure.  The  process  alluded  to  re- 
sembles endeavouring  to  turn  gold  into  copper. 
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The  amusements  at  present  are  the  theatres,  which  are 
almost  universally  fallen  into  discredit,  and  are  so  little  fre- 
quented, that  they  can  scarcely  exist,  excepting  in  a  very  few 
places.  Music  is  very  much  cultivated,  and  the  state  seems 
increasing.  I  was  lodged  in  a  fonda,  in  a  provincial  town, 
where  the  daughters  played  the  piano  in  very  good  style^ 
having  a  regular  master.  Public  balls  are  given  in  some 
of  the  large  towns,  and  in  others,  subscription  balls,  which 
are  the  most  pleasant  part  of  general  society.  Concerts  and 
private  dances  are  also  given,  but  at  present  more  rarely. 
The  jealousy  of  the  government  has  in  a  great  measure 
prevented  masked  balls  of  late,  although  they  are  a  very 
iavorite  amusement.  To  these  assemblies,  in  the  provinces, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  access;  and  they  generally 
see  strangers  willingly  who  are  recommended,  often  show- 
ing a  predilection  for  them.  It  is  iar  otherwise  at  Madrid, 
as  before  mentioned,  where  the  prejudices  of  ignorance 
are  in  full  force^ 

The  ancient  costume  of  Spain  is  fast  abolishing,  and  in 
another  generation  bids  fair  to  disappear  entirely.  At 
Seville,  the  women  who  followed  the  court  at  the  time  of 
the  entry  of  the  due  d' Angoul^me,  carried  the  heterogeneous 
mixture  which  is  seen  in  the  walks  at  Madrid,  and  it  was 
immediately  adopted.  At  Cadiz  it  was  maintained  until 
the  French  garrison  took  possession,  when  the  hasquina 
disappeared,  notwithstanding  the  known  hostility  of  the  6a- 
ditanas  to  the  invasion.  A  most  ungraceful  costume  was  sub- 
stituted, which  destroys  the  figure  as  much  as  the  ancient 
dress  displayed  it,  and  reduces  all  forms  to  the  same  level. 
SoDOie  few  have  contrived  to  mix  the  two,  preserving  a  mix- 
ture of  the  new  and  ancient  dress  with  consummate  taste, 
but  these  instances  are  unhappily  rare.  The  mantilla  yet 
maintains  its  place  in  the  provinces,  and  even  at  Madrid  it 
is  by  &r  the  most  common  dress.    Several  reasons  concur 
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to  make  it  probable  this  will  remain,  and  the  most  beautiful 
costume  yet  invented  by  woman  be  preserved.    The  chief 
is  the  rigorous  prohibition  of  entering  churches  otherwise 
than  veiled.     This  is  so  strictly  enforced,  that  ladies  have 
been  obliged  to  leave  them,  who  had  inadvertently  dis- 
obeyed the  injunction.     As  there  are  many  reasons  for  its 
continuance,  and  the  church  are  not  much  disposed  to  in- 
novation, there  is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  this  order  being 
relaxed.    Another  powerful  reason  is  the  feeling  of  the 
middle  and  lower  ranks  of  society,  who  dread  the  intro- 
duction of  a  costume  which  they  could  not  afford  to  wear. 
I  have  heard  the  ladies  confess  frequently,  that  this  alone 
prevented  them  going  to  the  paseo  with  bonnets,  as  they 
would  wish  to  do,  and  in  some  parts,  still,  the  populace  will 
not  allow  a  foreign  costume  to  be  seen.     The  attachment 
of  the  women  to  a  head  dress  as  ungraceful  and  unbecoming 
as  their  own  is  the  contrary,  is  surprising.     Should  it  ever 
become  general,  the  glory  of  Spain,  the  carriage  of  the 
head,  which  is  produced  by  the  adjusting  the  mantilla,  m\i 
depart;  and  those  who  habitually  wear  the  bonnet,  may 
even  now  be  distinguished  from  the  others.     The  comb 
was  in  disgrace,  when  I  left  Spain,  by  the  example  of  some 
one  who  had  been  abroad,  but  the  change  was  not  univer- 
sal, and  so  bad  a  taste  cannot  in  all  probability  long  main- 
tain its  ground.     The  Andaluzas,  who  ought  to  be  the  last 
to  adopt  foreign  styles,  are  amongst  the  leaders  in  favouring 
innovations,  and  heterodox  doctrines.    Many  of  them  have 
the  same  unnatural  hostility  to  the  national  costume  as  the 
peasants  have  to  the  trees,  and,  if  they  could,would  extirpate 
it  entirely.     The  passion  for  foreign  hairdressing  is  ex- 
traordinary.    The  figures  of  the  latest  mode  of  coeffure,  in 
lithography,  are  sent  to  Madrid,  and  immediately  circulated 
and  adopted.     So  rigorous  is  fashion  in  this  respect,  that  in 
one  of  the  largest  cities  in  Spain,  there  was  only  one  man 
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who  was  considered  competent  to  prepare  for  a  ball,  whilst 
in  every  family,  at  least  one  of  the  party  could  dress  hair 
much  better,  in  their  own  graceful  and  simple  mode.  An 
instance  is  recorded  in  the  same  city,  of  a  party  who  had 
actually  given  up  a  journey  in  order  to  be  present  at  a  ball. 
When  the  time  came  they  were  dressed  excepting  the  hair. 
The  coeifeur  not  arriving,  rather  than  not  go  in  the  mode, 
although  it  was  entirely  a  private  meeting,  they  absolutely 
gave  it  up,  after  sitting  in  full  dress  till  past  midnight,  and 
this  for  the  sake  of  a  preposterons^  fashion,  in  which  they 
were  disfigured  by  quantities  of  pommade  and  other  mat- 
ters, to  produce  a  heavy  imitation  of  the  natural  eifect  of 
the  comb  on  their  lovely  tresses.  In  general,  the  dress- 
ing their  beautiful  hair  is  an  amusement  to  the  young  wo- 
men, who  frequently  visit  each  other  for  the  purpose,  and 
pass  a  portion  of  time  in  this  harmless  recreation. 

The  monotony  of  society  in  Madrid  has  been  lately 
broken  in  upon,  and  the  foundation  of  a  new  system  at- 
tempted to  be  laid,  by  a  character  who,  by  his  own  account, 
was  influenced  by  the  most  patriotic  feelings,  and  desired 
to  show  the  rest  of  Europe  that  his  country  was  not  so  far ' 
behind  as  many  persons  had  asserted.  His  early  history 
and  origin  are  rather  obscure.  He  was  partner  in  a  house, 
of  which  the  principals  were  obliged  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, for  transactions  which  made  their  remaining  in 
Spain  impossible.  This  individual  contrived  to  stay  behind, 
and  commenced  lending  money  on  pledges,  a  most  lucrative 
business,  in  a  country  where  the  rate  of  interest  is  so  high 
that  a  man  who  has  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to 
borrow  a  small  sum,  is  frequently  ruined  for  life.  I  have 
heard  instances,  where  a  monthly  interest  at  the  rate  of 
more  than  two  hundred  per  cent  per  annum  was  paid. 
Being  already  established  during  the  invasion  of  the  French, 
he  was  favored  by  those  disastrous  times,  and  made  a 
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considerable   fortune,  forming  a   sort  of   connexion  in 
society  with  many  who  were  obliged  to  him  for  assistance. 
He  was  naturally  desirous  of  emerging  from  the  sea  of 
mud  in  which  he  was  entangled,  like  some  of  the  spirits 
of  Dante,  by  his  early  history  and  occupation,  and  by 
circumstances  in  his  personal  history,  which  would  have 
effectually  kept  him  down,  in  most  places.     He  could  not 
however,  attempt  to  commence  operations  at  Madrid,  but 
repaired  to  Paris,  where  he  gave  entertainments  on  a 
large  scale;  and  to  London,  where,  according  to  his  own 
account,  he  made  a  great  figure,  and  was  considered  a 
grandee  of  Spain,  and  a  lion  of  the  season,  rivalling  even 
Puckler  Musker  himself;  the  parties  being  ignorant  that 
the  possession  of  wealth  was  strong  evidence  in  these  times 
against  his  being  of  that  rank,  and  that  his  claims  were  exactly 
of  the  sort  to  invalidate  his  title.    From  thence  he  returned 
to  his  own  country,  and  determined  to  make  the  novel  ex- 
periment, of  raising  himself  and  playing  a  part  in  society, 
where  it  is  so  fixed  and  regular,  that  such  an  attempt  might 
be  compared  to  those  disruptions  in  the  physical  world, 
caused  by  bodies  from  beneath  forcing  their  way,  and 
altering  the  situation  of  the  strata  they  traverse.    The 
great  difficulty  was  to  know  how  to  proceed,  in  order  to 
procure  the  attendance  of  people  at  his  ffttes.    It  was  very 
jdoubtful  who  would  visit  him.     In  the  provinces  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  succeed.     In  the  mixed  and  he- 
terogeneous society  of  Madrid,  it  had  a  partial  success, 
being  favored  by  an  unusually  dull  season.    He  sent  invita- 
tions to  many  eminent  persons,  who  in  general  never 
noticed  them.  Letters  were  forwarded  in  great  numbers  to 
Paris,  and  to  other  places  in  Europe ;  and  time  was  given 
for  the  arrival  of  personages  who,  it  was  supposed,  would 
order  post  horses  forthwith,  and  travel  to  Madrid,  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  when  the  Somosierra  was  covered  with 
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snow,  at  the  bidding  of  this  illustrious  individual,  to  meet 
persons  who  considered  themselves  insulted  by  his  pre- 
sninption  in  inviting  them.  In  order  to  give  eclat,  and  to 
settle  the  unsteady,  as  well  as  to  entrap  the  unwary,  in  an 
.  evil  hour,  it  was  given  out  that  a  branch  of  the  royal 
family,  who  occasionally  go  to  private  entertainments,  would 
be  present.  As  in  Madrid,  like  other  places,  the  great  arc 
said  to  be  quite  as  curious  to  know  what  is  passing  in  the 
Kttle  world,  as  the  others  are  to  know  what  is  going  ott 
amongst  those  above  them,  this  was  soon  carried  to  the 
ears  of  the  personage  in  question,  who  immediately  sent  a 
gentleman  of  her  suite  to  the  usurer,  charged  to  acquaint 
him  in  her  name,  that  reports  had  reached  her,  of  his 
having  asserted,  that  she  intended  to  visit  him :  that  she 
felt  herself  dishonored  by  such  a  report  being  circulated, 
and  that  at  his  peril,  he  must  instantly  go  to  every  house 
where  he  had  said  it,  and  contradict  it  in  her  name.  This 
man  is  a  solitary  instance,  in  these  days,  of  a  person, 
enriched  by  public  robbery,  making  a  display  of  his  wealth. 
In  general  the  rule  is  inversely.  The  same  infelicity  that 
attends  all  public  administration  and  management  extends 
to  this.  The  money  obtained  in  whatever  manner  rarely 
returns  to  circulation,  but  is  hoarded  up,  or  transported  to 
other  countries.  This  class  of  persons,  in  general,  aifect 
greater  simplicity  than  their  neighbours,  rather  than 
greater  splendour.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this,  but 
the  chief  is  that  it  was  difficult,  in  these  times,  for  a  man 
known  to  be  rich,  to  escape  persecution.  Riches  had 
exactly  the  same  effect  as  in  Turkey,  and  precisely  the 
same  system  was  followed  of  secreting  them.  In  other 
respects,  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  history  of  these 
men.  In  some  countries,  their  descendants,  and  often 
the  persons  themselves,  as  soon  as  they  have  effected  their 
ofcject,  turn  round,  and  vehemently  oppose  the  system  by 
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means  of  which'  they  have  emerged  from  obscurity,  as  if  to 
conceal  their  origin.  In  Spain  it  is  not  so.  They  are 
obliged  to  remain  as  they  were,  the  contrary  course  being 
dangei^ous,  and  of  no  use,  where  society  is  in  general  fixed 
and  stable. 

The  history  of  this  man  is  given  with  a  detail  not  me- 
rited by  the  individual  himself,  but  to  show  the  breaking 
in  upon  old  established  custom.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
thing  was  impracticable,  and  he  must  have  remained 
amongst  his  money  bags.  If  the  system  be  changed  or 
modified,  so  that  it  is  no  longer  unsafe  to  appear  rich, 
and  that  those  who  have  acquired  wealth,  can  safely  display 
it,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  foundation  may  be  laid  for  a 
new  class  of  society.  There  are  not  wanting,  in  all  the 
large  towns,  people  who  are  rich  from  success  in  various 
ways,  but  have  no  means  of  employing  their  capital,  and 
are  afraid  to  exhibit  it.  There  are  appearances  of  such  a 
change  taking  place ;  the  prestige  of  high  birth  is  fast 
passing  away,  and  heavy  complaints  are  made  of  the  dis- 
position to  substitute  money  for  armorial  quarterings,  and 
the  decreasing  respect  paid  to  real  birth,  by  the  worshippers 
of  the  new  order  of  things. 

The  prejudices,  by  which  the  pure  Spanish  blood  is 
considered  superior  to  that  of  the  Moorish  or  mixed,  is 
one  of  the  curious  characteristics  of  the  old  customs  of  the 
country.  The  Moors  had  certainly  an  impure  religion, 
and  were  finally  unfortunate  in  their  magnificent  conquest, 
but  if  lineage  be  any  thing,  the  blood  of  Arabia  must,  in 
the  history  of  the  human  race,  rank  higher  than  any  from 
Europe. 

The  young  ladies  in  the  cities,  begin  to  contract,  with 
feeble  opposition  from  their  elders,  those  mesalliances, 
which  were  impracticable,  in  the  better  families,  a  genera- 
tion back.   These  are,  however,  exceptions ;  in  general  the 
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rule  is  otherwise ;  with  the  nobility  there  is  a  sudden  ter- 
mination of  the  chain  of  society,  and  a  vast  hiatus  separates 
these  castes  from  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community. 
The  want  of  a  real  middle  class  is  felt  in  common  with  all 
the  old  monarchies  in  Europe.  The  absurdity  of  a  system, 
which  makes  peasants  and  beggars  noble,  as  is  the 
case  in  some  parts,  whilst  the  n^ost  opulent  merchants,  or 
labradores  are  excluded,  is  quite  evident  Until  lately 
there  were  distinctions  in  the  mode  of  execution  of  common 
criminals;  the  noble,  on  exhibiting  his  patents  of  descent, 
being  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  garrote^  or  being 
strangled,  instead  of  hanged  I  It  was  made  in  an  execution 
at  Madrid  for  a  common  murder  in  1830.  It  is  however 
now  altered,  and  the  garrote,  divided  into  classes,  I  believe 
regulated  by  the  garment  worn,  is  now  the  general  mode 
of  supreme  punishment  for  civil  offences.  This  commuta- 
tion of  the  mode  of  punishment  was  given  to  the  Queen, 
as  an  act  of  grace  to  the  monarchy,  on  the  second  child 
being  bom  in  1832!  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  last  is 
the  better  mode  of  punishment.  The  culprit  is  seated  in 
a  chair,  with  a  large  pad  before  his  neck,  which  is  attached 
to  a  powerful  screw  with  handles  behind.  When  the 
signal  is  given,  the  screw  is  tightened,  and  in  an  instant  the 
office  is  executed  with  the  same  rapidity  as  the  guillotine, 
without  the  offensive  parts  of  that  mode  of  punishment. 

In  familiar  intercourse  with  this  people,  much  amuse- 
ment is  afforded,  by  the  rallying  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  on  their  respective  peculiar- 
ities. As  many  of  these  are  founded  on  what  is  really  the 
basis  of  the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  state  the  opinions  in  common  currency  amongst 
them.  The  Andaluzes  afford  more  amusement  than  any 
other  people  in  Spain.  They  are  celebrated  for  the  gen- 
lility  and  gallantry  of  their  manners,  for  great  volubility 
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of  speech,  and  are  inimitable  in  what  are  caUed  gracias, 
or  witty  sayings.  They  are  accused  of  being  fickle  and 
unsteady,  but  It  is  doubtful  if  they  are  more  so  than  others. 
They  are,  however,  most  unquestionably  given  to  amusement 
and  enjoyment  rather  than  labour,  and  to  dress,  and  social 
relaxation.  1  was  in  a  large  hotel  in  the  north,  where  a 
picador,  an  Andaluz,  was  confined  some  days,  from  wounds 
he  had  received  at  Pamplona.  With  his  gracias  he  so 
captivated  the  numerous  females  in  the  house,  that  their 
assiduity  in  attending  him  was  quite  extraordinary.  When- 
ever he  w^  moved  about,  every  one  in  the  place  made  a 
point  of  attending ;  and  his  cure  was  very  much  accelerated 
by  the  care  bestowed  on  him,  in  a  part  where  they  habi- 
tually ridicule  his  country. 

The  lower  orders  of  Valencians,  whatever  be  the  cause, 
are  not  liked  by  the  other  Spaniards,  and  lie  under  an 
universal  prejudice,  of  being  unfaithful  and  treacherous. 
Certainly,  in  their  manners,  there  is  a  jealous  distrust  and 
suspicion  observable,  which  is  found  nowhere  else,  and 
which  is  the  aversion  of  the  real  Spaniard,  whose  character 
is  quite  the  reverse.  In  the  valuable  quality  of  industry, 
however,  they  are  amongst  the  first,  and  their  country  is 
excelled  by  none  in  Europe,  in  agricultural  skill  and  ma- 
nagement. The  upper  ranks  are  considered  amongst  the 
best  in  Spain,  and  the  old  Spanish  society  is  to  be  found 
there  in  equal  degree  with  any  other. 

The  Murcians  are  little  mentioned;  the  kingdom  is  snuiU, 
and  they  are  probably  to  be  placed  in  the  same  class  with 
the  Valencians,  but  they  appeared  to  me  to  possess  the 
African  character  even  still  more  strongly,  and  the  ancient 
uses  are  still  more  strictly  kept.  The  late  innovatioas 
in  dress  are  not  tolerated,  and  no  women  can  appear  but 
in  mantilla  ;  an  example  it  were  very  much  to  be  wished 
the  populace  would  follow  in  all  parts.     The  reason  m 
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this  coontry  and  Valencia  retaining  the  Moorish  character 
80  much  more  than  Andalusia,  in  some  respects,  seems  to 
be  that  they  were  subdued  more  early,  and  remained  quiet 
afterwards.  From  that  circumstance  they  were  permitted 
to  retain  the  costume,  which  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  Africa. 
The  Andaluzes  not  only  resisted  longer,  but  were  subdued 
at  an  unfortunate  period,  when  the  tyranny  of  the  Inqui- 
sition was  coming  into  play,  and  the  system  was  adopted  of 
forcing  them  to  renounce  their  Moorish  dress  and  habits 
together,  which  destroyed  the  industry  and  energy  of  the 
people,  and  has  made  the  country  the  desert  it  now  is.  It 
is  true  the  banishment  of  the  Moriscos  extended  equally  to 
Valencia,  but  the  jealousy  was  much  less  of  that  province, 
and  the  condensed  tyranny  of  those  who  devised  the  plans 
of  governing  the  kingdom  by  religious  dogmata,  in  the 
manner  of  the  Mahometans,  but  with  less  tolerance,  was 
poured  on  the  unhappy  region  of  the  west.  The  races  of 
Moors  mentioned  by  Cervantes,  I  think,  are  three.  I 
should  imagine  they  are  those  of  Andalusia ;  of  Valencia  and 
Murcia ;  and  of  Aragon,  all  of  which  are  very  different  from 
each  other.  The  middle  race  are  the  only  portion  which 
are  really  industrious  in  the  present  day.  The  Moriscos 
are  accused  by  some  of  the  Spanish  writers  of  that  time,  as  if 
it  were  a  fault,  of  being  thrifly  and  parsimonious,  and  saving 
the  money  they  made,  instead  of  squandering  it  as  fast  as  it 
came.  I  believe  this  habit  still  prevails  amongst  the  people 
of  Valencia;  but  in  Andalusia  it  is  just  the  reverse,  and  the 
beau  ideal  of  these  writers  is  now  the  general  custom,  as 
there  cannot  be  a  more  thoughtless  or  improvident  race  than 
they  are  in  general  become. 

The  Catalans  are  a  quite  different  race  from  any  of  the 
rest  of  Spain.  The  early  habits  of  republicanism  and  in- 
dependence, and  of  industry  and  activity  resulting  from 
them,  have  never  been  changed,  and  they  are  one  of  the 
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most  industrious  races  in  Europe,  patient  and  unintermit- 
ting  in  their  pursuits,  and  unchanging  in  their  habits. 
They  are  periiaps  the  most  valuable  population  of  the 
whole,  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  and  if  the  rest  of 
Spain  resembled  their  province,  it  would  hold  the  station 
it  ought  to  occupy  in  Europe.  They  are  found  every 
where,  but  have  the  reluctance  of  all  other  people  in  fixing 
permanently  out  of  their  country.  They  would  be  by  far 
the  best  materials  for  emigration,  and  colonization  of  the 
deserts  of  the  south  and  centre.  The  cottage  economy 
system,  of  working  by  the  women  and  children,  is  better 
understood  than  in  any  other  part,  and  they  are  seen  sit- 
ting at  the  doors  in  the  manner  of  the  Tuscans,  working 
embroidery  for  sale,  in  the  intervals  of  more  serious  la- 
bour. There  are  peculiarities  in  the  manners  and  cha- 
racter, which  excite  the  amusement  of  all  other  classes  of 
Spaniards.  Their  dialect  is  extremely  uncouth,  and  their 
manners  rough  and  unpolished,  compared  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  others.  They  are  extremely  'close,  parsimo- 
nious, and  reserved  in  their  dealings.  They  congregate 
together  in  the  manner  of  the  Scotch,  and  Swiss,  whom 
they  very  much  resemble,  and  in  all  dealings  where  they 
at  present  exercise  influence  over  the  government,  stick 
together,  just  in  the  manner  of  our  northern  neighbours. 
In  fact  they  represent  the  industrious  and  commercial  Scotch 
in  England,  and  the  Piedmontese  or  Lombards,  in  Italy. 
There  is  a  sort  of  ridicule  attached  to  the  name,  on  ac- 
count of  these  peculiarities,  and  the  term  of  Catalan  cer- 
radoy  close  Catalan,  is  a  current  expression  to  designate 
those  who  have  the  national  habits.  They  frequently  an- 
swer, on  being  asked  what  country  they  are  of,  which  is 
a  common  question  in  Spain,  ''  Soy  de  la  corona  de  Ara- 
gon,"  I  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  Aragon,  knowing  the 
amusement  the  name  of  Catalan  often  affords. 
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There  is  a  great  variety  in  the  wide  province  of  Aragon. 
In  the  upper  part,  near  the  Pyrenees,  the  people  are  a 
quite  different  caste  from  those  on  the  Ebro,  who  are  a  sa- 
vage Moorish  race,  the  most  ill  looking  of  all  the  people  in 
Spain.  The  capital  is  much  like  the  other  large  towns, 
the  people  being  highly  polished  in  their  manner,  but  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  they  are  behind,  and  are  a  point  of 
comparison,  for  rudeness,  to  the  rest.  It  is  probable  that 
in  the  small  towns,  which  have  scarcely  any  communica- 
tion with  the  rest,  when  the  people  are  occasionally  thrown 
into  society,  their  deportment  may  be  tinctured  with  local 
prejudice,  and  have  given  rise  to  this  reputation.  The 
small  towns,  in  most  parts,  have  a  petty  noblesse,  or  hidal- 
<|rvta,a  kind  of  squirearchy;  gentry  of  pride,  ignorance  and 
poverty,  only  differing  from  the  peasantry  around  them, 
as  they  are  really  more  ignorant,  and  less  useful  to  the 
community.  This  class,  which  is  the  worst  in  Spanish  so- 
ciety, abounds,  it  is  said,  in  Aragon,  and  they  are  a  fertile 
sukgect  for  ridicule.  I  have  heard  the  expression  applied 
to  something  said  extremely  grossier,  "  That  might  do  for  a 
capitan  de  dr agones  from  Aragon,"  but  this  proceeds  pro- 
bably from  the  little  intercourse  and  knowledge  of  many 
parts  of  it  I  know  one  place,  however,  in  high  Aragon, 
where  there  are  petty  noblesse,  exactly  in  the  style  of  the 
worst  description  of  Spanish  pride,  which  is  seldom  met 
with  in  the  present  day,  and  must  be  studied  in  these  distant 
spots. 

TheNavarrinos  are  extremely  patriotic,  frank  to  rudeness, 
but  honest  and  trustworthy,  and  moderately  industrious, 
extremely  proud  and  punctiUous  in  their  bearing.  In 
other  respects,  they  resemble  the  rest  of  the  people  in  the 
northern  provinces.  The  upper  ranks  are  better  educated 
than  in  most  places,  and  the  intercourse  with  France  gives 
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them  facilities  for  acquiring  information.  The  people  of 
the  free  provinces  are  described  in  the  account  of  thdr 
country.  They  are  perfect  republicans,  and  of  the  besl 
style,  being  more  polished,  and  free  from  the  coarse  rude- 
ness, vulgarity,  and  self  interestedness  of  the  common  Swiss. 
They  are  proud  in  (heir  bearing,  especially  the  Biscay- 
ners,  who  are  all  noble  by  birthright  The  country  abounds 
in  industry,  but  in  great  measure  it  is  due  to  the  women, 
who  are  excelled  in  this  respect  by  none  on  earth.  The 
men  are  given  to  indulgence  at  the  table,  and  are  wine 
drinkers,  which  is  unusual  in  Spain.  These  people  wonU 
make  admirable  subjects  for  colonization,  as  would  BU)st  of 
those  from  the  northern  part  of  Spain;  but  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  preserve  their  customs  and  laws 
as  much  as  possible,  which  is  difficult  They  are  found  in 
great  numbers  at  Madrid,  in  confidential  situations,  as  ser- 
vants and  the  like,  but  they  always  retain  the  desire  of  re- 
turning to  their  native  mountains.  In  grace  their  women 
rival  the  Andaluzas,  and  their  basque  accent  and  the  sweet^ 
est  voices  in  the  world  give  a  charm  to  their  appearance  and 
manners.  The  Basque  women  have,  in  general,  clear  and 
brilliant  complexions,  and  the  most  beautiful  hair  in  the 
world.  From  some  peculiarity  of  temperament,  their  teeth 
are  seldom  good,  and  decay  early ;  the  reverse  being  the 
case  with  the  Moorish  races,  who  have  the  most  beautiful 
teeth,  derived  from  their  Arab  ancestors.  The  walk  of  the 
Andaluzas  is  a  short  step,  the  feet  straight,  and  the  weight 
bearing  on  the  outer  part  of  the  foot  When  hurrying 
home,  as  they  may  be  seen  in  the  southern  towns,  if  taken 
by  rain,  or  going  out  tapada^  their  steps  are  merely  quidc- 
ened,but  not  lengthened,  and  the  perpendicular  of  the  body 
and  head  never  left.  The  Basque  race  have  more  of  a 
striding  gait,  and  are  easily  known  in  any  part  of  Spain  by 
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a  peculiar  mode  of  throwing  the  leg  forward.  The  car- 
riage of  the  head  is,  however,  second  only  to  that  of  the  An- 
daluzas. 

The  Asturians  are  found  almost  every  where  and  many 
principal  families  in  the  new  world  derive  their  origin 
from  these  wild  mountains.  They  possess  the  sterUng 
qualities  necessary  to  secure  confidence  in  their  employers. 
Notwithstanding  the  rudeness  of  the  peasantry,  this  pro- 
vince has  given  its  full  quota  to  the  republic  of  arts  and 
letters,  from  the  earUest  to  the  very  latest  period. 

The  Galicians  are  a  most  laborious  and  emigrating  race, 
exercising  the  laborious  occupations  the  indolent  and  ener- 
vated inhabitants  of  the  large  cities  cannot  perform  them- 
selves. They  represent  the  Irish  in  London,  the  Savoy- 
ards and  Auvergnats  at  Paris,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ro- 
magna  and  the  Abruzzi  at  Rome.  They  make  money, 
often  fortunes,  by  their  industry,  always  returning  at  certain 
Bitervab  to  their  native  provinces,  in  the  manner  of  the 
Italians,  Swiss,  and  others  in  that  part  of  Europe.  They 
are  rough  in  manners,  but  trustworthy  and  honest  to  the 
last  degree,  and  would  make  admirable  colonists.  The 
ancient  government  should  have  taken  these  people  to  settle 
the  Sierra  Morena,  and  other  parts,  instead  of  Germans, 
who  were  extinct  in  the  next  generation ;  they  were  in  no 
respects  better,  and  a  less  strong  and  muscular  race  than 
the  natives,  and  less  capable  of  resisting  the  climate.  The 
roughness  of  the  manners  of  the  Galicians  is  proverbial, 
and  a  constant  comparison  in  conversation.  1  have  heard 
the  term,  es  agallegado^  he  is  somewhat  Galician,  appUed 
to  a  coarse  man  in  society. 

The  EstremeSos, or  people  of  Estremadura,  area  decay- 
ing people,  and  can  be  studied  with  difficulty  in  their  ruined 
eities  and  towns.     They  are  highly  polished,  and  probably 
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give  as  good  specimens  of  individu^s  as  any  part  of  Spain. 
No  industry  of  any  kind  exists  in  the  country,  which  is  fast 
proceeding  to  utter  ruin. 

According  to  the  Castilians,  all  the  virtues  are  concen- 
trated in  the  plateau  which  forms  their  country,  whence 
they  are  doled  out  in  scanty  portions  to  the  various  races 
we  have  enumerated,  who  surround  their  Gavoured  region, 
and  a  Yalencian,  a  Catalan  or  an  Andaluz  are  selected  in 
turns  to  "  point  their  morals  or  adorn  their  tales."  These 
claims  of  superiority  are  however  by  no  means  admitted 
by  the  others,  and  the  grounds  on  which  they  found  them 
are  not  at  all  clear.  They  assert  that  they  are  more 
frank  and  honest  than  many  others,  and  possess  more 
sterling  qualities.  Probably  some  of  the  best  specimens  of 
old  Spanish  character  are,  on  the  whole,  to  be  found  in  old 
Castile,  where  the  physiognomy  is  also  different,  and 
strongly  resembles  what  may  be  the  original  or  mixed  Ro- 
man race,  prior  to  the  entry  of  the  Visigoths  and  Moors,  who 
have  supplanted  or  mingled  with  almost  all  the  others. 

The  strongest  barriers  to  innovation  are  to  be  found  in 
old  Castile,  where  the  "  laudatores  temporis  acti,"  and 
those  who  believe  that  every  change  is  a  deterioration,  are 
entrenched  in  their  strongest  holds.  From  the  ruins  of 
their  decayed  and  crumbling  towns,  which  are  fast  following 
the  fate  of  the  numbers  which  have  perished,  and  been 
replaced  by  despoblados,  they  hailed  the  deliverer  of  the 
country,  the  hero  of  the  Trocadero,  to  save  the  *'  santa 
religion,"  and  give  them  back  the  monks,  the  only  soUce 
of  their  lives.  In  these  old  towns,  which  resemble  the 
state  of  desolation  of  places  mentioned  in  Scripture,  where 
"  the  fox  may  shortly  be  expected  to  look  out  of  the  win- 
dows," may  be  seen  ancient  men,  in  the  humblest  attire, 
saluting  each  other  ^'  senor  marquez,"  or  by  other  titles,  as  in 
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Sicily.  The  manners  in  these  old  towns,  are  the  perfection 
of  human  kind.  Their  polish,  and  natural  ease  and  gentility 
cannot  be  surpassed.  They  are  laconic,  having  a  singular 
talent  io  saying  *' just  enough,^'  neither  wasting  words,  nor 
leaving  their  speech  short  of  its  necessary  expression.  The 
strongestattachmentto  ancient  usages,  is  found  every  where ; 
and  if  precedents  for  ancient  customs  were  required,  in 
no  part  could  they  be  more  readily  obtained;  nor  are  any 
people  in  the  world  more  bigotted  to  the  usages  of  their 
ancestors. 

In  new  Castile  there  is  more  wealth  and  agricultural 
industry  than  in  the  sister  province.  Substantial  labradores 
may  yet  be  found  in  La  Mancha,  giving  the  best  idea  of 
that  description  of  society,  which  are  the  yeomanry  of  Spain, 
and  one  of  the  fmest  races  in  the  world.  They  are  frank, 
hospitable,  punctilious,  and  honorable  in  their  dealings.  I 
visited  Valdepenas  which  is  in  that  province,  and  one  of  the 
richest  parts  of  the  country,  owing  to  the  reputation  justly 
enjoyed  by  the  wines.  I  availed  myself  of  the  offer  of  a 
young  Argentine,  who  was  well  acquainted  in  the  place, 
and  accompanied  him  to  see  the  wine  vaults  of  a  principal 
house.  We  found  the  whole  party  were  gone  to  the  bouse 
of  a  connexion  to  celebrate  a  marriage,  and  we  were  imme- 
diately asked  to  join  them.  As  it  was  the  country  of  the 
rich  Camacho,  although  the  fleshpots  which  delighted 
Sancho  were  not  to  be  expected,  I  gladly  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  repaired  to  the  rendezvous.  There  was 
a  large  assembly  of  persons  in  the  patio,  and  inside  the 
house ;  where  the  young  people  were  dancing  manchegoa 
in  a  room  heated  to  suffocation.  After  remaining  a  short 
time,  we  repaired  to  the  deep  vaults  and  tasted  their  de- 
lidous  beverage,  by  dipping  a  small  instrument  for  the 
purpose  into  the  tinaxas  or  huge  earthen  jars  which  con- 
tain it.    On  emerging,  we  found  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
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who  hadleft  her  party,  the  dnties  of  hospitality  with  th^ 
people  taking  precedency  of  all  other  considerations,  and 
she  had  provided  sweetments  and  other  things,  whidi  we 
were  obliged,  of  course,  to  partake.  She  said  on  our  re- 
marking the  inconvenience  we  put  her  to,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  allow  any  one  to  enter  her  house,  without 
paying  them  the  respect  due,  m  oflTering  them  what  it 
possessed.  These  people,  whose  children  were  marrying, 
were  hale  and  healthy,  the  air  being  extremely  pure  in 
that  part,  as  in  most  others  of  Castile,  and  their  estaUishmeot 
had  all  the  appearance  of  substantial  and  S(did  comfort  and 
respectability. 

In  the  Sierra  Morena  is  the  most  polished  and  noble 
mannered  race  of  peasantry  perhaps  in  the  worid.  They 
belong  rather  to  the  Elstremadura  caste  than  the  Andahu, 
speaking  a  much  purer  Castilian  than  the  semi  Arab  in- 
habitants of  the  latter  province.  Their  physiognomy  it 
also  quite  different,  and  about  Gruadalcanal,  and  that  neigh- 
bourhood, they  have  strong  marks  of  an  aboriginal  race, 
not  resembling  any  other  1  saw  in  Spain. 

In  conversational  powers  and  skill,  as  well  as  of  relish 
for  it,  the  Spaniards  are  excelled  by  no  people.  Madame 
de  Stael  said,  ^^  Conversation,  comme  talent,  n'existe  qa'en 
France.''  She  would  nof  have  used  the  expression,  had  she 
had  the  opportunity  of  studying  the  Spaniards,  who  possess 
the  real  talent  in  a  much  higher  degree,  than  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Gauls,  or  any  other  in  Europe.  As  talent  for 
salons,  the  French,  no  doubt,  deserve  the  reputation  they 
have;  but  as  a  general  diffused  gift,  through  all  ranks,  the 
Spaniards  certainly  excel  any  modem  nation.  The  style 
of  conversation  is  grave,  but  cheerful;  very  little  attempt 
at  display  or  exaggeration  is  seen,  or  talking  above  eaiA 
other,  which  vitiates  the  French  conversation  of  the  day.  It 
is  rare  to  see  any  one  attempt  to  lead,  but  the  conversatioa 
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passes  roiiiid  the  inrcle,  each  waiting  patiently  for  his  turn, 
in  deep  and  respectful  silence.  The  **  ei  ^«f «  ^«rrK  tumf 
ififfTo  9%unniy'*  the  deep  impres^ve  silence  of  the  Greeks, 
19  the  habitual  style  in  Spain,  whilst  any  one  is  speakings 
What  is  said  is  g^erally  delivered  straight  and  clearlyi 
without  drawling  or  precipitation,  mindful  always  of  the 
precept  of  Cervantes,  **not  to  speak  as  if  you  were  listening 
to  your  own  voice."  Numberless  individnak  are  possessed 
of  the  dry  wit  which  characterises  that  inimitable  author^ 
especially  in  Castile.  It  is  habitually  found  in  good  society^ 
and  there  is  the  keenest  relish  for  it.  Ridicule  is  also  pos- 
sessed by  many,  in  exactly  the  manner  of  Addison,  whose 
powers  Johnson  pronounced  to  be  singular  and  matchless. 
Dry  and  serious  sallies  of  this  kind  constantly  set  the  com- 
pany in  a  roar,  for  no  people  have  a  more  thorough  taste 
for  conversational  talent  Ridicule  is  quite  as  much  dreaded 
in  this  conntry  as  in  France,  but  it  is  of  a  different  kind, 
and  nothing  is  proof  against  it  when  well  managed.  Vast 
beility  is  given  to  conversation  by  the  habit  of  using  exple- 
tires  and  diminutives,  which  are  even  more  in  use  than 
among  the  Italians ;  also  in  coining  words  or  using  them 
for  a  temporary  and  occasional  purpose,  which  is  practised 
with  inimitable  grace  by  very  many  persons.  In  producing 
effect,  care  is  taken  not  to  overstep  the  mark,  otherwise 
the  name  of  charlatan  is  inunediately  fixed.  There  is  an 
extraordinary  talent  for  giving  sobriquets,  or  nicknames, 
generally  done  in  good  humour,  and  seldom  maliciously^ 
In  this  the  women  are  great  adepts,  seizing  any  peculiarity 
with  great  quickness  and  tact 

Some  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  in  Spain,  or  in  any 
other  country,  are  to  be  found  amongst  the  provincial 
nobility,  who  are  not  compelled  to  live  in  the  capital,  and 
have  property  and  influence  in  their  local  districts.  In  other 
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ways,  the  want  of  a  real  middle  class  is  seen,  in  all  its  de- 
flects, in  the  structure  of  society. 

The  same  independent  spirit  which  has  been  observed  to 
characterise  the  peasantry  and  inferior  ranks  of  society, 
extends  throughout     It  is  the  independent  moral  charac- 
ter and  principles  of  society  which  have  saved  Spain,  and  , 
preserved  the  national  character  almost  untouched,  amidst 
corruption  and  mismanagement,  which  would  have  ruined 
most  others.    Where  society  is  organised  as  it  is  in  the 
large  cities,  it  forms  a  powerfid  counterpoise  to  the  bad 
management  of  the  government.     It  is  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  common  errors,  in  judging  of  this  singular  coun- 
try, to  mix  up  powers  which  are  quite  unconnected  with 
each  other.    The  theories  of  Chinese  or  other  oriental 
writers,  who  imagine,  as  many  of  them  do,  that  England  is 
governed  and  the  society  influenced  by  the  India  Com- 
pany,, are  just  as  near  the  truth.    Neither  the  government 
nor  the  agents  have  the  slightest  interest,  or  are  seen  any 
more  than  if  they  did  not  belong  to  it,  excepting  that  they 
are  always  treated  with  due  respect,  and  the  forms  of  atten- 
tion, in  making  visits  at  proper  times,  sedulously  attended 
to.     The  ordinary  rules  are  of  course  meant,  and  the  late 
system  of  espionage  on  the  French  plan,  which  is  new  and 
exotic,  and  will  not  in  all  probability  stand,  is  the  excep- 
tion.    In  many   respects,  the  situation  of  society  with 
respect  to  the  government,  resembled  that  of  England  in 
the  time  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  more  recently.     This 
was  the  great  error  of  Napoleon,  and  it  is  to  this  hour  that 
of  the  French,  who  are  as  utterly  ignorant  of  a  people 
with  whom  they  have  had  such  extensive  dealings,  as  they 
are  of  that  of  Japan.     He  believed  that  the  Prince  of 
Peace  and  his  followers  were  the    Spanish  people.    It 
must  however  be  admitted,  as  is  inevitable,  that  the  influ- 
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ence  of  a  system  of  government  like  that  we  have  depicted, 
where  every  bad  feeling  and  principle  is  fostered  and  en- 
couraged, must  have  its  effect  in  corrupting  parts  of  the 
mass.  In  general,  the  vermin  in  the  public  offices,  who 
do  the  dirty  work  of  the  government,  are  so  different  from 
the  rest  of  society  in  appearance,  that  they  look  like  a  dif- 
ferent caste,  as  the  inferior  ones  in  India,  or  elsewhere.  I 
have  ofiien  wondered  where  they  had  found  some  specimens 
which  came  under  my  observation;  it  was  assuredly  no 
easy  matter;  Uke  the  gigantic  life-guardsmen,  seen  occa- 
sionally in  the  streets  of  London,  who,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  scale,  excite  surprise  to  know  how  the  recruiting  Ser- 
jeants find  them  out.  The  government  of  Calomarde,  in 
all  its  ramifications,  had  preeminent  tact  in  this,  for  they 
had  most  extraordinary  specimens  to  exhibit  in  their  sub- 
ordinate agents.  The  Spaniards  claim,  like  all  other  na- 
tions, the  reputation  of  good  nature.  Certainly  they  do 
possess  it,  in  a  degree  probably  unrivalled,  and  it  is  the 
main  instrument  by  which  the  government  have  worked. 
This  quality,  like  others,  is  relative,  and  assuredly  is  claimed 
by  many  who  have  very  little  title  to  it.  In  Spaiif,  it  is  in 
daily  and  hourly  requisition,  and  the  machine,  as  it  now  Is, 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  a  very  large  share  of  it  in 
the  constitution  of  the  people. 

In  a  country  so  singular  as  this  is,  where  all  extremes 
are  seen  in  contact,  where  the  highest  civilization  and 
the  rudest  state  of  society  are  seen  together,  other  con- 
tradictions and  paradoxes  are  also  to  be  observed.  The 
national  character  is  eminently  frank  and  open,  yet  if  one 
vice  be  given  as  a  prevailing  one,  it  is  deceit  and  duplicity, 
which  prevail  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  This  is  oriental 
beyond  all  doubt,  and  extends  from  the  head  of  the  state 
downwards.    The  last  interview  a  disgraced  minister  has 
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with  bis  chief,  he  is  generally  presented  with  a  segar  firom 
the  royal  mouth,  the  greatest  act  of  condescension  and 
good  humour,  hke  the  pulling  by  the  ear  of  Napoleon;  im- 
mediately after  which,  on  arriving  at  his  carriage,  be 
finds  an  order  of  suspension  or  banishment  to  a  distant 
city ;  a  practice  entirdy  eastern.  In  like  manner  another 
prevailing  vice  might  be  said  to  be  corruption.  So  uni- 
versal is  it,  that  nothing  can  be  effected,  good  or  evil, 
without  it,  and  it  would  appear  to  extend  to  every  class  of 
society.  Yet  the  national  character  is  exactly  the  reverse, 
and  innumerable  instances  may  be  found  by  goiiig  out  of 
the  routine  of  tribunals  and  public  offices,  where  the 
most  noble  proofs  of  disinterestedness  are  daily  to  be 
met  with. 

A  curious  modi|iQation  of  the  homage  rendered  by  vice 
to  virtue  is  found  in  the  manner  of  administering  bribes. 
A  certain  dehcacy  and  skill  are  necessary  to  ensure  their 
success,  and  in  general  they  must  be  tendered,  as  if  the 
party  were  asking  a  favor  of  the  other  to  accept  them.  In 
general,  ^fts  are  received  without  many  thanks  being  re- 
turned, a  peculiarity  in  a  people  so  attentive  to  the  forms 
of  good  breeding.  The  reason  appears  to  be,  the  feeling 
that  giving  is  to  a  certain  degree  a  matter  of  course,  and 
a  duty,  and  that  it  equally  blesses  the  giver  as  the  receiver, 
a  maxim  also  derived  from  the  east. 

Such  are  the  manners  of  Spain,  as  after  long  acquaint- 
fmce  and  some  observation,  they  have  appeared  to  me, 
candidly  and  impartially.  They  are  assuredly  not  those 
of  a  vicious  people,  although  vice  and  corruption  may  be 
found  amongst  them. 

In  fine,  in  the  various  situations  produced  by  the  ex- 
traordinary state  of  government  and  society,  of  whidi  this 
imperfect  outline  is  given,  Uie  bitterest  animosities  are. 
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softened,  and  the  greatest  hardships  and  oppression  alle- 
viated, by  a  kindliness  of  feeling  and  of  humanity,  which 
^'^^ly  quit  the  people  under  any  circumstances.  In  un- 
^ected  dignity,  patient  cheerfulness  under  misfortunes,  and 
'^ignation  to  the  evils  of  life,  every  nation  may  learn  from 
^em ;  and  most  would  blush  at  the  comparison,  if  they 
ff view  the  mauj^r  distress  is  borne  in  this  country. 


^ 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Relations  of  Prance  and  Spain. 

Before  we  proceed  to  describe  the  present  situation  of 
Spain,  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  relations  of  France 
with  that  country,  which  are  amongst  the  most  singular 
combinations  of  the  present  times.  This  will  be  done  as 
succinctly  as  possible,  and  with  the  requisite  candour  and 
impartiality,  only  alluding  to  those  circumstances  which  are 
matters  of  history,  as  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  those 
which  have  resulted  from  them.  By  the  connexion  with  the 
reigning  family  with  that  of  France,  Spain  has  been  dragged 
into  every  war,  since  the  commencement  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. These  wars  have  invariably  turned  out  equally  in- 
glorious and  unprofitable,  and  the  fatal  error  of  joining  the 
cabinet  of  Versailles,  in  their  alliance  with  the  British  co- 
lonies in  North  America,  has  finally  ended  in  the  separa- 
tion of  nearly  all  those  of  the  westeiii  hemisphere  from 
the  mother  country.  The  utter  failure  of  the  attempt 
against  the  republic  in  1 793,  and  the  subsequent  disastrous 
wars  with  Great  Britain,  into  which  Spain  was  forced, 
against  her  inclination  and  her  interests,  deceived  Buona- 
parte, who  believed  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  his  followers 
to  be  the  nation  at  large,  and  by  a  miscalculation,  founded 
on  the  narrowness  of  mind,  which  governed  mankind  by 
their  vices,  and  made  little  allowance  for  better  feelings, 
adding  insult,  which  went  home  to  every  Spanish  bosom, 
to  injury,  he  converted  a  people,  of  whom  the  slightest 
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care  or  management  would  have  ensured  the  faithful 
friendships  into  the  most  deadly  and  implacable  foes  he 
was  destined  to  encounter. 

No  such  visitation  as  the  war  of  independence  has  fallen 
upon  any  people  in  modem  times.  The  disastrous  conse- 
quences are  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer,  wherever 
he  may  turn  his  examination,  but  their  deeper  results  are 
yet  to  be  seen.  Should  any  good  result,  it  can  only  pro- 
ceed by  the  stimulus  given  during  that  war,  which  excited 
spirits  '^  yet  dormant  in  the  vasty  deep,"  and  by  its  estab- 
lishing, on  the  greatest  scale  of  demonstration,  the  fact  of 
the  government  and  the  people  coexisting,  but  being  in 
reality  quite  independent  of  each  other.  The  mixture  of 
grandeur,  of  patriotism,  of  courage,  and  of  every  thing 
which  can  ennoble  man,  with  the  most  opposite  qualities, 
supplied  by  the  pages  of  that  extraordinary  period,  are  the 
proof  that  a  people  is  never  lost,  but  by  its  own  fault.  The 
immediate  consequence  has  been  the  forcing  the  country 
down  the  abyss,  to  which  she  was  sliding,  and  as  yet  no 
solid  or  substantial  good  has  been  derived  from  it. 
•  After  the  return  of  the  King  in  1814,  and  his  advisers 
bad  persuaded  him  to  exile,  or  imprison,  or  execute  many 
of  those  to  whom  he  owed  his  crown,  the  destruction  of 
capital,  and  of  the  vital  sources  of  prosperity,  with  the  an- 
nihilation of  commerce,  and  the  virtual  separation  of  the 
colonies,  made  it  impossible  to  go  on ;  and  the  attempt  was 
made  by  recalling  the  Cortes,  to  reopen  the  lost  paths  of 
former  prosperity.  By  this  experiment,  little  or  nothing 
was  gained.  The  sound  and  really  patriotic  views  of  the 
more  moderate  part  were  overpowered  by  the  more  violent 
elements  set  in  motion  by  a  system  of  democracy,  equally  at 
variance  with  ancient  habits,  or  the  feelings  of  the  people. 
In  fact,  the  old  abuses  seemed  to  be  increased,  rather  than 
diminished,  during  their  ephemeral  reign,  and  it  appeared 
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the  signal  to  call  out  the  bad,  quite  as  much  as  the  good  de- 
ments of  the  body  politic.  In  a  country  organised  as  Spain 
is,  enemies  were  soon  found  to  a  system  of  innovatioQ 
loudly  proclaiming  the  cessation  of  ancient  abuses.  This 
powerful  party  however  could  effect  nothing  without  foreign 
cooperation.  The  occasion  was  too  tempting  for  the  rest- 
less and  intriguing*spirits  at  Paris.  A  system  of  secret  as- 
sistance was  inunediately  arranged.  The  details  are  need- 
less, and  it  suffices  to  say  that  of  all  the  treachery  and 
intrigue  which  have  been  exhibited  in  these  days,  nose  are, 
or  will  be,  more  conspicuous  than  those  which  character- 
ised the  transactions,  from  the  time  of  the  formatioa  of  the 
cordon  ganitaire  of  the  Pyrenees,  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Bidassoa  in  1823.  After  the  arts  of  dissimulatioD  and 
falsehood  were  exhausted,  and  could  no  longer  serve  any 
purpose,  a  nation  of  thirty  milUons  of  men,  the  most  war- 
like in  Europe,  were  told  that  they  must  attack  an  inc^ensive 
and  friendly  people,  who  had  been  ruiiied  by  adhering  to 
them,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  other  powers,  for  a  pur- 
pose equally,  or  even  more  iniquitous,  than  the  invasion  of 
Napoleon,  who  at  least  pretended  to  have  in  view  the  re- 
modelling the  institutions,  and  setting  them  to  the  scale  of 
modern  times.  The  ministers  of  the  Bourbons  couM 
assign  no  other,  than  to  arrest  the  progress  in  advance  of 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  country,  which  was  mainly  de- 
rived from  their  connexion  and  alliance.  The  real  movers 
of  this  enterprise  scarcely  showed  themselves.  These  were 
the  party  of  the  congregation  of  the  Jesuits,  the  fanatic 
sect,  who  undertook  to  preach  the  gospel  in  France,  pro- 
fessing to  reconvert  it  from  a  state  of  paganism  and  ido- 
latry they  affected  to  consider  it  had  fallen  into,  since  the 
revolution.  On  the  other  hand,  mercantile  advantages 
were  foreseen,  and  a  commercial  supremacy  anticipated. 
The  pure  politicians  were  divided.     One  party  only  op- 
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poMd  it,  Dol  on  the  score  of  injustice,  but  because  they  ex- 
pected it  would  £bu1,  and  were  not  disposed  to  share  in  the 
disgrace.  A  large  portion  were  neuter,  and  took  no  part, 
awaiting  the  result  to  declare  their  opinion. 

The  expedition,  which  was  undertaken  with  all   the 
means  of  modem  science  and  military  talent,  united  with 
vast  and  profuse  expenditure  of  means  succeeded,  it  cad- 
Dot  be  denied,  most  completely.     A  comparatively  small 
army  overran,  almost  without  opposition,  a  country  which 
had  defied  all  the  power  of  Napoleon,  directed  by  his  con- 
summate talents.  The  scene  in  France  soon  changed  after 
the  surrender  of  Cadiz.    All  opposition  was  silenced,  and 
every  party  united  in  doing  homage  to  the  brilliant  talent 
and  courage,  supposed  to  have  accompanied  the  new  army, 
who  were  declared  to  have  eclipsed  the  deeds  of  the  oldest 
veterans  of  past  times.     Great  Britain  was  said  to  have 
fiJIen  from  a  first  rate  to  a  much  inferior  rank  in  Europe, 
by  the  success  of  this  direct  attack  upon  her,  and  the  revo- 
lution and  restoration  to  be  amalgamated,  and  to  be  one 
aud  indivisible,  by  the  reconciliation  of  the  people  and  the 
throne  by  means  of  the  army.     Rewards  were  lavished, 
with  the  utmost  profusion,  at  home  and  abroad.    The  cap* 
ture  of  the  Trocadero  was  inscribed,  in  the  division  of  the 
Pantheon  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  exploits  of  the 
fourth  or  plebeian  dynasty,  at  Marengo,  Austerlitz,  Jena, 
and  W9^ni.     The  fame  of  a  foreign  prince  was  sup- 
posed to  be  consigned  to  posterity,  by  receiving  the  epau- 
lettes of  a  grenadier  of  France,  whilst  by  the  imperial 
mover  of  the  machinery,  the  hero  who  achieved  this  me- 
morable victory,  was  placed  in  the  same  rank  with  the  con^ 
qnerors  of  Leipsig,  of  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  and  Waterioo,* 

*  By  reoeiTing  a  Russian  decoration,  which  obliges  the  bearer  to  haTe 
commanded  an  army  in  a  general  action,  which  this  service  was  considered 
equivalent  to. 
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to  be  subsequently  grouped  with  those  of  Adrianople  and 
Erzerum.  This  is  a  rapid  sketch  of  this  famous  expedi- 
tion, in  which  a  young  and  gallant  army,  which  ought  to 
have  earned  its  virgin  honours  in  a  better  cause,  was  em- 
ployed io  perform  the  work  of  a  set  of  monks,  with  a  view 
to  finally  turning  their  arms  against  their  own  country. 
The  glory  of  it  may  be  divided  between  the  monks,  the 
merchants,  who  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
introduce  a  commercial  monopoly  for  the  time,  and  the 
liberal  or  movement  party,  whose  object  was,  in  whatever 
mode,  to  see  the  restoration  of  the  political  ascendancy  to 
their  country  which  she  had  lost  by  the  events  of  the  last 
campaigns. 

The  consequences  to  both  countries  were  equally  impor- 
tant. It  threw  Spain  into  the  state  these  sketches  attempt 
to  delineate;  in  France  it  operated  very  differently;  all 
parties  sought  to  turn  it  to  their  respective  advantage.  On 
the  one  part  it  roused  all  the  sleeping  elements  of  the  past 
order  of  things,  from  the  lethargic  slumber  in  which  they 
had  been  reposing  since  the  peace.  It  in  fact  unchained  the 
press,  and  the  true  policy  which  would  have  dictated  the 
tranquil  governing  of  France,  by  principles  of  moderation 
and  mildness,  was  replaced  by  coups  cTetat,  and  the  fe^ 
mentation  caused,  which  has  produced  the  catastrophe  of 
July.  There  was  always  a  powerful  and  numerous  parly 
against  the  Bourbons,  as  it  was  natural  there  should ;  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  restoration  was  effected  gave  a 
title,  which  was  sure,  at  one  time,  to  be  questioned,  except- 
ing with  extremely  good  management,  which  ceased  in  the 
latter  days  of  Louis  the  Eighteenth,  and  totally  disappeared 
in  the  time  of  his  successor.  This  hostile  party,  however, 
like  the  emancipationists  in  Ireland,  and  the  reformers  in 
England,  would  have  toiled  in  vain  but  from  the  assistance 
given  them  by  their  adversaries.    The  institution  of  Bruub- 
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wick  Clubs  caused  the  passing  of  the  emancipation  bill;  the 
defence  ofEast  Retford  produced  Reform;  and  the  law  of 
sacrilege,  and  the  disbanding  the  national  guards,  overthrew 
the  throne  of  Charles  the  Tenth.    Thus  it  appears,  as  could 
be  easily  demonstrated  more  in  detail,  that  this  expedition 
was  the  primary  cause  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  Bourbons,  as  the  iniquitous  war  of  1808  was  the 
political  and  military  grave  of  Napoleon.    The  result  did 
ample  justice  to  the  clear  and  discerning  view  taken  of  it  by 
Lord  Liverpool,  and  the  British  cabinet,  who,  I  have  under 
stood,  used  every  means  to  dissuade  the  government  of 
France  from  engaging  in  a  course  so  fraught  with  danger 
to  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  promising  so  little  real  advan- 
tage to  any  party.    The  same  course  was  taken  afterwards 
with  less  success.     The  expedition  to  Algiers  was  intended 
as  a  masking  operation  for  the  ordonnances,  as  that  of 
Spain  was  for  the  erecting  the  banners  of  the  congrega- 
tion and  reviving  the  system  of  the  ancient  monarchy.     In 
one  instance  there  was  a  partial  success ;  but  in  the  last,  for 
1  watched  very  narrowly  the  reasonings  in  the  leading 
journals,  it  was  a  complete  failure,  as  the  military  toania 
had  given  way  to  other  and  more  rational  feelings.    Then 
issued  the  swarm  of  military  romances  which  have  coloured 
the  noble  exploits  of  the  French  army  in  the  wars  of  the 
revolution,  in  the  manner  of  the  orientals.     The  other 
party,  that  of  the  Jesuits,  worked  in  their  calling  with  equal 
zeal,  in  the  hope  to  bring  back  the  t'mies  when  monks  go- 
verned the  world.     The  result  has  been  the  precipitating 
from  the  throne,  which  was  well  nigh  buried  in  the  ruins, 
the  unhappy  family,  to  whose  connexion,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  misfortunes  of  Spain,  in  latter  times,  are  to  be 
traced,  and  the  final  and  utter  ruin  of  the  Jesuitical  party, 
who  considered  her  as  their  province. 
The  result  of  the  occupation  turned  out  exactly  opposite 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


318  SKBTCHE8  IN  SPAIN.] 

to  the  caleolatioM  of  the  projectors,  and  approvers.  It 
was  soon  found  that  the  councils  of  France  were  powerless 
in  Madrid.  The  party  who  had  submitted  to  the  infamy 
of  calling  in  the  aid  of  a  foreign  country,  had  no  idea  of 
being  directed  by  them  in  their  internal  management  The 
aqHtulations  and  agreements  made  with  the  invading 
army,  by  such  of  the  Spanish  generals  as  stood  by  the 
cause  they  had  embraced,  were  disregarded,  and  the  same 
party  who  had  put  down  the  constitution  in  1814,  returned 
to  power,  with  greater  force  and  energy,  and  with  a 
reckless  determination  to  govern  by  their  own  will  alone. 
The  French  ambassador  had  less  influence  in  Madrid  than 
the  representative  of  a  power  which  had  changed  her 
system,  had  broken  off  the  connexion  with  the  great  mi- 
litary congress,  and  was  openly  acknowledging  the  revolted 
provinces  of  the  Americas. 

Some  circumstances  occurred,  strongly  similar  to  those 
which  have  too  frequently  mariced  the  manners  of  the 
French  in  foreign  countries,  from  the  time  of  Charies  of 
Anjou  when  they  produced  the  Sicilian  vespers,  up  to  the 
present  time  when,  in  our  day^  they  have  caused  the  people 
in  nearly  every  country  they  occupied,  to  rise  against  them. 
It  is  a  certain  mode  of  violent  dictation  whidi  is  more 
galling  to  the  amour  propre  than  the  dull  morgue  of  John 
Bull,  which  it  not  more  amiable,  but  is  more  supportaUCf 
as  it  recoils  on  himself.     What  was  tantamount  to  a  per- 
sonal slight  was  passed  on  the  King  himself,  in  his  own  pa- 
lace, by  a  French  general  who  was  quartered  in  it,  itself 
not  a  very  delicate  operation.    It  was  a  trifling  circum- 
stance,  but  as  I  have  been  informed,  the  question  was 
raised  by  it,  whether  the  will  and  convenience  of  the  Ge- 
neral, or  the  wish  of  the  King  of  Spain,  respecting  the  time 
of  giving  the  parole  and  countersign,  should  be  preferred. 
The  former  decided,  that  the  military  was  paramount.  This 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN*  Sf^AlN.  810 

would  have  been  indelicate  and  ill-judged  any  where,  but 
in  Castile !  and  to  die  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  1 1     In 
his  own  palace  1 1 !    A  complaint  was,  however,  made,  and 
he  was,  I  understood,  immediately  removed ;  and  I  believe^ 
no  further  complaint  was  made  on  that  score.   When  they 
had  evaded  the  evacuation  to  the  last  moment  possible,  an 
insurrection  broke   out  in  Catalonia,   which  there  was 
great  reason  to  believe  was  concerted  with  the  same  party 
in  France,  which  had  directed  the  invasion  of  the  Penin- 
sula. On  the  King  repairing  to  the  capital  of  the  province, 
to  quell  this  disturbance,  he  was  actually  refused  admittance 
into  his  own  city,  by  a  foreign  officer,  holding  it  only,  as 
they  said,  for  his  protection,  but  on  conditions  as  if  he 
were  entering  a  fortress  of  France.  The  place  is,  as  before 
described,  completely  commanded  by  two  citadels,  both  of 
which  the  French  held,  and  were  not  I  believe  asked  or  ex- 
pected to  give  up.  The  general  commanding,  absolutely,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  stipulated,  that  the  King  of  Spain  should 
only  enter  his  own  fortress,  with  a  subaltern's  guard,  and  that 
no  greater  force  should  be  admitted.  This  was  quite  out  of 
the  question,  and  he  actually,  by  the  advice  of  his  officers, 
withdrew  to  Tarragona,  leaving  the  capital  in  possession  of 
his  protectors,  who  were  soon  alterwards,  by  those  circum- 
stances, and  ike  energetic  remonstrances  and  high  tone  of  Mr. 
Canning,  compelled  to  withdraw.  What  the  real  intentions  of 
the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries  were,  is  unknown,  but  it  is  beyond 
all  doubt  they  were  very  different  from  this  termination. 
Reports  were  made  of  the  expence  of  repairing  and  adding 
to  the  works  of  Cadiz,  with  a  view  to  long  possession.     It 
is  more  than  probable  the  secret  view  was,  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  expences  the  Spanish  government  could   not 
reimburse,  by  the  cession  of  some  colonial  possession.   The 
change  in  the  British  cabinet  ended  these  visions,  and  the 
impossibility  of  either  retreating  with  credit,  or  of  extricat- 
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iDg  themselves  from  a  dilemma,  the  consequence  of  rashly 
engaging  in  an  unjustifiable  and  impolitic  en teq>rise,  caused 
the  expressions  of  the  celebrated  speech  of  the  most  elo- 
quent man  of  those  days,  who  described  the  situation  of 
the  French  cabinet,  as  one  of  ^'unpaUiated  and  unmitigated 
evil.'^  The  results  were  the  ir  immediate  retreat  without 
advantage  to  any  one  but  the  party  who  lately  governed 
Spain,  with  the  final  overthrow  of  the  dynasty  of  the  Bour- 
bons and  of  the  congregation  who  were  the  principal  insti- 
gators and  movers  of  this  invasion,  and  the  dispersion,  never 
again  to  meet,  of  the  holy  alliance.  The  commercial 
advantages  resulting  from  this  expedition  have  not  been 
greater  than  the  others.  In  fact,  they  annihilated  the 
sources  of  commerce,  besides  the  mass  of  misery  and 
distress,  in  other  respects,  inflicted  by  the  invasion.  One 
curious  arrangement  was  made.  In  order  to  complete  the 
^'  protective  system,^'  they  enacted  a  navigation  law  in 
Spain,  going  even  beyond  the  old  adage  of  the  jtable,  for 
the  horse  was  not  only  gone,  but  the  stable  itself  destroyed. 
The  French  made  it  a  stipulation  of  the  treaty,  that  they 
should  be  put  on  the  footing  of  the  natives,  as  to  the 
cabotage^  or  coasting  trade,  which  was  actually  like 
pilfering  the  rags  of  a  beggar.  In  fine,  the  expedition 
was  a  complete  failure.  France  was  involved  in  financial 
difficulty  by  it,  from  which  she  has  never  recovered.  The 
hopes  of  political  and  military  domination  and  commercial 
supremacy,  have  entirely  failed  in  answering  the  expec- 
tations from  them ;  and  a  memorable  lesson  has  been  given 
to  the  world,  of  the  impolicy  of  such  attempts.  The  poli- 
tical influence  of  England  at  Madrid,  has  never  been  at  all 
powerful,  excepting  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Canning.  The 
S£^ne  reasoning  exactly  applied  to  that,  as  to  many  other 
subjects  connected  with  this  country.  Like  the  governments 
of  the  north  of  Africa,  they  did  not  really  respect  any  one 
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whom  they  did  not  fear.  During  most  of  the  time  these  ob« 
servations  were  made,  our  influence  was  at  zero.  The  reason 
of  thiswas,  that  the  administration  our  minister  represented^ 
was  united  with  that  of  Spain  in  general  principles,  and 
they  had  nothing  to  fear.  Latterly,  after  the  revolution  of 
July,  the  French  had  considerable  power  from  the  dread 
they  were  in  of  that  country.  Of  course  this  does  not  prevent 
the  exchange  of  courtesy  and  civility,  which  they  lavish  on 
every  one.  I  doubt  very  much  whether,  excepting  from 
the  motive  of  fear  of  consequences,  or  the  absolute  necessity 
of  support,  which  bound  them  to  the  holy  alliance;  any 
foreign  government  has  influence  in  this  singular  country. 
None  of  the  diplomacy,  when  I  was  in  Spain,  and  had 
ample  means  of  hearing,  were  ever  spoken  of  by  any 
party,  as  exercising  power.  The  mode  of  hving,  the 
habits  of  Madrid,  which  are  entirely  diplomatic,  and  enable 
any  intrigue  to  be  detected  in  a  moment,  by  people  whose 
whole  time  is  spent  in  it,  and  excel,  in  talent  for  it,  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  not  excepting  the  Russians :  the 
total  want  of  real  argument  from  those  who  have  neither 
interest,  nor  commerce,  nor  character,  nor  any  one  thing  in 
common  with  them,  which  is  the  case  with  the  great  mili- 
tary powers;  must  neutralize  their  efforts  to  direct  such  a 
government  as  that  we  have  delineated. 

Some  of  the  views  of  the  last  invasion  may  be  gathered 
from  what  took  place  in  the  fortresses;  they  demolished 
the  fort  of  Pancorbo,  the  only  defence  on  the  direct 
route  from  Bayonne  to  Madrid.  They  emptied  every 
arsenal  of  its  brass  cannon,  leaving  not  a  sufficiency  for 
the  ordinary  defence  of  the  place.  Some  of  these  guns 
were  taken,  as  it  was  said,  to  defray  the  expence  of  the 
sieges.  Others  were  claimed  as  their  own  property, 
having  been  left  in  the  war  of  independence,  and  having,  in 
fact,  as  they  said,  never  ceased  to  be  French.     When  a 
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protest  was  made  at  Cadii  against  the  Illegal  and  unjust 
seizure  of  a  large  quantity,  an  order  was  procured  firom 
the  King,  making  them  a  present  to  his  brother  of  Prance. 
The  iron  guns  and  shot  were  required  as  ballast  for  the 
transports.  They  employed  a  set  df  military  officers, 
some  of  whom  were  still  in  Spain  when  I  left  it ;  to  make 
regular  suk*veys  of  the  whole  country  as  fiir  as  Madrid, 
including  the  communications  with  Valencia  by  Cnenca, 
and  the  Sierra  of  that  name.  Two  years  were  devoted 
to  making  a  detailed  plan  of  Jaca,  a  small  frontier  place 
in  Aragon,  with  every  thing  necessary  to  besiege  it  The 
officers  employed  on  these  services  were  forwarded  at 
the  public  expettce  by  requisition,  and  were  rewarded 
by  Spanish  orders  and  decorations,  whilst  native  officers, 
infinitely  better  qualified  to  do  It,  were  unemployed,  or 
languishing  in  exile,  and  a  decent  map  of  any  part,  ev^ 
of  the  country  round  the  gates  of  the  capital  cannot  be 
found.* 

The  influence  of  the  French  at  Madrid  was  so  small, 
that  I  think  it  was  only  in  1830  they  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  commencement  of  the  repayment  of  the  money 
expended  in  the  expedition.  It  is  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  money,  literally  wrung  from  the  ruined 
proprietors  of  Spain,  should  continue  to  be  claimed  by 
France,  for  a  service  they  ought  to  feel  anything  but  exul- 
tation at  having  performed.  The  reasoning  of  a  free 
people  on  receiving  tribute  from  such  a  source,  resembles 
that  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  that  the  money  is  good,  from 

*  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  splendid  maps  of  the  oonntry 
as  far  as  Madrid,  including  the  Pyrenees  and  Catalonia,  published  by 
the  war  department  at  Paris,  are  not  alt  idl  to  be  depended  on  ibr  accii'- 
racy ;  many  parts  being  merely  fonndod  on  old  mtweyn,  and  the  engnring 
being  the  best  part  of  them.  The  materials  collected  by  the  officers  ia 
question  are  at  Paris,  but  duplicates  were,  1  understood,  lodged  at 
Madrid. 
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vlntever  sonroe  it  be  derived,  and  they  certwily  ought  to 
reBoonce  this  tax  firom  a  friendly  people,  on  whom  their 
alliaiice  and  syitem  direetly  or  indirectly,  have  oitailed  so 
many  misfortunes. 

The  government  which  succeeded  this  invasion  was,  lo 
Die  the  expression,  the  incarnation  of  absolute  power. 
The  royal  name  was  a  mere  nam  de  guerre^  and  the 
iotbority  of  the  King  Uttle  more  than  nominal.  Another 
principle  in  reality  governed :  the  condensed,  concentrated 
eueiice  of  the  maintenance  of  corporate  and  organised 
power,  the  head  being  the  ehurch,  and  the  sde  object, 
the  support  of  ancient  abuse  against  change,  or  innovation, 
or  improvement  Every  act  of  the  short  time  of  the 
Cortes,  good  or  bad,  was  reversed.  The  time  itself  was 
Yoted  a  <*dies  non'^  in  the  history  of  the  monarchy, 
•sd  I  bdieve  every  document  relating  to  it  ordered  to  be 
destroyed,  in  the  vain  and  useless  hope  of  ^effecting  the 
oblivion  of  its  existence.  Calomarde,  the  chief  who  di- 
rected the  machine,  was  a  man  without  real  talent  or  ele- 
vation of  mind,  but  he  possessed  the  power  of  steering  amid 
the  intrigues  of  parties  at  Madrid  to  a  consummate  degree; 
had  great  firmness,  a  considerable  degree  of  moderation, 
and  that  inflexible  and  inexorable  mind  necessary  to  ma* 
nage  the  power  he  wielded.  As  his  power  rested  on  fo- 
reign influenoe  and  assistance,  and  depended  on  the  banisb- 
.mentor  exclusion  from  office  of  nearly  every  man  of  talent 
in  the  country;  and  as  he  existed  only  by  sufferance,  every 
independent  and  intelligent  man  looking  on  such  a  ministry 
as  a  national  opprobrium  and  disgrace;  his  task  was  suffi- 
riently  difficult.  He  was  surrounded,  and  at  every  audience 
of  his  sovereign,  was  obliged  to  see  people  in  crowds,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  hostile  to  his  government,  and  indignant  at 
hb  holding  it  The  plan,  mentioned  dsewhere,  was  re- 
torted to;  the  favourite  system  in  Spain.    The  two  parties 
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were  run  against  each  other.  The  national  guards  which 
included  all  the  constitutional  party,  Grandees  of  Spain 
being  enrolled  in  them,  were  disbanded ;  and  the  rabble, 
called  the  realistas,  armed  in  their  place.  Between  these 
powers,  between  those  desirous  of  change  and  reformation, 
and  those  who  were  urging  him  to  vengeance,  crying  to 
be  let  loose  on  their  opponents,  and  considered  the  syst^n 
of  government  as  lukewarm  and  disloyal,  he  steered  his 
<)Ourse  in  comparative  security.  He  stood  in  &ct  at  Ma- 
drid, like  an  enchanter  amongst  his  fiBuniliar  spirits,  who 
were  barely  under  his  controul,  and  at  every  instant  were 
ready  to  rebel,  and  annihilate  or  devour  him« 

In  this  state  things  were  at  the  revolution  of  July.   The 
domination  of  that  party  was  then  strudc  at  the  root  The 
mortal  blow  was  given.  Like  the  bull  in  the  plaza,  who  has 
received  the  estocada^  a  show  of  vigour  remained,  and 
some  antagonists  might  yet  be  struck  down,  but  their  in- 
evitable doom  was  sealed,  and  in  patience,  the  calm  and  re- 
flecting people  of  Spain  looked  forward  to  the  certain  fiill 
of  this  detested  administration.    Of  the  two  hostile  parties, 
no  doubt  the  great  danger  was  from  the  apostoUcal  or  ul- 
tra party.     They  were  armed  and  powerfully  supported 
near  the  throne.     The  risk  was  their  violence  causing 
reaction  and  civil  war,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  French. 
Accordingly  every  man  in  office,  who  was  not  of  consummate 
prudence,  was  removed.    The  difficulty  was  to  chuse  be- 
tween violence  and  imbecility,  the  two  endemics  of  the 
party.    Ever  and  anon  the  hive  at  Madrid  became  too  hot, 
and  a  partial  swarming,  or  expulsion  of  the  more  stirring 
part  of  the  intriguers,  was  necessary,  who  were  banished 
to  the  provinces,  and  the  equilibrium  restored. 

Amongst  the  peculiarities  in  Spain,  is  the  transmission 
of  news,  which  is  carried  with  a  rapidity  quite  extraor- 
dinary.   Although  no  foreign  paper  was  permitted,  and  the 
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Gazette  eontained  nothing  of  importancei  until  some  time 
after  it  had  happened ;  in  no  country  in  Europe  were  the 
heads  of  information  sooner  to  be  obtained.  I  happened 
to  visit  the  Puerto  de  Benasque,  in  the  high  Pyrenees,  a  very 
few  days  after  the  insurrection  of  Paris.  Whilst  I  was 
there,  a  man  arrived  from  Zaragoza.  I  enquired  whether 
he  had  heard  any  news  from  Paris.  He  said  yes,  they  had 
bown  every  thing  which  had  happened-  some  days  ago^ 
1  was  subsequently  informed  of  the  revolt  at  Brussels, 
whilst  in  a  remote  southern  town,  a  great  distance  from  the 
capital,  ten  days  after  it  had  happened.  The  Gazette,  which 
was  drawn  up  with  so  much  care  that  it  was  frequently 
reprinted  more  than  once  before  it  was  issued,  and  which 
the  monkish  directors  of  it  believed  led  public  opinion;  had 
60  little  credit,  that  not  only  its  assertions  were  disregarded^ 
hot  were  often  read  for  the  purpose  of  being  disbelieved,  and 
taken  in  the  opposite  sense,  or  turned  into  ridicule,  whilst 
all  deficiencies  or  omissions  were  interpreted  in  the  same 
manner.*  For  a  very  short  time,  the  publication  of  the 
transactions  at  Paris  was  withheld,  when  yielding  to  dire 
necessity,  they  determined  to  give  regular  abstracts  of  the 
events  there.  The  system  of  writing  was  curious,  and  suffix 
ciently  showed  the  real  footing  of  the  government,  and  the 
feeling  in  Spain.  No  defence  was  ever  made,  or  attempted^ 
of  the  ordinances,  and  the  public  were  spared  the  reading 
the  miserable  twaddle  of  some  of  our  papers  on  these  sub- 
jects, which  made  these  unfortunate  occurrences  worse  than 
they  otherwise  were,  by  endeavouring  to  support  what  was 
mdefensible. 
Immediately  after  the  revolution  of  July  was  completed, 

*  I  haye  very  often  witnessed  the  amusing  siglU  of  tlie  analysis  of  tlie 
Gazeta,  when  any  news  of  importance  was  expected.  It  frequently  hap- 
pened to  them,  as  to  others,  that  even  when  speaking  the  truth  they  were 
i»ot  beliered. 
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the  party,  into  whose  hands  the  gaverBment  had  fiAea, 
sent,  in  their  offieial  or  ministerial  sitnatioa,  a  demand  of 
reoognitton  of  the  new  order  of  things,  whibt,  in  their  ca- 
pacity of  merchants  and  loan  jobbers,  they  collected  all 
the  bands  of  banidied  Spaniards  whe  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  join  them,  and  sent  them  at  their  own  expeaoe  to  the 
frontiers,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  overturning  the  very 
government  vi4iose  friendship  they  were  professing^  to  ooort 
The  failure  of  their  attempts  to  invade  Spain  is  well  known* 
Very  fortunately  it  happened  so,  for  torrents  of  blood  would 
have  flowed  to  no  purpose,  had  they  momentarily  sue- 
ceeded.  They  certainly  had  no  want  of  well  wishers  in  aU 
parts,  but  the  Spaniards  had  rather  too  much  experience 
and  sagacity  to  compromise  themselves  generally  in  so 
doubtfid  a  cause,  where  the  parties  were  in  some  respeete 
nearly  equal,  but  where  the  material  and  power  were  aU  on 
one  side,  and  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  inexorable  and 
relentless  determination  where  their  existence  depended  on 
it,  were  so  well  known.  Those  attempts  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  produce  any  other  residts  than  as  it  hqipened. 
A  few  hundred  adventurers  could  not  be  expected  to  move  an 
edifice  like  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  whose  passive  vi9  tner^^ 
HiB  alone  was  proof  against  these  puny  attempts.  One  re- 
markable fact  occurred,  which  was  before  alluded  to. 

I  was  in  Spain  at  this  eventful  period,  and  had  fitU  means 
of  knowing  every  thing  which  passed.  It  cannot  te 
denied  that  the  Spanish  government  during  dits  crisis  was 
conducted  with  a  firmness  suited  to  the  head  of  a  great 
monarchy,  although  very  far  from  admiring  the  prisei^ 
on  which  they  ruled.  The  most  strict  orders  were  given 
to  all  officers,  especially  the  police,  to  be  watchful  at  their 
posts,  but  the  ordinary  course  of  the  laws  was  not  inter- 
rupted. A  most  severe  and  sanguinary  decree  was  issued 
against  those  who  should  disturb  the  public  tranquillity,  or 
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threaten  the  subversion  of  the  ord«r  of  (bings  6Kisting« 
The  dreadful  threat  was  held  out  to  the  liberal  party,  that  the 
government  kept  the  balance  between  the  two  factions,  and 
that  they  bad  only  to  unloose  the  bapds  of  their  opponents, 
to  annihilate  them.  This  was  so  far  true,  that  the  one  party 
was  disarmed  and  the  other  in  ^rw  in  QM^st  places,  and 
quitis  ready  to  fall  on;  being  fson^posed  of  just  the  descrip- 
tioa  of  persons  who  would  have  obeyed  such  a  mandate. 
Desirous  as  the  people  were  of  a  cbiange,  their  good  sense 
prevented  many  of  them  engaging  in  so  desperate  a  cause 
and  the  decree  remained  nearly  iqoperalive.   An  exception 
oocnrred  at  Granada,  where  the  horrible  spectacle  was 
edubited  of  a  young  and  beautiful  woman,  the  widow  of  a 
brigadier,  perishing  on  the  scaffold,  for  only  the  alleged 
crime  of  having  tricoloured  flags  in  her  possession.    The 
sentence  against  this  person  was  sent  to  Madrid  and  thence 
ordered  afier  mature  examination,  to  be  carried  into  im- 
mediale  effect  What  passed  in  the  council  on  this  occasion 
fifmnoi  be  known ;  bnt  it  may  have  been  urged,  that  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  all  were  equal,  and  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tinction of  sex ;  that  it  was  too  well  known  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  the  women  were  avowed  liberals 
aad  in  hostility  to  the  existing  order  of  thin^ ;  that  every 
means  had  beep  tried  in  vain  to  reclaim  them,  that  seclusion 
io  conventf  and  holy  vigils  and  exhortations  had  produced 
90  little  efiCecf ,  that  they  came  out  if  possible  more  perverse 
than  they  entered ;  and  that  the  s^tary  discipline  which 
inother  /cases  eflfected  so  much  good  was  in  this  unavailing, 
as  they  even  seemed  to  glory  in  their  shame.  That  reports 
bad  reached  from  some  provinces  of  their  examining  the 
political  fpntiments  pf  the  men;  who  had  little  chance  of 
9mh$  or  fryo^rs  wdess  they  were  of  the  mode  of  thinking 
80  mvbcb  dnprec^d  by  th/e  faithful  friends  and  supporters  of 
the  fl^i^iarchy-  That  ipstan^ees  constantly  occurred  of  men 
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renouncing  their  errors,  and  returning  to  the  right  path,  but 
that  no  example  was  known  of  the  conversion  of  a  woman. 

It  might  have  been  remarked,  in  answer  to  this  general 
charge  against  the  sex,  that  if  in  sfme  parts  the  liberals 
were  more  numerous ,  that  in  Castile,  those  of  the  opposite 
mode  of  thinking  were  not  deficient,  and  that  in  zeal  for 
the  cause  they  espoused,  they  fully  equalled  their  rivab. 

However  that  may  have  been,  the  dreadful  order  was 
carried  into  execution.  The  unfortunate  victim  met  her 
fate  with  the  heroic  courage  which  at  all  times  has  distin- 
guished the  Spanish  fair.  Neither  threats,  entreaties,  or 
promises  could  induce  her  to  inculpate  a  single  person. 
The  same  firmness  was  shown  by  her  female  attendant,  who 
was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  two  years  as  accessory. 
The  only  favour  she  asked  was,  to  he  allowed  to  die  in  her 
own  apparel,  and  to  be  excused  wearing  the  robe  appro- 
priated to  criminals.  This  was  denied,  but  they  shortened 
the  period  of  this  part  of  the  ceremony.  This  spectacle, 
the  most  horrid  which  had  been  witnessed  at  Granada 
since  the  burning  of  the  Moriscos  in  the  early  part  of  last 
century,  was  seen  by  very  few  persons,  excepting  the  de- 
scription who  are  always  attendants  on  such  occasions.  Hor- 
ror at  a  display  equally  barbarous  as  impolitic  and  unneces- 
sary, overpowered  the  feelings  of  curiosity  in  both  enemies 
and  friends  of  the  government,  and  the  upper  classes  of 
society  left  the  town  or  remained  in  their  houses  all  day, 
during  this  political  auto-da-fi6. 

The  tragedy  at  Malaga,  a  few  months  afterwards,  is  de- 
scribed under  the  head  of  Military,  to  which  it  belongs. 
A  few  other  examples  occurred  of  the  inexorable  manner 
in  which  the  decrees  were  carried  into  execution.  Two 
men  were  surprised  at  Madrid  in  the  act  of  writing  a  letter 
to  Mina ;  one  of  them,  an  officer  of  engineers,  a  man  of  great 
talent,  heard  th^  noise  of  the  police  entering,  and  calling 
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to  his  oompanioii  to  foUow  him,  leapt  out  of  a  window. 
When  he  reached  the  ground,  an  officer  happened  to  be 
passing  who  drew  his  sword,  and  offered  to  detain  him;  the 
other,  widi  admirable  presence  of  mind,  said  :  ^'  1  have 
been  surprised  in  a  love  affiiir,  let  me  pass,  for  they  are 
following  me.''  This  was  instandy  granted,  and  he  made 
bis  escape  out  of  the  country.  The  other  was  found  se- 
creted under  a  bed.  The  letter  was  on  the  table,  neither 
bavingthought  of  destroying  it.  The  difficulty  was  to  prove 
tbe  writing,  which  they  at  last  procured  witnesses  to  swear  to, 
and  he  was  executed.  Some  few  other  instances  occurred, 
bnt  all  the  effect  they  had,  was  to  disgust  the  public;  not  a 
man  or  woman  was  converted  by  them  in  any  part  of  the 
luogdom. 


RECENT  CHANGES. 

The  rebellion  which  has  broken  out  subsequently  is  too 
well  knownHo  require  much  detail  or  description.  There 
are  circumstances  connected  with  it,  sufficiently  curious. 
The  first  is,  that  the  free  provinces  should  be  the  only  real 
supporters  of  it.  The  reasop  of  this,  is  the  influence  of  the 
clergy,  who  are  entirely  mixed  with  the  people  in  that  part 
of  Spain,  and  in  fact  are  established  in  almost  every  house, 
where  they  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  society,  and  their 
yoke  in  no  way  onerous  or  oppressive.  This  will  be  seen 
on  referring  to  the  description  of  these  provinces  and  Na- 
varre. In  that  of  Bilbao,  the  Franciscan  convent  is  men- 
tioned. These  monks  headed  the  whole  insurrection,  and 
their  influaice  over  the  lower  orders  as  there  stated,  en- 
abled them  to  give  the  start,  which  was  so  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  the  rest  of  the  peasantry.  The  strength  of  the 
country,  the  fact  of  the  arms  being  in  possession  of  the 
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Curlirt  party  under  th#  deoamuiaUan  of  PMlM«i«  imd  tiut 
tbe  others  were  nearly  warmed;  die  govenuneQi lu»4i^^ 
00  troops  ia  the  country,  from  presmpUve  eu»tom,  aid  tlw 
Aow  and  dilatory  movemeutf  of  the  an»y  sent  agaiiflt 
tbem,  are  quite  suiBeient  to  aocpUQt  for  tbe  rapid  prognM 
and  the  formidable  iqppaaranee  of  the  revolt  at  one  time. 
The  other  reason  is  the  eonstaut  foar  or  jealousy  of  the  ga* 
veroment  of  Castile  about  the  fueros*  wbii^  keep  the  wheis 
population  of  the  prpvinees  en  the  qui  vive  and  resdy  ftp 
turn  out  in  a  momentt  at  any  time,  whilst  the  eusteace  ef 
that  feeling  makes  them  independent  and  feariess  of  tbs 
general  government.    There  ean  be  no  doubt  to  any  ens 
aofuainted  with  those  provineeSf  al^iough  I  h^e  seen  as 
one,  or  heard  directly  from  them,  that  the  priests  hivs 
worked  on  the  people  by  the  fear  of  the  suspension  of  the 
fiieros,  and  the  imprudent  manifesto  of  General  Castagnoo 
must  have  rather  inereased  this  feeling.     The  general  re- 
sult of  the  insurrection  is  exactly  what  every  one  would  an- 
lioipate  who  thoroughly  knows  Spain,  and  the  organisation 
of  pities.    With  the  exeeption  of  these  pro^fuiees,  no  reid 
;»tan4  has  been  made  any  where  in  support  of  a  oansemaay 
people  believe  is  the  popular  ope  in  Spain.    The  reasoss 
are  these^    The  insuri^tion  in  fevaur  of  Carlos  w^  a 
eewpfete  rebelUon,  and  of  really  high  treason  in  (he  state 
ipif  (he  law.    The  moral  weight  of  Spain  was  transferred  io 
the  Jefenta,  by  (he  eelebratal  act  of  last  June.    The  party 
who  support  (he  QuAsnarenot  a  mere  fection,hutkee«- 
^prtees  every  man  #f  talent  ^r  ittformption,  al»o9t  without  aa 
^Koeption,  kfi  jSpain.    Neaily  all  the  nobility.    All  the  mi- 
litary IMS  ^  rank  and  atatien,  and  naariy  $H  the^thsM. 
Miverjmm  mi  woman  in  the  ^eountry  who  is  aipar^  sad 
aB  ahove  it.    In  feet  almost  .every  ^ne  who  era  read  or 
WVnte^  HO  iMeneiderabfe  Munbfr  even  af  the  d^N^  aad 
Mpongst  Ai  mmtiUxSi^  bodies.     In  short,  aM  the  ^aia^of 
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Spito  ii  arrayed  in  iavor  of  the  preirat  goveninieiit,  not 
becMMe  it  was  the  will  or  imtere$t  of  the  late  King  to 
ebaage  theiuecesaion,  bntbeeaufle  it  is  the  real  law  of  the 
comtry,  and  thai  it  is  a  queition  of  good  or  had  govern* 
meet  The  aolemn  act  by  which  they  iwore  to  support  the 
Prineesfl,  ie  aufficieni  to  inaure  the  fltabiUty  of  attachment 
of  peoplot  who  are  not  given  i0  turn  round  and  for^ 
iwear  at  eyery  inatant,  aa  in  aome  ooontriea. 

So  widely  apread  ia  the  feeling  in  favour  of  the  change  ot 
lyatem,  that  of  a  moat  extended  acquaintance  I  had  through 
the  countryt  in  every  station  of  lifcr  from  the  highest  down* 
wards,  of  every  prdession  and  callingi  I  should  be  puxzied 
•ow  to  point  out  a  single  male  or  female  who  was  aCarb- 
Uit*  Tba  opinions  of  the  situation  of  the  monks,  who  in 
Fraaee  eapeeially,  are  considered  to  direct  the  people  and 
dttage  the  govemm^t  at  wiU^  are  utterly  erroneous.  It 
wiH  be  fleen  in  die  chapter  on  the  Clergy,  what  their  in«- 
flaenee  is.  Their  position  is  inversely  as  it  is  in  Franee. 
The  war  of  independence  was  xiot  a  war  of  monks  or  bna- 
tieisin,  akhoivh  monks  and  fanatics  aasietad  in  it.  U 
was  a  war  of  national  bonor«  in  which  the  monto  seconded 
tbe  people;  their  interests  and  feelings  betpg  one  and  ina^ 
parable*  By  their  own  folly  and  the  mistaken  policy  of 
those  who  have  i^overned  Spain  since  tbe  invasion  of  1828, 
tbeir  influence  is  gone.  Tbe  talisman  is  lost;  they  may 
cry  '*  W^df,"  no  one  now  will  se^^ond  them*  So  fer  is  this 
the  ease  that  I  ana  confident  whenever  the  government 
resolve  to  suppress  the  conveais,  by  taking  proper  prie^ 
eauliMis,  it  "mil  he  effected  without  tinndble,  aa4  that  they 
^  feu  without  a  struggle.  The  snrrender  of  the  eon- 
stitulion  in  li20  is  no  argument^  Things  were  then  very 
dxfierant  The  acts  of  the  CoKes  bad  idisgiwted  ahnont 
every  one  but  tbe  low  demoiCDatic  party*  and  the  aorganiaar 
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tion  against  them  was  too  strong  m  the  country,  to  admit 
of  resistance  to  an  army  of  100,000  men,  who  were  thrown 
into  the  balance.  The  capitulations  and  expectations  d 
better  times  and  of  a  moderate  system  of  government,  neu- 
tralised the  exertions  of  very  many.  The  administratioB  of 
Calomarde  completely  dissipated  these  illusions,  and  it 
would  be  very  difficult  now  to  organise  the  same  system. 
The  manner  in  which  that  government  was  managed ;  its 
support  depending  on  the  exclusion  of  every  man  of  talent, 
excepting  one  or  two  who  were  employed  from  the  fean 
of  the  consequences  of  the  acts  of  their  own  followers,  are 
sufficient  proof  that  even  with  the  Carlist  government  of 
France  to  support  them,  they  could  scarcely  hold  their 
ground.  How  can  it  be  supposed,  now  that  the  incubus 
is  relnoved,  they  will  be  desirous  of  again  replacing  it? 
The  situation  and  prospects  of  Spain  are  certainly  better 
than  they  have  been  at  any  period  in  modem  times.  The 
cessation  of  the  selfish  and  unnatural  contest  in  Portugal 
in  favour  of  the  rightful  and  legitimate  heir,  with  the  ame- 
lioration of  government  in  that  country,  and  the  removal 
of  Don  Carlos ;  the  support  and  alliance  of  France  and 
England,  with  the  accession  to  power  of  the^party  who 
alone  can  regenerate  the  country,  are  events  which,  a 
very  short  time  since,  would  scarcely  have  been  antici- 
pated. At  the  time  I  left  Spain,  in  August  1882,  the  fee- 
ing through  society  was  universal  that  the  govemmeut  of 
the  day  must  fall;  but  little  idea  was  held  that  relief  was  so 
near  at  hand,  and  through  such  extraordinary  and  provi- 
dential means.  The  history  of  these  latter  times  would 
seem  to  verify  the  remark  of  the  monk  Flores,  the  historian, 
that  disorder  in  the  chief  of  the  state  frequently  extends 
through  all  the  members  of  it,  as  those  of  the  head  of  man 
dhrougb  all  his  frame.    In  this  instance  it  is  true,  but  in- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


8KETCHE6  IN  SPAIN.  ttt 

versely :  for  good,  and  not  for  evil.  An  event  of  itself  of 
litde  importance^  thrsucoession  of  a  child,  is  a  question  of 
regeneration,  or  retention  of  slavery  and  degradation  to  a 
magnificent  country. 

The  changes  which  are  known  to  have  taken  place  in 
the  administration  of  the  government,  are  the  act  respect- 
ing nuiestrazgosj  or  entails,  which  was  commenced  by  the 
Cortes,  and  is  imperiously  called  for ;  the  division  of  the 
kingdom  into  departments,  in  the  manner  of  France,  which 
promises  to  be  of  great  advantage;  and,  finally,  a  refor- 
mation, amounting  to  emancipation  of  the  press,  and  the 
subjecting  it  to  a  regular  and  rational  law.  As  a  proof  how 
little  the  late  system  was  suited  to  the  state  of  the  people, 
I  have  seen  an  account,  that  instead  of  the  miserable  Gazette, 
the  only  one  permitted  for  all  Spain,  there  are  now  nearly 
twenty  in  Madrid  alone.  The  police  is  ordered  to  be  re- 
organised, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  system  any  thing  but 
Spanish  will  be  abolished,  excepting  as  far  as  prudence 
makes  it  necessary  in  the  present  state  of  political  party 
until  the  disturbances  cease.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done 
respecting  the  finances,  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  subjects 
to  arrange.  Most  patriotic  ofiers  are  admitted  to  have  been 
made  by  the  great  jobbers  before  mentioned,  who  offer 
their  fortunes  as  gifb,  in  the  manner  known  on  the  north 
borders,  where  <^ers  of  giving  have  been  understood  to 
mean  five  per  cent  interest,  on  the  sums  thus  liberally  be- 
stowed. The  money  thus  generously  tendered  to  relieve 
the  necessities  of  the  Spanish  finances,  should  have  been 
in  the  treasury,  from  which  it  has  been  wrested  by  the  ope- 
rations before  mentioned.  The  motto  of  the  new  govern- 
ment should  be  *^  Timeo  Catalanos  et  dona  ferentes.^' 
They  must  at  whatever  cost  get  rid  of  Riera  and  all  his 
establishment,  and  put  the  general  commerce  on  a  better 
footing,  if  the  intention  be  really  to  regenerate  Spain.  The 
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tobaoeo  syslam  is  ordered  to  be  examined,  and  no  doabt 
many  saktary  measures  wiU  shortly  follow. 

It  will  be  observed  by  those  who  have  attended  to  Spa- 
nish affairs  the  immense  power  exercised  by  the  Captains 
general  for  the  last  few  months.  It  conld  not  be  other- 
wise, and  it  must  continue  to  be  so.  The  principle  is  highly 
objectionable,  no  doubt,  but  it  is  a  part  of  the  inheritances 
of  former  misrule,  which  by  acting  against  the  feeUngs  of 
the  wiser  and  more  enlightened  part  of  the  people  has 
subverted  the  ordinary  law,  and  converted  the  management 
.  of  government  into  a  mere  brutumjMlmen. 

A  strange  event  has  taken  plaoe  in  the  late  transactions. 
In  the  former  part  of  these  sketches  the  priestly  power 
which  directed  the  government  is  pointed  out.  This 
power  prescribed  the  dreadful  and  most  Olegal  processes, 
under  which  Torrijos  was  shot  and  the  other  executions 
took  place.  The  monkish  power  which  presided  in  these, 
ordonnances  was  proved,  if  any  doubt  existed  on  the  subject, 
by  the  particular  instructions  given,  that  in  every  instance 
of  execution  the  means  of  confession  were  to  be  provided. 
Like  the  bull  of  Phalaris,  the  lot  has  foUen  on  the  inven-^ 
tors  of  this  system,  which  is  quite  contrary  to  the  law  of 
Spain.  For  the  first  time  the  priests  and  monks  who  have 
caused  so  many  executions,  have  felt  the  dreadful  power 
of  the  law  themselves.  At  the  head  of  many  others  who 
have  paid  the  penalty  of  their  own  law,  is  a  canon  or  pre- 
bendary of  Burgos,  who  was  taken  in  arms.  The  provinces 
of  Spain  during  these  transactions  have  borne  out  the  es* 
timate  given  of  them.  In  Andalusia  no  move  whatever 
hash  een  made,  nor  on  any  of  the  parts  where  commerce 
and  industry  are  most  general.  The  Catahms  have  nobly 
redeemed  the  disgrace  of  the  war  of  the  o^oomu&m,  or 
the  monkish  insurrection  of  1888.  In  Uie  interior  they 
could  tffoct  nothing.    The  priests  had  completely  defeated 
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ibeir  own  pDq>09e  in  oM  Castile.  The  spectres  which  the 
cities  and  towns  represent,  could  furnish  no  Ibrce  capable 
of  doing  any  thing,  and  the  command  devolving  on  Ge- 
neral Quesada,  the  former  Captain  general  of  Andahisia, 
no  chance  was  left  to  them.  As  these  personages  are 
historical,  the  Captain  general  of  Catalonia,  who  has  played 
so  distinguished  a  part,  was  the  Viceroy  of  Navarre,  men- 
tioned in  the  account  of  Pamplona. 

An  idea  has  gone  forth  that  Don  Carlos  was  more  po- 
pular than  the  late  King  during  his  life  time.  Having  had 
certainly  better  opportunities  of  knowing  than  the  writer 
of  that  Opinion,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saybg  that  I  am 
convinced  he  was  mistaken.  I  believe  that  he  had  taken 
one  Infante  for  the  other.  Don  Carlos  seldom  walked 
or  miied  with  the  public.  However,  admitting  it  to  be  so, 
die  Carlist  party  were  assembled  and  concentrated  at 
Madirid,  and  it  would  prove  nothing  as  to  his  popularity 
thnmgh  the  country.  I  can  safely  say,  that  to  the  better 
part  of  society  throughout  Spain  he  was  an  object  of  any 
thing  but  popular  feeling;  not  personally,  because  I  believe 
he  was  a  respectable  man,  but  from  the  system  of  govern- 
ment with  which  he  was  connected.  At  present  he  is  a 
mere  man  of  straw.  It  is  the  prindpie  he  represents, 
that  by  which  the  late  government  was  conducted,  which 
gives  him  his  value.  As  to  the  mere  popular  respect  shown, 
tUs  notice  of  it  was  only  founded  on  the  hasty  and  super^ 
fidal  view  inseparable  from  travellmg  quickly  through  a 
country,  which  causes  many  more  serious  errors.  In  a  nation 
of  gentlemen,  as  the  i^aniards  are,  where  the  respect  due 
to  evefe^  one  is  paid  with  an  attention  unknown  in  any 
other,  it  would  be  rather  extraordinary  if  the  first  prince 
of  the  Uood  did  not  receive  his  due  proportion.  The  late 
Kmg  was,  if  any  one  of  the  fomily  could  be  said  to  be, 
more  respected  personally,  than  any  of  them.    His  reign 
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was  certainly  a  calamitous  one,  and  many  acts  authorised 
by  him,  will  reflect  very  little  honour  on  his  memory  here- 
after ;  but  I  never  heard  but  one  opinion,  that  as  an  indivi- 
dual he  was  naturally  a  good  man.  He  was  certainly  very 
amiable  in  his  converse  with  those  who  had  to  do  with  him. 
His  conversation  was  not  always  in  the  best  style,  as  his 
forte  was  understood  to  be  slang j  of  the  style  of  bull  fight- 
ers and  others,  but  in  that  taste,  he  is  not  singular  in  his 
rank,  and  his  hits  sometimes  were  acknowledged  to  be 
excellent  His  greatest  fault  was  versatility  and  unsteadi- 
ness to  his  principles  or  plans,  a  fatal  error  in  an  absolute 
monarch,  in  the  critical  circumstances  he  was  so  oilen 
placed.  He  was  generally  understood  to  be  any  thing  but 
bigotted  in  religion.  How  it  happened  that  he  died  a 
heretic,  I  am  ignorant,  but  there  is  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  charge  of  it,  has  proceeded  from  the  intri- 
cate connexion  of  spirituals  and  temporalities  on  the  part  of 
the  priests,  whom  his  last  acts  rather  iiyured  in  perspective. 

On  the  death  of  Ferdinand,  the  arrangements  he  had 
made  to  secure  the  inheritance  to  his  daughter  were]sound 
and  excellent.  One  curious  circumstance  there  took 
place  so  like  many  others  which  occur  in  this  country.  It 
was  found  that  a  leading  member  of  the  regency,  was  a 
nobleman  certainly  the  best  qualified  in  every  way  for  this 
difficult  task,  who  was  almost  under  proscription  by  the 
government  of  Calomarde,  by  whom  he  was  nominated. 

The  important  act  of  succession,  was  altered  in  1 830,  im- 
mediately on  the  declaration  of  the  pregnancy  of  the  Queen, 
the  fourth  wife  of  the  last  King  of  Spain.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  go  into  detail  on  this  subject ;  but  as  considerable  misiqp- 
prehensions  are  abroad  respecting  it,  a  f^w  observations 
are  necessary  to  place  it  in  a  clear  light  The  Salic  law, 
or  custom,  as  is  well  known,  is  French,  and  not  Spanish, 
havmg  been  imported  there  by  the  Bourbons,  after  the  war 
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of  suceesMD,  which  established  the  family  cofflpact.    The 
attachment  of  the  French  to  this  law  is  like  many  other 
eircnmstaBces  in  history,  proving  the  disposition  of  nations 
as  well  as  individuals,  to  cling  to  names  rather  than  things. 
If  any  lecturer  on  history  had  to  demonstrate  the  utter 
foHy  of  such  a  law  amongst  civilized  nations,  he  must,  to 
give  effect  to  his  discourse,  select  France  as  the  most 
striking  example,  and  he  could  very  soon  prove,  both  the 
inntility  and  the  prejudice  from  it,  by  the  tendency  of  wo- 
men to  govern  indirectly  and  even  prejudicially,  where  they 
are  excluded  from  a  due  share  of  power.    In  Spain  or  in 
England  no  such  prejudice  exists.    We  will  not  deny  the 
right  of  the  Bourbons  to  carry  their  law  with  them,  but  we 
strongly  must,  the  considering  such  importation  of  foreign 
law  as  binding  for  ever  on  the  Spanish  nation,  to  whom  it 
does  not  belong.    It  is  quite  clear  that  the  same  power 
whi(^  brought  it  in,  was  capable  of  revoking  it,  and  steps 
were  already  taken  before  the  revolution  for  the  purpose  by 
Charles  the  Fourth,  when  circumstances  and  the  health  of 
the  late  King  made  it  no  longer  necessary.    If  any  doubt 
on  the  subject  remains,  we  can  solve  it  in  England.    The 
House  of  Hanover  did  not  bring  theii*  law  or  custom  with 
Aem,  but  adopted  that  of  their  new  country,  as  the  Bour- 
bons, strictly  speaking,  ought  to  have  done.     Had  it  hap- 
pened otherwise,  had  an  alteration  been  made  in  the 
Ejiglish  law  to  suit  the  prejudices  of  the  new  dynasty, 
woold  any  one  contend  that  such  innovation  was  to  bind  us 
for  ever?  The  very  principle  on  which  it  was  introduced, 
that  of  making  the  will  of  the  chief  of  the  government,  the 
law  of  the  monarchy,  equally  applies  to  the  removal  of  it; 
and  the  sanction  of  the  Cortes  makes  il  doubly,  as  it  now 
is,  the  real  law  of  Spain. 

This  Salic  law,  then,  can  only  be  considered  as  a  tem- 
porary innovation.  To  the  men  of  Burgos  or  those  of  Toledo, 
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whose  traditions  are  carried  badt  to  past  ages  and  the  early 
history  of  the  monarchy,  the  three  or  four  generations 
which  have  elapsed  since  its  introduction  are  as  nought, 
and  it  may  be  compared  to  the  hojarascas  and  frippery 
of  modem  gilding  and  decoration  in  the  cathedrals,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  stately  edifices  themselves ;  requiring  about 
the  same  degree  of  veneration  as  those  unseemly  in- 
terpolations. During  the  time  I  was  in  Spain,  when  I 
heard  every  sort  of  discussion  and  opinion,  no  one  was 
ever  started  as  to  the  power  of  making  this  alteraUon. 
Most  fortunately,  every  thing  which  has  taken  place  since 
was  foreseen  by  the  serious  and  reflecting  part  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  Spain,  whose  situation  secured  them  access  to 
the  King,  although  they  were  barely  tolerated  by  his  go- 
vernment It  was  most  wisely  and  happily  determined  to 
convene  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  give  this 
royal  decree  the  force  of  law.  This  was  done  last  June^ 
whilst  all  the  parties  were  in  health,  with  the  utmost  so- 
lemnity, and  in  the  style  of  ancient  times,  the  customs  of 
1300  being  carefully  resumed."*  This  act,  the  most[solenm 
which  has  taken  place  for  a  long  period,  was  scarcdy 
concluded,  when  the  King  was  taken  ill,  and  received  the 
extreme  unction,  being  in  fact  believed  and  reported  to  be 
dead.  Then  ensued  a  scene,  such  as  the  Greek  tra^ians 
would  have  selected  for  the  stage,  or  as  Shakspeare  would 
have  gone  to  Bohemia,  or  some  barbarous  and  almost  un- 
known country,  to  dig  out,  to  convert  into  a  drama.  The 
minister  who,  if  he  did  not  actuaUy  counsel  these  things, 
which  it  is  most  probable  he  did,  at  least  swore  to  stand 
by  them,  and  was  responsible  to  Grod  and  his  country  for 
every  thing  which  might  result  from  a  course  of  treadiery 
and  falsehood,  unparalleled  in  modem  history.  This  maii» 

*  A  curious  dispute  of  precedency  between  the  deputies  of  Bnrgoa 
ami  Tole<lo,  which  dates,  I  beliere,  from  that  time. 
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ti^g  advaalage  of  the  incapacity,  and  in  htt  deathy  as  it 
was  mcBlaUy,  of  the  King,  procured  his  signature  to  an  act, 
revoking  the  deed  by  which  the  succession  was  secured  to 
his  daughter.  This  proceeding  speaks  for  itself.  It  could 
not  1>e  supposed  in  human  nature,  that  Ferdinand  would 
commit  such  an  act  with  the  possession  of  his  mental  fa- 
culties, depriving  his  own  children  of  their  succession,  and 
entailing  civil  war  on  the  country.  In  the  next  place,  his 
doing  so  was  illegal.  He  could  not  revoke  a  law  by  his 
own  deed,  which  had  been  just  solemnly  passed  by  the 
Cortes,  had  he  even  wished  to  do  it;  and  if  this  miserable 
conspiracy  had  succeeded,  the  Captains  general  and  all 
other  authorities  were  justified  in  considering  Den  Carlos 
as  aa  usurper  and  a  rebel.  Providence,  however,  directed 
it  otherwise;  one  of  those  circumstances,  which  change  the 
(ate  of  nations,  occurred  on  this  occasion.  The  King  re-^ 
covered,  and  was  of  coarse  soon  informed  of  the  act  he 
had  committed.  The  result  was  dear.  The  traitor 
avoided  the  fate  he  so  well  deserved,  by  escaping  from  the 
country,  of  whose  history  his  domination  will  for  ever 
remain  the  opprobrium.  The  immediate  change  which 
took  place  was  a  prodigious  relief  to  Spain.  The  worst  and 
most  offensive  parts  of  the  system  were  changed.  The 
Captains  general  were  in  general  removed,  and  men  of 
the  first  talents  of  the  moderate  party  appointed  in  their 
places,  and  an  immediate  reform  of  most  of  the  more 
flagrant  abuses  commenced. 

The  important  question  respecting  the  balance  of  Europe, 
which  is  materially  affected  by  the  present  situation  of 
Spain,  requires  a  few  additional  observations^  After  the 
revolution  of  July,  the  Paris  journals  of  the  mouvement  and 
revolutionary  propaganda  held  these  words :  *'  Avec  80,000 
troupes  FEspagne  est  2t  nous.''  They  were  perfectly  righL 
A  less  force  by  one  third  would  have  sent  Calomarde  and 
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all  bis  party,  derical  and  laical,  to  Cadiz.  la  £ftct  tb^y  wouU 
have  met  with  no  opposation,  exeeptingfirom  the  peaMBtsof 
Navarre ;  the  first  battle  would  h^ye  ended  the  strug^^, 
especially  if  the  minister  of  war  had  eommanded  the  army. 
So  utterly  ignorant  were  the  people  employed  at  Madrid, 
that  the  opinion  of  a  person  in  office  was  circulated  and  ri- 
diculed through  Spain,  who  held  that  a  Spanish  amy 
might  replace  Charles  the  Tenth  on  the  throne  I  So  entirdy 
disgusted  were  the  people  in  general  with  the  govern- 
ment, that  although  possessing  patriotism  equal  or  superior 
to  that  of  most  countries,  I  am  quite  sure  that  they  wovld 
have  looked  on  ^^  siccis  oculis,''  and  let  die  monks  ddiver  the 
country  as  they  could,  from  the  disgrace  they  had  bronght 
upon  it. 

Leaving  all  sentiment  and  attachment  to  the  eouirtry  out 
of  the  question,  and  putting  it  merely  as  a  question  of  bm- 
nes$  and  of  political  interest  to  Great  Britain  and  other 
powers  who  are  desirous  of  maintaining  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  it  is  evident,,  that  as  far  as  this  coun- 
try is  concerned  there  is  only  one  way  of  elfecting  it;  AaA 
is,  of  ieaving  the  Spaniards  to  establish  the  government  they 
chuse,  themselves.  As  to  going  back  to  the  <dd  order  of  things, 
it  is  impossible.  It  is  like  reenacting  the  penal  laws  ia 
Ireland ;  or  conjuring  up  the  ghosts  of  the  Stuarts  to  fph 
vem  England.  The  thing  is  now  out  of  the  question.  Zea 
has  fisdled,  by  attempting  to  hold  a  balance,  which  must  bow 
lean  to  the  opposite  side.  If  Dim  Carlos  succeeded,  h« 
cotdd  only  govern  by  the  garrote  and  mUitary  law,  as  Ca- 
lomarde  did ;  and  on  the  first  movement  in  France,  a  small 
army  would,  suffice  to  shake  his  throne  to  pieces.  There  is 
BO  more  abstract  attachment  to  dynasty  or  to  sovereign  in 
Spain  than  elsewhere.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  of  love  of 
order  and  tranquillity,  and  the  enlightened  part  of  the  peo- 
ple expect,  and  in  all  probability  will  have,  free  institiitions, 
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asinlhetimoiof  tketranceitors.  The  present  goverameit 
ime  ofily  to  complete  the  armameiit  of  the  natiosal  goardi^ 
and  they  will  be  safe  firom  every  thing  internally.  I  have 
not  the  smallest  doubt,  that,  with  prudence  and  firmness, 
even  the  church  will  come  over  to  the  feeling  so  universal 
ffl  society}  that  a  reform  in  the  government  must  take  place. 

The  greatest  danger  to  the  present  order  of  things,  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  apprehended  from  the  desperate  eflFcx^s 
of  some  parties  very  near  the  throne,  who,  if  general  opinion 
be  correct,  are  capable  of  forwarding  or  abetting  any  scheme 
which  would  i^ltcnr  the  succession.  There  is  a  recent  in- 
stance of  this  spirit,  in  a  woman  cursing  her  own  oflbpring 
or  something  very  like  it,  because  his  views  on  these 
saljects  differed  from  her  own,  and  in  the  name  of  reU^ 
gion!  In  this  instance,  as  in  others,  in  countries  besides 
Spain,  reh^on  would  seem  to  be  merely  the  cloke  for 
inAitton  and  vindictive  feelings,  and  tends  to  harden  the 
Blind,  under  the  influence  of  these  impressions,  rather 
than  sof^  it,  as  its  true  effect  ought  to  be.  It  acts  as 
the  vinous  fermentation,  which,  if  not  stopped  in  time, 
converts  the  liquid  to  vinegar.  This  appears  to  be  the  foun- 
dation of  the  system  of  inquisitors  and  others,  who  have 
made  a  religion  of  peace  and  good  will,  an  instrument  of 
rengeance  and  persecution. 

The  question  of  P(H*tngal  is  so  entirely  mixed  up  with 
tkat  of  Spain,  and  by  the  curious  coincidences  so  exactly 
ptralld  to  each  other,  the  prospects  of  both  countries  as  to 
good  or  bad  government  depending  on  the  success  or  non 
success  of  two  selfish  usurpers,  that  it  must  be  introduced, 
in  ord^  to  have  a  general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  Pe- 
fiiosula.  An  elaborate  article  has  lately  been  put  forth 
in  a  leading  periodical  journal,  which  appears  to  be  a  para- 
phrase of  an  official  manifesto  of  Don  Miguel,  published 
just  as  Don  Pedro  was  expected  to  land  in  Portugal.   I  was 
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in  Spain  at  that  time,  and  was  present  'when  it  was  dis- 
cussed in  a  circle  of  Spaniards  very  well  qualified  to  judge 
of  it.  It  was  inunediately  and  unanimously  pronounced  to  be 
the  work  of  some  escribano  or  avogado^  accustomed  to 
pgint$  and  to  lead  away  the  attention  of  his  auditory  firom 
the  real  ad  homhtem  bearing  of  the  question ;  and  the 
opinion  was,  that  Don  Pedro  would  finally  succeed,  not 
because  he  carried  a  constitution,  but  because  he  had  the 
better  title  of  the  two,  and  that  with  him  was  the  real  hdr 
of  the  monarchy. 

The  article  alluded  to  is,  in  fact,  a  mere  gingle  of  words 
without  meaning.  The  question  is  argued  as  if  it  concerned 
the  two  brothers  only.  If  any  one  will  take  the  trouble 
of  looking  into  the  Revolutions  de  Portugal,  of  Yertbt,  they 
will  see  an  abstract  of  the  law  of  succession  in  that  country, 
as  it  was  fixed  at  the  commencement  of  last  century. 
Brazil  was  not  a  foreign  country  when  the  transactions 
which  have  led  to  these  discussions  conmienced,  but  was 
as  much  a  part  of  the  monarchy  as  Lisbon  or  Oporto.  Don 
Pedro  had  undoubtedly  a  right,  at  any  time,  either  to 
abdicate  the  throne  himself,  or,  by  accepting  that  of  a  foreign 
country,  to  vacate  it,  as  imperatively  required  by  the  law; 
but  either  of  these  acts  are  personal,  and  do  not  or  cannot 
be  construed  to  invalidate  the  title  of  his  daughter,  or  heir, 
to  whom,  in  such  cases,  the  crown  is  secured ;  and  of  which 
there  exist  no  legal  means  of  depriving  her,  even  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  admitted  that  Brazil  is  now  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent country. 

Supposing  that  in  the  war  with  Napoleon,  the  royal 
family  of  England  had  been  obUged  to  emigrate  to  Canada 
or  Jamaica,  and  had  chosen  to  remain  there  for  some  time 
after  the  necessity  for  doing  so  had  ceased ;  and  that  the 
late  King,  for  instance,  had  preferred  residing  there,  to 
returning  ta  Europe,  and  that  in  course  of  time,  the  colony 
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had  declared  itself  independent ;  would  these  circnmstancea 
have  destroyed  the  claim  of  his  daughter,  if  she  was  living, 
to  the  succession  of  her  ancestors  in  England  P  Even 
supposing,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  one  of  the  royal  Dukes 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  time,  and  obtained  possession 
of  the  government,  causing  or  procuring  himself  to  be 
called  King?  This  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  similar  to  the 
case  in  question. 

The  possession  of  the  government  for  five  years,  every 
office  being  filled  with  his  adherents;  the  support  of 
the  dergy  who  are  more  powerful  in  Portugal  than  in 
Spain,  because  the  peasantry  are  further  behind  in  civiU- 
zation;  the  holding  all  the  resources  of  the  country, 
with  a  well  formed  and  disciplined  army ;  and  the  known 
and  avowed  support  of  a  powerful  party  in  En^^and,  to 
which  country  all  parties  look  as  their  natural  ally  and 
protectress,  are  quite  sufficirat  to  account  for  the  stand 
DonMigu'el  has  made,  and  are  circumstances  quite  indepen- 
dent of,  and  no  way  connected  with,  his  right  to  the  crown. 
An  imprudent  act  of  the  French  government,  beyond  all 
doubt,  strengthened  his  cause,  quite  unintentionally.  The 
attack  on  Lisbon,  by  which  the  forces  of  a  powerful  country 
were  employed  to  avenge,  the  punishment  of  an  outrage, 
which  would  have  subjected  a  Portuguese  in  France  to 
severe  and  exemplary  punishment.  Apparently  this  expe- 
diti(m  was  like  that  of  Ancona,  being  concerted  in  the  hope 
the  populace  would  rise  and  revolutionize  the  govern- 
ment In  both  instances  they  were  failures  and  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  those  whom  they  were  intended  to  weaken. 
In  that  of  Lisbon  it  was  ^'  reasons  on  compulsion.^'  No 
people  could  be  expected  to  brook  the  insulting  their  altars, 
although  force  majeure  might  be  employed  to  compel 
siibmission. 
.  Both  these  countries,  so  interesting  in  themselves,  are 
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infinitely  jnore  so  to  Great  Britain.  In  tbem  our  brightest 
fatnreb  by  sea  and  land  hafve  been  obtained,  and  with  the 
Peninsula  are  associated  the  most  pure  and  bri^t,  ite  wdl 
as  Most  durable  and  imperishable,  glories  of  the  British 
name.  To  the  inhabitioils  of  them  we  are  mainly  indebted 
for  the  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war.  We  are 
bound,  morally  and  politically,  not  to  perpetuate  their 
slavery  and  degradation ;  but  to  assist  them  in  shaking  off 
the  incubus  which  has  weighed  them  down,  and  enable 
them  to  rise  and  assume  the  rank  and  station  they  are 
entitled  to  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth.  We  have 
seen  that  in  the  late  state  of  Spain,  she  had  not  a  shadow  of 
independence.  This  great  national  object  can  only  be  ob- 
tained, not  by  interference,  but  by  preventing  the  undue 
interference  of  others,  and  leaving  the  people  to  reform 
their  institutions  themselves.  How  should  we  like  to  have 
a  government  causing  the  monarch  from  his  throne  to  an- 
nounce, that  the  rabble  of  St  Giles's  was  armed  and  only 
waited  die  signal  to  fall  on  and  massacre  all  who  were  op* 
posed  to  their  system  of  rule?  Yet  our  ideas  do  not  differ 
in  the  slightest  degree  irom  those  of  the  leading  Spaniards ; 
and  neither  rank,  nor  class,  nor  individuals  in  England 
or  elsewhere,  are  superior  to  the  men  who  lead  so- 
ciety in  Spain,  and  have  now  rallied  to  the  throne  of  the 
infant  Queen,  in  the  confident  expectation  of  seeing  the 
regeneration  of  their  country.  It  may  be  hoped,  that  very 
shortly  they  will  announce  from  Madrid,  in  the  phrase  of 
Calomarde :  *^  Toda  la  Peninsula  goza  de  incomparable 
tranquilidad,"  with  the  addition,  can  libertad. 

END  OF  VOL.  I. 

ERRATUM.'-Pnge  195,  line  22,  for  professes  read  possesses. 
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CHAPTER     XV- 


Robbers, 


The  high  way  robbers  in  Spain  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes.  Firsts  rateros  or  ratenlloSf  a  specific  term 
derired  from  a  substantive  signifying  mean  and  petty 
thieving.  They  haunt  many  districts,  especially  in  upper 
Andalusia^  where  they  sculk  about  the  outskirts  of  towns 
and  villages^  attacking  the  unwary  traveller  in  the  dusk^ ' 
generally  with  a  great  numerical  superiority.  They  are 
not  unfrequently  gypsies  and  other  vagrants  of  the  same 
description^and  their  ignoble  habits  make  it  unnecessary 
to  describe  them  more  fully. 

The  second  class  is  composed  of  bands  occasionally 
mounted,  but  more  frequently  on  foot,  to  whom  the  appel- 
lation of  saUeadores  may  be  given.  They  either  remain 
constantly  out,  or  sally  forth  from  their  villages,  on  oc- 
casional, preconcerted  enterprises,  returning  afterward* 
to  their  usual  occupations. 
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The  third ,  are  the  royal  or  noble  race ,  who  are  regu- 
larly equipped  and  keep  the  field  constantly,  on  horse- 
back under  acknowledged  chiefs  in  open  defiance  of  the 
authorities.  They  are  now  only  found  in  lower  Anda- 
lusia. 

The  second  class  is  the  most  numerous.  They  are  seen 
in  theCastiles^Valencia,  Murcia,  Andalusia,  and  occasio- 
nally in  Catalonia  and  Estremadnra,  but  rarely  in  Galicia, 
Asturias ,  the  northern  or  free  Provinces ,  Navarre  or 
Aragon. 

A  regular  organisation  of  salteadores  exists  in  the 
wretched  Villages  of  the  Somosierra  andGuadarrama,  who 
infest  the  great  roads  of  Bayonne  and  Yalladolid,  and 
occasionally  even  those  which  connect  the  sitios  reales. 
They  were  seldom  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  the  dili- 
gences ,  but  the  couriers  from  France  were  never  secure 
from  them  during  the  time  I  was  in  Spain. 

They  have  correspondents  in  the  villages  from  whom 
they  obtain  intelligence.  Their  beats  extend  lo  within  a 
few  miles  of  Madrid,  and  the  favourite  sc«i#  of  tbetr  ex- 
ploits is  the  plain  at  the  »o»th  foot  of  the  range*  They  are 
scarcely  ever  captured  and  no  serious  measures  appear  to 
have  been  taken  to  abate  such  an  abominable  nvisance^ 
-which  a  few  cavalry  would  easily  efifeet.  The  Russian 
ambassador  was  robbed  and  ill  treated  a  few  moalihs 
since  wihlst  travelling  post,  and  just  as  I  left  the 
country,  a  lady  from  America  who  had  the  imprudence 
to  display  a  quantity  of  diamonds  at  Burgos,  was  stopped 
on  the  way  to  Madrid  by  eight  men,  who  demanded  the 
casket,  of  which  they  knew  all  the  particulars.  She  vras 
in  the  diligence  and  I  believe  the  other  passengers  were 
not  molested.  In  other  parts  of  old  Castile  they  are  now 
rare,  but  a  few  presidiarios  occasionally  make  their  es- 
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cape,and  exchange  the  monotonous  employment  of  work- 
ing on  the  canal  for  more  congenial  occupation.  As 
they  haye  no  connections  in  the  villages,  they  are,  how- 
eyer,  in  general  soon  recaptured. 

In  the  mountains  of  Valencia,  a  few  months  since  a 
sabeador,  named  from  his  diminutive  size  and  activity 
'«  El  Gato"  the  cat,  had  carried  on  his  operations  most 
successfully  for  a  considerable  period. 

He  had  been  a  constitutional  leader  and  bei  ng  outlawed 
adopted  this  mode  of  life.  He  was  courageous,  generous 
and  charitable  to  the  poor,  seldom  injuring  any  one  ex- 
cepting the  Miqueletes  ( armed  police)  to  whom  he  bore 
implacable  hatred.  His  unerring  aim  and  knowledge  of 
the  country  enabled  him  to  kill  great  numbers  of  them. 
He  was  at  last  surprised  whilst  engaged  in  a  love  affair, 
being  betrayed  in  all  probability  by  a  rival.  He  refused 
to  surrender,  and,  I  believe  died  by  his  own  hands.  The 
dreadful  murder  related  by  the  young  American  took 
place  amongst  a  savage  race  on  the  lower  Ebro ;  very 
few  persons  were  concerned  in  it.  The  regular  bands 
occasionally  take  the  redressing  of  grievances  into  their 
hands.  Some  years  since,  I  believe  in  La  Mancha,  a 
party  existed ,  the  leader  of  which  has  been  known  to  en- 
ter the  villages  in  the  day  time  and  summoning  the  au- 
thorities, order  the  magazines  to  be  opened  and  provi- 
sions to  be  distributed  to  the  poor.  It  frequently 
happens,  that  after  floating  on  the  verge  of  society  for  a 
period,  these  characters  either  by  positive  induho  or 
pardon,  or  by  connivance  of  the  tribunals,  from  whom 
they  purchase  impunity  by  sacrificing  a  part  of  their 
gains,  are  again  absorbed  into  the  circ  ation,  and  become 
peaceable  and  orderly  citizens.  In  two  different  towns 
of  old  Castile,  I  was  lodged  in  tlie  principal  posadasy  of 
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which  the  masters  were  retired  robbers.  They  were 
both  superior  men  in  style  and  manners;  one  accompa- 
nied me  about  tlie  town  as  guide,  his  house  \¥as  orderly 
and  well  conducted.  In  that  of  the  other  the  company 
had  a  more  suspicious  and  equivocal  appearance,  and  an 
individual  was  pointed  out  to  me  in  the  groupe  assem- 
bled at  the  Breside,  who  had  very  recently  been  condem- 
ned to  death. 

In  1830,  it  was  officially  announced  in  the  g^azette,  that 
the  scattered  bands  from  various  parts  of  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena,.  after  being  some  time  in  repose,  had  assembled 
their  remnants,  consisting  of  a  considerable  number,  and 
had  made  an  attack  in  the  Despeua  Perros  ( a  celebrated 
defile  on  the  road  to  Andalusia)  upon  a  chain  of  presidia- 
rios  who  were  on  their  way  to  some  southern  depot.  The 
escort  who  were  conducting  them,  however,  had  bet- 
ter fortune  than  their  predecessors  in  their  rencontre 
with  Don  Quixote  in  the  same  district,  and  they  were 
repulsed.  This  expedition  which  required  extensive 
cooperation  and  intelligence  amongst  people  spread  over 
a  large  tract  of  country,  and  was  undertaken  for  the  sole 
and  disinterested  object  of  releasing  some  companions 
from  durance,  could  only  have  been  witnessed  in  Spain. 

Although  the  object  cannot  be  defended ;  the  motives 
of  people  thus  true  and  faithful  in  a  bad  cause,  reflect 
credit  on  them,  and  are  very  different  from  those  which 
influence  similar  associations  in  other  countries. 

The  wide  range  of  Andalusia,  however,  is  the  classic 
ground  of  the  robber  tribe>  where  every  rank  and  gradation 
may  be  s^en,  and  the  life  of  this  peculiar  modification  of 
society  studied  in  mass  or  in  detail.  The  whole  range  of 
the  kingdoms  incorporated  in  this  province,  exhibit  its 
semi  arab  race,  in  the  constant  exercise  of  habits  derived 
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from  ihcir  ancestors.  The  boundaries  are  so  marked, 
that  the  instant  you  cross  the  Guadalquivir  and  enter 
the  Sierra  Morena,  they  are  seldom  seen.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  greatef  part  of  that  ranf][e  are  so  far  from 
leaguing  with  or  tolerating  them,  as  is  practised  in  the 
places  a  few  miles  distant^  that  a  battue  is  commenced  as 
soon  as  they  are  heard  of,  and  nothing  more  than  a  foray 
or  inroad  is  practicable.  An  instance  took  place  whilst 
I  was  in  the  Sierra;  a  small  roving  party  on  horseback 
appeared  suddenly  near  Guadalcanal^  where  the  people 
who  gave  me  the  information  had  spoken  to  them  the  pre- 
ceding morning.  They  remained  only  a  few  hours  in  a 
post  where  they  were  unmolested  owing  to  the  inactivity 
of  the  alcalde,  and  the  absence  of  the  commandant  of  rea- 
ibtas,  the  only  disposeable  force  in  the  place;  but  they 
soon  effected  their  retreat  across  the  Guadalquivir. 

The  robbers  of  Andalusia  differ  from  the  others  by 
their  manners  and  gallantry,  especially  to  the  women, 
which  are  general^  although  exceptions  may  be  found. 

A  lady  whom  I  know,  was  saved  from  robbery,  by 
her  presence  of  mind  and  touching  the  point  of  honour 
of  this  singular  race.  She  was  travelling  and  had  halt- 
ed to  breakfast  in  a  defile  where  a  band  was  stationed, 
who  soon  made  their  appearance.  With  admirable 
cooUiess  she  invited  them  to  join  her,  in  the  frank 
Bianner  usual  in  the  country,  which  they  accepted,  and 
then  left  her  unmolested.  This  could  only  have  hap- 
pened in  Andalusia.  Instances  occurred  whilst  I  was  in 
Spain  of  their  returning  the  chattels  of  ladies  when  they 
took  every  thing  besides;  but  this  romantic  generosity 
is  not  always  displayed. 

When  I  entered  Spain,  the  roads  of  Andalusia  were 
tolerably  secure,  owing  to  the  following  circumstance  : 
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An  oflicery  named  Castro,  met  with  a  party  who  robbed 
him  and  committed  the  last  outrages  on  his  wife,  in  his 
presence.  He  had  no  alternatiye  than  to  submit;  but 
like  an  ancient  Spaniard,  he  vowed  a  deep  and  noble 
revenge.  After  maturing  his  plan,  he  went  to  the  king 
and  offered  to  exterminate  the  race  of  robbers,  if  his 
conditions  were  complied  with  :  These  were  the  abso- 
lute and  independant  command  of  a  party  of  cavalry  to 
be  selected  and  managed  entirely  by  himself;  a  roving 
commission,  with  jurisdiction  unconnected  with  alcaldes 
and  other  authorities;  and  the  power  of  executing  those 
he  should  apprehend,  summarily  and  without  recurring 
to  the  tribunals,  which  would  render  all  his  efforts  una- 
vailing. These  terms  v^ere  granted;  he  soon  sallied 
forth,  like  a  new  Hercules,  and  in  a  short  time  the  roads 
became  as  secure  as,  in  most  other  parts  of  Spain. 
Amongst  his  feats,  was  the  entire  destruction  of  a  band, 
I  have  heard  amounted  to  forty,  directed  principally  by 
a  v\roman,  who,  if  the  stories  related  be  true,  occasio- 
nally caused  strange  and  dreadful  cruelty  to  be  practised 
on  the  men  who  fell  into  her  hands.  I  never  heard  the 
entire  number  he  had  caused  to  be  executed ;  but  it 
must  have  been  very  great.  It  was  impossible  such  ser- 
vices should  be  performed  without  raising  a  host  of 
enemies  in  the  friends  and  connections  of  the  departed 
and  others  who  were  interested  in  maintaining  the  abuses 
which  led  to  these  rigourous  measures.  Intrigues  were 
set  on  foot,  and  it  was  determined  to  ruin  him.  The 
diilBculty  was  how  to  proceed  against  a  man  who  could 
be  looked  on  only  as  a  public  benefactor,  and  who  was 
to  be  prosecuted  by  the  very  persons  who  had  granted 
his  commission.  At  length  it  was  effected.  The  office 
ivas  undertaken  by  a  prelate,  whose   diocese  was  the 
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chief  scene  of  his  operations,  and  who  ought  rather  to 
have  assisted  him  in  bearing  up  against  these  machina- 
tions. He  was  accused  of  exceeding  his  powers;  of  inter- 
fering with  the  privileges  of  the  church ;  of  sending 
individuals  to  their  long  account,  without  their  being 
properly  shrived,  by  which  the  prayers  of  the  faithful 
eame  too  late  and  were  made  unavailing.  These  charges 
were  the  more  plausible,  as  his  favourite  plans  were  to 
execute  criminals  as  quickly  as  possible  after  conviction, 
and  if  practicable,  on  the  scene  of  their  offences.  As 
these  places  were  generally  in  despoblados^  there  might 
have  been  a  difBcully  in  Gnding  even  a  capuchin  to 
smooth  their  way,  had  he  been  ever  so  zealous  in  the 
cause.  He  was  accordingly  suspended  from  duty,  and 
ordered  to  be  tried.  What  the  result  would  hav^been, 
it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  he  was  saved  by  the  energetic 
remonstrances  of  the  Captain  general,  who  knew  his  va- 
lue. His  powers  were  however  taken  away,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  act  under  the  common  authorities.  The  effect 
of  this  ill  judged  interference  soon  became  evident:  rob- 
bers sprang  up  like  the  men  of  Cadmus^  and  in  a  short 
time  the  country  became  more  infested  with  them  than 
it  had  ever  been  in  the  worst  times.  They  then  offered 
to  reinstate  him,  but  he  refused  to  accept  an  office  fraught 
with  such  peril  to  the  holder  of  it. 

The  first  who  started  was  a  man  whose  name  will  be 
handed  down  in  the  legends  of  Andalusia  as  the  most 
perfect  bandit  who  has  ranged  her  territory  for  a  very 
long  period.  His  surname  I  never  heard  ;  but  his  bap- 
tismal appellation  was  Jose-Maria,  and  by  that  he  is  al- 
ways known.  '  He  is  a  native  ofa  village  near  Antequera, 
a  district  celebrated  for  producing  these  characters.  He 
committed  a  murder  and  was  outlawed.     He  then  com 
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menced  robbiDg,  having^  probably  no  other  means  of 
living.     He  was  soon  joined  by  others,  who  procured 
horses  by  degrees,  until  a  troop  of  twelve  was  mounted, 
^hen  he  gradually  became  master  of  the  Geld.    By  the 
tmion  of  courage,  skill,  tact,  consummate  knowledge  of 
the  country  and  of  conducting  enterprises,  he  defied 
every  effort  to  apprehend  or  destroy  him.     He  had  au- 
xiliaries and  correspondents  in  all  the  towns  and  villages 
ivithin  his  occupation,  and  recruited  at  will,  having,  I 
have  heard  at  least  40  candidates  for  a  vacancy  when  it 
occtured  in  his  troop.     By  a  proclamation  of  the  Captain 
general,   the  authorities  of  four  places  amongst  which 
were  Moron  and  Estepa ,   were  publicly  denounced  as 
abetting  and  assisting  him.     His  system  was  so  com- 
pletel;fAOrganised  that  there  were  gradations  of  punish- 
ment for  those  who  interfered  with  him.     In  one  ins- 
tance ,  the  alcalde  of  some  place  had  taken  measures 
against  him.     He  went  to  the  spot  where  his  bullocks 
were  at  work,  and  ordering  them  te  be  placed  in  a  line, 
his  troop  dispatched  them ;  a  heavy  loss  in  a  country 
where  there  is  no  remedy  for    such  misfortunes.      A 
worse  act  of  the  same  kind  was  performed  near  Ante- 
quera.     The  men  of  Alameda,  which  was  in  the  centre 
of  his  principal  beat,  armed  themselves  and  went  in 
pursuit  of  him.     As  this  system  must  have  proved  fatal 
to  him  if  persevered  in,  he  decreed  dreadful  vengeance; 
sending  notice  that  the  first  men  he  met  with  belonging 
to  the  place^  should  be  shot.     In  a  short  time  he  fell 
in  with  three  men  ,  and  ascertaining  by  their  cartas 
de  seguridad,  that  they  belonged  to  Alameda,  he  order- 
ed them  instantly  to  be  put  to  death.     One  of  them 
was  only  wounded  by  the  first  volley,  and  called  out 
^hat  he  was  not  a  native  of  the  place ;  finding  this  to 
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be  true ,  they  bound  up  his  wounds ,  placed  him  on 
horseback  y  and  conveying  him  to  a  C^o/ti/'o ,  left  him 
with  sufficient  provisions  to  last  until  he  should  procure 
other  relief.  These  instances  were ,  however ,  rare  , 
and  he  seldom  committed  violence ,  unless  on  what , 
he  considered  reasonable  grounds,  or  for  self  defence. 
In  a  short  time,  his  second  in  command,  whose  name 
was  Juan  Caballero  separated  from  him,  and  formed  ano- 
ther troop ,  ranging  the  same  line  of  country  but  with- 
out interfering  with  his  former  commander. 

The  country  was  thus  scoured  by  these  bands,  whose 
range  included  al(  lower  Andalusia  from  the  gates  of 
Cadiz  to  near  Andujar,  and  the  district  between  that 
river  and  the  line  of  Antequera  and  Ronda.  They  com- 
manded the  great  road  of  Andalusia,  the  communications 
of  Malaga  with  Madrid,  of  Granada  with  Seville,  and  all 
those  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda;  in  fact  all  the  principal 
routes  of  the  southern  provinces.  The  greater  part  of 
this  tract  consists  of  despoblados  covered  with  brush 
wood  and  in  some  seasons  affording  pasturage.  Vast 
plains  with  rising  grounds,  enabled  them  to  command 
eit^isive  views  unseen,  to  move  without  difficulty 
in  every  direction,  and  constantly  to  vary  their  route 
and  thus  elude  pursuit.  Their  marches  were  performed 
in  incredibly  short  periods,  and  after  a  few  days  rapid  evo- 
lutions they  retreated  into  unknown  fastnesses  of  the  Ser- 
rania, to  recruit  and  divide  the  spoil.  Besides  the  other 
disadvantages  of  its  being  impossible  to  procure  accurate 
information  of  his  movements  until  it  was  too  late, 
his  troop  was  so  well  mounted  that  the  cavalry  were  har- 
rassed  to  death,  without  the  chance  of  coming  up  with 
him  unless  by  accident. 

One  of  his  plans  was  to  occupy  some  corlijo  or  suitable 
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post  on  the  great  road,  when  galeras  and  other  carriages 
were  expected.  He  took  regular  military  possession  of 
these  places,  detaining  all  thepassengers  to  preyentalarm 
being  given,  until  he  had  concluded  the  operation, 
when  they  were  released. 

I  was  at  Seville,  when  he  took  advantage  of  the  absence 
cf  the  Captain  general  who  was  at  Yejer  with,  all  the  dis- 
poseable  troops,  and  occupied  for  a  whole  day  a  post  on 
the  great  road  of  Madrid,  which  was  actually  in  sight  of 
the  Giralda.  His  prisoners  in  the  afternoon  amounted  to 
near  seventy.  The  diligence  passed  during  the  time, 
but  his  object  was  not  to  rob  that  conveyance,  which  was 
too^hazardous  in  such  a  locality,  and  drawing  every  body 
inside,  he  allowed  it  to  pass  without  being  percieved. 
AmoDgs  t  the  sufferers  were  some  officers  of  a  regiment  in 
garrison,  and  a  youth  who  was  repairirg  to  Seville  with 
all  the  money  his  friends  could  raise,  in  order  to  be  or- 
dained a  priest.  He  begged  that  it  might  be  returned, 
but  Jose  only  gave  him  a  dollar,  observing  that  the  dis- 
tance he  had  to  travel  was  very  short,  and  that  he  would 
find  ample  assistance  from  his  brethren  in  the  city* 

The  robbery  of  the  diligences  was  always  a  separate  en- 
terprise, and  was  generally  executed  either  at  night  or  at 
dawn  of  day.  I  believe  his  gains  from  these  conveyances 
were  inconsiderable,  and  he  found  it  better  to  accept 
'  ^  mail"  which  was  paid  by  the  proprietors.  Galeras  and 
occasionally  convoys  of  arrieros  conveying  merchandize 
were  his  best  prizes  He  captured  a  galera  from  Cadiz 
whilst  I  was  last  in  Andalusia,  which  was  conveying  the 
cigars  intended  for  the  royal  mouth.  They  were  sent 
&om  the  Havannah^  and  the  consumption  was  very  great, 
the  custombeing  only  to  light  and  then  throw  them  dowu^ 
when  they  were  picked  up  by  the  attendants;  on  this 
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occasion  they  were  distributed  amongst  the  peasantry  in 
Andalusia.  A  part  were  recaptured  and  brought  to  Se- 
ville, where  they  were  considered  prize  of  war,  and  cir- 
culated amongst  the  amateurs  in  the  place. 

He  carried  off  the  breeding  stallions  of  a  cavalry  depot 
from  near  Utrera  about  the  same  time,  thus  sparing  no 
sort  of  available  plunder. 

He  once  occupied  a  post  on  the  great  road  of  Madrid 
when  a  great  number  of  detenus  were  assembled.  In 
the  middle  of  the  day,  he  ordered  a  sheep  to  be  killed  and 
dinner  to  be  provided,  to  which  the  whole  party  sat  down 
together;  after  the  repast  one  of  the  scenes  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  people,  took  place.  The  excitement, 
which  in  northern  countries  would  have  ended  in  quar- 
relling or  drunkenness,  with  this  semi  African  race,  took 
a  different  direction.  Some  ladies  who  were  of  the  party 
were  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  when  they  were  saved 
by  the  voluntary  '^devouement"  of  certain  5oZ£era5  (single 
i^omen)who  came  forward  and  offered  themeslvesto  the 
sacrifice,  entreating  that  the  matrons  might  be  spared. 
The  robbers  were  so  pleased  with  their  conduct  that 
they  not  only  returned  their  property,  but  made  tkem 
presents  in  remembrance  of  the  adventure. 

This  class  of  robbers,  are  frequendy  complaisant  and 
even  jocular  and  good  humoured  in  the  exercise  of  their 
calling.  A  man  well  known  at  Seville,  was  stopped  by 
one  of  the  great  bands.  His  baggage  was  dismounted  in 
the  usual  manner  and  the  contents  of  his  portmanteaus 
bid  out  on  the  ground.  He  begged  for  some  favourite 
article  to  be  returned,  which  was  done,  and  he  went  on 
to  some  others.  At  last;  as  he  appears  to  have  had  the 
same  sort  of  attachment  to  his  goods  which  Fielding  des- 
cribes M''  Honour  to  have  felt  on  a  very  different  oc- 
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casion,  the  heap  was  diminishing  so  fast,  that  one  of  ihe 
gang  called  out  tothe  captain,  in  Andaluz,  the  neatness  of 
which  is  lost  in  the  translation.  **  Hold!  if  you  do  not 
stop,  in  place  of  robbing  him,  he  will  rob  us."  Allu- 
ding to  the  avidity  with  which  he  demanded  his  baggage, 
that  he  might  not  be  satisfied  with  what  was  really  his 
own  property. 

In  the  spring  of  1833,  one  of  the  chief  followers  of 
Jose  Maria  came  to  Seville  and  surrendered  himself  wjth 
some  others.  He  was  immediately  taken  into  pay  and 
sent  in  pursuit  of  his  former  leader,  whom  he  engaged  to 
take,  dead  or  alive.  In  a  short  time  he  disagreed  with  his 
companions,  who  assassinated  him  and  dispersed,  part  of 
them  returning  to  their  former  commander,  and  again 
oflfering  their  services.  He  enquired  for  their  leader, 
when  they  confessed  what  had  happened.  He  said  nothing, 
but  desired  then  to  fall  into  their  places  in  the  troop. 
Soon  afterwards  he  called  some  of  his  most  trusty 
followers  and  desired  them  to  take  a  station  behind  the 
strangers,  and  when  he  should  give  the  signal ,  to  dispatch 
them.  This  was  soon  done,  and  the  hand  ofjustice  anti- 
cipated in  the  fate  which  awaited  them,  whenever  they 
might  after  this  complication  of  crimes  have  been  taken. 

The  principal  salteadores  in  Andalusia  were  a  family 
who  resided  in  the  towns  between  Granada  and  the  Gua- 
dalquivir, in  many  of  which  they  had  connections  and  were 
regularly  organised.  This  were  said  to  be  rich  and  sel- 
dom sallied  forth  but  for  some  certain  object.  Their  last 
exploit  was  unusually  bold  and  enterprising.  The 
Captain  general  of  Granada,  was  travelling  in  state 
from  Madrid^  to  take  command  of  his  province.  He 
was  provided  with  an  escort;  but  apprehending  no 
danger,  he  rode  on  with  it.     The  robbers  fell  on  his 
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rear,  and  captured  the  whole  of  his  baggage,  with  his 
chesty  containing  a  large  sum  in  specie,  which  it  is  the 
absurd  custom  of  the  country  to  convey  in  this  manner. 

This  was,  however^  ''  too  bad,  "  and  a  most  severe 
search  being  made,  the  parties  were  taken  and  executed 
at  Granada.  Amongst  them,  was  the  alguazil  mayor  (chief 
constable)  of  a  town,  I  think  Martos,  in  whose  possession 
some  of  the  dresses  of  the  general  were  found.  This  feat 
could  only  have  been  excelled  by  robbing -the  royal  per- 
son, between  the  sitios.  I  was  once  offered  to  be  put 
undercharge  of  a  man  who  would,  by  his  connections 
have  conveyed  me  safely  through  the  midst  of  these 
people,  but  I  had  not  occasion  to  avail  myself  of  it.  I 
should  have  done  so  with  perfect  confidence.  In  the  Al- 
pojarras  and  other  districts  where  salteadores  are  always 
ready,  they  frequently  obtain  intelligence  at  the  police 
oflices,  and  travellers  cannot  be  too  careful  in  these 
parts,  in  enjoining  secrecy  to  their  attendants.  One  of 
the  narrowest  escapes  I  had  from  being  robbed,  took 
place  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  which  was  kept  up  until 
a  late  hour,  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities, 
as  to  whose  duty  it  was  to  sign  my  passport.  The  con- 
sequence waSy  a  party  went  out,  whom  I  missed  by  acci- 
dentally turning  down  a  barranco  to  follow  a  geological 
section. 

The  difficulty  anddelay  amounting  often  to  impossibili- 
ty of  conviction  before  the  ordinary  tribunals,  induced 
the  goverment  to  take  a  step  which  has  been  severely 
and  unjustly  criticised,  that  of  substituting  councUs  of 
war  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  for  the  trial  of  these  of- 
fences. No  one  ought  to  approve  such  a  system,  but 
there  maybe  cases,  in  which  it  is  justifiable,  and  without 
any  predilection  for  martial  law  out  of  its  own  sphere, 
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it  is  surely  a  less  evil  than  impuuity  from  crime.  -  I  ne- 
ver heard  any  charge  against  the  officers  employed  on 
these  commissions,  and  their  hands  have  a  purity  un- 
known  in  any  other  tribunal  in  Spain,  in  the  discharge 
of  that  awful  duty. 

When  I  was  last  at  Seville  the  road  was  so  insecure, 
that  a  lady  of  rank  who  was  going  to  Ecija  was  escorted 
by  nearly  thirty  men,  paid  for  the  purpose  by  her  hus- 
band. 

The  ancient  practice  of  travelling  in  large  bodies  for 
mutual  defence  was  renewed  the  same  spring  at  die  great 
fair  of  Mairena.  This  fair  is  resorted  to  from  all  parts, 
for  the  purchase  of  horses  and  olher  animals.  The  Ya- 
lencians,  whose  country  is  unfavourable  to  thebreeding  of 
stock,  came  in  a  body  of  nearly  one  hundred,  all  armed, 
carrying  the  money  necessary  for  their  purchases.  The 
sihrersmithsof  Cordova,  were  prevented  attending  by  the 
same  cause  of  the  insecurity  of  the  roads. 

The  timidity  and  easy  good  nature  of  die  people  in 
many  instances  operate  as  a  direct  encouragement  to 
the  enterprises  of  men  who  are  in  general  any  thing  but 
courageous,  and  who  seldom  attack  but  with  a  great  su- 
periority of  numbers,  and  from] the  confidence  that  those 
whom  they  assail  are  unarmed.  Two  resolute  men  with 
muskets  will  seldom  be  molested,  unless  by  the  larger 
bands,  and  even  they  are  often  deterred  by  a  shew  of  re- 
sistance. 

The  last  time  I  went  to  Andalusia  was  in  the  winter  of 
1831 — 32.  At  that  time,  the  road  from  Xeres  to  near 
Andujar  was  kept  by  the  royal  bands  of  Jose  Maria,  and 
Juan  Caballero.  Some  stragglers  infested  the  road  be- 
tween Cordova  and  Baylen,  andmade  a  valuable  capture 
of  a  galera  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which 
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some  one  was  imprudently  sending  without  an  esoort. 
Tbb  prize  g^ave  a  stimulus  to  others,  and  the  times  ap- 
peared so  favourable  that  a  band  of  young  Manchegos 
took  the  field  and  commenced  operations  in  the  Despe£a 
Perros.  It  happened  that  their  ''  coup  d'essai  *'  was  a 
diligence  which  had  already  been  robbed  near  Ecija  by 
Joae  Maria,  so  that  they  did  not  obtain  much.  They 
were  so  raw  in  their  trade,  that  they  forgot  to  ask  for 
the  watches,  which  some  of  the  passengers  retained. 
The  escort,  whom  we  questioned  afterwards,  ow  t  hey 
came  to  allow  the  coach  to  be  robbed  by  such  a  set  of 
If  (Hallos,  declared  that  the  passengers  forbid  their  firing 
and  would  not  permit  any  resistance  to  be  made. 

A  T^y  few  days  after  this  occurrence,  I  set  out  by 
the  same  conveyance  for  Seville;  with  the  road  thus 
manned  the  chances  were  against  our  arriving  unmo- 
lested. Before  we  reached  Yaldepenas,  where  we  were 
to  sleep  previous  to  entering  the  defiles  of  the  Sierra 
Morena,  a  conversation  took  place  amongst  the  com- 
pany in  the  diligence;  in  the  party  was  a  moustache 
who  bad  served  in  the  war  of  independance  and  was 
then  on  his  way  to  join  his  regiment  in  the  corps  of  ob- 
servation upon  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  This  officer 
and  myself  soon  agreed  that  the  being  spread  out  upon 
the  road  with  the  ^'  Boca  Abajo  "  was  to  be  avoided  if 
possible.  Neither  of  us  had  much  to  lose ;  my  compa- 
nion admitted  he  had  nothing,  and  I  had  only  the  quan- 
tity estimated  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  ensure 
civility,  in  case  -of  accident,  a  precaution  which  should 
always  be  taken  in  Spain,  to  avoid  the  chance  of  much 
worse  evils  than  the  loss  of  a  few  dollars.  But  we  thought 
the  disgraee  of  being  robbed  by  a  few  common  saltea- 
dores  made  it  worth  the  risking  resistance  to  them. 
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With  the  mounted  troops  we  had  no  chance  of  con- 
tending, but  we  were  of  opinion,  that  with  the  assis- 
tance of  the  mayoral  and  two  escort  who  were  on  the 
coach^  by  arming  ourselves  and  alighting  to  wall^ihrough 
the  defile,  where  we  should  be  on  equal  t^w^*)  and  be 
able  to  charge. or  pursue,  if  necessary,  tlil't ^  could 
beat  oiT  a  much  greater  number  than  our  own,  which 
the  escort  alone  could  not  do.  The  plan  was  Tery 
soon  arranged,  but  none  of  the  other  passengers  were 
inclined  to  take  part  in  it.  They  declared  they  would 
rather  run  the  risk  of  being  robbed.  We  accordingly 
determined  to  persevere  alone,  and  the  conversation 
dropped.  In  the  company  was  a  man  from  the  north, 
whose  appearance  made  his  assistance  rather  desira- 
ble, but  he  reasoned  like  the  others.  At  length,  after  a 
long  pause,  finding  we  were  not  likely  to  change  our 
plan,  with  the  pride  so  thoroughly  characteristic  of  the 
people,  he  said  with  the  greatest  politeness  to  the  offi- 
cer. .  <'  Do  you  think  yourselves  better  men  than  us, 
that  you  shoidd  walk  across  the  mountain  whilst  we  sit 
in  the  coach.  We  will  shew  that  we  are  equally  ca- 
pable with  you,  and  will  walk  in  company  with  you.  " 
However,  none  of  us  were  put  to  the  trial,  for  on  send- 
ing  for  the  mayoral  to  give  the  necessary  directions,  he 
said  that  we  were  to  take  up  Polynario  at  Santa-Cruz, 
and  as  he,  was  personally  acquainted  with  all  the  gang, 
we  should  not  be  molested.  We  accordingly  passed 
without  accident,  but  four  of  them  were  in  the  gorge, 
waiting  for  the  galeras,  some  of  which  were  robbed 
daily,  and  one  of  them  was  pointed  out  to  me,  woridng 
in  a  vinegard  near  Baylen. 

The  next  day  on  the  way   to  Cordova,  we  passed  a 
detachment  who  were  posted  in  a  cortijot  but  thay  did 
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not  attempt  to  molest  us.  We  passed  the  dead  body  of 
one  who  had  been  killed  in  a  quarrel  amongst  them- 
selves, most  probably  respecting  the  division  of  spoil. 
We  escaped  the  large  bands  by  a  fresh  agpreement  having 
been  made  X)y.  the  administration  of  diligences,  who  paid, 
I  understood,  an  ounce,  (about  three  guineas )  for  each 
coach,  by  way  of  black  mail,  to  Jose  Maria.  To  make 
up  this  sum,  the  fares  which  were  already  very  high, 
were  raised. 

The  roads  near  Ecija  were  patrolled  by  cavalry,  but  in 
this  state  of  things  which  the  Captain  general  was  stri- 
ving to  the  utmost  to  remedy,  he  was  counterworked 
at  Madrid,  and  an  order  was  sent  to  call  in  all  the  cavalry, 
and  not  employ  them  any  longer  on  such  service.  I  be- 
lieve this  order  was  the  result  of  complaints  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments,  but  it  was  not  obeyed, 
and  the  principle  of  ''  Salus,  suprema  lex,''  applied  to 
justify  the  disobedience. 

In  the  spring,  I  found  great  improvements  made,  the 
road  being  regularly  patrolled  by  militia,  which  would 
have  made  the  execution  of  any  enterprise  next  to  impos- 
sible. No  real  termination  however  to  these  enormities 
can  be  put,  until  the  government  adopt  the  plan  fol- 
lowed in  Calabria,  by  making  the  communes  responsible, 
and  obliging  them  to  repay  the  losses  incurred  by  tra- 
vellers in  their  territory*. 


*  Since  tbeie  tronsacUonst  JoM  Maria  has  receired  the  indoltp  or  pardon,  and  b 
living  qoietly  in  some  town  of  Andalnsia.  Ills  example  was  followed  by  Juan  Caballero, 
and  1  ontersUnd  the  roads  are  once  more  secure. 
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Commerce  and  Revenoeii 


The  exreriial  commerce  of  Spain  is  at  present  carried 
on  almost  solely  with  France  and  Ei^tand,  The  former 
ccMinlry  takes  lead,  a  proportion  of  wool,  some  fruit, 
and  a  few  other  articles  of  little  ^atue.  Oil  formed  an 
article  of  export,  the  quantity  grown  in  France  not  suf- 
ficing for  tlie  consumption  in  the  greal  soap  roanufac^ 
tories  of  RIai*seilleSy  but  in  consequence  of  the  prohibi- 
tory system  of  Spain,  a  corresponding  duty  has  been 
laid  on  their  produce,  and  it  is  now  sought  for  in  the 
oast  of  Europe.  With  the  exception  of  th^e  and  a 
small  quantity  of  inferior  articles,  which  are  sent  to 
America  and  to  the  north  of  EUirope,  the  whole  exporl 
trade  may  be  said  ta  centre  in  England.  We  take  the 
greater  part  of  the  wool,  nearly  all  the  belter  wines  of 
the  coast,  most  of  the  barilla,  fresh  and  dried  fruits, 
tlie  raisins,  almonds,  oranges  and  lemons  of  the  south, 
nuts  and  chesnuts  both  from  Catalonia  and  the  northern 
provinces,  some  kinds  of  which  form  almost  the  sole 
article  of  exportation  and  of  revenue  from  the  land, 
and  latterly  corn  from  Castile. 

The  adjusting  exchanges  between  countries  thus  si-' 
tuated,  and  regulating  returns,  which  must  be  made  in 
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some  shape  or  olhery  in  encouraging  the  consumption 
of  articles  of  native  growth^  by  those  who  desire  and 
are  able  to  pay  for  them,  would  appear  to  be  true  eco 
nomy;    the  whole  study  of  the  Spanish  professors  is 
to  destroy  and  annihilate  the  best  trade  they  possess. 
They  have  adopted  the  maxims  of  that  school  of  poli- 
tical economy,  which  teach  that  the  commercial  great- 
ness of  England  is  the  ruin  of  other  countries,  that 
her  prosperity  is  incompatible  with  theirs,  and  that  her 
manufactures  are  sustained  at  the  expense  of  others. 
It  is  not  surprising  where   information  on  these  sub- 
jects is  so  scanty  as  it  is  in  Spain,  that  these  doctrines 
should  have  made  progress.     The  trade  with  England 
is  scarcely  permitted^  and  is  so  fettered  that  the  mer- 
chants are   placed  in  the  situation  of  enemies  rather 
than  friends.     It  is  true,  that  the  decrees  are  wordedi 
generaDjr,  so  as  not  to  violate  the  treaties  in  force; 
and  the  customs  of  civilised  nations,  but  in  fact,  the} 
bear  almost  entirely  against  the  English  trade,  which, 
if  properly  regulated,  would  be  a  most  beneficial  one 
to  both  countries,  and  favor  the  French ,  who  profess 
to  want  nothing,  and  in  reality  take  very  little  of  the' 
produce  of  the  soil,   in  return  for  the  manufactures 
they   are  hourly  forcing  into  circulation,  and  whose' 
commerce,  if  any  supply  of  necessary  and  indispen*- 
sable  articles  can  be  said  to  be  so ,  is  carried  on  at  a  na* 
tional  loss  to  Spain. 

The  fakity  of  the  maxim  that  the  trade  and  pros- 
perity of  England  depends  on  the  poverty  and  distress 
of  others,  and  of  their  requiring  war  for  their  support, 
have  been  sufBciently  demonstrated  by  the  vast  increase 
of  her  trade  since  the  peace.  That  the  misery  and 
distress  of  other  countries  favors  her  preemmencc ,  is 
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equally  untrue.  The  reasoning  which  maintains  these 
dogmata  may  be  compared  to  that  of  the  traveller ,  who, 
perceiving  a  house  in  a  village  larger  than  the  rest , 
should  undertake  to  demonstrate  that  the  proprietor 
had  necessarily  built  it  at  the  expense  of  his  neigh- 
bours ,  or  had  stolen  the  materials  from  them.  The 
causes  of  the  greatness  of  England  are  her  having  been 
the  founder  of  the  modern  system  of  manufactures , 
and  the  first  to  shew  the  real  value  of  commercial  pur- 
suits, in  a  great  national  and  economical  point  of  view ; 
to  her  possession  of  the  mines  of  coal  and  of  iron;  to 
her  unrivalled  and  hitherto  inimitable  skill  in  most  of 
the  useful  arts ;  whilst  other  nations  are  obliged  to  imi- 
tate or  copy  her  productions,  which  they  can  rarely 
equal ;  lastly ,  to  the  security  of  property  for  a  long 
time  exclusively  enjoyed  by  her  under  a  better  admi- 
nistration of  government  than  that  of  her  neighbours, 
and  to  the  application  of  accumulated  capital  resulting 
from  the  joint  operation  of  all  these  causes.  These  are 
the  real  causes  of  the  superiority  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
not  the  exclusive  or  prohibitory  laws  which  had  no 
more  to  do  in  producing  it  than  many  other  parts  of 
the  system  now  falling  to  decay.  The  examination  of 
the  countries  which  are  most  behind  the  others  in  Eu- 
rope will  readily  satisfy  the  impartial  observer  that  their 
custom  is  valueless  in  comparison  to  what  it  would  be , 
were  they  differently  situated.  The  consumption  of 
foreign  manufactures  proceeds  every  where  from  the  su- 
perfluities of  the  more  wealthy  ranks  of  society  and 
the  general  circulation  of  money  in  the  mass^  and  very 
little  from  that  of  of  the  greater  number,  who  arc 
clad  every  where  in  the  rude  products  of  the  native 
looms^     The   peasantry  of  the  papal  stales,   certainly 
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the  lowest  in  Europe ,  in  manufacturing  skil  strongly 
prove  this;  nearly  the  whole  of  their  garments  are 
home-made.  The  warm  and  handsome  clothing  of  the 
Andalusians,  to  whom  the  jealousy  of  the  Castilians 
prohibited  the  retention  of  the  costume  of  their  Ances- 
tors, and  who  are  the  best  clad  peasantry  in  Europe; 
the  pure  African  habit  which  has  survived  all  changes 
in  Valencia ,  Murcia  and  lower  Aragon ,  the  substan- 
tial and  cleanly  dresses  of  the  Manchegos  and  the  rug- 
ged and  patched  drapery  of  the  Asturians  are  all  alike 
of  domestic  manufacture. 

The  consumption  of  British  or  French  articles  does 
not  proceed  from  those,  who  are  the  great  mass  of  the 
•population  y  but  from  the  classes*  in  whom  easy  cir- 
cumstances operate  to  create  the  feeling  of  luxury  and 
vanity  of  display  which  are  in  skilful  hands  the  sources  of 
revenue.  The  government  of  Spain  is  quite  ignorant  of 
this  mode  of  extracting  resources.  With  the  best  and 
most  patriotic  intentions  their  acts  operate  inversely  as 
they  are  intended,  and  are  annihilating  the  sources  of 
commercial  prosperity.  The  duty  of  those  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  a  state,  especially  one  where 
these  is  little  or  no  controul  over  "the  acts  emanating 
from  the  throne,  is  unquestionably  to  forward  the  civi^ 
lization  and  resources  of  it,  without  regard  to  the  feel- 
ings and  interests  of  others,  and  to  encourage,  check, 
or  to  proscribe,  if  necessary,  such  trade  as  may  be  pre- 
jadicial  to  it.  In  this  the  duty  of  the  ministers  of  Spain 
is  clear,  the  only  question  is  whether  they  have  taken 
the  right  method,  of  which  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  and 
observation  would  seem  to  prove  the  contrary.  After  the 
expulsion  of  the  armies  of  Napoleon  but  more  espe- 
cially since  the  establishment  of  the  sisiema  conslitucio* 
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nal,  and  its  fall,  the aUenlion  of  ihe government  has  been 
really  and  steadily  directed  to  the  calling  forth  the  re- 
sources of  a  country  which  ought  to  hold  the  first  place 
in  Europe,  and  which  has  only  been  kept  back  by  a  long 
series  of  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  governors 
of  it.  These  were  two  methods  of  effecting  this,  together 
or  separately,  that  of  raising  the  agriculture  on  whidi 
the  ancient  wealth  of  Spain  depended,  and  from  which 
nearly  all  the  fortunes  of  the  country  directly  or  indi- 
rectly are  derived.  The  other  by  forcing  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  with  a  view  of  applying  those 
maxims  of  certain  economists  which  declare  that  every 
country  is  sufTIcient  for  itself,  and  ought  to  live  on  its 
own  resources,  providing  for  its  own  wants  by  the  em- 
ployment of  its  own  hands.  On  a  subject  embracing 
such  a  complexity  and  variety  of  considerations  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  offer  an  opinion,  but  the  probability  is  that  they 
have  taken  the  short  end  of  a  lever  instead  of  the  long 
one,  and  applied  the  lesser  power  in  place  of  tlie  greater 
to  effect  the  desired  purpose. 

Perhaps  the  best  parallel  to  the  situation  of  Spain 
in  these  days,  may  be  by  supposing  England  suddenly 
put  back  to  the  state  she  was  in  during  the  early  period 
of  the  Tudors,  when  the  civil  wars  had  just  ceased,  the 
monasteries  still  on  foot,  **  au  grand  complet, '*  vast 
territorial  possessions  in  the  hands  of  a  very  few  indivi- 
duals, of  illustrioi^s  names  but  in  a  state  of  beggary  and 
unable  to  divide  their  estates  burdened  to  ruin  by  taxes 
and  other  charges,  rather  tied  to  their  properties  than 
deriving  any  benefit  from  them,  the  roads  hardly  pasr 
sable,  no  canals  or  scarcely  internal  or  external  navigation 
pr  commerce,  an  enormous  and  unfathomable  public 
jdebt  (unknown  in  those  limes),  whilst  all  the  rest  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  25 

Europe  was  in  the  same  situation  as  at  present.  We  should 
have  little  idea  of  the  judgment  of  ministers  who  should 
propose  to  raise  their  country  to  a  par  with  others  by 
the  establishment  of  a  few  manufactories  at  Glasgow,  if 
that  portion  of  the  kingdom  belonged  to  them,  whilst 
they  left  the  whole  of  England,  where  the  consumers  of 
these  manufactures  were  to  be  sought,  in  the  same  state 
of  depression  as  before,  and  so  far  from  relieving  the  pro- 
prietors of  lands,  were  daily  subjecting  them  to  addi- 
tional, unjust  and  illegal  exactions.  This  is  a  precise 
picture  of  Spain  at  this  moment.  A  few  Catalan  compa- 
nies are  masters  of  the  commercial  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment and  dictate  the  law  as  their  narrow  interests  suggest, 
forcing  the  consumers  to  use  their  bad  and  dear  articles, 
whilst  not  a  step  is  taken  to  reliete  the  agriculture, 
which  maintains  nearly  the  whole  population,  from  bur- 
deni9  which  in  any  other  country  would  be  insupportable. 
For  some  years  past  a  virtual  prohibition  on  nearly  all 
foreign  manufactures  and  products  has  existed.  The  pro- 
ductions of  the  Catalans  are  professedly  unequal  in  quan- 
tity to  meet  the  demand,  are  of  far  inferior  quality,  both 
of  beauty  and  durability  and  of  higher  price  than  (hose 
of  their  foreign  competitors.  The  women,  who  are  the 
great  consumers  of  these  objects  have  so  little  partiality 
for  the  products  of  their  own  country,  that  ibeir  being 
exotic  is  the  greatest  recommendation  with  them«  The 
consequence  of  this  system  is^  that  the  commerce  as  regards 
importation  fluctuates  between  the  insufficient  supply 
of  the  native  manufactures;  what  is  absolutely  prohibited 
but  is  introduced  by  favor  and  particular  exemption  to 
individuals  to  make  up  for  that  deficiency,  and  the  im- 
mense quantity  which  is  constantly  poured  in  by  contra* 
band.     The  balance  of  trade  between  England  and  Spain 
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is'ln  fact,  adjusted  by  tlie  smugglers  in  the  same  manner 
as  between  France  and  England;  We  should  otherwise 
have  a  large  sum  to  pay  in  specie  annually  to  both  coun- 
tries, if  the  theories  of  certain  professors  were  correct. 
In  Spain,  when  they  wish  to  ascertain  the  state  of  trade, 
a  private  inquiry  is  set  on  foot  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
importation  of  silver,  an  inveterate  prejudice  of  ancient 
habits.  The  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  extraordinary 
balances  are  arranged  was  furnished  m  1830  and  1831. 
A  sudden  demand  for  wool,  corn,  and  oil,  the  latter  acci- 
dentally and  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  Greenland 
ships,  the  former  from  increased  activity  in  the  woollen 
manufactures,  and  a  bad  harvest  in  England,  raised  the 
exchange  considerably  against  us ;  according  to  .  this 
theory  specie  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  repay  the  ar- 
ticles demanded.  Not  a  dollar  arrived,  the  balance  was 
adjusted  by  bills  negotiated  at  Paris  and  other  places  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  and  in  a  few  months  the  exchanges  re- 
turned to  their  usual  course.  In  ordinary  times  a  large 
portion  of  the  value  of  exports  is  received  by  theassislance 
of  the  smugglers,  the  treasury  profiting  nothing  by  it, 
and  the  loss  accruing  to  them  being  laid  upon  the  land, 
which  is  already  in  a  state  of  ruin.  These  observations 
refer  to  the  system  of  commerce  as  regards  the  kingdom 
generally.  A  late  regulation,  has  very  much  increased 
these  evils.  From  the  abuses  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  especially  in  that  termed  the  consumo,  or  derc 
chos  de  puertas,  corresponding  to  the  octroi  in  France, 
and  the  gabelle  or  dazio  in  Italy,  the  attention  of  govern- 
ment was  called  to  them.  As  these  taxes  produced  little 
or  nothing,  it  was  determined  in  an  evil  hour,  to  let  or 
farm  them.  A  bidder  was  found  in  a  state  jobber  on  a 
great  scale  at  Madrid,  who  undertook  the  collection  on^ 
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smaJi  increase  to  the  rale  at  which  they  had  been  estima- 
ted by  the  scanty  returns  for  some  years  past,  guaran- 
teeing, as  he  well  might,  the  punctual  payment.  The  ad- 
ministration of  the  revenue  of  the  whole  kingdom  was  put 
into  his  handstand  the  collection  extended  to  places  which 
had  always  been  exempt  from  that  mode  of  contribution. 

Not  the  slightest  suspicion  was  entertained  of  any 
change.  It  was  as  secretly  managed  as  the  famous  expul- 
sion of  the  Jesuits,  and  the  good  citizens  who  had  been 
slumbering  over^a  light  3ystem  of  duties,  were  as  little 
aware  of  the  harpies  who  were  about  to  assist  at  their 
banquets,  as  the  learned  order  were  of  the  fate  reserved 
for  them,  when  summoned  by  the  alcaldes  to  quit  their 
retreats.  This  alteration  took  place  in  March  1830,  and 
by  it  the  revenue  is  divided  into  two  branches,  that  of 
the  general  customs  of  the  kingdom,  which  are  taken  by 
the  government  on  first  entry  at  the  custom  houses,  and 
are  comparatively  unimportant,  and.  those  far  heavier 
which  are  the  derechos  de  puerias  or  duties  of  consump- 
tion and  are  received  by  the  impresa  or  farmer  general. 
The  sum  understood  to  be  paid  for  this  privilege,  is  fifty 
five  millions  of  reals,  between  five  and  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds.  For  this  small  sum  the  farmer  is  master 
of  the  consumption  of  nearly  every  article  over  the 
whole  kingdom.  Every  place  which  is  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  is  subjected  to  it.  The  proceeds  of 
course  are  unknown,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  receipts 
of  two  or  three  of  the  principal  cities  clear  the  expences 
and  that  all  above  is  gain  excepting  the  collection,  which 
I  have  heard  amounts  to  3o  per  cent,  and  the  enor- 
mous dilapidation  the  management  is  subject  to,  in  com- 
mou  with  every  thing  in  Spain. 

The  tax  bears  most  unequally ,  but  to  judge  of  this 
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it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  distribution  of  consumers 
or  payers  of  it  in  the  country.  The  towns  may  be 
divided  into  the  following  classes.  First^  the  metropolis 
and  the  large  cities  on  the  coast,  in  which  alone  can 
be  said  to  exist  any  commercial  energy.  Secondly, 
the  proYincial  capitals  in  the  interior,  where  the  resi- 
dence of  authorities  and  tribunals  and  of  a  few  old  fa- 
milies who  are  not  yet  ruined,  maintain  a  certain  degree 
of  activity ;  next  to  these  but  much  lower  is  a  class 
termed  in  the  country  of  ClerigoSj  which  depend  for  a 
toltering  existence  on  the  chapter  and  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  with  perhaps  colleges,  which  in  most  instances 
replace  the  splendour  and  wealth  that  have  long  passed 
away.  Toledo,  Valladolid ,  Cuenca  ,  Alcala  de  Henares , 
Leon  and  Segovia,  may  be  quoted  as  examples.  The 
last  class  are  the  small  towns  and  villages  termed  of 
JjabradoreSf  whose  population  consists  almost  solely 
of  farmers,  agricultural  labourers,  and  the  stewards  of 
Hon  resident  proprietors.  The  last  is  by  far  the  most 
numerous  class,  and  is  spread  overall  Spain,  embracing 
a  large  portion  of  the  population.  In  these  places  there 
is  frequently  scarcely  a  shop.  A  place  called  the  tienda 
supplies  miserable  oil  and  wine  with  a  few  of  the  ru- 
dest articles  used  by  the  peasantry. 

The  salt  and  tobacco  are  a  separate  monopoly,  and 
are  sold  at  the  estanco ;  The  small  quantity  of  other 
goods  which  are  indispensable  are  bought  at  fairs  or 
when  they  visit  the  larger  towns,  and  commerce  which 
was  formerly  so  flourishing  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist, 
among  a  portion  of  the  community  who  onght  to  be 
the  principal  consumers.  Of  the  decrease  of  revenue  in 
some  of  thcseplaces  an  idea  may  be  formed  from  one  city, 
the  ruined  and  decaying   capital  of  a  large  province. 
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Before  ihe  war  of  Napoleon  the  custom  house  receipts 
were  a  million  of  reals  per  month ,  they  are  now  ten 
thousand.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  place  in  the  Sierra 
Morena  where  so  late  as  during  the  sistema^  there 
were  thirteen  posadas  in  full  work  from  the  transit 
through  it;  there  are  now  three  ,  the  proprietors  of 
which  can  scarcely  live.  In  the  first  class  of  cities  the 
revenue  is  considerable  and  the  collection  compara- 
tively easy.  In  the  second  it  is  more  difficult  from 
the  reduced  circumstances  of  the  consumers  and  the 
dreadful  charges  on  the  sources  of  their  income.  In 
the  last  class  the  expences  of  collection  are  hardly  paid, 
and  the  cupidity  of  the  collectors  is  proportionably 
great.  They  may  be  seen  in  the  decayed  and  crumb- 
liujg  towns  of  Castile,  prowling  about  the  ruined  suburbs 
like  famished  wolves,  frequently  exceeding  their  powers 
and  jurisdiction.  In  these  the  consumption  of  articles 
excepting  of  real  necessity  is  very  small  and  is  daily 
diminishing.  The  people  have  an  elasticity  of  mind 
which  enables  them  to  bear  privations  and  misfor- 
tunes without  murmuring  or  repining.  If  the  women 
cannot  pay  the  price  demanded,  they  cheerfully  retire 
and  do  without.  If  they  cannot  appear  in  the  paseo  as 
they  were  wont  to  do  they  remain  in  their  houses  for 
weeks  or  months,  only  going  out  privately  to  mass, 
to  visit  relations  ,  or  from  other  unavoidable  causes. 

The  distress  which  is  so  universal  in  Spain  is  the 
real  cause  of  the  scanty  appearance  in  public  of  the 
women,  which  some  wag  persuaded  a  modern  traveller, 
was  caused  by  the  priests  retaining  them  in  their  ha- 
rems. The  total  amount  of  the  revenue  collected  is 
very  considerable ,  and  the  misfortune  is ,  that  by  these 
and  other  means  ,   is  levied  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
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government ,  which  is  now  devoured  by  a  set  of  cor- 
morants, whilst  scarcely  any  benefit  results  to  the  pa- 
blic.  The  operation  of  this  mode  of  taxation  is  very 
unjust,  as  it  bears  chiefly  on  the  articles  of  necessity , 
which  from  their  bulk,  and  comparatively  small  value, 
will  not  pay  the  expense  of  smuggling.  No  article  is 
exempt  from  their  rapacity.  The  unhappy  beings  at 
Granada  who  gain  a  toilful  and  precarious  existence, 
by  grubbing  up  the  last  remains  of  the  forests  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  and  with  their  asses  are  ranged  along 
the  Carrera  delDarro,  have  each  paid  a  comparatively 
heavy  duty,  inexorably  levied  at  the  barrier,  whilst 
they  must  wait  days  to  find  customers  for  their  mise- 
rable cargo.  In  like  manner ,  a  poor  man  to  whom  I 
was  indebted  for  an  important  piece  of  geological  in- 
formation ,  who  gained  his  livelihood  by  the  scanty  pro- 
fits afforded  on  the  quantity  of  sandstone  his  ass  could 
transport  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  for  the  use  of  the 
polishers  of  marble,  had  paid  his  quota  to  the  Cerb«rus 
of  the  gates  before  he  was  allowed  to  enter. 

From  the  nature  of  the  arrangement  of  the  impresa^ 
the  head  of  it  dictates  the  royal  decrees,  almost  at  will. 
Shortly  before  I  left  Spain,  an  edict  was  issued  levying 
a  tax  for  his  benefit  on  every  horse  sold,  of  so  much  per 
cent,  this  being  made  out  to  fall  under  the  derecho  de 
consumo.  Their  tyranny  on  the  baggage  of  travellers  is 
excessive.  I  knew  a  Spanish  merchant  who  had  been 
detained  three  days  by  a  regular  trial,  and  put  to  an 
expence  of  nearly  eighty  pounds,  for  having  a  pair 
of  new  pantaloons,  and  some  writing  paper  in  his 
portmanteau.  This  gentleman  assured  me  that  he 
had  ascertained  there  were  in  the  same  diligence  contra* 
band  goods,  sanctioned  by  the  parties  guilty  of  this  ty- 
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rannicalexaclion  to,  the  amount  oftwelve  millions  of  reals. 

The  articles  of  higher  value ,  and  smaller  volume ,  are 
either  easily  smuggled,  or  the  duties  are  paid  by  the 
more  wealthy  consumers  of  them.  In  many  districts, 
nearly  every  article  that  adorns  the  female  form ,  from 
the  maniilla  to  the  shoe  ( which  can  only  be  made  in 
Spain),  is  of  foreign  manufacture,  and  in  a  great  degree, 
contraband.  In  their  houses,  in  general^  both  sexes 
wear  the  plainest  attire.  A  grandee  of  Spain,  in  the  morn- 
ing, may  be  seen  in  a  jacket  and  trowsers  of  the 
coarsest  and  most  common  cloth ;  the  women  in  a  cor- 
responding manner. 

The  equipages  and  horses  are  almost  entirely  laid 
down,  and  the  few  families  known  still  to  be  opulent,  are 
equally  solicitous  with  the  others  to  avoid  display,  or 
the  slightest  appearance  of  wealth. 

The  royal  household  is  conducted  on  the  same  scale 
of  economy,  from  the  impossibility  of  money  being 
furnished  from  the  treasury,  to  meet  a  higher  expen- 
diture. At  a  grand  review  at  Madrid,  when  the  king 
went  in  state,  and  in  the  greatest  pomp  he  could  af- 
ford, to  a  splendid  pageant,  which  had  been  for  some 
weeks  in  preparation,  his  carriage  alone  was  drawn  by 
horses  ,  those  of  his  suite  had  only  mules.  When  the 
sister  of  the  Queen  came  to  espouse  the  infante  Don 
Sebastian,  who  is  comparatively  rich,  the  banquet  he 
gave  to  his  spouse  and  to  the  King  and  Queen,  who 
met  the  cortege  on  the  road  to  Aranjuez,  where  the 
nuptials  were  celebrated ,  was  furnished  from  an  hotel 
where  I  was  staying  at  Madrid.  The  repast  was  for- 
warded in  a  public  galera,  hired  for  the  purpose,  with 
the  mozos  of  the  inn  to  attend  it,  the  master  following 
in  a  carriage  with  the  more  choice  viands,  and  this  for 
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a  distance  of  nearly  fifty  miles.  The  same  universal 
distress,  the  same  cheerful  and  patient  bearing  of  it, 
extend  and  cover  alike 

**  Panpcram  UberoM,  rcgumqae  turrcs.  ** 

The  contraband  ^  trade  is  carried  on  in  vast  lines , 
extending  in  every  direction  over  Sierra,  and  through 
bnrranco,  on  the  shores  of  the  Ocean,  or  amid  the  snows 
of  Mont  Perdu,  and  the  wastes  of  Estrcmadura,  it  is  in 
endless  and  unceasing  operation,  limited  only  by  the 
demand,  stayed  only  by  the  misery  of  the  consumers, 
and  their  inability  to  pay  the  price,  or  buy  at  all. 

The  existence  of  regular  commerce  and  contraband 
are  coequal.  Ascertain  the  fact,  whether  any  smuggling 
is  going  on,  and  you  know  what  the  state  of  the  dis- 
trict is  as  to  trade ;  it  is  the  perfect  exemplification  of 
the  protective  system,  in  its  worst  operation.  It  is  so 
managed  by  the  existing  laws,  that  in  some  places, 
there  is  a  double  process,  smuggling  in  and  out,  going 
on  simultaneously,  neither  of  course  producing  any 
benefit  to  the  reyenue.  I  witnessed  these  operations  at 
a  frontier  place ,  where  the  authorities  were  only  wail- 
ing my  passing  the  boundary,  to  arrest  me,  and  com- 
mit a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations';  at  the  same  time 
mules  were  arriving  in  the  middle  of  the  day  with 
cargas  of  wool  brought  from  a  great  distance ,  and  at 
dusk  passed  over  to  the  French  side,  to  load  other  ar^ 
tides  in  return ;  thus  evading  both  import  and  export 
duly. 

The  French,  who  had  the  benefit  of  this  ingenious 
mode  of  collecting  revenue,  and  whose  custom  house 
was  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  it,  were 
hardly  belter.  The  system  of  Saint-Cricq  was  then  in 
full  vigour.     I  was  informed  by  a  shrewd   and  respeo 
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(able  Italian,  who  had  followed  ihe  fortunes  of  the 
empire^  and  remained  in  the  service,  but  seemed  asha- 
med of  the  drivelling  manner  the  department  was  ma- 
naged, that  a  sample  of  every  separate  bale  was  sent  by 
post  to  Paris  in  letters,  in  order  to  have  the  value 
and  duty  assigned  in  the  oflices  there.  The  operations 
nowjhowever,  are  carried  on  chiefly  upon  a  grand  scale, 
iu  a  manner  beyond  the  power  of  government  to  check 
or  controul ,  but  by  an  entire  change  of  system. 

The  French  have  possession  of  the  chief  foreign  trade 
ill  the  free  provinces  of  the  north  ,  and  of  course,  by 
contraband,  command  a  great  deal  of  inland  consump- 
tion in  the  interior  districts. 

The  principal  depot  of  this  commerce  is  Bayonne, 
which  was  made  free,  for  the  purpose  of  commanding 
the  trade  on  the  north  coast.  On  the  coast  of  Cata- 
lonia and  Valencia,  considerable  contraband  trade  is 
carried  on  from  Marseilles.  They  had  an  extensive 
command  openly,  of  the  markets  in  Catalonia  during 
the  occupation,  but  that  has  nov\r  almost  ceased^  owing 
to  the  misery  of  the  country.  The  soldiers  were  em- 
ployed in  the  fortified  places,  and,  1  have  heard,  even 
paid  for  conniving  at  and  assisting  the  introduction  of 
goods,  whilst  on  their  posts.  The  English  direct  trade  is 
very  small,  as  in  fact  nearly  every  thing  is  prohibited^ 
hut  a  prodigious  quantity  of  goods  find  their  way  into 
Ac  southern  provinces,  by  means  of  Gibraltar,  and  Cadiz. 

The  merchants  themselves  have  nothing  to  do  with 
Aese  enterprises ,  but  simply  dispose  of  their  goods 
to  dealers  and  others ,  who  undertake  the  final  disposal 
of  thcBft.  A  large  quantity  of  English  goods  is  also 
^answtted  from  Portugal,  the  frontier  of  which  can- 
not be  effectually  watched. 
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The  mode  of  conducting  commerce  practised  by 
these  two  great  nations,  is  diametrically  opposite. 

The  English  merchants  deal  wholesale ,  and  disdain 
the  petty  trade  sought  after  with  such  avidity  by  their 
rivals.  Whilst  you  seldom  meet  an  English  commer* 
cial  traveller ,  except  on  a  large  scale ,  the  country 
where  the  French  have  access,  is  overrun  by  numbers 
of  traders ,  with  the  smallest  possible  means.  In  many 
instances,  one  of  these  persons  is  deputed  by  several 
houses,  who  are  not  rich  enough  to  employ  an  agent 
singly.  To  this  description  of  people,  the  selling  any 
portion  of  their  goods  is  an  object ,  and  they  weary 
their  customers  with  importunities.  This  is  an  epi- 
tome of  the  whole  French  commerce,  which,  with 
a  small  exception,  is  carried  on  upon  similar  princi- 
ples. The  object  is  to  avoid  the  contingent  possibility 
of  a  small  loss,  rather  than  the  bold  gain  which  is  the 
object  of  the  British  capitalist.  The  commerce  of  France 
which  is  next  in  amount  to  that  of  England,  is  an  or- 
ganisation of  minute  particles ,  a  vast  collection  of 
hucksters  and  pedlars,  with  few  merchants,  in  the 
extended  sense  of  the  term,  excepting  some  foreigners 
and  capitalists  in  the  great  towns. 

The  magnificent  navy  of  Spain  being  now  extinct, 
the  government  has  resorted  to  the  plan  of  impresa  or 
job  o(  guarda'costas ,  which  are  a  speculation  of  va- 
rious individuals,  but  chiefly  of  Riera,  the  great  farm- 
er of  taxes,  etc.,  at  Madrid.  These  vessels  are  most- 
ly schooners  and  brigs,  and  are  good  models,  and  of 
decent  exterior,  afifecting  the  style  of  men  of  war. 
Their  habits  are,  however,  little  less  than  piratical; 
and  they  are  the  scourge  of  the  lawful  trader ,  whilst 
the    contraband   is    carried  on    without   intermission 
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under  their  guns.  To  this  association  is  confided  the 
prevention  of  unlawful  trade,  on  the  vast  extent  of 
the  Spanish  coast. 

By  the  singular  and  infelicitous  combinations  of  affairs 
in  this  country y  the  powerful  individual  who  is  head  of 
the  management  of  the  revenue,  is  doubly  interested  in 
maintaining  the  disastrous  state  of  commerce  here  sketch- 
ed. By  the  farming,  his  interest  is  to  uphold  the  high 
duties,  whilst,  in  order  to  gain  by  the  guarda  costas^  the 
more  tyrannic  and  unjust  the  law  of  customs,  the  greater 
is  the  inducement  to  contraband,  and  the  greater  the 
contingent  probability  of  seizures.  He  has  only  to  en- 
ter on  the  speculations  of  roads,  to  employ  the  men  sen** 
tenced  in  consequence  of  his  own  acts,  to  render  com- 
plete this  new  system  of  political  economy^ 

The  smuggling  proceedings  are  now  chiefly  conducted 
on  a  great  scale.  Files  of  mules  set  out  from  certain 
places ,  laden  with  prohibited  goods.  It  is  unne^ 
cessary  to  particularise  the  channels,  which  exist  with 
the  perfect  knowledge  and  connivance  of  the  people 
in  office,  of  every  rank,  from  the  lowest  guarda  on  the 
beach,  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  By  practices  univer- 
sally tolerated,  some  of  these  transactions  are  managed 
to  a  very  large  extent. 

I  was  in  a  city  a  few  mouths  after  the  establishment 
of  the  derechos  de  puertas ,  whilst  the  machinery  was 
new,  and  might  have  been  supposed  to  work  with  at 
least  temporary  vigour.  In  three  nights ,  four  hundred 
cargas  or  mule  loads  arrived,  and  were  safely  housed. 
When  it  was  nearly  finished,  the  chief  manager  had 
information  that  all  was  not  right.  He  rose  at  an  early 
hour,  and  repaired  to  one  of  the  gates,  when  he  met  a 
whole  guard  of  his  men  marching  in  regular  order  with 
a  5 
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their  capas^  and  an  officer  at  their  head.  On  causing 
them  toui^case,  he  found  the  whole  of  their  bodies  swath- 
ed with  contraband  goods.  It  is  difficult  to  say  where 
a  remedy  is  to  be  found  for  corrupticm  like  this. 
These  mei^  were  serving,  understanding  they  were  to  be 
paid  according  to  their  good  conduct  to  their  en^ployers. 
The  fact  is ,  from  time  immemorial^  owing  to  the  mise- 
rable pay  given  to  (he  people  employed,  and  the  exam- 
ple set  by  every  rank,  and  almost  every  individual,  cor- 
ruption may  be  said  to  be  universal.  The  pay  of  subor- 
dinate officers,  on  vrhom  a  great  deal  depends,  is  a 
pese'a  per  day,  about  tenpenee  halfpenny.  It  is  im- 
possible to  suppose  men  thus  situated,  can  be  faithful,  and 
resist  temptation.  One  of  the  many  strange  perveraim 
of  character  to  be  found  in  this  singular  country^  is  i» 
the  management  of  these  proceedings. 

They  are  frequently  on  so  large  a  scale,  that  a  great 
number  of  people  must  necessarily  be  concerned,  who 
live  in  the  expectation,  that  they  will  finally  share  their 
proportion  in  the  division  of  the  bonus  paid.  There  ia- 
no  instance  of  their  betraying  those  with  whom  they  are 
coimected,  which  they  would  think  a  dishonour^  whilst 
they  violate  their  public  duty  without  scruple.  Thus 
the  principle  of  fidelity  which  is  so  de^ly  characteristic 
of  the  people,  is  inverted  and  acts  against  those ,  to 
whom  ,  if  (hey  followed  a  better  system,  it  would 
be  equally  applied.  The  smugglers  who  frequent  the 
Portuguese  frontier ,  are  chiefly  Manchegas^  and  may 
be  seen  in  bands  of  two  hundred,  on  horseback,  armed 
and  capable  of  resisting  any  force  they  may  meet  witb^ 
Their  habits  during  these  long  marches  are  quite  orderly, 
their  horses  excellent,  and  they  are  courteous  to  the 
strangers  they  may  meet  with.    I  was  informed  that  sinoe 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAtN.  S5 

the  fatming  of  the  duties  ^  at  the  instance  of  Riera,  who 
is  in  fact  dictator  in  every  thing  relating  to  his  interests, 
the  goyemment  have  taken  away  the  horses  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  valley,  celebrated  as  the  scene  of  some 
of  these  transactions',  thus  depriving  the  people  of  the 
means  of  obtaining  their  livelihood,  by  a  mode  so 
tyrannical,  as  never  to  have  been  practised  in  any 
period  of  the  history  of  Spain « 
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Finanet, 

It  k  impossible  to  give  any  idea  of  the  financial  sitva- 
tion  of  Spain  at  present,  as  no  certain  data  exist ,  and 
no  one,  scarcely  those  in  the  treasury,  are  acquainted 
with  the  real  stale  of  it.  There  is  an  accumulation  of 
debt^  for  a  long  period  back,  which  every  successive 
change  has  added  to^  without  diminishing  the  smallest 
particle,  and  the  late  government  most  materially  in- 
creased it,  by  calling  in  the  French,  whose  expences  are 
as  yet  unpaid,  and  by  refusing  to  acknowledge  the 
loans  of  the  cortes,  which  placed  them  in  the  impossi« 
btlity  of  receiving  foreign  aid,  to  reestablish  the  Spanish 
finances.'  A  system  has  been  commenced,  however,  and 
is  following  up  with  palient  zeal,  for  cleansing  the 
Augean  stable,  and  they  are  now  likely  to  know  in  a  few 
years,  what  is  the  real  debt,  and  consequently  their 
ability  to  pay  the  interest,  and  in  pursuance  of  this 
plan,  they  are  gradually  consolidating  the  unfunded 
debt,  which  is  the  most  uncertain  portion  of  the  whole. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  labour  of  investigating 
accounts  and  claims  in  such  a  condition  as  those  of 
Spain  now  are,  is  quite  incredible. 

A  curious  state  of  things  arose  from  the  situation  of 
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finances^  after  the  last  invasion*     By  processes  I  have 
often  heard  explained,   but  could  never  perfectly  com- 
prehendy  except  in  their  result,  it  appears  that  for  a 
long  time  after  the  invasion^  the  gold  which  had  disap- 
peared in  France  9  was  actually  lying  in  chests  at  Madrid, 
where  it  was  useless,  never  having  been  put  in  circula- 
tion.    It  was  still  there  when  I  entered  Spain  in  1829, 
and  the  Napoleons   were  paid,  at  Bordeaux,   six  and 
seven  sous  each  above  their  real  value.     No  progress 
can  possibly  be  made  in  the  internal  economy  of  Spain, 
until  steps  are  taken  to  regulate  the  interest  of  money, 
and  give  facilities  for  transacting  business^  in  making  pay- 
ments, and  in  raising  private  loans,  when  indispensable* 
The  bank  at  present  appears  to  be  on  a  solid  foundation, 
but  it  is  in  the  region  of  convulsions,  which  have  ruined 
every  similar  establishment.     The  concentration  of  the 
different  branches  of  revenue,  which  have  been  hitherto 
under  different  departments,  managed  independently 
by  their  own  head,  each  being  subject  to  any  sudden 
call  from  the  head  of  the  government,  without  inquiry 
into  the  possibility  of  bis  demands  being  complied  with, 
has  been  effected  lately,  after  considerable  opposition, 
and  the   minister  of  finance  now    directs  the  whole 
expenditure.     This,  and  the  gradual  abolition  of  mo- 
nopolies, and  exclusive  privileges,  and  the  substituting 
contracts  for  the  ruinous  system  of  working  by  goyem- 
laent  itself,  are  solid  benefits,  Mrhich  Spain  owes  to  the 
late  administration.     The  net  revenue  of  Spain,  ac- 
cording to  the   best  accounts  I   could   collect,   may 
amount  to  six  millions  sterling ;  but  there  are  no  data 
for  correct  affirmation  of  it.     This  sum,  which  is  col  * 
lected  with  great  difficulty,  and  at  a  rate  ruinous  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  population,  might  be  paid  with 
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ease,  by  any  one  of  the  larger  provineesi  were  the 
country  in  the  state  it  ought  to  be.     The  cost  of  col- 
lection, I  have  generally  heard  from  the  best  authorities, 
amounts  to  seventy  per  cent ,  but  the  loss  by  fraudi 
and  conniyance  at  abuses,  cannot  be  estimated.    The 
principal  heads  are,  the  customs,  the  derecho  de  puerUUf 
monopolies  of  salt  and  tobacco,  the  land  tax,  under 
various  denominations,  the  subsidy  paid  by  the  free 
provinces,  and   the  contribution  paid  by  the  clergy, 
who  contribute  one  fourth  of  the  virhole  taxes  of  the 
kingdom,  as  is  mentioned  under  the  respective  head. 
It  is  impossible  to  know  Mrhat  quantity  of  foreign  goods 
is  consumed,    owing   to   the   fraudulent    introduction 
which    supplies  the  greater  purt  of  the  demand  of 
several  provinces.     Regular  budgets  ase  now  published^ 
a  quite  recent  practice,  but  it  is,  from  the  want  of 
check,  next  to  useless  labour.     According  to  that  of 
1832  the  value  of  imports  vras  twenty  six  millions  of 
reals,  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds. 
Of  exports  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  five  miUions- 
The  laUer  is  certainly  the  nearest  the  truth,  as  the 
contraband  is  less.     These  sums  include  the  returns 
of  the  Balearic  Islands.     The  system  they  are  now  pur« 
suing,  goes  rapidly  to  decrease  these  miserable  proceeds 
from  the  richest  country,  naturally,'  in  Europe.    Tbe 
tobacco,  which  is  almost  an  article  of  necessity,  but  of 
which  the  use  is  decreasing,  owing  to  the  system  £Dllowed> 
is  taxed  at  forty  eight  to  one,  that  is,  the  tobacco  which 
oan  be  purchased  at  Gibraltar  for  one  real,   must  be 
paid  by  the  Spanish  peasant,  if  he  obey  the  law  and  go  to 
the  e5fa/ico,  forty  eight  reals ;  the  consequence  is  obvious. 
I  visited  the  magnificent  building  commenoed  f<Mr  Uie 
custom  house  of  Malaga,  before  the  French  revolutioD, 
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which  was  htely  finished,  and  ordered  to  be  fitted  as  a 
tobacco  maAuiactory.  They  had  been  at  work  for  two 
years*  The  cigars  were  accomulated  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  and  they  had  sold  two  or  three  boxes 
only.  Any  of  the  wastes  of  lower  Andalusia  would  pro- 
duce tobacco  of  excellent  quality,  and  probably  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  all  Spain,  whilst 
they  i>ay  a  large  sum  for  the  miserable  refuse  of  a  country, 
with  which  they  have  scarcely  any  other  connexion,  and 
the  people  are  deprived  of  a  necessary  of  life,  and  demora- 
lised by  smuggling,  or  occasionally  sent  to  pass  their 
lives  in  presidio^  for  thwarting  this  wretched  system.  I 
believe  inquiries  have  lately  been  made,  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  growing  tobacco  on  the  banks  of  the  Guadal- 
quivir, in  the  plain  above  Seville,  which  there  is  no 
doubt  is  practicable,  but  very  probably  the  i^ega  of 
Malaga,  or  some  of  the  country  near  Gibraltar,  or  some 
parts  of  Catalonia,  which  are  the  soil  of  the  red  sandstone, 
might  be  better  suited  to  its  cultivation.  The  ground 
also  across  the  river,  and  in  the  Sierra  Morena,  is  the 
finest  possible,  and  superior  to  the  alluvial  deposits  of 
the  vale  of  the  <'  Great  River.  "  In  Estremadura  are  vast 
qwuitities  of  the  finest  land,  and  AragOn,  and  many  parts 
of  the  Castiles  appear  equally  suited  to  it.  The  greatest 
loss  probably  of  the  whole  of  the  neglected  branches  of 
agriculture,  isrthat  of  the  mulberry.  It  is  almost  confined 
to  Valencia,-  Catalonia,  Hurcia,  and  a  part  of  Granada. 
A  small' quantity  is  also  grownin  Aragon,  wherel  under- 
stood the  fine  Chinese  silk  worm  had  been  tried  with  per- 
fect success.  On  no  subject  is  there  more  prejudice 
than  in  this,  and  the  government  seems  borne  away  by 
the  torrent,  the  usual  decrees  not  being  published,  and 
the  subject  being  apparently,  out  of  the  routine  of  the 
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offices.  The  whole  of  Estremadura^  of  upper  and 
lower  Andalusia,  of  lower  Navarre,  and  of*  lower  Ara- 
gon,  and  the  interior  of  the  Sierra  Horena,  arc  admi- 
rably suited  to  the  culture  of  trees  which  would  be 
a  mine  of  wealth,  if  attended  to.  There  are  peculiarities 
in  the  climate ;  \Y^e  remarkable  equability  and  steadiness 
of  it,  (ifter  the  vernal  rains  have  passed,  are  only  counter- 
alanced  t^y  the  parching  drought,  which  in  all  these 
districts^  dries  and  withers  up  the  vegetation.  This 
makes  it  indispensable  to  have  water  to  enable  the  tree 
to  recover,  and  reproduce  its  leaves,  as  it  would  otherwise 
perish.  From  the  effects  of  habit,  more  than  from  any 
other  cause,  these  is  a  reluctance  to  engage  in  enterprises 
which  afford  only  a  moderate  profit.  This  requires  the 
attention  of  government,  so  powerfully  is  it  rooted  in 
society.  Of  course  it  is  fatal  to  agriculture,  which  at 
present  gives  only  a  slow  return, 

Agrienltar*. 

The  system  of  letting  land  varies  very  much.  In  many 
parts  the  lands  are  regularly  let,  by  money  rent.  In 
general,  however,  the  destructive  and  improvident  mode 
of  management  by  agents  is  the  practice.  In  others  the 
metmiie  or  dividing  system,  the  parties  sharing  the 
produce,  as  in  Tuscany,  might  be  found.  In  very  many 
places,  the  peasantry  are  masters  of  the  soil,  and  pay  very 
little  rent.  In  a  portion  of  the  vast  possessions  of  Medina 
Celi,  which  came  under  my  observation,  one  ninth  only 
of  the  value  of  the  renul  was  paid  to  the  landlord,  the 
rest  being  consumed  in  taxes  and  other  expences. 
With  this  proportion,  and  the  paying  exorbitant  interest 
when  money  is  required,  it  is  impossible  the  proprietor* 
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can  be  otherwise  than  poor.     Agriculture  is^  in  most 
parte,  in  the  rudest  state. 

The  spring  corn  is  generally  thrown  on  the  ground, 
which  has  not  been  touched,  and  has  all  the  winter  weeds 
remaining  in  it.  It  is  then  scratched  in  with  a  mise- 
rable plough,  and  left  to  nature.  The  dryness  of  the 
climate  causes  this  to  be  a  trifling  evil,  for  the  heat  sets 
in,  the  com  ripens,  and  the  weeds  perish  together. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  the  south,  to  see  men  returning 
from  plough,  seated  on  a  mule,  or  even  on  an  ass,  with 
their  whole  apparatus  tied  on  by  their  sides.  Every  thing 
is  in  the  same  proportion.  If  yon  ask  them  why  they 
do  not  improve,  the  answer  would  be,  who  is  to  pay  the 
expense?  We  have  already  more  corn  than  we  can  sell 
or  consume,  and  we  follow  the  plan  of  our  ancestors.  We 
should  pause  before  condemning  this  reasoning  when  we 
see  in  England,  four  horses  and  a  bullock,  dragging  one 
plough,  yoked  in  a  line,  and  four  magnificent  horses  to  a 
wheel  plough  as  in  Hampshire,  where  they  can  only  plead 
in  part  the  same  excuse.  The  oriental  scriptural  practice 
of  ploughing  with  many  yoke  together,  is  very  much 
practised  in  Andalusia,  where  I  have  counted  the  number, 
of  twelve,  as  in  the  calling  of  Eleazar. 

There  are  three  great  state  jobbers  or  public  underta- 
kers, who  are  indispensable  in  the  present  state  of  insec- 
urity of  property,  and  the  difficulty  of  prevailing  on  indi- 
viduals to  enter  into  speculations,  or  produce  funds  to 
execute  public  works.  The  public  treasurer  Remisa,  is 
one,  whos operations  areon  the  smallest  cale,  being  chiefly 
confined  to  roads,  and  to  some  afiairs  in  mines.  The  gre- 
atest is  Riera,  a  Catalan  of  obscure  history,  whose  means, 
appear  gigantic,  although  itisprobableylike  every  one  con- 
nected with  government,  in  this  country,  his  final  ruin 
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w  ill  be  the  result.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  escape  the 
meshesy  in  which  every  one  who  deals  in  publiccontracts, 
is  enveloped.  Besides  ihe  derechodepuertasy  described 
under  the  head  of  reTenue,  he  farms  the  royal  anenab, 
the  government  having  wisely  given  up  the  management 
of  these  expensive  establishmentSi  and  consigned  the 
trifling  work  now  necessary,  to  contract.  He  has  a  large 
share  in  the  impresa  of  the  guarda  cosiasj  of  which  it  is 
doubtful,  if  in  the  end,  it  pay  the  expense ;  and  he  has 
speculations  ip  lands,  etc.  Aguado«  the  court  banker, 
who  resides  at  Paris,  is  returning  a  part  of  the  enormous 
fortune  he  has  made  in  a  few  years,  by  outwitting  the 
French  stockbrokers^  and  by  successful  management  in 
the  intricate  paths  of  speculation  in  loans,  and  other 
financial  operations,  in  a  mode  which  will  probably  cause 
his  name  to  be  remembered,  when  the  impure  origin  of 
his  fortune  is  forgotten.  He  has  undertaken  to  com* 
plebe  the  canal  of  Castile,  or,  as  it  ought  to  be  called,  of 
old  Castile,  which  the  government  could  never  have 
effected  in  these  times^  on  conditions  which  appear  fair 
and  equitable.  The  canal  is  to  be  finished  in  seven  years, 
of  which  two  are  expired,  the  contractor  and  his  posterity 
enjoying  a  fixed  rate  of  toll  for  eighty  years.  The  work 
is  principally  done  by  presidiariosj  or  convicts,  of  which 
the  present  state  of  law  in  Spain  affords  an  ample  supply. 
These  are  furnished' by  government,  but  the  expences, 
undercertainregulationsof  diet,  etc.,  arepaidby  the  con* 
tractors.  The  canal  commences  near  Reynosa,  in  the 
montana  de  Santarnder,  fifteen  leagues  dislmt  from  the 
port  of  the  same  name,  to  which  there  is  a  project  of 
making  a  rail  way  of  communication.  From  thenoe  it 
passes  by  Palencia  to  Valladolid,  and  then,  by  two 
branches,  to  Rio  Seco,  and  Prados  de  Atbumes.     Tb« 
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whole  will  be  about  seventy  miles  in  lenglh,  the  branches 
ioduded ;  a  small  distance  in  the  plains  of  Castile,  but 
of  vast  importance,  as  the  commencement  of  a  system, 
which  may  be  increased  to  the  improvement  of  those 
unproductive  wastes.  Beside  this  great  enterprise,  are 
those  of  draining  marshes  in  lower  Andalusia,  another 
plan  of  great  utility,  and  certain  profit,  in  which  both 
Aguado  and  Riera  are  concerned. 

Mode  of  ooUeeting  the  Rereirae* 

The  ordinary  collection  of  the  revenue ,  is  vested  in 
the  intendentes^  who  have  appointments  at  will,  of 
provinces  varying  in  size  and  importance,  but  it  is 
generally  understood  that,  unless  in  cases  of  misconduct, 
the  duration  is  for  five  years.  Their  powers  are  very 
great,  and  their  office  can  scarcely,  in  the  present  state 
of  Spain,  be  performed,  without  giving  dissatisfaction, 
and  creating  discontent. 

This  class  of  functionaries  are  almost  invariably  men 
of  low  ori^n,  very  many  of  them  having  been  originally* 
escribanos.  They  rise  gradually,  their  interest  increa- 
sing in  the  ratio  of  their  wealth  and  their  success  in 
management ;  that  is,  of  their  robbery.  The  maritime 
districts  are  the  most  sought  after,  owing  to  the  enor- 
motts  gains  which  result  from  the  favouring  contra- 
band-dealings. 

Their  functions  are  nominally  independent  of  the 
Captain  general,  or  chief  military  authority,  but,  for 
various  reasons,  they  are  sometimes  at  variance,  some- 
times yielding  to,  or  acting  in  concert,  whiltt  at  times 
they  beard  hirti  with  impunity. 

Besides  the  intendfente,  there  is  a  treasurer  or  reciever 
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general  of  the  province.  These  two  functionaries  are 
naturally  in  close  contact^  and  in  general  have  an  un- 
derstanding together ;  but  it  sometimes  happens  that 
the  integrity  of  one  is  a  check  in  the  rapacity  of  the 
other.  The  office  of  military  paymaster  was  formerly 
sometimes  united  with  the  chief  executive  authority, 
but  of  late  it  has  been  wisely  separated,  and  now  mer- 
ges in  the  intendencia. 

As  in  every  other  department,  the  jealousy  of 
authorities  so  nearly  balanced,  is  a  constant  source  of 
prejudice  to  the  public  service.  The  most  arduous 
part  of  their  duty  is  to  enforce  the  payment  of  arrears 
of  taxes^  which  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  in  a 
country  where  universal  distress  and  inability  to  pay 
exist,  where  the  people  are  naturally  slow,  and  skilled 
by  long  practice  in  procrastination  and  evasion,  where 
the  fiscal  is  considered  a  common  enemy,  and  every 
one  is  ready  to  assist  his  neighbour  in  eluding  and 
defeating  the  claims  of  it.  In  some  parts  it  is  customary 
for  the  people,  in  order  to  avoid  personal  litigation 
and  oppression ,  to  agree  with  the  intendentes  for  a 
certain  sum,  which  is  then  levied  amongst  themselves, 
and  paid  in  the  mass.  These  districts  are  termed 
Encabezados.  When  the  arrears  are  not  paid,  an 
expensive  process  is  carried  on  against  the  district,  in 
the  manner  of  an  exchequer  suit,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity are  frequently  involved  in  difficulty,  or  probably 
ruined.  It  is  still  worse  when  individuals  are  singled 
out  in  these  places,  which  have  not  made  the  contract. 
In  these  cases,  after  the  preliminary  forms  have  been 
gone  through,  a  posse  of  the  scum  and  offal  of  the 
human  race  issue  forth,  like  the  destroying  angel,  or 
the  simoom  of  the  desert,  blasting  and  withering  every 
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thing  they  touch.  They  seize  on  the  unhappy  victim, 
sell  hb  furniture,  his  oxen,  or  his  routes^  the  only  capital 
he  possesses.  The  product  is  consumed  in  the  expences, 
and  in  feeding  these  harpies ;  the  state  gains  nothing, 
and  a  valuable  subject  is  reduced  to  utter  and  irre- 
trievable ruin,  and  is  either  forced  to  emigrate  from 
his  native  place,  or  probably,  if  he  be  of  a  bold  and 
active  turn,  to  join  a  band  of  robbers.  Where  matters 
are  not  carried  to  this  extremity,  the  evils  are  very 
great  by  processes,  which  fall  on  the  richer  inhabitants, 
or  those  who  occupy  the  better  houses,  which  are  rated 
by  classes.  Many  of  them  are  obliged  to  retire  into 
smaller,  or  leave  the  place.  Thus  the  burdens  are 
increased  of  those  who  remain,  and  struggle  to  maintain 
their  rank  amongst  their  neighbours,  as  no  abatement 
or  reduction  is  ever  made,  and  the  demands  are  enforced, 
until  the  whole  village  is  reduced  to  beggary,  and 
gradually  disappears.  Financial  troubles  are  aggravated 
by  the  difficulty,  next  to  impossibility,  of  raising  money, 
but  on  terms  ruinous  to  the  borrower. 

These  causes  are  in  silent  but  ceaseless  operation 
over  most  parts  of  Spain,  and  are  yearly  abstracting 
valuable. capital  from  the  common  stock,  and  adding 
despoblados  to  the  vast  tracts  which  already  fall  under 
that  denomination,  many  of  which,  a  few  generations 
ago,  were  flourishing  and  populous,  and  full  of  towns 
and  villages.  These  evils  are  augmented  by  the  cha- 
racter of  the  people,  who  submit  to  misfortune  with 
most  enduring  patience,  not  stupid  apathy  or  indiffe- 
rence ,  nor  the  mode  common  in  some  countries,  of 
distorting  the  view,  and  believing  misfortunes  to  be 
advantages,  but  from  the  operation  of  what  is  termed 
in  France,  heureuse  org^o/ii^a^OTi,  a  buoyant  cheerfulness 
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and  elasticity  of  mind,  possessed  in  an  equal  degree 
by  no  other. 

If  the  occurrence  of  such  things  were  mentioned  at 
Madrid,  they  would  plead  necessity,  the  '^  sturdy  adver* 
sary, ''  as  the  French  republicans  defended  the  issue  of 
their  aasignats  and  other  acts.  They  would  ask  the 
inquirer,  how  the  retenue  was  to  be  raised?  who  was  to 
pay  the  army  and  the  charges  of  the  state?  How  were 
you  to  deal  with  regular  combinations  to  resist,  under 
OTery  pretext,  the  payment  of  the  fiscal,  who  was  con- 
sidered, by  general  consent,  a  common  enemy?  They 
might  probably  add,  in  the  official  phrase  when  the  worst 
decrees  are  promulgated,  that  the  pMemo  corazon  del 
Jle  seria  conmouidOf  at  the  recital  of  such  distresses, 
but  where  was  the  remedy  ?  They  might  produce  the  ins- 
tructions to  the  intendentes  and  other  authorities,  who 
are  enjoined,  in  the  most  eloquent  language,  to  temper 
justice  with  mercy,  to  be  kind,  patient  and  charitable 
to  the  people,  and  ask  how  it  were  possible  such  things 
should  pass,  under  a  system,  where,  certainly  every 
virtue  is  ordered  to  be  exercised  by  the  functionaries. 

The  charges  on  the  land  are  so  high  in  most  parts, 
that  it  is  quite  incredible  how  the  labradoresj  or  cul« 
tiyators  can  exist  at  all.  There  are  the  tithes,  fr<»n 
which  very  few  parts  are  exempt.  The  voto  de  Santiago 
which  is  a  rate  levied  on  each  plough  before  it  is  put  into 
theground.  This  Ux  is  paid  to  the  chapter  of  Santiago,  in 
grateful  recollection  of  the  services  performed  by  the 
saint,  who  appeared  on  a  white  horse  at  the  battle  of 
Clavijo,  and  assisted  in  destroying  the  Moors,  in  the 
manner  of  Castor  and  Pollux  at  the  lake  Regillus.  This 
tax  is  confined  to  the  provinces,  then  in  possession  of 
the  infidels,  and  the  possessors  of  lands  are  thus  doomed 
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to  pay  for  d^e  inisfortunes  of  their  ancestors,  although 
many  of  them  aided  in  the  expubion  of  the  MfJiometans. 
Id  some  parts,  there  are  manorial  rights  on  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  like  the  old  customs  of  mills  in  England, 
and  otlier  charges  and  obligations  of  the  same  sort. 
There  are  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  land  taxea 
paid  to  gO¥emment|  which  are  enormously  heavy,  and 
were  considered  ruinous,  but  have  lately  been  increased, 
to  pay  for  the  jojeuse  entree  of  the  duke  d'Angou- 
Mme.  The  province  of  the  kingdom  of  Aragon  has 
always  paid  a  heavy  general  land  tax,  under  the  namf»  ot 
eadastroy  which  was  considered  a  full  equivalent  to  the 
tharges  on  ihe  lands  in  other  parts  of  Spain,  under  dif* 
ferent  denominations,  and  even  to  bear  heavier  than  in 
most  of  them.  A  demand  was  lately  made  of  the  general 
ratM  of  Castile,  in  addition  to  the  old  tax,  not  a  particle 
of  which  was  proposed  to  be  remitted.  When  I  was  at 
Zaragoza,  the  proprietors  were  opposing  this  iniquitous 
imposition  on  lands  of  which  the  produce  was  almost 
uoaaleable,  and  the  owners  in  a  state  of  ruin,  but  with 
very  little  chance  of  success.  When  the  com  is  trodden 
out,  which  is  done  immediately  after  it  is  gathered,  the 
Franciscans,  and  other  mendicant  friars  appear  with 
humble,  supplicating  looks  and  kind  words,  and  as  they 
often  perform  the  real  work  of  the  upper  ranks  of  the 
hierarchy,  and  are  generally  popular  among  the  distri* 
batora,  they  are  seldom  refused  a  share,  especially  if  it 
be  a  good  year.  Next  comes  the  sending  to  market, 
often  at  great  distances^  on  roads  only  practicable  for 
mulesv  the  derechode  puertas;  the  dues  of  the  alhondiga^ 
or  corn  market;  a  forced  right  of  metage;  the  whole 
crowned  by  ruinously  low  prices,  and  uncertain  de- 
mand, which  in  some  provinces  causes  it  to  be  a  problem,^ 
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whether  a  good  crop  or  a  bad  one  be  the  greater  evil, 
and  that  the  people  are  starving  in  the  midst  of  abundance. 
In  some  parts  they  have  to  pay  what  is  called  primicias, 
consisting  of  the  entire  produce  of  the  first  year  on  lands 
newly  brought  into  cultivation,  a  fatal  impediment  to 
the  improvement  of  the  soil  in  parts  where  it  is  most  re- 
quired. In  addition  to  these  charges  are  those  of  culti- 
vation, the  wages  being  high,  in  a  country  where  hands 
are  scarce,  and  the  men  who  raise  the  crop  have  often 
to  travel  great  distances  to  arrive  at  the  scene  of  theer 
operations.  A  statute  of  limitation  to  the  claims  of  the 
treasury  is  very  much  wanted.  There  are  processes  at 
law  going  on,  at  a  cost  ruinous  to  the  parties,  to  recover 
the  amount  of  taxes  claimed  as  arrears  unpaid^  at  the  time 
the  lands  were  actually  in  possession  of  the  French 
during  the  war  of  independance,  and  subject  to  the  exac« 
tions  of  war  and  military  execution  j  the  parties  in 
many  instancesbeing  long  since  dead*  or  the  property 
having  passed  into  other  hands.  A  decree  came  out 
in  1833  on  this  subject,  in  answer  to  some  new  quibbles 
raised  by  the  escribanosj  expressing  with  the  utmost 
naivete  the  king's  surprise  that  any  further  objection 
should  be  made  to  pay  claims  so  evidently  just  and  rea- 
sonable,  admitting  however  that  proofs  of  requisitions 
made,  and  assistance  afibrded  to  his  allies,  during  thai 
period,  should  be  considered  equivalent.  The  villages 
which  consist  entirely  or  chiefly  odairadores,  mentioned 
before,  and  whose  consumption  of  articles  furnishing 
direct  revenue,  is  so  small  that  it  amoimts  to  Uttle  or 
nothing,  are  occasionally  subject  to  a  peculiar  mode  of 
contribution.  A  calculation  is  made  of  the  quantity  of 
tobacco  and  salt  (the  principal  exciseable  articles),  which 
they  ought  to  consimie.     These  are  transmitted  to  them^ 
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without  being  required  or  demanded,  and  are  placed 
under  the  charge  of  the  alcalde,  who  is  made  respon- 
sible for  the  amount.  The  people  are  forced,  from 
want  of  means  of  paying,  to  do  without,  or  obtain  sup- 
plies from  contraband  dealers  at  a  cheaper  rate.  There 
is  consequently  no  sate,  and  the  officer  at  the  stated  time 
being  called  on  for  payment,  is  frequently  ruined  by  the 
sums  thus  exacted  from  him.  Amongst  the  extra  charges 
on  the  rural  communes,  in  some  parts  there  are  a  set  of 
yermin,  who  live  by  performing  peregrinations  with 
proclamations,  issued  at  intervals,  in  the  manner  of 
ours  against  vice  and  profaneness.  The  proclamations 
are  against  theatres  and  other  amusements,  and  are  car- 
ried about  by  these  heralds,  to  places  where  a  theatre 
was  never  heard  of.  They  are  paid  very  heavily  for  their 
work  by  the  people  whose  morals  they  are  intrusted  jiviih 
the  care  of  preserving* 

Amongst  the  extraordinary  modes  of  raising  revenue 
is  one,  which  is  happily  rare,  and  is  illegal,  but  it  has 
been  in  practice  very  lately  in  a  province,  where  the 
people  drew  it  on  themselves  by  adhering  to  a  worthless 
cause,  which  would  leave  little  subject  of  regret,  but 
that  in  such  cases  the  guilty  and  innocent  inevitably 
suffer  together.  The  Captain  general,  or  chief  military 
commandant,  makes  a  progress  or  tour  of  inspection  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  provinces  under  his  com- 
mand. On  arriving  at  certain  places,  he  expresses  dis- 
satisfaction with  their  state.  What  is  called  a  protest  is 
drawn  up  against  them.  A  sum  is  ordered  to  be  paid 
forth  with  under  pain  of  much  worse  consequences,  and  is 
summarily  levied  in  the  manner  of  a  war  contribution. 
The  money  thus  raised  is  divided  into  three  parts,  one  of 
which  goes  to  the  king,  one  to  the  levying  officer,  and  the 
2  4 
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remaiiHler  to  pay  the  law  expences,  and  feed  the  jackak 
and  vultures  who  follow  the  camp,  and  assist  in  winding 
the  prey.  The  province  is  thus  successively  cropped  by 
a  mode  which  is  purely  oriental,  and  seems  the  connecting 
link  of  administration  between  the  governmentsof  Europe 
with  those  of  Asia  and  Africa. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


Marbles. 


The  marbles  of  Spain  are  in  greater  variety  and 
beauty  than  those  of  any  country  in  Europe,  and  most 
valuable  kinds  of  them  are  in  situations  of  easy  access, 
and  communication  with  the  sea;  but  they  have  long 
been  entirely  neglected,  the  grealerpart  being  unknown 
even  to  the  more  intelligent  of  the  natives.  The  whole 
secondary  range,  which  extends  through  Catalonia  and 
Aragon  to  Gibraltar,  affords  in  every  part  excellent 
marbles  of  about  the  same  qualities  and  colours  as  are 
found  in  most  of  the  secondary  countries,  but  as  they 
are  not  remarkable,  we  will  pass  on  to  the  more  va* 
luable  species,  some  of  which  are  unique.  Unlike  other 
regions,  where  these  productions  of  nature  are  found 
in  scanty  portions,  they  are  dealt  out  in  Spain  in  vast 
quantities,  forming  entire  cerros,  or  mountains.  In  Ca* 
talonia  are  many  kinds,  but  few  of  extraordinary  beauty. 
The  nummulite  limestone,   which  occurs  in  different 


*  To  mch  readen  as  are  not  geologists,  it  may  be  necessary  to  obserre  that  the' 
Barbies  are  given  in  their  economical  view  and  are  separated  for  the  sake  ofdeamess- 
from  the  geology,  with  which  they  are  connected  naturally,  in  order  (o  shew  the 
fesonrces  of  Spain  in  this  interesting  branch.  The  same  observation  applies  equally, 
tDthemiacs. 
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situations  along  the  coast  of  that  province^  admits  of 
polish,  and  the  minute  organic  forms  give  an  interest- 
ing variety  to  it.  The  marble,  or  jaspe  de  Tortosa, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  appears  to  be  an  agglomerate 
of  marie,  with  shells,  seemingly  oysters,  of  the  most 
delicate  colours,  red,  white  and  yellow.  The  finer 
qualities  are  of  exquisite  beauty,  and  may  be  seen  in 
every  part  of  Spain ,  in  churches  or  in  houses,  and  at 
one  time  it  was  extensively  exported.  Quantities  of  it 
are  met  with  in  Italy,  especially  at  Genoa  and  Rome, 
where  it  is  known  by  the  name  of  bwcatella  di  Spagna. 
The  finest  specimens  I  know  in  Spain,  are  the  columns 
of  the  shrine  of  N.  S.  del  Pilar,  at  Zaragoza,  which  are 
very  large,  and  of  exquisite  beauty.  At  Escatron,  in  the 
district  of  Daroca,  on  the  line  between  Zaragoza  and 
Valencia,  occurs  a  formation  of  [white  alabaster,  as  fine 
as  that  of  Volterra,  in  such  quantities,  that  entire 
groupes  and  reiablos  are  sculptured  from  it  in  the  for- 
mer place.  Near  Valencia  there  are  excellent  red  and 
black,  and  yellow  and  white  marbles  affording  large 
blocks.  The  former  is  common  in  the  churches,  and 
may  be  seen  in  the  new  chapel  at  Santo  Domingo,  the 
latter  in  the  inner  sacristy,  or  the  vestry  of  the  arch- 
bishop at  the  cathedral,  a  modern  construction,  where 
there  are  four  beautiful  columns  cut  out  of  a  single 
block  of  it.  In  a  sculptor^s  shop  I  saw  basalt,  exactly 
like  the  Egyptian,  which  they  said  was  brought  from 
some  place  in  the  neighbourhood.  TheSierra  de  Cuenca, 
besides  abundance  of  good  common  marble,  furnishes 
a  peculiar  deep  red  with  yellow  gold  coloured  veins, 
which  is  seen  at  the  palace  at  Madrid,  and  in  many- 
churches.  It  seems  to  be  an  indurated  marie.  In  Cas- 
tile, there  is  at  Segovia,  or  near  it,  a  beautiful  red  and 
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yellow ,  like  the  giallo  antico,  with  delicate  stains  of 
green,  like  drops  of  water,  caused  no  doubt  by  oxydizcJ 
metal.  Near  Toledo  is  white,  and  white  and  blue  pri- 
mary large  grained  limestone,  I  believe  of  inferior 
quality.  At  Cogolludo,  near  Guadalaxara,  is  said  to  be 
alabaster.  It  is  very  probable,  on  examination,  the  lime- 
stone range  near  Sacedon  will  give  good  specimens  of 
common  marbles.  At  Madrid  the  ordinary  building 
materials  are  granite,  with  brick,  and  the  white  lime- 
stone of  Colmenar,  which  answers  for  common  sculpture. 
Many  of  the  statues  of  Pereyra  are  made  of  it.  In  Estre- 
madura  is  a  T^hite  primary  limestone,  known  at  Madrid 
as  marble  of  Badajos.  I  am  ignorant  of  its  exact  situa- 
tion, but  it  is  probably  from  the  Sierra  Morena,  where 
it  is  seen  on  the  line  of  road  between  Seville  and  that 
place.  In  the  chain  between  Leon  and  Oviedo  is  an 
excellent  black  and  white  marble,  and  in  another  part 
of  Asturias,  a  crystalline  white,  which,  I  was  informed 
by  the  king^s  sculptor  at  Madrid,  is  so  like  Parian,  that 
they  repair  the  statues  with  it,  and  it  cannot  be  distin* 
guished.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  extent  or  situation  of 
this  formation,  having  only  ascertained  it  since  I  was 
in  Asturias,  and  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  further 
information.  It  is  in  all  probability  in  the  western  part 
of  the  province,  nearer  to  the  Galician  borders,  as  no 
formation  of  the  sort  occurs  in  any  part  I  visited.  These 
valuable  specimens,  however,  are  far  transcended  by 
the  rich  districts  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 
•  On  the  north  side,  at  Cabra,  and  at  Luque,  are  red 
and  yellow  marbles,  in  no  way  inferior,  probably  supe- 
rior, to  the  giallo  aniico\  which  they  resemble.  Near 
Malaga,  not  more  than  a  league  from  the  city,  is  an 
entire  cerro  of  the  same  colours,  but  still  finer  and  more 
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delicate,  aud  ihere  are  quanlilies  of  it  in  the  Alpujarras. 
Near  Graiiada,'  where  the  springs  rise  that  supply  the 
city,  is  a  vast  aqueous  deposition  of  carbonate  of  lime, 
which  is  used  in  the  churches    and    other  buildings. 
It  is  dark  coloured  and  of  far  inferior  beauty  to  that  of 
Hijas.     The  other  building  materials  at  Granada,  are  the 
secondary  limestone  of  the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  which,  is 
a  dark  grey  with  red  veins ;   a  recent  agglomerate  of 
marine  materials  at  E^scuzar,  and  an  inferior  sandstone, 
only  used  for  very  common  purposes,  which  is  a  recent 
formation  in  the  Vega,  at  a   short  distance  from  the 
city.     The  celebrated  serpentine  or  green  of  Granada, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  is  brought  from  the  barranco 
of  San-Juan  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Sierra  Nevada, 
at  about  four  or  five  hours  ride  from  the  city.  The  best 
quarry  is  in  the  bed  of  the  Xenil,  which  requires  tq  be 
dammed  out,  and  very  much  increases  the  expense  of 
working  it.     It  is  generally  a  deep  green  and  black,  a 
few  specimens  only  having  white  crystals.     The  colours 
are  very  fine.     The  inferior  qualities  are  tinged  with 
red,  probably  oxyd  of  iron,  and  have  a  rusty  appearance. 
The  chapel  of  St. -Miguel  in  the  cathedral  of  Granada, 
is  a  specimen  of  the  inferior  quality  of  this  marble,  as 
it  is  termed  in  Spain*     It  may  be  seen  in  most  of  the 
cathedrals,  especially  Toledo  and  Segovia,  in  the  richer 
churches,  and  in  many  houses,  but  the  finest  examples 
are  those  of  the  columns  of  the  altar  of  the  Salesas,  a 
conirent  at  Madrid,  and  those  still  finer  of  the   trans* 
parente  in  the  cathedral  of  Cuenca,  which  have  bronze 
capitals,  and  were  ti-ansported  there  at  an  incredible 
expense.     It   is  now   wholly  unwrought,   although  a 
trifling  expense   would  repair  the  rude   carril,  which 
may    he  slill  traced  in  ascending    the    mountain,   by 
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which  these  magnificent  blocks  were  brought  to  Gra- 
nada.    The  marble  of  Ix>xay  near  Granada,  is  of  pe- 
culiar, and  as  far  as  I  know,  of  unique  beauty.     It  is 
a  light  rose  or  salmon  colour,  with  purple  dendritic 
forms  quite  through  the  mass,  and  bears  a  fine  polish. 
It  may  be  seen  in  the  palace,  and  in  many  churches, 
bat  the  finest  block  I   know  is  in  the  sacristy  of  the 
cathedral  at  Granada,  where  there  is  a  table  nine  feet 
long.     There  was   a  companion  in  the  other  sacristy, 
but  it  was  destroyed  by  the  falling  of  the  roof,  caused 
by  an  earthquake  a  few  years  since.     It  is  found  in  greal 
quantities,  in  a  situation  of  easy  access  to  Malaga;  it 
works  easily,  is  without  flaws,   and  is  admirably  suited 
for  chimney  pieces  and  tables.     At  Mijas,  seven  leagues 
from   Malaga,   in  an  angle  above   the  sea,  is   a  vast 
deposit  of  aqueous  f  u/b,  known  by  the  name  of  Marmol 
de  ^guas,  from  its  appearance  and  not  from  its  origin. 
It  seems  a  common  mechanical  deposit,  but  it  is  of 
singular  beauty,  quite  equal  or  superior  to  the  oriental 
alabaster  of  Rome,  and  is  in  inexhaustible  quantities. 
It  may  found  in  almost  every  part   of  Spain,  having 
been  extensively  used. — At  Genoa,  and  in  other  parts 
of  Italy,   it  is  one   of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the 
churches,  but  the  finest  specimen  of  it  is  the  chapel  of 
the  Incamacion  in  the  cathedral  at  Malaga,  which  is 
entirely  formed  of  it,  and  has  columns  of  twenty  five 
feet  high. — ^Bl.)cks,  with  fragments   of- blue  limestone 
enveloped  in  them,  which  when  polished,  have  a  curious 
effect,  may  be  seen  at  ihe  back  of  the  choir  in-  the 
same  church.     Below  Mijas  on  the  coast  is  white  primary 
granular  limestone,  resembling  the  large  grained  Parian, 
and  that    of  Naxos,   and  in  the>  barrancos  and  water 
courses  at  Marbclla,  and  on  the  beach  between  Malaga 
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and  that  place,  are  numerous  rolled  fragments  of  it, 
from  the  interior,  of  the  finest  white  and  blue.  I  am 
ig^Dorant  whether  this  formation  has  ever  been  examined, 
much  less  wrought,  for  which  its  local  situation,  and 
proximity  of  the  coast,  are  extremely  favorable.  The 
marble  of  I^njaron  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
world.  It  is  an  aqueous  deposit  of  pure  while,  envelo** 
ping  red  marble  and  other  substances,  which  give  varieties 
of  form  and  colour  of  the  most  exquisite  beauty.  Some 
varieties  resemble  agates,  on  an  enlarged  scale.  The 
finest  examples  of  its  use  are  in  the  magnificent  sacristy 
of  the  Cartuxa  at  Granada,  which  is  entirely  liued  with 
it,  and  it  may  be  seen  in  many  churches  and  houses 
in  diCTerent  parts,  but  is  no  longer  quarried,  and  the 
site  is  scarcely  known.  The  village  of  Lanjaron  is  eight 
le^igues  from  Granada,  and  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  new  carriage  road  constructing  to  Motril.  la  the 
Alpujarras,  between  Berja  and  Cadiar,  is  a  beautiful 
iridescent  granular  limestone,  giving  most  brilliant  lints 
to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  vallies  of  the  Alpujarras  are  full  of  rolled  frag- 
ments of  most  exquisite  colours.  The  most  valuable  of 
the  whole  however,  in  an  economical  point  of  view, 
is  the  white  statuary  marble  of  Macael,  which  is  one 
League  from  Purchena,  eight  from  Baza,  and  about  twelve 
from  Almeria.  There  are  a  variety  of  beds,  some  of 
very  inferior  quality,  some  blue,  and  blue  and  white. 
These  quarries  were  discovered  by  the  Moors  ( if  not  by 
the  Romans  )  and  extensively  wrought  by  them.  All 
the  white  marble  in  the  Alhambra  is  from  Macael,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  that  seen  in  the  cathedrals  and 
houses  in  every  part  of  Spain,  is  from  thence;  excepting 
nt  Cadiz  and  other  sea  ports,  which  were  supplied  from 
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Carrara.  The  quality  varies  very  much,  as  is  usiial  in 
all  formationsy  and  a  prejudice  exists  against  it,  1  found, 
from  those  who  had  only  seen  the  inferior  samples. 
Some  of  it  is  of  a  flinty  texture,  which  makes  it  difScult 
and  refractory  to  the  chisel. — There  are  stains  of  a  light 
brown  tinge  in  most  blocks  of  it,  but  they  are  nearly 
imperceptible  in  the  finer  qualities.  The  most  exten« 
sive  application  of  it  to  sculpture  is  the  tomb  of  the 
archbishop  of  Granada  by  Adan  *.  This  bed  had 
escaped  notice,  most  probably  from  its  position  on  the 
summit  of  the  range,  or  the  difficulty  of  transporting 
the  blocks  prevented  the  Moors  availing  themselves  of 
it.  Extensive  works  had  been  carried  on  last  century 
by  some  Yalencians  in  a  part  pointed  out  to  me  where 
the  beds  had  failed,  and  it  appeared  to  have  been  of 
inferior  quality.  From  the  neglect  with  which  all 
native  resources  have  met  with  for  a  long  period,  the 
government  has  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  Carrara 
marble  to  supply  their  wants;  it  is  brought  to  Ali- 
cante or  Valencia ;  and  considerable  quantities  are  still 
left  in  the  magazines  at  Madrid.  They  were  laying 
the  floor  of  the  beautiful  hall  of  sculpture  with  it,  while 
the  workmen  of  Macael  were  starving*  At  Seville  the 
innumerable  columns  in  the  houses  and  churches  are 
chiefly  of  the  white  marble  of  Estcpa,  near  Ecija,  which 
also  forms  the  pavements  of  their  patios  :  the  same 
mountain  also  gives  blue  marble  of  similar  quality. 
This  marble,  I  have  been  informed,  is  too  flinty  for 
sculpture,  and  that  of  the  Sierra  Morena  still  more  so. 
The  statues  pf  the  palace  of  Medina  Celi  at  Seville, 
are  antiqtuf,  and  were  brought  from  Rome.     Those  of 

*  See  chapter  the  second. 
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the  Aleazar,  at  least  the  celebrated  ones  of  Santiponce, 
which  I  esamined,  resemble  do  Spanish  marble  I  haye 
seen,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  Pentelican,  although  the 
sculpture  has  more  of  the  best  Roman  character.  A 
marble  of  blood  red  and  white  is  not  uncommon  at 
Seville,  which  is  from  Moron,  the  termination  of  the 
Serrania  de  Ronda.  There  is  a  fine  block  of  it  in  the 
sacristy  of  the  Franciscan  church. 

The  innumerable  columns  of  the  cathedral  at  Cordova 
are  of  various  kinds,  but  the  varieties  have  been  much 
exaggerated.  Many  of  them  are  antique,  from  other 
edifices,  and  many,  from  the  state  they  are  in,  and 
the  obscurity  of  their  situation,  cannot  be  distin- 
guished, but  most ,  of  the  best  Moorish  workmanship 
appear  to  be  of  the  blue  marble  of  Estepa.  The 
ciceroni  say  that  the  blue  are  from  the  Sierra  de  Elvirai 
which  does  not  produce  any  such,  nor  would  the 
Moors  have  gone  to  such  a  distance,  for  the  inferior 
marble  of  that  Sierra. 

The  marbles  of  the  northern  provinces  are  boasted 
of  by  the  people,  but  I  found  no  specimens  of  any  value, 
although  they  form  excellent  building  materials.  They 
are  chiefly  dull  black  and  grey.  The  church  of  St.- 
Ignacio  is  built  of  them,  and  the  inside  is  chiefly  of  po- 
lished specimens,  but  the  fine  inlaid  work  is  from  samples 
of  other  parts,  principally  of  the  southern  provinces. 

Hones. 

One  of  the  greatest  losses  Spain  has  sustained  in 
the  disastrous  periods  of  her  modem  history,  is  that  of 
the  breeds  of  horses,  of  which  the  best  are  nearly  extinct. 
The  government  are  endeavouring,  but  hitherto  ineffec- 
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lually,  to  recover  this  lost  source  of  weahh,  and  the  land- 
holders, are  too  poor  or  too  indolent  to  be  able  to  afford 
the  expense  and  care  necessary  for  rearing  animals  of 
better  blood .  Decrees  in  abundance  are  issued ,  premiums 
are  oifered,  fines  are  imposed  on  the  breeders  of  inferior 
sorts,  and  encouragement  of  every  kind  offered,  but 
without  avail.  The  labradores,  or  farmers,  cannot 
expend  the  necessary  capital  to  produce  animals  for 
which  there  would  be  no  certain  remuneration,  and  the 
possessing  of  which,  in  some  districts,  would  only  draw 
the  attention  of  robbers,  or  increase  the  demands  of  the 
intendente.  I  saw  the  studs  of  two  wealthy  noblemen 
in  Andalusia,  who  had  the  most  ample  means  of  possessing 
the  finest  breeds.  They  each  had  three  or  four  indifferent 
saddle  horses,  and  were  drawn  about  by  mules.  The 
finest  horses  in  Spain,  in  ancient  times,  were  bred  in  the 
northern  provinces,  which  have  considerable  advantages 
over  the  southern,  on  account  of  the  abundant  succulent 
pastiures.  Those  of  Navarre  are  still  known  for  their 
vigour  and  hardiness,  but  they  have  degenerated  into 
mere  ponies^  which  are  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world. 
Numbers  may^be  seen  in  the  fair  of  St.-Firmin  at  Pam* 
plona,  where  they  were  offered  so  cheap,  that  I  suggested 
sending  a  cargo  of  them  to  London,  as  they  could  be 
easily  shipped  at  Bilboa.  They  are  thorough  bred  horses 
in  miniature,  and  are  docile  and  sure  footed.  A  breed- 
ing establishment  has  been  formed  at  Vittoria,  but  the 
horses  selected  were  bad  specimens,  and  likely  to  dis* 
credit  the  experiment.  At  Benevente  there  is  a  collec- 
tion of  large  andill  selected  Flemish  and  Norman  horses, 
which  seem  likely  to  discourage  the  attempts  of  intro- 
ducing foreign  breeds,  and  to  retard,  rather  than 
advance  the  object.— The  great  desideratum  is  the  intro- 
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cluction  of  solid  and  substantial  breeds,  like  the  Meck- 
lenburgh  or  common  English  horses. — They  cannot  find 
good  draught  horses  for  the  artillery,  which  a  dislike  lo 
the  long  ears  of  the  mules  prevent  them  allowing, 
although  they  are  much  better  suited  to  the  purpose 
than  their  horses.  I  have  heard,  from  the  best  autho- 
rities on  these  subjects,  that  the  common  Spanish  horse 
is  almost  unfit  for  real  service,  from  the  manner  they  are 
broken,  and  quite  unequal  to  (he  steadiness  necessary 
to  drag  artillery  on  bad  roads.  The  celebrated  breed  of 
the  king  at  Cordova  is  nearly  extinct.  With  greal  diffi- 
culty I  found  one  horse,  upwards  of  twenty  years  old, 
but  a  noble  animal  of  great  power,  and  good  form.  In 
his  best  days  he  paced  in  the  style  which  is  the  delight 
of  the  Andulasian  majo,  and  they  said  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood assembled  to  see  him  go  out.  The  famous 
black  breed  of  the  Cartuxa  at  Xeres  is  also  nearly  gone, 
but  specimens  of  it  may  sometimes  be  seen  in  other 
parts.  In  the  Serrania  of  Ronda,  which  was  acelebra* 
ted.  breeding  place,  now  only  miserable  animals,  such 
as  the  edicts  are  levelled  at ,  called  serranos  are  now 
reared.  The  same  at  Granada,  and  generally  all  over  the 
country.  At  the  great  fair  of  Mairena  in  1832,  which 
is  the  largest  in  the  south  of  Spain,  scarcely  one  good 
animal  appeared  out  of  a  great  number  exhibited.  The 
district  of  Ubeda,  in  upper  Andalusia,  has  a  breed,  of 
heavier  carcase,  which  is  probably  aboriginal,  and  is 
quite  different  from  the  others,  which  are  derived 
from  the  Moors.  Some  of  them  resemble  the  antique 
horse,  about  which  there  so  many  opinions.  In  lower 
Andalusia  there  is  an  admirable  description  of  very 
compact  short  jointed  horse,  used  in  the  calesas^  which 
being  thorough  bred,  would  probably  be  an  addition 
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lo  our  breeding  slocks.  They  are  fit  for  every  species 
of  work,  and,  like  all  ihe  Spanish  races,  are  extremely 
docile  and  good  tempered.  The  system  of  riding  and 
of  breaking  in  their  horses,  is  ruinous  to  the  animal, 
whose  whole  force  is  expended  in  false  paces  and  action. 
It  is  so  unnatural  to  them,  and  these  animals  are  so  do- 
cile, that,  in  a  rery  few  days,  they  may  be  taught  a 
regular  pace. 

The  legislation  on  this  subject  is  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion as  that  of  so  many  others.  There  are  excellent 
laws,  never  executed,  and  attempted  to  be  enforced  by 
edicts,  whilst  the  whole  employment  of  the  people  to 
whom  they  are  addressed  is  to  elude  and  to  extract 
profit  from  the  abuse  of  them.  The  principal  point  of 
the  law  at  present  is  to  compel  the  Andalusians  to  breed 
good  horses,  for  which  there  are  no  purchasers.  All 
unions  of  the  ass  and  horse  are  strictly  forbidden  in  that 
province,  and  a  source  of  emolument  to  the  owners  is 
thus  cut  off.  It  is  also  prohibited  to  breed  horses  below 
a  certain  height  under  pains  and  penalties.  It  is  clear 
that  no  such  laws  can  be  carried  into  execution. 
Host  curious  methods  are  taken  to  evade  them,  and  to 
convert  the  premiums  given  by  governnent  to  the  profit 
of  the  alcaldes  and  others.  Some  of  the  best  horses  are 
now  bred,  I  have  understood,  in  the  country  near  Me- 
dina Sidonia.  In  these  wastes  there  in  abundant  pastu- 
rage in  the  spring,  and  theanimals  get  through  the  winter, 
but  in  the  summer  every  thing  is  so  burnt  up,  that  they 
have  the  greatest  difficulty  to  find  forage.  The  ca- 
valry are  mounted  chiefly  from  this  province.  An  old 
practice  is  still  kept  up  in  some  regiments,  which 
have  a  breeding  train  attached.  Sentinels  are  set  to 
watch  them  as  if  in  an  enemy's  country,  from  the  danger 
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of  iheir  being  carried  off,  which  the  people  of  Anda- 
lusia can  do  wilh  a  dexterity  equal  to  that  of  their  Arab 
progenitors. 

A  prejudice  exists  against  mules  on  the  part  of  many 
who  have  written  on  the  subject  with,  no  other  ground 
than  their  unproductiveness.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the 
most  serviceable  animal  and  the  most  economical  as  to 
food  is  the  best  for  general  use,  and  no  horses  could 
be  bred  which  would  answer  so  well  as  these  useful 
creatures,  which  to  the  grandee  or  to  the  peasant  are 
invaluable. 

I  witnessed  an  instance  of  the  sagacity  of  these  animals 
in  an  accident  which  happened  at  Portugalete,  near 
Bilbao.  I  was  riding  out,  when,  in  attempting  to  cross  a 
part  of  a  swatchway,  the  mule  of  the  guide  got  into 
a  quicksand.  The  tide  was  flowing  very  fast,  and  the 
danger  was  most  imminent.  The  animal  lay  motionless 
until  the  saddle  was  disengaged,  when  with  one  jerk, 
it  cleared  itself,  the  only  plan  which  could  possibly  have 
saved  it.  I  was  at  an  inn  in  the  south,  when  during 
a  storm  of  rain  an  enormous  galera  arrived,  dragged  by 
seven  mules,  in  a  line;  the  huge  Tehicle  passed  the 
gateway  and  entered  the  patio  which  was  an  irregular 
polygon,  of  rather  small  size.  The  object  was  to  turn 
the  waggon,  and  place  it  so  as  to  be  ready  to  go  out  in 
the  morning  The  mayoral  stood  in  the  middle,  eja-^ 
culating  a  monosyllable  at  intervals  to  the  leading  mule, 
which  threaded  the  mazes  with  the  most  perfect  intel- 
ligence, and  co/hpletely  effected  a  most  difficult  opeia- 
tion. 

It  is  also  clear  that  in  no  country  is  every  animal 
used  to  breed  from,  and  that  the  calculation  is  erro* 
neous  which  proceeds  on  such  data.      The  great  loss 
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from  the  extinction  of  the  breed  of  horses,  is  not 
only  as  regards  internal  econdmy,  but  from  the  number 
which  might  be  exported.  In  France  for  instance,  an 
enormous  price  is  annually  paid  for  the  importation  of 
horses  from  England,  Germany  and  Flanders,  which 
might  be  shared  by  the  northern  provinces,  where  the 
exportation  cannot  be  interfered  with.  Great  numbers 
of  mules  are  bred  in  some  parts  of  old  Castile,  which 
are  sold  at  fairs  as  colts,  and  carried  off  to  be  formed, 
and  to  attain  their  growth  in  the  rich  pastures  of  Estre- 
madura,  whence  the  finest  are  suppliexl.  The  Valencians 
are  at  present  the  principal  purchasers  of  horses,  chiefly 
of  the  smaller  kinds.  Their  country  affords  no  breeding 
ground,  and  the  wealth  and  industry  of  it  causes  a  con* 
stant  demand,  which  is  supplied  from  the  most  distant 
iairsin  Spain. 

Wines. 

The  wines  of  Xeres,  of  Malaga,  Alicant  and  of  the 
sea  coast  of  Catalonia,  are  so  well  known  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  mention  them  more  particularly. 

The  best  of  them  are,  beyond  doubt,  those  of  Xeres; 
the  utmost  care  is  taken  in  the  management  of  them 
and  their  soundness  and  freedom  from  acidity  are  likely 
to  maintain  their  reputation,  as  the  most  wholesome  of 
the  strong  wines  drank  in  England. 

It  is  howeyer  undeniable,  that  these  delicious  wines 
are  the  result  of  compounding  and  mixing,  and  that  the 
rich  sherries,  which  are  so  deservedly  the  pride  of  the 
English  table,  are  not  the  pure  production  of  a  single 
vintage,  but  of  the  mingled  produce  of  several.  The 
richer  kinds  are  prepared  by  a  mixture  of  rich  boiled 
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wine,  probably  of  the  consistency  of  those  so  much 
prized  in  the  Horalian  times.  All  the  inferior  and  mid- 
dle kinds  are  now  spoiled  by  a  mixture  of  heavy  brandy, 
which  destroys  the  true  flavour,  rendering  them  insuf- 
ferable to  the  palate  accustomed  to  the  unadulterated 
produce  of  the  Spanish  vine.  This  system  is  so  universal 
in  the  trade,  that  the  common  wines  seem  to  be  made 
by  convention,  or  by  a  general  receipt.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  yon  cannot  taste  pure  sherry,  excepting 
at  the  houses  of  the  principal  merchants,  or  in  those  of  a 
very  few  individuals.  As  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge, 
the  real  native  wine  of  Xeres  is  the  sort  termed  the 
amontillado^  which  is  too  hitler  for  our  taste,  but  is 
by  far  the  most  wholesome,  being  an  excellent  tonic^ 
and  when  pure,  is  without  any  heating  qualities.  A 
part  only  of  the  wine  made  at  Xeres  is  produced  on  the 
spot;  all  the  districts  of  the  coast  furnish  their  quota. 
From  St.  Lucar  alone,  eight  thousand  pipes  are  brought 
annually*  By  a  judicious  mixture  of  the  various  sorts, 
varieties  are  produced,  from  the  fullest  to  the  lightest 
and  most  bitter,  which  are  then  prepared  for  exporta- 
tion. In  the  processes  used  to  prepare  these  wines,  noth^ 
ing  but  the  pure  juice  of  the  grape  appears  to  be  used, 
and  no  expense  or  pains  are  spared  to  maintain  their 
character.  Large  capitals  are  embarked^  and  some  of 
the  money  gathered  in  the  Indies,  has  flowed  back  to 
its  original  source,  invigorating  this  flourishing  branch 
of  economy.  It  is  almost  the  only  part  in  Spain  where 
it  can  be  said  justice  is  done  to  the  bounty  of  nature, 
in  seconding  her  call  on  the  exertion  of  industry. 

The  principal  merchants,  who  are  almost  eutirely 
foreigners,  have  taken  the  place  of  the  nobility  who  have 
nearly   disappeared,  or    dwindled    into   poverty,  and 
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Aey  live  in  a  style  of  laxur jr  peculiar  to  the  place,  and 
now  found  in  no  other  part  of  Spain.  The  wines 
of  Malaga  are  rapidly  declining,  and  unless  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  by  some  individuals  to  raise 
the  mode  of  management  of  them  succeed,  they  will  in 
a  few  years  be  wholly  unsaleable.  The  taste  for  the 
old  sweet  wine  haying  almost  entirely  ceased,  it  has 
been  succeeded  by  what  is  called  dry  Malaga,  which  has 
always  a  sweetish  flavour,  owing  no  doubt  to  some 
defect  in  the  process  of  making.  An  experiment  was 
made  some  years  ago  to  introduce  these  wines  into  the 
London  market,  which  failed  owing  to  some  mismana- 
gement, and  they  have  never  gained  solid  footing, 
having  to  struggle  against  the  Cape  and  Sicilian  wines. 
Some  of  the  inferior  kinds  are  sent  to  the  United  States 
and  to  the  north  of  Europe.  The  desideratum  seems 
to  be  to  make  a  dry  wine. 

I  have  tasted  samples  which  certainly  were  as  good  as 
the  inferior  kinds  of  sherry.  The  principal  vineyards 
are  not  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Malaga, 
on  the  red  loam,  but  in  the  interior,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Colmenar,  where  I  believe  the  soil  a  good 
deal  resembles  that  of  the  western  coast  of  Andalusia. 
The  wines  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Granada  are  very 
bad,  owing  partly  to  the  soil,  and  partly  no  doubt  to 
the  barbarous  practice  of  excessive  watering,  the  roots 
being  saturated  by  trenches  being  cut  round  them,  to 
retain  the  waters  of  the  winter  rains.  The  city  is  chiefly 
supplied  with  the  best  sorts  from  Baza  and  Malaga. 

Purchena  and  Baza,  which  are  a  few  leagues  a  part  but 
in  different  regions,  the  climate  of  Purchena  being 
warmer,  produce  dry  red  wines  of  the  best  quality  and 
very  similar  to  each  other.     The  districts  of  Montilla 

5 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


dO  SKETCHES  liN  SPAIN. 

and  Lucena,  which  lie  in  the  eievaied  grounds  between 
the  Quadalquiyir  and  Sierra  Nevada  produce  a  white 
wine  somewhat  in  the  style  of  those  of  Orvieto  and 
MonieFiasconc  in  Italy.  These  wines  cannot  be  praised, 
being  in  general  of  a  sweet  and  mawkish  flaTour,  with 
little  body  or  spirit,  but  the  first  growths  of  the  former 
place  are  very  superior,  and  are  seldom  met  with.  In 
the  Sierra  Morena,  which  ought  to  produce  excellent 
kinds,  1  met  with  no  other  than  a  heavy  muscatel  and 
I  believe  in  the  rich  country  on  the  middle  Guadalquivir 
are  no  good  vintages.  In  the  deep  vallies  of  the  Alpu- 
jarras  which  lie  on  the  rapid  descent  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  to  the  Mediterranean,  are  some  excellent  wines. 
The  red  wine  of  Cadiar  and  a  white  sort  like  the  finest 
sherry  from  near  Gualchos  are  amongst  the  best.  There 
are  also  some  good  muscatel  kinds.  These  wines  are  the 
produce  of  arid  and  apparently  sterile  soil,  formed  of  the 
decomposed  and  crumbling  rocks,  where  it  is  incredible 
under  a  burning  sun  the  vines  should  find  nourishment, 
whilst,  as  before  mentioned,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
range  where  there  is  au^undance  of  moistiure,  they 
saturate  the  roots  by  irrigation,  and  a  miserable  produce 
is  the  result.  The  common  vines  of  the  huerta  of  Valen- 
cia are  not  good,  but  all  around  the  skirts  on  the  rising 
grounds,  they  are  excellent,  being  of  a  rich  warm  fla- 
vour, like  the  best  wines  of  the  Rhone,  but  are  much 
superior  to  them.  Alicante  produces  a  red  wine  of  the 
same  description  still  finer^  which  many  Spaniards  conai^ 
der  the  first  wine  in  the  world.  Some  of  the  wines  on 
the  eastern  coast  are  those  known  to  be  exported  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  port,  of  which  they  form, 
the  basis.  Upper  Catalonia  produces  wines  which 
resemble,  and  if  they  were  managed  would  be  quite  as 
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g^ood  or  belter  than  those  of  the  Roussilioii,  which  are 
soldas  Bordeaux,  all  over  the  Mediterranean.  The  mode 
at  present  is  to  send  them  down  from  the  interior  in 
skins  on  mules,  where  they  are  indiscriminately  emptied 
into  pipes^  and  shipped  off  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
are  believed  to  be  the  natural  growth  of  the  same  vine- 
yards. Those  of  the  coast  which  are  added  to  this 
medley,  to  give  it  force  and  enable  it  to  keep,  are  heavier 
and  stronger.  The  wine  supplied  to  the  Navy  is  brought 
from  hence,  but  it  undergoes  some  strange  metamor- 
phose in  the  hands  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  con- 
tract, for  assuredly  the  stuff  furnished  at  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth  (unless  a  very  recent  reform  has  taken 
place) ,  was  never  made  in  Spain  in  the  state  it  is  issued. 
Near  Tarragona  is  a  district  called  the  Priorato  which 
furnishes  red  and  white  winesof  most  superior  qualities. 
The  latter  sort  is  of  a  peculiar  balsamic  spirituous  flavour. 
The  Sftjes  which  is  a  liqueur  wine  is  the  produce  of  a 
small  spot  on  the  eastern  coast  and  is  well  known.  The 
red  wines  of  Catalonia  possess^lhe  property,  when  left  to 
stand  for  some  time,  of  losing  their  colour  and  fining  (o 
a  stronger  and  more  n^ellow  consistency,  which  is  then 
termed  rancio^  and  is  drank  in  small  quantities  with  the 
desert.  This  is  a  sketch  of  such  of  the  vintages  of  Anda- 
lusia and  the  southern  eoast,  as  have  come  under  my 
observat  ion.  The  wines  of  the  interior  to  which  we  shall 
now  proceed  are  those  rtiosl  prized  by  the  natives,  and 
certainly  in  their  present  imperfect  stskte  of  manipulation 
are  the  boast  of  the  country.  The  wines  of  new  Castile 
are  principally  red,  and  equal  to,  if  they  do  not  excel 
those  of  the  whole  kingdom.  The  best  known  of  these 
is  that  of  Valdepefias  in  La  Mancha.  More  care  is  taken 
in  the  preparation,  it  is  more  known  and  sought  for,  and 
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the  roads  give  a  facility  for  traDsporting^  it  to  all  parts^ 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  be  better  than  the  best  growths  of 
the  Alcarria^  an  extensive  district  upon  the  upper  Tagus. 
There  are  good  samples  of  the  same  quality  nearer  Ma- 
drid and  in  the  Tarancon,  Sacedon  and  Guadalaxara  dis- 
tricts. In  old  Castile  there  are  excellent  wines,  at 
Yillalpando,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beuevente,  and 
also  in  the  Rioja,  which  are  carried  to  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, where  the  men  are  probably  the  greatest  drinkers 
in  Spain,  but  the  common  sort  is  a  strong  dry  white  wine^ 
spoiled  in  the  preparation  or  transport  which  imparts  to 
it  a  bitter  disagreeable  taste.  This  class  supplies  Astu- 
rias  and  Santander,  but  I  tasted  samples  like  a  rich 
mellow  Grave,  even  superior  to  the  wine  of  the  Garonne. 
Those  of  Guipuzcoa  and  Biscay  are  very  bad.  The 
people  boast  some  wine  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bilboa,  but  I  never  met  with  it,  nor  heard  any  one  ex- 
cept the  natives  repeat  its  praises.  There  are  wines  in 
Galicia  which  (he  people  speak  of  in  similar  terms,  but 
in  both  these  instances  (hey  are  probably  tinged  by  the 
same  laudable  and  amiable  partiality  for  the  productions 
of  their  own  country  which  induces  many  of  the  people 
of  the  northern  part  of  our  island  to  believe  their  cyder 
equal  to  that  of  Devonshire  or  Herefordshire.  The 
wines  of  lower  Navarre,  which  is  on  the  Ebro,  and  in  the 
dry  region,  would  equal  those  of  Bofdeaux^  if  managed, 
and  they  have  the  same  quality  as  those  of  Catalonia,  in 
producing  a  mellow,  sweeter  wine  with  age.  The  wines 
of  Aragon,  of  which  I  have  only  seen  the  red,  are  excel- 
lent, when  properly  managed.  It  must  be  observed  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  these" wines,  with  the  exception  of 
those  of  Xeres,  and  a  very  few  other  sorts,  owe  very  little 
to  the  skill  of  the  manufacturers^  and  the  traveller  must 
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be  accustomed  to  relish  their  taste  from  Botas,  Jarros^ 
and  Tinaxas^  as  Sancho  was  wont  to  do.  When  the 
palate  is  once  used  to  these  pure  species,  especially  of  the 
red  wines,  such  as  Valdepeuas  and  others  in  Castile,  of 
lower  Navarre  and  Aragon,  of  Baza,  Purchena,  and  some 
parts  of  Valencia,  those  of  the  best  vintag^es  of  other 
parts  of  Europe  will  appear  thin  or  vapid,  fiery,  cold  or 
acid,  or  made  up,  as  they  almost  universally  are.  As  to 
the  common  wines,  none  others  of  the  south  of  Europe 
have  the  slightest  chance  of  competition  with  them.  The 
nature  of  these  wines  is  full  and  generous,  without  intoxi- 
cating or  heating  qualities.  They  are  generally  diuretic 
aud  not  astringent.  The  first  observation  made  on  these 
properties  was  from  being  obliged  to  drink  conside- 
rable quantities  fasting,  as  Dock  en  Dorlshy  a  practice 
which  those  who  partake  of  Spanish  hospitality  in  some 
districts  must  conform  to,  and  the  doing  which  with  im- 
punity, is  a  sufficient  testimony  of  the  purity  of  them. 
The  goodness  of  them  is  in  a  great  measure  lost  on  the 
natives,  who  are  all  connaisseurs  of  water^  but  seldom 
taste  the  juice  of  the  grape.  You  hear  whole  regions  and 
countries  discussed  and  estimated  by  their  fountains 
and  springs,  and  rarely  is  an  allusion  made  to  the  wine. 
I  have  frequently  dined  in  good  houses  with  a  dozen  per- 
sons, en  famille^  where  only  a  single  bottle  of  wine  was 
placed  on  the  table,  not  above  one  or  two  of  the  party 
touching  it.  In  the  rules  for  furnishing  meals  to  the 
passengers  by  the  diligence,  the  people  are  ordered  to 
supply  Bread  and  wine  at  discretion.  These  are  formi- 
dable obstacles  to  the  extension  and  perfection  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine.  It  is  probable  the  Burgundy 
grape  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  native  growths. 
They  have  no  sort  in  the  whole  country  which  represents 
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in  any  way ,  Champagne^  whilst  there  are  millions  of  acref^, 
now  waste,  which  certainly  would  produce  better  wine  of 
the  same  description,  were  the  experiment  made^  or  cus- 
tomers could  be  found* 
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CHAPTER     XIX. 

Mine.<«. 

Since  the  cessation  of  intercourse  with  the  Ameriihm 
cdouies,  some  attentioti  has  been  paid  by  the  Spanish 
government  to  the  vast  mineral  i^iches  of  the  country 
which  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  entire  neglect.  A 
system  has  been  adopted,  which,  if  persevered  i¥i,  bids 
fair  to  render  them  of  more  real  value  than  those  of 
Peru  or  Mexico.  The  system  of  monopoly  has  beeil 
afanost  entirely  abolished,  and  the  mines  have  been 
placed  under  a  just  and  moderate  code  of  laws.  The 
soil  is  free  to  every  one  to  search  for  minerals ;  on  the 
discovery,  or  deminciation  as  it  is  termed,  a  g^ant  is 
made  of  the  district  ^tis  by  the  crown,  under  certain 
regulations  as  to  space  and  rime  of  working.  The  coh* 
ditions  of  expenditure  not  being  complied  with  in  a 
certain  period,  the  exclusive  right  ceases.  The  damages 
done  to  the  surface  are  made  good  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
soil.  A  small  duty  on  the  produce,  and  an  additional 
oRe  if  exported,  are  paid  to  the  government,  and  there 
ought  to  be  no  other.  However  iit  the  manner  every 
thing  tends  to  abuse,  there  is  a  heavy  duty  on  <iach 
fomace  of  the  noble  establishment  for  smelting  lead  at 
Adra,  which  is  levied  on  the  whole  number,  without 
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regard  to  iheir  being  in  work  or  not-  Another  incon- 
venience results  from  the  mode  of  levying  these  duties. 
There  are  in  all  the  districts,  a  set  of  retainers  of  the 
king,  who  must  be  paid,  and  flattered  and  kept  in  good 
humour,  to  the  annoyance  of  those  of  whose  time  a 
portion  is  occupied  by  these  spies,  whom  they  would 
willingly  eject  from  the  place.  These  laws  have  been 
a  few  years  only  in  operation,  but  they  have  already 
produced  considerable  benefit,  and  companies  are  for- 
ming in  all  parts.  An  evil  is  connected  with  these 
enterprises,  the  ancient  prejudices  respecting  the  enor- 
mous profits  occasionally  derived  from  them,  induces, 
many  persons  to  embark,  under  the  idea  of  rapidly 
making  fortunes,  and  their  hopes  not  being  suddenly 
realized,  they  are  discouraged,  and  cease  to  use  the 
exertion  necessary  to  ensure  moderate  success.  The 
mines  of  all  kinds  that  I  visited,  are  now  almost  entirely 
worked  by  natives,  who  hate  as  great  aptitude  for  that 
or  any  other  labour,  as  any  people  in  the  world.  Some 
of  the  processes  of  manufacturing  iron,  and  others 
which  require  scientific  skill,  are  still  in  the  hands  of 
strangers  of  all  nations,  who  have  been  collected  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  they  are  rapidly  advancing,  and  in  a  few 
years  will  want  only  machinery,  which  cannot  yet  be 
made  in  the  country. 

I  am  unacquainted  with  any  mine  of  gold  in  Spain, 
those  of  ancient  times  being  lost.  Near  Almazarron  is 
a  range  mentioned  in  the  geological  abstract,  which  I 
have  little  doubt  contained  the  lost  mines  of  Cartagena, 
from  which  it  is  not  far  distant.  The  gold  washings  of 
the  Darro  at  Granada  are  now  open  to  the  public  and 
give  subsistence  to  a  few  people,  but  the  produce 
is    too  scanty    to   deserve    much  notice.     The  silver 
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mine  of  Guadalcanal,  in  the  Sierra  Morena^  one  of  the 
richest  in  the  world,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  Ame- 
rica, after  long  neglect,  has  been  again  opened.     The 
ancient  works  were  resumed,  but  given  up  as  impracti- 
cable from  the  quantity  of  water,  and  they  have  tried 
another  vein  at  a  short  distance,  but  at  a  vast  expense, 
and  hitherto  without  success.     I  have  specimens  of  the 
ore   which  has  been  obtained  in  small  quantities,  and 
yields  seventy  per  cent  of  silver.     I  believe  it  is  arse- 
nlale.     They  were  working  entirely  by  manual  labour, 
and  had  no   machinery  to   draw  off  the  water.     The 
mines  of  Almaden  de  la  Plata  (silver),  so   called  to 
distinguish  it  from  Almaden  de  Azogue  ( quicksilver ), 
have  been    reopened,  and  are,  I  understood  likely  to 
make  some  return.     The  most  valuable  mine  in  Spain 
at   present,  is  that  of  Puebla  de   los  Infantes,  a  few 
leagues  west  of  Cordova,  where   there   is   a  prospect 
of  considerable  profit.     All  the  mines  of  Guadalcanal 
and    its   district    including    Cazalla^    Almaden    de    la 
Plata ,   Puebla  de  los  Infantes,  which  are  silver,   Al- 
maden de  Azogue,    and  Rio  Tinto,  which  is  copper, 
are  in  a  comparative   small  extent  in  that  part  of  the 
Sierra  Morena,  opposite  to  Seville,  which  there  is  no 
doubt    contains  other    unknown    deposits  of  mineral 
riches,  but  the  country  is  so  covered  up  that  it  is  to 
be  feared  they   will  remain  undiscovered.     Silver  has 
lately  been  founds  with  copper,  in  the  Alpujarras,  but 
I  believe  as  yet  only  in  a  small  quantity.     The  workmgs 
of  the  Romans,  with  lamps,  and  various  other  utensils 
have  been  found  in  the  range  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  on 
its  southern  face,  from  Cadiar  to  the  Sierra  de  Filabres, 
but  as  yet  these  galleries  have  exhibited  no  remains  of 
minerals,  of  any  value,  Iiaving  been  no  doubt  wrought 
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as  long  as  ihey  were  profitable*  and  then  examined 
a{jain  by  the  Moors.  The  copper  mines  are  extremely 
valuable.  The  prmcipal  is  that  of  Rio  Tinlo,  where* 
I  have  been  informed*  there  are  large  masses  of  pyrites 
with  sulphnret  of  copper  in  solution*  which  is  preci- 
pitated in  the  usual  manner.  The  iron  plates  used  for 
this  purpose*  have  been  procured  abroad,  but  in  1832 
they  were  contracted  for  by  the  company  of  PeJroso. 
At  Linares  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Sierra  Morena*  are 
mines  of  lead  and  copper  of  great  value.  The  Hoors 
wrought  the  lead*  but  appear  to  have  left  the  copper 
as  useless.  It  is  of  excellent  quality*  and  is  chiefly  in 
the  form  of  blue  and  green  carbonate.  There  has 
lately  been  a  discovery  of  copper  at  mentioned  above 
near  Cadiar  in  the  Alpujarras*  which  has  given  rich 
samples  of  ore  of  both  kinds*  but  in  small  quantity. 
In  Aragon  are  some  mines  of  copper*  I  am  ignorant  of 
the  exact  locality,  but  I  believe  it  is  near  Teruel.  I 
have  no  certain  information  respecting  them.  They  are 
in  the  hands  of  a  company*  who  have  derived  little 
advantage  from  them*  owing*  I  have  heard*  to  misma- 
nagement. They  are  probably  in  the  same  range  with 
those  of  Molina  de  Aragon,  which  produced  valuable 
carbonate  of  copper  with  malachite*  but  fire  now  aban- 
doned* 

The  quicksilver  mine  of  Almaden*  in  the  northern 
flsnk  of  the  Sierra  Morena  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  king*  the  produce  being  sold  by  contract  at  a  fixed 
price.  This  mine  is  inexhaustible*  and  if  the  Americas 
were  pacified*  and  an  arrangement  made*  it  would  still 
be  of  great  value*  as  I  believe  any  quantity  can  be 
procured*  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  Quicksilver 
i$  found  in  the  alluvial  deposits  df  die  plain  of  Valencia 
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in  sinking  wells,  where  it  infects  the  waters,  but  it  is  not 
regularly  worked.  The  lead  mines  of  the  Sierra  de  Gador 
are  mentioned  in  the  visit  (o  that  place.  They  are  in 
a  state  of  repletion  at  present  from  the  enormous 
quantity  of  the  mineraty  and  the  fiacillty  of  raising  it, 
and  the  price  of  lead  in  Europe  must  rennin  ia  the  state 
it  now  is,  or  nearly  so,  whilst  these  mines  remain  un- 
exhausted. A  detailed  account  will  probably  be  laid 
before  the  p«blic  by  a  learned  German  professor*  who 
has  recently  been  employed  by  the  Spanish  government 
to  ^uittine  an«l  report  the  real  state  of  these  mines. 
They  had  been  underrated  by  a  former  traveller  of  the 
same  country,  soon  after  they  were  discovered.  Lead 
abounds  in  o^her  parts  of  the  same  chain,  nearer  to 
Almeria.  I  was  also  shown  at  La  Junquera,  in  the 
Serrania  de  Ronda,.  a  very  large  and  fine  specimen  of 
carbooale  of  lead,  which  the  people  assured  me  they  had 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  that  it  abounded 
there*  The  lead  of  Linares  was  used  by  the- Romans, 
and  afterwards  by  the  Moors,  but  these  Africans  were 
bad  miners.  It  is  now  chiefly  consumed  in  the  interior, 
wher«they  boast  that  is  of  finer  quality  that  that  of 
GadoD.  In  both  these  districts,  of  which  that  of  Linares 
occurs  int  granite,  and  of  Gador  in  limestone,  it  is  in 
the  form  of  galena.  There  is  lead  also  in  the  high 
Pyrennees,  and  some  has  been  found  in  Guipuzeoa,  but 
I  believe  of  little  moment.  I  have  been  informed 
there  is  zinc  in  great  quantity  near  Alcaraz  in^  La  Man- 
eba ,  near  the  termination  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  and 
plans  were  in  execution  to  work  it,  but  are  for  the 
prescBit  suspended,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  principal 
projeetor.  It  is  also  said  to  abound  in  Asturias,  but 
the  mines  arc  not  at  present  wrought.     Traces  of  tin 
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have  been  observed  in  Galicia,  and  the  yast  district 
between  that  province  and  Asturias,  which  is  now  under 
examination,  will,  it  is  expected,  produce  valuable 
discoveries.  The  celebrated  roine  of  cobalt,  in  the 
valley  of  Gistau,  quite  in  the  high  Pyrennees,  has  been 
discontinued  working,  for  a  long  period,  and  I  could 
obtain  no  certain  information  respecting  the  state  or 
probability  of  its  success  in  the  present  times,  where 
the  competition  is  so  great.  Near  Marbelia  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Malaga,  is  a  mine  of  graphite,  (black- 
lead,)  of  the  finest  quality,  occurring  in  a  formation  of 
serpentine.  From  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  value  of 
it,  the  government  have  retained  possession,  and  de- 
mand such  a  price  for  the  rent,  that  no  one  yet  has 
taken  it.  They  believe  it  to  be  indispensable  to  the 
rest  of  Europe,  and  that  their  conditions  must  be  finally 
acceded  to.  I  was  informed  it  composed  an  entire 
cerm,  and  is  of  excellent  quality,  but  it  is  now  closed 
with  such  rigour  that  I  had  great  difficulty  to  obtain  a 
specimen.  Near  Campillo,  between  Jaen  and  Granada, 
graphite  has  ako  been  observed.  In  the  high  Pyrennees, 
is  another  mine  of  the  finest  quality,  but  it  is  not 
wrought.  A  large  specimen  I  saw  in  those  mountains 
was  equal  to  the  finest  from  Borrowdale.  There  are 
vast  quantities  of  alum  and  of  saltpetre  in  various  parts. 
At  Hellin  between  Murcia  and  Valencia  is  sulphur, 
which  occurs  also  near  Almeria,  in  a  part  of  the  volcanic 
formation  of  Cape  de  Gatt.  Salt  is  found  in  prodigious 
quantities,  besides  the  salinas  or  salt  marshes  near  the 
sea,  where  it  is  produced  by  simple  evaporation  in  the 
manner  of  those  of  Setubal  in  Portugal,  etc.  The  prin- 
cipal of  these  is  that  of  Torre  Vieja  in  Murcia,  which 
is  described  in  a  visit  to  it,  and  the  salinas  of  the  £bro 
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and  of  Cadiz.  There  is  rock  salt  and  springs  in  great 
quantity,  both  in  the  secondary  and  more  recent  forma- 
tions. The  most  celebrated  is  that  of  Cardona  in  Cata- 
lonia, where  a  solid  mass  of  five  hundred  feet  in  height, 
without  a  flaw  or  any  substance  mixed  with  it,  is  pro- 
jected above  the  surface,  and  is  quarried  like  common 
stone.  The  property  is  now  of  little  use  to  any  one 
according  to  the  ancient  practice  of  Spanish  management. 
It  belongs  to  the  duke  of  Medina  Celi,  but  was  partly 
robbed  from  him  by  one  of  kings  of  Spain.  As  it  was 
a  clear  case  of  what  the  French  term  ^^  expropriation 
forcee"  he  has  retained  a  lien  upon  it,  and  each  party 
have  theic  toll  house  and  exact  a  part  of  the  profits. 
The  consequence  is,  the  government  prevent  the  circu- 
lation, and  little  is  sold,  the  consumption  being  confined 
to  a  very  small  radius,  where  there  is  hardly  any  demand, 
and  inspectors  and  sub  inspectors  are  paid  for  doing 
hardly  any  thing.  There  is  an  extensive  deposit  of 
rock  salt  at  Mignanilla,  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
Sierra  de  Cuenca,  but  1  believe  it  produces  very  little 
in  the  present  system*  Near  the  source  of  the  Ebro,  in 
the  sandstone  is  a  considerable  deposit  which  supplies 
the  free  provinces. 

^  prodigious  loss  to  the  revenue,  and  of  prejudice 
to  individuals,  with  a  notable  increase  to  the  number 
of  presidiarioSf  is  caused  by  the  present  rates  of  duty, 
which  are  forty  eight  to  one  or  there  abouts.  The 
demand  is  very  great,  as  in  many  parts  of  Spain,  espe- 
cially in  Estremadura,  and  in  the  Moorish  provinces, 
as  well  as  in  Catalonia,  great  use  is  made  of  salted 
meats,  prepared  from  their  beautiful  breeds  of  swine. 
These  are  slaughtered  in  the  ancient  manner,  about 
Christmas  amid  a  convivial  meeting  of  neighbours  and, 
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friends,  which  lasts  in  some  families  several  days,  and 
in  which  erery  one  assists^  In  the  southern  provinces 
it  is  not  uncommon  on  enquiring  for  people  at  their 
houses,  to  find  them  shut  up,  and  to  be  informed  by 
the  neig^hbours,  that  they  are  gone  to  a  nuuanza  at 
some  distance. 

The  most  valuable  of  the  whole  mineral  riches  of 
Spain  will  be  in  all  probability  in  a  few  years  the  iroo, 
which  is  found  every  where,  and  of  the  best  qualities. 
At  present  the  principal  establishments  arc  Marbella 
near  Malaga,  where  there  is  an  entire  mountain  of  it. 
This  iron  is  of  the  finest  description,  and  they  are  esta* 
blishing  rolling  milb,  and  producing  hoops  for  the  wine 
casks,  and  other  articles  hitherto  brought  from  England, 
equal  to  those  of  our  manufacture.  An  extensive  esta- 
blishment was  formed  some  years  near  Pedroso  in  the 
Sierra  Morena.  The  iron  is  of  inferior  quality  to  that 
of  Marbella  and  some  other  mines,  and  the  situation  un- 
healthy in  summer,  but  it  promises  to  be  of  some  advan* 
tage  to  the  proprietors,  and  the  neighbouring  country. 
Very  large  sums  were  thrown  away  in  a  moat  absurd 
and  ridiculous  manner  by  the  company,  who  were  trades 
people,  and  others  of  Seville,  and  appear  to  have  for- 
med a  sort  of  republic,  each  framing  his  own  projects, 
and  wasting  a  large  capital  without  plan  or  system.  At 
present,  however,  it  is  altered,  and  they  have  anable and 
efScient  head,  who  is  remodelling  the  whole  machinery, 
and  establishing  it  on  a  proper  basis.  These  establish- 
ments will  supply  all  Andalusia  and  lower  Esfremadora 
when  they  are  fairly  at  work.  F  understood  they  were 
going  to  form  a  large  foundry  near  Alearaz,  which  wiB 
furnish  La  Mancha,  the  capital.  New  Castile,  and  upper 
Estremadura.     In  Catalonia  there  is  abundance  of  iron, 
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and  in  all  the  norlhero  proyinces  inexhaustible  quan* 
tities,  in  fact  it  is  found  io  almost  every  part  of  the 
country.  Near  Bilboa  is  the  celebrated  mine  of  Somo- 
rostro,  which  has  been  wrought  for  centuries^  and  has 
ao  chance  of  being  exhausted.  It  has  always  been  free, 
by  ancient  custom,  and  maintains  numerous  petty  esta- 
blishments. The  iron  is  peculiarly  soft^  and  from  it  the 
famous  gun  barrels  are  principally  made.  The  goyem- 
ment  arms  are  chiefly  made  at  Elgoibar,  and  in  that 
vicinity.  The  manufactures  of  Biscay  are  suffering  from 
the  want  of  machinery,  and  modem  improyements,  and 
from  the  rigorous  prohibition  of  their  iron,  in  the  hopes 
of  compelling  them  to  embrace  the  dire  alternative  of 
receiving  the  Castilian  commercial  tariff.  Government 
have  large  and  expensive  establishments  in  various  parts 
of  these  provinces,  which  they  are  gradually  giving  up, 
and  the  new  companies  are  obtaining  contracts  for  shot 
and  other  articles  of  war.  One  is  still  kept  up  in  Ron- 
cesvalles,  on  the  very  frontier,  which  could  at  any  time 
be  occupied  by  the  French,  without  the  smallest  difR- 
culty.  The  foundries  of  brass  cannon,  which  produced 
the  most  beautiful  guns  in  the  world,  are,  1  believe,  now 
quite  suspended,  excepting  that  of  Seville,  where  a  cer- 
tain number  are  cast,  pro  forma,  monthly.  The  most 
serious  impediment  to  the  mines,  such  of  more  especially 
as  require  fuel  for  smelling  their  ores,  is  the  want  of 
combustible,  which  if  not  remedied  by  the  firm  and  de- 
termined hand  of  government,  will  prevent  their  ever 
reaching  the  point  of  prosperity  they  ought  to  do. 
This  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned  under  the 
Wd  of  forests. 

The  coal  mines  of  Asturias  are  mentioned  in  the  tour 
^  that  province.     The  quantity  is  inexhaustible,  the 
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quality  excellent,  the  working  of  extraordinary  facility, 
and  they  possess  an  easy  communication  with  the  sea, 
yet  they  are  practically  useless,  and  afford  only  a  mise- 
rable existence  to  a  few  .labourers  and  mules  used  in 
conveying  the  mineral  to  Gijon.  The  mine  of  Villa 
Nueya  del  Rio,  which  is  on  the  Guadalquivir,  about 
twenty  five  miles  from  Seville,  is  a  regular  formation, 
with  a  seam  of  excellent  quality.  It  labours  under  two 
disadvantages,  the  water,  which  will  require  an  engine 
to  clear  the  workings,  for  which  there  is  no  remuneration, 
and  the  malaria,  which  infects  the  district  in  the  summer 
months.  The  mine  occupies  an  area  about  a  mile  in 
breadth  and  of  uncertain  length.  The  edges  come  to 
day  on  both  sides,  and  are  wrought  as  far  as  the  water 
permits,  which  is  a  very  short  distance,  when  they  sink 
another  shaft,  thus  leaving  all  the  middle  part  of  the 
mine  unworked.  The  seam  is  about  three  feet,  the 
coal  is  excellent,  and  is  used  for  the  steam  navigation 
of  the  lower  Guadalquivir.  A  steam  engine  was  brought 
from  England  and  set  up,  but  failed  from  some  cause 
or  other^  and  when  1  visited  it,  was  in  ruins,  tlie  machi- 
nery having  been  carried  to  Seville.  A  considerable 
stream  passes  over  the  center  of  the  formation,  and  pro- 
bably causes  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  workings^  as  by 
the  dip,  the  bed  of  the  river  must  be  very  near  the  lower 
part  of  the  seam.  Traces  of  coal  were  found  near  Ma- 
laga in  1830,  and  in  a  formation  which  would  indicate 
a  true  deposit,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  no  favorable  result 
has  yet  attended  the  examination  of  it.  These  are  the 
only  genuine  formations  of  which  I  have  any  certain 
information  or  knowledge,  but  there  is  another  in  upper 
Catalonia,  which  gi^ves  jet  or  something  like  it  and  is 
wrought  for  ornaments.     I  am  ignorant  of  the  extent  or 
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situation  of  this  deposit,  as  of  one  I  have  heard  exists  in 
Arag^on  above  Zaragoza,  probably  in  the  sandstone  men- 
tioned in  the  geological  abstract.  In  the  lower  Pyren- 
nees^  near  Irun  are  traces  of  coal  but  of  bad  quality  and 
amidst  rocks  of  the  chalk  epoch.  The  coal  which  has 
been  examined  in  some  other  parts  at  Granada  and  near 
the  Almanzora  is  lignite  occurring  in  Tery  recent  depo* 
sits,  and  unfit  for  any  economical  purpose. 
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CHAPTER     XX. 

Spanish  Architeclare. 

The  Roman  style,  of  which  there  are  a  few  noble  re- 
mams,  has  so  little  direct  connexion  with  those  which 
have  followed  it,  that  it  is  needless  to  treat  of  it, 
although  it  claims  priority  in  the  epochs  of  the  architec- 
ture of  Spain.  It  was  succeeded  by  the  Moorish,  the 
Moslem  architects  having  borrowed  some  part  of  their 
mode  of  construction  from  the  former  masters  of  the 
Peninsula.  The  walls  of  the  Alhambra  are  like  Roman 
brickwork  of  the  middle  time.  The  wall  near  the  en- 
trance, which  is  reported  to  be  Phenician,  is  certainly 
neither  Roman  nor  Moorish,  and,  whatever  it  be,  is  of 
great  antiquity,  but  there  appears  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  towers  of  the  centre,  which  do  not  differ  from 
the  manner  of  that  part  known  to  be  modern,  are  of  the 
age  assigned  to  them  by  traditional  report. 

The  horse  shoe  arch,  which  is  the  peculiar  characte- 
ristic of  the  Moorish  style,  has  no  connexion  with  that 
ot  the  Romans.  It  is  not  geometrical  nor  can  it  be  said 
to  present  the  idea  of  solidity  requisite  to  please  the 
practised  eye,  which  considers  that  quality  indispensable 
to  produce  true  architectui^al  effect.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied   that   the    smallness  of  the   columns,   and    their 
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insufHciency  to  support  a  disproportionate  entablature, 
the  weight  of  which  is  placed  out  of  the  true  line  of  sup- 
per t,  give  a  meschine  effect  to  the  best  specimens  of 
Moorish  architecture ,  which  accounts  for  the  prejudice 
of  the  Spanish  writers  and  of  the  public,  who  cannot 
uoderstand  the  interest  inspired  by  it  to  foreigners, 
and  the  pilgrimages  made  from  all  parts  to  these  re- 
mains, which  proceed  from  causes  quite  unconnected 
with  their  architectural  merits* 

The  whole  of  their  colonnades  and  works  where  co* 
lumns  form  the  support,  atGranada,  Cordova,  which  was 
the  Damascus  or  holy  city  of  Moorish  Spain,  and  Se- 
ville, have  the  same  defect.  The  mosque  at  Cordova 
enumerates  in  its  thousand  columns  very  many  of  Roman 
work,  and  the  capitals  and  proportions  of  those  which 
bear  the  marks  of  Moorish  make,  are  poor  and  mean, 
compared  to  the  good  columns  of  autiquity. 

There  is  a  great  variety  in  the  form  of  the  Moorish 
arch,  which  seems  subject  to  no  rule,  but  it  is  invariably 
swept  in  cqrves  out  of  the  line  of  support  and  bears  on  a 
base,  itself  unsupported  geometrically,  and  which  de- 
pends on  an  ill  proportioned  column,  often  appearing 
to  totter  under  the  weight  which  rests  upon  it.  The 
details  of  ornament  differ  very  much  in  the  respective 
edifices,  and  are  of  exceeding  beauty.  .  Restricted  as 
these  arUsts  were,  who  were  prohibited  to  use  animated 
forms,  the  variety  and  fancy  of  their  design  cannot  be 
excelled.  The  finer  work  of  the  Alhambra,  of  the  zan-' 
carron  or  sanctum  of  the  mosque  of  Cordova,  and  some 
of  that  in  the  alcazar  at  Seville,  and  in  a  private  house 
in  the  same  city,  may  vie  with  the  finest  ornamental 
productions  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  are  quite 
in    opposition  with  the  inferior  effect  of  their  exterior 
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outlines.  The  Arabs  who  were  certainly  at  the  period 
of  their  dominion  in  Spain^  one  of  the  races  who  haye 
most  illumined  the  earth,  only  add  to  the  many  proo&, 
that  we  must  for  ever  revert  to  the  original  models  of  the 
Greeks  for  architectural  perfection ,  and  that  talent  or 
ingenuity  can  rarely  be  exerted  to  any  purpose,  but  by 
continuing  their  maxims  and  perpetuating  their  inimit- 
able designs.  These  observations  of  course  apply  to 
the  mere  art  or  science  of  architecture.  To  us,  who  ar« 
at  issue  with  the  Spaniards  on  this  subject,  the  edifices  of 
the  Moors,  and  their  whole  history,  preserve  an  interest 
possessed  by  no  other,  indestructible  and  ejtemal. 

The  prodigious  number  of  military  works  v?hich  are 
scattered  over  nearly  every  part  of  the  country,  have  the 
same  defect  as  their  civil  architecture.  They  are  gene- 
rally in  situations  admirably  chosen,  both  for  defence  of 
the  post  they  occupy,  and  the  equally  important  object 
of  political  or  territorial  jurisdiction.  Beyond  this,  they 
have  little  to  praise.  They  are  composed  of  petty  and 
meschine  parts,  and  were  suited  to  the  ideas  of  a  people 
of  cavalry,  but  ill  fitted  to  any  other  purpose,  and  the 
rude  culverins  and  other  instruments  of  the  early  time 
of  gun  powder,  were  sufficient  to  render  them  ineffica- 
cious. The  flanks  are  generally  small  and  irregular^  and 
the  fbrts  themselves  extended  in  long  and  unconnected 
lines,  showing  little  knowledge  of  the  real  principles  of 
fortification  on  the  part  of  their  constructors.  The  ma- 
sonry is  in  general  deficient,  and  is  composed  of  small 
and  badly-cemented  blocks  of  stone.  Amongst  the  prin- 
cipal now  remaining  are  the  castles  of  Murviedro  and 
Xativa  near  Valencia,  Xixona  near  Alicante,  Almeria, 
Malaga,  Ronda,  Zahara,  Jaen,  and  some  others,  besides 
the  walls  of  Granada^  Seville,  Cordova,  Valencia  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  85 

cities,  some  parts  of  which  remain  entire,  and  others  are 
altered  and  modernised.  It  cannot  be  said  that  there  is 
a  direct  passage  from  the  Moorish  to  the  Gothic,  which 
succeeded  it  chronologically*  In  fact  both  coexisted, 
for  after  the  tide  of  Moslem  conquest  was  rolled  back 
from  the  mountains  of  Asturias  and  the  Pyrennees,  wbich 
commenced  before  they  had  time  to  e£fect  much  change 
in  the  interior,  and  whilst  they  had  quiet  and  undisturbed 
possession  of  the  south,  seyeral  of  the  great  Gothic  ca« 
thedrals  were  commenced.  Little  progress  was.however 
made,  and  the  intestine  divisions  and  foreign  wars,  which 
desolated  Spain  in  common  with  every  part  of  Europe 
for  some  ages,  prevented  much  advance  in  the  arts  of  peace. 
There  are  some  early  castles,  and  parts  of  churches 
remaining  in  the  north  of  Spain,  which  are  given  as 
specimens  of  ancient  Spanish  architecture,  but  1  am 
unacquainted  Vfith  any  of  them,  and  they  are  of  little 
interest,  as  no  series  or  connection  is  attempted  to  be 
traced  from  them  to  the  succeeding  or  Gothic  epoch, 
and  they  are  rather  studies  for  the  antiquary,  than  the 
architect.  A  curious  passage  from  Moorish  to  Gothic 
was  observed  at  Cuenca,  which  is  too  remarkable  to  pass 
over,  but  it  will  be  described  more  particularly  after^ 
wards.  It  is  unnoticed  by  any  Spanish  writer  to  my 
knowledge,  and  is  the  only  example  which  came  under 
my  observation.  This  edifice  dates  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury. 

It  is  not  quite  clear  to  whom  is  to  be  attributed  the 
plan  of  banbhing  the  Gothic,  and  substituting  for  it  the 
Italian  or  Greco  -  Roman  style  of  the  cinque  cento.  It 
was  consequent  on  the  communication  beiag  opened 
with  Italy  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  fifth,  and  the  prin- 
cipal operators  in  the  revolution  were,  Juan  de  Toledo^ 
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and  Herrcra,  his  disciple,  Diego  de  Siioc,  ihe  architect 
of  the  cathedrals  of  Granada  and  Malag;a,  the  elder 
Valdelvira,  who,  as  far  as  can  be  collected,  buiU  that  of 
Jaen,  and  Machuca,  who  built  the  modem  palace  of  the 
Alhambra.  Although  the  Gothic  or  semi  Gothic  held  a 
partiiil  sway  at  this  time,  it  soon  yielded,  and  little  more 
was  constructed  but  in  the  new  style.  The  cathedrals 
of  Granada,  Malaga,  and  Jaen,  and  the  chapel  of  the 
hospital  de  la  Sangre  at  Seville,  are  in  a  sort  of  transi- 
tion style  between  the  Gothic  and  Italian,  and  will  be 
more  particularly  described.  The  Escurial  and  the 
cathedral  of  Yalladolid,  the  alcazar  oi  Toledo,  the  new 
palace  of  the  Alhambra,  the  Lonja  of  Seville,  and  some 
convents  in  different  parts,  are  the  finest  specimens  of 
the  revolution  being  completed,  and  the  Gothic  passed 
away  for  ever.  The  great  time  of  classic  Spanish  archi- 
tecture was  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
and  it  was  ably  sustained  by  Philip  the  second.  After 
the  death  of  that  monarchy  a  decline  took  place,  which 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
when  it  had  reached  the  nadir,  in  which  state  it  remained 
with  little  exception,  until  the  academy  was  instituted, 
and  Ventura  Rodriguez  and  his  pupil  Villanueva,  and 
some  lulians  and  others  of  the  time  of  Charles  the  third 
and  fourth,  banished  this  bad  style,  and  introduced  a 
system  of  good  and  correct  design  which  has  been 
followed  subsequently  to  that  period. 

A  work  has  lately  appeared,  which  was  very  much 
wanted,  *^  a  guide  to  the  architecture  of  Spain".  It  was 
originally  arranged  by  Senor  Llaguno,  who  left  his 
papers  unpublished ;  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  Cean 
Bermudez,  who  died  before  he  had  published  them, 
and  they  have  appeared  subsequently  as  a  posthumoas 
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work.  I  have  used  the  dates  and  authorities  from  this 
booky  which  only  came  under  my  notice  after  these  notes 
were  made  in  most  instances;  but  there  are  many 
errors,  some  of  which  will  be  pointed  out,  and  omissions 
inseparable  from  a  compilation  of  the  kind.  We  will 
now  proceed  to  sketch  the  various  epochs  of  modern  archi^ 
lecture,  which  include  the  Gothic,  the  passage  fromGothic 
to  classic,  the  classic  or  Greco-Romano  style,  the  decline 
and  corruption  of  that  style,  and  its  resurrection  by  a 
modification  of  the  same  school  of  design,  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, which  is  still  continued.  This  will  be  done  as  suc- 
cinctly as  possible,  avoiding  the  dragging  the  reader 
through  details  of  measurements  and  criticism,  and  the 
specimens  indicated,  all  of  which  the  author  has  examined, 
will  suffice  to  give  a  scale,  to  which  the  other  edifices  may 
readily  be  referred.  Before  proceeding  to  the  cathe- 
drals, it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  in  Spain,  an  almost 
universal  arrangement  prevails  through  these  splendid 
structures.  The  great  altar  in  nearly  every  instance,  is 
isolated,  and  is  placed  east  of  the  crucero  or  transept. 
Where  there  are  five  aisles,  the  two  center  aisles  are 
sometimes  connected,  forming  what  are  called  collate- 
ntksy  which  flank  the  great  altar.  The  choir,  where 
the  canons  and  chorus  assemble,  is  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  transept,  and  is  also  isolated.  These  two  parts, 
the  choir  and  great  altar,  are  almost  invariably  con- 
nected by  a  low  railed  passage,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  canons  during  the  celebration  of  their  ceremonies. 
The  rest  of  the  church,  except  some  private  or  reserved 
diapels,  open  at  certain  hours,  is  free  to  the  public  at  all 
times.  The  choir  is  the  part  of  these  edifices  in  general 
the  most  open  to  criticism.  The  canons  have  almost  always 
attended  too  much  to  their  own  convenience,  and  have 
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often  sacrificed  .the  beauty  of  the  edifice  to  the  desire 
of  providing  for  it.  Scarcely  one  is  not  befouled  by 
adventitious  ornaments  and  incongruous  and  unsightly 
deviations  from  the  simplicity  of  design  of  the  church 
itself.  These  are  in  general  modem  additions,  but  the 
admu*erof  art  must  diligently  search  these  places,  inside 
and  out,  for  in  them  are  the  most  precious  specimens 
of  the  Spanish  schools,  in  chasing,  sculpture,  and  other 
branches.  The  trascoro  is  the  back  or  outside  of  the 
choir.  The  rejaSf  or  brass  or  iron  gates  and  railiugs, 
which  inclose  the  choirs,  altars  and  chapels,  arc  in 
many  instances  of  extraordinary  and  peculiar  beauty. 
It  was  in  the  great  time  a  branch  of  itself,  and  the 
rejeros  justly  figure  in  the  list  of  illustrious  artists. 
Amongst  the  most  celebrated  were  Villalpando,  Do« 
mingo  de  Cespedes,  and  Arenas  of  Cuenca.  These  reias 
are  of  trrought  iron  or  brass,  and  are  ornamented  with 
figures  after  the  most  excellent  designs.  The  sacristies 
are  extremely  numerous  in  the  great  cathedrals.  Be« 
sides  the  general  or  principal  sacristy  for  the  ordinary 
service  of  the  church,  many  of  the  larger  chapels  have 
their  own  attached,  generally  communicating  from  be* 
hind  the  respective  altars.  The  sagrario^  or  chapel 
where  the  sacrament  is  administered,  and  the  hostkept^ 
in  many  of  the  great  cathedrals,  is  a  separate  building, 
communicating  with  the  church,  so  that  the  two  services 
do  not  interfere  with  each  other,  and  those  engaged  in 
that  solemn  rite  are  not  disturbed  by  the  motion  in 
the  more  frequented  part.  In  some  instances,  this 
sagrario  serves  as  the  parish  church,  where  that  duty 
is  united  to  the  cathedral,  and  where  the  necessary 
routine  is  performed  apart  from  the  solemnities  of  the 
chapter. 
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The  word  retablo  will  be  frequently  used,  as  we 
haye  none  which  fully  expresses  it.  The  meaning  is 
the  structure  which  (ills  up  the  space  allotted  to  an 
altar,  which,  in  the  Spanish  churches,  is  frequently 
composed  of  three  and  even  four  rang;es  of  architecture, 
OTer  each  other,  with  columns,  entablatures,  and  other 
parts,  and  ornamented  with  statues,-  reliefs,  and  pain- 
tinjjs;  some  of  the  finest  works  of  the  schools  being  found 
in  these  situations. 

Hie  custodias,  or  services  of  plate  in  the  principal 
cathedrals,  and  even  in  the  coUegiataSj  which  rank 
between  them  and  the  parroqidas  or  parish  churches, 
and  may  be  compared  to  the  minsters  of  Ripon  and 
Beverley,  and  others  in  England,  are  extremely  beau- 
tiful, and  in  some  instances,  extraordinary  specimens 
of  art.  This  was  a  separate  department,  and  the  prin- 
cipal professors  are  enumerated,  who  have  enriched  the 
country  with  their  production^.  The  principal  are  the 
Arfe,  natives  of  Leon,  and  the  Becerril,  of  Cuenca. 
These  custodias  were  in  most  instances  respected  in  the 
war  of  independance,  more  from  the  weight  of  the 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  and  dread  of  their  power  over 
the  people,  than  from  any  other  reason.  The  finest 
glass  appears  to  have  been  brought  from  the  general 
mart,  the  low  countries,  to  which  most  of  the  designs 
of  the  best  windows  belong,  but  there  were  latterly 
some  good  native  artists,  and  these  churches  are  now 
inferior  to  no  others  in  that  beautiful  departement. 

LEON. 

The  cathedral  of  Leon  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  best 
specimens  of  pure  Gothic  in  Spain.     It  dates  in  llOOj 
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and  benrs  a  resemblance  to  some  of  our  own  specimens 
of  that  period.     There  are  three  naves.     It  is  dispro- 
portionately narrow.     The  arches  are  nearly  in  the  form 
of  those  of  Salisbury,  but  narrower.     The  windows  are 
nearly  all  glazed  with  painted  glass.     The  cloisters  are 
more  modern,  and  the  exterior  work,  which  is  much 
vaunted  in  Spain,  would  not  be  rated  so  highly  in  France 
or  England.     The  vestry  of  the  canons,  is  different  and 
more  modem  than  the  rest,  and  has  admirable  speci- 
mens of  coloured  glass  of  Flemish  design.     This  beau- 
tiful edifice  is  disfigured  by  a  modern  barbarism,  called 
a  travsparente,  wjiich  is  a  mystical  representation  of  the 
sun  striking  on  the  great  altar ,   through  a    miserable 
contrivance  for  the  purpose,  which  has  replaced  the 
original  Gothic  retablo.     The  trascoro  is  of  alabaster, 
but  of  inferior  design,   and  I  found  neither  sculpture 
nor  painting  worthy    notice  in  this  beautiful  edifice. 
The   architect   is   unknown,    but   there    seems    great 
reason  to  believe  he  was  from  the  north  of  Europe. 

CUENCA. 

The  cathedral  of  Cuenca  was  commenced  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  twelfth  century  immediately  after  the  con- 
quest of  the  city  from  the  Moors,  and  probably  occupies 
the  site  of  the  great  mosque.  There  are  two  parts  or 
plans  in  this  curious  building ;  that  to  the  east  of  the 
transept  being  the  oFder,  and  no  doubt  the  original 
design.  In  this  are  five  naves,  with  a  circular  end  round 
the  great  altar.  Some  of  the  arches  which  support  this 
part  are  a  clear  and  decided  passage  from  Moorish  to 
Gothic.  They  do  not  spring  from  geometrical  support- 
ers, but  from  the  outer  edge  of  a  bold  cornice,  which 
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projects  considerably  beyond  the  head  of  the  lower  co- 
lumns. 

The  arches  are  segments  of  circles,  and  resemble  in 
form  those  of  the  Arabs.  The  arch  which  forms  the 
entrance  of  the  gr^t  nave  to  the  high  altar,  where  is 
properly  the  crucero  or  transept,  is  still  more  Moorish. 
It  is  very  high  and  bold,  and  rests  on  a  regular  stool  or 
projection  hke  a  butt  end,  fixed  in  the  lateral  wall, 
exactly  on  the  principle  the  Moorish  arches  are  con- 
structed, and  has  no  column  or  pilaster  to  support  it 
from  below.  The  lower  or  western  end  of  the  church 
is  different.  The  form  of  arch  is  preserved  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity,  but  the  principle  of  construction  is 
altered.  The  arches  spring  from  the  heads  of  the  co- 
lumns [as  in  the  common  gothic,  or  nearly  so,  and  it 
seems  very  probable  that  critics  had  pointed  out  the 
un  geometrical  design  of  the  first  plan. 

It  is  disfigured  by  modern  innovations,  but  contains 
invaluable  treasures  of  art  in  all  departments.  It  is 
painted  black  and  white,  as  if  to  imitate  Pisa  and  Siena. 
The  canons  have  been  outrageous  in  the  construction  of 
the  choro^  which  is  a  miserable  modern  exhibition, 
projecting  beyond  the  middle  aisle,  and  disfiguring  the 
building,  to  which  it  is  an  absolute  disgrace,  the  more 
unpardonable,  as  they  are  very  rich.  The  facade  to  the 
plaza  which  is  modern,  is  bad  and  quite  incongruous 
with  the  interior.  The  adjuncts  are  -beautiful.  There 
is  a  fine  sola  de  cabildoy  a  cloister  of  the  good  time,  the 
intercolumniations  being  now  filled  up,  and  a  noble 
chapel  of  the  Mendozas  designed  in  the  manner  of  Mi- 
chael Angelo,  opening  out  of  it.  The  family  of  Albor- 
noces  possess  a  chapel  which  is  railed  off  from  the  body 
of  the  church  to  which  it  belongs.     The  cahildo  opened 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


92  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

it,  as  it  is  a  nuisance,  intercepting  the  communication 
to  no  purpose,  but  they  were  compelled  by  law  to  close 
it,  and  keep  the  ancient  agreement  with  the  family. 
The  magnificent  arch  of  the  cloister  leading  out  of  the 
church  belongs  to  the  great  epoch,  and  will  be  found 
under  the  head  of  the  sculptor  Xamete. 

The  name  of  the  architect  is  unknown,  but  was  not 
improbably  some  Hoor  of  Valencia,  as  many  of  them 
were  employed  as  architects  after  the  conquest  of  their 
provinces. 

TARRAGONA. 

The  cathedral  of  Tarragona  is  of  a  little  later  date. 
It  is  a  heavy  edifice,  with  massy  pilones  or  piers,  having 
engaged  columns,  back  to  back,  in  the  manner  subse- 
quently used  at  Granada. 

BARCELONA. 

The  best  specimen  of  light  Gothic  probably  in  Spain 
is  the  cathedral  of  Barcelona,  which  was  commenced 
soon  afterwards.  The  design  resembles  the  best  of 
France  or  England,  and  the  cloisters  are  of  equal  beauty. 

The  church  of  Santa  Maria  de  la  Haf  is  of  the  same 
style.  They  are  both  probably  by  Jayme  Fabra,  a  Ca- 
talan. There  is  reason  to  believe  the  Gothic  was  intro- 
duced into  Catalonia  by  the  Normans.  It  is  universal 
in  that  province,  and  the  parish  churches  afford  excel- 
ent  examples  of  it. 

BURGOS. 

The  cathedral  of  Burgos  is  heavy  in  the  interior^  tho 
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more  so  from  the  massy  rejaj  and  ihe  manner  the  choir 
is  blocked  up.  Over  ihe  cruccro  is  an  octagon  tower  of 
^eat  beauty  which  is  more  modern,  and  the  cloisters 
and  western  facade,  surmounted  by  two  pyramidal 
spires,  cannot  be  excelled.     It  was  commenced  in  1221 . 

TOLEDO. 

The  church  of  Toledo  is  of  the  same  date,  but  of 
much  better  design.  The  ori{>inal  plan  is  magnificent, 
but  it  is  overloaded  and  disfigured  by  modern  addi- 
tions, amongst  vvhich  is  a  detestable  transparente,  in 
the  style  of  that  of  Leon,  which  it  preceded,  and  is 
much  more  costly  and  extravagant.  The  pilones  or 
piers,  are  massy,  and  the  columns  single  and  far  a  part, 
and  not  clustered  as  usual  in  the  Gothic.  The  cloister 
is  bold  and  lofty,  of  later  date  than  the  church. 

VALENCIA. 

The  cathedral  of  Valencia  deserves  little  notice^  being 
one  of  the  worst  of  the  whole.  It  is  Gothic  and  badly 
proportioned,  being  further  injured  by  modern  work. 
It  dates  1262. 

SEVILLE. 

The  cathedral  of  Seville  is  of  1400.  Part  of  the  wall 
only  of  the  mosque  which  it  replajced  yet  exists  in  the 
body  of  the  edifice,  which  was  very  probably  a  Chris- 
tian church  before  the  conquest  of  the  Moslems,  and  has 
remained  ever  since.  The  church  has  five  naves,  and 
no  dome  or  central  tower,  the  foundations  being  une- 
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qual  to  support  one  which  was  raised ,  and  came  lo 
the  ground  soon  afterwards.  There  are  several  pecu- 
liarities in  tliis  magnificent  structure.  The  breadth  is 
very  great  in  proportion  to  the  length,  the  form  being 
nearly  square,  and  the  lateral  aisles  are  all  equal,  and 
almost  the  same  height  as  that  of  the  centre.  The  capi- 
tals of  the  columns,  are  of  the  same  elevation  through* 
out,  and  the  pilones  or  piers,  of  similar  dimensions 
to  each  other.  These  arrangements  give  the  unequalled 
effect  to  this  church,  which  seems  built  to  shew  that 
the  defects  generally  attributed  to  the  Gothic  order,  are 
not  inherent  in  it,  but  may  be  corrected.  From  this 
plan,  and  the  great  solidity  of  the  pilones,  the  exterior 
is  without  the  connecting  arches  and  buttresses  which 
support  the  inner  parts  of  the  fabric,  and  supply  the 
want  of  internal  strength  in  most  of  our  cathedrals, 
Westminster  for  instance,  and  give  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter to  these  edifices. 

The  details  are  not  equal  in  beauty  to  those  of  many 
of  our  churches  or  those  of  France,  and  the  parts  are 
rather  heavy  than  otherwise,  but  tlie  general  effect  amply 
-compensates  for  these  deficiences.  The  exterior  ha3 
never  been  finished,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  large 
sums  should  have  been  expended  in  bad  and  unaecessary 
work  in  the  interior  which  would  have  been  much 
better  applied  to  this  purpose.  From  the  causes  above 
stated,  the  outside  at  a  distance  has  the  appearance  of  a 
building  of  another  style.  Soon  after  the  interior  was 
closed  in,  the  cabildo  were  ordered  to  build  a  magnifi- 
cent chapel,  at  the  eastern  end,  in  honor  of  St.-Ferdioand, 
the  conqueror  of  the  city  from  the  Moors.  The  design 
of  Martin  de  Gainza  was  adopted,  but  he  died  before  it 
was  finished.     Very  fortunately  the  architects  of  that 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IS  SPAIN.  Q5 

time  had  suflicient  skill  lo  adapt  anolher  style,  without 
producing  the  dissonance  of  effect  usual  in  such  attemplSi 
and  it  harmonizes  in  some  degree  with  the  rest.  The 
great  sacristy  was  built  about  the  same  time  from  a 
design  of  Riauo,  and  is  equally  magniGcent,  but  does  not 
so  well  accord  with  the  main  edifice,  and  is  too  much 
loaded  with  ornaments. 

The  sala  capitular,  which  is  also  by  Riauo,  is  in 
better  style.  It  is  of  oval  form  of  noble  proportions  and 
simple  style  of  ornament,  quile  unlike  the  style  of  the 
sacristy,  which  is  that  named  in  Spain  the  Plate resco^  or 
silver  smith's  style,  resembling  the  minute  and  over- 
loaded work  common  in  the  designs  of  (hose  artists. 

The  chapel  of  the  Antigua,  where  is  the  wall  said  to 
have  been  part  of  the  mosque,  is  of  modem  architecture, 
and  quite  incongruous.  The  worst  of  the  whole  how- 
ever is  ihesagvarioj  which  is  outside,  but  connected  by 
a  door  with  the  cathedral.  This  is  in  a  bad  modern 
style,  and  agrees  in  nothing  with  the  principal  building. 
There  are  some  specimens  of  the  bad  time  in  the  chapels 
at  the  west  end  of  the  church,  which  could  easily  be  re- 
moved. The  trascoro  is  disfigured  by  a  costly  and  beau- 
tiful architectural  front  ofthe  red  marble  of  Moron,  quite 
misplaced,  with  some  bad  figures  above  it,  in  wood, 
which  ought  to  be  removed.  The  name  of  the  architect 
of  this  noble  church  is  unknown,  having  perished  with 
the  design  in  the  burning  of  the  old  palace  of  Madrid,  in 
1734,  where  it  was  placed,  with  many  others,  by  Philip 
the  second.  The  patio  de  los  naranjos,  formerly  the  court 
of  the  mosque,  has  been  preserved,  but  is  disfigured  by 
innovations  and  ill  sorted  repairs  of  all  kinds.  The 
Giralda  or  square  minaret  of  lh6  mosque,  the  work  of 
G never,  the  Moorish  inventor  of  algebra,  and  of  noble 
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proportions,  was  thought  too  low,  and  an  addition  of  an 
hundred  feet  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  height.  Fortu- 
nately they  found  an  artist,  Feman  Ruiz,  capable  of 
doing  4t  without  disfiguring  the  original  buildings  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  it  should  not  have  been  left  unaltered. 
A  peculiarity  is  observable  in  the  Giralda,  the  extreme 
lowness  of  the  door  and  entrance.  It  may  have  proceeded 
from  the  fear  that  animals  might  be  introduced,  which 
could  easily  ascend  to  the  summit  by  the  inclined  plane 
which  forms  the  passage  to  it,  and  thus  an  edifice  be  de- 
filed to  which  they  attached  so  much  importance,  that 
when  the  surrender  of  the  city  was  inevitable,  they  deter- 
mined to  demolish  it,  and  were  only  prevented  by  the 
threat  of  universal  massacre  in  case  of  proceeding. 

OVIEDO. 

The  cathedral  of  Oviedo  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  of 
the  whole.  It  is  in  the  style  of  Toledo,  but  is  smaller.  A 
beautiful  tower,  unfinished,  surmounts  it,  and  there  is  a 
most  noble  open  porch  at  the  western  end. 

CORDOVA* 

The  alterations  in  the  mosque  of  Cordova,  so  much  to 
be  lamented,  took  place  at  this  period.  The  choir  was, 
I  think,  by  Fernan  Ruiz.  It  is  Gothic,  and  less  incon- 
gruous, than  might  be  expected,  with  that  curious  monu- 
ment. The  tower  which  formed  the  entrance  of  the 
patio  of  the  mosque,  and  of  which  the  brazen  gates  remain, 
is  surmounted  by  a  modern  addition^  in  the  same  style  as 
that  of  the  Giralda  of  Seville,  I  think  by  the  same  artist 
as  the  choir. 
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SEGOVIA. 

Segovia  has  one  of  the  last  examples  of  the  Gothic 
cathedral.  It  is  of  1522,  just  as  the  chang^e  of  slyle  was 
taking  place.  It  is  a  noble  edifice,  but  heavier  than  some 
of  the  others,  and  ofa  style  properly  called  by  (he  Spanish 
critics  the  middle  Gothic. 

ZARAGOZA. 

The  Seu  at  Zaragoza  is  of  the  same  period,  and  is  low 
and  heavy.  Is  has  five  naves,  and  over  the  crucero,  is 
a  light  and  elegant  tower. 

PAMPL(»VAw 

The  cathedral  of  Pamplona  is  small,  but  light  and 
neat.  An  excellent  facade,  but  of  a  style  quite  disso- 
nant to  it,  was  built  last  century  from  a  design  of  Ro- 
drig^uez,  and  they  were  preparing  to  disfigure  the  trascoro 
in  a  similar  manner  when  I  was  there. 

Amongst  other  Gothic  churches  may  be  mentioned 
that  of  San  Juan  de  los  Reyes  at  Toledo,  a  light  and 
elegant  building,  which  suffered  very  much  in  the  war 
of  independence.  The  magnificent  church  of  the  Bene- 
dictines at  Yalladolid,  of  1500,  is  also  one  of  the  best 
specimens. 

Many  Gothic  churches  have  been  disfigured  in  modem 
times  by  facing  them  inside  in  order  to  imitate  the 
classic  manner,  which  their  proportions  do  not  allow ; 
and  the  bad  «fiect  is  still  aggravated  by  seeing  the  point- 
ed arches  over  the  pilasters  and  other  ornaments, 
which  are  generally  in  the  worst  style. 
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GRANADA. 


To  the  Gothic,  which  is  the  first  epoch  of  modem 
Spanish  architecture,  succeeded  the  classic,  or  style  of 
Charles  the  fifth  and  Philip  the  second,  modelled  on 
that  of  the  cinque  cento  or  of  Bramante,  Buonaroti  and 
the  great  Italians  of  that  time.  There  is  however  a  tran- 
sition style,  which  will  be  pointed,  out  with  more  de- 
tail, because  it  is  peculiar  to  the  country,  and  as  far 
as  I  know,  has  not  been  noticed  by  either  native  or 
foreign  writers  on  the  subject.  It  is  an  attempt  to  apply 
the  Grecian  design  and  details  to  edifices  constructed  in 
the  Gothic  form  and  proportions.  The  principal  example 
of  it,  is  the  cathedral  of  Granada,  thedescription  of  which 
is  so  inaccurately  given  ul  the  work  of  Llaguno,  that  it 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  its  having  been  taken  from 
a  design  which  had  probably  been  originally  intended 
but  was  not  executed,  and  from  the  writer  not  having 
seen  the  actual  building  itself.  This  sumptuous  edifice, 
which  has  been  ranked,  in  some  respects^  next  to  S.- 
Peters, is  composed  of  five  naves;  the  pUones  or  piers 
which  support  them  have  each  four  Corinthian  columns, 
placed  on  very  high  pedestals,  surmounted  by  a  lofty 
attic,  on  which  rests  a  roof,  groined  in  the  Gothic  man- 
ner. The  columns  are  placed  back  to  back,  or  on 
each  face  of  the  pilon,  the  angles  being  filled  up  by 
broken  angular  fragments  to  correspond.  The  columns 
and  entablatures  are  all  of  similar  height  to  each  other, 
in  the  manner  described  at  Seville,  and  the  middle  aisle 
is  raised  to  a  corresponding  height  above  the  laterals, 
exactly  after  the  mode  folloMred  in  that  Gothic  edifice. 

The  choir  is  formed  in  the  usual  place,  below  the 
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crucero.  There  is  no  dome  over  it.  The  great  altar 
is  isolated,  with  a  passage  behind  it  as  usual.  This 
altar  is  placed  under  a  decagonal  building,  of  which 
seven  sides  are  built,  the  other  three  are  open  and  form 
the  communication  with  the  great  aisle,  of  which  it  is 
the  termination.  This  polygon  is  carried  up  to  a  vast 
height,  and  ends  in  a  dome,  exactly  in  the  manner, 
but  not  in  the  proportions,  of  many  of  the  ediBces  re- 
maining at  Rome.  As  the  height  of  this  dome  is  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  aisle,  the  roof  of  the  latter  would 
have  intercepted  the  view,  which  has  been  partly  ob- 
viated by  an  arch  of  peculiar  construction,  and  very 
much  admired  by  artists.  The  height  of  the  centre  aisle, 
I  was  told  in  the  cathedral,  is  sixty  nine  varasj  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety  three  feet^  and  of  the  dome 
over  the  great  altar,  two  hundred  and  twenty,  or  eighty 
one  varus.  These  measurements  are  nearly  what  I  had 
previously  estimated  them  at^  but  are  not  given  as  ab- 
solutely fixed.  This  is  the  plan  of  t}iis  edifice,  of  which 
the  idea  was  beyond  all  doubt  taken  from  that  of 
Seville,  of  which  it  is  a  sort  of  transcript.  It  may  be 
a  failure,  as  in  some  respects  the  difficulties  were  nearly 
insurmountable.  The  columns  are  placed  too  high, 
ihe  breaks  in  the  sisles  destroy  the  harmony,  and  the 
proportions  are  bad,  the  whole  being  much  too  narrow, 
but  the  result  of  the  attempt  has  been  a  magnificent 
church,  well  worthy  its  reputation.  To  judge  of  the 
effect,  the  best  view  is  from  the  galleries  at  the  back  of 
the  great  altar,  where  are  the  paintings  of  Cano  and  Bo- 
canegra.  There  is  a  screen  at  the  back  of  the  choir, 
with  columns  resembling  some  in  Regent  street,  which 
have  been  thought  original,  but  in  general  this  noble 
building  has  been  little  injured  by  the  moderns.     The 
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Sagrario  which  adjoiDs  it  is  a  polygon ,  I  think  an  octa- 
gon y  and  is  of  singular  beauty,  both,  in  general  form 
and  detail.  I  could  not  ascertain  whether  it  is  by  the 
same  architect,  but  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  its 
being  so,  although  the  style  is  somewhat  different  from 
the  rest  of  the  building. 

The  chapel  of  the  Kings,  where  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella are  interred,  is  Gothic,  and  no  doubt  the  whole 
church  was  originally  intended  to  be  of  the  same  order. 
The  constructor  of  this  building  was  Diego  de  Siloe, 
son  of  an  artist  of  Burgos,  and  who  appears  never  to 
have  been  out  of  Spain.  He  will  appear  amongst  the 
sculptors^  in  which  branch  he  was  equally  eminent,  and 
he  was  celebrated  for  his  skill  in  carving  the  Gothic 
ornament. 

MALAGA. 

The  cathedral  of  Malaga  is  agreed  to  be  by  the  same 
artist,  and  is  on  a  plan  somewhat  similar,  but  of  smaller 
dimensions,  and  has  only  three  naves,  without  the  ele- 
vated chapel  of  the  great  altar.     The  roof  also  differs, 
not  being  groined  in  the  same  manner,  and  is  ornamen- 
ted by  being  divided  into  a  number  of  small  circular 
domes,   somewhat  like  the  windows  called  marigold  in 
the  Gothic,  and  is  of  solid  stone.     The  effect  is  much 
lighter  than  that  of  Granada,  and  the  modern  additions 
have  been  made  with  good  taste,  although  of  different 
design  from  the  original  building.     The  chapel  of  the 
Incarnacion   is  mentioned  under  the  head  of  mari)le8. 
The  sculpture  in  the  choir  is  excellent.     Behind  this 
cathedral  is  some  Gothic  work  of  very  good  style,  which 
is  very  probably  also  by  Siloe. 
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Part  of  ihe  magnificent  church  of  S. -Geronimo  at 
Granada,  where  Gonsalvo  dc  Cordova  is  interred,  was 
by  the  same  great  artist,  and  these  are  all  the  works  1 
am  acquainted  with  or  I  believe  are  known  to  be  by 
him,  but  he  inspected  and  corrected  various  other  edi- 
fices and  plans. 

JAEN. 

The  cathedral  of  Jaen  is  nearly  on  the  same  plan  as 
that  of  Malaga,  but  it  has  a  small  dome.  It  appears  to 
be  from  the  designs  of  the  elder  Valdelvira,  who  figu- 
res in  the  first  rank  amongst  the  sculptors.  The  sacristy 
is  of  admirable  proportions,  and  is  considered  one  of  ihe 
best  pieces  in  Spain.     It  is  of  the  pure  classic  form. 

The  enormous  hospital  de  la  Sangre,  at  Seville,  was 
commenced,  on  a  scale  which  precluded  its  ever  being 
fioished ,  from  a  plan  of  Gainza  about  1550.  In 
one  of  the  patios  or  squares  is  placed  a  chapel  of  a  design 
quite  different  from  that  of  the  main  building.  It  is 
said  to  be  by  Feman  Ruiz,  and  resembles  on  a  smaller 
scale  the  plan  of  the  cathedral  of  Granada.  Tt  is  very 
high  and  narrow,  with  one  nave.  '  There  are  side  cha- 
pels, and  Ionic  semi  columns,  which  rest  on  Doric  stools, 
or  projections  from  the  lateral  walls,  and  are  not  carried 
to  the  ground.  The  roof  is  of  solid  stone.  The  outside 
is  Ionic,  of  much  better  design  than  the  main  edifice  of 
the  hospital,  and  is  known  to  have  been  corrected  by 
Hachuca.  The  principal  facade  of  this  cbapcl  is  of  a 
still  different  style,  and  will  be  mentioned  more  particu- 
larly under  the  head  of  Machuca.  The  outside  entrance 
of  the  patio  is  of  a  yet  difierent  date  and  style,  being  of 
1617  and  probably  of  Asensio  de  Maeda.  It  is  inferior 
to  the  rest,  being  of  the  lime  when  the  art  had  declined. 
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These  edifices  are  all  that  I  am  acquainled  with  in  ihis 
transition  or  semi  Gothic  style,  irhidi  soon  gave  way 
to  that  which  forms  the  second  or  great  classic  period, 
corresponding  with  the  cinque  cento  of  Italy ,  which  it 
shortly  followed. 

ALHAMBRA. 

The  building  which  probably  holds  the  first  rank  as 
the  oldest  construction  on  the  Italian  or  Greco-Roman 
plan  y  is  the  palace  of  Charles  the  fifth  in  the  Alhambra, 
the  work  of  Machuca,  of  whom  nothing  is  known,  and 
\vhose  name  has,  by  the  mere  accident  ef  being  men« 
tioned  in  an  obscure  poem  of  that  period,  been  rescued 
from  oblivion.  He  must  beyond  all  question  have  stu- 
died in  Italy,  whence  he  introduced  the  Ionic  order 
into  Spain.  The  palace  has  an  Ionic  body  over  a  rustic 
base,  and  the  patio  or  inner  quadrangle  encloses  a  cir- 
cular area^  ornamented  in  corresponding  style,  and  of 
novel  and  beautiful  effect.  The  columns  of  the  prin- 
cipal facade  are  pure  and  correct.  Those  of  the  flank, 
where  is  the  chief  entrance,  hare  been  made  with  im- 
perfect capitals,  no  doubt  to  make  them  subordinate 
to  those  of  the  principal  front,  but  that,  and  festoons 
to  the  capitals,  would  have  been  better  omitted.  The 
sculpture  of  the  medallions  on  the  outside  will  be  men- 
tioned under  the  head  of  Machuca.  This  beautiful  edi- 
fice has  never  been  finished,  and  remains  a  shell,  part 
of  it  being  occupied  as  a  powder  magazine.  It  may  vie 
in  beauty  with  any  edifice  in  Europe. 

The  facade  of  the  chapel  of  the  hospital  de  la  Sangre, 
at  Seville,  so  exactly  resembles  the  Ionic  front  of  this 
building  that  it  seems  extraordinary  it  should  have  pass- 
ed unnoticed ;  the  more  so  as  it  is  known  that  this  artist 
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was  employed,  and  made  voyages  to  Seville,  to  correct 
the  designs  of  the  other  architects  in  the  very  same  cha- 
pel. The  style  is  as  exactly  identified  in  these  two 
buildings,  as  any  two  paintings  of  Raphael,  or  Domeni- 
chino,  or  of  Murillo.  It  differs  from  any  thing  else 
either  in  Spain  or  out  of  it,  to  my  kno'tvledge.  To  com- 
plete the  resemblance  to  the  Alhambra,  he  has,  ^ith 
consummate  taste,  introduced  an  arabesque  ornament 
upon  a  sarcophagus,  which  is  so  placed,  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  harmony  of  the  rest  of  the  front.  The  sculpture 
of  this  facade  will  also  be  mentioned  with  that  of  the 
Alhambra  under  the  head  of  Machuca.  There  are  no 
other  works  known  to  be  by  him  in  Spain,  nor  have  I 
met  with  any,  excepting  this,  which  even  by  conjecture 
could  be  attributed  to  him.  He  was  succeeded  at  the 
Alhambra  by  his  son,  by  whom  nothing  is  known  to  have 
been  constructed. 

Of  this  era  is  the  patio  of  the  Alcazar  at  Seville,  which 
was  built  by  order  of  Charles  the  fifth,  and  is  probably 
by  Luis  de  Vega.  It  has  double  columns,  and  is  of  great 
purity  of  design. 

Of  the  same  epoch  is  the  Alcazar  of  Toledo,  which  was 
commenced  on  the  plan  of  Luis  de  Vega  and  Covar- 
rubias,  but  was  subsequently  altered.  It  is  a  large  and 
high  quadrangular  building,  solid  and  massy,  but  br 
from  elegant  in  the  design.  The  patio  is  good,  and  seems 
to  have  suggested  the  arrangement  of  the  modern  palace 
at  Madrid.  The  best  part  is  the  stair  case,  which  is  un- 
equalled in  Emrope,  very  far  exceeding  that  of  Caserta 
in  simplicity  and  nobleness  of  plan.  It  is  the  work  of 
Villalpando,  the  celebrated  sculptor,  who  will  be  men- 
tioned else  where.  The  principle  is  similar  to  that  of 
the  royal  palace  at  Naples,  which  is  by  Juan  dc  Toledo, 
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but  it  is  superior  to  it.  One  of  the  facades  of  the  Alcazar 
was  subsequently  finished  by  Herrera,  and  is  better  than 
the  others. 

The  church  and  cloisters  of  San-Miguel  de  los  Reyes^ 
outside  of  Valencia,  is  generally  attributed  to  Coyarru- 
bias,  although  it  was  finished  after  his  death  by  others. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  specimens  of  the  architecture  of  this 
epoch. 

The  magnificent  Gothic  church  of  the  Benedictines  at 
Valladolid,  mentioned  before,  has  a  lofty  and  grand  por- 
tico, with  an  immense  balcony,  at  the  western  entrance^ 
built  subsequently,  and  rather  in  the  classic  style,  but 
meant  to  harmonise  with  the  interior.  Adjoining  it  is 
a  part  of  the  convent,  with  a  good  facade,  and  inside  is 
a  noble  cloister  of  Doric  and  Ionic  half  colums.  All  this 
last  mentioned  work  is  of  Juan  de  Ribera  Rada,  and  is 
in  the  style  of  Herrera,  whom  he  preceded,  but  the 
arcades  are  higher,  in  proportion  to  the  breadth,  than 
was  praticed  by  the  latter  architect. 

Bartolomeo  Bustamante,  who  seems  to  have  been  an 
amateur,  built  the  hospital  de  Afuera  at  Toledo  about 
this  time.  The  patio  is  magnificent,  and  is  divided  into 
two  parts  by  a  noble  colonnade,  which  forms  the  commu- 
nication of  the  building  from  its  two  sides.  These 
buildings,  that  near  Valencia,  at  Valladolid  and  Toledo, 
may  claim  precedency  in  the  great  and  solid  style,  which 
characterizes  the  period  at  which  we  have  now  arrived. 
The  palace  of  Granada  is  light  and  elegant,  as  before 
mentioned,  and  stands  alone  in  this  respect.  In  the 
solid -style,  the  Doric  and  Ionic  are  used  almost  exclu- 
sively, the  Corinthian  very  seldom.  The  Doric  is  of 
course  that  of  the  lulians  or  Romans,  no  other  being 
known  at  that  period. 
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ESCURIAL. 

The  Escurial  was  commenced  in  1 663,  from  the  desig^ns 
of  Juan  de  Toledo^  who  built  great  part  of  the  palace  at 
Naples.  This  building,  which  is  one  of  the  most  singular 
monuments  of  human  folly,  was  planned  by  a  monarch 
who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  art  in  general,  more  espe- 
cially of  architecture,  in  which  he  seems  to  hare  taken 
real  delight.  He  was  extremely  economical  in  arrange- 
ment, attending  to  the  most  minute  details,  and  had 
some  plans  worthy  of  imitation.  He  generally  com- 
menced by  assigning  very  small  pay  to  the  great  artists 
he  employed,  which  was  gradually  increased  as  he  ap- 
proved of  their  work,  but  never  amounted  to  much,  and 
most  of  them  died  poor.  The  pay  of  these  great  men 
was  about  equivalent  in  most  instances,  to  that  the  valets 
or  chefs  de  cuisine  of  their  successors  in  other  countries 
receive.  The  whole  "was  conducted  on  a  similar  plan 
of  economy,  and  the  noble  edifices  he  has  bequeathed  to 
succeeding  ages. were  executed  before  the  invention  of 
the  modem  system  of  encouraging  lavish  expenditure 
and  bad  taste  by  paying  per  centage. 

Before  any  work  was  determined  on,  in  the  great  time 
of  Spanish  architecture,  it  was  usual  to  summon  the  best 
artists  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  assembled  as 
at  a  congress,  and  their  opinions  were  severally  weighed, 
and  adopted  as  they  seemed  most  adviseable. 

The  Escurial  cost  very  much  less  than  San-Pauls,  al- 
thought  it  is  built  entirely  of  granite,  and  that  church 
might  nearly  stand  in  one  of  the  patios.  From  the  ac- 
counts, which  have  been  preserved,  the  cost  was  about 
six  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  which  are  to 
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be  added  some  other  expences^  and  the  Pantheon ,  which 
was  the  work  of  Crescenzi  an  Italian,  and  is  more  mo- 
dern. Some  parts  of  it  are  magnificent,  especially  the 
church,  which  has  only  the  defect  of  being  rather  narrow, 
increased  by  a  bold  and  noble,  but  misplaoed  cornice, 
which  runs  round  it. 

This  defect  in  proportion  was  no  doubt  caused  by  the 
^*  longing,  lingering  looks, "  these  great  artists  still 
cast  on  the  magnificent  constructions  of  the  preceding 
style,  from  which  their  first  impressions  were  derived. 

The  parts  of  the  whole  are  not  in  proportion  to  the 
general  outline,  owing  to  the  preposterous  and  absurd 
form  given  to  it.  The  stair  case,  and  some  other  trifling 
parts  have  been  altered  from  the  original  plan. 

Juan  Henrera,  who  finished  this  edifice,  must  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Spanish  school.  His  greatest  (Mriginal 
work  is  the  cathedral  of  Yalladolid,  which  is  unfinished, 
but  is  a  most  noUe  edifice.  There  are  three  naves,  with 
chapels  on  each  side.  The  great  ahar  is  not  isolated, 
but  is  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  centre  aisle.  The 
plan  has  beyond  all  doubt  been  taken  firom  the  Gothic 
church  of  the  Benedictines,  but  theproporticms  are  quite 
different.  It  has  vast  breadth,  and  most  majestic  pro- 
portion, with  the  utmost  purity  and  simplicity  of  detail, 
and  is  a  model  of  the  severe,  pure,  massy  and  unoma- 
mented  style  of  architecture.  Tliis  noble  building  loses 
its  efiect  from  a  gigantic  wall  die  canona  have  most  un- 
reasonably built  to  cover  their  choir,  which  completely 
prevents  any  general  view  of  the  interior,  and  the  spec- 
tator is  obliged  to  be  contented  with  lateral  and  flank 
views.  If  any  edifice  in  Spain  should  be  completed,  by 
a  better  division  of  the  church  property,  and  the  sweeping 
away   the  numerous  excrescences,  which  deform  and 
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disfigure  the  really  eoble  parts  of  the  fabric,  it  is  this  ca- 
thedral. The  present  church  is  only  the  body  of  the  ori- 
ginal plan ;  the  transept  is  entirely  wanting. 

The  arcades  of  this  artist,  which  are  amongst  the  most 
beautiful  of  his  designs  and  were  followed  for  some  time 
by  others  of  the  school,  are  on  the  Roman  principle,  the 
arches  being  turned  ttud  intersecting  each  other,  the 
height  and  breadth  being  equal,  so  that  each  arcade 
forms  a  square  or  cube.  The  effect  of  this  proportion 
with  its  Doric  columns  or  half  columns  is  perfect  for 
the  serere  and  massy  forms  suited  to  public  buildings. 

The  Lonja  or  Exchange,  of  Seville,  now  used  as  the 
Jlrchii^io  or  Registry  for  the  colonies,  is  a  quadrangle, 
with  Doric  and  Ionic  arcades  over  each  other,  surround- 
ing the  patio.  The  proportions  are  perfect,  and  it  is 
a  model  for  public  buildings,  which  should  be  placed  in 
all  boards  of  works  and  similar  places.  The  stair  case  is 
modera  and  of  inferior  design,  but  richly  ornamented 
with  marble.  The  divisions  have  been  taken  down  in 
the  upper  part  to  suit  the  arrangements  of  the  repo- 
sitory of  papers,  and  the  effect  is  very  much  lessened 
by  it. 

Alonzo  Berruguete,  the  painter  and  sculptor,  was 
also  eminent  in  architecture.  The  best  work  I  have  seen 
by  him,  is  the  inner  court  or  pcuio  of  the  archiepiscopal 
palace  at  Alcala  deHenares,  which  may  be  compared  to 
the  productions  of  Sansovino  ai^d  his  school.  It  is 
chaiged  with  ornament. 

I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  date  or  name  of  the 
architect  of  the  cathedral  of  the  Pilar  at  Zaragoza,  which 
must  be  referred  to  this  epoch,  or  a  little  later.  It  is  a 
quadrangle^  of  four  hundred  feet  by  two  hundred,  be- 
sides the  chapels.     There  are  three  naves,  withsix  massy 
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pilones  of  bad  style  belween  each.  It  is  low  in 
proportion  to  the  breadth  and  length.  There  are 
many  small  domes,  and  the  painting  and  gilding  give  it 
a  theatrical  appearance.  The  chapel  or  sanctuary  of  the 
Virgin  of  the  Pilar,  which  was  designed  by  Rodriguez 
in  last  century,  is  placed  like  a  tent  underneath,  and  is  in 
better  taste.  There  are  many  buildings  in  Spain,  espe- 
cially cloisters  of  convents,  which  resemble  the  style  of 
Herrera,  and  are  referable  to  the  epoch  immediately 
succeeding  him.  A  rapid  decline  took  place  afterwards. 
The  sumptuous  palace  of  the  duke  of  Infantado,  at  Gua* 
dalaxara,  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  how  far  decay 
had  taken  place  in  the  next  century.  A  style  was  used, 
apparently  about  this  time,  chiefly  in  the  Basque  or  free 
provinces,  but  the  church  of  Cazalla  in  the  Sierra 
Morena,  is  of  similar  design.  The  church  is  divided  into 
naves  by  single  columns  of  vast  height,  with  regular 
base,  and  capitals  generally  Doric,  which  support  light 
and  noble  roofs  arched  in  the  Roman  manner.  I  cannot 
find  the  names  or  dates  of  the  artists  of  these  edi* 
fices,  but  they  were  almost  certainly  natives  of  the  pro- 
vincias. 

The  domestic  architecture  of  the  free  provinces  and 
of  Aragon,  which  is  of  very  good  style,  resembling 
the  better  times  of  Tuscan  design,  must  'generally  be 
referred  to  this  period. 

Miguel  de  Lopez ,  who  is  mentioned  as  the  architect 
of  the  curious  church  of  Priego,  and  must  have  studied 
at  Florence,  where  he  might  be  supposed  to  have  absor- 
bed the  ideas  of  Brunelleschi,  lived  at  this  time.  I 
know  no  other  edifices  which  could  be  attributed  to 
him. 

The  magnificent  church  of  the  Jesuits  at  St-Ignacio, 
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near  Tolosa,  is  from  ihe  plan  of  an  Italian  artist,  I 
think  Fontana,  although  it  was  built  by  natives.  The 
other  churches  formerly  be  belonging  to  the  society  of 
Jesus,  which  are  now  chiefly  connected  with  establish- 
ments of  education,  are  on  an  uniform  plan,  similar  to 
those  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  built  during  the 
flourishing  time  of  the  order,  and  I  believe  from  the 
plans  of  architects  belonging  to  it.  They  are  in  ge- 
neral in  the  form  of  a  Latin  cross,  with  side  chapels, 
and  are  richly  ornamented  with  marbles  and  other 
ornaments. 

The  art  was  brought  to  its  lowest  point  by  some  offsets 
of  the  school  of  Borromini,  of  whom  Ribero,  Tome, 
Gavilan,  and  Churriguera  were  the  leaders.  Nothing 
can  be  imagined  so  bad  as  the  specimens  produced  by 
their  fevered  brains.  They  are  beyond  any  thing  that 
resulted  from  the  vague  ideas  of  the  Italians.  They  are 
known  in  the  criticisms  of  the  Spanish  writers  as  delinos  or 
the  offsprings  of  diseased  and  distempered  imaginations, 
and  are  sometimes  compared  to  the  works  of  the  harpies 
whoin  ancient  times  scattered  filth  over  every  thing  they 
approached.  This  style  was  the  more  unfor  tuna te,  as  it  was 
introduced  at  a  time,  when  the  cabildos  were  rich,  and  vast 
sums  were  expended  in  gilding,  and  many  forests  level- 
led to  cater  to  the  wild  fancies  of  these  visionaries,  who 
have  befouled  almost  every  principal  church  in  Spain. 
The  name  of  one  who  was  not  the  worst  of  them,  has 
been  selected,  apparently  from  its  singularity,  and  ihe 
facility  of  compounding  from  it,  to  designate  the  style, 
and  Churriguera,  Churriguerismo,  Churrigueresco, 
occur  in  endless  variety,  to  denote  all  that  is  vicious  in 
design  and  execution.  The  Cabildo  of  Toledo  mate- 
rially contributed  to  the  spreading  this  evil,  by  sacri- 
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ficing  a  Tery  lai^e  sum  in  the  transparetUe,  which  vras 
considered  an  eighth  marrel  of  the  worlds  and  imita- 
tions of  it  too  generally  adopted.  To  this  epoch  must 
be  referred  the  cathedral  of  Cadi/.,  which  is  a  Corin- 
thian structure,  on  the  ornamental  part  of  which,  the 
architect  seems  to  have  studied  how  much  money 
could  be  expended  with  the  least  effect.  Apparently 
and  according  to  the  calculations  given  of  the  expen- 
diture, at  least  two  cathedrals  might  have  been  finished 
for  the  sum  thus  thrown  away.  The  roof  has  unfortu- 
nately been  left,  so  that  it  must  now  perish,  as  the 
funds  are  dried  up,  unless  some  mode  be  taken  to 
cover  it  in,  and  preserve  what  has  already  been  finished. 
It  now  serves  for  a  rope  walk,  and  similar  uses. 

This  bad  style  prevailed  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  commencement  of  the  next.  The  first  native 
who  opposed  it  with  any  success  was  Ventura  Rodriguez, 
who  adopted  a  severe  and  correct  design,  which  fortu- 
nately became  extremely  popular,  his  veorks  being  wi- 
dely spread.  Juvara>  a  SiciliaUi  and  Sacchetti,  wIuHn 
he  recommended  as  his  successor  in  the  palace  at  Ma- 
drid, and  Sabbatini,  a  Sicilian,  were  also  extensively 
engaged  by  the  court.  To  these  artists,  and  to  Villa- 
nueva,  yfho  succeeded  Rodriguez,  we  owe  the  best  ar- 
chitecture at  Madrid,  as  the  custom  hotise,  etc.,  which 
are  all  modem.  None  of  the  real  architecture  of  the 
best  time  exists  in  that  modem  place,  as  the  monirdis 
who  planned  making  it  the  capital  did  not  immediately 
employ  their  architects  upon  it. 

The  academy  viras  instituted  about  the  same  period, 
the  early  part  of  last  century,  and  it  may  be  said  the  art 
is  now  secured  from  falling  back  into  the  state  from  which 
it  emerged  at  the  commenc^nent  of  this  last  epodi. 
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Amongst  the  reformers  of  taste  must  be  mentioned 
Ponzy  who  had  passed  many  years  in  Italy,  and  was  an 
excellent  judge  of  art  in  most  branches.  He  trarelled 
towards  the  end  of  last  century,  before  the  troubles 
commenced,  in  a  sort  of  official  manner,  and  criticised 
erery  branch,  but  especially  the  architecture,  in  a  bold 
aud  free  style,  which  would  hardly  be  peimitted  at  pre- 
sent. He  possessed  the  power  of  dry  ridicule,  which 
is  so  much  feared  in  Spain,  and  was  the  terror  of  the 
cabildoSy  where  his  criticisms  and  observations  are  care- 
fully treasured  up,  and  I  have  constantly  heard  them 
quoted. 

The  most  considerable  work  of  Yillanueva  is  the  buil- 
ding at  Madrid  now  used  for  the  Museum,  the  exterior 
of  which  has  been  much  criticised,  and  cannot  be  defen- 
ded. It  is  massy,  but  without  convenience  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  and  expense  of  building.  It  is  of 
brick  ornamented  with  granite.  The  front  is  too  long. 
The  principal  or  central  facade  is  outflanked  by  two 
unomamented  projections,  in  the  manner  of  bastions, 
which  destroy  the  harmony  of  outline. .  There  is  in  the 
centre,  a  hexastyle  portico  of  Doric,  of  indifferent  design, 
flanked  by  two  Ionic  colonnades  of  incomparable  beauty, 
bat  of  no  utility,  as  they  support  nothing,  whilst  the 
heavy  entablature  of  the  body  of  the  edifice  is  seen  above 
and  behind  them.  The  interior  is  better,  and  the  Ionic 
temple  which  forms  the  lateral  entrance  is  unrivalled  in 
beauty  and  fitness  for  its  purpose. 

The  bridges,  and  other  works  on  the  roads,  those  of 
the  paseoSf  or  public  walks,  the  fortresses,  and  public 
buildings  of  all  kinds,  are  constructed  with  a  degree  of 
grandeur  and  solidity,  which  is  admirable  in  the  highest 
degree.     At  present,   excepting  the  improvements  on 
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the  roadsy  few  otliers  are  carryiDg  on,  but  the  elevations 
of  buildings  in  the  towns  all  over  the  country  where 
any  are  makings  are  in  good  and  correct  taste,  in  the 
manner  now  common  to  all  Europe,  and  do  not  require 
more  particular  notice.  The  branches  of  the  Academy 
at  Madrid,  which  are  established  in  the  provincial  capi- 
tals, have  been  of  the  greatest  use,  in  extending  these 
ameliorations. 
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CHAPTER    XXI. 

Sculpture. 

Although  it  is  indisputable  that  the  arts  of  sculpture 
and  painting  existed  from  ayery  remote  period  in  Spain  y 
the  early  speciidens  of  both  which  remain,  rather  tend 
toprove^  not  only  that  no  great  progress  was  made,  but 
that  there  was  little  probability  of  their  attaining  more 
than  a  moderate  degree  of  excellence,  at  the  time  all  the 
great  schools  of  Edrope  were  already  founded,  and  were 
gradually  adyancing  by  certain  steps  to  the  perfection  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  After  a  diligent  search,  both  in 
their  authors,  in  the  cathedrals,  and  other  ancient  depo-^ 
sitaries  of  the  artSy  and  haying  from  habit  and  practice, 
attachment  to  the  study  of  the  early  masters,  and  the 
progressiye  deyelopement  of  art,  I  haye  come  to  the 
conclusion,'  that  no  school  can  be  traced,  in  any  part 
of  Spain,  analogous  to  those  of  Tuscany,  of  Venice,  of 
Ferrara^  and  others  of  Italy,  nor  of  the  early  schools  of 
Germany  and  Flanders.  It  is  to  the  intercourse  with 
other  nations  that  the  Spanish  schools  are  mainly  in- 
debted for  their  excellence  in  all  departments  of  art. 
The  progress  of  sculpture  and  painting  is  nearly  similar. 
The  first  arriyal  of  foreign  artists  were  Germans  and 
Flemings,  who,  after  a  temporary  sway,  yielded  to  the 
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superior  genius  of  ihe  Italians  of  the  cinque  cento. 
To  their  works,  to  the  artists  brought  by  Charles  the 
fifth,  and  Philip  the  second,  and  to  the  natives  who 
travelled  to  Italy  for  improrement,  we  are  indebted  for 
the  developement  of  the  mighty  talents  which  have 
bequeathed  to  posterity  some  of  the  first  productions  of 
the  hu^an  mind.  This  statement,  which  the  ensuing 
analysis  of  the  schools  will  proTe,  is  no  detraction  from 
the  merit  of  the  illustrious  men,  of  whom  these  pages 
give  the  imperfect  sketdi.  The  intestine  troubles  of 
Spain  only  ceased,  and  allowed  a  steady  cultivation  of 
the  arts  of  peace,  when  the  Italians  were  already  in  the 
meridian  of  their  glory,  and  all  the  rest  of  Europe  in  a 
state  of  comparative  barWism,  and  it  is  infinitely  moi^ 
to  their  credit,  that  tbey  should  have  drank  at  the 
fountain  bead,  and  not  disdained  the  maiums  and  expe- 
rience of  the  great  masters  of  modem  civiliution,  than 
by  remaining  in  their  own  cotuitry,  have  attempted^  by 
slow  and  uncertain  steps,  to  reach  a  moderate  elevation 
on  the  mountain,  near  the  scunmit  of  which  they  are 
now  placed. 

The  same  plan  will  be  followed  in  the  arrangement  of 
both  sculpture  and  painting.     A  genoral  view  is  taken 
of  the  whole  art,  from  the  earliest  times,  and  it  is  divided 
into  epochs,  and  schools  respectively.     The    foreign 
artists,  who  have  assisted,  are  kept  separate  from  the 
natives.     The  great  land  marks  or  divisions  are  desig- 
nated, and  the  name  of  each  of  tJbe  principal  professors, 
who  have  come  under  the  view  of  the  author,  is  given, 
with  a  short  description  of  his  style,  and  where  his  works 
may    now    be    found.      Those   of  inferior   rank   are 
omitted. 

The  first  period  is  the  Gothic,  which  will  be  passed 
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rapidly  OYer>  as  it  is  involved  in  much  uncertainty  as 
to  the  names  of  the  artists,  and  is  of  little  comparative 
interest^  differing  very  little  from  the  rest  of  Europe  in 
the  middle  ages,  or  bassi  tempi  of  the  Italians.  This 
style  was  modified,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth 
centary,  by  German  and  Flemish  artists,  who  gave  a 
temporary  turn  and  stimulus  to  the  art,  but  were  soon 
succeeded  by  the  Italians,  and  natives  who  had  visited 
Italy.  This  is  the  second  or  classic  epoch,  during  which 
time  Michael  Angelo,  Raphael,  or  Julio  Romano,  and 
other  great  Italians  were  the  object  of  imitation.  Some* 
times,  though  rarely,  the  severe  forms  of  the  antique  are 
found  in  the  works  of  this  period. 

The  third  period  is  that  more  particularly  national  or 
Spanish,  which,  lasted  through  the  seventeenth  into  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  last  or  aca- 
demical style,  formed  by  the  institution  of  that  body, 
and  which  still  continues,  differing  very  little  from  that 
of  the  rest  of  Europe. 

The  materials  used,  and  manners  of  execution,  are 
extremely  varied.  They  comprise  marble  (rarely),  ala- 
baster, stone,  plaster,  barro  or  clay;  but  by  far  the 
greatest  part  is  of  wood,  painted,  or  plain.  Sometimes 
oak  is  used,  sometimes  the  encina  or  Spanish  ilex;  cedar, 
and  other  fine  woods  from  America,  were  sometimes  but 
rarely  used.  Tlie  greatest  proportion  by  far  is  of  pine. 
Hie  painting  and  gilding  these  statues  and  their  dra« 
peries,  was,  in  the  great  time,  an  art  of  itself.  The 
most  exquisite  specimens  are  found  in  Andalusia,  where 
the  mode  of  finishing  the  draperies  resembles  oriental 
work,  and  bears  strong  evidence  of  being  derived  in 
some  way  from  the  Moors.  The  painting  the  hands 
and  faces,  and  other  parts  of  the  figure  required  the  ut- 
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most  skilly  and  was  generally  done  either  by  the  master 
himself,  or  under  his  immediate  inspection,  and  many 
eminent  artists  did  not  disdain  to  work  on  the  prodoe* 
tions  of  the  chissel  of  others,  in  this  necessary  and 
important  branch  of  finishing^.  When  these  statues  are 
repainted,  they  are  generally  utterly  and  irretrievably 
ruined,  as  will  be  pointed  out  in  some  which  have  had 
the  misfortune  to  undergo  this  operation.  The  govern- 
ment should  take  some  strong  and  energetic  means  to 
prevent  even  the  cleaning  of  them,  which  is  attended 
with  the.  greatest  danger.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
the  destruction  caused  by  daubing  paint  over  them.  It 
is  like  ordering  a  sign  painter  to  go  over  the  transfi- 
guration or  other  painting  at  hb  own  fancy,  or  casing 
Waterloo  bridge  with  brick.  These  inestimaUe  produc- 
tions then  assume  the  appearance  of  Gog  and  Magog  of 
the  Guildhall,  and  all  possibiUty  of  preserving  their 
forms,  even  to  the  practised  eye,  is  often  lost,  by  tke 
optical  delusion  produced  by  bad  colouring.  Where  it 
has  been  unfortunately  done,  the  only  remedy  is  to  go 
over  both  flesh  and  draperies  v?ith  sober  uniform  colours 
imitating  the  general  tones  of  the  master,  without  shading, 
and  leaving  the  effect  to  the  play  of  light  on  the  figure. 
All  that  are  attempted  to  be  done,  otherwise  are  ruined. 
I  saw  a  most  beautiful  bust  of  Cano,  which  had  belonged 
to  a  sculptor  of  some  eminence,  who  repainted  it,  and 
pasted  in  eyelashes  of  his  own  manufacture,  giving  it 
exactly  the  appearance  of  the  figures  which  are  exhibited 
to  set  forth  their  wares,  in  barber's  repositories.  The 
carcoma  or  worm,  which  has  invaded  many  of  them^  and 
destroyed  the  wood,  is  easily  arrested  in  its  progress, 
and  it  seldom  I  believe,  molests  the  painting  or  gilding. 
The  painted  sculpture  is  that  which  particularly  cha- 
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racterizes  the  Spanish  school.  As  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  this  interesting  art  are  in  the  convents^ 
besides  the  orders  for  their  preservation,  strict  charge 
should  be  laid  on  the  present  holders  of  them^  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  their  alienalion,  and,  when  the 
inevitable  doom,  which  awaits  those  establishments  at 
no  distant  period,  falls  on  them,  to  secure  the  imme- 
diate reception  of  them  in  provincial  as  well  as  a  central 
museum  at  Madrid.  Severe  orders  are  also  required 
to  prevent  them  whitewashing  them,  which  is  some- 
times done  with  the  most  laudable  intentions,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  statue. 

It  fortunately  happens^  that  most  of  the  finest  works 
of  these  masters  have  been  preserved,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  case  with  the  painters.  They  were  unsalea- 
ble, and  not  easily  removed,  and  they  were  happily 
not  aware  of  their  being  combustible,  and  that  they 
might  serve  the  purposes  of  firing  for  boiling  kettles 
during  a  bivouack.  Some  have  remained  uninjured, 
where  the  church  they  are  in  has  served  fqr  cavalry 
stables,  and  other  uses  of  the  same  description. 

The  sculptors  of  the  first  order  who  have  equalled  the 
Italians,  and  excelled  every  other  school,  since  the  re- 
vival of  the  arts,  are  Pedro  de  Valdelvira,  Felipe  Vigar- 
ny,  Pedro  Machuca,  Xamele,  Gregorio  Pardo,  Alonzo 
Bemiguete,  Diego  de  Navas,  Francisco  Yillalpando, 
Diego  de  Siloe,  Bartolomeo  Morel,  Caspar  Bccerra^ 
Miguel  Ancheta,  Esteban  Jordan,  Manuel  Pereyra,  J.  M. 
Martinez  y  Montanes,  Alonzo  Cano,  Pedro  Mena  y  Me- 
drauo,  Pedro  Roldan,  and  some  of  nearly  equal  ability. 
It  is  needless  to  observe  that  in  pointing  out  and  criti- 
cising those  who  adopted  for  a  short  period  the  style 
of  Michael  Angelo,  no  reflection  is  intended  to  be  con- 
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veyed  on  that  great  man,  but  it  is  well  known  his  imi* 
tators  seldom  succeeded.  His  chissel  and  his  pencil 
in  the  hand  of  others,  were  like  the  arms  of  Athiltes, 
or  the  shield  of  Ajax  in  those  of  inferior  warriors,  which 
were  calculated  to  incumber  rather  than  protect  or  de» 
fend  them. 

In  the  observations  on  these  styles  and  manners,  the 
comparisons  are  made  with  acknowledged  modek,  which 
have  stood  the  test  of  ages,  and  no  assumption  of  con* 
naisseur  ship  is  intended.  Practice  and  habit  are  re- 
quired to  be  able  to  judge  of  these  objects,  like  every 
other  department  of  knowledge,  neither  quackery  or 
mystery  are  required ,  nor  will  be  attempted.  The  work 
chiedy  used  as  a  guide  for  the  dates  and  localities,  is 
that  of  Cean  Bermudez,  which  is  a  modern  compila- 
tion, or  catalogue  raisonne,  from  all  the  the  best 
written  and  many  manuscript  communications  from  the 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  on  the  works  of  art  in  their  pos* 
session. 

Besides  the  regular  and  progressive  division  of  the 
sculpture  into  four  epochs,  the  Gothic,  Classic,  Spanish, 
and  Academical,  as  before  mentioned,  I  have  distributed 
it  into  three  schools,  Castile,  Seville,  and  Granada, 
which  last  is  more  modern  than  the  others.  There 
are  many  detached  artists  of  great  merit,  in  Aragon, 
Navarre,  Catalonia,  and  other  provinces,  but  none  in 
sufHcient  numbers,  or  connected  so  as  to  form  a  school 
of  themselves,  and  they  are  added  to  the  others,  their 
country  being  always  speciBed.  The  destruction  of  the 
contents  of  the  churches  at  Valencia,  during  the  war 
of  Napoleon,  was  so  great,  that  it  is  to  be  feared  the 
works  of  many  sculptors  have  perished  entirely.  I 
should  have  willingly  made  a  school  from  the  sculpture 
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of  that  celebrated  seat  of  art,  but  the  statues  whiofa 
came  under  my  obseryatioo  there  were  insufficient  to 
justify  it. 

SCHOOL    OF     CASTILB. 

The  cathedral  of  Toledo  is  the  great  repository  of  this 
andent  and  illustrious  school.  There  is  a  prodigious  list  of 
artists  in  the  archives  of  the  early  period,  who  assisted 
in   ornamenting   the    churchy    but   they   are    massed 
together  in  accounts  kept  of  the  result  of  works  under- 
taken by  several  together,  who  respectively  performed 
the  painting,  gilding,  and  sculpture,  and  are  not  sepa- 
rately designated.     It  is  needless  to  drag  the  reader 
through  the  long  list  of  ^ese  names.     So  little  progress 
had  been  made ,  that  the  reliefs  of  the  conquest  of  G  ranada, 
which  were  executed  in   1495,  by  the  maestre  Rodri- 
goez,  and  are  in  the  choir,  exhibit  a  very  bad  specimen 
of  the  bassi  tempi.     From  their  situation,  and  the  impon* 
tance  of  the  subject,  they  were  naturally  by  the  best 
artist  who  could  be  procured.     They  still  remain,  and 
afford  a  curious  comparison  with  the  admirable  works 
of  Berruguete,   and  Vigarny,  which  are  immediately 
above  them^  and  were  executed  a  very  few  years  after- 
wards.    Some  works  of  the  style  of  Durer,  from  whose 
prints  they  might  be  supposed  to  be  copied,  are  to  be 
seen  on  ihefadiada  de  losLeoncs^  in  the  same  cathedral, 
and  at  San  Juan  de  los  Reyes,  a  beautiful  Gothic  church 
in  the  same  city,  where  the  chains  of  the  Christian  cap* 
tives  taken  from   the  Moors   are  appended.     Some  of 
diesestatuesyei  remain,  although  the  church  has  been  de- 
vastated, and  most  of  the  specimens  of  art  it  contained 
destroyed.     At  Yalladolid,  others  of  the  same  manner 
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may  be  found,  but  they  have  generally  been  replaced  by 
works  of  the  second  or  greal  era. 

At  Leon,  which  is  the  finest  of  the  early  cathedrals, 
the  sculpture  is  extremely  bad,  in  the  worst  style  of  the 
Gothic  manner  of  tlie  north  of  Europe.  There  are 
works  in  the  same  church,  which  are  more  modem,  but 
are  incorrect  in  drawing,  which  is  extremely  rare  in 
Spain,  where  the  rudest  specimens  are  in  general  not 
faulty  in  that  respect. 

»IEfi0    COPIN    DE   OLAMDA, 

His  mapner  is  classic,  with  a  mixture  of  the  Gothio. 
His  works  are  in  the  cathedral  at  Toledo;  the  principal 
being  the  inside  face  of  the  gates  of  the  Lions,  which  are 
in  wood,  in  bold  relief,  with  the  strange  sulijects,  for 
such  a  place,  of  centaurs  fighting,  and  other  profane 
histories.  Some  of  the  sculpture  on  the  walls,  on  both 
«des  of  the  transept,  is  also  by  him.  He  was  assisted  in 
these  and  other  works  in  the  church  by  hb  son.  The 
name  affords  a  strong  presumption  that  he  was  not  a  na* 
tive  of  Spain. 

JUAN    MORLAA'CS,    FATHE9    AMD   SON. 

A  Biscayan,  settled  in  Zaragoza.  His  chief  work  is 
the  portacla  or  portail  of  the  church  of  Santa  Engracia, 
which  has  been  mii^culously  preserved,  all  around  it 
being  destroyed,  the  great  mine  having  passed  through 
the  church.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  sculpture  in  the 
style  of  Durer,  and  most  of  it  is  uninjured.  It  iu  is 
alabaster.  Some  parts  are  by  his  son,  and  are  e£|sily 
distinguished. 
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The  son,  Jilan,  had  a  much  better  style ;  he  was  the 
friend  of  Becerraywho  gave  him  a  beautiful  relief,  repre- 
senting the  resurrection,  which  is  placed  in  the  chapel  of 
S.*Bemardo  at  the  Sen ,  and  the  works  of  the  artist  below 
it.  They  are  extremely  dirty,  and  the  chapel  very  dark, 
jbut  are  in  a  good  style,  not  unlike  that  of  Becerra. 

DAMIAN    FORMENT. 

A  Valencian.  The  retablo  mayor  of  the  Pilar  at 
Zaragoza  is  by  him,  a  large  work  in  alabaster,  in  the 
manner  of  M.  Angelo.  The  retablo  of  the  church  of 
S.-Paul,  attributed  to  him,  appeared  to  me  to  be  of 
older  date,  and  inferior  work. 

JULIO     AGUILES. 

An  artist  of  Castile,  whose  works  are  at  Yalladolid. 
Amongst  them  is  probably  the  retablo  of  the  Angustias, 
which  is  in  the  classic  manner,  or  that  of  Becerra,  and 
of  painted  wood. 

GUIOT     BEOGRANT. 

A  native  ot  Bilboa,  where  he  executed  the  retablo  of 
Santiago,  ^hich  I  thought  inferior  to  the  praises  bes- 
towed on  it. 

ESTEBAN    OBRAY. 

Supposed  to  be  a  Navarro,  but  resided  in  Zaragoza, 
where  he  executed  the  sUleria  or  chairs  of  the  choir, 
in  oak ,  in  the  classic  manner ,  and  of  respectable 
work. 
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OAt^AR     DK     TOaDMItAAft. 

Belter  known  as  an  architect,  executed  the  retabh 
mayor  of  S.-Juan  de  !os  Reyes,  at  Toledo,  now  lost, 
and  the  retabh  of  San  Antonio  Abad  in  S.-Benito 
el  Real,  Valladolid,  which  resembles  the  work  of  Be^ 
rug^ete. 

ALOMZO     BERaUGU£T£. 

An  old  Castilian^  went  early  to  Italy,  and  was  esta- 
blished and  well  known  in  the  g^reat  republic  at  Florence, 
being  intimate  with  Buonaroti,  whom  he  accompanied 
to  Rome,  and  the  other  celebrated  artists  of  that  time. 
He  returned  to  Spain  in  1520,  bringing^  back  the  true 
an  of  painting  in  oil,  as  then  practised  by  the  Italians, 
and  the  principles  of  the  gt^at  style  of  sculpture  of  th^ 
sew  school.  His  faTorite  manner  is  that  of  Buonaroti, 
whom  he  followed  too  much.  Many  of  his  works  are 
only  a  meschine  imitation  of  his  master.  His  finest 
production  is  the  side  of  the  silieria  *  of  the  choir,  in 
the  cathedral  of  Toledo,  which  is  in  a  style  more  ap- 
proaching the  antique.  These  figures  are  in  two  ranges, 
of  marble  and  alabaster.  The  transfigtitation,  over  the 
seat  of  the  archbishop,  is  also  by  him,  but  the  nature 
of  the  subject  is  unsuited  to  sculpture  from  the  impossi- 
bility of  giving  the  necessary  perspective.  The  gates  of 
the  city  have  several  statues  by  him,  and  his  last  work, 
finished  by  his  son,  is  a  tomb  in  the  church  of  the  hos- 
pital de  Afuera;  in  which  the  decay  of  his  powers  is  very 

*  The  seab  of  the  canons  in  the  choirs  of  ihc  cathedraU. 
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eWdent.  At  Coenca,  is  the  half  of  a  door,  leading  to 
the  sola  de  CabiUOf  with  good  reliefs  and  omamonls. 
The  adoration  of  the  kings  appeared  to  be  his  work, 
and  not  the  transfiguration,  as  stated  in  the  books, 
which  is  by  an  inferior  artist.  The  retablo  mayor  of 
San  Benito  el  Real,  at  Yalladolid,  is  in  the  worst  style, 
as  is  that  of  the  conyent  of  la  Mejorada  near  Olmedo. 
The  beautiful  ornaments  and  busts  of  the  inner  patio 
ofthearchiepiscop^l  palace  at  Alcala  de  Henares,  are  of 
his  best  manner.  The  celebrated  reliefs  of  the  palace  at 
Granada,  so  long  attributed  to  him,  are  now  known  to 
be  by  some  other  artist.  They  do  not  the  least  resemble 
his  style,  but  in  many  parts  it  was  the  fashion  to  attri- 
bute every  unknown  work  to  him,  before  the  names  of 
several  excellent  artists,  fully  hb  equals  were  ascertained. 
See  Machuca. 

FBLIPB   VIGARNY. 

Of  Burgundian  family  established  at  Burgos.  Beyond 
all  dpubt  he  had  studied  in  Italy,  his  style  mixing  the 
antique  with  that  of  M.  Angelo,  and  some  remains  of 
the  Gothic.  His  principal  works  are  those  of  the  half 
of  the  silleiia  of  the  choir  in  the  cathedral  of  Toledo  ; 
opposite  to  those  of  Berruguele ;  the  descent  of  the 
Virgin  under  a  canopy  in  the  great  aisle,  over  a  work 
of  his  brother;  and  the  retablo  mayor  of  the  chapel 
of  the  kings  at  Granada,  which  is  in  the  Gothic  style  of 
architecture,  of  which  the  statues  partake. 

GREGORIO   VIGARNY. 

The  brother,  and  assistant  of  Philip,  whom  his  style 
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resembles  so  as  to  be  hardly  distinguishable.  .  In  the 
cathedral  of  Toledo  arc,  by  him,  two  medallions,  one 
pn  each  side  the  transept,  representing  the  coronation 
of  the  Virgin,  and  Santa  Leocadia  rising  from  the  tomb. 
The  relief  of  San  Ildefonso  receiving  the  casulla  *  from 
the  Virgin,  said  in  the  books  to  have  been  at  the  back 
of  the  seat  of  the  archbishop,  is  now  under  a  dais  or 
canopy,  forming  an  altar,  near  one  of  the  pilones  of 
the  great  aisle. 

ZAHBTB. 

This  great  sculptor,  whose  surname  alone  has.  emerged 
from  the  obscurity,  in  which  his  history  is  unjustly  invol- 
ved, has  very'probably  a  Moorish  descent.  He  is  placed 
in  this  school,  because  in  Castile  only  are  his  works  or 
name  known.  He  worked  at  the  entrance  of  the  chapel 
of  the  Torre^  or  the  canons,  in  the  cathedral  of  Toledo; 
but  his  finest  work  is  the  magnificent  arch  of  the  ca- 
thedral  at  Cuenca,  of  which  the  style  of  design  and 
execution,  place  him  in  the  first  line  of  these  great 
artists.  It  is  of  immense  size,  in  form  resembling  a 
triumphal  arch,  and  leads  into  the  cloister,  running  to 
the  height  of  the  body  of  the  church.  It  contains  an 
infinite  number  of  reliefs,  caprichos  or  grotesques, 
angels,  and  every  description  of  subject,  with  a  luxu- 
riance of  fancy  like  the  ablest  of  the  Italians  and  of 
the  finest  design  and  execution.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
it  be  not  the  best  sculpture  in  Spain.  The  statue  of 
the  Virgin  appears  of  much  older  time,  and  by  an 
artist  of  a  different  epoch. 

*  An  liabiliraenl  of  bishop,  and  •  subject  oflcu  treated  in  painliiig;  it  Menu  it  was 
conferred  bv  the  Madonna  in  person. 
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GRBGORIO     PilRDO. 

The  Caxoneria  or  wardrobes  of  the  anteroom  of  the 
winter  chapter  house  at  Toledo,  long  attributed  to  Ber- 
ruguete,  are  carved  by  him.  They  are  exactly  in  the 
style  of  that  artist. 

FRAHCISCO      DB     yiLLALPANDO. 

Equally  illustrious  as  architect,  sculptor,  and  rejerOf 
or  designer  of  the  ornamented  iron  gates,  a  native  of 
Valladolid.  He  executed  the  pulpits  which  are  in  front 
of  the  great  altar  in  the  cathedral  at  Toledo.  They  are 
of  bronze,  gilt,  and  brazened  or  fixed  by  fire,  as  used 
at  that  time.  The  work  is  equal  to  that  of  Cellini,  and 
equally  beautiful  are  the  gates  of  the  great  altar,  which 
are  by  him,  with  figures  and  ornaments.  The  brazen 
gates  of  the  fachada  de  los  Leones,  of  which  the  inside  is 
by  Copin  de  Olauda,  are  by  him.  They  are  plain,  but 
above  are  beautiful  reliefs  placed  high  up.  These  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  books,  but  most  probably  they  are 
from  his  designs  *.  In  the  choir  at  the  further  end  are 
two  reading  desks,  or  facistoles,  the  fronts  of  which  have 
each  a  bronze  gilt  relief  of  some  sacred  history.  They 
are  not  mentioned  in  the  descriptions^  but  have  every 

'  Tbere  is  some  deficiency  in  the  description  of  this  p«rl  of  the  chacrh.  The  gates 
of  the  fachada  de  los  heotiti  are  oil  one  side  of  the  Uanscpt.  They  are  by  Copin  d« 
Olanda,  and  Villaipando.  On  the  opposite  side  is  the  ftuluuU  dil  RmUx^  ealled  from 
the  clock  «hich  is  placed  there.  They  correspond,  bat  the  artisU  are  diflfertnt  and 
are  not  named.  I  have  no  doubt  the  outer  gale,  which  is  bronxe,  and  of  very  6n« 
woik,  is  by  Berruguete.  The  founder  or  caster  of  one  part  of  it  was  Zurreno  of 
Madrid.  The  insidcs  are  unknown  but  I  thought  ihem  superior  to  those  of  Copin  d« 
OUnda,  which  are  opposite.  They  are  of  wood,  like  his  work?,  and  correspond  with 
them. 
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appearance  of  his  hand.  They  are  of  the  greatest  beauty. 
He  was  assisted  by  his  brother,  who  is  called  Ruy  Diaz 
de  Corral,  in  these  works.  There  are  occasionally  met 
withy  enchased  or  gilt  plate,  and  other  ornaments,  used 
in  houses  at  that  period,  made  by  these  great  artists, 
which  equal  any  thing  of  the  Italians. 

DIEGO     DB    ilLOE. 

The  great  architect,  has  also  left  specimens  of  sculpture, 
which  place  him  in  the  Grst  rank  in  that  art.  At  Granada, 
the  statue  of  S.-Onophrio  which  looks  like  a  St.-Jerome, 
in  a  niche  in  the  calle  de  los  Gomeles,  leading  up  to  the 
Alhambra,  is  by  him.  It  b  badly  seen,  and  a  disagree- 
able subject,  but  the  anatomy  and  drawing  are  perfect. 
An  Ecce  Homo,  placed  in  a  niche  outside,  near  the  door 
of  the  sacristy  of  the  cathedral,  is  also  his,  and  a  S.- Jerome, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  same  building,  is  in  a  more  free 
and  pleasing  style,  resembling  the  antique;  unfortu- 
nately it  is  of  a  soft  stone,  and  being  exposed  to  the  io- 
juries  of  the  weather,  will  be  destroyed,  if  some  means 
be  not  taken  to  preserve  it. 

TUDELILLA. 

An  artist  of  whom  nothing  is  known,  but  that  some 
part  of  the  trascoro  or  back  part  of  the  choir  at  the  Sen, 
Zaragoza  is  by  him.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  work,  of 
different  styles,  chiefly  classic,  but  heavy. 

TOaaiBIO     RODRIGUEZ. 

The  sculpture  about  the  gate  which  leads  into  the 
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doittery  at  Toledo^  nearest  the  street^  is  by  him,  consist- 
ingf  of  ornamenul  work,  and  in  the  style  of  Berra^uete^ 
to  whom,  until  lately^  it  was  attributed.  It  is  quite  at 
good  or  better  than  the  best  of  his  works  of  similar  des- 
cription. He  was  assisted  by  an  artist  named  Man- 
cano. 

MIGUBL     ANCHITA. 

A  native  of  Pamplona,  where  he  wrought  the  sculpture 
of  the  choir,  an  extensive  work,  the  whole  of  English 
oak,  imported  for  the  purpose,  and  the  more  remarkable, 
as  the  country  abounds  in  the  same  tree.  It  has  done 
jaslice  to  those  who  recommended  its  being  used,  for  I 
could  not  disem  any  marks  of  worm,  or  of  any  decay,  after 
nearly  three  hundred  years.  He  studied  in  Italy,  and 
has  adopted  the  style  of  design  of  Donatello,  Perugino, 
and  other  early  Florentines,  with  a  little  improvement; 
some  of  the  heads  are  of  great  beauty.  The  assumption, 
in  the  retablo  mayor  of  the  cathedral  of  Burgos  is  also 
bj  him,  and  there  are  other  works,  which  I  have  not 
seen.  A  statue  of  San-George,  on  horseback,  in  ala- 
baster^ which  was  at  Zaragoza,  was  lost  in  the  siege. 

JUAN   DE    JUNI. 

Who  is  said  to  have  been  a  foreigner,  but  his  name 
makes  it  difEcult  to  assign  him  a  country,  wrought  en- 
tirely in  the  manner  of  M.  Angelo,  exaggerated  and  over- 
done. His  works  are  chiefly  at  Yalladolid,  and  other 
parts  of  old  Castile.  In  that  city  are  the  retablo  of  Santa* 
Maria  de  la  Antigua,  some  statues  at  San-Francisco, 
and  in  other  places.     An  entire  chapel  is  by  him  in  the 
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parifih  church  of  Santa-Maria  at  Rio  Seco,  consisting  of 
an  infinity  of  work,  of  painting  and  sculpture*  Scarcely 
any  of  it  is  in  good  states 

aODKlGO    AND   MAKTlIf    DB    LA.    ilATA« 

Brothers^  resident  at  Burgos,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
sculpture  and  architecture  of  the  retablo  mayor  of  the 
cathedral.  It  was  painted  by  others,  and  the  statue  of 
the  Virgin  which  is  aboye,  b  by  Ancheta.  The  style  is 
of  Becerra,  but  much  heavier.  The  architecture  of  the 
retablo  is  bad.  The  painting  of  these  statues  is  not 
goodi  but  it  >vas  executed  by  other  artbts,  and  the  effect 
is  probably  diminished  by  that  circumstance^ 

KSTBBAN   JORDAN. 

One  of  the  best  of  the  school,  in  the  style  of  Becerra% 
although  he  is  said  in  the  books  to  have  followed  that 
of  Berruguete.  At  YaHadolid,  is  the  retablo  of  the 
Magdalena,  and  at  Rio  Seco,  the  retablo  mayor  of  Santa 
Marta,  which  is  better.  The  retablo  mayor  of  the  con- 
vent of  Monserrat,  in  Catalonia,  which  unhappily  no 
longer  exists,  was  abo  by  him. 

ANTONIO  DE  HRRRBRA  BARNUEVO. 

On  the  town  prison  at  Madrid  are  some  statues  by 
him,  the  only  specimens  I  have  seen.  They  are  placed 
very  high,  and  are  injured  by  the  weather.  They  ap- 
pear to  be  of  form  like  the  antique. 

•  Thb  •rtirt.  whose  works  are  principtHjr  in  Casiile,  belongs  by  birth  to  ihe  fcbool 
of  AndaloMa,  wlicrt  he  is  placed. 
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GREGORIO    HERNANDEZ. 


One  of  the  best  ©f  the  school  of  Becerra,  whom  he 
most  resembles.  He  was  a  Galician,  but  settled  at 
Valladolid,  where  his  best  works  are.  Al  the  Angustiasj 
the  Virgin  and  her  dead  son;  which  has  been  repainted. 
At  la  Cruz,  ^  pieta  of  detached  figures,  formerly  at  the 
altar,  now  on  one  side  of  the  church,  quite  in  the  style 
of  Becerra.  At  San  Miguelare  S.-Ignacio  and  two  other 
Saints,  in  their retablos.  At  the  Huelgas,  a  large  retablo, 
with  reliefs  in  many  compartments.  At  Viltoria,  the 
retablo  of  San  Miguel,  which  is  very  large,  is  by  him, 
and  has  some  good  work,  but  is  much  injured  by  tlie 
wax  of  the  candles,  which  has  fallen  upon  it. 

MANUEL    PEREYRAj 

A  native  of  Portugal,  but  settled  at  Valladolid.  His 
style  is  different  from  these  artists,  and  more  resembles 
the  antique.  His  best  work  is  the  San  Bruno  of  the 
Calle  Alcala,  at  Madrid.  At  San  Isidoro,  in  the  same 
city,  over  the  great  entrance,  the  statues  of  the  Saint 
and  his  wife,  and  at  the  great  altar,  many  statues  of 
what  are  called  the  Santos  Labradores,  These  are  all 
in  stone.  At  San  Martin,  were  the  saint  on  horseback, 
dividing  his  raiment,  and  that  of  san  Benedict,  which 
were  destroyed  by  tlie  French  during  the  war,  a  frag- 
ment only  of  ihe  last  statue  being  left.  The  celebrated 
Christo  del  Perdon,  at  the  Rosario,  which  is  in  a  glass 
case,  and  is  badly  seen,  is  painted,  and  appears  to  be  of 
wood.  The  San  Bruno  is  injured  by  being  whitewashed, 
an  operation  nearly  as  fatal  as  repainting. 

«  9 
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LlSlS    FERNANDEZ    DE    LA    YEGA. 

A  noble  Asturian,  who  resiJed  at  Valladolid,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  studied  under  Fernandez,  whom, 
however,  he  did  not  equal.  His  works  are  at  Gijon, 
in  the  chapels  there.  The  best  appeared  to  me  to  be 
San  Antonio  and  San  Jose,  the  heads  being  badly  painted. 
In  the  cathedral  of  Oviedo  are  statues  unpainted,  but 
I  could  not  find  the  San  Martin  mentioned  in  the  books, 
nor  did  it  appear  ever  to  have  been  there. 


JL'AN    ANTONIO    DE    LA    BORJA. 


An  Asturian,  supposed  to  be  a  scholar  of  the  last  named 
artist,  but  inferior  to  him.  His  works  may  be  found 
at  Oviedo  and  Gijon.  In  the  parish  cliurch  of  San  Pedro, 
are  several. 

In  this  school  is  less,  than  in  the  others,  of  the  style 
I  have  named  peculiarly  Spanish.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
it  is  composed  of  the  classic  or  modifications  of  it,  up 
to  the  present  period. 

The  foreign  artists  who  have  worked  in  this  school 
are  not  numerous.  Some  assisted  in  the  e^rly  time  at 
Toledo,  but  their  history  is  obscure  and  uncertain ;  and 
the  art  may  be  said  to  have  been  raised  to  its  perfection 
by  the  natives,  with  the  assistance  of  those  who  had 
been  in  Italy-  The  Leoni,  a  Tuscan  family,  are  the 
principal  foreigners  of  the  later  time.  Their  works  are 
at  the  Escurial,  and  about  the  royal  palaces,  and 
museum  of  Madrid. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  Hi 


ANDALUSIA. 

The  great  school  of  Andalusia  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  that  of  Seville,  which  is  the  older  and  parent 
slock,  and  of  Granada,  which  includes  some  Tery  emi- 
nent natives  of  upper  Andalusia. 

SCHOOL    OF    SEVILLE. 

As  at  Toledo,  there  are  a  number  of  names  enrolled,  as 
having  worked  at  the  cathedral  of  Seville  in  the  Gothic 
time,  which  it  would  be  useless  to  enumerate.  The  best 
early  work  probably  is  the  tomb  of  an  archbishop  in 
the  chapel  of  San  Ermenegildo,  by  Lorenzo  Mercadante 
de  Bretana*. 

The  silleria  of  the  choir,  which  is  Gothic,  is  of  Nufro 
Sanchez,  and  Dancart,  which  would  seem  a  Flemish  name, 
was  the  principal  worker  in  the  retablo  mayor^  an  enor- 
mous Gothic  work,  in  >vhich  he  had  various  assistants. 
He  had  previously  assisted  Nufro  Sanchez  to  finish  the 
choir  **. 

LOPE    MARIN. 

Lope  Marin,  has  been  ascertained  to  have  executed  a 
celebrated  relief  over  one  of  the  gates  of  the  cathedral, 

*  In  a  comer  of  the  cathedral  are  some  very  old  statues  of  the  Gothic  period,  but 
of  respectable  work,  which  ornamented  part  of  the  Gmborio  or  dome,  which  fell  in, 
tnd  hat  not  been  rebuilt.     I  am  ignorant  of  the  name  of  the  author. 

**  Amongst  the  early  sculpture  at  Seville,  are  the  pulpits,  which  hare  relieved  figures, 
on  a  gilt  ground,  painted  in  the  style  of  Giotto,  strengthening  the  opinion  that  this 
•chool  is  connected  with  the  east  of  Europe  in  ib  origin.  1  am  ignorant  of  thenama 
of  the  author,  which  I  believe  is  unknown. 
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the  author  of  which  w«as  long  unknown.  It  represents 
the  entry  of  the  saviour  into  Jerusalem,  and  is  ofbarro 
or  clay,  in  the  style  of  Durer.  His  son,  Juan  Marin, 
executed  many  of  the  statues  which  are  round  the  great 
altar  on  the  outside.  They  are  of  much  better  style 
than  those  of  the  father,  but  still  retain  something  of 
the  Gothic. 

The  first  connection  this  school  had  with  Italy  appears 
to  have  been  the  arrival  of  Miguel  Florcntino,  who 
introduced  the  antique  or  improved  style.  He  executed 
the  tomb  of  the  archbishop  Mendoza,  in  the  chapel  of 
the  Antigua,  and  several  statues  behind  and  above  the 
great  altar,  and  those  of  S. -Peter  and  S. -Paul  over  the 
great  entrance  into  the  patio  de  los  naranjos,  which  arc 
imitations  of  M.  Angelo.  His  son,  Antonio  Florentine, 
designed  the  monument  of  the  Scmana  Santa,  nearly 
as  it  now  is,  but  some  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 
upper  part  *. 

PEDRO    TORRIGIANI* 

The  tragical  end  of  this  great  artist  is  generally 
known,  as  related  by  Vasari.  The  Spaniards  naturally 
"wish  to  remove  a  reproach  from  the  history  of  their 
country,  but  it  is  highly  improbable  such  a  story 
could  be  fiction  or  invention,  and  it  is  too  characteristic 
of  the  limes  to  admit  of  much  doubt  as  to  its  truth. 
The  story  is  that  he  was  paid  in  copper  for  a  statue  he 
had  made,  and  ihat  in  a  rage  on  finding  the  sum  so  inade- 
quate to  the  value,  he  demolished  the  image  of  the 

*  The  architectural  monnmeni  erected  in  the  cathedral,  daring  Passion  week,  aa 
before  mentioned. 
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Virgin,  and  was  arrested  by  the  Inquisition  for  sacriiege, 
and  died  in  prison.  If  it  were  proved  to  be  true,  it 
only  reflects  discredit  on  the  perpetrators,  and  none  on 
the  people  at  large.  The  statue  of  S. -Jerome,  which 
is  little  known  out  of  Seville,  and  scarcely  ever  visited 
by  the  strangers  who  go  there,  is  at  the  convent  of  San 
Geronimo  de  Buenavista,  about  half  a  league  from  the 
gates,  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

It  represents  the  saint  in  a  kneeling  position,  on  one 
knee,  with  the  crucifix  in  one  hand,  praying.  The  body 
is  bent  in  the  most  graceful  position,  as  is  every  limb, 
and  the  whole  frame  which  is  naked  excepting  small  por- 
tions of  drapery,  is  just  in  that  degree  of  muscular  ac- 
tion, without  turgescence  or  violence,  which  seems  to 
constitute  the  perfection  of  the  art. 

The  frame  is  vigorous,  not  extenuated,  as  the  saint  is 
generally  represented.  The  head  is  Italian,  and  as  fine 
as  could  be  imagined.  The  hair  and  beard  are  just 
silvering,  whilst  the  quenchless  fire  of  the  eye  shows, 
that  the  mind  is  outliving  the  material  parts  of  the  ma- 
chine it  enlightens.  He  is  a  man  of  sixty,  of  the  age  of 
Idomeneus  in  the  Iliad.  The  statue  is  of  clay,  and 
excepting  a  crack,  in  drying,  which  is  of  no  importance, 
is  uninjured.  It  is  slightly  coloured,  and  is  now  admi- 
rably placed  in  a  small  circular  temple,  which  allows  the 
spectator  to  go  round  it,  and  enjoy  the  beauty  of  every 
part^  and  has  lately  been  substituted  for  the  grotto  which 
it  formerly  occupied. 

Such  is  this  celebrated  work,  which  is  alone  suffi- 
cient to  form  a  nation  of  sculptors,  and  would  repay  a 
long  journey  to  the  admirer  of  that  art.  Upon  it,  proba- 
bly more  than  any  other,  might  be  decided  the  great 
question  of  modem  or  ancient  art,  and  of  sacred  or  profane 
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subjects.  He  gave  a  relief,  as  a  specimen  of  his  lalent, 
in  the  selection  to  be  made  of  designs  of  different  artists 
for  the  tombs  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  at  Granada.  The 
Cabildo,  it  is  said,  preferred  that  of  Vig^amy,  but  they 
are  assuredly  neither  by  him,  nor  by  any  of  the  eminent 
artists,  of  whom  so  many  lived  at  that  period,  but  are 
of  that  description  of  common  sculpture  to  be  obtained 
by  sending  an  order  to  Genoa  or  Carrara,  whence  they 
came.  The  marble  is  the  best  part  of  them.  The  relief 
in  question  is  of  Charity,  in  a  medallion,  which  was 
placed,  by  order  of  the  Cabildo,  over  the  door  of  their 
salay  in  the  lower  part  of  the  cathedral,  where  it  is  ge- 
nerally pointed  out  as  the  work  of  Cano.  There  are  no 
other  works  known  of  him  in  Spain,  but  I  have  heard 
that  a  small  cruciBx  was  sold  during  the  war,  and  carried 
to  England,  which  was  known  to  be  his,  at  Seville  *. 

DIEGO   DE    RIAISO. 


The  architect  and  sculptor.  In  this  last  capacity, 
the  multitude  of  ornaments,  and  sculpture  of  all  kinds 
in  the  great  sacristy  of  the  cathedral  at  Seville  are  from 
his  designs,  although  finished  by  others.  They  are  in  an 
overloaded  style  o(  plate resco  or  silversmith's  manner. 
The  design  is  of  the  classic  form.  The  sculpture  in 
the  chapel  of  San  Ferdinand  is  from  various  artists, 
some  of  the  principal  being  from  those  of  Campana,  the 
painter,  but  executed  by  others. 


•The  Kulplure  of  Ihe  facade  of  the  chapel  of  lb«  hofipilal  of  La  Sangre  baibcen  al- 
tribuled  amongst  others  to  Torrigiaui,  but  is  docs  Hot  resemble  his  slyle,  and  he  died 
forty  3  cars  before  ihu  building  va«  commenced,  bee  Machuca,  in  the  school  of 
Granada. 
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MAESTRE    GUILL£?(. 

Executed  the  caxoneria  or  wardrobe  of  the  great  sa- 
cristy at  Sevillei  which  have  been  destroyed  by  insects, 
excepting^  pieces,  which  are  preserved,  and  are  let  into 
some  of  the  new  work.  They  are  in  the  manner  of 
Berruguete,  to  whom  they  were  attributed,  but  the  pro- 
portions are  often  defective. 

The  doors  of  the  sacristy,  which  have  resisted  the 
worm,  are  belter  preserved,  and  of  very  good  work,  in 
the  same  style. 

PEDRO    DELGADO. 

Was  a  scholar  of  Miguel  Florentino.  He  assisted  Morel 
in  making  the  Tenebrario,  and  at  San  Vicente  is  a 
medallion^  attributed  to  him,  not  so  good.  I  could  not 
Gnd  at  Madre  de  Dios,  which  contains  a  great  deal  of 
old  sculpture,  any  resembling  his  style,  although  it  is 
slated  in  the  books  that  there  is  a  chapel  by  him.  There 
was  another,  Caspar  Nunez  Delgado,  probably  a  rela- 
tion, who  was  his  disciple,  by  whom  is  a  statue  of  San 
John  at  San  Clemente,  a  good  work. 

BARTOLOUEO  MOREL. 

Called  a  maestre  de  artilleria^  probably  a  founder  of 
cannon,  an  art  in  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  been 
excelled.  His  chief  work  is  the  giralda,  or  allegorical 
figure  which  crowns  the  Arab  tower  of  the  cathedral. 
The  Tenebrario  is  a  gigantic  tripod,  with  statues  on  the 
angles  in  the  antique  manner.     It  is  of  work  bronzed 
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and  of  bronze,  o(  the  purest  and  best  taste.  He  was 
assisted  by  P.  Delgado,  and  Giralte  in  this  work.  The 
facistol  of  the  choir  is  equally  good.  It  is  an  immense 
desk  with  four  faces,  each  capable  of  holding  an  enor- 
mous book,  of  which  each  leaf  is  a  skin  of  parchment, 
and  is  turned  round  during  the  chaunting.  The  whole 
of  this  above  and  below,  is  of  brass,  with  figures  of 
angels,  women,  etc.  of  the  greatest  beauty,  but  severely 
injured  and  going  to  ruin  in  the  principal  parts  by  the 
constant  friction  of  the  clasps  of  these  ponderous 
volumes.  These  are  all  the  public  works  he  has 
bequeathed  to  us,  but  they  place  him  in  the  same  rank 
with  Benvenuto  Cellini. 


GERONIMO    HERNANDEZ, 

Studied  under  Pedro  Dclgado.  His  best  work  is^ 
San  Jerome,  which  is  under  a  retablo  near  the  Baptistery 
in  the  cathedral  at  Seville,  which  was  attributed  to  Tor-: 
rigiani  by  Ponz,  who  was  an  excellent  judge. 

MONTANES. 

We  now  enter  on  a  different  era.  All  the  last  men-; 
tioned  artists  are  more  or  less  of  the  classic  or  Italian 
school ;  that  which  succeeds,  and  may  he  denominated 
the  Spanish,  owes  its  formation  to  Juan  Martinez  y  Mon- 
tafies.  In  this  the  great  principles  derived  from  the 
antique  are  preserved,  but  living  portraits  arc  substi- 
tuted for  the  ideal  heads  of  the  Greeks  and  Italians,  hi 
many  respects  he  resembles  Murillo^  in  the  unaffected 
grace  and  natural  and  easy  expression  of  his  figures, 
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and   iQ  the  selection  of  his  models.     There  are  not 
wanting  displays  of  his  knowledge  of  anatomy,  as  in  the 
Jesus  Nazareno  of  the  Merced^  and  the  gran  Poder  of 
San  Lorenzo,  the  Santo  Domingo  of  Porta  Celi,  ihecrn- 
cifix  in  San  Miguel;  but  in  general,  there  is  the  greatest 
simplicity  in  his  treatment  of  the  Tarious  subjects  his 
extensive  works  embrace.     He  worked  entirely  in  wood, 
at  least  I  have  seen  no  other  description  of  material. 
His  works  are  so  numerous,  that  a  portion  only  will  be 
given.     The  retablo  of  San  Geronimo  at  Santi  Ponce  is 
one  of  his  earliest,  but  is  excellent.  The  Christ  at  the 
Cartuxa  is  perhaps  the  best  of  that  difficult  and  hacknied 
subject.     The  anatomy  and  the  different  force  of  the 
muscles  above  and  below  is  finely  expressed.     There  are 
three  others  of  the  same  subject.  The  two  San  Johns, 
in  the   cathedral   of  San  Leandro;  several  statues    in 
Santa  Clara  ;  the  Saviour  dead,  carried  in  the  great  pro- 
cession on  good  Friday.     In  the  cathedral,  at  the  back 
of  the  chqir  on  the  south  side,  is  a  statue  of  the  Concep- 
tion, which  Alonzo  Cano  and  all  his  school  have  adopted 
for  their  model,   with  the  very  fault,  for   the  neck  is 
too  long.     The  face  can  scarcely  be  exceeded  in  beauty. 
The  drapery  and  embroidery  of  it  are  magnificent.     The 
face  is   Andaluza,  but   not    the  common.     A    lady    is 
living  at  Seville,  who  might  appear  the  lineal  descen- 
dant of  the  subject,  without  the  defect  mentioned  of 
the  original  model.     This  statue  and  that  of  San  Bruno 
at  the  Cartuxa,  which  has  been  the  portrait  of  some 
monk  of  the  order,  may  serve  as  specimens  of  his  ideal  of 
beauty  in  the  sexes.     The    Santo   Domingo,  which  is 
much  celebrated,  is  not  an  agreeable  subject.     A  lusty 
monk,  half  stripped,  fit  for  an  Achilles,  applying  the 
discipline  to  his  own  shoulders,  suggests  the  idea  that  he 
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might  be  better  employed.  All  these,  and  many  other 
works  are  at  Seville. 


ALFONSO    MARTINEZ. 

His  scholar  and  imitator,  but  far  inferior.  In  the  ca- 
thedral is  a  retablo  called  the  Conception  Chica  at  the 
eastern  end ;  and  at  San  Leandro,  his  works  may  be 
compared  with  those  of  his  master  *. 

PEDRO    ROl.DAtf. 

The  next  in  rank  to  Montanes,'  under  whom  he  stu- 
died. His  forms  are  somewhat  heavier,  but  in  truth 
and  skill  of  grouping,  he  cannot  be  excelled.  He  was 
an  amiable  and  exemplary  character.  His  principal 
works  are,  the  retablo  of  the  Caridad,  which  represents 
the  entombing  of  Christ,  and  other  figures.  The  great 
altar  of  the  chapel  of  the  Biscayners  at  San  Francisco, 
representing  the  Descent,  and  other  subjects.  In  the 
Carmen  Calzado,  the  Descent,  with  detached  figures  of 
natural  size;  and  some  others  in  different  churches  at 
Seville;  all  in  wood,  painted.  At  Jaen,  in  the  cathedral, 
are  some  reliefs,  and  outside,  statues  of  apostles,  etc. 

LUISA    ROLDAN. 

His  daughter  Luisa,  an  equally  exemplary  and  amia- 
ble person,  followed  the  style  of  her  father,  but  feebly. 
In  the  sagrario  of  San  Bernardo  at  Seville,  are  some 


**  Cano  studied  under  and  learnt  from  Moutaucs,  and  tuanT  of  bis  worli  are  at 
^\iUe|  but  he  b«longs  to  the  school  of  Granada. 
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small  statues  by  her.  At  the  foundling  hospital  in  Cadiz, 
is  the  Magdalene,  supported  by  an  angel,  probably  her 
best  work.  The  strange  anecdote  is  related  of  her, 
that  a  statue  by  her  father  of  San  Ferdinand,  made  for 
the  cathedral,  did  not  please  the  Cabildo,  by  whom  it 
was  ordered  to  be  returned.  Roldan  was  very  much 
chagrined  at  such  a  slight,  which  he  had  never  before 
received.  The  daughter  ordered  the  statue  to  be  car- 
ried home,  and  to  be  sawed  through  the  neck,  and 
through  the  loins,  and  then  rejoined  the  parts.  This 
operation  gave  the  play  to  the  figure  which  was  wanting, 
and  they  were  perfectly  satisfied.  It  might,  if  the  ma- 
terial allowed  it,  be  adopted  with  the  majority  of  modern 
works  with  success,  and  may  be  one  cause  why  so  many 
ancient  statues  have  their  heads  separately  executed. 
With  this  family  ended  the  great  school  of  Seville. 

They  principal  foreigners  who  have  wrought  at  Seville 
are,  Miguel  Florentino,  and  his  son  Juan.  Torrigiani 
also  contributed  to  the  formation  of  this  school, 
which  is  the  most  interesting  of  the  whole,  as  far  as 
national  character  goes.  In  their  designs,  they  had  also 
the  benefit  of  the  Grecian  statues  of  the  collection  of 
the  dukes  of  Alcala,  brought  from  Rome,  and  of  those 
subsequently  found  at  Santi  Ponce. 

GRANADA    AND    UPPER    AISDALOSIA. 

There  are  no  early  remains  of  sculpture  at  Granada, 
the  conquest  so  immediately  preceding  the  improve- 
ment of  the  arts,  that  as  far  as  I  know,  the  early  epoch 
is  entirely  wanting,  and  we  commence  at  once  with  the 
time  of  Charles  the  fifth. 
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PEDRO    MACHUCA. 


On  the  front  of  the  new  palace  of  the  Alhambra 
are  two  circular  medallions,  with  sculpture  in  marble, 
evidently  imitated  from  the  reliefs  of  Trajan  on  the 
arch  of  Constantine  at  Rome.  They  are  in  the  pure 
style  of  the  antique,  and  equal  to  any  but  the  produc- 
tions of  the  first  order  of  ancient  times.  They  were 
attributed,  without  any  authority,  to  Berruguete,  but 
the  least  comparison  with  his  numerous  works,'  will 
satisfy  any  one,  that  they  are  not  by  him.  In  his  post- 
humous work,  Bermudez,  who  had  asserted  them  to  be 
by  that  sculptor,  admits  it  to  be  proved,  that  they  are 
not  by  him.  By  whom  then  are  they  ?  The  architec- 
ture of  the  buildings,  to  which  these  medallions  belong, 
is  quite  different  from  any  other  existing  in  Spain,  and 
the  detaik  are  very  e?idently  wrought  by  a  sculptor, 
which  it  is  known  Machuca  was. 

In  the  architectural  part,  the  identity  of  the  facade 
of  the  chapel  of  the  hospital  de  La  Sangre,  at  Seville, 
where  there  are  three  figures,  of  marble,  representing 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  by  some  unknown  artist, 
certainly  none  of  the  Seville  school,  with  the  Alham- 
bra, is  proved,  and  the  certainty  that  the  design  pro- 
ceeded from  the  architect  of  the  Alhambra.  From 
attentive  examination  of  both  these  edifices,  confirmed 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  have  kept  the 
history  of  this  great  artist  in  a  state  of  obscurity  until 
lately,  for  they  were  ignorant  of  his  christian  name 
until  quite  recently,  even  after  his  surname  was  disco- 
vered by  accident,  J  am  quite  satisfied  that  he  is  the 
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author,  and  no  other,  of  the  whole  fronts  and  sculpture 
of  these  edifices. 

In  both  branches,  as  was  commonly  the  case  at  that 
period,  he  is  equally  eminent,  and  must  stand  in  the 
Grst  rank  of  modem  artists.  All  these  specimens  are 
in  the  pure  style  of  the  antique.  The  sculpture,  on 
the  base  of  the  palace  of  the  Alhambra^  below  the  me- 
dallions, is  by  some  unknown  and  very  inferior  hand, 
of  the  semi  Gothic  period,  and  of  common  marble. 
From  the  partial  alteration  of  the  surface  of  the  me- 
dallions, I  could  not  form  an  opinion  of  the  sort  of 
marble  the  reliefs  are  made  of,  but  it  is  very  probably 
that  of  Macael. 

DlEGO   DE    LAS   IfATAS. 

The  immense  retablo  of  the  church  of  San  Geronimo, 
which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Spain,  is  the  only  work 
known  by  him.  It  is  of  four  orders  of  architecture,  and 
contains  an  infinite  number  of  reliefs  and  figures,  in 
classic  and  excellent  style,  on  wood,  painted.  Nothing 
more  is  known  respecting  him,  and  it  is  not  certain 
whether  he  was  a  native  of  the  place. 

PEDRO  VALDELVIRA. 

A  natlye  at  Alcaraz,  which  is  on  the  borders  of  La 
Mancha,  but  he  is  so  entirely  identified  with  Andalusia, 
that  he  more  properly  belongs  to  that  school.  The  beau- 
tiftil  reliefs  and  caprichos  or  arabesques  of  the  casa  de 
Ayuntamiento^  at  Seville,  are  attributed  to  him ;  and 
there  are  works  at  Baeza  and  Ubeda,  known  to  be  his, 
which  1  have  not  seen.     He  was  equally  eminent  as  an 
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architect,  having  built  the  cathedral  of  Jaen.  He  studied 
in  Italy,  whence  he  was  prevailed  on  to  return  to  Spain 
by  Cobos,  secretary  to  Charles  the  fiftli. 

ANDREW    VALDBLVIRA. 

His  son,  studied  under  the  father,  and  succeeded  him 
in  his  duties  as  architect.  There  are  or  were  statues  by 
him  at  Ubeda  and  Baeza,  which  I  have  not  seen.  He  vi- 
sited Cuenca,  where,  it  is  not  improbable,  some  of  the 
unknown  sculpture  was  executed  by  him.  It  is  very 
probable  the  statues  of  the  front  of  the  hospital  were 
finished  by  him  from  the  desig;ns  of  his  father. 

CASPAR    BECfillRA. 

Perhaps  the  g^reatest  of  the  whole  of  the  illustrious 
phalanx  of  Spanish  sculptors,  was  bom  at  Baeza  in  upper 
Andalusia,  and  may  properly  be  placed  in  the  school  of 
Granada.  He  was  born  the  same  year  that  Berruguete 
returned  from  Italy,  and  assumed  the  lead  in  I^Ktin, 
which  in  turn  he  was  to  yield  to  the  Andalusian.  Having 
gone  to  Italy,  he  formed  a  style  more  on  that  of  Raphael 
and  the  Italians,  mixed  with  the  antique^  than  that  of 
M.  Angelo.  His  best  works  are  the  entierro  or  entomb- 
ing of  Christ;  composed  of  detached  figures^  of  nearly 
natural  size,  now  inside  the  church  of  San  Geronimoat 
Granada.  It  resembles  the  pictures  of  Raphael  in  some 
of  the  figures,  especially  the  Borghese  pictureof  the  same 
subject,  which  it  might  be  supposed  to  imitate.  In  the 
DesealzasReales  at  Madrid,  the  i^to^ib  mayor  is  entirely 
by  him,  and  consists  of  painting,  ardbitecture,  and  sculp- 
ture.    There  is  a  magnificent  Assumption,  with  angels. 
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which  ihey  have  daubed  over  with  fresh  painty  and 
totally  spoiled.  In  the  church  of  the  Vitoria  at  Madrid, 
is  a  Christ  with  the  cross,  badly  seen,  and  on  the  altar, 
the  Mater  Dolorosa,  formerly  inachapel  outside,  of  which 
the  g^ood  fathers  have  lacquered  over  the  face  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  effect  is  in  a  great  measure  lost.  At 
Valladolid  in  the  church  formerly  of  the  Jesuits,  is  a 
larg^e  retablo,  with  a  great  deal  of  sculpture.  At  Burgos, 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Condestable  are  two  small  statues, 
a  San-Sebastian  and  San-Jerome.  The  latter  is  so  perfect 
io  anatomy,  although  it  has  no  great  effect  to  the  eye, 
that  it  has  been  carried  off  more  that  once,  and  they  told 
me  had  one  time  reached  Cadiz,  when  it  was  recovered 
and  brought  back. 

The  small  town  of  Bribiesca,  in  old  Castile,  contains 
a  conveni  of  Santa-Clara,  of  which  the  retablo  is  entirely 
his,  of  unpainted  wood,  but  of  the  most  beautiful 
work  in  Spain.  The  Collegiata  also  has  some  of  his 
works.  .  The  relief  mentioned  at  Zaragoza,  which  was 
given  to  the  younger  Morlanes  and  is  at  the  Seu,  in  the 
chapel  of  San-Bernardo,  is  of  alabaster.  His  paintings 
will  be  mentioned  under  that  head.  His  return  from 
Italy  banished  the  style  of  Michael  Angelo,  which  Berru- 
goete  had  introduced,  and  which  was  never  resumed. 

ALONZO    CANO. 

Who,  vnth  the  remainder  of  this  school,  are  descended 
from  Montaiies  of  Seville.  His  works  are  of  all  descrip- 
tions, and  are  very  numerous,  in  stone,  wood,  clay,  etc. 
In  private  hands  are  many  small  specimens.  Sometimes 
he  approaches  the  antique,  but  more  generally  his  forms 
are  rounded,  like  Correggio.     His  anatomy  and  drape- 
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ries  are  generally  admirable.  At  Granada  in  the  cathe- 
dral are  the  busts  of  Adam  and  Eve,  which  are  at  the 
entrance  to  the  altar  mayor,  and  in  the  sacristies,  a  small 
Conception,  and  another  of  the  Virgin. 

At  Seville  the  church  of  Santa-Paula  contains  two 
retabhs  of  the  San-Johns,  with  paintings,  reliefs,  etc. 
The  saints  are  perhaps  the  finest  of  his  works,  and 
equal  any  thing  of  Montaues.  They  are  admirably 
painted,  and  are  well  preserved.  At  San-Alberto,  are 
still  retahlos  with  painting,  etc.  The  statues  of  Santa- 
Ana  and  Santa-Teresa  are  the  best,  and  have  survived 
the  spoliation  of  the  church ,  w  hich  was  full  of  his  works. 
At  Santa-Lucia,  high  up,  is  a  beautiful  Conception,  and 
at  San-Andres  and  San-Juan  de  la  Palma,  the  same  sub- 
ject. At  Valencia,  at  the  Socos,  a  beautiful  Christ  on 
the  cross,  which  appeared  to  be  of  wood,  lacquered  and 
then  painted. 

PEDRO    DB    MEIIA    Y    MEbHAIfOl 

Wad  an  Alpujarreuian,  and  came  to  Granada,  where 
he  was  adopted  by  Cano,  and  became  his  best  pupil. 
His  works  are  at  the  Angel  and  at  S.-Agufitin,  where  they 
are  ruined  by  repainting,  and  at  the  cathedral  is  Santiago 
on  horseback,  and  in  other  churches  of  Granada  they 
may  still  be  seen.  The  best  of  his  performances  is  the 
silleria  of  the  choir  at  Malaga,  with  forty  statues  in  cedar 
or  some  American  wood,  in  a  style  semi  Classic.  The 
designs  are  supposed  to  have  been  corrected  by  Cano. 
The  remainder  are  by  MichaeU,  sm  Italian,  and  the  two 
may  be  cod) pared,  both  being  excellent  specimens  of  the 
respective  styles.  The  beautiful  Conception  of  the  alur 
at  Alhendin,  near  Granada,  which  has  been  repainted 
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but  not  badly,  is  an  early  work.  At  Toledo  is  a  beau- 
tiful S.-Francis,  which  serves  as  a  specimen  of  the  Anda- 
iusian  school^  in  that  vast  magazine  of  art. 

JOSE    DE    MORA. 

This  artist  was  believed  to  be  a  Mallorquin,  but  lived 
at  Granada,  and  studied  under  Cano.  His  style  is  like 
that  of  Mena,  both  being  modifications  of  that  of  Cano, 
and  derived  from  Montanes.  In  the  cathedral  is  San- 
Cecilio,  in  the  altar  of  Santiago^  at  the  Cartuxa^  a  Con- 
ception, S.'Bruno  and  others. 

DIEGO    DE    MORA. 

His  brother;  high  up,  over  the  altar  of  Santiago,  is  a 
Conception,  a  weak  imitation  of  the  heads  of  the 
school. 

FRANCISCO    ZARCILLO    Y     ALCARAZ. 

Of  Neapolitan  family,  settled  at  Murcia,  is  added  to 
this  school.  He  closes  the  list  of  the  classic  and  Spanish 
epochs,  being  the  last  good  sculptor  in  wood,  although 
iuferior  to  the  first  artists,  from  a  mannerism  and  too 
much  action  in  his  figures.  His  works  are  spread  all 
over  the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  and  into  the  surrounding 
districts.  The  best  are  at  Murcia,  in  the  chapel  of  Jesus, 
where  are  a  collection  of  Pasos,  or  history  of  the  Passion, 
in  detached  groupes,  of  natural  size,  and  in  most  of  the 
other  churches  are  statues  by  him. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  upon  the  last  period, 
or  that  subsequent   to  the  formation  of  the  academy, 
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which  is  less  national ,  but  there  are  some  good  modern 
works  of  Alvarez,  Adan  and  others,  which  will  reward 
the  curiosity  of  those,  who  may  prefer  that  style.     These 
works  are  in  general  better  ihan  any  I  am  acquainted 
with  in  Europe,  previous  to  Flaxman,  Thorwaldsen,  and 
Canova.     The  style  is  natural  and  easy,  more  resembling 
the  English  school,  than  the  somewhat  theatrical,   or 
forced  style  of  our  neighbours.     It  is  by  far  the  best 
branch  of  the  arts  now  cultivated  at  Madrid.     The  last 
remnant  of  the  old  Spanish  school  may  be  traced  in  the 
figures  of  clay,  which  are  made  at  many  places  in  the 
south,  especially  at  Malaga,  where  Leon  has  carried  that 
branch  to  its  utmost  perfection,  in  the  representation  of 
costumes,  and  other  subjects  of  the  country. 
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PAINTING. 


IntrodocUon. 


The  progress  of  painting  is  as  nearly  as  possible 
analogous  to  that  of  the  sister  art,  and  is  divisible  into 
the  same  periods.  The  schools  are  however  more  nu- 
merous, and  the  artists  very  much  more  so.  I  have 
distributed  them  into  three  grand  divisions^  Castile,  Va- 
lencia, and  Andalusia,  which  last  is  subdivided  in- 
to three,  Seville,  Cordova,  and  Granada.  The  strag- 
glers from  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  united  to 
these  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  pursued  with  the 
sculptors. 

It  is  to  observed,  that  all  the  schools  are  indebted 
for  their  advance,  to  foreigners,  besides  the  natives  who 
emigrated,  even  more  than  those  of  sculpture,  and  a 
greater  measure  of  exotic  mixture  will  be  seen  in  this, 
which  was  naturally  the  more  popular  art.  The  foreign- 
ers who  assisted  will  be  respectively  designated  in 
each  school,  and  it  will  be  observed,  that  many  good 
artists  are  the  immediate  descendants  of  Italian  parents, 
although  bom  in  Spain,  and  claimed  as  natives, 

The  Germans  have  unquestionably  the  first  claim  in 
the  foundation    of  a   school  destined  very   shortly  to 
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eclipse  every  thing  they  have  ever  allempted.  A  favo- 
rite picture  of  the  Catholic  Kings,  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella, which  is  still  preserved,  is  of  the  school  of  Durer, 
or  Lucas  de  Leyden,  and  an  undoubted  portrait  of  the 
Queen,  which  has  remained  until  lately  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Granada,  but  by  the  vicissitudes  of  these 
times  has  passed  into  other  hands,  resembles  a  very 
early  Holbein.  In  the  mosque,  at  Granada,  where  the 
keys  of  the  city  were  received,  and  which  was  converted 
into  a  church,  is  a  retabloy  evidently  of  that  time,  by  a 
master  of  the  same  school. 

The  hand  of  war  has  been  dealt  mercilessly  on  these 
interestin^j  productions  of  the  Spanish  school.  Many 
important  authors,  as  far  as  public  access  is  concerned, 
may  be  said  to  have  perished  entirely.  Their  worics 
have  had  various  lots.  Some  few  were  carried  away 
and  sold  either  under  real  or  fictitions  names,  after 
being  retouched,  and  made  up  to  imitate  the  spurious 
lineage  attributed  to  them.  Others  have  remained,  and 
are  hoarded  up  in  garrets  and  other  places.  Some 
have  been  ruined  by  serving  as  screens  against  the  sun 
in  the  patios.  Many  were  used  for  tilts  of  waggons  to 
cover  other  more  valuable  plunder,  and  were  in  tlie 
disastrous  retreats  of  the  latter  campaigns,  abandoned, 
and  left  to  perish  in  the  high  ways.  Some  may  yet  be 
traced  out,  of  unknown  value,  covering  the  tents  of 
gypsies,  or  blacksmith's  forges.  Others  served  for 
pistol  targets  and  similar  uses,  in  times  when  it  was 
said  the  triumph  of  those  arms  was  the  triumph  of  the 
genius  of  good  over  that  of  evil,  and  the  protection  of 
art  was  one  of  the  first  maxims  used  to  deceive  and 
impose  on  mankind. 

It  unfortunately   happened   that  the  book  of  Cean 
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fiennudez,  a  small  dictionary  of  painters  and  other  ar- 
tists, was  published  just  previous  to  the  invasion  of 
Napoleon.  By  the  arrangement  of  it,  ready  access 
was  had  to  the  situation  of  nearly  every  good  picture 
ill  Spain.  Very  happily,  few  of  their  painters  were 
known  out  of  the  country,  and  their  works  were  little 
valued.  These  have  been  allowed  in  some  instances 
to  remain,  but  the  task  of  finding  out  specimens  of  the 
artists  here  enumerated  is  neither  small  not  easy,  and 
is  often  the  result  of  fortuitous  accident  as  much  as  of 
time  and  perseverance.  Very  few  indeed  of  the  better 
painters,  and  not  one  of  the  leaders  are  omitted  in  Axis 
catalogue.  The  series  at  Madrid  is  considerable,  but 
requires  filling  up,  which  the  government  ought  to  take 
measures  for  doing,  as  with  a  moderate  ex  pence,  they 
could  exhibit  such  a  national  gallery  as  upon  the  whole 
no  country  in  Europe  could  equah 

In  making  inquiries  for  paintings  or-  sculpture,  the 
amateur  should  never  be  discouraged.  He  will  fre- 
quently find  objects  remaining  by  some  accident,  where 
they  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  have  existence. 
This  is  the  case  especially  in  the  parish  churches.  A 
faint  light  of  justice  may  be  discerned  through  the  ra- 
pine and  desolation  of  the  war  of  independence.  The 
pictures  which  could  be  made  out  to  be  public  property 
in  any  way  were  generally  left.  This  was  the  case  with 
the  cathedrals  and  parish  churches,  where  they  were 
generally  respected,  more,  most  probably  from  the  fear 
of  consequences  from  the  influence  of  the  clergy  over 
the  people,  than  from  any  other  reason. 

This  vast  school  embraces  almost  every  style  of  art. 
There  is  however  little  distemper  or  body  colour,  the 
schools  having  their  date  generally  subsequent  to  the 
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discovery  of  painting  in  oil,  and  I  know  of  no  excep- 
tion, although  about  the  cathedrals  some  may  probsdJy 
be  found.  The  schools  all  commence  about  1500,  that 
is,  the  improved  period  of  them.  In  making  a  selection 
of  the  works  of  these  painters  for  my  own  use,  I  found 
il  needless  and  impracticable  to  begin  beyond  Vargas, 
who  dates  about  1550. 

Portraits  were  in  extensive  request  through  all  times, 
owing  to  the  connection  with  the  Flemish  and  Vene- 
tian schools,  from  whom  they  acquired  the  taste  for 
them,  and  nearly  all  the  greatest  artists  have  left  me- 
morials of  their  skill  in  this  branch. 

History,  especially  sacred,  was  of  course  the  pre- 
dominant subject.  The  inquisition  prevented  any  of  the 
indelicacy  with  which  many  subjects  are  treated  both 
in  Italy  and  in  other  countries,  and  amatory  subjects 
are  comparatively  rare.  The  admirer  of  female  beauly 
might  wish  for  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  dark 
forms  of  the  Spanish  school  with  the  Danaes,  Venus's, 
Cleopatras,  and  others  of  the  Italians,  or  repose  on  their 
more  slight  and  cleaner  shapes  after  being  cloyed  with 
the  luxuriant  models  of  Rubens,  but  he  must  sigh  in 
vain.  The  holy  tribunal  has  been  a  fatal  barrier  te 
this  department,  and  a  Moorish  Venus  yet  remains  a 
desideratum.  Still  the  rules  voluntarily  enforced  on 
themselves  by  the  Italian  artists  who  confined  the  beauty 
of  the  Madonna  to  her  face,  and  abstracted  her  other 
charms  from  the  eyes,  and  ev6n  the  imaginations  of  the 
spectator,  have  not  been  followed  in  Spain,  where  she 
is  painted  with  the  utmost  power  of  mortal  grace  and 
forms  are  exhibited  which  were  forbidden  to  the  still 
more  prurient  fancy  of  the  Italians. 

The   only  exception    to  this  rule  is  the  Magdalene, 
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which  is  a  fayorite  subject,  and  has  called  foith  the 
utmost  talent  of  many  of  these  painters. 

Landscape  has  been  followed,  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess, by  all  the  schools,  and  some  of  them  have  never 
been  excelled.  The  style  is  different  from  that  of 
Italy,  except  where  imitation  has  taken  place.  A*  pecu^ 
liar  view  of  nature  has  been  taken  by  the  Spanbh 
painters.  The  climate  is  unfavorable  to  those  grand 
atmospheric  effects  which  are  the  soul  of  Italian  lands- 
cape, and  may  be  traced  from  ''  the  Alpine  height  of 
blue  Friuli",  whence  the  fathers  of  the  art*  drew  their 
matchless  views,  through  the  central  Appennines,  where 
the  Carracci  were  formed,  and  applied  deeper  observa- 
tion on  aerial  effects,  from  local  peculiarities,  to  the  im- 
provement in  both  historical  painting  and  landscape, 
by  yet  finer  distinctions  in  perspective,  than  are  known 
in  the  early  time.  In  the  campagna  of  Rome,  and  in 
the  mountainous  districts  adjoining  it,  at  Olevano  or  at 
Palestrina,  Claude  and  the  Poussins  may  be  followed 
into  their  workshops,  and  their  machinery  seen  amid 
the  magnificent  effects  of  sunshine  or  of  deep  and  stormy 
skies.  The  shores  of  Salerno  and  Amalfi  supplied  other 
views  to  Salvalor,  who  there  commenced  his  studies, 
which  were  finished  amid  the  wilds  of  Volterra  and 
lower  Tuscany.  These  splendid  scenes  of  ever  varying 
nature  were  denied  to  the  Spanish  painters.  From,  I 
believe,  the  clearness,  dryness,  and  rareness  of  the  air, 
the  magic  effects  which  called  forth  the  talents  of  the 
great  Italians  are  wanting  in  the  Peninsula  and  their 
view  of  nature  is  proportionably  different.  The  winter 
sky  of  Castile  is  of  a  peculiar  cold,  clear,  and  transparent 

*  Giorglone  and  Titian. 
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blue,  whilst  a  bright,  brilliant  and  cloudless  atmosphere, 
unfitted  from  the  very  excellence  of  it  for  the  painters 
use,  is  seen  through  the  greater  portion  of  the  year. 
The  atmospheric  tints,  throughout  the  country,  are 
silvery  grey,  which  are  perfectly  studied  in  all  the 
schools,  and  characterise  them,  where  they  have  not 
imitated,  or  even  copied,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  Vene- 
tians, and  other  Itnlian^.  None  have  unfortunately 
sought  their  own  country  in  all  its  extent.  The  coasts 
of  Valencia  have  cliffs  like  those  of  Amalfi,  and  a  sky, 
compared  to  which  that  of  Campania  is  dim  and  misty, 
and  Claude  must  have  found  yet  clearer  and  softer  tints, 
had  fortune  conducted  him  to  these  glittering  shores. 
The  rude  coasts  of  Asturias  and  Galicia,  with  their  luxu- 
riant vegetation,  furnish  subjects  whi^^h  might  vie  with 
most  of  the  scenery  of  Italy,  and  the  Sierra  Nevada 
might  have  borne  its  part  in  the  rivalry  with  the  eastern 
Peninsula,  had  they  been  examined.  The  central 
chain  of  the  Guadarrama  supplied  Rubens,  during  his 
residence,  with  some  of  the  magnificent  subjects  which 
have  been  preserved  by  Bolswert. 

The  Spanish  schools  are  so  mixed  up  with  the  Italian 
and  Flemish,  that  without  a  previous  knowledge  of 
these  artists,  it  is  impossible  to  attempt  to  unravel  them. 
Between  imitators,  and  copies  and  originals,  .the  entering 
into  their  collections,  is  like  embarking  on  a  wide  ocean, 
without  chart  or  compass,  but  with  this  assistance,  the 
way  may  be  made  more  clear.  The  difficulty  is  still  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  the  great  inequality  in 
the  works  of  most  of  these  masters,  and  that  many  of 
them  changed  manners,  frequently  more  than  once. 
The  grand  object  of  their  imitation  has  in  general  been 
the  Flemibh  or  Venetian  style,  few  have  followed  the 
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Tuscan  or  Parma  schools,  or  even  that  of  Bologna,  com- 
pared to  the  imitators  of  ihe  others. 

The  foreign  pictures,  which  found  their  way  into 
Spain,  were  innumerable.  Prodigious  numbers  of 
early  German  professors,  and  of  a  class  which  are  rare 
elsewhere,  formed  by  some  of  them  mixing  Italian 
design  with  iheir  cold  and  graceless  conceptions  may 
yet  be  found,  especially  in  Castile.  The  Flemish  school 
have  always  been  in  the  highest  reputation,  and  many 
valuable  works,  especially  of  Rubens  and  Snyders,  may 
still  be  met  with,  although  the  tide  has  now  for  many 
years  been  setting  out,  and  almost  every  picture  on 
which  any  thing  could  be  realised,  has  been  disposed  of. 
Of  the  thirty  thousand  pictures  estimated  to  have  been 
sold  in  London  since  the  peace,  a  large  proportion  have 
proceeded  directly  or  indirectly  from  this  vast  magazine 
of  art,  in  which  every  school  was  once  to  be  found. 

The  masters,  who  rank  at  the  head  of  the  Spanish 
schools,  and  who,  if  a  congress  of  art  or  Olympic 
contest  were  instituted,  must  enter  the  lists  against  the 
Italians,  who  alone  can  compete  with  them,  are  Vargas, 
Velasquez,  Murillo,  Orrente,  Cano,  Riballa,  Joanes, 
Morales,  Ribera,  (Spagnoletto),  Carreno,  Roelas, 
Yanez,  Zurbaran,  and  others  scarcely  inferior  to  them 
in  their  best  w  orks.  They  will  be  more  particularly  men- 
tioned under  the  respective  schools,  to  which  they  belong. 

In  general  it  has  been  objected  to  the  Spanish  artists , 
that  their  forms  are  ordinary,  being  selected  from  com- 
mon life  instead  of  the  ideal  beauty  of  some  of  the  Ita- 
lians. Granting  it  to  be  so,  the  question  as  to  the  rela- 
tive merit  of  these  styles  remains  undecided,  and  to 
many,  the  representation  of  simple  but  dignified  nature, 
formed  by  a  selection  of  the  models  offered  to  his  sight, 
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and  exhibited  without  the  coarseness  or  Tulgarity  which 
lowers  the  value  of  some  masters  of  thefirst  repute  in  other 
countries,  will  for  ever  be  preferred  to  those  ideal  con- 
ceptions. However  it  be,  the  question  is  best  tried  in 
Spain.  The  Andaluzas,  in  the  hands  of  Murillo,  are  a 
powerful  reinforcement  to  the  Venetian  models  which 
are  found  in  the  productions  of  Titian  and  Paul  Veronese, 
and  others  of  that  school,  on  whom  the  responsibility 
formerly  rested,  and  the  dark  daughters  of  Seville  may 
well  weigh  against  the  whitened  faces  and  yellow  hair 
of  Guido  or  Albano,  and  even  against  the  more  formi- 
dable rivalry  of  the  women  of  Domenichino  or  Coreggio. 

The  author  has  to  repeat  that  his  own  criticisms  are 
sparingly  oflFered,  nor  is  any  assumption  of  decision  as 
to  their  merits  on  his  own  responsibility  intended.  The 
best  authorities  of  the  country  are  followed  for  reference, 
and  the  manner  of  the  masters  pointed  out  from  con- 
sulting their  known  and  certain  works,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  schools  of  Italy  or  Flanders,  where  the 
best  and  most  intelligible  standards  are  offered. 

It  may  be  noticed  for  the  information  of  those  who 
possess  specimens  of  this  school,  that  the  greatest  care  is 
necessary  in  cleaning  them.  A  large  portion  of  those  no^r 
remaining,  and  which  come  under  the  inspection  of  the 
purchaser,  are  dried  up  and  the  oil  exhausted  by  expo- 
sure to  the  burning  sun,  in  a  climate  so  favorable  to  eva- 
poration. It  is  common  to  see  pictures  of  which  the 
surface  crumbles  to  dust  in  the  fingers.  With  those 
there  are  two  plans  to  be  pursued.  The  first  is  to  fix 
the  colour;  which-is  done  by  a  species  of  glue  applied  lo 
the  surface;  the  picture  should  then  be  Hned,  and  the 
operation  of  what  the  Spaniards  term  giving  jugo,  sap  or 
juice,  be  commenced.  This  consists  in  applying  walnut 
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oil  slowly  and  successively  as  ihe  picture  will  absorb 
it,  when  it  gradually  assumes  consistency,  and  shews  the 
colours.  After  this  the  cleaning  may  be  done,  but  the 
picture  should  if  possible  be  exposed  to  the  air  for  some 
lime  previously.  The  cleaning  is  an  operation*  of  extreme 
delicacy.  In  all  the  schools,  especially  in  that  of  Seville, 
and  more  particularly  in  the  pictures  of  Murillo;  from 
some  cause,  either  of  the  oil,  or  of  the  oxydalion  of  the 
mineral  colours  of  the  glazing  used  to  finish,  they  ac- 
quire a  dingincss  of  colour,  and  have  often  a  roughness 
on  the  surface  from  the  handling  of  the  master.  Both 
these  circumstances  try  the  nerves  of  picture  cleaners, 
and  of  most  of  their  employers,  and  a  picture  is  seldom 
allowed  to  remain  in  this  state.  Some  acid  or  other 
method  is  tried,  the  patina  and  the  supposed  blemish 
come  off  together,  and  the  picture  is  washed,  as  are 
nearly  all  in  (he  galleries.  The  fine  finishing  of  the 
master  is  irretrievably  gone,  and  is  frequently  attempted 
to  be  restored  by  what  is  called  toning,  Very  few  excep- 
tions are  seen,  either  in  the  works  of  Velasquez  or  Mu- 
rillo, and  those  of  the  latter  frequently  resemble  copies, 
from  the  faint  and  cold  colours  which  now  form  the  sur 
face,  and  which  in  London,  is  frequently  supplied  by 
quantities  of  varnish,  and  in  Paris,  by  picking  away  the 
outline,  and  giving  fresh  relief  or  rotundity  to  the  picture, 
which  is  thus  re  manufactured. 

SCHOOL    OF    CASTILLE. 

The  school  of  Castile,  under  w^hich  head  I  have  col- 
lected all  the  artists  of  that  large  portion  of  the  kingdom, 
^d  some  others,  whose  provinces  are  not  entitled  to 
form  a  school  apart,  has  its  origin  at  Toledo,  the  ca- 
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thedral  of  which,  both  in  sculpture  and  painting,  is  a 
principal  cradle  of  Spanish  art.     There  is  an  intermi- 
nable list  of  men,  apparently  of  all  nations,  who  con- 
tributed to  paint  and  ornament  the  retablo  mayor,  and 
some  of  the  old  retablos  in  the  chapels,  but  it  would 
be  waste*  of  time  to  go    through  them^  even  if  their 
works   were  certainly  known;  the  greater  part  are  so 
mixed  up   with   gilding  and   ornamenting,    that    they 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  each  other.     The  earliest 
good  painting  appears  to  be  that  of  the  Sala  Capitulary 
a  chapter  house  used  by  the  Cabildo  in  winter,  which 
has  been  attributed  to  Pedro,  the  father  of  the  great 
Alonzo  Berruguete,  but  is  now  known  to  be  the  work 
of  Juan  de  Borgona  or  John  of  Burgundy.  It  is  in  a  style 
resembling  Pietro  Perugino,  or  Pinturicchio,  with  whom 
he  was  contemporary,  and  is  fully  equal  to  the  works 
of   these  artists.     The   date  is  about    1500.     He  also 
painted  the  capture  of  Oran,  in  the  Mozarabe  chapel, 
which  is  in  far  inferior  style,  and  can  scarcely  be  ima- 
gined to  be  the  work  of  the  same  hand.     Soon  after 
this,   Alonzo  Berruguete  reltimed  from  Ilaly,  with  the 
true  maxims  of  oil  painting,  and  native  artists  entered 
the  field.     Subsequently,  Titian  visited  Spain,  and  was 
followed  by   Romulo    Cincinnato   a  Tuscan,  Domenico 
Theotocupuli  a  Greek,  Lucas  Cambiazo,  Frederico  Zuc- 
chero,   Antonio  Rizi,    P.    Tibaldi,    M.   Leoni,   Fabricio 
Castello,  Patrizio  Caxesi,  Vincenzio  Carducci  and  his 
brother,  and  Angelo  Nardi,  all  Italians,  who  successively 
assisted  in  forming  the  great- school.     Antonio  Moro, 
the  celebrated  portrait  painter,  a  strange  artist  named 
Gerolamo  Bosc,  a  sort  of  Quintin  Metzu,  whom  fortuna- 
tely they  did  not  follow  much  Rubens,  and  some  others; 
Flemish   and  Dutch  masters   must   be    added    to  this 
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foreign  lisl.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  any  account 
of  these  artists,  most  of  whom  are  enrolled  in  the  list 
of  their  countrymen,  and  are  sufficiently  known,  and 
of  easy  access,  but  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  progress  of 
Spanish  art,  it  was  necessary  to  mention  them.  Some 
were  brought  by  Charles  the  fifth,  and  others  by  Philip 
the  second,  who  sent  Frederico  Zucchero  ignominiously 
beck,  ordering  his  works  to  be  effaced,  and  others  by 
his  successors.  The  last,  who  seemed  to  be  sent  to  destroy 
the  Spanish  school  was  Luca  Jordano.  The  works  of  these 
strangers  are  chiefly  at  the  Escurial,  and  in  the  palaces. 
Domenico  Theotocupuli  is  less  known  than  the 
great  Italians  and  Flemings.  His  early  history  is  un<* 
certain,  but  he  lived  at  Toledo  in  1577.  His  name,  his 
common  designation  of  Greco,  and  the  habit  he  used 
occasionally  of  signing  his  pictures  at  length  in  the 
Greek  character,  with  the  '*jr«iii<ri"  added,  put  his  native 
country  out  of  all  doubt,  and  it  is  as  certain  that  he 
must  have  studied  both  at  Venice  and  in  the  south  of 
Italy.  He  designed  like  M.  Angelo.  and  coloured  like  the 
Venetians,  in  what  the  Spaniards  term  his  lucid  inter- 
vals. Unfortunately  he  adopted  an  unique  and  extraor- 
dinary tone  of  colour,  which  destroys  all  pleasure  in 
examining  the  greater  part  of  his  works,  but  the  most 
masterly  freedom  of  design  is  always  to  be  seen  in  the 
worst  of  his  productions.  Many  of  them  appear  to  have 
been  painted  without  outline,  in  the  mode  of  Tintoretto. 
His  bad  colour  consists  of  livid  hues  of  purple  and  lake, 
with  ribbands  or  streaks  of  white  and  other  colours, 
frittering  and  destroying  all  harmony.  Two  specimens 
are  in  my  possession,  which  it  would  seem  incredible 
were  the  work  of  the  same  artist,  one  in  the  best  Vene- 
tian manner,  the  other  in  that  peculiarly  his  own,  but 
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not  the  worst  degree  of  it.  His  good  works  are  scarce. 
The  best  are  the  entombing  of  the  Conde  Orgaz,  in 
the  church  of  Santo  Tome  at  Toledo,  the  upper  prt 
of  which  is  in  the  bad  manner.  The  same  subject  is 
in  the  Academy  at  Madrid,  but  is  inferior  to  ihe  odier. 
The  stripping  of  Christ  in  the  great  altar  of  the  great 
sacristy  of  the  cathedral  at  Toledo.  A  picture  at  ihe 
Monjas  de  la  Reyna,  at  Toledo,  with  the  crucifix,  and 
two  portraits  below.  The  Assumption  of  the  Virgin, 
now  in  the  collection  of  the  Infante  Don  Sebastian,  in 
the  grand  Italian  manner,  perhaps  his  finest  work.  It 
was  formerly  at  Santo  Domingo,  Toledo.  I  have  seen 
a  small  coloured  sketch  of  the  clearing  the  temple, 
imitated  from  the  Cartoon  of  Pisa,  which  is  equal  to 
any  design  of  M.  Angelo,  the  figures  being  all  in  strong, 
but  not  violent  or  overdone  action.  He  is  said,  not 
improbably,  to  have  adopted  the  bad  style  of  colour, 
that  he  might  differ  from  Titian  and  the  other  Vene- 
tians, with  whom  he  had  been  compared,  and  his 
works  mistaken  for  theirs.  His  influence  on  the 
Spanish  school  was  very  great,  nearly  all  who  succeeded^ 
having  borrowed  from  him ;  fortunately  none  have 
foUovs^ed  his  bad  manner.  His  best  pupil  was  Tristan. 
His  son  Jorge  was  an  architect  of  some  eminence,  and 
also  a  sculptor. 

SPANISH     ARTISTS. 

One  of  the  earliest  painters,  of  native  origin,  is 
Fernando  Gallegos,  who  was  contemporary  with 
Durer,  whom  he  imitated,  but  with  greater  softness. 
Those  of  his  work?,  which  I  have  seen,  are  as  soft  as 
Raphael's  second  manner,  but  with  a  German  design, 
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and  some  of  them   I  have  seen,  appear  lo  have   been 
copied  from  the  prints  of  Marc  Antonio. 


ALONZO    BERRUGUETE. 

Returned  from  Italy  in  1520,  and  is  considered  to 
have  brought  the  true  mode  of  oil  painting  to  Spain. 
His  works  in  painting  are  very  scarce.  1  have  seen  some 
small  pictures  on  wood,  painted  in  a  free  and  fluid  style, 
and  correctly  designed,  without  the  anatomical  display 
visible  in  most  of  his  sculpture. 

HERNANDO    YAnEZ. 

Nothing  but  the  name  of  this  artist  is  known,  and 
his  works  are  only  to  be  seen  at  Guenca.  I  have 
therefore  placed  him  in  the  school  of  Castile.  In  the 
chapel  of  the  Albornoces  in  the  cathedral,  are  several 
paintings  by  him.  Most  of  them  are  dirty  and  badly  seen, 
but  the  Pieta,  one  of  them,  is  fully  equal  to  Raphael. 
The  women  in  attendance  have  every  thing  which  cha- 
racterises that  great  master.  In  an  altar  at  the  flank 
of  the  choir,  on  the  south  side,  is  a  large  painting  of 
the  Presentation  at  the  Temple,  which  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  books,  but  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  by  him. 
It  is  well  preserved,  and  is  in  good  light.  It  is  quite 
equal  to  the  middle  class  of  the  pictures  of  RaphaeK 
He  is  nearer  to  that  great  model  than  even  Juancs. 

ALONZO    SANCHEZ    DIC    COELLO. 

Commonly  called  Sanchez  to  distinguish  him  from 
the  other  Coello.     His  historical  works  have  disappeared. 
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and  only  his  portraits  are  now  to  be  found.  In  his  best 
works  he  approaches  Titian:  others  are  weaker  in  colour, 
but  free  and  able  in  the  design  and  management.  His 
armour  and  draperies  are  admirable.  The  latter  are 
frequently  white,  with  rich  ornaments  of  lace  and  the 
like,  on  black  ground,  a  style  frequently  seen  in  the  por- 
traits of  Velasquez  and  others  of  the  school,  who  followed 
him. 

JUAN    FERNANDEZ    NAVARRETfe,    EL    MUDO. 

Was  sent  to  Italy  by  Philip  the  second,  and  a  picture 
painted  at  Rome  is  in  the  Museum,  which  was  presented 
to  the  k'mQ  as  a  specimen  of  his  progress.  It  is  a  weak 
and  vapid  production,  somewhat  like  a  bad  imitation  of 
Garofalo,  but  he  afterwards  adopted  the  Venetian  colour, 
and  became  one  of  the  best  of  the  school.  His  works 
are  chiefly  at  the  Escurial. 

LUIS    MORALES    EL    DIVINO. 

Of  whose  early  history  nothings  is  known,  but  that  he 
was  born  at  Badajos,  soon  after  1 500.  Where  he  studied 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  diflicult  to  believe  that  he  had 
not  been  in  Italy,  as  no  means  then  existed  in  Spain  of 
learning  drawing,  as  his  works  exhibit.  His  early  manner 
was  dry,  but  with  finer  colour  than  that  afterwards  used. 
The  specimens  of  this  style  are  rare.  One  is  in  my 
possession,  which  is  like  an  early  picture  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  with  high  finish  of  details  and  great  expression. 
His  later  works  are  exceedingly  varied  in  manner.  His 
countrymen  Pacheco  and  Palomino  had  cvidendy  only 
seen  a  part  of  his  works  from  their  severe  and  unjust 
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criticism  of  them.  At  Badajos,  a  part  of  the  retablo  at 
the  cathedral  only  remains,  the  design  of  which  is  poor 
and  meschine,  the  best  being  carried  off  in  the  war, 
whilst  at  the  Parroquia  of  la  Conception  in  the  same  city, 
are  two  figures  drawn  like  Sebastian  del  Pionibo,  or 
M.  Angelo.  He  imitated  and  equalled  the  first  of  these 
roasters,  in  some  instances  changing  his  dry  and  laboured 
style  for  a  free  and  masterly  treatment.  Most  of  his 
works  are  painful  subjects  of  the  Mater  Dolorosa  with 
her  son,  fainting  and  expiring  with  grief  and  such  like. 
They  are  now  scarce.  There  are  several  at  the  Museum. 
He  appears  to  have  founded  no  school,  and  to  stand  quite 
alone.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci  in 
his  works.  One  of  the  best  of  the  few  public  works  now 
remaining,  is  in  the  sacristy  of  San-Isidoro  at  Madrid, 

BLAS    DEL    PRADO. 

His  works  are  now  dispersed,  having  sold  for  high 
prices  in  the  war.  They  were  chiefly  at  Toledo.  He 
painted  marines  and  landscapes,  of  very  good  style.  At 
the  Museum  is  a  picture  in  imitation  of  Andrea  del  Sarto. 
In  the  ehapel  of  San-Blas^  which  is  adjoining  the  great 
cloister  at  Toledo,  are  paintings  by  him,  imitating  and 
rivalling  the  Florentines,  whom  he  must  have  studied. 
Those  in  the  cloister,  formerly  attributed  to  him,  are  in 
a  quite  different  style. 

LUIS    DE    VELASCO. 

The  only  public  works  known  to  be  by  him  are  some 
large  paintings  in  the  cloister  of  the  cathedral  of  Toledo, 
which  until' lately  were  attributed  to  Bias  del  Prado,  to 
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whose  manner  they  do  not  bear  the  most  distant  resem- 
blance. They  are  of  fp*and  and  free  style  of  design, 
imitated  from  the  School  of  Parma,  with  blue  tinu.  A 
head  of  the  Virgin  in  the  same  manner,  somewhat  like 
Parmeggiano,  is  in  my  possession,  which  has  been  evi- 
dently imitated  from  that  master. 


JUAN    PANTOJA    DE    LA    CRUZ. 

A  feeble  imitator  of  Titian  and  of  Sanchez  Coello;  he 
painted  chiefly  portraits  of  which  there  are  yet  some 
in  the  Museum,  and  in  private  collections.  They  are  of 
cold  and  hard  outline,  with  a  great  deal  of  white,  and 
highly  finished.  Two  good  portraits  are  on  each  side  the 
altar  at  the  Descalzas  Reales,  Madrid.  He  was  more 
than  usually  unfortunate  in  the  pictures  he  was  obliged 
to  paint:  amongst  others,  the  whole  royal  family,,  as 
portraits,  officiating  in  a  religious  rite. 

LUIS  TRISTAN. 

The  best  scholar  of  Greco,  who  adopted  his  maxims^ 
without  the  extravagance.  His  works  are  now  dispersed. 
I  have  seen  a  painting  by  him,  like  a  good  work  of  Tin- 
toretto, with  most  excellent  design.  At  the  Monjas  de 
la  Reyna  of  Toledo,  the  altar  is  painted  by  him  in  com- 
partments, a  in  style  resembling  the  better  works  of 
Sodoma.  He  also  painted  landscape  in  he  manner  of  the 
Bolognese  school,  and  is  about  the  earliest  of  the  Spanish 
school  in  that  branch.  A  signed  specimen  by  him  is  in 
n^y  possession,  showing  great  knowledge  of  composition 
and  execution. 
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EUGE^IIO    CAXES. 

His  father  came  from  Tuscany.  The  paintings  of  the 
son  are  now  scarce.  His  best  work  is  the  relieving  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  in  the  attack  under  Essex,  which  is  in  the 
Museum.  Don  Ferdinand  Giron,  the  commander,  is 
sealed  in  a  chair,  being  unable  to  walk,  giving  orders  to 
his  captains,  ^ho  are  standing  up,  with  a  distant  view 
of  the  bay  and  enemy's  fleet.  The  costume  of  the  time 
is  kept.  The  heads  are  magnificent,  and  the  expression 
of  the  grave  and  serious  character  of  the  Spaniards  of 
that  day,  perfect.  At  the  Academy  is  the  death  of  St.- 
Francis,  also  good.  The  oiher  works  I  have  seen  by  him 
are  inferior  to  these. 

PEDRO    DE    LAS    CUEVAS. 

His  works  are  never  seen,  and  he  is  mentioned  as  being 
ihe  master  of  some  of  the  best  of  the  Madrid  school , 
Carreuo,  Pereda,  Leonardo,  Arias,  and  others.  He 
would  appear  to  have  kept  an  academy,  in  the  manner  of 
Ludovigo  Caracci  at  Bologna. 

AMONIO    PEREDA. 

One  of  the  best  of  this  school.  There  are  two  man- 
ners, verj'  distinct  from  each  other;  the  one  approaching 
the  Flemish  or  that  of  Vandyck,  the  other  very  peculiar, 
and  probably  original;  a  golden  tint,  with  very  free 
handling,  forms  the  flesh,  and  the  effect  is  admi- 
rable in  the  better  specimens.  His  best  picture  is  in  the 
academy  at  Madrid,  and  represents  an  allegory  of  human 
life,  a  youth  sleeping,   attended  by  angels,  and   sur- 
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rounded  by  the  instruments  of  human  enjoymenU  or 
amusements.  It  is  in  a  mixed  manner.  Both  styles 
may  be  seen  at  Madrid,  in  the  A^cademy  and  Museum. 
One  of  bis  best  pictures  was  at  ibe  Atocha,  and  has  been 
lately  taken  down.  Another  remains  at  the  Loreto.  He 
united  the  power  of  drawing  in  a  grand  manner,  with  a 
command  over  deuils  like  a  Dutch  master. 


VINCENZO  CARDUCHO.   • 

Is  claimed  as  a  Spanish  painter,  and  his  works  placed 
in  their  gallery,  but  he  was  born  in  Italy,  and  was  merely 
educated  at  Madrid.  It  is  of  little  consequence,  either 
way,  but  if  the  rule  hold  good  they  must  relinquish 
Ribera,  who  weighs  heavier  in  the  balance,  although 
Carducho  is  a  good  artist.     His  style  is  quite  Italian. 

FRANCISCO  COLLANTES« 

There  are  two  manners,  one  resembling  Velasquez,  of 
which  is  the  vision  of  Ezekiel^  a  strange  picture,  in  the 
Museum;  the  other  more  like  Albano  and  the  Bolognese 
masters.  He  painted  a  good  many  landscapes,  which 
might  be  taken  for  that  school. 

FELIX    CASTELLO. 

The  son  of  Foibncio,  who  came  from  Italy.  There  are 
two  large  pictures  by  him  in  the  Museum,  relating  to 
the  Dutch  wars,  which  are  feeble  in  colour,  but  in  a 
style  like  Velasquez.  At  the  Capuchinos  de  la  Paciencia 
are  two  pictures,  which  are  inferior  to  these. 
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JUAN  DE  LA  CORTE. 


Juan  de  ia  Corte  is  chiefly,  knowa  as  a  paiater  of  battles 
and  small  landscapes,  which  are  now  scarce,  but  resemble 
the  lighter  works  of  Velasquez*. 


JUSEPE    LEONARDO. 

The  only  picture  I  have  seen  by  him  is  the  large  one 
in  the  Museum,  relating  to  the  siege  of  Breda,  and  is  in 
a  grand  and  masterly  style.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
poisoned,  and  many  of  his  works  destroyed,  from  the 
jealousy  of  other  artists,  a  circumstance  happily  rare  in 
Spain,  where  the  painters  in  general  lived  on  better  terms 
than  in  Italy. 

JtAN    BAPTISTA    MAZO    Y    MARTINEZ. 

The  best  of  the  immediate  school  of  Velasquez,  was 
Juan  Baptisla  Mazo  y  Martinez,  commonly  called  Mazo, 
on  whom  he  bestowed  his  daughter.  He  painted  por- 
traits in  a  manner  resembling  the  master,  but  with  tints 
more  confused,  and  the  colour  not  so  clear  and  transpa- 
rent. I  have  seen  some  small  historical  pieces,  which 
still  more  resemble  the  works  of  Velasquez,  and  might 
jpass  for  such.  The  most  valuable  of  his  works  however 
are  his  landscapes,  in  which  line  he  had  few  superiors. 
Of  these  there  are  two  manners,  one  a  close  imitation  of 
the  clear  manner  of  Velasquez,  in  which  is  the  picture 
of  Zaragoza  in  the  Museum.  The  other  is  a  direct  imi- 
tation of  the  Venetians   with  deep  toned  foregrounds, 

*  Velas<tQez  is  mentioned  under  the  school  of  Seville,  bis  naliTe  place. 
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and  distance  breaking  into  gleams  of  sunshine  and  blue 
mountains^  also  acquired  from  Velasquez. 

In  this  style^  are  admirably  specimens  in  the  Museum. 
There  are  some  so  like  the  works  of  Velasquez,  that 
they  would  appear  to  have  been  touched  by  him^  and 
I  ha^e  seen  a  portrait,  of  which  the  landscape  was  assu- 
redly the  work  of  the  master.  His  figures  in  the  lands- 
capes are  extremely  well  painted. 

JUAN    PAItEJA. 

The  slave  of  Velasquez,  the  history  of  whose  manu- 
mission by  Philip  the  I  bird  is  well  known.  The  only 
painting  I  know,  certainly  by  him,  is  at  the  Museum, 
which  is  a  feeble  but  direct  imitation  of  the  master* 


JUAN    RIZI. 

There  "were  two  brothers  of  the  name,  their  father 
beiog  an  Italian.  The  belter  painter  of  the  two  is  this, 
who  was  a  Benedictine  monk,  and  died  at  Monte  Cassino 
in  Italy.  From  his  talents  and  virtue  he  had  just  been 
made  a  Bishop.  His  works  are  now  scarce.  There  is 
a  painting  by  him  at  the  Academy,  of  priests  performing 
some  ceremony,  which  has  the  lights  touched  with  a 
peculiar  chalky  white,  which  manner  he  appears  to  be 
the  first  to  use,  but  it  was  adopted  afterwards  by  Velas- 
quez, Valdes,  and  many  others.  His  principal  works 
were  in  the  cloister  of  the  convent  of  San  Martin,  and 
were  destroyed  by  the  French.  They  represented  sub- 
jecs  relating  to  the  order.  I  have  seen  a  fragment,  which 
was  saved  out  of  die  wreck,  which  is  in  the  grandest  style 
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of  art.     It  was  cut  into  pieces  by  bayonets  and  other 
implements. 


FRANCESCO    Rltl. 

Was  inferior  in  finish  and  execution  to  his  brother, 
having  too  great  facility  and  working  too  much  in  the 
style  of  scene  painting  in  which  he  was  employed  by  the 
court.  At  the  Gapuchinos  de  la  Paciencia,  Madrid , 
the  altar  piece  is  by  him,  and  in  other  convents  some 
works  of  large  size  may  yet  be  found.  He  was  a  sort  of 
"fa  presto"  amongst  the  Spanish  school,  although  he 
preceded  the  celebrated  artist  who  so  richly  merited  that 
appellation. 

ANTONIO    ARIAS    FERNANDEZ* 

Commonly  called  Arias.  At  the  Museum  is  a  large 
picture  of  the  tribute  money,  in  the  style  of,  and  equal 
to  the  better  productions  of  the  Bolognese  school.  He 
was  a  scholar  of  Pedro  de  las  Cuevas. 


JUAN  CARRENO  DE  MIRANDA. 

Commonly  called  Carreno^  A  noble  Asturian  by 
birth,  and  one  of  the  best  of  the  Madrid  school.  His 
works  were  very  numerous,  but  are  almost  entirely  lost. 
They  are  in  various  styles,  but  chiefly  in  the  Bolognese 
manner.  He  painted  portraits  in  imitation  of  Yelas* 
quez,  and  others  after  Yandyck.  In  the  latter  manner 
are  two,  on  the  stair  case  of  the  Ayuntamiento  at  Toledo, 
of  Charles  the  second  and  his  Queen.*  The  former  is 
the  best.     1  have  seen  a  fall  of  San  Paul,  with  the 
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horse  rearing,  equal  to  Rubens  or  Vandyck.  His  best 
work  was  at  Pamplona ,  whence  it  has  yery  lately  been 
removed.  It  is  a  large  picture,  fifteen  feet  high.  Above 
is  the  Trinity,  with  groupes  of  admirable  angels.  Below 
are  monks,  elevating  the  host  in  the  interior  of  a 
church,  in  all  the  gorgeous  pomp  of  that  ceremony, 
which  is  treated  like  Paul  Veronese,  with  architecture 
and  other  accompaniments  in  the  style  of  that  great 
artist.  In  the  distance,  is  a  landscape,  and  a  stag  with 
a  cross  on  his  forehead  appearing  to  the  monks )  some 
legend  of  the  order  which  was  adopted  as  their  emblem. 
This  picture  has  few  superiors,  and  claims  high  rank  in 
the  art.  I  inquired  for  it  at  Pamplona,  and  found  it  in 
possession  of  a  foreign  chapman,  who  had  bought  it  as 
a  speculation,  being  quite  ignorant  of  the  value  of  it. 
If  had  been  in  a  chapel  which  was  taken  down  during 
the  early  part  of  the  war  of  the  republic,  and  afterwards 
came  into  possession  of  a  Colonel  of  gendarmerie,  who 
was  obliged  to  leave  it  when  the  city  was  taken  in  1 813. 
This  artist  painted  fresco.  His  landscapes  are  imitated 
from  the  Flemish  school.  There  is  nothing  at  the  mu- 
seum or  Academy  worthy  notice,  by  him. 

MATTEO    ZEREZO. 

Studied  und^r  Garreno,  to  whose  style  some  of  his 
works  approximate,  but  his  best  are  imitations  of 
Vanilyck,  so  perfect,  that  they  would  deceive  the  most 
experienced  eye,  unacquainted  with  his  manner.  His 
works  are  still  numerous.  There  are  several  at  the 
Museum  and  Academy.  He  painted  many  conceptions 
in  different  manners,  some  in  a  blue  tone;  one  of  which, 
a  good  specimen,  is   in  the  cathedral  at  Malaga.     In 
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ihat  of  Burgos,   is  a  crucifixion  after  Vandyck,   and  in 
the  Museum  are  specimens  of  the  same  manner. 


ItJAN    MARTIN    CABEZALERO. 

Pupil  of  Carreuo,  died  prematurely.  The  only  cer- 
tain picture  I  know  by  him  is  at  the  Academy ,  where  San 
Francis,  the  Saviour,  and  an  individual  are  represented, 
in  a  heavy  but  powerful  manner,  resembling  the  Vene- 
tians. 

CLAUDIO  COELLO. 

Of  Portuguese  family,  studied  under  Francisco  Rizi, 
whose  style  he  partly  adopted,  but  without  his  haste  or 
incorrectness.  There  is  a  mixture  of  the  Flemish 
manner  with  this.  He  is  more  admired  by  the  Spa- 
niards, than  probably  foreigners  may  be  inclined  to 
allow,  by  the  side  of  the  leading  artists  of  the  school. 
His  best  work  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  allar 
piece  of  the  great  sacristy  at  the  Escurial,  but  it  was 
condemned  to  the  **reslauracion"  when  I  left  Madrid, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  what  it  may  become.  There 
are  excellent  specimens  of  him  in  the  Museum.  He 
painted  in  fresco.  The  church  of  the  Manteria,  at  Zara- 
goza,  is  probably  the  best  of  that  style  in  Spain. 

SEBASTIAN    MUniOZ. 

Studied  under  Coello,  whose  style  he  adopted,  with 
a  mixture  of  Velasquez  and  the  Flemings.  His  works 
are  scarce,  owing  to  his  premature  death  at  thirty  six,  by 
a  fall  from  a  scaffold.     Two  of  the  best  are  now  in  the 
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possession  of  the  In&nte  Don  Sebastian ,  one  being  the 
last  remains  of  the  ma^lGcent  collection  of  the  Carmen 
at  Madrid,  which  was  lately  purchased.  One  of  these 
pictures  represents  San  Sebastian  ;  the  other  the  burial  of 
a  Queen  of  Spain,  who  is  laid  in  state  in  a  church,  with 
a  full  attendance  of  Priests  in  all  the  pomp  of  catholic 
rites.  The  body  is  seen  under  a  canopy,  but  it  was  so 
unlike  her,  that  the  monks  refused  to  take  the  picture, 
until  some  one  suggested  the  painting  a  real  portrait 
of  her  which  is  appended  to  a  column,  and  the  difficulty 
was  overcome.  The  picture  is  splendid ;  a  difficult  and 
ungrateful  subject  being  treated  like  Velasquez  and 
Rubens,  and  causing  the  greatest  regret  for  his  untimely 
end.  There  are  a  few  portraits  by  him  in  the  manner 
of  Velasquez,  and  he  painted  in  fresco  at  the  church  of 
theManteria  at  Zaragoza,  with  his  master  afler  his  return 
from  Italy,  where  he  had  studied,  without  changing  his 
natural  manner. 

MATTHIAS   DE    TORRES. 

Of  whom  there  are  seldom  seen  others  than  battle 
pieces,  in  the  style  of  Juan  de  Toledo;  but  he  also 
painted  history,  and  I  have  seen  a  picture  by  him  in 
the  style  of  Vandermeulen,  the  painter  of  Louis  the 
fourteenth.  • 

SCHOOL    OF    VALENCIA. 

The  painters  of  Catalonia  and  Murcia  are  added  to 
the  list  of  the  Valencia  ns,  neither  forming  a  number 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  separate  and  independant 
school,  without  the  divisions  being  made  too  minute. 

There  are  at  Barcelona,  some  curious  gilt  and  coloured 
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reliefs  in  a  Gothic  chapel,  which  was  part  of  the  ancient 
palace,  of  a  design  like  that  of  Giotto,  and  I  saw  some 
small  oratories  in  possession  of  an  individual  who  de- 
manded an  enormous  and  most  unreasonable  price  for 
ihem,  which  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  "works 
of  the  Greeks  after  the  decay  of  the  art,  and  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  subsequent  to  the  time  of  Cons- 
tanline.  No  doubt  these  works  had  found  their  way  to 
Catalonia  during  the  intercourse  of  that  province  with 
ihe  eastern  part  of  the  Mediterranean.  At  Murcia  I 
heard  of  or  saw  no  ancient  works^  or  even  any  of  the 
Golhic  period.  Every  thing  in  sculpture,  and  architec- 
ture, and  painting  appeared  to  be  quite  modem.  In  the 
Golhic  hall  of  the  Cabildo  at  the  cathedral  of  Valencia, 
are  some  paintings  of  the  early  epoch,  which  may  be 
compared  to  those  of  Lippi  at  Florence,  and  of  Alexo 
Fernandez  at  Seville,  and  of  Fernando  Gallegos  in 
Castile,  who  were  of  ihe  period  these  paintings  appear 
to  represent. 

The  founders  of  the  modern  school  were  two  Italians, 
named  Pablo  de  Aregio,  and  Francisco  de  Neapoli. 
These  would  appear  to  be  names  of  their  country, 
with  the  Christian  «nppellation  prefixed,  as  usual  at  that 
time.  Their  principal  works  are  the  great  folding 
doors  enclosing  the  custodia  at  the  cathedral,  which 
are  painted  in  compartments.  The  design  is  like  Luini, 
and  the  better  scholars  of  Leonardo,  but  the  colour 
much  superior,  being  more  warm  and  morlido.  There 
is  a  S.-Sebastian  which  was  at  a  convent,  but  has  lately 
been  removed,  and  is  in  possession  of  a  painter  at 
Madrid.  I  know  no  other  works  by  them.  These 
are  all  the  foreign  artists  who  have  come  under  my 
notice,  connected  with  this  school. 
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SPANISH    ARTISTS. 


VICENTE    DB    JtJANBS. 


Commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Juan  Juanes,  went 
to  Italy,  and  appears  almost  alone  of  the  Spanish 
school,  to  have  made  Raphael  his  exclusive  study,  and 
never  to  have  altered  his  manner.  There  are  paintings 
said  to  date  previous  to  his  leaving  Spain,  but  there 
is  no  certainty  in  this,  although  there  is  a  considerable 
inequality  in  his  style,  especially  in  the  design  and  in 
the  draperies,  which  are  sometimes  dry  and  in  lines, 
or  frittered  in  stripes.  Hb  works  are  now  scarce  at 
Valencia.  At  the  cathedral  is  the  Baptism  in  the  Jor- 
dan, a  large  picture,  and  in  the  sacristy  the  fall  of 
S.-Paul,  and  a  copy  of  the  Perla,  which  is  said  in  the 
books  to  be  of  the  Madonna  de  la  Pez,  the  other  pic- 
ture of  the  Escurial.  At  the  Carmelitas  Calzados,  over 
the  communion  table,  or  sagraiioy  is  a  half  length  of 
Christ,  with  the  host.  At  San  Francisco,  is  the  same 
subject  in  his  grand  manner,  and  in  private  hands  are 
a  few  specimens.  Fortunately  most  of  his  finest  works 
were  purchased  by  the  king,  and  are  at  Madrid.  The 
supper  is  by  some  considered  his  finest  work,  but  it  is 
far  inferior  to  parts  of  the  life  of  S.-Stephen,  which 
forms  eight  pictures,  on  wood.  Parts  of  these  were 
considered  finer  than  Raphael,  when  they  were  at  Paris, 
and  there  are  groupes,  which  in  every  respect  may  vie 
with  the  transfiguration,  from  which  they  are  imitated. 
One  of  them  was  left  unfinished,  and  was  coloured  by 
others,  in  very  inferior  style.  There  are  several  other 
works  of  his  at  the  Museum,  and  the  Infante  Don  Sc- 
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bastian  has  lately  purchased  some  fine  specimens,  which 
came  from  a  chapel  in  ihe  interior  of  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
lencia. They  were  unfortunately  much  injured  in  the 
transporting.  There  is  a  peculiar  expression  in  (he  eyes, 
which  are  too  uniformly  marked  with  a  sort  of  Chinese 
or  Tartar  obliquity  in  some  of  his  works,  but  it  does  not 
appear  in  those  of  his  best  manner.  Most  of  his  works 
are  on  wood.  His  son  was  also  a  painter,  but  nothing 
is  known  of  his  works,  nor  does  Juanes  appear  to  have 
left  any  scholars,  whose  works  are  known,  unless  the 
pseudo  specimens  attributed  to  him,  are  by  them.  In 
a  church  at  Toledo,  formerly  a  mosque,  is  a  picture 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  his  work,  which  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  catalogue. 

FRANCISCO    RIBALTA. 

Left  Valencia,  and  went  to  Italy  to  study,  on  account 
of  the  refusal  of  a  painter  to  give  him  his  daughter,  in 
consequence  of  his  being  incapable,  as  he  said,  of  main- 
taining her  by  his  want  of  skill.  To  this  refusal  Spain 
owes  the  formation,  or  at  least  the  improvement  of  one 
of  her  greatest  painters.  He  returned  in  a  few  months, 
and  obtained  his  bride,  having  studied  the  works  of  the 
Caracci,  and  imitated  them  most  successfully.  His  style 
is  almost  entirely  Italian,  but  his  colour  in  general  has 
a  red  tone,  and  is  fluid,  and  bordering  on  feeble,  com- 
pared to  the  best  works  of  his  great  models.  He  imi- 
tated other  masters  occasionally,  and  there  are  success- 
ful attempts  to  follow  Sebastian  del  Piombo,  and  even 
Correggio,  of  which  I  have  seen  examples.  His  design 
was  grand  and  masterly.  Two  are  in  my  possession, 
one  in  imitation    o(  Raphael;  the  other,    a  supper, 
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treated  like  Leonardo  de  Vinci ,  but  two  Spanisk 
attendants  are  introduced  which  appear  to  be  portraits. 
His  works  are  gone  to  the  winds  of  heaven,  like  so 
many  others,  and  scarcely  any  thing  remains.  The 
best  are  still  at  Valencia.  The  supper;  S.-Felix  of 
Cantalicio  caressed  by  the  Saviour;  the  martyrdom  of 
a  Saint,  in  the  church  of  the  collegio  del  Patriarca ; 
the  former  has  been  twice  cleaned,  and.  is  much  in- 
jured by  it.  In  the  reliquaiioj  a  place  under  the  church, 
is  a  magniGcent  picture  of  St.-Miguel^  said  to  be  by 
him,  but  it  is  badly  seen.  At  the  Parroquia  of  S.-Mar- 
tin,  underneath  an  altar,  is  the  Pieta,  which  in  design, 
in  colour,  and  in  the  overcoming  the  diflicultics  of  a 
hacknied  and  ungrateful  subject,  in  a  most  inconve- 
venient  locality,  may  vie  with  any  thing  of  the 
Caracci. 

In  the  Museum  at  Madrid,  are  some  specimens,  but 
none  which  can  give  an  adeqnate  idea  of  his  powers. 
The  Christ  and  angels  which  is  an  imitation  of  Anni- 
bale  Caracci,  but  of  feeble  colour,  is  probably  the  best. 
At  Seville,  in  the  , church  of  Santo  Alberto,  has  lately 
been' placed,  by  bequest  of  some  one,  a  good  painting 
in  the  red  manner,  which  appeared  to  be  by  him. 

JUAN    DE    RIBALTA. 

His  son,  whose  talents  were  at  least  equal  to  those 
of  his  father,  but  he  died  prematurely.  At  Valencia 
nothing  public  remains  of  his  works:  even  the  celebrated 
picture  painted  by  him  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age  was  not  spared  in  the  ruthless  times  of  the  war  of 
Bonaparte.  I  have  seen  very  few  paintings  undoubt- 
edly by  him.     One,  representing  the  Santa  Faz  or  Santa 
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Veronica,  the  imitation  of  ihe  face  of  the  Saviour  after 
his  crucifixion,  supported  by  angels,  in  a  grand  and  free 
style,  was  at  Madrid.  Another  is  a  small  picture  of  the 
presentation,  in  my  possession.  There  are  five  figures, 
besides  the  child,  the  priest,  two  apostles,  and  a  spec- 
tator, apparently  a  portrait.  These  have  the  character 
of  head,  of  the  father,  with  higher  finish  and  relief. 
The  Virgin  is  a  beautiful  Spanish  woman,  with  the 
costnme  of  that  day ;  no  doubt  a  portrait,  and  scarcely 
altered,  to  adapt  it  to  the  scene.  It  is  treated  in  the  sim- 
ple manner  of  the  old  Tuscan  school,  and  finished  with 
the  greatest  care. 

NICHOLAS    BORRAS. 

Fray  Nicholas  Borras,  a  worthy  and  most  exemplary, 
disinterested  and  indefatigable  monk,  who  painted 
chiefly  at  his  monastery  at  Gandia  near  Valencia.  His 
works  vary.  Some  resemble  Juanes,  some  are  of  a  more 
free  style. 

ZARINENA. 

Father  and  two  sons,' said  to  be  scholars  of  Ribalta^ 
but  the  xmly  fwmiting  I  have  seen  by  them  was  a  sort 
of  imitation  of  Titian. 


PEDRO  ORRENTE. 

A  native  of  Murcia,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
Spanish  school  His  common  style  is  an  imitation  of 
the  Bassans  wjiom  he  equalled  or  excelled  in  lands- 
capes and  cattle,  sheep  and  other  accessories.  He  painted 
magnificent   skies,    with    vast   masses   of   clouds,   and 
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gleams  of  light  on  the  horizon ,  equal  to  the  best  of  ihe 
Veneiiaus.  He  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  in  many 
of  his  works  from  the  Bassans,  but  by  a  golden  tint  on 
his  sheep  and  figures,  instead  of  their  red,  and  his 
forms  are  much  better.  I  possess  a  picture  by  him  of 
the  Samaritan  at  the  well^  who  is  a  Valencian  peasant, 
unaltered)  the  Saviour  being  in  classic  costume.  In 
history  his  best  picture  is  generally  considered  the 
S.-Sebastian  of  the  cathedral  at  Valencia,  but  the  Santa 
Leocadia  at  the  sacristy  of  the  cathedral  at  Toledo  is 
perhaps  as  good  or  better,  being  like  Paul  Veronese 
in  the  handling.  There  are  two  others  in  the  same  sa- 
cristy, and  at  the  Museum,  at  Madrid,  are  some  good 
small  specimens.  He  painted  the  heads  of  old  men, 
which  have  been  sold  for  Rembrandts.  His  works  are 
now  dispersed,  but  may  be  found  in  private  hands  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  the  academy  of 
Madrid,  are  some  specimens,  and  in  the  Monjas  de  la 
Reyna  at  Toledo,  two  pictures. 

GERONIMO    ESPINOSA. 

Geronimo  de  Espinosa,  the  father,  came  from  Valla- 
dolid  and  settled  at  Gocentayna  in  Valencia,  where 
he  painted,  but  I  have  never  seen  any  of  his  works. 

JACINTO    GERO.NIMO    ESPINOSA. 

One  of  the  best  of  the  Valencian  school,  where  his 
finest  works  fortunately  remain.  He  had  probably  been 
in  Italy,  where  he  acquired  the  manner  ofthe  Caracci,but 
he  varied,  and  some  times  resembles  die  school  of  Parma. 
One  is  in  my  possession,  a  copy  of  the  S.-Bartolonieo 
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of  Spagnoletto,  taken  from  his  etching,  but  coloured 
in  Espinosa's  own  manner,  which  is  a  fluid  and  free 
tone  of  rich  mellow  tints,  relieyed  by  blues  and  colder 
colours.  His  best  works  are  at  Santo  Domingo  in  the 
chapel  of  S.'-Bertran;  and  in  the  new  chapel  of  S.- 
Vincente,  at  Valencia,  which  are  better  seen.  His 
other  works,  which  were  very  numerous,  are  dispersed, 
but  some  may  yet  be  found  in  the  convents.  There  is 
considerable  inequality  in  his  productions,  but  the  best 
entitle  him  to  very  high  rank  in  the  art.  There  are 
no  good  or  even  satisfactory  specimens  by  him  at 
Madrid. 

JUSEPE  EIBERA  (SPAGMOLETTO  )• 

By  birth,  which  is  beyond  all  question,  Xativa,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Valencia,  belongs  to  the  Spanish  school,  but 
he  appears  to  have  left  his  native  country  early,  and 
never  to  have  revisited  it.  His  works  are  very  nume- 
rous in  Spain,  and  have  exercised  great  influence  over 
most  of  the  artists  contemporary  with  or  subsequent  to 
him.  Some  of  his  finest  paintings  still  remain,  but  most 
of  those  dispersed  through  Spain,  were  carried  ofl*  in  the 
war.  In  the  cathedral  of  Granada  are  some  specimens 
by  him,  but  the  best  are  in  the  Museum  at  Madrid. 

ESTEBAN    MARCH. 

Studied  under  Orrente.  He  painted  history,  and  at 
San-Juan  del  Mercado  at  Valencia,  is  a  supper  by  him$ 
but  he  dealt  principally  in  battles.  He  excelled  in 
powerful  touches,  giving  spirit  and  effect  to  groupes 
fighting,  and  smoke  rising  and  mixing  with  the  atmos- 
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phercy  but  his  best  works  are  marches  and  halts  of  ca- 
Tah*y ;  his  horses  are  quiyering  with  motion  in  a  peculiar 
style  of  mastery  over  the  movement  of  the  animals. 
These  are  scarce.  I  possess  a  halt  of  soldiers  at  a  venta, 
in  the  manner  of  Wouvermans,  but  with  Spanish  horses 
and  costume.  His  good  works  are  scarce.  There  are 
two  battles  at  the  Academy  at  Valencia,  and  a  bad  spe- 
cimen at  Madrid  in  the  Museum*  His  son  Miguel  is  said 
to  have  been  a  feeble  imitator  of  his  style. 


iVAN    DE    TOLEDO. 

El  Captain,  Juan  de  Toledo,  so  called  to  distinguish 
him  from  others  of  the  same  name,  was  bom  at  Murcia, 
and  was  a  soldier.     After  distinguishing  himself  in  the 
wars  of  Flanders,  and  obtaining  the  rank  of  captain,  he 
quitted  the  army,  and  went  to  Rome,  where  he  became 
intimate  with  Cerquozzi,    and   formed  his  style.     He 
painted  a  few  historical  pictures,  but  none  of  these  have 
come  under  my  notice.     The  principal  part  of  his  works 
are  battles,  by  sea  and  land.     There  are  two  manners, 
one  in  style  like  Cerquozzi,  and  Borgognone,  with  more 
blue,  the  other  more  rare,  in  a  white  or  yellow  tone.     In 
the  former  are  many  pieces  of  land  and  sea  fights  in  the 
Museum.     One  of  the  other  is  in  my  possession,  repre- 
senting a  fight  under  the  walls  of  Granada.     A  Christian 
knight,  alone,  is  scattering  the  Moors  who  are  flying  in 
all  directions.     The  costume  is  most  accurately  kept. 
At  Murcia,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rosario  at  Santo-Domingo, 
is  a  large  painting  of  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  in  a  red 
tone,  which  is  said  to  have  been  designed  by  him,  but 
coloured  by  Gilarte. 
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MATTSO   GILARTi; 

A  scholar  of  Ribalu.  His  works  are  scarce  and  un- 
important. The  only  ones  I  have  seen,  are  in  the 
conTent  of  Santo-Domingo  at  Murcia,  where  he  liyed. 
They  are  correctly  designed,  but  of  weak  colour. 

HlPPOLlTO    RdBlRA    Y    BROCANDEL; 

The  last  of  the  Yalencian  school.  His  early  pictures  are 
Well  designed,  and  coloured  in  a  red  tone,  but  he  went 
to  Rome^  and  changed  his  style,  adopting  the  Italian 
manner,  in  which  he  was  not  so  successful. 

Antonio  viladohat: 

k  natitd  of  Barcelona.  He  lived  to  1 755,  and  may  be 
ranked  with  Rubira  of  Seville,  as  the  last  of  the  real, 
Spanish  school.  The  cloister  of  San^^Francisco  at  Bar- 
celona is  painted  by  him,  and  most  unaccountably  haa 
been  allowed  to  remain  uninjured.  There  are  other 
paintings  by  him  there,  and  in  the  Academy  at  Madrid^ 
18  a  yery  good  specimen,  the  Lady  of  Monserrat. 

SCHOdLS   OP    ANDALUSIA. 

The  most  interesting  of  the  whole  of  the  Spanish 
schools  of  painting,  from  the  illustrious  artists  it  has 
produced,  and  the  renown  with  which  it  has  filled  the 
world  in  modern  times,  is  the  great  school  of  Andalusia. 
It  is  for  the  sake  of  clearness  distributed  into  three  parts, 
^though  the  inferior  divisions  of  Cordova  and  Granada, 
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are  much  mixed  up  wiih  the  parent  stock  of  SeTille, 
especially  in  the  advanced  or  improved  period. 

SCHOOL    OF   SEVILLI. 

There  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  this  school 
has  an  oriental  origin,  and  is  derived  from  the  same 
source  as  the  ancient  schook  of  Italy.  The  painting  of 
the  Santa  Maria  de  la  Antigua  in  the  cathedral,  which  ac- 
cording to  tradition  existed  previous  to  the  conquest  by 
the  Moors,  and  survived  both  the  Moslem  conversion  of 
the  temple,  and  its  reconversion  to  Christian  use,  is 
beyond  doubt  a  Greek  work,  either  original  or  copy, 
almost  certainly  the  latter.  In  the  trascoro^  is  a  smaller 
half  length  of  the  same  subject,  original,  and  of  the  same 
description.  In  the  ancient  parroquia  of  San-Lorenzo, 
is  a  bronzy  Madonna,  exactly  like  those  at  Florence,  of 
the  time  prior  to  Cimabue.  A  picture  of  the  Madonna 
and  child,  of  the  same  school,  but  more  modem  and  of 
better  execution,  which  is  seen  in  various  churches  at 
Seville,  and  in  other  parts  of  Andalusia,  and  which  Ihaye 
understood  to  be  a  copy  of  some  shrine  in  Mexico,  has 
in  all  probability  twice  crossed  the  Atlantic  as  original 
and  copy,  very  likely  after  a  first  voyage  to  these  western 
shores  from  Constantinople.  In  the  cloister  of  the  hos- 
pital de  los  Heridos,  is  a  Crucifixion  exactly  like  the 
designs  of  Cimabue,  but  of  better  colour.  The  pulpits 
of  the  cathedral  are  in  a  very  ancient  style  of  relief,  gilt 
and  coloured  somewhat  like  the  manner  of  Giotto,  or  of 
that  period.  These  ancient  monuments,  which  are  en- 
tirely wanting  in  other  parts  of  Spain,  are  certainly 
presumptive  proof  that  the  art  had  its  origin  as  stated, 
but  it  must  remain  without^  I  fear,  the  possibility  of  proof, 
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as  no  further  chain  is  established^  beyond  the  early  date 
to  which  these  documents  must  be  referred.  In  the 
convent  church  of  Sau-Clemente,  which  is  a  royal  and 
noble  foundation  of  ladies,  is  a  most  curious  portrait  of 
S.-Fer<linand,  the  conqueror  of  the  city  from  the  Moors, 
said  to  be  coeval  with  the  conquest,  and  original.  It  is 
in  a  peculiar  style  of  design,  curiously  ornamented  with 
gilding,  and  of  a  dark  and  dingy  colour.  There  appears 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  story,  and  it 
differs  entirely  from  any  of  the  various  ancient  schools 
of  Europe,  of  that  or  a  subsequent  period,  which  have 
come  under  my  observation. 

When  the  King  was  at  Seville  in  1823,  an  order  was 
given,  to  the  nuns  of  the  convent  to  send  thispictureto  the 
Alcazar,  in  order  that  it  might  be  copied  by  the  court 
painter.  Although  it  is  a  royal  foundation,  the  order 
was  reflised,  and  it  was  urged  that  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  convent  prevented  its  being  removed  from  its 
place.  To  shew  the  power  of  this  sort  of  prescriptive 
power  inSpain,the  head  of  the  government  gave  way,  and 
the  artist  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  church  for  the  purpose. 
There  is  considerable  form  and  difficulty  to  obtain  a 
sight  of  this  curious  relic  of  ancient  art  and  historical 
interest. 

Of  the  Gothic  period,  immediately  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  Italians  and  Flemings,  there  are  very  few  remains. 
At  the  church  of  S. -Julian  b  a  colossal  S.-Chistopher, 
carrying  the  child  on  his  shoulders,  and  various  palmers, 
who  are  diminished  to  dwarfs,  are  hanging  on  by  his 
huge  waist  belt,  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
be  carried  across  the  river.  This  work  is  better  drawn 
than  might  have  been  expected  at  that  period.  It  has 
been  twice  repainted,  the  last  time  very  recently,  and 
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most  complelely^  ikH  a  vestige  of  the  original  being  left 
visible,  by  an  artist  who  has  imitated  the  eiample  set  at 
Madrid  ^and  signed  hisname  and  thedateof  lus  performance 
under  that  of  the  original  painter,  Juan  Sandiez  de  Cas- 
tro, 1484  •  There  is  another  painting  of  the  same  subject 
at  Santa-Maria  de  la  Triana,  which  I  suspect  to  be  by  the 
same  hand. 

The  best  works  of  that  period  are  howerer,  those  of 
▲lexq  Feraandee.  There  are  some  in  the  sacristy  of  the 
great  altar  at  the  cathedral,  i^hich  is  in  the  hollow  of  the 
rctablo  itself,  and  they  cannot  be  seen,  excepting  by 
candle  light;  but  at  Santa-Blaria  de  la  Triana,  is  an  ex- 
cellent painting  by  him,  perfectly  preserved.  .  It 
resembles  the  style  of  Lippi,  and  that  school  prior  to 
Masaccio,  but  is  weaker  in  colour.  He  may  represent 
Gallegos,  in  the  sdiool  of  Castile,  but  is  less  German 
than  that  master.  In  San-Lofenzo,  is  painted  on  the 
wall,  in  black  and  dingy  colours,  a  history  of  monks  dis- 
tributing alms,  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  Francia  of 
Bologna. 

There  is  in  the  cathedral,  an  ancient  reiablo,  now  in  a 
side  chapel,  with  old  and  dry  painting,  similar  to  one 
also  in  the  cathedral  of  Badajoz.  I  am  i|;norant  of  the 
name  of  the  author,  but  it  may  be  the  Santa-Lucia  attri- 
buted to  Castro,  the  author  above  mentioned.  These 
are  all  the  certain  data  I  have,  after  a  diligent  seardi, 
been  able  to  collect  of  the  c(^ect  of  the  rise  of  this  cele- 
brated school. 

The  foreigners  who  have  assisted  in  forming  the  latter 
period  of  it,  werctAlesio,  an  Italian,  who  painted  the  St.- 
Christopher  of  the  cathedral.  Martin  de  Yoa,  is  not 
enrolled  as  having  resided  in  Spain,  but  his  great  work 
of  the  Judgment,  at  S.-AgU3tino,  which  proves  him  to 
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baye  studied  at  Florence,  in  the  time  of  the  Cartoon  of 
Pisa,  has  ahnost  certainly  been  painted  on  the  spot.  In 
Tarions  diurdies  are  Purgatorios,  by  some  imitators  of 
his  style,  and  in  private  hands  are  other  specimens  by 
him. 

The  most  celd^raled  however  of  the  foreigners  who 
resided  at  Seville,  was  Pedro  Campaoa,  a  Fleming,  who 
had  studied  in  Italy,  and  acquired  the  force  and  fire  of 
design  of  that  country,  in  the  time  of  Michael  Angelo, 
without  leaving  the  coarseness  and  vulgarity  of  his  own 
conceptions,  or  looking  round  him  at  Seville  for  better 
models.  His  celebrated  work  of  the  Descent  from  the 
cross,  is  like  that  of  Daniel  de  Yolterra,  with  powerful 
colour.  It  has  always  served  as  a  master  study  for  the 
school,  and  to  them  was  as  the  chapel  of  Hasaccio  to 
the  Florentines.  The  characters  of  the  heads  are  ordi* 
nary  beyond  description;  nor  is  it  easy  to  conjecture 
where  they  had  been  studied.  There  are  other  works  in 
the  cathedral,  and  the  retablo  mayor  of  the  church  of 
Santa-Maria  de  la  Triana,  which  is  composed  of  many 
minute  histories,  and  several  others  in  various  parts  of 
the  city. 

Hernando  Sturmius,  a  native  of  Zirichsee.  There  is 
a  large  retablo  in  the  cathedral  by  him,  painted  in  a 
sort  of  imitation  of  Raphael,  on  wood,  with  good  colour. 
In  the  church  at  the  Triana,  I  found  a  small  retablo 
also  by  him,  not  mentioned  in  the  books. 

Francisco  Frutet,  a  Fleming,  confused  with  Flores, 
of  which  name  it  appears  no  one  was  ever  known  at  Se* 
ville,  painted  in  a  style  of  design  imitating  M.  Angelo, 
with  weak  colour.  There  is  a  large  work  by  him  in  the 
hospital  de  las  Bubas,  the  opthalmic  hospital  of  Seville. 

Cornelius  Schut,  a  Fleming  by  birth,  resided  at  Se- 
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ville,  where  he  played  a  considerable  and  honorable 
part  in  the  time  of  Hurillo.  His  style  is  soft  and  free, 
with  silrery  tones.  The  only  public  wori^  known  by 
him  is  a  Conception  in  the  archway  of  the  gate  of  the 
Came  and  not  of  Carmoua,  as  in  the  books,  which  has 
been  repainted  and  mined.  There  are  yarious  paintings 
by  him  in  private  hands,  and  many  have  been  sold  as  the 
productions  of  Murillo. 

SPANISH     ARTISTS. 

LUIS    DE   VARGAS. 

At  the  head  of  the  improved  Seville  school,  must  be 
placed  Luis  de  Vargas,  to  whom  it  is  mainly  indebted 
for  the  introduction  of  the  great  principles  of  Italian 
art.  He  resided  many  years  in  Italy,  where  he  went 
soon  after  1500.  There  are  two  accounts;  one  that  he 
passed  seven  years  in  Italy  and  returned,  but  his  style 
not  pleasing  his  countrymen,  he  again  emigrated^  and 
came  back  with  better  fortune.  This  has  been  contro- 
verted, but  there  are  very  strong  reasons  for  believing 
a  story,  not  likely  to  be  invented  without  some  founda- 
tion. Cean  Bermudez,  who  seems  inclined  to  the  belief 
of  his  having  only  once  emigrated,  states  that  the 
earliest  picture  known  to  be  by  him,  is  of  the  date  1655, 
which  is  a  retablo  in  the  cathedral ;  but  the  portrait 
of  Contreras,  in  the  sacristy  of  the  Calices,  in  the 
same  edifice,  is  dated  1549,  six  years  sooner,  and  is  of 
quite  different  style,  and  very  far  inferior.  It  is  in  the 
manner  an  artist  might  acquire  by  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  imitate  Tintoretto.  I  have  seen  another 
larger  work,  in  a  similar  style,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  his  first  trials  were  made  at  Venice.     However 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  185 

it  be,  as  to  his  first  or  second  journey,  these  facts  are 
certain.  The  second  or  grand  epoch  is  that  of  Florence, 
where  he  must  have  passed  most  of  his  time.  He  went 
to  Rome,  but  amongst  all  his  works,  I  have  never  seen 
attempts  to  imitate  Pierino  del  Yaga,  as  asserted  by  the 
Spanish  writers.  He  must  have  worked  assiduously  at 
copying  Michael  Angelo,  Fra  Bartolomeo,  and  other  Flo- 
rentines, especially  Vasarl,  to  wrhose  style  there  is  a 
strong  assimilation,  but  with  far  better  colour.  I  have 
seen  a  copy  by  him  of  one  of  the  works  of  Yasari  at 
Arezzo,  and  in  my  possession  is  a  small  picture  on  wood, 
which  is  close  imitation  of  a  picture  by  Fra  Bartolomeo, 
which  is  in  the  Ducal  gallery  at  Florence.  An  excellent 
work,  now  in  possession  of  a  painter  at  Madrid,  is  a 
mixture  of  the  Tuscan  design  and  Yenetian  manner  of 
colour.  His  finest  work  is  the  picture  in  the  cathedral 
at  Seville,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Gamba,  from  an 
observation  of  a  rival  artist  on  the  superior  design  of  an 
outstretched  limb,  which  is  admirably  painted.  This 
picture  resembles  the  best  works  of  Yasari,  but  is  better 
coloured.  Another,  of  nearly  equal  merit,  is  in  the  same 
church.  He  painted  in  fresco,  and  the  Giralda,  and  part 
of  the  outside  of  the  patio  de  los  Naranjos  were  orna- 
mented by  him;  but  these  works  have  unfortunately 
perished,  and  are  repainted  and  ruined.  A  fresco  yet 
remains  at  the  Misericordia,  which  is  nearly  entire.  It 
is  in  the  manner  of  the  better  works  of  the  Allori,  and 
that  school.  At  Seville  may  be  found  other  works,  but 
they  are  now  scarce. 

ANTOWIO    ARFIAN. 

Above  the  two  doors  of  the  eastern  end  of  the  cathe- 
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dral  are  pamiingSy  said  to  be  by  this  artist,  who  is  stated 
to  have  been  contemporary  with  Vargas,  and  to  have 
learnt  from  him,  after  his  return  firom  Italy.  These  are 
the  only  works  I  know  by  him,  and  they  are  badly 
seen^  but  appear  hard  and  dry  in  their  execution. 


PBDRO   DB  YILLBGAS   Y    MARMOLBJO. 


Probably  went  to  Italy,  where  he  acquired  something 
of  the  manner  of  Raphael,  but  with  a  hard  and  bronzy 
colour.  There  is  a  picture  by  him  at  the  cathedral  of 
the  Visitation^  and  at  San  Lorenzo,  are  the  Annunzia- 
tion,  and  at  an  altar,  under  ¥4iich  he  is  buried,  a  Ma- 
donna and  child ;  but  the  best  work  by  him  is  at  San 
Vincente;  a  Madonna  and  child,  with  eight  smaller 
pictures  around,  which  is  well  designed  and  coloured, 
and  in  good  preservation. 


YASCO   FBRBYBA. 


Of  Portuguese  family,  whose  works  were  Yery  nu- 
merous at  SeYille.  I  have  seen  but  one,  of  which  parts 
were  a  distant  imitation  of  Raphael,  and  a  cold  grey 
colour.  There  is  a  San  Sebastian,  in  a  church  at  San 
Lucar,  by  him,  which,  owing  to  some  error  in  the  trans- 
cription, is  attributed  by  Rermudez  to  another  artist, 
who  does  not  exist.  The  ^inscription  is  :  ^^  Tunc  dis- 
cebam,  Vasco  Perea,  Lusitanus  urbe  Six,  Ronensis, 
1562. "  It  is  a  large  picture,  of  dry  design,  but  the 
landscape  excellent  fogr  ^t  time. 
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▲  LONZO    YASQUBZ. 

The  orDamenling  of  a  retablo  near  the  gate  of  the  tower 
in  the  catliedral  at  Seville  is  attributed  to  him,  but  gives 
no  idea  of  his  style  or  powers.  The  retablo  of  the 
churdi  of  the  hospital  de  la  Sangre,  attributed  by  Ber- 
modec  to  Vargas,  in  his  work  of  the  painters,  but  af- 
terwards corrected  is  by  him,  and  there  is  one,  if  not  two 
retablos,  at  Santa-Maria  de  la  Triana,  of  his  work.  His 
style  is  an  imitation  of  the  design  of  M.  Angelo.  I  have 
seen  a  lansdcape,  attributed  to  him,  of  very  good  manner. 

JUAN    DB   LAS   ROBLAS. 

one  of  the  best  and  ablest  artists  who  have  lived  in 
Europe,  and  whose  name  has  seldom  been  heard  out  of 
Seville.  He  appears  to  have  been  in  Italy,  and  to  have 
studied  the  Venetians,  especially  Tintoretto,  to  whose 
greatest  works,  his  style,  in  his  best  paintings,  ap- 
proaches, but  his  manner  varies^  like  all  the  school. 
His  finest  paintings  are  the  San  Ermenegildo  at  the 
hospital  de  los  Heridos,  a  dark  picture,  and  badly 
^een,  but  worth  examining;  the  Santiago  of  the  cathe- 
dral ;  the  saint  is  riding  over  and  slaying  Moors ;  a 
work  of  great  force  and  fire;  the  Holy  family  and  other 
subjects,  in  the  retablo  mayor  of  the  church  of  the  uni- 
versity, in  a  style  more  like  the  Tuscan  school;  The 
nurtyrdom  of  St.  Andrew,  at  the  college  of  San  Thomas, 
which  is  like  the  finest  works  of  Paul  Veronese,  full  of 
life  and  £re,  and  of  a  clear  and  natural  colour.  His 
greatest  picture  however  is  considered  to  be  the  Transito 
de  S^  Isidro,  at  the  parroquia  of  that  name,  which 
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resembles  the  best  pictures  at  Venice.  It  has  been 
cleaned,  and  is  discoloured  with  smoke,  but  is  a  magni- 
ficent production^  with  grand  masses  of  broken  light 
and  perspective.  At  Seville  are  still  several  others,  all 
eicellent.  In  the  Museum  at  Madrid  is  a  powerful  but 
dark  picture  of  Moses  striking  the  rock,  but  he  can 
only  be  known  at  Seville.  Zurbaran  was  his  best 
scholar,  and  Varela,  by  whom  his  Santiago  is  badly  imi- 
tated, in  the  church  of  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros. 

JUAN    PB   CASTILLO^ 

His  principal  works  are  in  the  church  of  the  college 
of  Monte  Sion.  They  are  in  the  Italian  manner,  with  a 
peculiar  light  laid  on,  somewhat  like  the  Tuscans  of  the 
time  of  Lippi.  His  works  at  Granada  and  other  places, 
are  gone,  andare  now  seldom  seen.  Hehas  thehonor  of 
having  been  the  instructor  of  Alonzo  Cano,  Moya,  and 
Murillo.  His  nephew,  Juan  de  Castillo,  belongs  to  the 
school  of  Cordova. 

FRANCISCO   PACHBCa 

A  hard  and  dry  painter,  both  in  design  and  colour, 
but  an  acute  and  able  writer  on  the  art,  and  the  father 
in  law,  and  first  instructor  of  Velasquez.  His  works 
may  be  seen  at  Seville,  and  a  few  are  in  the  Museum 
and  Academy  at  Madrid.  They  are  always  dry  and 
wooden,  but  carefully  finbhed,  and  correctly  drawn. 

FRANCISCO    HBRRERA    BL   VIBJO,    THB   BLDBR. 

A  heavy  painter,  with  bad  forms  and  selection,  and 
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careless  finishing,  especially  of  the  extremities^  but 
to  whom  they  attribute  the  introduction  of  free  hand- 
ling at  Seville.  His  works  are  slill  numerous  there. 
The  best  is  the  Judgment  in  the  parroquia  of  S. -Ber- 
nardo, out  of  the  city,  which  has  some  fine  parts. 

IGNACIO   IBIARTE. 

The  greatest  regular  landscape  painter  in  Spain. 
He  was  bom  in  Guipuscoa,  but  came  early  to  Seville. 
He  worked  with  great  facility  in  a  variety  of  manners. 
His  scenes  are  generally  taken  from  the  Sierra  Morena, 
and  from  the  Moorish  castle  of  Alcala,  on  the  Gua- 
daira,  with  reminiscences  of  the  wilder  scenery  in  his 
native  country.  In  his  best  colouring,  he  approaches 
the  effect  of  Claude,  in  simsets  and  in  soft  distances, 
and  Roman  ruins  are  sometimes  introduced  in  his  com- 
positions. His  more  peculiarly  S|>anish  manner  b  a 
silvery  grey  of  singular  beauty.  His  inferior  works 
are  of  a  heavy  blue  and  red,  with  distances,  and  the 
horizontal  Ime  badly  placed,  and  his  figures  are  gene- 
rally defective.  His  works  are  now  seldom  seen  in 
Spain,  excepting  a  few  which  remain  at  Seville. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Museum,  or  I  think  in  the 
Academy  at  Madrid  by  this  master. 

FRANCISCO    ZURBARAJf. 

One  of  the  great  and  least  known  luminaries  of  the 
Spanish  school.  He  was  a  native  of  Estremadura,  bat 
is  entirely  attached  to  Seville,  where  he  studied  under 
Roelas.  His  manners  are  very  numerous,  and  varied. 
Some  of  his  works  are  so  exactly  imiuted  from  Cara- 
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Tapgioy  that  they  might  be  mistaken  for  that  painter* 
He  imitated  also  Ribera,  and  a  common  manner  resem- 
Mas  the  Caravaggio  style  of  Goercino.  His  faTorite 
snbjectS)  either  from  his  own  taste,  or  that  of  his  em- 
ployerSy  were  monkish  stories  and  legends,  and  he 
was  much  employed  by  the  Carthusians  and  others  in 
white  drapery,  which  he  painted  with  singular  skill. 
He  painted  portraits  admirably.  One  of  his  finest  works 
is  San  Bruno  before  the  Pope,  which  is  still  in  the 
Cartnza  of  Seville.  The  two  personages  are  seated  in 
a  cabinet  with  simple  and  noble  architecture.  The 
subject  is  treated  in  ihe  Venetian  manner,  and  may  vie 
with  any  thing  of  that  school.  His  female  portraits 
are  very  numerous,  and  some  of  exceeding  beauty,  but 
in  a  peculiar  character.  They  are  not  Andaluzas,  for 
he  appears  to  have  lived  untouched  by  the  Sevillanas, 
and  are  of  quite  a  different  cast  of  countenance,  being 
the  women  of  his  native  country,  and  of  the  parts  of 
the  Sierra  Horena  adjoining  it.  A  S.-Francis  by  him, 
in  my  possession,  is  like  the  Caravaggio  manner  of 
Guido,  with  a  fine  oudine,  but  in  general,  his  heads 
are  coarse,  and  the  characters  of  his  men  vulgar.  Hb 
best  works  are  those  at  the  Cartuxa  of  Xeres,  which 
were  removed  to  Paris.  A  picture  at  the  Capuchins 
of  the  same  place,  which  is  injured,  representing  the 
Jubileo  de  la  Porciuncula,  a  legend  of  the  order,  where 
the  Virgin  appears  to  the  Saint.  The  retablo  of  San 
Pedro  at  the  cathedral  of  Seville,  which  is  badly  seen  ; 
but  the  finest  of  all  b  the  S.-Thomas  Aquinas  in  the 
chapel  of  the  college  at  Seville^  of  the  same  name. 
Ihe  Saint  b  in  heaven,  with  the  Doctors  of  the  church, 
in  clouds  of  glory,  and  the  Virgin  above;  on  the  earth 
are  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth,  and  various  other 
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personages  in  adoration.  The  subject  is  treated  in  the 
manner  of  Tintoretto,  as  acquired  from  Roelas,  with 
vast  masses  of  light  and  shade,  broken  in  the  most 
masterly  manner,  without  confusion,  and  with  the  most 
perfect  harmony  of  colour.  This  picture  was  brought 
to  Paris;  where  it  burst  on  the  astoni^ed  world  of 
artists  and  amateurs,  as  the  work  of  an  obscure  and 
unknown  painter,  claiming  to  rank  with  the  Transfi- 
guration and  Communion  of  St.-Jerome.  There  are 
some  works  by  him  at  Madrid  in  the  Museutm  and  Aca- 
demy, but  none  which  give  any  idea  of  his  powers. 
There  are  three  in  the  collection  of  marechal  Soult  but 
all  inferior.  He  is  called  by  the  Spanish  writers,  their 
Carayaggio,  a  misapplied  title,  for  a  yery  small  propor- 
tion of  his  numerous  works  resemble  those  of  that  mas^ 
ter,  of  whom  I  never  saw  a  specimen  in  Spain,  or  heard 
one  which  he  could  have  had  access  to^  although  he 
certainly  had,  and  availed  himself  of  those  of  Ribera. 

THE   POLANCOS. 

Were  the  best  scholars  of  Zurbaran.  They  are  not 
distinguished,  but  were  probably  brother^.  The  altar 
piece  of  S.-Esteban  at  Seville  is  by  them,  and  has 
l^n  attributed  to  the  master.  In  the  sacristy  of  the 
Antigua,  in  the  cathedral,  are  two  pictures  in  a  diffe- 
i^ent  manner,  also  resembling  one  of  those  of  Zurbaran; 
and  in  the  cloister  of  the  Merced  at  Madrid,  is  another 
painting  by  them. 

JUAN   VALDES   Y   LEAL. 

One  of  the  best  of  the  Seville  school.     There  are 
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yarioos  manners,  all  easily  recognisable.  Many  of  his 
works  are  hastily  and  badly  executed,  but  the  best  are 
very  different.  One  of  the  latter  is  the  S.-Ildefonso, 
receiving  the  cazullay  in  the  cathedral  at  Seville.  In 
the  Caridad,  is  a  painting  done  in  the  vain  hope  of 
rivalling  Murillo,  of  whom  he  was  jealous  in  the  extreme. 
In  the  Museum  at  Madrid  is  the  Presentation  of  the 
Virgin,  a  good  work.  Amongst  his  manners  b  one 
with  chalky  lights,  acquired  from  Rizi.  His  best  works 
are  often  sold  for  those  of  Murillo. 

LUCIS  VALDES. 

The  son  of  Juan  Valdes,  and  imitated  his  manners, 
but  is  mucii  inferior.     He  was  also  an  engraver. 

DON   DIBGO   VELASQUEZ   Y    SILVA. 

Like  his  contemporary  and  countryman  HuriUo, 
the  early  productions  of  Velasquez  gave  little  promise 
of  his  future  eminence.  One  of  his  earliest  pictures 
is  at  the  house  of  the  Conde  Aguilar  at  Seville,  and 
represents  the  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds.  The  design 
is  correct,  .the  personages  vulgar,  being  the  gjfpsies 
of  the  Triana,  who  have  served  for  his  modek.  The 
colour  is  strong,  but  thick  and  bronzy.  Another 
is  in  the  Museiun  at  Madrid,  which  resembles  the 
hard  and  dry  manner  of  Pacheco  or  Antonio  de  Cas- 
tillo. After  he  went  to  Madrid,  all  this  disappeared. 
His  manners  varied  so  much  subsequently,  that  they 
need  only  be  enumerated  to  show  the  extraordinary 
versatility  of  talent  he  possessed.  He  appears  to  have 
'Studied  and   copied  or  imitated,  successively,  Moya, 
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Rubens,  Titian,  Rizi,  Greco,  Sanchez Coello,  and  others, 
not  serrilely,  but   in  every    instance,  like  Raphael  or 
Murillo,  either  carrying  their  ideas  further,  or  adopt- 
ing and  amalgamating  them  as  his  own.     His  portraits 
alone  furnish  several  manners.     Some  resemble  Titian, 
some  Rubens,  as  the  equestrian,  and  others,  but  with 
yet  more  powerful  colour.     The  comparison  of  these 
great  men  may  be  easily  made  at  Madrid,   where   the 
magnificent  horse  of  Rubens  which  carries  St. -George, 
and  is  rushing  out  of  the  canvas,  may  be. opposed  to 
those  of  Velasquez  and  of  Vandyck,  with  the  father  of 
the  art,  in    his  Charles  the  fifth.     Of  the   equestrian 
portraits,    probably    the    finest    is    Philip    ihe    third, 
although   the  horse,  of  the  Conde  Duque  de  Oiivares 
presented  more  difficulty  in  the  design.     That  of  the 
Prince  Balthazar,  on  a  poney,  is  equally  good.     Amongst 
the  historical  portraits,  that  of  the    family   of  Austria 
is  the  finest,  alihough   it  is  not  a  striking  picture  at 
first,  and  is  badly  placed;  but  it  is  an  eternal,  study  for 
the  painter,  from  the  great  maxims  it  unfolds.     There 
IS  little  variety  of  colour  in   this  picture,  which  .is  in 
the  chiaro  scuro  style,    which  I   believe    he  acquired 
from  Rizi.     Those   mentioned  before  are  in  powerful 
and  finely  harmonised  colour. 

In  history  the  finest  production  is  that  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Lances,  from  the  arms  introduced  in  it.  It 
represents  the  surrender  of  Breda,  the  governor  of 
which  is  presenting  the  keys  to  Spinola,  the  Spanish 
general,  who  embraces  him  with  ineffable  goodness 
and  kindness.  The  respective  troops  are  ranged  around, 
and  in  the  distance  is  a  magnificent  landscape  perfectly 
suited.  To  break  the.  distance  in  the  foreground,  and 
separate  the  groupes,  light  is  used  instead  of  shade, 
a  i3 
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Avhich  is  llie  usual  method,  anil  it  produces  a  singular 
and  beautiful  eflect.  In  more  familiar  life,  the  Hilande- 
ras,  or  women  spinning  flax,  is  one  of  the  best  specimens. 
It  is  also  at  the  Museum.  He  rarely  painted  sacred 
history,  scarcely  a  picture  being  found  amongst  his  va- 
ried works.  Whatever  be  the  cause,  it  is  a  singular 
circumstance  in  Spain,  the  more  as  he  was  employed 
so  much  by  tlie  court,  which  had  such  a  strong  predi- 
lection for  those  subjects. 

He    is   much  less    known    as    a   landscape    painter, 
although  in  his  better  M^orks  he  has  equalled  the  best 
who  ever   lived.     There  is  even  more  variety   in  this 
department  than  in  the  others.     He  studied  largely  at 
Venice,  and  I  have  seen  small  pictures,  either  copied 
from  the  designs  or  original  paintings  of  Titian,  from 
which  they  could  scarcely  to  be  distinguished.     He  in- 
troduced landscape  in  his  portraits  exactly  in  the  manner 
of  that  great  master,  suiting  it  to  the  subject,  and  to 
the  tone  of  colour  of  the  foreground.     In  the  Philip 
the  third,    a    deep  blue  in  the  distance   is  contrasted 
with    the    mellow   colours    of   the    horse    and    rider, 
and  so  of  many  others.     Some  which  did  not  require 
the  depth    of  colour   used   in  that  picture,    have    the 
cold    and    silvery  tones,    which   are    seen    in   the   au- 
tumnal and   winter   days  from  the  palace    at  Madrid, 
whilst  the  sun  is  closing  on  the  distant  range  of  the 
Guadnrrama,  which  to  these  painters  was  as  Friuli  to 
the  Venetians.     Many  of  his  smaller  landscapes  are  fa- 
miliar  studies   in    the   grounds   at  Aranjuez,   and  the 
other  sitios  reales,  with    temples  and   ruins.     Of  this 
description  are  nearly  all  at  Madrid,  where  there  is  now 
ijot  one  specimen  of  his  real  landscapes.     Two  are  in 
my  possession  of  architectural  landscape,  composed  ap- 
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prcntly  as  reminiscences   of  Venice,  but  far  beyond 
the  reality.     These  are  very  rare,  but  he   painted   in 
nearly  every  style.     I  have  two  others  in  imitation  of 
Claude,  one   of  which   could  scarcely  be  distinguished 
from  that  master  at  first,  but  the  mechanism  is  diffe- 
rent; a  single  brush  havin{j  produced  the  same  results 
as  the   laboured  touches   of  the    delineator   of    Italy. 
Some  extraordinary  specimens  are  occasionally  seen  of 
his  talents  in  this  branch.     One  of  these  represents  a 
puerfo,  or  mountain  defile,  looking  out  upon  a  distant 
country,  which  is  illuminated  by  a  brilliant  sunset.     The 
light  is  gradually  diminished   to  the  foreground,  and 
worked    to  a   key,    in   the    manner    of   the  Venetian 
school,  ending  amidst  precipices  and  rocks,  in  deepest 
gloom.     This  picture,  which  is  now  in  England,   may 
be  probably  placed  at  the  head  of  the  art  of  landscape 
painting.     Another,  which  is  also  in  England,  has  been 
painted  in  imitation  of  Salvator,    whose  finest  works, 
in  his  own  peculiar  and  grandest  manner,  it  equals  or 
excels.     It  might   have   been   supposed  to  have    been 
painted  at  A.malfi,  so  exactly  has  he  hit  the  colour  and 
character  of  the  place,    although    he  had    never   been 
there.     There  is  abundant  proof  of  the  mutual  exchange 
of  information,  and  of  amicable   rivalry,  between  him 
and  Rubens,  whom  he  resembled  in  many    respects ; 
both    being  besides  artists   of  the  first    class,  accom- 
plished gentlemen,    and  men    of  society.     He  painted 
with  equal  truth  bodcgones,  or  common  subjects  of  the 
Dutch   school.     In  fact  every   thing,  from  the  highest 
walk  of  history,  to  the  most  ordinary  and  familiar,  came 
alike   to  him.     I  have  seen  a  farm  yard    whore  fowls 
are    shewn  in  all    their   usual  occupations,   which   no 
Dutch  master  could  excel;  and  a  sketch  of  a  huge  wolf 
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(logy  gnawing  a  bullock's  head,  which  Snyders  could 
scarcely  equal.  It  has  been  objected  to  him,  with  the 
others,  that  his  characters  are  common,  and  his  views 
of  nature  ordinary.  We  do  not  know  the  originals  from 
which  he  worked,  and  it  is  useless  to  argue  the  question. 
The  heads  of  the  Austrian  family  arc  not  like  the  models 
of  Titian  or  Giorgione,  and  he  is  not  responsible  for 
the  want  of  character  observable  in  them.  Many  of 
his  finest  portraits  are  disfigured  by  rouge,  which  de- 
testable fashion  was  then  in  use,  but  it  has  never  taken 
generally  in  Spain.  It  must  be  allowed,  that  his  works 
are  more  exotic,  and  have  less  Spanish  character,  than 
,those  of  Murillo  and  some  others.  A  strong  similarity 
may  be  traced  in  many  of  his  works  to  those  of  our  late 
president,  in  the  view  taken  of  the  subjects,  and  mode 
of  treatment.  No  judgment  can  be  formed  of  his  talent, 
even  far  less  so,  than  of  Murillo,  by  what  is  seen  out  of 
Spain.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  w^orks,  now  in 
.  England,  scarcely  any  thing  seen  beyond  the  Pyrennees, 
is  genuine.  After  seeing  a  large  proportion  of  the  pic- 
tures in  Europe,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  bad 
never  seen  a  real  picture  by  him,  previous  to  arriving 
at  Madrid.  Fortunately  most  of  his  works  remain  in 
the  country.  The  vanity  which  prompted  the  elevation 
of  an  individual  of  an  obscure  family  to  the  throne  of 
the  Indies,  which  was  considered  a  secure  possession; 
caused  the  strictest  orders  to  be  given  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  trappings  atlached  to  the  office,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  royal  collections  remain  entire. 
Had  the  disasters  of  the  latter  times  come  on  less  ra- 
pidly, and  time  had  been  given  for  private  peculation, 
the  result  would  probably  have  been  different. 
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BARTOLOMBO  ESTEBAN  MURILLO. 

Is  SO  much  better  known  than  the  ,other   Spanish 
artists,  that   it  will  be  unnecessary  to   mention  more 
than  his  styles,  which  are  extremely  numerous,  and  can 
only  be  known,   by  seeing  his  productions  in  Spain. 
A  life  will  it  is  hoped  shortly  be  published,  giving  an 
account  of  his  works  chronologically,  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  dates  authentically  being  the  principal  cause 
of  delay.     His  first  instructor  was  Juan  de  Castillo,  from 
whom  he  learned  the  mechanical  part  of  the  art,  but 
little  more.     He  was  twice  at  Madrid,  but  never  beyond 
it,  his  means  very  fortunately  preventitig  his  executing 
plans  of  travelling  in  foreign  countries,  to   which  we 
probably  owe  the  retention  of  the  Spanish   character, 
which  constitutes  the  inimitable  grace  and  charm  of  his 
works.     One  of  the  earliest  of  his  paintings  is  a  portrait, 
which  is  in  a  sort  of  sacristy  at  St.-Francisco,  at  Seville^ 
which  is  by  no  means  bad,  but  rather  hard  and  dry. 
There  have    lately  been    discovered  some   landscapes 
with  figures  in  chiaro  scuro,  which  are  attributed  on 
very  competent    authority  to  him,  but  they  are  very 
inferior  productions.     At  the  college   of  St. -Thomas, 
is  an  early  picture,  finished  with  extreme  care,  in  the 
manner  of  Castillo,  and  in  the  collection  of  the  Canon 
Pereda,  is  a  similar  work,  which  certainly  give  some 
foundation  for  the  opinion  of  his  rival,  Antonio  de  Cas- 
tillo, mentioned   subsequently.     His  first  great  change 
seems  to  have  taken  place  on  the  return  of  Moya  from 
Flanders  and  England,  where  he  had  acquired   the  style 
of  Rubens  and  Vandyck.     A  new  light  broke  eniirely 
upon  him,   and  he  quitted  the  ancient  track  never  to 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


198  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

return  lo  it.  From  this  time  his  manners  are  so  varied 
I  hat  it  is  better  to  enumerate  some  of  them,  to  show 
the  impossibility  of  limiting  him  to  four,  or  any  other 
number  as  been  proposed.  No  one  ever  so  extensively 
imitated  others.  The  works  ofalmost  every  g^reat  artist 
he  saw,  seem  to  have  suggested  the  idea  of  following 
his  steps,  not  from  versatility  or  weakness,  but  more 
probably  from  the  effect  of  unbounded  praise  and  ad- 
miration in  every  succeeding  work,  upon  a  virtuous 
and  most  amiable  mind,  desirous  of  doing  yet  more  to 
deserve  the  commendations  which  were  lavished  upon 
him.  He  was  assisted  and  encouraged  at  Madrid  by 
Velasquez.  He  successfully  imitated  that  master,  and 
very  many  others.  I  have  seen  a  copy  by  his  hand 
of  Spagnoletto,  whom  he  frequently  imitated.  His  St.- 
Peter,  at  Madrid,  is  a  close  imitation  of  the  fire  and 
bustle  of  Rubens  and  his  principles  of  clear  colour  with 
little  shade,  like  the  adoration  of  the  kings  at  Antwerp. 
He  imitated  Corrcggio,  as  in  the  St.-Felix  at  the  Capur 
chins  of  Seville.  The  Rebecca  at  Madrid  is  an  attempt 
at  the  classic,  but  the  forms  are  Andalusian.  The  large 
pictures  of  St.-Ildefonso  and  St. -Bernardo,  also  at  Ma- 
drid, are  in  the  style  of  Zurbaran  and  Roelas,  with 
great  broken  masses  of  light  and  shade.  He  understood 
perfectly  the  use  of  two  or  even  three  separate  lights, 
which  are  frequently  found  in  his  pictures,  admirably 
harmonised.  It  has  been  thought  he  could  n6i  paint 
in  the  grandiose  manner.  There  is  a  head  of  the  Virgin, 
now  in  England,  apparently  painted  for  a  study,  de- 
signed like  the  head  of  M.  Angclo,  at  the  Farnesina, 
and  of  colour  so  powerful,  as  quite  to  destroy  two  heads 
of  Velasquez,  when  placed  by  the  side  of  it.  The  St.- 
Catherine,  in  a  private  house  at  Seville,  is  an  imitation 
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of  Guido,  in  which  he  has  outdoue  the  finest  works  of 
that  great  master.  The  Virgin  of  the  Aguilar  family, 
in  the  same  city,  is  an  imitation  of  Vandyck,  but  wanis 
expression. 

One  very  numerous  class  of  his  pictures  is  the  Virgin 
and  child,  which  might  be  compared  to  that  of  Andrea 
del  Sarto,  but  the  colour  is  mach  stronger.  His  Con- 
ceptions, which  are  very  numerous,  are  of  a  different 
style,  being  invariably  painted  with  blue  and  while 
drapery,  and  with  dark  hair,  and  clear  complexions, 
admirably  harmonised.  The  feet  are  never  shewn  ; 
whether  it  was  from  a  fear  of  the  impossibility  fo 
giving  an  adequate  representation  of  these  divine  charms, 
which  are  a  double  subject  of  veneration  in  Andalusia, 
where  it  might  be  considered  presumptuous  to  attempt 
to  paint  the  feet  of  the  Virgin;  or  from  the  difficulty  of 
deGning  where  the  visible  line  ought  to  end,  and  the 
risk  of  mixing  profane  thoughts  with  the  sacred  adora- 
tion of  these  beautiful  models,  or  from  the  apprehension 
that  when  the  utmost  powers  of  art  had  been  exhausted, 
some  jealous  critic  might  have  observed,  he  knew  where 
better  were  to  be  found.  Whatever  be  the  reason,  they 
are  always  veiled,  and  the  inimitable  execution  of  the 
hands  and  eyes,  in  which  he  excelled  every  painter, 
leaves  the  greater  regret  that  he  was  thus  prevented 
displaying  his  talent  in  delineating  the  parts  which  An- 
dalusia exhibits  in  such  perfection.  The  most  familiar 
subjects  and  the  most  noble  and  exalted  came  alike  to 
him.  There  are  not  wanting  studies  of  the  most  coni- 
mon  household  utensils  know  n  to  be  by  his  hand.  He 
painted  animals  rarely,  but  very  well.  Battle  pieces 
are  scarce,  but  I  have  seen  two  by  his  hand.  Landscape 
is  often  introduced,  and  with  great  skill  of  adaptation 
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to  the  subject,  but  he  was  inferior  to  some  others  in 
this  department. 

In  portrait  he  was  never  excelled.  The  finest  are 
those  of  St. -Ferdinand,  in  the  library,  and  the  two 
archbishops  in  the  great  sacristy  of  the  cathedral  of  Se- 
ville. Another  celebrated  one  is  that  of  a  Canon,  now  in 
private  hands,  and  is  a  large  picture,  almost  entirely  in 
black.  The  Santa-Justa  and  Santa-Rufina  of  the  Capu- 
chins, can  be  only  considered  portraits  of  two  Sevillanas. 
Amidst  this  variety  of  styles,  of  the  works  on  which  his 
fame  as  an  artist  of  the  first  rank  will  go  down  to  pos- 
terity, the  San-Antonio  of  the  cathedral  of  Seville  must 
claim  the  first  place,  especially  from  the  difficulty  of 
treating  the  absurd  and  ridiculous  subject  of  the  child 
appearing  to  a  saint  who  lived  several  centuries  after* 
wards.  The  child  is  descending  in  a  cloud  of  glory,  in 
which  it  is  suspended  like  etherial  essence,  appearing  to 
float  as  an  immaterial  substance;  an  object  only  attain- 
able by  a  painter  at  the  very  head  of  the  art.  The  saint, 
who  is  a  model  of  manly  beauty,  is  kneeling  in  a  posi- 
tion of  grace  to  which  it  is  useless  to  seek  a  comparison 
amongst  the  works  of  the  Italians;  and  the  architecture 
and  aerial  perspective  is  so  managed,  that  out  of  these 
scanty  materials  he  has  produced  one  of  the  most  per- 
fect pictures  in  the  world.  In  another  style  mixing  fami- 
liar nature  with  exalted  subjects,  is  the  Moses  striking 
the  rock,  in  the  Caridad  at  Seville,  which  is  a  large 
picture^  with  animals  of  various  kinds.  In  the  same 
place  is  the  San- Juan  de  Dios,  a  charitable  saint  of  the 
calendar,  who  is  supporting  an  infirm  man,  assisted  by 
an  angel;  a  composition  probably  quite  original  in  iis 
design  and  management.  Tlie  two  pictures,  semi  oval, 
now  in  the  Atademy  at  Madrid,  formerly  at  the  convent 
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of  Santa-Maria  la  Blanca  at  Seville,  which  represent  the 
foundation  of  Santa-Maria  Maggiore  at  Rome,  are  also 
of  the  first  order,  and  if  the  opinion  of  an  individual 
could  be  offered,  are  the  finest  of  the  whole.  They  are 
large;  ihe  first  represents  the  vision  of  a  noble  Roman, 
to  whom  the  Virgin  appears  in  his  sleep.  The  second  is 
the  visit  to  the  Pope,  who  expounds  the  vision,  and  most 
papally  refers  it  to  the  founding  of  a  church.  These 
subjects  are  treated  in  the  manner  of  Titian  j  and  in  every 
respect  may  challenge  comparison  with  the  finest  works 
of  Venice.  In  the  Academy  is  also  the  beautiful  picture 
of  Santa-Isabel,  formerly  at  the  Louvre,  which  is  of  a 
weaker  and  earlier  manner,  but  full  of  grace,  and  un- 
affected beauty  and  simplicity.  It  has  been  cleaned  and 
injured,  I  believe  both  at  Paris  and  Madrid.  The  St.- 
Felix  de  Cantalicio  with  the  Virgin  and  child,  at  the 
Capuchins  of  Seville,  is  almost  an  imitation  of  Correggio, 
and  certainly  equals  the  works  of  that  great  artist. 
These  are  some  of  the  manners  of  this  extraordinary 
roan  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  but  there 
are  doubtless  others.  I  have  seen  a  Virgin  and  child 
imitating  the  clear  manner  of  Zusbaran,  which  could 
not  at  first  sight  be  distinguished  from  that  master ;  but 
in  all  these  imitations  he  has  left  in  every  instance  some- 
thing to  mark  his  work,  to  show  that  the  following  the 
traces  of  others  was  voluntary,  and  that  he  retained  his 
own  master  mind  to  regulate  his  hand.  Many  of  his 
works  have  now  left  Spain,  but  they  bear  an  insigni- 
ficant proportion  to  those  which  remain,  and  to  judge 
or  form  any  opinion  of  him,  he  must  be  seen  in  his  nati- 
ve country,  like  Raphael,  or  Dominichino,  or  the  Caracci, 
or  Titian,  or  the  other  Venetians.  After  all  the  events 
of  latter  times,  none  of  the  works  of  the  first  order  have 
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lefl  Spain,  and  fortunately  most  of  them  are  likely  lo 
remain.  Some  were  destroyed,  I  have  seen  a  beautiful 
head  of  Santa-Teresa,  the  only  fragment  of  a  large 
picture,  which  was  cut  to  pieces  by  bayonets,  and  some 
very  fine  paintings  were  ruined  in  the  transport  from 
their  original  situations.  The  series  of  his  works  is  very 
much  a  desideratum,  as  it  will  very  probably  establish  an 
improvement  in  style,  gradual  and  progressive,  like 
that  of  Raphael.  The  last  work,  which  was  left  unfi- 
nished from  his  death;  caused  by  injury  received  whilst 
engaged  in  it,  promised  to  equal  any  of  his  productions. 
His  character  appears  to  have  been  equally  amiable,  as 
his  knowledge  and  industry  were  extensive  and  un- 
wearied. 

THE   SCHOOL    OF    HURILLO. 

This  great  artist  had  many  scholars,  and  very  many 
copyists  and  imitators;  a  prodigious  number  of  the  works 
reputed  to  be  by  him,  being  contemporary  copies.  The 
works  of  these  artists  are  unfortunately  not  sufficiently 
characterised,  as  scarcely  any  public  works  by  them 
exist,  and  they  have  now  mostly  disappeared. 

The  picture  left  unfinished  at  Cadiz,  was  terminated 
by  Osorio  or  Meneses,  by  whom  is  St.-Elias  ahd  the  an- 
gel in  the  desert,  a  large  picture,  of  feeble  design,  but  in 
character  like  the  master.     It  is  at  Seville. 

ESTEBAN    MARQOEZ. 

In  the  church  of  the  hospital  de  la  Sangre^  is  an  Apos- 
tolado,  or  the  twelve  apostles,  of  good  design  and  great 
beauly  of  character,  but  feeble  colour. 
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SEBASTIAN    GOMEZ. 


Commonly  called  ihe  Mulato  of  Murillo.  There  are 
no  public  works  by  him,  bul  I  have  seen  some  in  private 
hands,  which  are  of  thick  and  muddy  colour,  but  drawn 
like  the  roaster.     ^ 


PEDRO    NUNEZ    DE    YILLAYICENCIO. 

A  knight  of  Malta.  A  distinguished  painter,  although 
only  an  amateur,  in  whose  arms  Murillo  expired.  In  the 
Museum  at  Madrid  is  a  large  picture  representing  ragged 
boys  at  play,  which  was  presented  to  Charles  the  second. 
The  style  is  that  seen  in  many  collections  of  boys  eating 
grapes,  and  the  like,  which  are  not  now  seen  in  Spain, 
and  many  of  which  are  supposed  to  be  by  this  painter. 
I  am  unacquainted  with  any  other  work,  now  in  Spain, 
known  to  be  by  him;  but  I  have  understood  he  painted 
landscape  in  good  style. 

JOSE    ANTOLINEZ. 

There  are  two  Antolinez,  both  of  Seville,  but  not  dis- 
tinguished suiBcien^y  by  the  \^riters.  One  painted 
landscape  with  figures,  in  a  grey  style,  with  heavy  foliage 
to  the  trees,  and  red  in  the  foregrounds,  very  often 
running  through  the  whole  picture.  These  are  frequently 
seen  in  London,  and  called  Murillos.  The  figures  are 
often  admirable.  There  are  still  many  left  at  Seville. 
One  is  in  my  possession,  painted  in  iniilatiou  of,  and 
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might  pass  for  Titian,  with  deep  ultra  marine  and  brown 
foregrounds. 

The  other,  known  at  Madrid  where  his  works  chiefly 
arc,  under  the  name  of  the  Avogado  from  his  having  a 
passion  for  the  Bar,  to  which  he  sacrificed  his  time, 
instead  of  attending  to  his  pencil;  painte J  history,  in  a 
style  like  the  Venetians.  His  best  works  approach  the 
clear  manner  of  Tintoretto  and  Paul  Veronese.  In  the 
galleries  at  Madrid  is  nothing  by  either  of  these  masters. 


FRAIfCISCO    HERRKRA,    EL    MOZO,    THE    YOUNGER. 

Francisco  Herrcra,  el  mozo,  or  the  younger,  was 
obliged  to  leave  home  from  the  morose  conduct  of  hb 
father,  and  went  to  Rome.  He  returned  to  Madrid,  and 
painted  a  great  deal  of  fresco,  and  in  oil.  He  had  great 
ease  and  facility,  and  a  clear  and  light,  but  rather  weak 
mode  of  colour.  He  painted  landscape  admirably,  and  I 
have  seen  pictures,  attributed  lo  him,  which  were  equal 
to  Claude.  His  best  work  at  Seville,"whilher  he  returned 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  is  the  S. -Francisco,  at  the 
cathedral,  and  a  picture  in  the  sala  de  la  Hermaiidad  del 
Santisimo,  which  is  in  the  Patio  de  los  Naranjos,  in  the 
same  city.  At  Madrid  the  roof  of  the  choir  of  S.-Felipe 
cl  Real  was  painted  by  him,  but  it  is  retouched,  and 
there  were  many  other  works  which  are  lost. 

There  was  an  elder  brother  of  Francisco,  called  el 
Rubio,  to  distinguish  him,  but  I  have  never  seen  any 
work  by  him. 

ALONZO    MIGUEL     DE    TOBAR. 

Principally  known  as  a  copyist  of  Murillo,  many   of 
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which  have  been  sold  as  originals.  In  the  cathedral  of 
Seville,  is  a  Madonna  by  him  of  a  red  tone,  which  often 
characterises  his  own  pictures.  In  the  Museum  is  a 
Divina  Pastora,  the  Virgin  tending  sheep,  with  roses 
scattered  about;  a  Capuchin  form  of  devotion  intro- 
duced about  a  century  ago,  which  became  extremely 
common. 

ANDRES    RUBIRA. 

The  kst  genuine  member  of  this  illustrious  school. 
He  went  to  Lisbon,  whence  he  returned  with  improved 
colour  and  design.  His  works  are  now  quite  dispersed. 
The  best  are  in  the  early  style  of  Velasquez,  but  with 
bettef  colour.  An  Elias  and  Eleazar  is  in  my  possession, 
in  which  the  biblical  history  is  treated  with  Andalusiaii 
costume  and  charaqter,  which  is  perfectly  adapted  to  it. 
I  have  seen  small  sketches  of  his  former  works,  which 
were  in  the  convents  of  Seville  and  other  places,  which 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  (hose  of  Velasquez,  but 
by  great  experience.  He  died  in  1760,  and  with  him 
may  be  said  to  have  finished  the  great  school. 

His  son  was  also  a  painter,  and  gave  promise  of  talent, 
but  an  early  and  imprudent  marriage  prevented  his 
progress,  and  he  died  prematurely. 

SCHOOL    OF    CORDOVA. 

There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any  paintings 
about  the  mosque  at  Cordova,  nor  could  I  hear  of  any 
paintings  anterior  to  an  Annunziation,  in  a  bad  German 
and  Gothic  style,  signed  Pedrus  de  Cordova,  1475. 
Beneath  is  an  inscription  in  German  characters.     Nof> 
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thing  else  is  known  of  this  early  artist.  The  school  may 
be  said  to  owe  its  foundation  to  Cesare  de  Arbasia,  an 
Italian,  whose  paintings  are  in  the  cathedral,  and  to 
Pablo  Cespedes,  who  studied  in  Italy.  Arbasia  was 
assisted  by  the  Perolas,  whose  works  no  longer  exist 
there,  and  probably  by  Julio  and  Alessandro,  who  will 
be  mentioned  with  the  school  of  Granada. 

PABLO    DE    CESPEDES. 

The  first  great  native  artist  is  Pablo  de  Cespedes,  who 
was  in  Spain^  what  Leonardo  de  Vinci  was  in  Italy; 
painter,  sculptor,  architect,  poet,  writer  on  the  art,  and 
a  man  of  letters.  His  paintings  however  are  inferior  to 
those  of  the  great  Tuscan.  He  was  in  Italy,  and  appears 
to  have  followed  Julio  Romano  in  his  colour  and  design. 
His  best  remaining  work  is  the  supper  in  the  cathedral  at 
Cordova ;  and  in  the  sala  del  Cdbildo,  at  Seville,  some 
angels  and  women.  At  the  Academy  at  Madrid  are  also 
some  specimens  but  of  inferior  value.  His  forms  are 
often  heavy  and  coarse. 

ANTONIO    MOHEDANO. 

There  now  remains  nothing  known  certainly  to  be  by 
this  master,  who  was  reputed  one  of  the  best  of  the 
early  school  of  Andalusia.  At  San  Francisco  of  Se- 
ville, there  still  remain  some  frescos  which  were  painted 
by  him  and  Alonzo  Yasquez,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
know  the  precise  hand  which  executed  them  :  they  are 
in  a  red  tone.  In  the  archie piscopal  palace  at  Seville, 
on  the  roof  of  the  great  room,  are  paintings,  attributed  * 
to  him;  certainly  by  no  other  artist  of  those  I  have  enu- 
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merated.     They  are  in  a  style  of  ilesign  iini(atin{j  M.  An- 
gelo,  but  of  weak  colour. 


LUIS    ZAMBRANO. 

Another  scholar  of  Cespedes,  whose  works  are  now 
rare.  There  is  an  altar  at  the  cathedral  of  Cordova,  by 
him,  and  at  San  Ag^ustino,  two  beautiful  saints,  Flora  and 
Maria. 

There  are  other  names  of  the  school  of  Cespedes, 
but  there  are  no  works  known  now  to  remain,  by  them. 

THE    PEROLAS. 

The  Perolas,  of  whom  little  is  known,  but  thai  they 
worked  at  the  cathedral  of  Cordova,  with  Mohedano, 
and  also  at  the  Viso,  or  palace  of  the  family  of  Santa- 
Cruz.  1  have  seen  nothing  certainly  by  ihem.  They 
most  probably  resembled  the  Italians  in  their  mode  ot 
painting. 

JDAN    ANTO.MO    RSCALANTE. 

Went  early  to  Madrid,  where  he  imitated  Paul  Ve- 
ronese and  Tintoretto,  but  his  works  are  feeble.  The 
best  are  still  in  the  sacristy  of  the  Merced,  at  Madrid, 
and  arc  worthy  inspection,  some  parts  being  in  free  and 
good  style. 

ANTONIO   CASTILrO. 

The  nephew  of  Juan  de  Castillo,  studied  with  Murillo 
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under  his  uncle,  where  his  progress  at  first  was  more 
rapid,  and  he  held  undisputed  sway  at  Cordova.  On 
seein(j  same  works  of  Murillo  subsequently,  and  ascer- 
taining his  own  inability  to  equal  iheni,  he  died  of  cha- 
grin. There  is  a  specimen  at  the  Museum  by  him, 
which  may  he  taken  as  a  sample  of  his  works;  they  are 
hard  and  of  bad  forms,  but  correct  design. 

JUAN    ALFAREZ   Y    GOMEZ. 

Scholar  of  Castillo,  and  his  rival.  Said  to  have 
painted  portraits  in  the  style  of  Velasquez,  but  they  are 
rarely  seen,  nor  have  I  met  with  any  of  his  \\'orks.  He 
wrote  critically  on  the  works  of  some  of  the  great  artist^, 
which  Palomino,  into  whose  hands  his  papers  fell^  pu- 
blished. 

ANTONIO    PALOMINO    Y    VELASCO. 

One  of  the  most  voluminous  of  the  Spanish  painters, 
especially  in  fresco,  which  he  painted  with  freedom  and 
skill  equal  to  the  secondary  Italians  of  the  latter  times. 
His  greatest  works  are  the  roof  of  the  church  of  San 
Juan  del  Mercado,  at  Valencia,  and  at  Granada,  in  the 
Cartuxa.  His  colour  is  somewhat  like  that  of  Jordano, 
a  pale  blue  predominating.  The  roof  of  the  ante  sacristy 
at  San  Isidro  el  Real  at  Madrid,  the  retablo  mayor  of 
the  cathedral  at  Cordova,  and  many  others,  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  arc  to  be  seen  by  his  hand.  He 
is  more  known  as  the  author  of  the  lives  of  the  Spanish 
painters.  It  is  full  of  errors,  anachronisms,  and  hyper- 
bolical praise,  but  it  was  the  first  attempt,  and  has  been 
iK/»  rr»»^r>/4niir»r»  of  iniirVi  r%f  tht»  information  possessed  on 
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this  subject.  He  obtained  the  papers  of  Alfarez  which 
were  preparing  for  publication  when  he  died,  but  it  is 
not  known  in  what  proportion  he  was  indebted  to  them 
for  the  mass  of  good  and  bad  his  work  contains^ 


GHAMADA^ 

There  appear  to  be  n6  earlier  works  at  Granada  than  ^ 
those  at  the  Alhambra,  of  Julio  and  Alexandre;  The 
works  of  the  Moors  in  the  same  palace  are  of  cotirse  ex- 
cluded, as  they  seem  to  have  had  no  influence,  and  the 
natives  could  paint  as  well  in  other  parts  of  Spain  at 
that  time. 

It  is  not  perfectly  known  who  these  men  Julio  and 
Alexandre  were,  but  that  they  were  scholars  of  Raphael 
is  beyond  all  doubt.  Hieir  paintings  are  ill  the  Mirador 
of  the  Queen  at  the  Alhambra ;  that  is  the  remaining 
t)art  of  thenl,  for  they  are  nearly  destroyed  by  the  suc- 
<^essive  labours  of  the  Barbarians  of  all  countries,  of 
^ich  the  Firench  and  English  are  the  leaders,  who  have 
visited  this  classic  spot,  and  scrawled  their  names  on  the 
beautiful  stucco  on  which  they  are  painted.  The  heads 
have  fortunately  been  spared.  They  are  the  nearest  to 
the  frescos  of  Raphael  of  any  thing  I  have  seen  in  or  out 
of  Italy.  The  colour  is  quite  as  good,  and  the  style  per- 
fectly similar,  the  only  difference  seems  to  be  a  want  of 
relief  and  roundness.  The  ornaments,  with  which  the 
ground  had  been  covered,  are  in  the  style  of  the  ara- 
besques of  the  Vatican.  It  is  almost  certain  that  these 
^e  the  Christian  names.  The  surnames  are  probably 
for  ever  lost,  and  it  is  not  even  known  of  what  country 
Aey  were. 

2  i4 
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RIDIIO   Dl   KAXn* 

Is  one  oC  iho  etrUt*!  of  thai  school,  whose  works  ate 
now  to  be  seen.  He  is  said  to  have  been  in  Italy.  In 
the  cloister  of  San  Geronimo,  at  Granada^  is  a  large  and 
singular  picture,  with  some  parts  a  sort  of  imitation  of 
the  Madonna  de  Foligno  ,  but  heavier;  it  represents  the 
Conception,  and  kneeling  benealh,.are  San  Joachim,  and 
Santa  Ana,  with  a  branch  fi*on)  each,  breast  meeting  in 
a  liUy,  oa  which  are  the  horns,  and  above,  the  Virgin^ 
with  the  holy  Ghost  hovering  over  her. 

CASPAR    BECSRRA. 

Much  more  celebrated  aa  a  sculptor^  painted  in  a  hafd 
style>  like  the  works  of  the  followers  of  M.  Angela.  At 
the  Descalzas  Realcs  at  Madrid,  the  retahlo  mayor  is 
painted  by  htmi  as  well  as  the  sculpture*  At  the  Pardo 
palace  there  is  a  good  deal  remaining  by  him.  One 
large  room^  now  divided  into  thnee,  i^peared  to  me  ta 
be  entirely  bis  work«.  and  some  others-^  not  mentioned 
in  the  books. 

PRDaO   D£   IIOYA.. 

This  artist  was  bom  ia  Granada^  bm  went  to  FlanderSi 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  Yandyck;  whom  h^ 
followed  to  London,  and  was  with  him  at  the  time  of  his 
deaths  when  he  returned  toSpain^  and  eflecled  ^  com* 
plete  revolution  in  the  art  at  Seville^  having  introduced 
the  free  and  easy  manner  of  the  great  Flemings.  His 
works  are  now  so  scarce,  thot  I  nearly  quitt^  Spain 
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witkout  seeing  a  single  specimen,  and  have  only  seen 
three.  One,  in  my  possession,  resembles  the  Venetian 
manner  of  Vandyck,  but  has  the  peculiar  grey  back 
ground,  afterwards  adopted  by,  and  distinguishing  the 
Seville  schooL  Another  was  a  Magdalene,  imitating 
Rubens,  but  in  chaster  style  than  the  subject  would  have 
been  treated  by  that  master.  Mis  best  work  was  in  the 
cathedral  at  Granada,  whence  it  was  carried  off  by  the 
French.  Murillo  beyond  doubt  learned  his  inimitable 
mode  of  painting  children  from  him.  At  Granada  where 
hb  portraits  were  said  to  abound,  I  could  not  find  a  single 
specimen* 

Juan  de  sbvilla  y  escalante. 

A  native  of  Granada.  There  are  two  manners;  in 
one  of  which  the  pictures  at  the  cathedral  are,  a  heavy, 
dark  red  tone  of  colour;  and  the  other,  an  imitation  of 
Rubens  or  of  Moya,  with  a  mixture  of  the  Andalusian 
grace.  The  pictures  at  the  cathedral  are  the  only  pu- 
blic works  I  have  seen  by  him,  his  paintings  being  quite 
dispersed.  He  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Juan 
de  Sevilla,  but  had  little  to  do  with  that  city,  to  which 
his  name  does  not  refer. 

ALONZO   CANO. 

Was  bom  at  Granada,  but  removed  afterwards  with 
his  family  to  Seville,  where  he  Mras  placed  with  Juan  de 
Castillo.  His  early  manner  is  quite  different  from  any 
others  of  the  school,  being  a  deep  impasto  and  most 
powerful  colour.  He  left  this  from  the  want  of  effect  of 
the  style^  and  adopted  the  manner  in  which  he  generally 
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piiited.     His    colour  is  like  Gdido^   but  more  flmd^ 
and  often  with  a  reddish  tint.     His  forms  were  acquired 
from  MontaneSy  especially  of  his  women,  with  a  mixture 
of  the  antique^     His  drawing  is  generally  faultless,  cor' 
rect  and  grand,  especially  hts  draperies.     His  industry 
was  unwearied,  although  of  a  hard  and  morose  temper. 
His  drawings  are  numerous,  and  excellent.     They  are 
chiefly  in  bistre,   and  perfectly   finished.     There  is  a 
want  of  expression  frequently   in   some  of  his  works. 
Besides  the  early  and  the  Guido  manner^  there  is  one 
resembling  Caravaggio,  or  Spagnotetto,  but  it  is  rare. 
He  painted  portrait  admirably  and  landscape,  but  the 
latter  very  seldom.     His  trees  are  massy,  without  the 
leafage,  as  the  English  school  haye  since  used,  and  there 
is  often   a  resemblance  to  the  style  of  Gainsborough. 
The  ravages  of  the  war  of  independence  have  borne  more 
heavily  on  his  works  than  on  most  others  of  the  school 
from  their  resentblance  to  Guido.     Seville  and  all  Anda- 
lusia abounded  with  his  paintings,  as  did  Madrid.     Ai 
present    they   are    comparatively    scarce.      The    prin- 
cipal  are  the  seven  over  the  great  altar  at  the  cathedral 
of  Granada ;  and  four  in  the  chapel  of  Jesus  Nazareno ; 
ttro  in  a  chapel  near  S.  Miguel,  and  some  others.     At 
Malaga  one  of  his  finest  and  most  finished  works  is  is 
the  cathedral,  of  the  Virgin  in  clouds  of  glory,  supported 
by  angels  and  saints  lundemeath.     At  Seville  there  is 
hardly  any  thing  left  which  is  public.     Eleven  of  his 
finest  works  "which  were  at  the  Cartuxa,  are  gone.     At 
the  cathedral  is  a  beautiful  Madonna  and  child.    At  the 
church  of  the  university  in  the  retablo  mayor,  the  two 
St.-Johns.     At  San  Alberto  are   some   small   pictures 
left,  and  a  few  others  may  be  found.     In  the  Capuchins 
of  San  Lucar  near  Cadiz,  is  a  large  picture,  probably 
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his  best,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  books,  and  pro- 
bably owes  its  not  beings  lost,  to  that  circumstance.  It 
represents  the  Virgin  seated  in  clouds;  underneath  are 
monks  in  adoration  in  a  beautiful  landscape,  and  it  is  in 
the  finest  preservation.  Every  part  is  admirablei 
perhaps  the  Cnest  is  the  monks  below,  wliich  may  equal 
any  thing  of  the  Bolognese  school.  At  Madrid  in  San 
Isidro,  in  the  chapel  on  the  left  are  four  small  pictures  by 
him,  and  in  the  sacristy  a  large  Conception,  ruined  by 
cleaning.  In  the  parroquia  of  San  Gines  in  a  chapel, 
the  Christ  seated  whilst  they  are  making  the  cross,  with 
the  Virgin,  Magdalene,  St.-John  in  the  distance,  and 
a  beautiful  effect  of  landscape.  It  is  in  perfect  preser- 
vation, and  is  one  of  his  finest  productions.  At  the 
Museum  are  some  eoicellent  specimes. 


JUAN    NlHO   DE   GUEVARi. 

The  scholar  who  imitated  his  manner  the  most  per- 
fectly. In  the  cathedral  at  Malaga  in  the  chapel,  are 
two  paintings,  which  would  be  taken  for  works  of  Cano, 
but  he  worked  chiefly  in  a  style  acquired  from  Manrique, 
a  pupil  of  Rubens  who  came  to  Malaga.  In  the  chapel 
of  la  Caridad  at  Malaga,  are  several  good  paintings  in 
this  manner 

PEDRO  AMASTASIO    BOCANEGRA. 

One  of  the  principal  masters  of  this  school.  His  only 
public  works  which  now  remain  are  at  the  cathe- 
dral. There  are  two  large  pictures  in  what  are  called 
the  coUaterales,  the  ends  of  the  capilla  mayor,  in  the 
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middle  of  the  church,  with  two  others  of  Juan  de 
Seyilla ;  they  are  of  a  dark  red  tone,  and  rather  lieavy. 
The  others  are  the  heads  of  the  church,  which  are 
painted  in  the  basement  of  the  capilla  or  altar  mayor, 
aboTe  a  f>pallery,  and  below  the  works  of  Cano.  They  are 
larger  than  life,  designed  in  a  grand  manner,  and  co- 
loured like  the  Venetians,  i  have  seen  other  works  in 
private  hands,  more  like  Cano,  and  his  works  have 
been  sold  for  those  of  that  master.  In  general  his  hand 
is  much  heavier,  and  the  red  tone  distiuguisfaes  them. 

THE    CIEZAS. 

Father  and  two  sons,  who  imitated  Cano,  and  Murilto. 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  distinction  of  the  three,  whose 
style  resembled  eath  other.  Some  of  their  works  might 
pass  for  Murillo,  for  whom  they  have  been  sold,  and  are 
now  very  scarce. 


JUAN  LEANDRO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

I  am  ignorant  of  any  works  of  ihis  master,  remaifiiog 
at  Granada,  unless  it  be  some  in  the  arcfaiepiscopai 
palace  at  Yiznar,  where  are  several  paintings  extremely 
like  those  of  Orrente,  who  wrought  after  the  same  models, 
imitating  the  Bassans.  It  is  probable  they  may  be  by 
him,  but  it  is  difficult  to  determine  as  they  are  placed 
there.  In  the  sacristy  of  San  Loreneo  at  Seville,  is  a 
picture  by  him,  as  fine  as  Ritbens,  whose  besA  miMUier 
it  resembles. 
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JOSE    RISUENO. 


The  last  of  the  school  of  Granada.  He  studied  under 
CanOy  but  the  only  works  I  have  seen  by  him,  which  are 
at  the  cathedral,  are  rather  in  the  style  of  Moya  or  of 
y andyck.     He  died  in  1 72 1 . 
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NATURAL    HISTORY. 


IntrodocUon. 


The  sketches  of  natural  history  will  be  rendered  more 
intelligiblei  by  observing  that  Spain  is  divided  by 
nature  into  three  grand  divisions,  which  are  separated, 
not  by  harsh  and  abrupt  lines,  but  melt  into  and 
amalgamate  with  other;  the  productions  of  each  extend- 
ing respectively  into  those  adjacent.  The  first  is  the 
northern  zone,  which  includes  Oalicia,  Asturias,  the  free 
or  Basque  provinces,  upper  Navarre,  and  the  maritime 
part  of  old  Castile,  This  is  the  region  of  humidity 
and  moisture,  and  possesses,  especially  the  parts  which 
adjoin  the  coasts,  a  remarkable  equality  of  temperature 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  a  country  of  verdure,  of 
pastures,  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  where  the  traveller, 
after  toiling  over  the  worst  roads  in  the  world,  is  occa- 
sionally refreshed  by  feeling  the  green  turf  under  his 
horse's  feet.  It  is  in  fact  a  southern  Devon,  whith  a 
climate  yet  milder,  and  productions  still  finer,  with 
copious  streams,  abounding  in  fish,  watering  every 
valley.     It  is  the  only   dairy  country  in  Spain ;  which 
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branch  of  industry^  as  well  as  ihat  of  breeding  horses 
and  other  domestic  animals,  are  as  yet  in  their  in- 
fancy, although  capable  of  almost  indefinite  extension. 
The  natural  limits  to  this  region,  inland,  are  the  ranges 
which  separate  it  from  Castile,  and  bear  up  the  great 
table  land  which  forms  the  centre  of  Spain,  and  the 
termination  of  the  western  Pyrennees  in  the  uplands 
of  lower  Navarre  and  old  Castile. 

The  vegetation  of  this  division  is  characterised  by 
the  quercns  robur;  quercus  ilex,  the  true  ilex;  the 
menziesia  daboeci,  Irish  heath;  common  fern;  ulex 
stricta,  and  Europea ;  and  other  plants  of  a  northern  and 
moist  climate.  The  forests  are  now  not  extensive,  but 
it  contains  more  valuable  and  available  timber,  th'an 
any  other  part  of  Spain.  It  produces  little  or  no  oil, 
and  wine  only  in  small  quantity  and  of  inferior  qua- 
lity. 

The  second  is  much  the  more  extensive  division,  as 
it  includes  the  Castiles,  Estremadura,  Arag^n^nd  part 
of  Catalonia,  with  the  upper  parts  of  y%(^|^ia,«^)^urcia, 
and  Andalusia ;  thus  embracing  a  large  p^ffj^  of  all 
Spain.  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  this  region  is,  the 
dryness  of  the  atmosphere  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  Copious  winter  and  vernal  rains,  acting  on 
a  soil  generally  tenacious  of  moisture,  impart  a  fertility 
pecuUarly  suited  to  the  cerealia,  leguminosse,  and  the 
vine,  which  are  finest  in  the  world,  with  the  least  skill 
and  attention  bestowed  on  them.  This  wide  range 
extends  over  the  varied  climates,  elevations  and  soils, 
which  maintain  the  mesta  or  flocks  of  merinos,  in  their 
wandering  life.  The  olive  is  abundantly  grown  in  some 
parts,  but  less  so  than  in  the  southern  region.  The 
silk  worm,  which  now  can  hardly  be   said    to   exist. 
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ou^t  lo  «nrich  the  greater  part  of  wfcat  is  now  one  of 
}he  poorest  countries  in  Europe. 

Gpper  Aragon  and  Catalonia  are  referred  to  this  divt- 
sion.  The  situation  of  these  countries,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Pyrennees,  would  seem  to  ensure  them  fauraidtty, 
hut  it  is  by  means  the  case.  On  their  western  side 
the  high  Pyrennees  break  the  flow  of  vapour  kem 
the  Atlantic,  and  cause  it  to  be  precipitated  on  the 
northern  division ,  leaving  nearly  the  whole  region, 
included  in  diese  provinces,  comparatively  dry.  I 
passed  the  puerto  de  Benasque  into  Aragon,  m  Octo- 
ber. At  that  season,  winter  had  appeared  on  theFrendi 
side  of  the  high  Pyrennees.  All  there  was  fog  and  mist 
and  sleet  and  rain,  and  I  had  great  difficulty  to  repass 
the  mountain,  from  the  quantity  of  snow  whidi  htd 
fallen,  and  made  it  nearly  impracticable.  At  Benasqee, 
which  is  immediately  below^  the  sun  of  Spain  was  sbi- 
ning  with  unclouded  brilliancy,  and  no  rain  had  fat- 
len.  l%«Hfiagetation  is  in  exact  ratio.  The  artembias 
and  odiiai^  jMiKs  of  a  drier  climate,  which  are  not  seen 
on  the 'iWJiitiSrn  side,  are  common,  and  the  whole  fece 
of  nature  is  changed.  In  the  higher  regions  it  is  the 
same.  When  I  visited  the  southern  side  of  Moot  Perdu, 
with  my  friend  Mr.  Lyell,  in  the  month  of  August,  tbe 
upland  pastures  were  so  dried  up,  that  it  seemed  incre- 
dible their  flocks  of  sheep  shouid  find  subsistence,  aad 
the  Spanish  shepherds  told  me  their  goats  were  faabi- 
tually  dry  in  July,  from  the  want  of  succulent  pasta- 
rage  ;  and  this  in  the  highest  part  of  the  range,  imme- 
diately under  the  glaciers  and  eternal  snow,  where  tbe 
rays  of  the  sun  are  comparatively  powerless.  The  same 
phenomena  extend  into  Catalonia,  the  only  diflerence 
from  the  dry  and  parching  climate  being,  that  the  sum- 
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mer  heat  is  modified  by  occasional  storms  of  ihimder 
and  partial  deluges  of  rain,  which  refresh  the  stfllry  air 
in  that  part  of  the  principality. 

This  region  contains  the  vast  pine  forests  of  Aragon, 
of  the  Sierras  de  Cuenca,  Scgura,  and  the  Guadarrama, 
and  of  the  central  range  of  Castile.     It  is  characterised 
by  the    Spanish   ilex  *,  (he  quercus   tosa ;  and  tjoercus 
prasitia,  or  a  species  presumed  to  be  so,  which  is  widely 
spread  over  its  middle  elevation ;  by  the  white  cistus, 
which   grows  in  prodigious  quantities  in  some  of  tfce 
middle  parts,  and  by  the  absence  of  those  which  are 
enumerated,  as  marking  the  divisions  on  either  side  of  it. 
The  third  region  is  that  which  lies  along  the  coast  of 
the  Mediterranean,  at  the  foot  of  the  ranges  which  extend 
in  a  parallel  direction   to  it,  and  protect  it  from  the 
piercing  cold  of  winter,  to  which  the  middle  division 
is  exposed.     The  coast  of  western  Andalusia,  and  the 
valley  of  the  Guadalquivir,  as  far  as  Cordova  or  Aq- 
dtijar  most  be  referred  to  this  division.     It  is  characte- 
rised by  a  dry  and  Iximing  atmosphere  during  part  of 
4lie  y«ftr,  and  a  temperate  winter  which  succeeds;  it  a 
portion  43(  it  having  abundant  rains,  whilst  others  de- 
pe¥id   oB  irrigation  for  the  produce  of  their  cultmoe. 
The  productions  are,  sugar;  cotton;  rice;  ih/t  bata$ay 
(sweet  potatoe),  and  other  fmiis  of  southern  climes; 
and  it  is  tiie  favoured  country  of  the  lemon,  orange, 
and  palm.     In  it,  at  present,  is  almost  exclusively  found 
the  scanty  production  of  the  mulberry.     It  is  diiBcult 
to  assign  arbitrary  lines  to  the  vegetation,  or  to  affix 
the  limits  of  it,  as  some  species,  properly  belonging  to 
it,  spread  into   the  upland  region   above  it;  the  aloe 
and  cactus,  for  instance  :  and  the  j>iJm,  will,  in  shel- 
tered situations,   resist  the   cold  of  Madrid,  although 
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its  ifruit  only  matures  in  this  region ;  but  the  ceratonia 
siliquastrum  (algarroba),  which  is  a  delicate  tree,  nearly 
all  those  in  Caulonia  being  killed  to  the  ground  in  the 
winter  of  1829 — 30 ,  or  the  beautiful  oleander,  might 
serye  as  general  boundary  marks.  The  salsolae,  which 
produce  the  barilla,  and  the  liquorice  root^  are  the 
exclusive  produce  of  its  soil.  This  division  now  con- 
tains no  extensive  forests,  and  timber  is  but  scantily 
spread  over  its  surface.  It  produces  wine  and  oil  in 
the  greatest  abundance,  and  of  the  best  qualities. 
This  region  may  be  appropriately  named  after  one 
similarly  situated  in  another  hemisphere,  the  Tierra 
Caliente. 

These  divisions  which  are  founded  on  the  arrangements 
of  nature,  will  be  occasionally  referred  to,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  when  the  natural  history  ot  Spain  is 
more  known,  by  the  attention  of  the  people  being  called 
to  the  investigation  of  it,  it  will  be  found  that  both  the 
animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms  are  materially  connected 
with  the  classification  now  suggested. 

In  these  sketches,  the  botanical  department  is  omitted, 
excepting  the  important  and  neglected  branch  of  the 
forests.  It  is  clear  that  to  treat  the  subject  regularly, 
would  have  required  more  time  than  the  period  occu- 
pied in  these  traveb  alone  would  have  permitted,  in  a 
country,  the  most  interesting  portions  of  which  have 
only  a  brief  period  allotted  for  the  display  of  their  vege- 
table riches.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  fill  up  a  few  pages 
with  a  catalogue  of  plants,  as  practised  in  books  of  tra- 
vels, but  that  conveys  little  information  to  the  professor, 
and  none  to  the  general  reader.  Another  reason  is  that 
the  work  has  already  been  done  by  the  natives,  in  great 
part  of  the  Peninsula.     Government  are  in  possession, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  221 

if  they  chose  to  use  theni,  of  materials;  and  of  men  able 
to  put  them  together,  of  a  nearly  complete  Spanish  Flora, 
which  it  is  ardenily  to  be  hoped  may  be  done  before  the 
materials  perish,  and  the  men,  who  are  now  in  the  later 
period  of  human  existence,  have  the  door  closed  on  their 
labours,  Cavanilies,  in  hismagniGcent  work,  has  made 
known  a  large  portion  of  the  botany  of  Valencia.  Roxas 
de  San-Clemente  employed*  many  years  in  the  active  and 
ardent  investigation  of  the  vegetation  of  the  important 
range  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  where  in  a  few  hours  you 
pass  from  a  tropical  region  to  that  of  Siberia  or  Nova 
Zambia,  particularly  in  assigning  limits  or  zones  of  vege- 
tation. His  materials  collected,  when  he  was  seized  by 
premature  death,  are  at  Madrid,  but  unfortunately  are 
under  charge  of  a  Junta,  the  operation  of  which  in  Spain, 
is  equivalent  to  civil  death  in  some  modern  codes  of  law. 
The  important  district  of  Murcia,  especially  the  sea 
co^sl,  in  the  region  of  the  Salsola,  or  Barilla  country, 
has  been  examined,  and  a  vast  herbarium  collected,  by 
the  director  of  the  alum  works  at  Almazarron,  which  is 
in  the  centre  of  it.  I  was  informed  by  the  naval  ofBcers 
atOrcera,  in  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  that  in  a  village  seven 
leagues  from  that  place,  of  which  I  have  forgotten  the 
name,  but  it  is  in  the  forest;  there  was  a  very  good  bota- 
nist, in  a  district  highly  interesting  and  quite  unknown. 
The  ablest  and  most  experienced  botanist  who  has  ever 
studied  the  Pyrennees,  by  general  admission  is  doctor 
Bolos,  who  resides  at  Olot,  in  upper  Catalonia,  and  has 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the  study  of  the 
science  in  a  locality  exactly  suited  to  the  investigation 
of  the  southern  side  of  that  chain,  of  which  very  Kttle, 
comparatively,  is  known.  His  herbarium  is  stated  by 
himself  to  contain  nine  thousand  species.     The  central 
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region  is.  known  I  believe  perfectly  to  Lagasca,  the  emi- 
nent professor,  of  Madrid,  who  is  amongst  the  exiled, 
having  unfortunately  quitted  his  botanical  occupationsi 
and  engaged  too  warmly  in  the  sistema  constitucionaK 
Although  he  was  forbidden  to  return  to  Spain  when  I  wa& 
there,  hehadapension  from  the  government,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  London  on  a  work  upon  the  cerealia,  intended 
to  be  published,  in  the  vain  and  useless  hope  that  suck 
means  will  raise  the  depressed  agriculture  of  Spain. 

The  northern  region  has  no  doubt  been  equally  exa- 
mined, but  it  is  of  less  importance,  as  the  Flora  assimi- 
lates  very  much  to  that  of  the  finer  parts  of  Devon,  of  the 
south  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  French  Pyrennees. 

The  southern  and  middle  districts  contain  the  most 
interesting  botany  in  thb  vast  range.  They  realise  what 
an  eloquent  modern  writer  said  of  Italy,  which  ia  natu- 
rally far  inferior  to  it,  that  ''  her  waste  is  more  than  the 
fertility  of  other  countries.  "  This  is  literally  true  of 
Spain,  where  in  the  most  wild  and  uncultivated  parts^ 
the  air  is  perfumed  with  delicious  scents;  the  ovens  are 
lighted,  and  the  ores  smelted  with  the  most  aromatic 
shrubs;  and  in  cases  of  epidemic,  in  many  districts,  they 
would  send  out  to  the  Sierras  for  the  brushwood  to  burn 
in  the  streets,  confident  that  the  aromawould  ward  off  or 
disperse  the  pestilence.  The  syngenesious  plants  alone 
MT'Ould  reward  a  botanist  for  a  toilsome  journey.  Na 
country  in  Europe  can  compete  with  them  in  this  class  of 
vegetable  production.  The  iridaceae,  and  the  cisliniae  are 
equally  varied  and  abundant.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted  that  some  use  should  not  be  made  of  a  station, 
so  conveniently  situated  as  Gibraltar,  to  forward  the 
view  of  science  in  that  most  interesting  locality,  where 
with  comparative  case,  and  at  a  trifling  expence,  most 
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valuable  infomation  might  be  obtained.  The  noble  li- 
brary^ which  is  conducted  with  the  liberality  characte- 
risUc  or  the  profession  to  which  it  belongs,  is  available  for 
consultation,  and  there  is  every  facility  now  given  by  the 
Spanish  government  for  the  examination  of  their  soil. 
It  has  excited  surprise  amongst  foreign  officers  who  have 
gone  there,  and  been  received  with  a  style  and  hospitality 
they  had  little  idea  of,  that  not  a  scrap  of  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  collections  or  Museum  is  to  be  found,  under  a 
govemnoent  with  the  largest  resources  in  the  world  in  its 
hands,  and  which  are  never  refused  for  any  purpose  of 
real  national  utility  or  ornament. 


FORESTS. 

Notwithstanding  the  bare  and  treeless  appearance  of 
the  country  which  the  traveller  passes  over,  in  the  long 
lines  of  road  through  the  Casliles,  Andalusia,  Estrema- 
dura,  and  most  other  parts,  he  is  at  no  great  distance 
(torn  the  remains  of  magnificent  forests,  which  have 
been  nearly  unnoticed  by  both  foreigners  and  natives. 
Eveii  the  botanists  of  the  country,  who  liave  applied 
themselves  so  successfully  to  examine  the  vegetable  pro- 
chiQiiona  of  these  interesting  regions,  have  attended  al- 
most exclusively  to  the  species  \mder  their  feet,  and 
have  left  unheeded  the  lordly  tenants  of  the  Sierras,  of 
which  fortunately  sufHcient  remain  to  enable  the  series 
of  native  forests,  over  hill  and  dale  in  the  greater  part 
of  Spain,  to  be  satisfactorily  ascertained.  A  sketch  will 
BOW  be  offered  of  these,  with  ihe  zones  or  elevations  at 
which  they  are  successively  found  in  the  wide  range  of 
the  Spanish  territory. 
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The  peasantry  in  nearly  every  part  of  Spain  have 
from  time  immemorial  waged  a  barbarous,  destruc- 
tive and  unceasing  war  against  the  woods,  whidi  has 
been  after  enactments  and  exhortations  and  predictions 
of  the  consequences  without  end,  been  carried  on  with 
unremitting  activily  to  the  present  period,  and  is  still 
in  daily  operation.  The  chief  reasons  of  this  seem  to 
be  the  idea  that  land  is  more  productive  under  tillage 
or  in  pasture;  an  ignorant  and  fatal  prejudice  in  many 
districts;  and  another  even  more  so,  that  the  trees  har- 
bour birds,  which  eat  the  corn.  As  the  peasantry  arc 
masters  of  the  rural  districts,  and  pursue  their  plans 
good  or  bad  unmolested,  they  have  the  law  entirely  in 
their  own  hands,  and  the  decrees  issued  from  time  to 
time  on  this  important  subject,  are  never  read,  much 
less  obeyed  by  them. 

The  destruction  of  the  woods  had  made  such  pro- 
gress, that  it  attracted  the  attention  of  Philip  the  se- 
cond, and  strict  orders  were  given  by  that  monarch  for 
their  preservation.  A  code  of  decrees  and  forest  laws 
are  in  beings  which  are  excellent,  and  quite  sufiBcient  for 
the  purpose,  but  they  remain  inoperative  from  the 
habit  of  evading  their  execution  so  universal  in  the 
country. 

In  the  maritime  districts,  the  ancient  law  by  which 
the  king  was  proprietor  of  every  tree  which  his  oflBcers 
judged  fit  for  any  purpose  of  naval  construction,  com- 
pletely barred  the  planting  in  those  parts.  The  absur- 
dity of  this  law  has  long  been  pointed  out  with  the 
greatest  boldness  by  several  writers,  especially  by  Cava- 
nilles,  who  describes  its  operation  in  Valencia,  wh^re,  as 
in  other  parts  it  was  converted  into  a  source  of  jobbing 
and  bribery  by  those  who  were  charged  with  its  execu- 
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tion.  It  was  abrogated  by  the  Cortes,  restored,  I  be- 
lieve, and  then  again  abrogated,  but  has  been  left  lately 
in  that  glorious  state  of  uncertainty  which  appears  to 
constitute  at  once  the  delight  and  the  emolument  of  the 
learned  profession  by  which  these  difficult  causes  are  li-^ 
tigated.  The  judgments  are  now  given  sometimes  on 
one  side,  sometimes  on  the  other>  *'  ma  sempre  bene  ", 
like  those  of  the  Venetian  tribunal.  I  was  witness  to 
the  practical  working  of  the  present  state  of  law.  The 
director  of  a  mining  establishment  in  the  Sierra  Morena 
had  obtained  the  grant  of  a  tract  of  waste  and  unpro- 
ductive common  land,  covered  with  the  beautiful  shrubs 
of  that  region,  but  wholly  valueless  otherwise.  This 
was  cleared,  and  planted  with  chesnut  and  oak.  The 
man  who  commenced  such  a  system  where  it  is  most 
wanted,  ought  to  have  received  a  public  reward  or  ho- 
norary recompense.  Whilst  I  was  with  him,  a  process 
was  served,  demanding  the  instant  payment  of  about 
sixty  pounds,  for  trees  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  king, 
which  had  been  demolished  in  the  operation  of  clearings 
This  process  had  been  carried  on  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  party,  and  the  fii^st  information  he  received  was 
the  expedientCy  claiming  payment,  but  there  was  no 
alternative  except  submission,  or  engaging  in  hopeless 
and  expensive  litigation.  Not  a  real  of  this  money 
would  reach  the  treasury,  but  the  whole  would  be  divided 
amongst  the  authorities,  escvibanos  and  others,  down  to 
the  bearer  of  the  notice.  They  would  answer,  if  re- 
monstrated with,  that  they  had  no  other  means  of  living, 
and  that  the  kings'  ofQcers  must  be  paid,  and  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom  executed.  Nothing  can  be  done  until 
the  government  resolutely  put  an  end  to  this  system,  by 
sweeping  away  every  impediment,  and  enforce  the  exe- 
a  i5 
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culion  of  the  laws,  and  the  appropriation  of  commoB 
and  waste  lands  to  the  purpose  of  planting,     In  many 
districts  they  may  be  said  to  be  entirely  without  wood 
for  any  purpose,  whilst  the  country  around  is  in  a  state 
of  wild  and  unproductive  waste.     This  is  the  ease  in 
Yariotts  parts  of  the  Castiles,  of  Aragon,  and  of  Andalusia 
and  Estremadura.     In   the  mining  districts  they  are 
compelled  in  many  places  to  bum  the  aromatic  shrubs  cf 
the  country  which  are  rapidly  consumed,  and  even  now 
are  becoming  scarce,  and  are  only  suited  for  certain  pur- 
poses, whilst  the  more  solid  fuel  must  be  broc^ht  coasi 
wise  from  dbtant  parts.     In  the  cities,  the  fuel  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  scarce,  and  must  generally  be 
fetched  from  great  disUnces.     The  increase  of  popola- 
tioQ  is  reurded  by  a  system  which  deprives  the  tender 
child  or  the  sickly  adult  of  the  means  of  resisting  the 
severe  winter  ccdd  which  prevails  ov^  the  greater  part 
of  Spain,  and  is  the  more  felt  after  their  burning  summer* 
The  destructive  habit  that  has  bared  those  plains,  which 
more  than  any  other  require  shelter  from  the  ardent 
sun«  is  confined  to  no  part  or  race  in  the  country* 
Immediately  after  the  conquest  of  the  southern  provinces 
from  the  Moors,  who  were  careful  protectors  and  culti- 
vators of  trees,  the  work  of  destruction  commenced, 
and  their  extensive  woods  are  now  scarcely  to  be  traced. 
The  feeble  remains  of  former  habits  are  to  be  seen  in 
some  villages  of  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  where  an  an- 
cient tree  of  large  dimensions,  which  has  stood  for  cen- 
turies, may  be  observed  as  in  the  villages  in  England, 
the  object  of  respect  and  veneration  to  the  people.     The 
reader  of  Cervantes  may  look  for  the  woods  of  La  Man- 
cha,  where   the   adventures  of  the  knight  tod(L  place. 
They  are  gone,  but  some  of  them  only  recently^  and  the 
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topse  springing  from  the  last  labours  of  tbe  peasants 
may  be  obseryed,  indicating  a  fall  of  a  few  years  back. 
The  French  invasion  has  fearfully  increased  the  destruc^ 
tion,  by  the  wanton  haroc  always  made  by  soldiers  in 
time  of  war.  The  only  people  who  are  exempt  from  it 
in  some)  degreci  are  the  people  of  the  northern  pro^ 
Tincesy  and  the  Catalans  and  Valencians,  but  in  those 
proTioces  it  is  little  bettUr,  iind  the  ibode  of  pruning  or 
polling  them,  especially  the  pines,  is  ruinous  to  the 
growth  of  these  trees.  In  Biscay  they  now  cultivate  scar*^ 
cely  any  other  than  the  beech,  the  worst  and  most  nn-^ 
profitable  of  ttees,  under  whose  shade  no  vegeution 
thrives.  In  the  maritime  part  of  the  free  provinces, 
their  building  timber  is  the  miserable  pin  de  Landes, 
bought  from  the  French,  vrhich  is  valueless,  whilst 
their  mountains  would  produce  the.finest  timber. 

To  give  the  most  clear  idea  of  the  forest  vegetation, 
especially  in  the  important  bearings  of  the  successive 
elevations,  or  zones,  two  sections  will  be  given,  one 
extending  across  the  Pyrennees  to  the  V7est,  and  fol"" 
lowing  the  line  of  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  Sierra  de  Se- 
gnra,  Sierra  Nevada,  and  Serrania  de  Honda,  to  Gi- 
braltar<  The  other,  from  Valencia,  by  the  Sierra  de 
Cuenca,  the  Sierra  de  Gfuadarrama,  across  old  Castile^ 
by  the  Puerto  de  Pajares  in  the  elevated  range  of 
Asturias,  to  the  bay  of  Biscay.  These  two  lines  inter* 
sect  each  other,  and  by  filling  up  the  parts  Vfhich 
they  do  not  touch,  v^ill  give  a  general  idea  of  the  na-< 
tural  forest  system  through  the  country. 

The  northern  side  of  the  high  Pyrennees  afibrds  a 
complete  example  of  successive  zones  or  lines  of  super-* 
posed  vegetation,  which  can  be  traced  along  the  flank 
of  the  higher  range,  by  threading  the  mountains  between 
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Bagneres  de  Bigorre  and  of  Lnchon,  and  the  country 
east  and  west  of  these  places.  In  the  ascending  series, 
the  Yine,  chesnut,  and  oak  of  yarious  species,  s^re  suc- 
ceeded by  the  beech,  the  silver  fir,  and  a  few  of  the 
pinus  syWestris  or  Scotch  fir;  and  the  highest  andmost 
inclement  range  up,  to  the  limits  of  congelation,  and 
the  habitat  of  lichens  and  other  Siberian  plants,  exclu- 
sively by  the  pinus  uncineta,  the  most  interesting  tree 
of  these  regions.  In  descending,  on  the  southern  side, 
the  pinus  sylrestris  is  again  met  with  amongst  the 
uncinata,  and  considerably  lower,  another  species,  first 
described  by  Lapeyrouse,  as  the  p.  laricio,  but  in  the 
supplement  to  his  flora  of  the  range^  as  p.  Pyrenaica,  a 
name  most  improperly  applied  to  a  tree  which  scarcely 
belongs  to  it,  but  is  placed  on  its  southern  foot. 
This  species  is  first  met  with  below  the  Pena  de  Venti- 
milla,  a  magnificent  gorge,  about  three  leagues  lower 
down  than  Venasque,  in  Aragon,  and  extends  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Campo,  where  it  forms  extensive  fo^ 
rests,  covering  the  district  between  the  Cinca  and  the 
Essera,  which  are  the  main  streams  of  the  south  side  of 
the  high  Pyrennees,  and  are  fed  from  the  glaciers  of 
Mont  Perdu  and  the  Maladetta.  This  habitat  is  a  tem- 
perate and  dry  region,  at  a  moderate  elevation  above  the 
plains  of  lower  Aragon. 

This  section  must  be  understood  to  be  carried  over 
thejianks  or  sides  of  the  chain,  and  not  as  following 
the  gorges  or  sinuosities  of  the  water  courses,  which 
afford  a  regular  but  somewhat  different  succession^  in- 
cluding the  lime,  elm,  beech,  oaks,  alder,  birch, 
mountain  ash,  various  salices,  and  other  shrubs,  amongst 
which  is  the  beautiful  sambuca  racemosa,  an  elder  with 
clusters  of  bright  scarlet  berries,  like  bunches  of  grapes; 
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the  yew  and  holly,  which  are  found  in  the  beech  region 
near  Bagneres  de  Luchon,  and  the  box,  which  occprs 
in  tolerable  quantity  in  ascending  lo  Oavamie.     In  the 
high  vallies*  the  last  trees  and  shrubs  correspond  with 
those  of  the  north  of  England,  and  above  them,  where 
it  has  not  been  destroyed,  is  invariably  found  the  pinus 
uncinata.     The  once  magnificent  beech  forests  of  Ba- 
gneres de  Luchon,  the  destruction  of  which  commenced 
before   the  revolution,   and  was  deplored   by  Arthur 
Young,  no  longer  exist  but  in  the  form  of  copse,  in 
which  that  tree  is  of  no  value.     When  it  was  too  late, 
thegovernment  took  measures  to  preserve  these  valuable 
domains.     The  peasantry  then  formed  parties,  somewhat 
iu  the  manner  practised  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  went 
about  disguised  in  white  froc^Ls,  which  caused  the  absurd 
name  q£  demoiselles  to  be  given  to  them.     In  this  mode 
they  ranged  the  forests  in  bodies,  armed,  and  cutting 
down  every  tree  which  answered  their  purpose,  con- 
verted it  into  charcoal  which  was  sold  in  the  villages. 
The  government  were  at  last  obliged  to  send  troops, 
to  prevent  these  disorders,  some  of  whom  were  still 
quartered  in  a  village  of  the  beech  zone,  which  I  passed 
in  1830,  between  Yicdessos  and  Bagneres  de  Luchon. 
The  pinus  pectinata,  silver  fir,  need  not  be  decribed* 
as  it  is  so  well  known.     The  principal  forests  now  re- 
maining of  it  are  in  the  country  between  the  two  Ba- 
gneres^ in  the  Spanish  valley  of  Aran,  and  in  the  wes- 
tern Pyrennees,  where  it  ranges  on  both  sides  of  the  chain. 
The  p.  sylvestris,  which  grows  above  it,  but  now  in 
small  quantity,  is  equally  unnecessary  to  be  described. 
They  may  be  seen  ingoing  to  the  lake  of  Gaube,  where 
a  scrap  of  native  forest  yet  exists,  owing  to  its  having 
i*emained  in  possession  of  the  government.  In  it  the 
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three  species  of  pine,  some  of  them  of  grett  antiquity, 
may  be  seen  growing  together,  the  uncinata  gradually 
taking  the  higher  place.  The  upper  zone  of  this  chain 
is  formed  entirely  of  the  p.  uncinata,  which  is  a  specie^ 
hitherto  almost  unknown  or  unattended  to,  and  which 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  yaluable  trees  in  the  Euro- 
pean flora.  The  name  was  given  in  consequence  of  a 
peculiarly  hooked  form  of  the  scales,  which  is  ei^tremely 
narked,  especially  just  before  maturity.  This  character 
has  been  disputed,  but  a  Tery  little  practice  and  obser- 
yation  will  enable  any  one  to  pronounce  without  hesi- 
tation, on  seeing  the  different  colour  and  character  of 
the  tree  from  those  of  its  congen^  the  syWestris*  The 
cone  is  rougher,  and  of  a  different  and  more  rugged 
texture,  than  that  of  the  syUestris,  or  any  other  1  am 
acquainted  wiih.  An  additional  pn>of  of  the  hardiness 
of  the  tree  is  afforded  by  the  early  ripening  of  the  oones. 
1  gathered  some  in  the  valley  of  Andorre  in  July,  which 
were  full  formed^  at  a  season  when  those  ^  southern 
climates  are  yet  &r  behind  in  vegetation.  The  reason 
of  this  admirable  arrangement  is  evident.  In  these 
elevated  regions  the  season  of  vegetation  is  so  abort 
that  the  operations  of  fructification  must  be  proportio 
nably  accelerated,  to  ensure  their  completion.  Hie 
seed  from  these  cones  vegetated,  and  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  be  aware  of  this  fact,  because  the  coHecUng 
the  seed  of  this  species  is  difificult  in  many  seasons,  from 
the  early  falling  of  the  snow.  The  rule  I  followed  was 
to  select  the  cones  when  they  had  assumed  a  brown 
green,  and  cut  dry  to  the  knife.  On  opening  them  in 
this  state  the  seeds  will  be  found  qnile  formed,  in  tb^ 
state  of  a  green  almond  when  it  is  eaten.  It  is  of  the  last 
importance  that  they  should  not  be  taken  out  of  the 
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cones,  until  the  planting  season,  and  that  they  should 
be  kept  dry.  I  had  a  quantity  spoiled  by  some  wet 
mosSy  with  other  plants  being  imprudently  packed  with 
them,  in  my  absence.  The  port  and  bearing  as  well  as 
colour,  are  quite  different  from  that  ofany  other  species. 
TTic  form,  where  the  tree  is  fairly  developed,  is  round 
and  massy,  frequently  resembling  that  of  some  of  the 
deciduous  trees,  the  long  arms  sweeping  the  ground. 
The  foliage  is  longer,  and  much  more  tangled  than  that 
of  the  Scotch  fir,  and  the  green  much  more  intense* 
It  is  so  dark,  that  the  Spanish  woodmen  distinguish  it 
by  the  name  of  pino  negro,  the  two  yarieties  of  the 
sylvestris  being  called  bianco  and  roxo.  The  growth, 
as  far  as  I  could  judge,  appeared  to  be  about  the  same 
or  of  rather  greater  rapidity  than  that  of  the  Scotch  fir. 
The  wood  is  highly  resinous,  so  much  so  that  it  serves 
for  torches,  and  it  is  reputed  in  the  Pyrennees  to  be  of 
very  great  duration.  A  peculiar  quaUty,  which,  if  it 
succeed  in  other  respects,  will  make  it  invaluable  in 
some  parts  of  England,  is  that  of  resisting  the  wind. 
From  some  cause  not  explained,  but  which  proceeds,  in 
all  probability,  from  the  operations  of  nature  in  res- 
toring the  equilibrium  of  temperature  between  the 
Siberian  regions  of  the  high  Pyrennees  with  that  of  the 
comparatively  burning  plains  below;  it  may  be  connected 
probably  also,  with  the  arrangement  which  has  made 
the  puertos  or  passes  of  this  chain  the  highest  in  Eu- 
rope ;  they  reach  nine  and  even  ten  thousand  feet,  the 
highest  peaks  being  a  very  little  more  elevated  than  the 
ridges  which  unite  them.  Whatever  be  the  cause,  the 
wind  in  those  upper  regions  rages  with  a  violence  and 
constancy,  unknown  elsewhere,  even  in  the  Alps,  where 
the  same  phenomena  might  be  supposed  to  e  st.     There 
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are  barrancos  in  the  district  of  the  Maledetta  *  j  where, 
according  to  the  figurative  expressions  of  the  Spanish 
peasantry,  it  blows  every  day  in  the  year.  In  these 
inclement  regions^  where  1  have  observed  the  tree  in 
every  form  and  situation,  1  never  saw  an  instance  where 
the  wind  appeared  to  affect  it,  nor  where  it  showed  a 
weather  side,  ^t  the  upper  limits  of  its  habitat, 
where  it  is  compelled  to  yield  to  the  law  of  nature,  and 
lower  its  **•  diminished  head'',  the  same  rule  is  obser- 
ved, and  instead  of  the  stunted  and  starveling  appea- 
rance of  the  rest  of  the  tribe  in  similar  situations,  it 
assumes  the  shape  of  a  furze  bush,  presenting  an  impe- 
netrable and  bristling  front  of  dark  spiculae  on  every 
side,  the  stem  or  branches  being  quite  undiscoverable. 
This  is  the  species  to  which  the  name  of  pyrenaica 
ought  to  have  been  given,  it  being,  as  far  as  observa- 
tions have  yet  been  made^  peculiar  to  that  chain.  It 
may  be  expected  to  form  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
forest  trees,  and  it  is  singular  that  it  should  have  hi- 
therto been  nearly  unnoticed.  It  is  mentioned  in 
Sweet*s  catalogue  as  introduced  in  1820,  but  in  the  bo- 
tanical garden  at  Glass  Nevin,  near  Dublin,  is  an  in- 
dividual of  much  longer  standing.  I  have  not  seen  that 
tree  since  I  visited  the  Pyrennees,  but  I  have  little 
doubt,  from  the  recollection  of  it,  that  it  is  the  right 
sort.  I  could  obtain  no  certain  information  of  its  his- 
tory ;  most  probably  it  came  from  Paris. 

The  principal  remains  of  this  pine  on  the  French  side 
of  the  Pyrennees,  are  at  the  lake  of  Gaube  and  at  the 
Cirque  de  Gavamie.  A  few  remain  at  the  Port  de  Be- 
nasque,  and  at  the  Lac  d'Oo,  and  there  are  some  scraps 

*  The  highest  peak  of  the  PyreniiMs,  in  Aragon. 
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on  the  Arriege.  The  noble  forests  which  once  clothed 
these  mountains  have  disappeared  by  the  ignorant  bar- 
barity of  the  peasantry,  who  have  extirpated  them,  and 
the  yaluabie  iron  mines  of  V icdessos,  on  the  Arriege,  are 
dependent  on  the  republicans  of  Andorre,  who  have  been 
more  provident,  for  the  greater  part  of  their  fuel;  which 
is  transported  across  the  range  by  roads  scarcely  practi- 
cable, over  which  I  had  great  difBculty  to  lead  a  horse. 
The  native  forests  of  this  noble  species,  must  now  be 
sought  for  on  the  southern  side  of  the  range.  On  the 
cast  of  Benasque  there  is  an  extensive  Hue  covered  with 
it,  and  nearer  to  Mont  Perdu,  another,  which  is  nearly 
inaccessible,  below  the  sources  of  the  Cinca. 

A  contract  was  made  some  years  since  by  a  French 
company,  who  purchased  it,  and  undertook  to  bring  the 
timber  down  by  the  valley  between  Bigorre  and  Luchon, 
but  after  a  considerable  expence  had  been  incurred  in 
making  roads,  the  Spanish  government  refused  to  ratify 
the  bargain,  and  the  forest  is  still  standing. 

These  Spanish  forests  are  likely  to  remain,  as  there 
are  no  roads  for  transport  on  that  side,  and  no  demand, 
excepting  for  a  scanty  supply  of  charcoal,  which  is  made 
in  a  destructive  and  wasteful  mode,  but  fortunately  they 
are  obliged,  for  their  own  convenience,  to  select  the 
old  trees,  and  the  younger  ones  are  left  to  supply  their 
place. 

The  republic  of  Andorre  occupies  a  wild  and  Alpine 
valley  opposite  to  that  of  the  Arriege,  the  waters  falling 
to  the  side  of  Catalonia,  and  joining  those  of  the  Segre. 
The  lofty  ranges  which  bound  this  valley,  are  clothed 
with  imcinata,  and  alone  in  the  Pyrennees  it  resembles 
those  of  Switzerland,  the  lower  part  being  covered 
with  walnuls  and  other  deciduous  trees^  and  the  upper 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


2>4  SKETCHES  Uf  SPAIN. 

parts  with  continuous  uiftases  of  dark  pine  of  this  species. 

The  Rhododendron  ferrugineum,  grows  in  the  ysUey 
in  prodigious  quantities,  attesting  its  elerated  situation, 
and  in  the  high  pastures,  above  the  trees,  is  the  habitat 
of  the  beautiful  gentiana  pyrenaica,  and  other  rare 
plants.  These  are  the  sites  where  this  species  is  now 
found,  and  I  conceive  it  has  never  been  much  extended 
beyond  the  Arriege  to  the  east,  and  the  Lac  de  Gaube  and 
its  district  to  the  west,  being  replaced  by  the  silver  and 
Scotch  fir  as  the  chain  respectively  declines  in  height  to 
ito  flanks.  It  is  found  both  on  the  primary  and  secon- 
dary formations,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  difference 
in  its  growth,  in  these  different  soils. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  p.  pyrenaica  of  Lapeyrouse, 
which  grows  at  the  foot  of  the  chain,  immediately  op* 
posite  the  highest  range,  and  at  an  elevation  probably 
from  two  to  four  thousand  feet.  Lapeyrouse  had  nevor 
seen  these  trees,  but  described  them,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, from  the  reports  of  others,  who  brought  the 
cones  and  branches  to  him,  consequently  the  original 
description  in  the  work  is  quite  erroneous.  That  in 
the  supplement  is  however,  extremely  accurate  *.  The 
foliage  is  of  a  light  grass  green,  quite  unlike  any  other 
European  species.  The  spicute  are  very  long,  and  of 
free  growth.  The  tree  is  of  elegant  and  noble  form, 
and  ^more  resembles  those  of  southern  climates  than 
most  of  the  European  sorts.  The  cones  are  of  a  light 
reddish  green^  and  the  seed  is  inclosed  in  a  thin  shell. 
The  wood  is  not  bad,  but  is  of  much  inferior  value  to 


*  I  b«lMve  If.  UpejTovM  w*»  todttbtod  for  hi*  iafomuUoB,  rcipcctiiif  Uik  tf«a. 
and  many  pUnb  of  Ibe  soalhtm  nde  of  Uit  Pjrenneef ,  to  U,  Paul  Boileao,  now 
mtirt  of  Bagnercs  da  Luchon. 
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ibe  other  kinds  which  grow  above  it.  I  yisited  the 
place  where  these  trees  commence  to  appear,  in  the 
autumn  of  1829,  and  procured  some  cones,  as  well  as 
some  from  the  trees  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Lapeyrouse, 
near  Toulouse,  now  in  possession  of  his  son,  to  whom 
I  was  indebted  for  them,  where  the  trees  planted  about 
thirty  years  since  are  now  of  large  size.  On  observing 
the  real  habitat  of  this  tree,  the  impropriety  of  the  name 
is  evident,  but  subsequent  observations  vill  shew  that  it 
has  a  much  wider  range,  and  ought  to  have  a  different  de- 
nomination. There  are  other  species  mentioned  in  the 
list  of  Lapeyrouse,  but  in  the  various  tours  I  made  in 
the  Pyrennees,  I  never  met  with  any  other  than  the 
three  species  above  mentioned.  The  p.  pumila,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  only  the  stunted  uncinata,  at  a  great  eleva- 
tion. Neither  the  spruce  nor  larch,  p.  abies,  and  larix 
Europea,  exist  in  the  Pyrennees,  nor,  I  firmly  believe, 
in  any  part  of  Spain.  A  contrary  opinion  is  held  in  the 
country  respecting  the  larch,  but  after  much  inquiry  and 
observation,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  real  larch  nei- 
ther exists,  nor  has  existed  in  Spain.  The  word  alerce 
certainly  would  appear  to  be  connected  with  larix,  but 
even  if  the  Arab  derivation,  mentioned  as  traced  by 
Mr.  Drummond  in  the  account  of  Cordova  were  incor* 
rect,  vhich  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose,  words  do  not 
prove  the  existence  or  identity  of  species.  The  practice 
of  Spain  alone,  where  the  same  words  are  applied  to  dif- 
ferent trees,  in  almost  every  province,  would  prove 
the  fallacy  of  depending  on  etymology  to  solve  questions 
of  natural  history. 

The  oaks  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pyrennees  are  the 
robur,ofboth  kinds;  thetosa,  or  tauzinand  its  variety,  the 
pubescens;  the  curious  variety,  the  fastigiata  or  cypress 
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oak,  which  is  found  in  the  route  to  Gavamie,  and  another 
yariety  of  which  I  am  ignorant  of  the  name,  the  acorns 
haying  failed.  It  has  peculiarly  large  buds  and  shoots, 
and  an  ill  shapen  leaf,  and  grows  also  in  Asturias.  Below 
towards  Bayonne,  and  I  belieye  on  the  opposite  flank, 
in  Languedoc  and  Roussillon,  the  q.  suber,  cork  tree, 
abounds,  but  no  eyergreen  oak  is  seen  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  high  Pyrennees.  On  the  Spanish  side,  high 
up,  in  the  Pefia  de  Yentimilla,  and  at  the  yillage  of  An- 
dorre,  are  found  the  first  eyergreen  oaks.  In  Aragon 
they  are  termed  the  Alcina,  and  are  of  the  species  which 
will  be  more  particularly  described  hereafter  as  the 
Spanish  oak.  The  elm  described  by  Lapeyrouse  as  a 
yariety  of  montana,  under  the  name  of  M.  Pyrenaica, 
is  it  be  a  variety,  grows  on  the  Malvern  hilb,  where  are 
two  salices  which  are  abo  common  in  the  Pyrennees. 


FORF.ST    SECTION    ACROSS    THE    HIGH    PYRENNEES. 


N.  North  side. 

L.  Plain  of  Langnedoce. 

a  Lower  region,  o«k  checnal,  lime  etc 

h  Beech,  and  Yew,  HoUy,  Cider,  etc. 

e  Silver  fir  and  Scotch  Pine. 

d,  Pinns  Uncinata. 

8.  South  side. 


d.  Pinw  Undnata. 

«.  Scotch  Pine. 

f.  P.  Pyrenaica   of  Lapeyrooie,  «ip- 

posed  to  be  identical  with  P.  Bi»- 

panica  of  S.  Segnra. 
^.  P.  Ualepensis. 
Jf.  Mediterranean. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIW.  157 


SIERRA    l)B   CfJ£^'CA< 


The  section  is  now  carried  across  the  Ebro,  and  the 
treeless  plains  of  Aragon,  to  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca.  The  * 
lower  zone  of  that  range,  on  the  south  side,  is  the  p. 
halepensisy  above  which,  and  mingled  with  it,  but  now 
nearly  extinct^  is  found  the  p.  pinaster,  and  above  that, 
occupying  the  highest  part  of  the  range,  I  found  the 
sylyestris.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  tliat  there  is 
no  species  at  a  higher  level  than  this,  which  supplies  Ma- 
drid with  building  timber,  floated  down  by  the  Tagus  to 
Aranjuez.  This  species  is  named  by  the  woodmen  alvar, 
and  I  saw  it  in  the  Yal  de  Cabras,  about  three  leagues 
from  the  city  of  Cueuca,  the  whole  intervening  pines, 
on  the  route  from  the  city,  being  now  exclusively  the 
halepensis.  Travelling  to  the  west  from  this,  we  again 
cross  the  plains  of  La  Mancha,  and  reach  the  Sierra  de 
Segura,  which  is  described  in  a  visit  to  it.  The  upper 
zone  of  this  vast  district  is  covered  by  a  tree,  undescribed 
by  any  Spanish  author  or  other  to  my  knowledge,  unless 
it  be  the  same  as  thai  noticed  by  Roxas  de  San  Clemente, 
as  growing  on  the  Sierra  de  Baza,  which  is  a  detached 
fragment'  of  this  range,  at  its  southern  end,  and  called 
by  him  pinaster  Hispanicus. 

The  description  of  this  tree  is  so  exactly  identical  with 
that  of  Aragon,  that  I  am  quite  convinced  they  are  the 
same,  and  they  grow  at  similar  elevations.  The  cones  of 
both  these  species  are  now  in  England,  and  as  they 
have  vegetated  at  the  garden  of  the  horticultural  society, 
and  in  other  places,  it  will  be  known  certainly  whether 
they  be  identical,  of  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt, 
&om  ample  examination  and  opportunity  of  judging. 
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The  height  of  range  of  this  species^  in  the  localities 
mentioned,  may  be  taken  at  from  two  to  four  thousand 
feet,  and  in  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  somewhat  more.  One 
p^cnliarity  is  to  be  observed  in  the  cones  of  this  species. 
A  quantity  I  brought  from  the  spot  were  packed  amongst 
geological  specimens,  and  opened  at  Somerset  housCi 
during  ihe  h^at  of  summer,  when  a  delicious  perfume,  a 
perfect  **  Saboean  odour"  eihaled  from  them,  but  was 
quickly  lost  in  the  gases  of  an  atmosphere  very  unlike 
that  of  its  native  Sierra. 

From  a  variety  of  concurrent  and  cross  testimony,  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  same  species  exists  in 
the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,in  that  part  of  it  to  the  south,  where 
are  the  sources  of  the  Gabriel,  the  chief  subsidiary  of  the 
Xttcar.  This  district  is  called  the  Marquesado  de  Moya^ 
and  the  timber  of  it  is  floated  down  to  Valencia,  where  it 
ia  known  in  the  timber  yards,  by  the  name  of  pino 
bianco.  As  the  species  is  peculiar  to  the  country,  and  is 
thus  widely  spread,  it  ought  to  be  denominated  p.  Hispa- 
nioa.  The  tree  would  be  a  noble  addition  to  our  park 
or  ornamental  kinds,  from  the  differences  of  its  foliage 
from  the  common  kinds,  and  the  beauty  of  the  form. 
It  is  essential  to  observe  that  its  native  habiuts  are  en- 
tirely on  limestone.  The  timber  cannot  be  called  ^ood^. 
but  is  of  middling  quality,  probably  a  little  better  than 
that  of  the  silver  fir^  It  is  white  and  dry,  without  much 
turpentine,  and  by  the  navy  was  used  for  decks,  and 
similar  purposes.  The  lower  zone  of  the  Sierra  de  Se« 
gura  is  of  halepensis.  There  is  said  to  be  p.  pinea,  but 
it  never  occurred  in  the  wide  range  I  took  through  those 
forests.  This  forest  supplies  the  building  timber  of 
Granada,  at  least  the  best  quality,  the  forests  of  pinea 
which  probably  supplied  the  Moors  being  now  extinct.^ 
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South  of  ih<&  Sierra  de  Segura  is  the  Sierra  Nevada,  on 
the  north  side  of  which  are  now  no  pine  forests  or  even 
remains  of  them.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Loxa  are 
remnants  of  halepensb,  which  supply  their  scanty  stock 
of  fuel.  On  the  southern  side,  the  forest  of  Macael, 
which  is  in  an  elevated  situation  of  the  Sierra  de  Fila- 
bresy  is  of  halepensis.  The  woodwork  of  the  Aihambra 
appeared  to  me  to  be  of  the  p.  pinea  or  stone  pine,  and 
I  have  DO  doubt  forests  of  it  existed  in  time  of  the 
Moors.  It  is  still  called)  in  that  district,  pino  real,  pro* 
bably  from  the  use  made  of  the  wood.  Pinos  del  Rey,  and 
Pinos  del  Yalle,  villages  in  sites  no  doubt  named  from 
local  causes,  are  now  without  them,  as  is  Pinos  del 
Puente,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Vega. 

The  Serrania  de  Ronda  terminates  the  southern  section 
of  the  forests.  In  the  barrancos  and  river  courses  is 
p.  pinaster,  which  is  used  at  Marbella  for  smelting  the 
iron  ore.  Mixed  with  it,  but  lower  down  is  halepensis, 
and  to  the  western  side,  I  believe,  the  pinea.  High  up, 
on  the  most  elevated  ridges  of  the  Serrania,  is  a  species 
I  have  not  been  able  to  classify,  and  know  only  by  the 
vague  descriptions  of  the  natives,  obtained  too  late  to 
enable  n>e  to  visist  the  place.  '  It  grows  on  St.-Cristobal, 
and  the  Sierra  de  la  Nieve,  and  is  not  improbably,  from 
the  description,  p.  sylvestris. 

SECTION 

ACROSS   THB   CASTILES,    tSTWEEN    VALENCIA    AND   6IJ0N. 

The  p.  halepensis  is  found  on  the  sands  of  the  Albu- 
fera  to   the  very  brink   of    the  Mediterranean,  and 
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extends  probably  uninterruptedly  across  tlie  Sierra  de 
Cuenca,  in  following  ibe  course  of  the  Xucar.  Above  it, 
on  the  southern  verge  of  the  Sierra,  1  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  is  the  p.  Hispanica,  as  before  stated,  and  on 
the  north  side,  are  the  p.  pinaster,  and  sylvestris.  The 
Alcarria,  and  district  near  the  junction  of  the  Tagus  with 
its  great  western  branch  the  Guadiela,  where  there  is  a 
considerable  mass  of  pine,  has  to  my  knowledge  no  other 
species  than  the  halepensis.  This  locality,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Sacedon,  is,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  the 
northern  limit  of  this  species,  as  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca  is 
the  southern  limit,  certainly  in  Europe,  of  the  syl*' 
vestris* 

Reaching  the  foot  of  the  Guadarrama,  which  is  in  th<5 
line  of  section,  the  p.  pinaster  is  seen,  forming  the  lower 
zone,  but  has  nearly  disappeared,  and  above  it  is  a  vast 
mass  of  sylvestris,  which  forms  the  noble  forest  of  St.- 
Ildefonso,  and  no  doubt  the  same  order  prevails  in  those 
of  the  Tietar,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Talavera  and  in 
the  same  range;  where  pitch  and  tar  are  made  in  consi* 
derable  quantities^ 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  same  order  exactly,  pre- 
vails on  the  opposite  at  sides  of  the  plain  of  New  Castile, 
in  ascending  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca  and  Guadarrama. 
After  crossing  this  central  range,  the  scanty  remains  of 
forest  in  old  Castile,  between  the  Guadarrama  and  Valla- 
dolid,  are  of  the  pinea,  according  to  information  I  have 
received.  In  approaching  the  chain  which  divides  Leon 
from  Asturias,  the  oak,  q.  prasina?  is  topped  by  the 
beech,  which  is  at  the  Puerto  of  Pajares,  on  the  road  to 
Oviedo,  and  below  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  range,  are 
other  oaks,  elms,  and  chesnuts  to  the  sea.  I  could  not 
ascertain  that  any  pines  exist  in  the  elevated  range  of 
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Asturias,  the  beech  occupying,  as  in  the  Abruzzi^  the 
highest  level.  The  p.  pectinala,  which  is  next  in  the 
series,  does  not  appear  until  you  reach  the  western 
Pyrennees. 

The  districts  not  included  in  these  sections  are,  Ca- 
talonia,  in  which,  from  the  coast  as  far  as  my  observa* 
tion  has  extended,  there  is  only  the  halepensis,  which 
is  in  large  quantities,  every  hamlet  and  village  having 
a  proportion,  which  would  be  much  more  valuable,  but 
from  the  barbarous  practice  of  polling,  or  cutting  off  the 
branches,  so  fatal  to  the  Gr  tribe,  and  which  comple- 
tely defeats  the  purpose  meant  to  be  obtained  by  it,  of 
procuring  a  larger  quantity  of  timber  on  a  given  extent 
of  ground.  There  are  said  to  be  three  kinds  of  pine  on 
Monserrat,  but  they  escaped  my  observation,  the  more 
easily,  as  it  is  impossible,  in  the  manner  the  trees  are 
cut,  to  distinguish  a  species  from  individuals  with  only 
a  small  bunch  of  branches  at  the  top  of  a  trunk  twenty 
or  thirty  feet  high.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  p. 
Hispanica  may  be  found  in  the  upper  region  of  the 
mountain,  and  a  desideratum  in  this  part  would  be  to 
follow  the  line  from  the  coast  to  the  forests  of  p.  His- 
panica on  the  Essera  to  ascertain,  which  I  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  doing,  whether  there  be  a  species 
or  more  interposed  between  the  halepensis  and  Hispani- 
ca, in  ascending  from  the  coast  level. 

In  the  Pyrennees,  on  the  confines  of  Aragon  and  Na- 
'^arre,  and  on  the  river  which  gives  the  name  to  the 
former  kingdom,  is  a  valley  named  Roncal,  which  pro- 
duces the  timber  used  at  Zaragoza,  and  which  they 
assured  me  vras  of  excellent  quality.  I  could  obtain  no 
certain  information  about  the  species  of  the  tree,  which 
is  most  probably  either  uncinata  or  sylvestris,  most 
2  iG 
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likely  the  latter.  The  adjoining  country,  to  the  west, 
the  Eoncesyalles  district,  is  clothed  with  the  pectinata, 
like  the  opposite  side  of  the  French  Pyrennees.  Along 
the  whole  coast  of  the  Tierra  Caliente  as  far  as  the 
Serrania  de  Ronda,  I  believe  no  other  species  to  exist 
than  the  halepensis.  On  the  western  coast  of  Andalusia 
are  halepensis  and  pinea.  The  latter  forms  a  forest, 
through  which  the  old  road  passes  from  Utrerato  Seville^ 
which  is  still  followed  by  horsemen  and  muleteers.  In 
the  Sierra  Morena,  I  saw  no  native  pines,  but  I  believe 
the  species  which  properly  represents  that  region,  and 
which  is  found  cultivated,  is  the  pinea,  which  probably 
extends  into  the  southern  provinces  of  Portugal.  In 
lower  Estremadura  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  pinares 
or  pine  forests. 
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The  respective  lines  of  vegetation  of  the  pine  as  to 
ahitude,  estabh'shed  by  these  observations,  give,  in  the 
ascending  series,  halepensis,  Hispanica,  pinaster,  pinea 
(in  old  Castile ),  pectinata,  sylvestris.and  undnata.  The 
pinea  also  occupies  a  much  lower  range  in  the  flat  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  where  it  is  equal  with  the  halepensis^ 
thus  varying  its  native  habitats  considerably.  The 
value  for  economical  purposes  is  nearly  in  the  ratio  of 
the  ascent,  the  order  increasing  being,  halepensis,  pinas- 
ter, pinea,  Hispanica,  pectinata,  sylvestris,  and  unci- 
nata. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  in  naming  these 
species,  the  only  certain  mode  of  distinction  has  been 
followed,  which  is  that  founded  on  the  fruit  or  cones ; 
the  other  characters  of  colour,  of  length  of  spicula,  and 
other  arti6cial  methods,  only  tend  to  mislead,  and  even 
to  the  experienced  eye,  should  be  viewed  with  extreme 
caution.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  accurate  informa- 
tion is  so  great  as  to  be  nearly  insurmountable.  The 
subject  has  been  little  attended  to,  scarcely  at  all,  and 
the  observations  even  of  the  translator  of  Linnoeus  in 
the  imperfect  state  of  knowledge  of  that  period,  in  this 
department,  only  mislead. 

It  is  far  from  being  meant  to  be  asserted,  that  the 
species  in  this  vast  country  are  confined  to  those  in  this 
list ;  it  is  possible  more  may  exist,  but  they  require 
examination  and  proof,  and  more  than  the  idea  held  by 
many  people  in  Spain,  that  every  thing  and  every  species 
is  to  be  found  on  their  soil. 

In  examining  the  forests,  care  must  be  taken  not  to 
be  misled  by  local  names,  which  ure  exceedingly  varied 
in  the  different  provinces,  and  often  do  not  apply  to 
species  at  all.     In  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  for  instance, 
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they  have  a  term  applied  lo  a  tree  in  a  particular  state 
of  foliage,  and  of  stunted  form,  or  what  the  French  call 
**  rabougri "  in  distinction  from  a  sound  and  well  growing 
tree. 

ON    THE   OAKS. 

The  evergreen  oak  is  one  of  the  leading  vegetable 
features  of  nearly  all  Spain.     The  native  woods  of  Ara- 
gon,  of  the  greater  part  of  Catalonia,  of  the  Castiles, 
Estremadura,  Ajidalusia,  Valencia  andMurcia,areform« 
ed  in  a  great  measure  of  a  species   which  has  been 
little  noticed^  and  has  acquired  an  unfortunate  appella- 
tion, that  of  Gramuntia,  from  having  been  observed  in 
a  remnant  of  a  wood  near  Montpelier,  which  is  a  kin- 
dred soil  and  climate  to  the  middle  and  southern  regions 
of  Spain.     This  species  is  quite  distinct  from  the  q. 
ilex,  its  nearest  congener.     The  leaves  are  thicker,  more 
rounded   at   the    point,    of  a    dull    glaucous    green, 
and    the  tree  altogether  of  a  more  compact  and  less 
graceful  form,  than  the   Italian  ilex.     The  great  and 
essential  difference  howewer  consists  in  the  acorns,  which 
are  edible,  and  when  in  perfection,  are  as  good  or  su- 
perior to  a  chesnut.     To  give  this  sweetness  they  must 
be  kept;  as  at  first  they  have  a  considerable  taste  of  the 
tannin,  like  the  other  species,   which  disappears  in   a 
few  days,  and  accounts  for  the  scepticism  of  some  writers, 
who  assert  that  both  sweet  and  bitter  are  the  produce 
of  the  same  tree,  and  that  their  sv^eetness  is  no  cha- 
racter.    These  are  the  edible  acorns  of  the   ancients, 
which  they  believed  fattened  the  tunny  fish,  on  their 
passage  from  the  Ocean  to  the  Mediterranean;  a  fable 
only  proving  that  they  grew  on  the  delicious  shores  and 
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rocks  of  Andalusia,  which  unhappily  is  no  longer  the 
case.     Remains  of  them  may  however  still  be  traced  in 
the  west,  and  they  produced  the  celebrated  salted  meats 
of  Malaga,  and  that  vicinity.     These  are  the  bellotas, 
which  Teresa,  the  wife  of  Sancho,  gathered  herself  in 
La  Mancha,  where  they  grow  in  the  greatest  perfection, 
and  sent  to  the  Duchess,  wishing,  instead  of  their  being 
only  the  best  of  their  kind,  they  were  the  size  of  ostrich 
eggs,     I  have  frequently  seen  them  produced  by  indivi* 
duals  and  offered  to  the  company,  as  bonbons  are  in 
some  countries,  with  a  sort  of  apology  for  their  small 
intrinsic  value,  from  their  size  and  flavour.     This  species 
is  beyond  question  very  hardy,  I  believe  even  more  so 
than  the  ilex  of  Italy.     It  ascends  the  sides  of  the  Sierras, 
in  the  inclement  region  of  the  centre  of  Castile,  and 
in  Aragon  is  seen  within  the  limits  of  the  pinus  sylvestris 
and  uncinata,  as  also  in  the  cold  and  wintry  valley  of 
Andorre.    The  widest  forests  of  it  are  now  in  Estrema- 
dura,  where  the  best  sausages,  and  other  salted  meats 
are  made  from  tlie  vast  herds  of  swine  which  are  bred 
in  them*.     This  species  ought  to  be   denominated  q. 
Hispanica,  instead  of  a  weak  and  obscure  name  from  a 
wood,  which  I  have  heard  bo  longer  exists,  where  the 
tree  may  possibly  not  have  been  a  native,  although  the 
climate  and  soil  of  lower  Languedoc  very  much  resem- 
ble that  of  the  two  regions  of  Spain,  to  which  this  tree 
is  confined. 

The  genuine  q.  ilex  grows  in  the  first  or  humid  re- 
gion, and  alone  would  serve  to  indicate  the  difference 
of  dimate  of  that  part  of  the  Pemnaula.     It    may  be 


*  This  ipcctes  uml  mom  otbe»,  both  piacs  uad  oAb^  ib«j  Im  Men  «l  lUlrolsis 
nonery,  Kenungion,  vbere  ibe  (ore&t  trees  are  more  allended  to  than  is  usual  in 
those  establishments. 
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seen  io  the  neighbourhood  of  Bilbao,  Saniander,  and 
in  AsturiaSy  where  no  doubt  it  was  once  much  more 
abundant.  The  quercus  Hispanica  is  not  found  in  that 
division,  but  appears  the  instant  you  cross  the  boun- 
daries assigned  to  it,  nor  is  the  q.  ilex  found  in  either 
of  the  other  two.  The  habitats  would  indicate  a  dry 
climate  as  best  suited  to  this  valuable  species. 

A  beautiful  species  was  observed  by  Cavanilles,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  and  named  by 
him  q.  Yalentina.  A  good  plate  is  given  in  the  Icones 
plantarum,  which  is  unfortunately  the  only  tree  he  has 
figured.  He  mentions  it  having  the  valuable  property 
of  ripening  the  acorns  a  month  sooner  than  the  other 
species.  They  are  however  bitter  and  fit  only  for  ani- 
mals. This  species  is  not  far  spread.  The  district  it 
was  observed  is  in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  but  1  saw  the 
branches  of  it  in  a  corral  in  La  M ancha  near  Valdepenas, 
where  it  had  been  brought  from  the  adjoining  hills  for 
fuel.  This  is  a  much  colder  country,  and  quite  within 
^he middle  region^  I  believe  it  to  be  identical  with  the 
quercus  ballotta  of  the  catalogues,  which  is  stated  to  be 
a  native  of  Barbary,  and  has  no  doubt  been  named  by 
some  misapplication  of  the  Spanish  term  bellotas^  which 
means  acorns  generally.  These  evergreen  oaks  are  term- 
ed in  the  country,  encinas,  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  robles  or  deciduous  oaks,  and  the  cork  trees,  which 
have  the  specific  name  of  alcornoque. 

This  last  species  is  spread  through  the  Tierra  Caliente 
in  all  its  extent,  but  is  most  abundant  in  Catalonia  and 
Valencia,  whence  tlie  principal  exports  have  been  made. 
The  forests  of  lower  Andalusia  are  proceeding  rapidly  to 
extinction.  A  contract  has  lately  been  made  for  the 
extraction  of  a  quantity  of  the  finest  bark  from  the  Sierra 
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Morena,  in  the  neighbourhood  ofSeyille^  where  it  has 
hitherto  been  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  money 
resulting  From  this  bargain,  I  have  understood,  was  ap- 
plied to  building  the  new  theatre  at  Madrid,  but  to  show 
the  manner  in  which  business  is  conducted  in  these  jobs; 
the  contractors  were  compelled  to  take  the  inner  bark  as 
well  as  the  outer^  which  forms  the  cork.  This  inner 
rind  is  only  fit  for  tanning,  and  was  an  incumbrance  to 
the  parties,  who  had  no  demand  for  it^  and  were  obli- 
ged  to  go  abroad  to  seek  for  purchasers.  The  evil  is,  « 
that  the  stripping  it  kills  the  tree,  so  that  this  contract, 
for  the  sake  of  a  paltry,  temporary  gain,  will  be  the 
cause  of  a  national  loss  of  a  prodigious  number  of  va- 
luable trees.  The  form  of  this  tree  is  much  more  beau* 
tiful  than  that  of  the  encina,  as  it  grows  with  more 
freedom,  and,  in  the  districts  suited  to  it,  attains  a  great 
height.  It  is  little  seen  in  the  middle  region^  excepting 
in  Estremadura,  and  in  a  wood  near  Talavera  de  la  Reyna, 
where  1  believe  it  is  mixed  with  the  encina.  I  cannot 
positively  assert  it  to  be  so,  having  passed  it  rapidly,  but 
if  it  be,  this  is  its  northern  limit. 

A  noble  species  is  associated  with  the  suber,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gibraltar,  where  I  met  with  it  in 
ascending  through  a  forest  to  the  left  of  the  common 
route  to  Cadiz,  above  Los  Barrios.  We  were  compelled 
to  quit  the  road  on  account  of  the  floods,  which  made 
the  regular  line  impassable,  and  to  scramble  up  amidst 
masses  of  sandstone,  where  it  was  growing  with  the 
suber,  and  rhododendrons,  and  other  beautiful  plants. 
This  species,  one  of  the  finest  of  the  European  trees,  and 
which  has  not  yet  found  its  way  into  our  nurseries,  was 
pronounced  by  M.  Lindlcy  to  be  the  quercus  Australis 
of  Link.     The  leaf  is  very  large  and  ovate,  with  small 
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indentures.  The  acorns  might  be  easily  procured,  in 
October,  or  the  beginning  of  NoTember,  from  Gibraltar, 
where  the  species  could  be  preserved,  and  gradually  re- 
moved to  a  more  northern  climate.  The  quercus  cocci- 
fera,  or  kermes  oak,  is  found  in  vast  quantities  in  the 
southern  division,  and  as  far  north  as  near  the  central 
line  of  Spain,  but  I  think  it  does  not  pass  theGuadarrama 
range.  There  are  said  to  be  two  kinds,  but  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  spray  or  young  shoots  of  other  spe- 
cies, which  sometimes  resemble  it,  may  have  caused  this 
idea. 


DECIDUOUS    OAKS. 

The  uplands  of  Castile,  the  Alcarria,  and  Guadalaxara 
districts,  the  neighbourhood  of  Leon  and  of  Yalladolid, 
at  a  corresponding  elevation  with  that  of  the  encina, 
offer  an  oak,  thought  by  M.  Lindley  to  be  the  q.  pra- 
sina,  of  Bosc,  but  there  is  not  an  absolute  certainly  of  it, 
and  I  never  crossed  any  of  these  districts  in  the  fruit 
season.  Another  species,  somewhat  similar  in  appea- 
rance, if  it  be  not  the  lusitanica,  grows  on  the  flanks  of 
the  Sierra  de  Segura  with  the  encina.  At  a  parallel  above 
these,  on  the  Somosierra,  at  St.-Ildefonso,  and  on  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  in  ascending  to  the  Barranco  de  San 
Juan,  where  it  forms  the  upper  zone  of  forest,  above  the 
encina,  is  seen  the  quercus  tosa  or  tauzin,  or  its  variety 
of  pubescens. 

In  the  Sierra  de  Morena,  is  found  the  quercus  egilops*, 


*  I  am  tndobted  for  ibis  infonnation  to  the  padre  Manos,  of  the  Regios  professor  of 
^tonj  at  Cordova,  who  was  omitted  to  be  menlionned  in  the  list  of  botanists  for  the 
Sicrra-Morcna 
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but  it  is  rare^  owing  to  a  prejudice  of  the  peasaDtry  that 
it  causes  abortion  in  the  brood  mares. 

The  quercus  robur  is  the  most  abundant,  and  ahnost 
the  only  species  in  the  whole  of  the  northern  district,  or 
first  region,  such  parts  at  least  as  I  yisited.  It  extends 
through  Navarre,  Guipuscoa,  Biscay,  maritime  Castile, 
and  Asturias,  but  I  never  saw  it  in  the  middle  region, 
where  it  is  immediately  replaced  by  the  other  kinds 
above  mentioned.  The  oaks  in  the  park  or  outer  grounds 
of  Aranjuez,  are  of  this  species,  but  they  have  evidently 
been  planted,  and  whether  from  the  soil  not  suiting 
them,  or  from  over  irrigation,  are  bad  specimens  of  it. 
By  a  singular  prejudice  which  we  may  well  pardon,  the 
oak  for  the  sculpture  of  the  cathedral  of  Pamplona,  was 
brought  from  England,  as  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of 
that  place,  whilst  it  is  the  common  species  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  other  kinds  in  the  northern  region,  are,  the  tosa 
and  pubescent,  rarely ;  and  the  var  ie  ty ,  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  name,  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  Pyren* 
nees.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  species  of  deciduous  oaks 
which  grow  in  Catalonia,  where  there  is  a  considerable 
quantity,  having  been  in  that  country  in  a  backward 
spring,  before  the  leaves  were  sufficiently  developed. 
There  is  also  beech,  which  is  exported,  but  I  am  notac-, 
quainted  with  the  locality. 

In  an  economical  view,  there  is  a  lamentaMe  defi- 
ciency in  this  catalogue.  In  the  whole  of  the  species 
enumerated  in  the  southern  and  middle  jnegions^  it  is 
doubtful  if  there  be  a  single  one  which  produoes  good 
timber.  The  best  is  the  encina,  which  is  heavy,  and  unfit 
for  most  uses,  and  is  now  unfortunately  the  only  fire- 
wood in  most  parts   of  Castile,  which  is  hourly  dimi- 
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nishing  the  scanty  stock  that  yet  remains.  The  mode 
of  catlings  increases  the  eyiU  the  practice  of  the  peasantry 
almost  invariably  being  to  level  the  whole  tract  which 
they  attack.  The  consequence  is  that  there  is  a  tolerably 
vigorous  spring  from  the  stocks.  This  is  soon  cut, 
when  a  more  feeble  spring  takes  place,  and  is  again 
levelled,  after  which  operation  being  repeated  a  few  times, 
every  remnant  is  annihilated,  and  the  country  reduced 
to  the  open  waste  it  now  exhibits.  In  the  oak  tribe  it 
is  of  vast  consequence  to  leave  standard  trees,  as  the 
fruit  is  not  blown  about,  and  has  a  scanty  power  of  ve- 
getation,  which  is  soon  lost  by  exposure  to  the  air.  The 
acorns  fall  in  a  mass  underneath  the  tree,  where  they 
are  soon  devoured  by  various  animals,  or  spring  in  si- 
tuations where  they  cannot  thrive,  whilst  the  seeds  of 
the  sycamore,  or  ash  or  pines,  are  transported  by  the 
winds  about,  and  have  in6nite1y  greater  chance  of  being 
perpetuated.  The  ash  grows  along  the  foot  of  the  Gua- 
darrama  range,  but  not  farlher  south,  to  my  knowledge. 
The  elms,  and  poplars,  and  other  trees  of  similar  descrip- 
tion are  not  intended  to  be  noticed,  being  of  little  va- 
lue, compared  with  the  more  important  species  enu- 
merated. 

Should  it  be  intended  seriously  to  establish  v^oods 
and  forests  in  Spain,  which  must  be  done  before  any 
regular  improvement  can  take  place,  the  quercus 
cerris,  and  probably  the  Apennina,  andsessiliflora,  which 
grows  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  ought  to  be  introduced 
in  the  southern  and  middle  provinces,  and  above  all 
the  larch,  of  which  the  value  is  quite  unknown,  and  for 
which  they  have  vast  tracts  of  waste  peculiarly  suited. 

It  will  be  easily  seen  that  naval  resources  for  building 
may  be  said  not  to  exist.     With  the  exception  of  a  small 
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quantity  of  the  q.  robur  in  the  northern  provinces, 
only  to  be  obtained  with  great  difBcolty,  and  expence, 
there  is  in  the  wide  range  of  this  magnificent  country, 
absolutely  none  available  for  such  purposes. 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 

Ornithologj. 

In  the  ornithology  it  is  impossible  lo  find  assistance 
in  the  country,  and  very  little  information  is  lo  be 
obtained  from  natives  or  foreigners.  Neither  public 
nor  private  collections  exist,  and  1  never  met  Avith  an 
individual  who  had  attended  regularly  to  the  subject. 
No  written  account  is  to  be  found,  and  I  entered  the 
country  without  the  actual  local  knowledge  of  a  single 
species,  and  no  other  proof  need  be  given  of  the  paucity 
of  information,  than  the  imperfect  and  scanty  notices  of 
Temminck,  where  this  country  is  spoken  of.  I  sought  in 
vain  at  Madrid,  Paris,  and  London,  in  the  public  libra- 
ries, for  the  work  quoted  by  him  as  the  Fauna  Ara- 
gonensis,  and  I  never  saw  a  list  of  Spanish  birds  in  any 
language.  The  royal  cabinet  at  Madrid  contains  scar- 
cely any  thing.  An  individual  there,  has  a  few  speci- 
mens of  birds  found  in  the  neighourhood,  very  well 
set  up  by  himself,  but  he  was  ignorant  of  their  names, 
and  so  indifferent  on  the  subject  as  to  decline  my  offer 
of  supplying  them.  This  was  the  only  thing  I  met  with 
deserving  the  name  of  a  collection.  I  have  followed 
the  nomenclature  of  Temminck ,  to  whom  the  Euro- 
pean ornithologist  is  so  much  indebted.     It  is  needless 
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to  observe  that  the  habitats  are  those  which  fell  under 
my  own  observation,  and  are  not  meant  to  convey  the 
idea  of  the  species  being  confined  to  those  localities. 

The  plan  has  been  followed  of  going  down  the  orders, 
as  preferable  to  arranging  them  by  localities,  which 
would  have  made  it  less  clear  and  intelligible.  The  na- 
tive names  are  not  given,  or  account  of  their  varying 
so  much  in  the  provinces,  that  only  error  would  have 
resulted  from  it.  In  'the  quadrupeds  and  reptiles, 
the  means  are  yet  ^ore  scanty  of  obtaining  information, 
and  the  same  cause  only  which  induced  the  making 
public  the  ornithological  notices^  induces  me  to  offer 
these. 

VULTURE. 

The  great  ash  coloured  coloured  Tulture,  v.  cinereus, 
is  common  in  new  Castile,  where  it  is  called  the  Fran- 
ciscan vulture,  from  its  colour  resembling  that  of  the 
habit  of  these  monks. 

THE    TAWNT    VULTURE. 

V.  fulvus,  is  in  great  numbers  in  Andalasia.  Its 
favorite  haunts  seem  to  be  the  mouths  of  rivers.  They 
are  very  numerous  at  Malaga,  and  I  have  seen  them  in  the 
interior,  on  the  great  plain  of  Antequera.  They  breed 
d&  the  back  of  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  but  no  doubt  chiefly 
in  the  lofty  range  of  the  Serrama  de  Ronda,  and  at 
Ape's  hill.  I  have  understood  they  are  also  to  be  seen 
in  Castile  '^. 

*  The  species  alladcd  io  is  Uwny ,  wilh  d«rk  tips  to  the  wings.     Whether  it  be  iIm 
troe  fulnu,  or  the  Indicos,  I  am  ignorant,  never  hftTing  seen  it  ,b«l  on  th«  wing. 
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THE  CATHARTES  PERCN0PTERU9. 

The  small  or  Maltese  vulture,  of  which  a  young  bird 
was  shot  in  England  in  1828,  is  in  great  numbers  near 
Seville.  They  follow  the  plough  in  the  manner  of 
rooks,  picking  up  the  grubs,  etc. 

THE   GYPAETBS    BARBATUS. 

Or  great  Alpine  vulture,  is  not  uncommon  in  tlie 
Pyrennees,   but  I  never  heard  of  it  in  the  interior. 

PALCO. 

I  have  never  seen  the  first  division  of  the  falcons  in 
Spain,  but  no  doubt  they  are  found  in  the  Pyrennees, 
or  Sierra  Nevada. 

THE    F.     ESALOrv. 

Stong  falcon,  is  common  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
the  south,  and  is  probably  spread  over  great  part  of 
Spain. 

F.     TINNUNCULOIDES. 

In  the  southern  and  middle  regions,  the  beautiful 
species  of  f.  tinnunculoides  is  found  in  vast  numbers. 
They  live  in  the  cities,  breeding  in  the  lofty  towel's 
which  have  replaced  the  minarets  of  the  Moors,  enli- 
vening ihe  air  with  their  loud  notes,  wliich  are  less  dis- 
sonant than  those  of  their  congener  the  tinnunculus^ 
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which  they  represent.  They  are  in  great  numbers  in 
the  Giralda  of  Seyille,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  ciiy. 
They  remain  long  on  the  wing,  in  the  manner  of  swal- 
lows. In  the  day  time  they  may  be  seen  chasing  the 
beetles  about  the  palmetos,  or  carrying  off  mice  from 
the  cortijos.  They  appear  to  have  some  attachment  to 
each  other.  A  very  old  male  I  shot  on  a  cliff  near  Malaga, 
fell  wounded,  and  scrambled  to  some  (Kstance;  his  fe- 
male hovered  close  over  him,  shrieking  and  expressing 
the  most  lively  interest  in  his  fate.  I  never  met  with 
them  in  the  northern  region,  where  I  suspect  they  are 
replaced  by  the  f.  tinnunculus  or  common  kestrel, 
which  is  not  seen  in  the  other  divisions.  The  most 
northern  point  I  noticed  them  was  at  Toledo.  I  have 
never  seen  the  real  eagle  in  any  part  of  Spain,  or  in 
the  Pyrennees,  although  they  no  doubt  inhabit  part 
of  them,  but  as  I  was  two  years  successively  in  every 
part  of  the  latter  chain,  without  once  observing  them, 
they  cannot  be  numerous. 

THE   F.    NISUS. 

Sparrowhawk,  is  seen  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

THE    F.    MILVUS. 

Common  kite,  may  be  seen  in  the  central  parts. 

THE    F.    CYARGUS. 

Hen  Harrier,  is  common  about  Granada,  as  it  is 
at  Rome ;  thus  extending  its  range  very  widely  over 
Europe. 
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THE    OWLS. 

STRIX   FLAMMEA. 

White  owl,  is  common  in  most  parts  of  Spain. 

STRlX    BRACHIOTUS. 

Short  eared  owl.     In  Castile. 

STBIX     BUBO. 

Great  eared  owl.  Common  in  the  Guadarrama  range, 
and  I  believe  also  in  the  Serrania  de  Ronda.  The  latter 
may  be  the  variety  lately  observed,  di/Terin^]^  as  I  have 
understood  from  the  g^enuine  bubo  of  the  north* 

STRIX    SCOPS. 

Common  in  the  centre  and  southern  regions. 
CORVUS,  CROW. 

C.    CORAX. 

Raven,  common  all  over  Spain,  especially  near  Gra- 
nada, and  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  and  is  seen  in  the 
northern  provinces.  On  the  road  to  Cuenca  in  a 
small  defile  was  a  nest  which  some  liungry  peasants 
were  despoiling  of  the  full  fledged  brood,  in  order  to 
feast  on  these  savoury  morsels.  They  !iad  calculated  to 
a  day  the  time,  necessary  to  take  fhem  as  they  made 
their  escape  from  ihc  nest,  but  could  not  vUe  IVom  the 
2  17 
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ground.  The  old  birds  came  from  a  great  distance  on 
hearing  the  noise  of  the  young  ones^  who  were  aware  of 
their  danger  before  the  man  who  decended  the  cliff 
reached  them. 

C.  COKONE. 

Carrion  crow.  !n  the  north  and  south,  in  Asturias, 
and  at  Baza. 

C.    FRUGILEGUS. 

Rpok.  In  old  Castile  only,  near  Valladoiid,  where 
they  probably  breed  in  the  pine  forests,  to  the  south  of 
that  city. 

C.     HONEDULA. 

Jackdaw.  In  the  central  region  and  in  the  Sierra 
Morena,  where  they  are  seen  in  small  flocks,  being  appa- 
rently expelled  from  the  ruins  by  the  Roller. 


PICA,   MAGPIE. 

p.    PICA* 

Magpie .     Common  throughout  Spain. 

p.    CYAREA. 

Blue  magpie.  This  beautiful  species,  which  is  so 
rare,  as  to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  Temminck,  is  com* 
mon  in  new  Castile,  in  the  wooded  parts,  and  is  in  vast 
numbers  in  the  Sierra  Morena,  where  they  destroy  the 
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fruits  to  such  a  degree,  that  a  premium  is  given  for 
their  eggs.  As  the  species  is  to  be  found  in  very  few 
books  ( I  have  only  seen  it  described  in  Wagler,  besides 
Pallas,  who,  I  believe,  discovered  it  in  Siberia),  the 
general  description  is  subjoined.  They  live  in  small 
flocks,  generally  spread  into  a  line^  are  extremely  watch- 
ful, and  areconsuntly  moving,  inshort  flights,  commonly 
in  cover,  feeding  on  the  roads,  or  as  food  may  offer. 
The  head  is  black,  the  wings  and  tail  light  blue,  breast 
and  under  body  dun  or  dirty  while.  The  body  is  small, 
.the  wings  short,  tail  extremely  long,  and  motions 
sprightly,  like  those  of  the  common  species. 

I  believe  their  range  to  be  confined  to  the  districts 
above  mentioned.  > 

C.    GLANDARIUS. 

Jay.     Very  common  throughout  Spain. 

NUCIFRAGA    CARYOCATACTES. 

Nutcracker.     In  the  Pyrennees. 

PYKRHOCORAX  PYRRHOCORAX. 

Alpine  crow.  More  common  in  the  Pyrennees  than 
in  the  Alps.     They  live  in  common  with  the  Chough. 

PYRRHOCORAX    GRACULUS. 

Cornish  chough.  In  the  Pyrennees,  on  the  north  coast 
of  Spain,  in  the  Sierra  de  Baza,  and  at  Cucnca,  thus 
covering  the  whole  range  of  the  country. 
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C0RACIA8    GARRULA. 


Roller.  This  beautiful  species,  which  connects  in  plu 
mage  the  European  birds  with  those  of  the  tropical 
regions,  is  common  in  Castile,  and  Estremadura,  bat 
most  so  in  lower  Andalusia.  They  are  in  yast  numbers 
in  the  ruined  villages  along  the  Guadalquivir,  and  in 
the  Moorish  castles,  occupy  the  place  of  the  jackdaw. 
They  appear  in  April.  I  never  saw  them  in  the  winter. 
They  are  sociable,  living  almost  in  the  houses,  and  are 
not  shy  and  solitary,  as  described  in  the  books,  which 
represent  them  frequenting  the  deepest  recesses  of  the 
forests.  They  breed  in  the  walb  of  the  castle  at 
Alcala  de  Guadaira  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity  of 
Seville. 

ORIOLUS   GALBULA. 

Golden  oriole.  Common  in  the  Sierra  Morena,  and 
in  new  Castile;  migratory. 

STURNUS   VULGARIS. 

Common  starling.  Common  throughout  Spain, 
where  the  situation  suits  them.  In  vast  numbers  near 
Seville  and  Xeres.  They  are  taken  by  nets  in  the 
former  district,  in  caves,  which  they  enter  for  warmth 
in  winter. 

STURNUS    UMCOLOR. 

Purple  starling.     This  species,   which  I  believe  has 
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not  been  noticed  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  is  very 
common  in  Castile,  in  Estremadura,  and  in  Andalusia.  . 
They  live  in  the  decaying  villages  along  the  Guadal- 
quivir, and  are  abundant  in  the  city  of  Seville  ,  breed- 
ing about  the  public  buildings  and  convents.  They 
are  generally  in  small  flocks,  never  with  the  other 
species.  Their  habits  are  just  the  same ;  their  cry  less 
harsh. 

LANIUS.    SHRIKE. 

Lanius  meridi  ^nalis, which  mightbe  termed  the  Spanish 
Shrike,  as  it  is  almost  peculiar  to  the  Peninsula^  is  in 
great  numbers  in  Andalusia^  and  inhabits  also  Castile. 
In  the  former  province  it  is  stationary.  It  is,  1  believe 
the  only  European  species  which  does  not  emigrate^  and 
Spain  is  the  only  country  where  it  hibernates. 

LANIUS    RUFUS. 

Red  headed  shrike,  arrives  in  vast  numbers  at  the 
end  of  March,  and  spreads  over  the  country,  very  many 
remaining  in  lower  Andalusia.  I  never  met  with 
the  other  species,  but  they  are  most  probably  in  the 
northern  provinces. 

MUSCICAPA  ,    FLYCATCHER. 

Muscicapa  grisola.  Spotted  flycatcher.  In  Castile. 
M.  Luctuosa.     Pied  flycatcher.     In  Andalusia. 

TURDUS,  THRUSH. 

T.  VISCIVORUS. 

Missel  thrush.     Is  in  great  numbers  in  the  south  of 
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Spain,  in  those  parts  where  the  locality  suits  them. 
These  birds,  with  many  others,  are  compelled  by  cir- 
cumstances to  use  food  vei7  different  from  their  habits 
in  other  countries.  One  I  shot  in  the  forest  of  Macael, 
late  in  the  autumn,  when  berries  ought  to  have  been 
its  food,  had  the  crop  filled  with  bees. 

T.     PILARIS. 

Fieldfare.  Is  rare  in  Andalusia,  but  probably  in  the 
northern  and  middle  regions  is  not  so,  in  the  winter. 
I  found  it  at  the  Fuente  de  Segura,  where  it  was  evi- 
dently a  resident,  in  November. 

T.    MUSICUS. 

Thrush.  In  vast  numbers  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  and  in  the  north  of  Spain,  as  no  doubt 
in  almost  every  wooded  district. 

T.    ILIACtS. 

Redwing.  In  great  numbers  in  the  Xeresano,  lower 
Andalusia,  in  the  winter.  They  probably  breed  in  the 
Scrrania  de  Ronda. 

T.   TORQUATLS. 

Common  in  the  high  Pyrennees,  and  in  the  northern 
provinces,  in  the  high  districts. 

1  never  met  wilh  the  rare  species,  atrogularis  or 
naumanni. 
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T,     MERULA. 

Black  bird,     Abundant  wherever  they  find  sheUer. 

T.     CYANEUS. 

Blue  thrush.  Common  near  Granada,  Mala{ja, 
Ronda,  and  Gibraltar,  and  I  saw  it  near  Cape  Pefias, 
tlie  northern  extremity  of  Spaing  ilius  extending  its 
range  from  the  two  extremes  of  latitude,  and  it  proba- 
bly may  be  found  in  the  woody  parts  of  the  middle 
region. 

T.     SAXATILrS. 

Bock  thrush.  Rare  in  the  Pyrennees.  I  once  saw 
it  near  Malaga,  and  between  Pamplona  and  Vittoria. 

CINCLUS     AQUATICUS, 

Dipper.  Common  in  the  high  Pyrennees,  and  in 
some  of  the  higher  Sierras  in  different  parts  of  Spain. 

SILVIA. 

Of  the  Sylviie  my  list  is  incomplete,  from  the  time 
necessai^  to  be  resident  in  every  place,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  specimens. 

S.     TURDOIDES. 

Common  in  new  Castile. 

S.    SUECICA. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid. 
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S.     LUSCINIA. 

Nighlingale.     In  vast  numbers,  but  not  stationary, 
even  in  Andalusia. 


S.     MELANOCEPHALA. 

Very  abundant,  wherever  there  is  cover,  in  Andalusia, 
and  in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  to  which  region  they  are 
nearly  confined 

S.     CINEREA, 

Common  near  Seville. 

S.    CONSPICILLATA 

For  which  there  is  no  English  name.  This  beautiful 
species  had  not  I  believe  been  previously  observed  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  but  since  my  return,  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  prince  of  Musignano,  to  whom 
I  imparted  the  fact  of  their  living  in  Spain,  that  about 
the  same  lime  he  had  observed  them  near  Civita  Vec- 
chia.  They  are  stationary  in  Andalusia,  frequenting  in 
lov\r  and  moist  situations,  and  I  suspect  not  much  extend- 
ed in  their  habitats.  I  found  them  in  the  marshy 
plain  above  Seville  where  they  live  with  the  cinerea  and 
may  easily  be  mistaken  for  them. 

S.     PROVIMCIALIS. 

Dartford  warbler.  Extremely  abundant  all  through 
the  south.     In  the  arid  deserts  of  the  Tierra  Caliente 
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the  instant  Avatcr  is  found  in  the  barrancos,  the  oleander 
appears,  and  the  sprightly  form  of  this  liny  species, 
g^ives  a  little  life   to  the  scene. 

S.     RUBECULA. 

Red  breast.  In  vast  numbers  tlirough  the  whole  of 
Spain. 

S.    TITHYS. 

Black  redstart.  In  great  numbers  in  the  southern 
region,  where  they  are  stationary,  They  chiefly  inhabit 
the  gravelly  beds  of  torrents,  and  have  the  habits  of 
saxicola.  They  are  very  numerous  about  Granada  and 
Aljneria.  They  seem,  like  some  other  species,  to  be  se- 
dentary only  in  Spain.  In  the  supplement  to  the  '*  spec- 
chio"  of  the  prince  Musignano,  ihey  are  said  not  to 
remain  at  Rome  in  the  winter. 

S.    PHENICURUS. 

Not  so  common  as  the  other  species.  It  eniijjrates. 
I  have  seen  it  in  Andalusia  in  the  spring,  and  in  old 
Castile.  It  is  no  doubt,  more  abundant  in  the  northern 
region. 

S.     HIPPOLAIS. 

Common   in  most  parts  where  they  find  shelter. 

S.     CISTICOLA. 

This  species,  which  was  discovered  in  Portugal,  1 
sought  in  vain  in  Andalusia,  never  having  seen  a  single 
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specimen^  although  I  have  passed  rast  tracis  suited  to  it. 
The  name  is  unfortunate,  for  at  Rome,  where  they  are 
abundant,  they  inhabit  the  marshes  of  Ostia,  or  the 
spots  of  broom  of  the  campagna,  where  there  are  no 
cisti. 

S.    TROGLODYTES* 

The  8.   troglodytes  is  very  common. 

SAX1C0L4    STONBCHAT. 

The  vast  stony  wastes,  which  occupy  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  territory  of  Spain,  are  suited  to  the  habits  of  these 
birds,  and  they  abound  in  every  part. 

S.    CACHINNANS^ 

Black  stonechat,  one  of  the  European  species  the 
least  common,  is  in  very  great  numbers  in  the  southern 
district,  especially  in  Murcia  and  Granada.  They  are 
numerous  on  the  sea  coast,  and  to  the  limits  of  the  great 
southern  secondary  range.  I  never  saw  them  in  the 
Sierra  Morena,  or  beyond  the  line  of  Jaen  and  Cuenca, 
Their  habits  are  entirely  of  Saxicola.  They  seem  to 
prefer  the  dryest  parts  of  the  white  limestone.  They  are 
in  the  habit  of  entering  fissures  of  the  rocks  in  search 
of  shelter  or  food,  and  often  dart  to  them  when  wound- 
ed, like  rabbits.  I  lost  three,  which  were  wounded  by 
^  single  shot,  near  Vera,  in  this  manner.  The  only  part 
of  Europe  they  are  known  to  inhabit  besides,  is  the 
maritime  Alps,  where  they  are  exceedingly  wild.  In 
Spain  they  are  quite  the  contrary,  coming  almost  into 
the  houses,  and  may  be  seen  in  the  Moorish  citadels 
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at  Malaga,  Jaen,  Almeria,  etc.  Their  dark  plumage, 
with  their  lively  and  constant  motion,  give  life  to  many 
dreary  districts.'  They  are  certainly  more  abundant 
on  the  limestone,  but  are  not  by  any  means  confined 
to  it. 

S.    OENANTIIE 

Common  throughout  the  whole  range  of  Spain. 

S.      STAPAZINA. 

Common  in  new  Castile,  and  in  the  higher  parts  of 
the  Sierra  Morena. 

S.     AURITA. 

In  new  Castile,  between  Madrid  and  Tarancon  *. 

8.    RUBETRA    OR    RUBICOLA. 

In  great  numbers  all  through  Spain.     I  believe  both 
species  are  stationary. 

ACCENTOR. 

A.      ALPINUS. 

In  great  numbers  in  the  Pyrennees,  and  they  are  seen 
on  the  coast  near  Alicante. 


*  U  (be  idea  of  the  Italian  orailhologiats  be  correct,  tbat  tkc  aurita  it  ibe  young 
of  the  stapasina,  tbc  rule  of  nuixtbcrsis  inversely  to  Ibt  usual  proportion,  for  the 
auriui  arc  by  far  the  more  rare,  in  Spain  at  least. 
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A.     MODULARIS. 

Hedge  sparrow.     Common  where   there  is  shelter. 
MOTACILLA,  WAGTAIL. 

M.     ALBA. 

Common  wagtail.  Extremely  numerous  in  the  cen- 
tral region.  Like  some  other  species  in  this  country, 
its  habits  appear  to  be  modified  by  local  situation.  It 
is  abundant  in  the  driest  and  most  arid  parts  of 
Castile,  and  in  places  the  most  opposite  to  its  usual 
habitats. 

I  have  sought  in  vain,  as  in  Italy  where  I  have 
examined  many  thousands^  for  the  M.  lugubris  of 
Temminck. 

M.    FLAVA    AND    BOARULA. 

Not  uncommon  throughout  the  country,  but  much 
less  so  than  the  preceding  species. 

ANTHUS,  PIPIT. 

A.    RICARDI. 

Near  Vittoria. 

A.    ARBOREUS. 

Tree  pipit?  The  last  bird  seen  in  ascending  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  as  in  the  high  moors  of  Northumberland. 
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ALAUDA,  LARK. 


A.    CALANDRA, 


Calander.  Abundant  in  Casllle  and  Estreinadura. 
They  are  kept  in  cages,  and  are  said  to  imitate  the  notes 
of  other  birds. 

A.      CRISTATA. 

Crested  lark.  When  the  traveller  issues  from  the 
passes  of  Guipuscoa,  and  enters  the  arid  parched  plains 
of  Castile;  he  meets  this  bird^  which  never  leaves  him, 
save  at  the  greater  elevations,  throughout  the  middle 
and  southern  regions.  They  are  in  vast  numbers.  No 
site  is  too  dry  or  barren  for  them,  and  they  abound 
in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  where  no  trace  of  verdure  is  to 
be  seen^  and  where  the  saxicoloe  alone  are  to  be  found 
besides.  They  seem  to  prefer  the  roads,  and  rise  under 
the  mules*  feet,  with  a  roonolonous  whistle,  making  a 
short  rising  flight,  and  perching  on  the  rocks,  or  shrubs 
occasionally. 

A.     AKVENSIS. 

Skylark.  Common  every  where  in  the  open 
country. 

A.     BRACHIDACTYLA. 

Lesser  calander.  In  spring,  in  the  soulhcrn  and 
middle  regions.     They  probably  emigrate. 
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PARUS,    TITMOUSE. 


This  class  Is  not  common ^  but  in  the  wooded  and 
moister  parts.  As  at  Aranjuez,  Valencia,  and  in  the 
northern  districts  they  are  less  rare. 


p.    BIARHICUS. 


The  bearded  titmouse  is  found  at  Valencia  and  at 
Aranjuez. 

At  the  latter  place^  is  the  caudatus* 

The  ceruleus  is  thinly  spread  throughout  the  country. 


EMBERIZA,  BUNTING. 


B.    MBLANOCBPHALA. 


Near  Ronda? 


E.    CITRINELLA. 


Common  yellow  hammer.     In  the  north  and  middle 
regions. 

E.    MILIARIA. 

Very    common,    quite   throughout    to   the  extreme 
south. 

£.    SCHOBNICLUS. 

In  Aragon. 
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E.    CIRLUS. 

Cirl  bunting.     In  the  southern  region. 

E.     CIA. 

Lorrain  or  foolish  bunting.     Common  near  Malaga. 

CURVI ROSTRA.       CROSS    BILLS. 

In  Castile,  but  I  believe  only  on  passage. 
FRINGILLA,   GROSBEAKS. 

F.    COCOTHRAUSTES. 

Grosbeak.  Not  uncommon  in  winter  in  lower  Anda- 
lusia, where  they  probably  descend  from  the  Serrania  de 
Ronda. 

F.     CULORIS. 

Common. 

F.     PETRONIA. 

Which  is  so  common  in  the  south  of  Italy;  I  have 
never  met  with  it  in  Spain. 

F.     DOMESTICA. 

Common  sparrow.  There  are  said  to  be  three  specie* 
Ml  Europe.     The  common  species  of  tlie  north  of  Europe, 
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called  the  domestica;  the  Cisalpina  or  Italian  sparrow, 
"which  I  have  seen  in  upper  Dauphiny;  and  the  other 
to  which  the  name  of  Hispaniolensis  was  given,  irom  its 
having  been  killed  near  Algesiras,  by  M.  Natterer. 
These  species  were  made  known  to  the  public  by  M.  Tem- 
minck,  and  my  attention  was  drawn,  amongst  others, 
to  the  curious  fact  of  the  existence  of  three  Tarieties  of 
the  same  bird,  apparently  modified  by  zones  of  climate. 
I  studied  the  two  first  species  in  a  former  visit  to  Italy. 
In  Piedmont  both  exist,  and  at  Turin  the  domestica  is 
abundant.  Roth  are  found  at  Florence,  but  the  Cisal- 
pina is  the  most  common.  South  of  that  city  I  never 
saw  ity  and  at  Rome  there  is  no  other  species  than  the 
Cisalpina.  With  these  data  I  examined  the  greater  part 
of  Spain.  I  particularly  looked  at  the  species  in  the 
south,  at  Cordova,  Ecija^  which  is  the  hottest  place  in 
Spain,  Seville,  Cadiz,  Malaga,  Yelez  Malaga,  Granada, 
Valencia,  and  other  places,  and  never  saw  an  individual 
in  any  of  them,  excepting  of  f.  domestica.  I  shot  the 
darkest  individual  out  of  a  flock,  within  a  league  of  Alge- 
siras,  whence  the  species  was  said  to  have  been  brought, 
which  was  equally  of  the  common  sort.  It  is  probable 
that  the  individual,  which  caused  this  mistake,  had  been 
blown  over  from  Africa.  At  Gibraltar  also,  the  birds  I 
saw,  were  all  of  the  common  species.  There  are  some 
individuals  with  the  chesnut  over  the  ears,  carried  over 
the  region  of  the  occiput,  so  as  to  narrow  the  vinous 
colour  very  considerably,  but  these  are  merely  varieties, 
and  are  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  and  I  am 
forced  to  the  conviction,  that  no  other  species  than  the 
domestica,  or  common  house  sparrow,  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  exists  in  the  varied  climate  of  Spain.  If  the 
Cisalpina  exist,  it  is  in  Catalonia,  which  I  did  not  examine 
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in  deiaili  but  I  hare  not  the  slightest  reason  to  beliere 
it  is. 

F.    SERINUS; 

Serin  finch.     Common  in  Andalusia. 

F.    CELEBS. 

ChafTinch.  Not  uncommon,  but  not  in  the  prodig^ious 
numbers  tvhich  visit  Ilaly  in  the  winter,  and  I  saw  noth- 
ing like  migratory  arrivals. 

F.    CANNABIIVA. 

Redpole*     Not  uncommon  in  most  parts  of  the  centre. 

p.    CITRINBLLA. 

Gitril  finch,     1q  ,tlie  centre  and  south. 

F;    LINARlAi 

Liisser  redpole.     Common  in  the  centre* 

F;    CARDUELIS. 

Goldfinch.  In  prodigious  numbers  in  the  uplands 
near  Granada,  in  the  Sierra  Morena^  and  lower  Anda- 
lusia; 

CUCULUS    SONORtJS. 

Cuckoo.     Common,  but  I  believe  not  stationary. 

PlCtJS,    WOODPECKER. 

Woodpecker.     In  all  the  wooded  tracts,  in  the  Sierra 
2  18 
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de  Segura,  CiMDcay  and  MoreDa,  but  I  am  und^le  to  gvwe 
any  account  of  the  species. 

p.    MARTIUS. 

The  great  black  woodpecker  is  found  near  Bagoeres  de 
Luchon. 

YUMX    TORQUILLA. 

Wryneck.     Common  in  lower  Andalusia. 


CERTHIA,   CREEPER. 

C.    PAMILIABIS. 

Lower  Andalusia. 

TICHODaOMA    PBOEKIGOPVERA. 

Wall  creeper.  Common  in  the  Pyrennees,  but  I 
never  saw  an  individual  in  the  interior  of  Spain. 

UPIIPA    VPOPS. 

Hoopoe.  In  vast  numbers  in  lower  Andalusia ,  and 
not  uncommon  in  Castile  and  Aragoq. 

MERIOPS   APIASTER. 

Bee  eater.  Arrive  at  the  end  of  March  in  vast  flodLS, 
and  spread  over  the  greater  part  of  Spain,  where  they 
are  the  terror  of  the  proprietors  of  bees.  These  beautiful 
birds  are  most  numerous  along  the  Guadalquivir,  and 
its  tributaries,  the  sandy  banks  of  which  aflTord  thevi 
breeding  places.     The  okl  birds  are  almost  constantly 
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on  the  wing^y  with  a  very  sonorous  whistle,  and  a  jer- 
king or  wheeling  flight,  no  doubt  intercepting  their  prey 
on  the  passage  to  their  nests. 

ALCBDO    HISPID  A. 

King  fisher.  Abundant  in  Andalusia.  They  may  be 
seen  in  the  stream  which  skirts  the  paseo  de  Maria  Cris« 
tina,  at  Seville.  « 


HIRUNDO,  SWALLOW, 

H.    RVSTICA. 

Chimney  swallow.  A  few  of  these  birds  winter  in  the 
south  of  Andalusia.  I  saw  them  on  the  summit  of  the 
Lomo  de  Yaca,  far  from  the  haunt  of  man,  living  with 
the  h.  rupestris.  In  the  southern  provinces,  they  some- 
times live  in  the  posadas,  their  nests  being  built  on  the 
raftersi  where  they  are  shut  in  every  night,  thus  shew- 
ing that  their  apparent  partiality  for  the  habitations  of 
man  proceeds  neither  from  the  want  of  warmth,  as  has 
been  asserted,  nor  is  the  effect  of  natural  inclination ; 
habits  quite  irreconcileable  with  either  of  those  theories, 
prevailing. 

H.  tasicA^ 

House  martin.  Abundant  in  most  parts,  but  I  nevef 
saw  them  in  winter.  At  Puerto  Santa  Maria,  near  Cadiz^ 
they  had  commenced  operations  on  the  first  of  Marchv 
They  breed  in  Ae  Pyrennees  in  the  rocks,  in  vast  num- 
bers, as  in  the  Alps,  often  far  from  the  habitations  of 
man. 
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H.    MIPARIAr 


Sand  martin;     Not  common.   I  have  seen  them  on  the 
Guadalquivir. 

H.    RUPESTRI8. 

Rock  swallow.  Winter  in  great  numbers  along  \h€ 
southern  shore,  and  at  Gibraltar  and  even  Ronda  which 
is  much  colder.  At  Malaga ,  they  live  amongst  the 
houses,  at  the  Alcazaba,  and  have  the  habits  of  martins. 
I  should  imagine  the  whole  of  them  hibemate^which  is  not 
the  case  with  the  rustica.  There  are  a  few  in  the  Pyren- 
nees,  and  spread  over  Spain,  but  they  are  most  nume- 
rous in  the  great  range  of  the  southern  coasts. 

CTPSELUS    ALPimjS. 

Were  living  at  the  Breche  de  Roland,  skimming  the 

glaciers  in  July.     I  could  not  ascertain  whether  they 

bred  in  the  mural  precipices  there,  or  below  in  the 

villages.    I  never  saw  them  in  Spain  excepting  at  Merida, 

where  they  were  in  April,  in  company  with  innumerable 

martins  and  others  of  the  tribe,  flying  very  low,  with  a 

note  not  unlike  some  of  the  terns.     When  high  in  the 

air,  as  I  have  seen  them  in  descending  the  Rhine,  they 

have  a  load  and  melodious  whistle.     I  have  heard  they 

were  not  uncommon  in  Catalonia,  but  1  never  met  with 

them,  probably  from  their  habit  of  going  to  feed  at  vast 

heights  and  distances  in  the  day  time,  which  prevents 

them  being  seen.     They  arrive  at  Naples  at  the  end  of 

March,  and  then  fly  low.     I  believe  they  depart  early. 
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C.    MURARIUS. 


Common  swift.     In  prodigious  numbers  all  over  Spain. 


COLUMBA,  PIGEON. 

C.    PALVMBUS. 

Ringdove.  In  the  Sierra  Morena  and  Sierra  de 
Cuenca. 

C.    OfiNAS. 

Stockdove.  In  great  numbers  in  passage  in  the  Spa- 
nish Pyrennees. 

C.    TURTUR. 

In  vast  numbers.  They  emigrate  in  spring  and  au- 
tumn by  the  western  foot  of  the  Pyrennees,  and  are  taken 
in  great  numbers  at  Bayonne. 


TETRAO. 

T.    UROGALLUS. 

The  cock  of  the  wood,  is  found  in  the  Pyrennees, 
but  rarely,  from  the  comparative  extinction  of  the 
forests. 

T.    TETRIX. 

Black  cock.  Does  not  appear  to  exist  in  any  part  of 
the  Peninsula,  or  in  the  Pyrennees. 
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T.    BONASIA. 

Gelinotte,  Near  Bagneres  de  Luchon;  but  1  never 
heard  of  it  in  the  interior.  If  any  where,  it  must  be 
sought  for  in  the  first  region. 

J.    LAGOPUS. 

Ptarmigan.  Common  in  the  Pyrennees,  but  I  be- 
lieve is  not  found  in  any  other  part  of  Spain. 


PT£ROCLES. 


These  birds,  to  which  the  name  of  Ganga  has  been 
applied  as  a  generic  instead  of  a  specific  name,  are  in 
abundance  in  Spain.  The  larger  species  abounds  in 
both  the  Castiles,  and  Estremadura,  and  less  in  Anda- 
lusia. I  believe  it  is  also  common  in  Aragon.  It  is 
named  orte^  in  Spain.  It  is  a  very  strong  bird,  espe- 
cially on  the  wing,  the  muscles  of  which  are  excessively 
strong  and  the  skin  of  extraordinary  thickness  and 
toughness. 

The  other  or  white  breasted  species,  which  is  also  found 
at  the  foot  of  the  Pyreimees,  in  Languedoc,  is  called 
ganga  in  Spain.  They  are  extremely  numerous  in  An- 
dalusia, and  in  most  parts  of  the  open  country  of  the 
interior.  They  are  taken  chiefly  at  night  by  a  destruc- 
tive poaching  method,  as  neither  species  will  allow 
dogs  to  approach  them,  and  are  difficult  to  get  at.  The 
only  shots  I  ever  got  were  by  marking  them,  then  riding 
up,  and  firing  off  horseback,  a  mode  easily  practised  with 
the  light  and  docile  horses  of  Andalusia.  According  to 
the  best  accounts  I  could  collect,  they  lay  only  two  eggs, 
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and  I  suspect  frequently  onlj  rear  one  young  one,  as  I 
often  saw  parties  of  three.  Both  species  congregate 
in  the  winter ,  especially  the  ortega.  The  gangas  are 
much  better  eating  than  the  other  species,  which  re- 
quires the  skin  to  be  taken  off,  before  it  is  prepared  for 
the  table,  as  it  is  otherwise  tough  and  dry. 

PERDIX    PRANCOLINUS. 

Francolin.  I  have  never  seen  this  bird,  which  is  said 
to  be  brought  occasionally  to  Gibraltar,  but  I  suspect  it 
to  be  the  ortega  which  they  term  francolin. 

p.     RUFA. 

The  perdix  rufa  is  the  universal,  and  I  believe  the 
only  species  in.Spain.  They  arc  in  incredible  numbers 
in  parts  of  Andalusia,  especially  in  the  Sierra  Morena. 
They  are  destroyed  throughout  the  year,  without  any 
sensible  diminution  in  their  numbers.  Bowles,  in  the 
middle  of  last  century,  describes  the  people  making 
omelettes  of  their  eggs  in  upper  Andalusia. 

Within  a  feiv  miles  of  Seville,  at  the  end  of  the 
season,  where  they  are  destroyed  in  every  possible  way, 
they  were  swarming.  I  haVe  never  seen  the  bartavelle, 
p.  saxatilis,  nor  the  p.  petrosa.  The  latter  is  said  by 
Temminck  to  inhabit  Spain,  but  I  have  examined  prodi- 
gious numbers  without  seeing  it,  and  it  appears  very 
doubtful  if  it  exist  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  There 
is  in  the  Museum  either  at  Turin  or  at  Geneva  an  indivi 
dual,  said  to  have  been  killed  near  Genoa,  but  I  was 
assured  there,  that  nonesuch  existed  in  .those jnoun- 
tains,  and  it  was  probably    the  accidental  arrival  on 
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the  coast  of  an  individual  blown  off  from  Sardinia  or 
Corsica. 

p.    COTURMIX. 

Quail.     In  vast  numbers  I  believe  all  over  Spain. 

HBMIPODIVS    TACHYDROMUS. 

Hemipodius  or  Andalusian  quail.  Near  Cadiz  and 
Gibraltar,  but  I  have  never  seen  the  variety  called  Gi- 
braltaricus. 

BUSTARD. 

The  great  bustard  is  in  vast  numbers,  in  most  of  the 
middle  and  southern  plains,  especially  in  new  Castile, 
Estremadura  and  Andalusia.  In  the  winter  there  are 
great  numbers  in  the  delta  of  the  Guadalquivir. 

The  smaller  bustard  is  abundant  almost  every  where. 
I  never  saw  the  houbara,  which  appears  to  be  only  an 
accidental  visitor. 

OEDICNEMUS    CREPITANS. 

Thick  kneed  plover  or  bustard.  In  great  numbers 
near  Malaga,  and  other  parts  of  Andalusia. 

CHARADRIUS    PLUVIAL1S« 

Plover.  In  vast  numbers  in  the  winter  in  Andalusia. 
There  is  more  difficulty  in  giving  information  res- 
pecting the  aquatic  birds.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain 
•either  specimens,  or  acquire  intelligence  concerning 
them.  It  is  of  less  importance,  because,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  few  species,  they  consist  of  the  varieties 
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which  pass  through  nearly  every  part  of  Europe  in  the 
spring  and  autumn.  The  best  districts  are  the  mouths 
of  the  Guadalquivir  and  of  the  Ebro,  the  marshes  of 
Murcia,  and  the  lake  or  lagune  of  Albufera,  in  Valencia. 
This  last  is  a  large  expanse  of  water,  the  haunt  of  innu- 
merable wild  fowl  during  the  winter.  It  is  a  royal  de- 
mesne, but  is  farmed  out,  and  there  are  two  days,  called 
^'  entrada  general ",  when  every  one  has  the  privilege 
of  shooting.  One  of  these  days  is  in  November,  the 
other  I  think  in  February,  previous  to  the  departure  of 
the  birds.  On  these  days,  especially  the  first,  I  have 
understood  a  prodigious  slaughter  takes  place,  and  it 
would  certainly  repay  any  naturalist  who  could  be  pre- 
sent at  the  time.  I  have  heard  there  is  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  aquatic  birds  in  Murcia  in  the  winter. 

Amongst  the  rarer  species,  the  ardea  garzetta,  small 
egret,  abounds  in  the  western  coast  of  Andalusia,  and 
is  seen  on  the  mudbanks  in  Cadiz  harbour. 

The  taleve  or  porphyrion  most  probably  may  be 
found  in  the  rivers  of  Andalusia,  when  examined,  the 
flamingo,  phcenicopterus,  is  found  both  in  Andalusia, 
and  in  the  Albufera.  The  stork  inhabits  the  south  of 
Spain,  especially  Estremadura,  in  vast  numbers.  It 
migrates,  but  returns  very  early. 

MAMMALIA. 

QUADRUPEDS. 

The  bear  is  not  uncommon  in  the  Pyrennees,  but  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  it  be  found  now  in  any  other  part  of 
Spain,  having  vanished  with  the  forests.  I  enquired 
in  every  part,  but  never  ascertained  that  it  really  exists. 
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A  story  was  current  of  one  haTing  been  seen,  near 
St.-Ildefonsoy  some  years  back^  but  it  turned  out  to  be 
a  capudiin  with  hb  cowl  over,  at  hh  matins,  kneeling, 
which  Ggure  and  colour  are  by  no  means  unlike  the 
animal  in  question.  The  forest  which  occupied  the  site 
of  Madrid  abounded  with  them  three  or  four  centuries 
since^  The  last  were  killed  in  the  Serrania  de  Honda, 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  They  might  be  expected  to 
be  found  in  Asturias,  but  the  people  assured  me  they 
were  no  longer  met  with  • 

MUSTBLA. 

Martin.  I  saw  a  specimen  lately  taken  in  the  Py- 
rennces,  in  a  Tillage  between  Bagneres  de  Bigorre  and 
Luchon* 


CANIS. 

WOLF. 

In  vast  numbers  in  all  the  forests  of  Spain.  They 
abound  in  all  the  regions  where  there  is  shelter,  but 
are  most  numerous  in  the  Sierra  Morena,  where  they 
are  so  abundant  that  only  the  utmost  vigilance  of  dogs 
and  men  can  preserve  the  flocks.  A  proprietor  whose 
dogs  had  by  some  accident  been  inattentive,  lost  in  one 
night  eighty  sheep,  near  Cazalla.  An  incredible  num- 
ber have  been  killed  in  the  battues  in  those  districts 
when  well  managed.  They  are  equally  munerous  in 
the  Sierra  de  Segura. 
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FOX. 


The  fox  is  foand  in  great  numbers  in  every  part  of 
Spain,  probably  of  more  species  than  one. 

I  failed  in  ascertaining  whether  the  ferret,  which  is 
always  said  to  be  wild  in  the  south  of  Spain,  really  be 
found  there  or  not.  I  never  obtained  any  satisfactory 
information  on  the  subject,  and  believe  it  does  not 
exist  in  a  that  state. 

The  pointer  seems  to  be  the  only  species  used  for  the 
gun.  They  are  in  every  part,  and  excellent.  Those  of 
Ronda  and  of  Navarre  are  celebrated,  the  last  breed 
being  I  believe  more  difficult  to  break. 

There  is  a  species  of  spaniel  which  I  believe  is  native 
and  appears  well  bred,  but  I  never  saw  them  in  use. 
Besides  the  greyhound,  which  is  an  excellent  sort, 
there  is  a  species  of  lurcher,  called  podenco,  which  is 
very  much  used  in  Castile  for  hunting  the  rabbits  and 
hares.  In  the  Sierra  Morena  they  have  strong  and 
excellent  sheep  dogs  which  are  capable  of  attacking  a 
wolf  singly. 

FELIS. 

LYNX. 

The  lynx  is  not  uncommon  in  the  central  chain,  and 
abounds  in  the  Sierra  Morena.  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
species  of  that  in  the  centre,  but  the  other  appears  to  be 
identical  with  the  felis  pardinaofOkerandTemminck,  ex- 
cepting that  the  tail  is  very  short.  The  skins  are  brought 
to  Seville,  and  sold  to  make  the  short  jackets  so  much 
"Worn  in  Spain,  but  I  could  never  procure  one  quite 
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perfect.  One  nearly  so  was  sent  to  the  British  Museum. 
They  live  chiefly  on  the  rabbits  and  partridges,  which 
swarm  in  the  country.  There  are  said  to  be  two  kinds, 
but  I  never  saw  more  than  the  spotted  sort,  the  skins  of 
which  are  very  beautiful,  especially  the  old  ones*  The 
other  species  if  it  exists,  must  be  the  wild  cat.  The  lynx 
here  mentioned,  is  termed  in  the  country  gato  clavo. 


F.     CATUS. 

Wild  cat.  The  enormous  animal  mentioned  as  hario^ 
been  seen  at  Priego,  near  Cuenca,  is  the  only  indiyidoal 
which  came  under  my  observation.  It  differed  from 
any  one  of  the  species  I  have  seen  before  or  since, 
haying  subsequently  seen  the  cabinets  of  London,  Paris, 
Rome,  Munich  and  Geneva.  The  ears  were  short  and 
rounded,  having  an  appearance  like  those  of  an  animal 
which  had  been  cut,  which  the  others  have  not.  The 
size  was  at  least  double  any  one  I  ever  saw.  There  was 
a  broad  black  band  on  the  middle  of  the  back,  and  a 
smaller  on  each  side ;  also  on  the  head.  The  lov^er 
part  was  the  peculiar  reddish  grey  of  the  fox.  The 
head  was  very  large^  the  teeth  disproportionably  small, 
the  strength  of  course  being  in  the  arm.  The  tail  was 
tipped  with  black.  I  am  quite  satisfied  it  was  a  different 
species  from  the  others,  which  are  very  numerous  in 
the  collections  above  mentioned. 

The  marmot  is  not  found  in  the  Pyrennees,  where  it 
might  easily  be  introduced,  nor  I  believe  in  any  part  of 
Spain. 

The  wild  boar  is  not  uncommon  in  Castile,  and  in  the 
Sierra  Morena,  and  Estremadura. 
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CBRVUS. 


The  red  deer  is  said  to  be  yet  in  Asturias,  but  I  never 
saw  a  specimen.  It  is  not  improbable^  from  the  simi- 
larity of  the  country  to  its  habiut  of  Exmoor.  The 
common  deer  of  Spain,  of  which  species  I  am  i^orant, 
abounds  in  the  centre,  and  especially  in  the  Sierra 
Morena,  where  they  are  destroyed  in  great  numbers  in 
the  battues. 

The  roebuck  is  found  in  all  the  extent  of  the  country 
wherever  there  is  forest.  It  abound  in  the  Sierra  de 
Segnra. 

A  wild  goat  is  found  in  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  but  I 
could  not  satisfactorily  ascertain  of  what  species. 

The  bouquetin  or  ibex  is  still  on  the  south  side  of 
the  high  Pyrennees,  but  in  small  numbers,  and  I  have 
had  testimony  sufficient  to  prove  their  exi3tence  in  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  but  I  could  not  procure  a  specimen  at 
Granada,  where  I  was  assured  they  are  brought  by  the 
chasseurs  occasionally. 

The  chamois  is  found  in  vast  numbers  in  the  Pyrenn^s, 
I  believe  of  the  same  species  with  that  of  the  Alps,  but 
it  is  not,  that  I  am  aware,  in  the  interior,  unless  the 
goat  of  the  Sierra  de  Segura  be  identical  with  a  variety 
which  lives  in  the  forests  in  some  parts  of  the  Alps. 
The  hare  is  in  vast  numbers  in  every  part  of  Spain, 
where  they  are  destroyed  through  the  whole  year.  In 
Castile  they  are  extremely  strong,  and  afford  excellent 
coursing. 

The  rabbit  is  in  countless  numbers  in  the  Sierra 
Morena,  and  all  over  the  country  where  there  is  shelter 
for  them.     They  are,  as  is  well  known,  the  parent  stock 
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of  all  Europe.  The  fur  is  a  darker  iron  grey,  but  I 
noticed  no  other  difference  from  our  own,  their  habits 
being  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the  species  in  the 
north  of  Europe. 

REPTILES. 

The  lizards  are  in  prodigious  numbers  in  the  south, 
especially  in  lower  Andalusia,  where  the  large  green 
sort,  and  one,  of  equal  size,  of  a  deep  purple  and  brown, 
nearly  as  beautiful  as  the  other  speciesi  also  bounds. 
In  the  Tierra  Caliente,  I  noticed  a  very  small  q>ecie8 
with  a'  short  tail,  which  very  often  appeared .  WhateTcr 
be  the  cause^  they  always  moved  in  a  parallel  direction 
to  the  road,  keeping  by  the  side  of  it  and  rtuming  with 
incredible  celerity. 

The  snake  tribe,  if  1  may  judge  from  my  own  obser- 
vation, as  my  pursuits  led  me  very  much  to  the  places 
they  usually  haunt,  are  not  numerous.  They  are  said 
by  Cavanilles,  to  abound  in  the  eastern  part  of  Va- 
lencia. 

A  species  is  said  to  be  found  in  the  vale  of  the  lower 
Guadalquivir,  called  by  the  local  name  of  antar.  I  am 
quite  ignorant  of  the  species,  but  from  the  tales  of  many 
natives,  who  assert  that  it  is  of  small  size,  and  extremely 
venomous,  whilst  others  say  that  it  is  very  large.  I 
believe  it  to  be  wholly  fabulous.  The  name  is  quoted 
from  memory,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  correct.  Whatever 
it  be,  it  is  a  Moorish  word,  and  a  critic,  a  most  compe- 
tent judge,  told  me  the  word  had  been  inserted  iu  the 
dictionary  of  the  Academy  by  some  Andaluz,  and  ought 
not  to  be  therc^  as  it  was  not  Castilian. 

I  was  witness  to  the  activity  of  one  of  the  species  of 
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common  snakes,  in  taking  their  prey,  which  could  not 
have  been  excelled  in  the  tropics.     I  was  ascending  the 
Lomo  de  Vaca,  in  Murcia,  in  a  warm,  sunny  day,  when 
I  noticed  a  snake  issue  from  some  long  grass  in  pursuit 
of  a  small  quadruped.     I  instantly  stopped  the  mules, 
got  off,  and  hurried  to  the  spot,  where  I  arrived  just  as  the 
reptile  had  come  up  with  the  chase,  and  was  wriggling 
around  it  in  an  open  eoil,  raised  from  the  ground,  which 
completely  concealed  the  little  animal.     Inafew  seconds 
however,  the  folds  were  decreased,  and  drawn  quite  tight 
around  the  intended  prey,  which  was  either  a  dormouse, 
or  one  of  the  larger  species  of  field  mice.     The  poor 
animal  was  held  in  an  upright  position,  the  folds  en- 
veloping him  to   the  throat,    and    then  doubled  back 
downwards.    His  bright  eyes  starting  from  their  sockets 
annonnced  suffocation  to  be  close  at  hand.     In  this  po- 
sition 1  resolved  to  wait 'until  it  was  over,  and  then 
take  them  both.     Unluckily  1  had  called  to  the  guide 
to  shew  him  the  sight.     He  immediately  raised  a  huge 
fragment  of  schist  with  both  hands  which  would  have 
crushed  them  to  atoms.     I  spoke  to  him  to  desire  he 
would  proodre  a  stick,  when  the  snake  heard  me.     He 
put  ont  his  head  from  beneath  the  coil  to  reconnoitre, 
and  in  less  than  a  second  unloosed  his  hold,  when  both 
made  off,  at  a  rectangular  direction  to  each  other,  and 
effected   their    escape  into  a  heap    of   fragments,  for 
which  the    mouse   was   making   at   the    time   of  his 
capture. 
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Geology. 


'The  following  delineation  of  the  geological  features  of 
Spain,  as  they  have  offered  themselves  in  the  various 
parts  I  have  traversed^ust  be  understood  to  have  merely 
the  object  of  communicating  information  on  a  country 
which  in  that  more  than  any  other  is  almost  a  blank,  in 
the  map  of  science.  From  the  rapid  manner  in  which 
many,  of  the  observations  have  been  made,  more  cannot 
be  done,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  be  of  use  in 
guiding  those  who  have  more  leisure,  to  give  hereafter 
fuller  details,  especially  in  the  important  business  of 
finding  the  fossils  of  the  secondary  ranges,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  time,  and  the  assistance  of  native  and 
resident  contributors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  a  few 
years  the  science  may  be,  by  the  zeal  and  ability  of  those 
who  direct  it  in  the  countries  of  Europe  which  are  the 
most  advanced  in  this  important  branch,  by  working 
from  &xed  data  to  a  common  end,  put  it  on  such  a  foot- 
ing, that  the  arranging  and  classifying  the  formations, 
may  be  more  easy  and  simple  than  it  is  at  present. 

To  render  the  opportunities  1  had  of  seeing  a  country, 
which  it  is  to  be  regretted  so  few  people  have  visited, 
of  those  best  fitted  for  the  task,  of  some  utility,  there 
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were  two  methods ;  the  one,  of  selecting  spots  or  districts, 
and  by  close  and  diligent  investigation  of  them,  arrive  at 
an  exact  knowledge,  leaving  the  general  delineation  in 
the  state  it  now  is ;  the  other,  by  a  bolder  line,  to  take  a 
more  general  view,  and  describe  what  may  be  termed 
the  geographical  geology  of  the  country.  Many  cir- 
cumstances, unnecessary  to  enter  into,  induced  me  to 
prefer  the  latter,  and  the  result,  which  is  hoped  may  give 
some  new  information,  is  now  offered,  commencing  by 
the  central  region. 

The  centre  of  Spain  is  traversed  by  a  primary  range 
of  considerable  elevation,  which  divides  the  Castiles,  and 
I  believe  extends  into  Portugal.  Its  eastern  termination 
I  am  unable  to  state  exactly,  but  I  apprehend  it  passes 
under  the  secondary  formations,  principally  of  sandstone, 
and  other  secondary  strata,  which  form  the  lofty  up- 
lands of  the  Soria  district  in  old  Castile,  and  probably 
the  continuation  of  the  series  observed  between  Madrid 
and  Zaragoza.  This  range  is  of  considerable  elevation, 
forming  a  noble  chain  opposite  to  Ta  la  vera  de  la  Reyna 
and  the  Somosicrra  and  Guadarrama  Sierras,  opposite  to 
Madrid.  It  might  have  been  considered  in  the  olden 
time  as  the  spine  of  Spain,  so  important  a  feature  docs 
it  constitute  in  the  physical  delineation  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  surprising  it  should  have  escaped  that  or  some 
similar  denomination. 

The  formations  of  the  two  Castiles  are  completely  di- 
vided, in  the  western  part,  by  this  vast  barrier.  We 
shall  first  proceed  with  New  Castile.  At  the  foot  of  the 
range  opposite  to  Madrid,  which  is  principally  granite, 
is  a  mass  which  I  have  not  particularly  examined,  but  it 
appears  tobe  formed  of  the  delritusof  the  older  rocks,  as- 
sociated with  marles  and  gypsum,  in  which  Madrid  is  pla- 
2  19 
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ced.  It  also  contains  a  curious  magnesite,  which  occurs 
near  the  city,  and  a  deposit  of  bones  of  the  larger  mammi- 
feroe.  The  section  is  now  carried  across  the  country  to 
Cuencsy  by  Tarancon.  At  Arganda,  which  is  about 
three  leagues  from  Madrid,  appears  a  horizontal  deposite 
of  white  Uinestone,  associated  with  gypseous  marie,  and 
covering  the  heights  of  Perales,  Villarejo,  and  Tarancon. 
These  gypseous  marles  belong  probably  to  a  separate 
formation.  The  soil  from  the  limestone  is  excellent^ 
that  of  the  marie  much  inferior.  Above  Tarancon,  on 
the  route  to  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  the  first  feature  which 
offers  itself  is  a  mass  of  rock  gypsum,  in  regularly  incli- 
ned beds,  which  rises  to  a  few  hundred  feet,  a  conside- 
rable height  in  that  part  of  the  country.  This  is  soon 
succeeded  by  appearances  of  sandstone,  on  which  it 
seems  to  rest,  and  it  finally  disappears  before  reaching 
the  elevated  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Xucar 
from  those  of  the  Tagus.  This  ridge  is  red  sandstone  in 
horizontal  beds,  which  reach  to  near  Cuenca,  when  it  is 
succeeded  by  limestone,  which  there  is  a  tolerable  cer- 
tainty, overlays  it.  At  Cuenca,  nothing  is  seen  but 
limestone,  which  forms  what  is  called  the  Sierra  or 
upper  range.  The  sandstone  may  however  be  seen» 
passing  underneath  it,  in  the  Yal  de  Cabras  at  a  distance 
of  three  leagues  from  the  city,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  whole  chain  in  this  part  rests  upon  it,  the  sand- 
stone lying  mainly  in  horizontal  beds.  This  limestone 
forms  precipitous  cliffs,  of  moderate  elevation,  in  a  line 
from  Cuenca  to  Priego,  in  the  gorge  of  which  the  stream 
has  formed  a  considerable  deposit  of  tufo,  similar  to 
those  which  will  he  mentioned  hereader  in  the  southern 
provinces.  From  Priego  the  section  crosses  diagonally 
to  Guadalaxara^  passing  by  Sacedon.     This  country  is 
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formed  of  red  and  variegated  marlesy  associated  wilb, 
resting  on,  and  beyond  all  doubt  belonging  to  tlie  red 
sandstone,  wbich  Ibrms  the  substructure  of  the  whole* 
The  Guadiela,  which  is  the  western  branch  of  the 
Tagus,  has  its  course  deeply  cut  in  this  sandstone,  and 
nothing  is  seen  underneath  it.  The  mass  of  marie  is  of 
considerable  thickness,  and  forms  hills  of  moderate  ele- 
yations,  deep  and  open  Tallies  having  been  worn  by  the 
waters,  leaving  gentle  undulations,  and  forming  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  territories  in  the  world.  The  summits 
of  these  heights  across  a  considerable  tract  are  invariably 
covered  by  a  horizontal  deposit  of  white  limestone,  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Arganda  and  Tarancon.  These  formations 
of  marles,  covered  by  thin  courses  of  limestone,  varying 
only  in  the  indenture  of  the  vallies,  which  in  the  tongue 
between  the  Tagus  and  Guadiela  and  near  the  course  of 
the  former  river  are  more  precipitous  than  in  the  other 
parts;  extend  from  Priego  across  the  Alcarria  into  the 
province  of  Guadalaxara,  and  east  as  far  as  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stera  which  is  to  the  eastward  of  Alcolca  on 
the  road  to  Zaragoza,  where  they  appear  to  rest  on  the 
sandstone  formation  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Ebro  from  those  of  the  Tagus.  About  this  point  I  lost 
trace  of  the  formation,  but  I  do  not  give  it  as  the  real 
termination. 

This  long  line  is  only  broken  by  a  mass  of  secondary 
limestone,  evidently  similar  to  that  of  the  Sierra  de 
Cuenca,  which  appears  near  Sacedon,  and  forms  a  range 
of  considerable  height,  the  Tagus  passing  through  it. 
The  extent  of  the  sandstone  formation  to  the  north  of 
Guadalaxara  was  not  seen,  but  it  probably  rests  on  the 
great  primary  formation  whicli  is  seen  beyond  the  plain, 
and  may  no  doubt  be  made  out  in  the  district  of  Gogol* 
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ludo,  from  which  neighbouriiood  terebratulaare  brought 
and  sold  in  the  fair  at  Madrid  as  curiosities^  and  1  have 
understood  there  are  traces  of  coal  near  it. 

On  the  side  of  Madrid  from  Guadalaxara  near  Alcala 
de  Henares,  the  red  marie  >vhich  forms  the  soil  of  the 
rich  plain  of  Guadaiaxara  is  succeeded  by  yrbite  and 
gypseous  clay  which  forms  the  dismal  country  immedia* 
tely  around  the  metropolis.  At  Colmenar,  near  Aran- 
juezy  is  a  formation  of  white  limestone  exactly  similar  in 
appearance  to  that  mentioned  in  this  section,  which  is 
wrought  for  sculpture  and  other  purposes  at  Madrid. 
This  is  no  doubt  the  same  formation^  but  I  had  not  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  it. 

The  limestone  which  is  traced  in  this  section  in  a  trian- 
gular direction  of  which  the  apex  is  near  Priego,  a  distance 
altogether  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles^  appears  to 
have  been  deposited  horizontally  on  the  marie  belonging 
to  the  red    sandstone   which   underlies  the  Sierra  de 
Cuenca  on  its  northern  side.     It  is  quite  different  in 
every  respect  from  the  secondary  limestone  which  forms 
that  Sierra,  and  which  occurs  again  as  mentioned  in  the 
middle  of  the  section,  near  the  confluence  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Tagus  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sacedon. 
This  deposit  is  not  only  different  from  that  secondary 
rock,  but  from  every  other  seen  by  me  in  Spain^     It 
has  apparently  been  very  little  disturbed  since  its  depo- 
sition, the  vallies  having  been  swept  out  without  derang- 
ing the  remaining  parts*     It  is  spread  horizontally  over 
a  lai^e  tract  of  country.     I  never  discovered  any  organic 
remains  in  any  part  of  it,  but  it  has  entirely  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  fresh  water  or  lacustrine  deposition,  which 
would  seem  to  have  covered  that  extensive  surface  at  a 
period  subsequent  to  the  raising  of  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,, 
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and  occupies  a  large  territory  between  that  Sierra  and 
the  primary  range  of  the  Guadarrama,  both  branches  of 
the  Tagus  above  and  below  their  junclion  (lowing  through 
it.  The  thickness  varies  considerably,  but  in  general  it 
is  only  a  few  feet,  and  it  is  completely  different  irom  any 
of  the  numerous  varieties  of  secondary  limestone  of  the 
southern  range. 

It  must  be  observed  that  this  lacustrine  deposit  occu* 
pies  a  similar  situation,  geographically ,  with  exten- 
sive  horizontal  deposits  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
are  both  marine  and  freshwater,  in  old  Castile,  and 
which  lie  respectively  between  the  secondary  range  or 
barrier  of  the  north  division  of  the  great  plateau,  and 
the  great  dorsal  or  primary  central  range  which  sepa- 
rates the  two  Castiles.  These  interesting  deposits  would 
cause  it  to  be  inferred  that  both  parts  or  divisions  o 
the  great  table  of  Castile  have  been  covered  by  M^ater. 
at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  occupation  of  their  pre 
sent  position  by  the  two  flanking  chains  of  the  north 
and  south,  the  great  central  range  separating  them  res* 
pectively. 

The  Sierra  de  Cuenca  on  the  northern  side  is  little 
more  than  an  elevated  plateau  with  peaks  moderately 
elevated  above  the  great  table  of  Castile.  From  infor- 
mation I  have  received,  the  sandstone  on  which  it  rests 
appears  at  its  southern  foot  above  the  plain  of  Valencia 
to  which  the  descent  is  more  rapid.  An  opinion  is 
held  iu  the  country  that  this  limestone  alternates  with 
the  sandstone,  but  I  have  doubts  on  this  subject  and  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  mass  of  it  rests  on  the  sandstohe. 

I  was  informed  by  professor  Garcia  of  Madrid  that 
orthoceratites  were  found  near  Cuenca,  but  I  know  not 
the  locality. 
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The  sections  of  new  Casiite  tire  now  resamed  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid,  and  carried  to  the  west 
through  Estremadura*  Beyond  Aranjuez  the  gypseous 
marles  appear  to  the  right  of  the  Tagus  and  form  the 
dismal  country  of  Ocaga,  The  country  intervening 
between  the  two  roads  of  La  Mancha  in  a  direction 
from  Albacete  to  Yaldepenas  is  limestone  of  the  marly 
kind  which  occurs  so  much  in  the  south,  but  it  was  not 
particularly  examined.  Beyond  Yaldepenas  the  pri* 
mary  range  of  the  Sierra  Morena  appears  wfaidi  divides 
this  district  from  the  regions  of  Andalusia.  The  imme- 
diate country  of  Valdepeiias  'in  marly  limestone  resting 
on  primary  slate  which  I  saw  on  descending  into  the 
deep  cellars  of  that  place  in  order  to  dip  mto  the  ti- 
naxas.  A  detached  mass,  probably  of  secondary  or 
tertiary  formation  is  seen  to  the  right  of  the  road  from 
Madrid,  in  which  I  have  been  informed  fossils  have  been 
found,  The  whole  of  this  must  apparently  be  consi- 
dered as  detached  or  subordinate  parts  of  the  great 
southern  secondary  range^  which  covers  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena in  ihe  neighbourhood  of  Alcaraz.  In  descending 
the  Tagus  from  Aranjuez,  the  primary  formation  of  the 
central  range  closes  in,  and  soon  forms  a  continuous 
mass,  parts  of  it  being  thiuly  covered  by  alluvions  and 
transported  materials.  At  Toledo  the  country  is  chiefly 
granite  A.t  the  Puente  de  Almaraz  are  slates  vertically 
thrown  up,  running  north  and  south,  and  at  the  Puerto 
de  Miravele  quartzose  and  other  rocks.  AtTruxillois 
granite.  The  greater  part  of  the  wide  range  of  Estre^ 
madura,  from  the  Tagus  to  the  Sierra  Morena  appears 
to  be  primary,  covered  by  alluvions  and  transported 
materials,  which  no  doubt  form  the  country  at  the 
mouth    of   the    Guadiana.      At    Merida,    greenstone, 
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and  at  Badajoz,  limeslonc,  probably  of  ihe  primary  se- 
ries, on  which  is  built  the  fort  of  St. -Cristobal,  are  the 
preTailing  rocks.  The  portion  of  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena  between  Badajoz  and  Seville  is  composed  of 
rocks  of  many  sorts,  slates,  granular  limestone,  horn- 
blend,  etc. 


OLD   CAST  I  LB. 

The  upper  parts  of  old  Castile  from  the  right  of  the 
Ebro  1  have  been  informed  are  of  sandstone,  which  in 
all  probability  covers  the  primary  central  range  and  is 
connected  with  the  formation  which  is  on  the  right  of 
the  Ebro  in  Aragoii  *. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Burgos  are  sandstone  and 
limestone,  which  appear  to  be  connected  with  the  bold 
limestone  formation  of  Pancorbo  and  to  stretch  away  to 
the  lofty  uplands  of  Soria,  probably  forming  an  uninter- 
rupted series  with  that  between  new  Castile  and  Aragon. 
The  citadel  of  Burgos  is  on  limestone  covered  by  a  more 
recent  deposit,  containing  some  marine  remains. 

Between  Burgos  and  Yalladolid  are  a  series  of  horizon- 
tal beds  which  require,  and  would  well  repay  examina- 
tion. Some  beds  contain  marine  shells  but  in  small 
quantities.  They  valley  of  the  Pisuerga  is  bounded  by 
and  has  apparently  been  excavated  out  of  these  beds. 
At  Yalladolid  are  beds  of  clay  and  sand,  covered  near 
Fuen  Saldana  by  a  conglomerate.  These  beds  of  clay 
and  transported  materials  extend  to  the  flank  of  the 
great  central  chain  which  separates  it  from  new  Castile 
and  rest  upon  it,  near  the  range  of  the  Guadarrama. 

*  I  was  indeklcd  for  this  information  to  the  Con<l«  de  Villafuerle,  of  Tolosa. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lerma  is  a  white  limestone 
bearing  some  resemblance  in  appearance  to  the  inte- 
resting formation  of  new  Castile,  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mindy  that  the  derated  central  primary  chain  se- 
parates these  deposits.  The  whole  of  the  lower  part  of 
old  Castile  between  Yalladolid,  Benevente,  and  Leon, 
is  a  continuous  mass  of  clay  and  transported  materials 
passing  into  sand  or  gravel,  resting  on  the  great  range 
which  separates  it  from  AstuHas.  I  was  incapacitated 
by  an  accident  which  had  happened  to  me  from  at- 
tending to  the  formations  on  the  flank  of  this  chain  in 
descending  from  the  Puerto  de  Pajares,  but  |  observed 
fragments  of  limestone  containing  orthoceratites  and 
numroulites  on  the  way  to  Leon.  The  gypsiferous  marles 
of  new  Castile  are  wanting  in  the  parts  of  the  other 
province  I  traversed,  and  the  soil  is  generally  more 
sandy  than  in  the  sister  plain.  I  believe  the  sandy  struc- 
ture increases  towards  Salamanca,  which  district  I  had 
not  the  apporlunity  of  examining. 


NORTH   COAST. 

From  the  Pyrennees  there  is  an  uninterrupted  succes- 
sion of  sandstone  and  limestone,  metalliferous  and  carbo- 
niferous, extending  to  Asturias.  The  coast  line  is  nearly 
parallel  to  these  formations,  and  is  formed,  sometimes  of 
one,  sometimes  of  the  other.  The  general  form,  direc- 
tion and  composition  of  these  formations  might  cause 
it  to  be  inferred  that  the  chain  is  the  prolongation  of 
the  western  flank  of  the  Pyrennees.  A  nummulite  lime 
stone  is  seen  near  Riba  de  Cella  between  Santander  and 
Gijon.     West  of  Riba  de  Cella,  the  limestone  foims  bold 
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mountains,  which  close  in  upon  the  coast,  after  which  is 
a  vast  6eld  of  sandstone,  almost  continuous,  traversed 
by  thin  beds  of  limestone,  and  extending  over  the 
whole  country  of  Oviedo  from  the  central  chain  of  the 
interior,  which  separates  it  from  Castile,  until  it  is  lost 
in  the  ocean  at  Cape  Penas. 

These  formations  continue  uninterruptedly,  and  con- 
tain the  remarkable  deposite  of  coal  of  which  mention 
is  made  in  the  visit  to  the  province,  and  in  the  account 
of  the  mines.     The  beds  are  all  vertical  or  nearly  so, 
and  in  the  route  to  the  Puerto  de  Pajares  near  Campo 
manes,  is  a  section  with  impressions  of  very  large  plants 
also  upright.     There  are  grits  and   conglomerates  of 
various    kinds   in  the  usual  style  of  coal  formations, 
and   the  miners  informed  me  they  occasionally   found 
impression  of  plants  in  the  seams.     With  the  exception 
of  a  coralline  found  near  Cape  Penas  in  one  of  the  hands 
of  limestone,  I  did  not  meet  with  any  organic  remains 
in  this  most  interesting  formation.     The  coal  strata  are 
cut  through  by  the  deep  course  of  the  Nalon,  which  has 
precipitous  banks  on  either  side,  in  which  the   strata 
are  seen,  extending  to  an  estimated  distance   of  four 
leagues,  seventeen  miles.     The  quantity  of  coal  is  enor- 
mous, and  scarcely  any  has  yet  been  extracted.     It  is 
however  a  most  blind  country  to  the  geologist,  the  rocks 
being  covered  up  with  luxuriant  vegetation  in  almost 
every  part,  rendering  continuous  observation  extremely 
difficult   and  almost  impossible.     In   approaching   the 
central  chaiii,  beds  of  slate  appear,  and  are  thrown  up 
regularly   to   the    centre,    which    is  black   and    while 
limestone.      On   the  southern   side   are  a    variety    of 
beds  quite  different  from  those  on  the  northern  side, 
but  I  regret  that  an  accident  which   wholly   incapaci- 
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lated  mc  from  working,  prevented  my  taking  more  than 
a  hasty  and  imperfect  view  of  this  range.  Notwith- 
standing the  oniDterrapted  continuation  of  these  sands- 
tones and  limestones  along  the  north  coast,  there  is 
great  reason  to  believe,  that  the  axis  changes  either 
near  Santander  or  at  the  elevated  range  of  Riba  de 
Cella,  leaving  the  younger  beds  nearer  to  the  Pyren- 
nees,  and  the  older  which  include  the  great  coal  basin 
of  Asturias,  to  another  axis,  possibly  the  primary  forma- 
tion of  the  west  of  Asturias.  There  is  no  reason  whate- 
ver to  suppose  that  the  real  coal  formations  of  Astu- 
rias  are  otherwise  than  much  older,  and  probably  quite 
independent  of  the  carboniferous  limestones  of  the  vici- 
nity of  Yittoria  and  Oyarzun,  although  the  sandstone 
and  limestone  occur  uninterruptedly  between  these 
distant  points.  Sec  the  desiderata  at  the  end  of  the 
chapter. 
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ARAGON. 


On  the  route  from  Madrid  to  Zaragoza,  the  horizonul 
deposit  of  limestone,  resting  on  red  marie,  as  before 
mentioned,  is  succeeded  by  sandstone,  and  other  beds 
which  extend  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ariza.  Below 
that  place,  in  following  the  Xalon,  there  are  appearances 
of  a  regular  axis  near  Alhama  de  Aragon.  This  axis  is 
of  slates  nearly  vertical,  and  running  in  a  line  of  bear- 
ing towards  the  great  isolated  mountain  of  the  Sierra 
de  Moncayo,  near  the  Ebro,  on  the  frontier  of  Aragon 
and  old  Castile,  which  I  have  been  informed  is  also  of 
slate.  This  formation  is  of  great  importance  in  the 
geology  of  the  centre  of  Spain ,  and  requires  examina- 
tion. On  this  account  only  is  it  noticed,  as  I  passed  it 
rapidly,  and  had  no  time  for  detailed  observations,  but  • 
it  is  too  essential  to  be  omitted  in  a  region  where 
there  are  so  few  landmarks  to  direct  the  course  of  the 
geologist. 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  this  is  part  of  a  forma- 
tion at  Molina  de  Aragon,  in  which  are  the  copper  mines. 
It  extends  beyond  Calatayud,  where  the  red  sandstone 
appears  to  rest  on  it,  which  seems  in  its  turn  to  be 
covered  by  white  gypseous  marles,  and  that  by  a  mass 
of  transported  materials,  which  form  the  country  near 
Zaragoza,  and  the  immediate  vale  of  the  Ebro. 

In  upper  Aragon  and  Catalonia  are,  as  far^as  my  obser- 
vations and  information  go,  a  series  of  secondary  for- 
mations, principally  limestone  and  sandstone,  which 
may  very  probably  be  traced  to  a  connection  with  the 
great  limestone  range  through  which  the  Ebro  breaks 
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at  Tortosa,  and  which  from  that  point  forms  a  nearly 
uninterrupted  line  to  Gibraltar. 


ON  THE   SOUTH  OF  SPAIN. 

SIERRA    DE   SEGURA* 

The  great  plateau,  or  table  land  of  new  Castile,  is^sup- 
ported,  on  its  southern  side,  by  the  vast  limestone  range, 
part  of  which  has  been  mentioned  as  the  Sierra  de 
Cueuca.  It  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Murcia  and  Valencia,  ending  abruptly  in  the  magnificent 
cliffs  of  Cape  St.-Martin,  to  the  west  of  Valencia,  and 
at  Carthagena,  where  the  harbour  is  an  indenture  into 
the  secondary  limestone.  The  greater  part  however, 
excepting  in  these  places,  b  covered  at  its  southern 
foot  by  recent  formations,  as  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after. 

In  following  the  central  part  of  this  range  from  the 
Sierra  de  Cuenca  to  the  west,  we  meet  with  the  Sierra 
de  Segura,  which  I  followed  from  its  commencement 
near  Baza  to  the  %illage  of  Segura  de  la  Sierra,  and 
Orcera.  The  whole  formed  nearly  one  unbroken  mass 
of  limestone,  white  and  grey,  but  weathering  blue  in 
places.  The  part  of  it  which  terminates  at  Pozo  de 
Alcon  near  Baza,  is  covered  by  various  masses  of  recent 
gypsiferous  sandstone  and  transported  -materials,  which 
are  to  the  north  of  the  basin  of  Baza.  There  are  however 
detached  peaks  rising  like  islands  in  the  midst  of  these 
recent  formations,  and  the  Sierra  de  Baza,  which  is  the 
largest  of  them,  extends  towards  the  Sierra  Nevada. 
The  main  secondary  range  then  turns  or  trends,  in  nau- 
tical language,  away  to  the  north  from  Pozo  de  Alcon^ 
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forming  the  lofty  rang^e  of  Jaen,  where  it  is  nearly  white, 
and  passes  by  the  Sierra  ile  Loia  to  Antequera,  and  by  the 
Serrania  de  Honda  to  Gibraltar,  where  it  forms,  without 
doubt,  the  Peuon  or  rock,  and  the  opposite  range  of 
Ape's  Hill,  on  the  other  side  the  straits.  To  return  to 
the  Sierra  de  Segura.  At  iu  southern  commencement, 
near  Baza,  there  is  no  appearance  of  the  nnderstructure, 
the  whole  mass  visible  being  homogeneous.  In  the  Sierra 
de  Cazoria,  a  division  of  it,  where  the  Guadalquivir 
has  its  source,  it  seen  associated  a  brown  steatitic  slate 
in  thin  laminae,  which  is  probably  of  the  older  series, 
or  immediately  connected  with  it.  At  the  source  of  the 
Segura  the  limestone  is  milk  white. 

In  this  chain,  the  most  rapid  fall  is  to  the  western 
side,  or  to  Andalusia,  where  are  bold  and  precipitous 
cliffs.  On  the  side  of  Murcia  it  b  more  regular  and 
gradual,  being  inversely  the  order  of  the  Sierra  de 
Cuenca,  where  the  rapid  descent  is  on  the  southern 
face,  and  that  on  the  north  is  little  more  than  an  eleva* 
ted  plateau,  as  before  mentioned. 

Below  Orcera,  in  the  bed  of  the  Guadalquivir,  granite 
appears,  being  the  last  visible  line  of  the  southern  and 
lower  part  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  in  the  parallel  of  Aica- 
raz,  where  it  is  understood  the  higher  part  of  it  passes 
under  the  limestone  of  the  same  range.  Lower  down 
red  and  variegated  marlcs  and  sandstones  are  seen,  near 
Veas,  and  again  at  Linares,  where  the  granite  is  immedia- 
lely  covered  by  thin  beds  of  marie,  over  which  is  the 
sandstone. 

These  observations  are  of  some  imporUnce  in  the 
determining  the  relative  positions  of  strata,  ou  a  large 
scale.  They  were  made  in  1830,  and  confirmed  subse- 
quently by  visiting  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  where  the 
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respeciiTe  sitoation  of  the  limestone  is  better  seen,  only 
that  that  of  the  marlesis  inverted,  as  in  the  last  district 
they  rest  on  the  sandstone,  of  which  the  substructure 
is  not  visible.  I  never  saw  the  junction  of  the  limestone 
formation  at  Orcera,  as  it  is  covered  up  by  landslips  and 
laxoriant  vegetation,  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  may  be 
found  by  following  the  line  of  the  Sierra  to  the  south 
and  no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist,  of  the  relative  po- 
sition being  as  here  stated,  and  that  this  vast  range 
rests  on  red  sandstone  with  its  marie,  over  granite. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  I  ascertained  at  Granada, 
where  it  is  brought  for  domestic  purposes,  that  an  entire 
cerroy  or  mountain,  of  red  sandstone  exists  near  Cabril^ 
las,  between  Ubeda  and  Granada,  which  will  probably 
repay  a  visit  to  compare  its  position  with  that  of  tlie 
limestone  of  the  more  recent  formation,  now  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

From  Yeas,  near  which  the  red  sandstone  and  marlcs 
are  seen,  and  which  is  in  a  small  valley  near  the  con- 
fluence of  a  stream,  on  the  left  of  the  Guadalimar,  com- 
mences a  series  of  beds  of  clay,  forming  hills  of  moderate 
elevation,  and  rising  gradually  to  the  Lomo  or  ridge  of 
Ubeda,  on  which  that  city  and  Baeza  are  built.  The 
summit  of  it  is  covered,  at  Torre  de  Ubeda,  by  a  green- 
ish friable  sandy  grit,  precisely  of  the  same  character  as 
the  lacustrine  formation  of  Alhama  de  Granada,  and  bear^ 
ing  strong  evidence  ofa  similar  deposit  having  existed- 
resting  on  these  marles,  which  are  geographically  separa- 
ted from  that  of  Alhama  by  the  secondary  range  of  Jaciu 

Below  this  ridge  of  Ubeda,  in  descending  to  Linares,, 
is  indurated  white  marie,  which,  with  conglomerates,, 
also  extends  in  the  direction  of  Jaen .  These  beds  of  clay  ^ 
or  marie,  agree  in  character  with  the  gypsiferous  marles 
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of  different  parts  of  the  north  side  of  Andalusia,  and, 
beyond  doubt,  rest  on  the  sandstone  and  marles  which 
coyer  the  ^anite  at  Linares,  in  their  turn  supporting 
the  lacustrine  formation,  if  it  prove  to  be  so,  of  Torre 
de  Ubeda. 

At  Jaen,  the  above  mentioned  formations  are  asso- 
ciated with,  and  appear  to  rest  on  the  secondary  range 
which  is  the  prolongation  of  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  as 
before  mentioned,  united  by  the  Sierra  de  Cabra.  At 
Jaen  it  is  of  great  height  and  the  mass  which  is  crossed 
in  proceeding  to  Granada  is  of  considerable  breadth, 
reaching  nearly  seventy  miles.  I  saw  green  stone  ap* 
pearing  underneath  in  places,  and  probably  near  Cam- 
pillo,  from  information  I  received,  there  is  serpentine, 
with  some  graphite. 

This  secondary  range  passes  quite  clear  to  the  north 
of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the 
recent  formation  of  the  plain  in  front  of  the  city,  although 
a  connection  might  probably  be  found,  to  the  east  of 
the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  with  the  marles  and  secondary  li'* 
mestone,  which  rest  on  the  north  eastern  shoulder  of  the 
mountain,  in  the  line  of  Guadix. 

From  Jaen  the  secondary  formation  continues  to  Loxa, 
and  thence  to  Antequera.  On  its  northern  side  are 
marles,  stones,  and  gypsiferous  marles  and  clays,  which' 
form  the  country  of  Cordova,  Ecija,  and  Antequera,  in 
the  plain  of  which  are  salt  springs. 

These  beds  of  clay  are  broken  off*  at  Estepa,  to  the 
west  of  Ecija,  by  a  formation  of  limestone,  noticed  in 
the  marbles,  and  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  primary 
formation,  but  which  1  had  no  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining. 
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the  Sierra  Nevada,  llie  greater  part  of  which  on  the 
northern  side,  is  a  mass  of  mica  slate  and  serpentine, 
rises  to  a  height  estimated  by  Roxas  de  San  Clemente 
to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  highest  points  of  the  Py- 
rennees.  It  is  however  of  comparatively  small  extent, 
soon  disappearinf}*  under  the  secondary  and  recent  for- 
mations which  surround  it  on  all  sides.  The  southern 
flanks  form  the  deep  vallies  of  the  Alpujarras,  the  sum- 
mits of  which  I  believe  to  be  chiefly  secondary  limestone, 
resting  on  slates,  grecnslone,  primary  limestone  and 
others  of  the  older  rocks.  The  slates,  most  of  which 
are  in  a  state  of  disintegration,  hourly  perishing  by  the 
tveather,  and  are  highly  metalliferous,  form  the  princi- 
pal feature  in  the  vallies  of  that  district  which  I  have 
traversed.  Of  unknown  age,  but  probably  of  the  older 
series,  is  the  limestone  of  the  Sierra  de  Gador,  where  are 
the  lead  mines.  I  missed  the  junction  in  the  line  I  fol- 
lowed in  search  of  it  but  it  agrees  very  much  in  character 
with  the  mass  w^hich  lies  immediately  on  the  mica  slate, 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  range,  and  in  its  minera- 
logical  character  is  quite  difi'erent  from  any  of  the  known 
secondary  limestones  of  the  country.  The  coast  line 
will  be  mentioned  with  the  general  outline  of  that  of 
the  Mediterranean  *. 


*  My  stay  in  tbc  inlcresUng  neighbourhood  of  Gador  was  cxlremely  short,  as  t 
thought  it  better  in  that  and  other  instances,  to  sacrifice  localities,  of  which  there  it 
tn  absolute  certainty  that  the  superintendant  of  mine»  must  arrive  at  the  knowledge 
of,  and  give  my  lime  to  the  countries  which  were  less  likely  to  be  examined.  The 
same  observations  apply  to  the  part  along  the  French  frontiers,  on  both  sides  of  Cata- 
Ionia»  Na\-arrc,  and  the  Provincias. 

3  ao 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


806  SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN. 

NORTRERn    SIDE    OF    THE   SIERRA    NEVADA. 

The  north  side  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  as  is  well  known, 
supports  the  great  table  land  of  Granada,  which  may  be 
taken  at  two  thousand  feel  elevation  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  The  centre  nucleus  of  the  mountain  is  mica 
slate,  which  I  believe  forms  the  summit  of  it.  Associated 
with  it  is  the  serpentine  formation  of  the  barranco  de  San 
Juan,  near  the  sources  of  the  Xenil.  On  this  is  placed  a 
mass  of  limestone,  which  no  doubt  must,  from  its  situa- 
tuation,  be  referred  to  the  same  ancient  formation.  The 
junction  is  seen  in  ascending  from  the  city  by  the  road 
of  the  barranco  de  San  Juan,  to  the  left  of  that  of  the 
Nievc,  used  for  the  supply  of  the  city  with  that  article, 
opposite  to  the  village  of  Huejar. 

This  limestone  ends  abruptly  at  a  comparatively  small 
distance  from  the  city,  above  the  village  of  Monachil. 
Against  it  lies  an  enormous  deposit  of  rolled  and  trans- 
ported materials^  the  ruin  of  former  formations,  which 
descend  with  a  rapid  talus  to  the  city.  The  Alhambra 
and  upper  parts  of  the  city  stand  on  the  last  elevation  of 
it,  above  the  Vega,  which  appears  to  be  formed  of  the 
silt  and  finer  materials  of  it.  The  highest  point  of  this 
mass  I  estimated  at  three  thousand  feet  above  the  Vega, 
and  in  an  apex  I  noticed  a  small  horizontal  deposit  of 
sand,  proving,  from  its  position,  that  there  had  been  a 
tranquil  deposition  and  a  subsequent  destruction  of  the 
surrounding  parts.  This  mass  is  cut  through  by  ihe 
Xenil;  and  the  Monachil  and  Darro,  its  principal  tribu- 
taries. There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  deposit  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city.  That  under  the  Alhambra 
is  composed  of  primary  rocks,  almost  if  not  quite  exclu- 
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sivcly.  The  cement  of  this  part  weathers  a  blood  red, 
and  from  il  proceed  the  gold  washings  which  the  people 
imagine  to  be  connected  with  that,  instead  of  the  true 
cause.  To  the  east  of  the  city  the  deposit  is  of  much 
more  recent  rocks,  consisting  almost  wholly  of  limestone, 
apparently  secondary,  and  loosely  held  together,  whilst 
the  other  part  is  extremely  compact,  and  affords  the 
numerous  habitations  of  the  troglodyte-Hispano-Moro- 
Egypto  population  of  the  place. 

The  lower  part  of  this  conglomerate  ends  abruptly  at 
the  point  where  the  city  is  placed,  in  the  immediate  vici- 
nity of  which,  near  Azubia,  is  indurated  red  marie,  and 
calcareous  conglomerate.     Below  this  is  the  Vega,  the 
soil  of  which  is  sand  and  pebbles,  passing  into  clay, 
beyond  doubt  composed  of  the  finer  parts  of  the  deposit 
and  ruin  above  mentioned.     The  sand  is  regularly  stra- 
tified in  places,  and  forms  beds  near  the  city,  sufficiently 
compact  to  be  wrought  for  inferior  purposes,  and  it  has 
been  used  in  constructing  the  curious  wall  in  the  Alham- 
bra,  attributed  to  the  Phoenicians.     In  other  parts  of 
this  formation,  the  beds  have  been  slightly  raised  since 
their  deposition,  possibly  by  the  same  operations  that 
drained  the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Alhama,  which  were 
not  improbably  the  last  great  changes  to  which  this  cu- 
rious region  has  been  subjected.     A  league  distant  from 
the  termination  of  this  recent  deposit,  is  the  Sierra  de 
Elvira,  a  secondary  limestone,  of  dark  grey  with  red 
veins,  which  is  extensively  worked,  having  been  from 
all  time  the  principal  building  stone  for  better  purposes 
at  Granada.     The  beds  of  this  Sierra  are  in  part  regu- 
larly inclined  to  the  north,  as  if  they  depended  on  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  from  which  it  is  detached  by  the  short 
distance  of  about  two  leagues  in  a  straight  line.     There 
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is  strong  presumptiye  evidence  of  the  whole  intenrenin^; 
mass,  between  the  older  limestone  on  the  flank  of  the 
mountain  and  this  secondary  range,  having  been  destroy- 
edy  and  that  its  ruins,  in  part,  form  that  division  of  the 
conglomerate,  which  is  to  the  east  of  the  city.  In  the 
illustrative  sketch  this  is  referred  to  by  D.  In  beds  of 
this  limestone  of  the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  was  found  a  new 
and  beautiful  ammonite,  named  Gori,  after  the  Duke  of 
Gor^  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  the  information  that 
fossib  existed  in  that  Sierra,  and  a  great  deal  of  other  va- 
luable intelligence  respecting  the  province  of  Granada. 
It  appears  to  be  connected  with  the  great  secondary 
chain  of  Loxa  which  passes  to  the  north  of  it.  If  it  be  a 
part  of  it,  it  is  one  of  the  older  members,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  clear,  that  that  chain  belongs  to  the  Sierra  Nevada, 
which  the  Elvira  very  evidently  does*. 

To  return  to  the  recent  formations  of  Granada.  Beyond 
the  Vega  are  vast  beds  of  clay  and  sand,  associated  v^ith 
which  is  gypsum  and  salt.  Future  observation  must 
determine,  whether  these  clays  belong  to  the  formation 
of  the  Vega,  or  are  of  older  dale.  Associated  with  this 
gypsifcrous  clay  is  a  recent  marine  formation,  composed 
almost  entirely  of  exuvise,  and  containing  pectens  and 
no  doubt  other  shells.  It  is  seen  near  Escuzar,  three 
leagues  from  Granada,  where  it  forms  an  elevated  ridge, 
descending  in  a  line  to  Padul.  I  estimated  the  highest 
point  of  this  marine  formation  at  one  thousand  feet 
above  the  Vega,  giving  three  thousand  for  its  elevation 
above  the  sea.     It  b  wrought  for  domestic  use  at  Gra- 

^  By  a  commiiiiicaUon  made  to  me  by  my  friend  Colonel  Silrertop,  he  has  tinet 
lound  ammonites  similar  to  those  of  the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  near  Anteqnera,  wfaicJi 
might  favour  the  supposition  of  this  Ba»  being  of  similar  fonotuition,  allhooghil 
dees  not  prove  it. 
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nada^  where  it  is  next  in  quality  to  the  limestone  of  Elvira^ 
being  better  than  the  sandstone  of  the  Yega.  This  de^ 
posit  is  of  great  interest  in  this  upland  region.  It  is 
associated  with,  and  lies  geographically  between,  the 
gypsiferous  and  saliferous  marles  at  La  Mala,  and  the 
lacustrine  formation  of  Alhama^  which  is  probably  the 
most  recent  of  all  the  formations  of  the  table  land  of  Gra- 
nada. The  situation  of  this  marine  deposit  makes  it 
extremely  difficult  lo  ascertain  its  relations  with  the 
marie,  as  it  is  almost  entirely  covered  up,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  unlikely,  that  both  it  and  the  basin  of  Alhama 
rest  upon  the  gypsiferous  formation.  All  this  mass 
appears  to  rest  on  the  secondary  red  sandstone,  marly  and 
other  limestones,  which  form  the  Sierra  de  Tejeda,  and 
that  to  repose  on  mica  slate,  the  prolongation  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  to  the  west. 

On  the  route  to  Motril  and  the  Alpujarras,  after  leaving 
the  sand,  clay,  and  marles  which  form  the  Suspiro  del 
Moro,  you  descend  to  Padul,  a  village  situated  at  the 
head  of  a  small  marshy  plain,  drained  in  modern  times, 
and  exhibiting  the  last  remains  of  the  fresh  water  for- 
mations of  this  upland  region.  The  approach  to  the  sea 
is.  by  an  open  defile,  having  the  western  shoulder  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  on  one  side,  and  the  lofty  range  of  Tejeda 
on  the  other.  The  primary  slate  which  forms  the  base 
is  seen  in  a  few  spots  near  Tablarte.  There  are  indurated 
marly  limestones,  and  other  features  of  the  country,  in 
this  part,  and  the  lower  parts  have  been  filled  with  vast 
deposits  of  transported  ruin,  which  have  been  in  their 
turn  excavated  by  the  torrents  that  descend  from  the 
Alpine  region  above,  and  form  magnificent  barrancos  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Durcal.  The  deposits  in  these 
ravines  bear  evidence  of  having  been  transported  simuK 
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laucously  wilh  the  mass  which  has  been  in  motion  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  Vega,  and  other  operations 
of  the  uplands  above  it.     It  extends  nearly  to  the  preci- 
pitous ridge,  or  puerto,  which  conducts  to  the  secondary 
Tallies  on  the  southside  of  the  Sierra  as  before  mentioned. 
The  recapitulation  of  this  series  ascending,  gives  the 
mica  slate  and  serpentine   of  the  central  range;    the 
limestone  resting  on  the  mica  slate   and  in  immediate 
contact  with  it;  the  secondary  limestone  of  the  Sierra  dc 
Elvira;  the  gypsiferous  marles  of  La  Mala,  probably  the 
older  of  the  recent  series ;  the  conglomerate  of  Gra- 
nada, and  the  formation  of  the  Vega;  the  tertiary  marine 
deposite  of  Escuzar,  and  the  lacustrine  formation  of 
Alhama,  presumed  to  be  the  youngest  of  this  series,  if 
the  recent  peaty  formation  of  Padul  be  not  considered  to 
deserve  a  place  aniomgst  them.     This  will  be  made  more 
clear  by  the  accompanying  sketch. 

ENVIRONS    OF    GRANADA. 


a.  Primary  range  of  Sierra  Nevada  of 

Mica  Slate  etc. 

b.  Serpentine  of  barranco  de  San  Jaan. 

c.  Lime»lone  of  older  scries. 
*.  Cx)ngloracrateof  Cironada. 

D.  Geological  position  of  the  Ammo- 
nilic  limestone  ofSierra  de  Llvira. 
G.  City  of  Granada. 


r.  Vega,  clay,  aand,  Marie. 

f.  Horizontal  beds  of  recent  sandstone. 

g,  Gypsiferous  and  Solifcroas  Maries. 
£.  Escuiar  village. 

k.  Recent  marine  formation  will*  pec- 
tens  etc 
A.  Alhama. 
f.  Lacustrine  formation  of  Alhama. 
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There  are  besides  these,  a  mass  of  marly  limestone 
above  Viznar  to  the  south  east  of  the  city,  whence  issue 
the  beautiful  springs  which  supply  the  city,  and  a  co- 
pious deposition  of  carbonate  of  lime  proceeding  from 
them.  A  similar  deposit,  but  of  much  greater  beamy,  is 
formed  at  Lanjaron,  on  the  oppositesideof  the  mountain. 
See  the  account  of  marble.     There  is  a  formation  at  Monle 
Frio,  which  I  have  been   informed  contains  shells.     Jt 
is  very  probably  similar  to  that  of  Escuzar,  but  I  had  not 
time  to  visit  it.     It  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Veg^a, 
three  leagues  from  Loxa.     The  limestone  seen  on  the 
right  of  the  road  to  Guadix,  which  appears  lo  be  a  part 
of  the  same  formation  as  that  of  Viznar,  require  exami- 
nation, and  amongst  other  desiderata  of  the  geology  of 
Granada,  it  would  be  adviseable  to  carry  a  section  from 
the  point  mentioned  of  the  junction  of  the  primary  lo 
the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  and  through  the  secondary  strata 
to  the  marles  which  cover  it,  on  the  side  of  the  Guadal- 
quivir. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Vega  of  Granada  is 
a  mass  of  transported  materials  and  ruin  of  former 
rocks.  It  extends  some  distance  on  the  road  to  GuaJix, 
and  at  its  termination  the  mica  slate  may  be  seen  in  a 
spot,  the  only  one  I  saw  on  that  side  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  primary  is  shown  under  the  recent  strata. 

After  this  is  a  gorge  or  barranco  in  the  limestone,  no 
doubt  of  the  secondary  formation,  which  terminates  in  a 
long  promontory,  running  out  into  a  vast  sea  of  sand 
and  transported  materials,  extending,  with  a  flat  surface 
worn  into  innumerable  hillocks  and  ravines,  to  tiie  foot 
of  the  Sierra  de  Filabres,  which  is  tlie  casicrn  continua- 
tion of  the  Sierra  Nevada.  The  city  of  Guadix  stands  on 
this  formation,  which  is  hollowed  into  numerous  habi- 
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tations  in  the  vicinity.  The  Sierra  de  Baza,  which 
seems  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  Sierra  de  Segura,  rises 
through  this  recent  formation,  and  separates  it  from  the 
basin  of  Baza,  ^vhich  contains  a  lacustrine  formation, 
observed  and  described  by  Colonel  Silvertop.  The  for- 
mation at  the  eastward  of  the  basin  of  Baza,  after 
crossing  the  Guadiana,  which  is  the  eastern  feeder  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  is  of  gypsiferous  loose  sand  stone  andap 
pears  to  rest  on  the  Sierra  de  Segura.  The  formation 
of  sand  and  detritus  which  has  been  followed  from  beyond 
Granada,  to  Guadix  and  Baza,  probably  supports  the 
lacustrine  formation  of  the  latter  place,  and  it  is  conti- 
nued towards  Murcia  and  the  vale  of  Lorca,  on  the  south 
east.  To  the  south,  from  corresponding  observations 
made  in  different  places^  though  I  cannot  aver  it  to  be 
the  case,  not  having  actually  traversed  it,  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  it  extends  uninterruptedly  to  the 
delta  of  the  Almauzora,  where  there  is  a  wide  tract, 
exactly  of  the  same  description,  resting  on  one  side,  upon 
the  range  which  divides  the  vale  of  that  river  from  that  of  the 
Lorca  in  Murcia.  On  the  other  side  ofthisvale  of  the  Al- 
manzorait  reposes  on  the  primary  range  of  the  Sierra  de 
Macael,  where  are  the  marble  quarries,  which  is  part  of 
the  Sierra  de  Filabres.  On  its  northern  side,  to  the 
right  of  the  Almanzora,  it  is  tolerably  level,  but  towards 
Murcia,  it  is  heaped  up,  and  has  been  worn  into  innu- 
merable hillocks,  or  hummocks,  as  termed  at  sea.  In 
this  part  it  contains  lignite*  and  gypsum,  but  is  es- 
sentially composed  of  reddish  sand,  giving  the  pe- 
culiar African  characlcr  to  this  interesting  region.     Near 

*  I  am  indcbled  for  Ihe  informalion  of  thi*  liguilc,  which  is  near  Cn«  as  de  Baxf , 
and  which  I  did  nol  see,  lo  Mr.  Lambcrl,  F.  (T.  S.,  who  visilcd  it  officially,  bul  it  wai 
fuuiid  uwfit  for  any  rcoiiDinicul  purpose. 
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a  Tillage  called  Cantoria,  close  to  Purchena,  the  pri- 
mary rocks  are  nearly  uncovered  on  bolh  sides  of  the 
stream,  but  only  for  a  short  distance,  leaving  the  water 
course  open  between  them,  and  with  the  very  small  in- 
tervals mentioned  in  this  sketch,  I  have  traced  this  for- 
mation, which  may  be  termed  the  Granada  detritus, 
and  which  is  mainly  composed  of  sand,  from  the  sea  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Almanzora,  by  Purchena,  Baza,  Guadix, 
Granada,  Padul,  and  Tablarte,  almost  to  the  sea  again 
at  Motril,  thus  forming  a  nearly  uninterrupted  stream 
around  the  Sierra  Nevada.  An  extensive  deposition,  of 
exactly  the  same  nature,  is  also  seen  in  ascending  the 
great  river  of  Almeria,  to  Tabemas.  In  this  last  line,  it 
forms  perpendicular  walls,  of  several  hundred  feet  in 
height,  worn  by  the  torrents.  There  is  some  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Sierra  de  Filabres  is  entirely  detached 
from  the  principal  chain,  and  that  it  is  covered  by  more 
recent  formations,  in  the  line  between  Guadix  and  Al- 
meria^ but  1  cannot  assert  that  it  is  so,  sot  having  cros- 
sed it  in  that  direction.  Amongst  the  rocks  which  com- 
pose it,  are  mica  slate,  and  granular  limestone,  the  latter 
rock  resting  on  the  mica  slate.  It  may  be  observed, 
that  the  name  of  nummulite  limestone,  given  in  the  ac- 
counts of  (he  neighbourhood  of  Granada  at  the  geologi- 
cal society,  is  not  used  here.  The  term,  I  have  unders- 
tood, was  given  provisorily,  and  certainly  there  is  no 
formation  in  that  neighbourhood  to  which  it  applies. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  secondary  limestone  of  the  general 
chain  that  has  received  this  appellation.  The  nummulite 
rock  which  gave  the  name,  is,  I  understood  from  Colonel 
Silvertop,  at  Velez  Rubio  in  Murcia,  which  place  I  did 
not  visit.  It  may  be  a  member  of  the  secondary  series, 
but  is  much  more  probably  of  the  tertiary,  or  more  rc- 
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cent  epoch.  I  neyer  met  with  it  in  any  part  near  Gra- 
nada. The  relations  of  this  nummulite  rock  are  not  yet 
established,  and  it  would  only  lead  to  error,  to  consider  it 
identified  with  the  Tast  mass  of  secondary  limestone 
which  plays  so  important  a  part  in  Spanish  geology^  and 
to  which  it  is  almost  certainly  superposed. 

ENVIRONS   OP    MALAGA. 

The  territory  of  Malaga  is  principally  of  red  sand- 
stone, crossed  by  bands  of  grey  limestone.  The  sand- 
stone, appears,  on  the  whole,  to  occupy  the  lower  place, 
although,  after  much  examination,  I  cannot  affirm  that 
it  does  so.  Traces  of  coal  have  been  discovered  at  a  place 
about  three  leagues  to  the  west^  where  a  small  seam  is 
associated  with  grits  of  various  kinds,  similar  to  the 
beds  usually  found  with  regular  coal. 

The  understructure  of  the  district  is  compact  blue 
slate,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  sea  close  to  the  town, 
and  in  a  barranco  to  the  east.  This  slate  is  extremely 
like  that  which  underlies  Monserrat  in  Catalonia.  In 
pursuing  the  royal  road  to  Antequera,  a  variety  of  pri- 
mary rocks  shew  themselves,  which  are  covered  by  tlye 
sandstone,  its  grits,  and  limestone.  At  the  base  of  the 
lofty  Puerto,  which  is  passed  to  arrive  at  Antequera,  is 
red  sandstone.  The  Puerto  itself  is  a  magnificent  ridge, 
which  is  formed  by  mural  precipices,  exactly  similar  to 
those  of  the  Breche  de  Roland,  in  the  Pyrennees,  and 
of  a  limestone  very  like  it,  appears  to  rest  on  this  sand- 
stone, but  it  was  too  much  covered  to  enable  me  to  see 
the  junction.  On  the  Antequera  side  is  a  wide  plain  of 
saliferous  marie  or  clay,  which  rests  on  this  secondary 
chain,  and  extends^  with  little  interruption,  to  the  Gua- 
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dalquivir.  The  chain  of  Eslepa,  which  is  mentioned 
before,  and  which  I  beheve  lo  be  formed  of  primary 
limestone^  is  an  abulment  or  continuation  of  a  ehahi 
commencing  at  Antequera  which  runs  in  a  rectangular 
direction  to  the  secondary  limestone,  but  the  state  of 
the  country,  latterly,  made  it  impossible  to  carry  on 
observations  in  that  vicinity.  A  tertiary,  or  recent 
deposit,  is  observed  near  Malaga,  but  it  will  be  subse- 
quently mentioned,  in  the  general  coast  outline,  in 
which  It  will  be  more  clearly  brought  under  view. 

To  the  west  of  Malaga,  after  crossing  tlie  Vega  and 
the  great  river,  a  bold  Sierra  presents  ilself,  which  is  of 
blue  limestone,  and  running  in  a  semicircular  direction, 
forms  part  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda,  closing  in  the  Vega 
at  its  western  end,  where  serpentine  or  greenstone  comes 
through  it.  On  the  coast  side  it  leaves  a  narrow  pass 
where  the  substructure  is  seen,  composed  of  primary 
granular  limestone  and  mica  slate.  In  the  sea,  near 
Frangirola,  are  appearances  of  members  of  the  sand- 
stone formation  similar  to  those  of  the  interior.  They 
are  now  isolated  and  crumbling  with  the  ceaseless  ef- 
forts of  the  ocean,  which  will  no  doubt  cause  them, 
at  no  distant  period,  to  disappear.  At  Marbella,  the 
primary  formation  rises  to  a  considerable  height,  when 
it  breaks  olf,  and  is  succeeded  at  once  by  red  sandstone 
which,  with  bands  of  grey  limestone  crossing  it,  is  con- 
tinued, without  interruption,  round  the  western  end  of 
Andalusia,  and  to  the  great  plain,  which  we  shall  desi- 
gnate as  lower  Andalusia. 

The  tract  enclosed  between  this  plain  and  the  Medi- 
terranean, is  that  termed  llie  Serrania  de  Ronda.  From 
observation,  and  some  scanty  information  I  have  ob- 
tained, I  believe  this  mass  to  be  composed  almost  en- 
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tirely  of  sandstone  and  secondary  limestone,  with  indu- 
rated  marles,  resting  on  serpentine  and  otherrocks,  which 
are  seen  on  the  southernside  of  it.  A  line  followed  from 
Marbella*  to  Ronda,  which  I  had  not  time  to  make, 
would  probably  throw  light  on  this  district.  About  the 
centre  is  a  magnificent  range,  the  highest  peak  of  which 
is  named  St.*Cristobal  in  the  country,  but  by  seamen  is 
known  as  the  Moor's  head,  which  is  a  landmark  in  the 
Atlantic,  and  might  be  one  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  am 
ignorant  what  the  upper  part  of  this  range  is  composed 
of,  but  it  appears  to  be  limestone,  and  it  has  been  said 
to  be  primary. 

The  rock  or  Pcnon  of  Gibraltar  is  a  mass  of  grey 
limestone,  exactly  similar  to  that  forming  the  secondary 
chain,  and  which  we  have  traced,  almost  uninterrup- 
tedly, from  the  frontiers  of  Aragon,  and  which  varies 
only  in  colour  in  different  situations.  A  few  fossils  have 
lately  been  found  in  the  mass  of  the  limestone,  and  as 
the  attention  of  the  officers  of  engineers  has  now  been 
called  to  the  preservation  of  them,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
there  may  be  collected  data,  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
age  of  this  limestone.  Those  hitherto  found  are  tere- 
bratula;;  a  magnificent  univalve,  probably  a  terebra; 
patella ;  fissarclla?  At  the  south  end  of  the  rock  are  in- 
dications which  I  have  generally  seen  to  accompany  the 
vicinity  of  the  primary  of  this  formation*  They  may 
be  seen  on  the  road  to  Europa  point,  in  ascending  from 
Rosea.  There  are  stalactites,  stalagmites,  and  conglo- 
merates, with  osseous  breccia,  in  abundance,  the  former 
being  common  in  this  formation  every  where.     A  cu- 


*   I  v««  inrltbleUfor  assistance  in  obtaining  Ihosc  fossils  to  Dr.  FarrcU  and  CoIoii«l 
Ikrding  P..  I, 
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rious  specimen  is  in  possession  of  an  officer  of  the  naval 
arsenal^  a  mass  of  bones  and  skeletons  of  birds,  chiefly 
of  the  gull  species,  which  are  covered  with  a  thin  sta- 
lagmite, leaving  the  forms  quite  perfect.  At  the  east 
side  of  the  rock  is  a  quantity  of  drift  sand,  thrown  up 
from  a  great  distance  by  the  furious  swirls  of  the  Levant 
winds,  from  the  sandy  isthmus,  and  lodged  against  the 
limestone,  which  only  requires  a  cementing  liquid  to 
form  a  compact  sandstone.  The  neighbourhood  of 
St.-Roque  is  covered  by  a  recent  mai  ine  deposit,  which 
is  mentioned  in  the  coast  line.  The  sandstone  and 
limestone  appear  to  extend  beyond  the  straits,  and  to 
be  carried,  according  to  information  I  have  received,  far 
into  Africa. 

LOWER    ANDALUSIA. 

Vast  beds  of  clay  and  marie  appear  to  cover  the 
sandstone  and  limestone  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda; 
and  form  the  territory  of  Xeres,  and  the  greater  part  of 
what  may  be  termed,]  lower  or  western  Andalusia.  At 
Xeres  and  the  vicinity,  it  is  covered  by  a  marine  forma- 
tion, exactly  identical  with  that  of  the  coast.  At  Vejer, 
between  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz,  is  a  similar  formation  to 
that  traced  along  the  coast,  and  no  doubt  contempo- 
raneous with  it.  Here  it  is  in  thin  beds,  with  a  dip 
from  the  sea.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the 
same  formation  is  found  at  Medina  Sidonia,  and  Arcos. 
Near  the  former  are  beds  which  supply  the  best  mill 
stones  in  the  south  of  Spain.  I  have  never  seen  them, 
but  from  the  description  they  ought  to  belong  to  the 
sandstone. 

At  Alcala  de  Guadaira  and  Carmona,  the  marine  for- 
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mation  is  of  great  extent,  and  considerable  elevation, 
especially  at  Carmona,  where  it  rises  above  the  plain  to 
some  hundred  feet.  At  the  Molino  de  los  Carluxos,  a 
mill  upon  the  Guadaira,  at  a  short  distance  above  Alcala, 
I  found  the  marine  deposit  resting^  on  a  stratum  of  blue 
clay,  in  which  were  pectens,  shewing  what  1  have  no 
doubt  is  the  regular  position.  I  had  sought  in  vain,  pre- 
viously, for  a  direct  junction,  or  any  organic  remains, 
in  this  vast  deposit  of  clay,  in  which  at  Xeres  they  have 
pierced  to  a  very  great  depth,  in  search  for  water,  without 
getting  through  it.  The  marine  deposit  extends  far 
inland.  At  Villa  Nueva  del  Rio,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Guadalquivir,  it  covers  the  sandstone  and  coal 
formation,  and  1  have  seen  something  which  resembles 
it  ill  the  bed  of  the  Guadalquivir,  between  Cordova  and 
Andujar,  which'  requires  examination.  Near  Andujar 
pectens  were  found  in  a  stratum  of  clay  and  were  sent 
to  Madrid  by  a  nobleman  residing  at  Andujar,  who 
communicated  to*  me  his  observations  *.  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever,  that  it  is  the  same  formation  extending 
by  the  course  of  the  Guadalquivir  and  covered  by  its 
alluvions  in  great  part.  I  saw  nothing  of  this  formation 
further  up  than  Andujar,  where  1  crossed  the  line  of  it, 
but  it  is  of  great  interest  in  the  geology  of  Spain.  This 
marine  formation  of  Carmona  and  Alcala  de  Guadaira  or 
of  los  Panaderos,  is  a  rough  crag,  formed  chiefly  of 
marine  exuviae,  and  is  loose  and  friable.  The  curious 
aqueduct  of  the  Moors,  which  supplies  Seville  with 
beautiful  water  from  this  same  formation,  is  driven 
through  it,  and  passes  underneath  the  town  of  Alcala, 
where  there  is  a  subterraneous  mill  worked  by  the  stream 

*  1  was  indebted  for  the  first   infonnation  respecting  thb  interesting  deposit  of 
Andajar  to  Prorcssor  Galicrrez  of  Madrid,  and  General  Zareo  Valle. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SKETCHES  IN  SPAIN.  519 

in  its  passage.     On  approaching;  the  Guadalquivir  it  is 
covered  by  the  diluvions  of  the  river.     At  Cadiz  and  in 
the  neighbourhood,}  there  is  a  crag,  apparently  much 
more  recent,   with  oysters,  of .  which  the  walls  of  the 
city  are  built.     On  the  north  side  of  the  Guadalquivir 
opposite  to  Seville,  are  beds  of  clay,  apparently  the  same 
as  those  of  the  Xeresano,  etc.,  and  which  most  proba- 
bly rest  on  the  primary  rock  of  the  Sierra-Morena,  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  city.     Higher  up  the  river,  at 
about  thirty  miles  from  Seville,  is  the  sandstone  and 
coal  formation  of  Villanueva  del  Rio,  which  contains 
grits  and  the  usual  accompaniments  of  coal  strata.     It 
is  associated  with  a  formation  of  red  sandstone,  to  which 
it  no  doubt  belongs,  which  rests  on  the  primary  forma- 
tion of  the  Sierra  Morena.     1  saw  the  junction  on  the 
road  to  Cazalla,  after  crossing  the  river  at  Cantillana. 
Above  the  coal  formation  is  a  patch  of  the  tertiary  ma- 
rine formation  whichvis  burnt  for  lime.     There  is  every 
probability  that  this  mass  of  carboniferous  sandstone  on 
the  right  of  the  Guadalquivir,  which  rests  on  the  pri- 
mary formations  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  is  covered  by 
a  capping  of  recent  marine  formation,  is  a  part  of  ,lhe 
sandstone  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda,  opposite  to  it,  and 
from  which  it  is  separated  by    the   overlying  beds  of 
clay  and  marine  formation  of  Carmona  and  Alcala,  and 
the  yet   more   recent  diluvions  of  the   Guadalquivir. 
The  section  of  lower  Andalusia  will  be  more  intelligible 
by  the  help  of  the  accompanying  sketch. 

The  secondary  limestone  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda 
is  seen  at  Moron,  nine  leagues  from  Seville,  where  it  is 
of  a  blood  red,  and  is  quarried  as  an  ornamental  mar- 
ble. I  have  seen  a  slab  which  contained  nautili  of  a 
large  size. 
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THE  COAST  OF  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

The  observations  hitherto  made^  g^iye  a  general  out- 
line of  the  formations  which  compose  considerable  por- 
tions of  the  internal  structure  of  Spain.  To  make  the 
remaining  part  more  clear  it  will  be  better  to  take  the 
coast  line,  from  Valencia  to  the  western  extremity^of  the 
Peninsula,  which  I  have  followed  in  nearly  all  its  length. 
The  reason  of  this  arrangement  is^  that  it  will  condense, 
and  bring  under  one  view  many  details  v^^hich  seem  to 
bear  on  the  same  point,  and  will  obviate  much  repe- 
tition, and  that  these  sections  offer  some  of  the  more 
remarkable  features  of  the  geology  of  an  almost  unknown 
country. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  observing  in  detail,  the  eastern 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  From  the  Ebro  to 
the  west  is  a  long  and  almost  uninterrupted  flat,  between 
the  great  secondary  chain  and  the  sea,  which  is  highly 
cultivated.  There  is  reason  to  suppose  it  is  of  the  same 
character  as  the  coast  line  further  west,  but  I  have  no 
correct  information  on  this  subject. 

The  Huerta,  or  plain,  of  Valencia^  which  is  compo- 
sed of  alluvions  and  transported  materials,  is  bounded 
to  the  west  by  the  great  secondary  chain  of  the  Sierra 
de  Cuenca,  and  Segura,  which  ends  abruptly  in  the  sea  at 
Cape  St.-Martin^  forming  bold  and  magnificent  cliffs. 
In  approaching  Alicante  are  masses  of  white  indureted 
.marie,  at  the  base  of  which  near  Xixona  is  gypsiferous 
marie,  and  on  the  coast  a  variety  of  recent  marine  for- 
mations, containing  pectens,  oysters,  Venus,  pectuncula 
and  many  other  recent  fossils.  These  beds  are  in  va- 
rious forms  and  positions.     The  castle  hill  is  formed  of 
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them,  and  associated  with  them  is  marie,  and  a  thin 
bedof  nummolitesy  to  the  north  of  the  town.  In  pro- 
ceeding to  the  west  along  the  shore^  white  marie  is  seen 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Segura,  in  which  are  various  re- 
cent shells.  Torre  Yieja,  the  scene  of  the  earth  quake, 
stands  on  a  solid  rock  of  indurated  marie,  which  dips 
into  the  sea,  and  appears  of  receat  formation.  The 
country  inland,  to  the  foot  of  the  secondary  range  at 
Orihuela,  is  of  marie,  but  I  saw  no  organic  remains. 
Through  this  formation  was  the  line  of  the  earth  quake, 
on  which  almost  every  building  was  levelled,  but  the 
surface  wasscarcely  disturbed,  and  has  reverted  to  its  ori- 
ginal state.  The  vale,  or  huerta^  of  Murda  in  the  course 
of  the  Segura,  is  between  a  range  of  the  secondary  limes- 
tone, and  another  more  recent  fonnation.  Greenstone 
is  seen  on  both  sides  the  valley,  especially  near  the  curious 
isolated  Monte  Agudo,  of  which  the  base  is  that  rock, 
and  the  apex  limestone.  This  yalley  has  be^i  the  scene 
of  earthquakes  in  modern  times,  especially  in  its  western 
side,  where  there  are  signs  of  much  disturbance.  The 
chain  between  the  Segurt  and  the  sea,  to  the  south,  is 
a  masss  of  sandstone  and  conglomerates  with  marie  on 
the  outer  flank.  Between  this  and  Cartagena  is  a  flat 
plain,  covered  by  alluvions.  An  excellent  section  ef 
the  range  to  the  right  of  the  Segura.  is  seen  by  fol- 
lowing a  barranco  a  few  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Mur- 
cia.  It  exhibited  merles  and  recent  sandstones,  the 
boldest  feature  being  a  mass  of  conglomerate,  of  blood 
red,  which  forms  a  noble  cliff  of  considerable  height. 
I  followed  it  quite  through  the  range,  until  I  came  to 
beds  of  marie  etc.  I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  is  part  of  the  series  of  the  recent  formations, 
which  ought  to  rest  on  the  secondary  limestone  of  the 
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opposite  siJe  of  the  valley  of  the  Segura.  I  saw  no  traces 
of  fossik  in  any  of  the  various  beds^  but  they  would 
certainly  pay  tEe  examination  of  any  one  ,who  might 
have  leisure  for  the  purpose. 

The  town  of  Cartagena  is  situated  at  the  termination 
of  a  bay   or  indenture  of  the  limestone,  which  forms 
bold  cliffs  to  the  east  and  w*est.  .  To  the  east  ward  they 
soon  edd  in  the  low  land  of  Cape  Palos,  which  appears 
to  be  the  continuation  of  that  of  Torre  Yieja  and  the 
Alicante  coast.     Oulside  the  town  of  Cartagena,  asso- 
ciated with  thin  beds  of  sandstone,  are  beds  of  trachyte, 
which  run  in  a   direction  to  the  Volcanic  district  of 
Almazarron,  on   the  flanks  of  the   mass  of  limestone 
which  lies  to  the  west  of  Cartagena.     Along  the  inland 
flanks  of  this  range,  associated  with  the  trachyte,  further 
to  the  west,  is  a  recent  marine  formation,  which  extends 
to  near  Almazarron,  which   is  seven   leagues    distant 
irom  Cartagena.     Almazarron  bears  the  strongest  marks 
of  having  been  the  scene  of  volcanic  action.     There  are 
masses  of  trachyte,  and  volcanic  conglomerate,  of  which 
there  is  a  bold  cerro  of  considerable  height,  and  the 
curious  alumiferous  rock  of  St.-Cristobal,  which  has 
been  v^rrought  for  many  ages.     These  are  associated  with 
a  porphyritic   rock  of  blood  red,  with  primary  slates, 
and  a  recent  marine  formation  inland  of  it.     To  the 
west  b  a  vast  mass  of  trachyte,  followed  by  more  recent 
beds,  and  the  line  is  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  bold  and 
lofty  and  most  remarkable  primary  chain,  called   the 
Lomo  de  Vaca,  cow's  back,  from  its  precipitous  ridge. 
It  is  in  this  ridge  or  its  branches  that  it  .appears  pro- 
bable were  the  celebrated  mines  of  the  Carthaginians, 
of  which  all  trace  has  been  lost.     This  range  has  on 
cither  flank,  beds  of  marles  and  other  recent  formations, 
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of  small  extent*  and  ends  precipitously  in  the  sea  between 
Almazarron  and  Aguilas,  a  small  town  on  the  coast. 
The  castle  of  the  latter  place  occupies  a  .promontory  of 
secondary  limestone,  to  the  east  of  which  are  two  others 
quite  detached  from  each  other,  and  on  the  coast  Ime, 
upon  the  flank  of  the  Lomo  de  Yaca^  forming  an  interest- 
ing feature  xb  this  part  of  the  country.  The  slate  is 
close  to  the  town  of  Aguilas,  on  which  this  limestone 
no  doubt  rests.  Aguilas  stands  an  a  small  semicircular 
plain  round  which  the  primary  continuation  of  the 
Lomo  de  Yaca  would  appear  to  sweep,  closing  in  the 
western  end,  where  it  forms  a  vast  mass  of  black  slates, 
much  contorted,  running  to  the  east  and  west,  over 
which,  as  I  ascertained  from  the  fallen  masses,  there  is 
a  capping  of  recent  marine  exuvice,  forming  a  compact 
mass,  and  rising  to  a  considerable  height.  This 
range  ia  termed  Sierra  de  Almagro.  The  plain  of 
Aguilas  is  primary,  as  shown  in  places,  and  is  co- 
vered by  transported  matcri&ls  and  other  recent 
formations,  and  in  one  place  is  a  curious  conglomerate 
of  unrolled  primary  fragments.  There  is  also  marfe 
with  oysters^  and  pectens;  the  whole  at  a  moderate 
elevation  above  the  sea.  After  passing  the  Sierra  de 
Almagro,  which  closes  in  the  westenr  end  of  the  plain, 
ihe  vast  delta  of  the  Almauzora  is  met  with,  which 
exactly  corresponds  with  the  Yega  of  Granada,  and  the 
plain  of  Guadix.  As  it  has  already  been  described,  it 
requires  no  further  mention.  My  route  now  left  the 
coast,  which  I  revisited  at  Almeria,  after  crossing  the 
primary  Sierra  de  Filabres,  and  descending  from  Taber- 
nas,  by  a  tract  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Almanzora,  also  mentioned  above. 
Almeria  is  situated  in  a  nook,  at  the  foot  of  the  secoii- 
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dary  chain  which  covera  the  soulh  east  flank  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada.  The  immediate  rocks  are  however  more 
recen  I*  There  is  a  ferruginous  sand,  containing  pectens 
and  balani,  associated  with  white  marie;  a  compact 
mass  of  marine  exuvioe,  which  is  quarried,  and  exhibits 
a  solid  mass  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet  thick.  From  it  has 
been  built  the  citadel  of  the  Christians,  which  crowns 
the  summit  of  the  Moorish  fortress  directly  opposite, 
and  was  built  soon  after  the  conquest.  This  rock  also- 
forms  a  revStement^  or  facing,  to  the  older  limestone, 
in  the  precipitous  cliff  along  which  the  road  is  carried, 
proceeding  to  the  westward.  In  a  ravine  behind  the 
citadel  are  indications  of  red  and  purple  sandstone, 
uudemeath  the  limestone.  On  the  summit  of  the  ridge, 
above  this  sandstone,  is  a  bed  of  pectens  in  white  marie. 
To  the  east  of  Almeria  is  a  flat  beach,  with  a  formation 
of  white  indurated  marie  and  conglomerate.  This  ter- 
minates abruptly  in  the;  volcanic  rocks  of  Cape  de  Gatt, 
which  rise  like  a  wall  at  the  extremity  of  it,  and  forms 
a  sort  of  circular  mass,  surrounded  in  great  part  by  the 
sea.  The  state  of  the  country  prevented  my  examining 
this  district  in  deuil,  bat  I  have  heard  that  at  Nijar 
are  traces  of  a  crater*.  To  the  west  of  Almeria ,  after 
passing  the  defile  above  mentioned,  the  plain  called  the 
campo  de  Dallas  opens.  This  is  of  bare  white  indurated 
marie,  forming  a  table,  a  little  elevated  above  the  sea, 
and  gradually  closing  in  at  the  western  end,  where  is 
a  sandy  beach  and  lagoon.  Near  this  lagoon  is  a  bed 
of  oysters  a  little  above  the  sea.  At  Adra  is  found  slate, 
which  seems  to  be  of  the  primary  series.     A  part  of  these 

*  Thete  volcaoic  formalions  of  Capo  de  Gttt  and  Almaiarron,  with  (hat  of  Clot, 
whieh  1  wan  prevonteil  visiting  in  1830,  are  the  only  volcanic  traces  I  am  acquainted, 
with,  in  the  wide  range  covered  by  the*e  obscrratioui. 
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slates  is  covered  by  a  mass  of  tand  and  fragments  of 
rolled  quarlz,  to  which  balani  are  adhering.  This  for- 
mation is  somewhat  different  from  any  I  saw  elsewhere, 
rilhough  probably  of  the  same  age  with  some  of  them. 
It  is  about  half  a  league  from  the  town  on  the  road  to 
Derja,  and  rises  to  an  eleration  of  probably  fonr  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea.  From  Adra  I  again  formed  the  ooast 
line  at  Motril,  about  ten  leagues  to  the  west.  In  this 
part,  the  coast  line  is  formed  alternately  of  primary 
slatesi  covered  by  secondary  lipiestone,  of  which  the 
rock  of  Salobrena  forms  the  largest  mass.  Near  Nerja, 
where  there  is  a  small  elevated  plain^  1  found  recent 
shells  in  marie.  A  sandy  beach  extends  from  Yelez 
Malaga,  and  to  the  west  of  the  river  is  a  bold  mass  of 
recent  marine  formation,  in  which  clypeaster  has  been 
fbund.  It  rises  to  the  height  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
feel  above  the  sea.  To  Malaga  is  seen  sandstone,  and 
limestone,  and  in  places  patches  of  the  same  recent 
marine  formation  above  mentioned,  the  last  of  which  is 
near  the  town,  to  the  east.  To  the  west,  on  the  skirts 
of  the  Vega  of  Malaga,  this  recent  marine  formation  is 
again  seen,  where  it  attains  a  height  of  some  hundred 
feet  bill,  after  a  diligent  search,  I  coud  find  no  fossils. 
It  is  eniirely  of  marine  exuvioe.  I  have  been  informed 
that  oysters  have  been  found  near  Alhaurin,  at  a  cor- 
responding height  on  the  western  side  of  the  Vega, 
which  almost  certainly  belongs  to  it. 

The  coast  line  between  Malaga  and  Gibraltar  is  of 
primary  slates,  and  limestone,  and  sandstone  with  its 
limestone,  covered  in  places,  by  recent  white  marie  rock. 
The  country  at  the  gates  of  Gibralur  is  covered  by  a 
recent  marine  deposit,  previously  mentioned  in  the 
geology  of  Andalusia,  and  which  appears  to  be  identical 
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wiih  that  stated  to  haye  been  traced  by  me  at  Vejer, 
Xeresy  Alcala  de  Guadaira,  Carmona,  YillanueYa  del  Rio, 
near  Seville^  and  up  the  Guadalquivir  to  Andujar.     This 
detail   of  the  coast  line  is  given ,  in  order  to  make  it 
more  clear  at  one  view,  that,  in  the  long  line  from  Va- 
lencia, round  the  coast  of  Gibraltar,  and  across  western 
Andalusia,  along  the  course  of  the  Guadalquivir,  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles  inland  from  the 
present  coast  line,  there  has  been  a  regular  lift  of  the 
coast,  at  a  period  comparatively  recent.     The  formations 
which  suggest  this  observation  rest  sometimes  on  pri- 
mary, but  more  frequently  on  secondary  strata,  and  rise 
to  the  height  of  some  hundred  feet,  the  highest  point 
being  that  where  it  covers  the  slates  of  the  Sierra  de 
Almagro ;  between  Aguilas  and  the  delta  of  the  Alman- 
zora.     If  however  the  marine  formation  of  Granada  be 
hereafter  assigned  to  this  epoch,  as  1  have  little  doubt 
it  will,  it  gives  a  much  more  wide  extent  to  it.     In  ge- 
neral ibis  formation  is  a  crag,  or,  as  at  Almeria,  a  com- 
pact mass    of   marine  particles,   strongly   cemented  to 
gether.     To  the  eye  this  description  of  rock  appears  to 
be  friable,  but  it  is  excessively  tough  to  the  hammer. 
I  saw  the  facility  of  its  cohesion  at  Alicante,  where  the 
convicts  employed  in  quarrying  it  for  the  mole,  were 
making  a  small  road  for  the  convenience  of  working,  by 
breaking  the  fragments  extremely  small,  and  ihrowingsalt 
water  upon  them,  when  with  the  assistance  of  a  burning 
sun,  they  quickly  formed  a  hard  cement.     The  fossils  in 
this  formation  are  not  numerous,  having  no  doubt  been 
destroyed  in  the  compression,  and  they  are  found  both 
above  and  below  the  beds.     At  Almeria  beautiful  pec- 
tens  in  great  numbers  are  in  a  bed,  at  a  considerable, 
height,  and  in  a  corresponding  situation,  further  to  the 
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west,  there  were  appearances  of  them.  The  clypeaster 
is  sometimes  found  in  the  mass  of  rock.  The  oysters 
in  some  instances  are  low  down  in  the  beds,  but  at 
Alcala  de  Guadaira,  there  are  pectens  still  lower,  pas* 
sing  into  the  blue  clay  as  before  noticed.  . 

I  am  not  acquainted  geologically  with  Lisbon  or  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  but  I  haye  strong  reason  for  belieyiDg^ 
that  the  heights  of  Almada,  on  the  left  of  theTagus,  are  of 
a  similar  nature  with  the  recent  marine  formation  of  the 
coasts  of  Andalusia.  The  patches  examined  in  the  neighour- 
hood  of  Nantes  and  mentioned  by  M.  Lyell  in  his  second 
volume,  are  exactly  of  a  similar  description  to  a  great 
part  of  this  widely  spread  mass,  and  the  marine  beds  I 
haye  subsequently  examined  at  Rome,  which  underlie 
the  Tolcanic  formations  and  appear  to  rest  on  blue  clay, 
bear  the  strongest  external  analogy  to  some  parts  of 
them. 

DESIDERATA. 

The  outline  of  the  formations  which  cover  a  great  part 
of  this  region  being  given,  we  M^ill  conclude  by  stating 
what  appear  to  be  some  of  the  principal  desiderata,  in 
order  to  have  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  geology  of 
Spain. 

In  old  Castile  the  beds  of  the  formation  between  Valla- 
dolid  and  Burgos  require  examination,  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  they  be  entirely  marine,  and  what  fossils 
are  to  be  obtained  from  them.  One  only,  of  which  I 
have  lost  the  name,  was  found  by  me  in  some  rock  used 
in  the  public  works  at  Yalladolid.  A  section  across  the 
country  from  Burgos,  in  a  direction  by  Soria,  until  the 
primary  or  older  formation  of  Alhama  de  Aragon  or  of 
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the  Sierra  de  Moncayo  be  met  with,  and  from  Soria  or 
that  neighbourhood  to  the  presumed  lacustrine  formation 
of  the  district  of  Guadalaxara  in  New  Castile.  To  ascer- 
tain whether  any  recent  formations,  besides  the  diluvions 
of  the  lower  part  of  old  Castile,  are  dependant  on  the 
Sierra  de  Gata,  which  is  the  prolongation  of  the  chain  of 
the  Somosierra  and  Guadarrama. 

NORTHERN  PROVINCES. 

To  ascertain  whether  the  section  of  Vittoria  really 
commences  near  the  Ebro,  or  whether  the  sandstone  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Miranda  del  Ebro  belong  to  it,  or 
be  part  of  another  series,  and  the  relations  of  the  lime- 
stone of  Pancorbo  with  the  latter  rocks.     A  section  to 
be  carried  across  the  chain  from  Burgos  to  Santander, 
and  the  ammonitic  remains  mentioned  by  Bowles  as 
existing  near  Reynosa,  to  be  examined.     The  important 
and  difficult  question  to  be  solved,  whether  the  axis  be 
changed  along  the  north  coast,  and  whether,  as  I  believe^ 
the  formation  in  which  the  great  coal  basin  of  Asturias  is 
situated,  be  older  than  the  carboniferous  series  of  Vittoria. 
The  solution  of  this  must  be  sought  either  near  the  pa- 
rallel of  the  bay  of  Santander,  where  the  strata  are  broken 
off,  or  between  that  place  and  Riva  de  Cella.     In  must  be 
sought  in  the  interior^  by  following  the  rivers,  as  I  fear 
the  coast  will  be  of  no  assistance,  being  a  longitudinal 
line. 

A  section  across  the  Puerto  de  Pajares,  between  Oviedo 
and  Leon,  and  an  examination  and  drawings  of  the  gigan- 
tic vegetables,  which  cannot  be  removed,  near  Campo- 
manes,  and  appear  to  belong  to  the  coal  field  of  Asturias. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  beds  on  the  southern  flank 
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of  the  Puerto  de  Pajares,  in  descending^  to  Leon.  The 
chain  which  separates  old  Castile  from  Gaiicia,  and  the 
chain  to  the  western  end  of  Asturias,  between  that  pro- 
vince and  the  primary  formations  of  Coruna  to  be  exa- 
mined. 

NEW  CASTILE. 

The  relations  of  the  gypsiferoos  marles  of  Madrid  with 
those  of  the  red  sandstone,  which  form  the  soil  of  the 
Alcarria,  and  ofthe  district  of  Sacedon  and  Gnadalaxara, 
and  the  important  fact  of  the  extent  of  the  presumed 
fresh  water  formation,  by  c-arrying  a  section  from  Col- 
menar,  by  Arganda,  or  Villarejo,  across  the  Alcarria  to 
Priego,  on  some  point  of  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca,  and  to 
observe  the  situation  of  the  rock  gypsum  above  Tarancon, 
relativdiy  to  the  supposed  fresh  water  limestone,  and  the 
marles  on  which  it  rests.  A  line  carried  across  the 
Sierra  de  Cuenca  to  Valencia,  by  Mignanilla,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  limestone  of  the  upper  formation  above 
the  city  of  Cuenca  lie  entirely  above  the  sandstone,  as  I 
s.uspect  it  to  do,  or  whether  it  alternates,  as  an  opinion  is 
held  in  the  country,  also  to  determine  where  the  central 
axis  of  that  chain  is,  and  of  what  it  is  composed. 

A  line  by  the  plateau  where  theTagus,  Guadalaviar  and 
Xucar  rise,  into  Aragon,  by  Teruel,  and  from  the  Alcar- 
ria, across  by  Molina  de  Aragon  until  the  slates  of 
Alhama  de  Aragon  are  met  with,  and  to  ascertain  what 
the  quartzose  formation  is,  in  which  are  the  copper 
mines,  and  the  shells  in  close  contact  with  it,  at  Molina, 
mentioned  by  Bowles,  and  to  what  formation  these  last 
are  to  be  referred,  and  whether  the  qtiartzose  rock  be,  as 
I  suspect,  a  continuation  of  the  axis  of  Alhama  de  Aragon. 
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This  line  to  be  prolonged  from  Albtma  to  the  Sierra  de 
Moncoyo.  A  line  to  be  carried  from  the  widest  range  of 
•secoudary  and  tertiary  formations  in  lower  La  Mancba, 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cuidad  Real,  until  the  pri* 
mary  of  Eatremadora  shows  the  beginning  of  the  section,* 
quite  through  the  Yaldepe^s  chain  to  Almanza,  where 
the  beds  of  secondary  limestone  are  thrown  up  perpendi- 
cular, Mid  have  the  appearance  of  an  axis,  to  be  continued 
through  Alcoy,  where  the  nummulite  formation  must  be 
examined,  and  from  thence  to  Cape  St«-Martin. 

IN  VALENCIA. 

The  relations  of  the  chain  through  which  the  Ebro 
breaks  to  be  traced  from  that  of  the  Sierra  de  Cuenca 
and  thence  to  be  followed  through  Catalonia,  and  its 
connection,  if  any,  with  the  limestone  and  sandstone  of 
Mont  Perdu  made  out.  A  section  from  Cape  Palos 
through  Murcia  by  the  defile  of  the  village  of  Canarejo 
across  the  secondary  chain  to  the  Sierra  de  Segura  or  until 
the  central  axis  of  it  be  found  in  the  line  of  bearing  from 
Almanza,  or  where  ever  it  be  discovered.  From  thence 
by  the  Sierra  de  Segura  to  Alcaraz.  The  important  point 
of  the  nummulite  limestone  at  Yelez  Rubio  to  be  made 
clear,  and  sections  to  be  taken,  especially  from  that  place 
to  the  Sierra  de  Filabres  and  Lomo  de  Vaca,  or  Sierra  de 
Alm^gro  and  Sierra  de  Huescar.  The  volcanic  formations 
of  Atmazarron  and  Cape  de  Gatt  to  be  examined  in 
detail. 

ANDALUSIA. 

The  limestone  of  the  Sierra  de  Gador  to  be  examined 
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and  its  junction  with  the  formations  of  granular  limestone 
and  other  undoubted  primary  rocks  at  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Derines  on  the  route  to  Cadiar.  Near  Granada 
the  real  position  of  the  great  classes  of  recent  formations, 
the  conglomerate  of  the  city  and  the  dilutions  of  the 
Vega,  the  clay  and  gypsum,  the  marine  formation  of  Es- 
cuzar  and  the  lacustrine  basin  of  Alhama  to  be  positively 
fixed,  whether  they  stand  in  the  relations  supposed  in 
these  sketches.  A  section  carefully  carried  across  the 
Sierra  de  Elvira,  and  the  secondary  chain  to  the  Gua» 
dalquivir  and  the  bed  of  the  river  examined  in  all  its 
length,  from  Andujar  to  Carmona,  to  trace  the  connection 
supposed  to  exist  through  that  line,  especially  between 
Cordova  and  Andujar. 

The  Sierra  Morena  behind  G)rdova  to  be  examined* 
A  line  to  be  carried  from  the  recent  marine  formations 
of  Xeres  across  the  Serrania  de  Ronda  to  Marbella  and  a 
section  from  St.-Cristobal  to  the  marles  of  the  plain  of 
Antequera  on  the  flanks  of  that  elevated  range. 

These  are  the  outlines  of  what  it  appears  adviseable 
should  be  done  in  order  to  have  a  general  knowledge  of 
this  almost  terra  incognita  of  geology  and  the  designation 
of  it  will  facilitate  the  operations  of  those  who  may  have 
leisure  for  a  part  only.  The  whole  of  course  will  require 
time  and  much  labour.  Of  details  it  is  needless  to  say 
they  must  suggest  themselves  every  where,  in  collecting 
local  notices  and  especially  fossile  remains  wherever  they 
are  to  be  obtained. 

It  remains  to  notice  the  soils  of  Spain,  which  are,  as 
may  be  supposed  extremely  varied  under  their  geolo- 
gical bearings.  The  alluvial  soil  of  old  Castile  is  fertile, 
apparently  in  the  middle  degree,  but  much  of  it  is  sandy 
and  not    sufficiently  retentive  of  water.     Near   Villal 
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pando  it  is  excellent,  being  a  tenacious  loain,  whilst 
near  ValladoUid  it  is  a  white  and  unproductive  clajr, 
the  formation  in  that  vicinity  giving  only  in  diflFerent 
soil.  Towards  ihe  primary  chain  it  improves.  In  new 
Castile  there  is  every  variety.  The  dismal  country  of 
Madrid  and  Ocai'a  is  of  the  gypseous  marie,  which  gives 
the  dreary  look  to  the  country  scarcely  differing  in  May 
or  in  December,  whilst  the  limestone  of  Arganda,  etc. 
is  a  light  and  productive  soil  and  the  red  marie  of  Gua- 
dalaxara  and  the  Alcarria,  is  about  the  best  in  Spain 
for  every  purpose.  The  Sierra  Morena  which  is  formed 
of  primary  detritus  cannot  be  excelled  in  beauty  and  na- 
tural fertility,  being  capable  of  every  kind  of  culture. 
The  country  of  Yaldepenas  is  decomposed  limestone  and 
of  excellent  quality  for  all  purposes. 

The  soil  of  Estremadura  especially  near  Merida  is 
primary  detritus,  and  in  the  world  there  is  not  a  more 
beautiful  country,  which  is  now  almost  a  desert.  The 
rich  plain  of  Talavera  and  the  country  near  Toledo 
appear  to  be  of  the  same  quality,  but  near  Toledo  in  some 
parts  there  is  an  excellent  red  marie.  In  upper  Anda- 
lusia the  country  of  Ubeda  formerly  so  celebrated  and 
of  Jaen  is  of  clay,  whilst  Linares  and  the  country  below 
Orcera  and  Segura  de  la  Sierra,  are  red  marie.  The 
rich  vale  of  Andujar  appears  to  be  of  transported  mate- 
rials and  the  dreary  country  from  thence  to  Granada, 
excepting  some  hoyas  or  basins,  as  that  of  Archidona 
which  is  decomposed  limestone  forming  a  mass  of 
great  thickness  is  chiefly  of  the  unfertile  gypseous 
roarles. 

The  celebrated  Vega  of  Granada  is  a  sandy  and  gra- 
velly marie  passing  into  clay  and  is  an  unfertile,  ungra- 
teful soil;  as  is  the  vast  distriet  of  Guadix  and  of  Baza,  to 
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the  sea.  All  this  soil  can  only  b«  nade  prodttciiye  by 
irrigation. 

Lower  Andalusia  is  chiefly  clay  end  bad  marie  only  to 
be  forced  by  irrigation,  none  of  it  being  really  good 
soil,  until  the  red  sandstone  marles  of  the  Serrania  of 
Ronda  appear,  -which  give  the  fertility  to  that  beautiful 
rqfion.  The Tierra  Caliente  or  strip  along  the  mediter* 
ranean  yaries  exceedingly.  In  the  Vega  of  Malaga  now  a 
desert  it  is  naturally  of  surprising  fertility,  and  west  of 
Marbella  is  an  excellent  small  tract  upon  the  sandstone, 
now  quite  uncultivated.  Along  the  coast  near  Velez 
Malaga  there  is  red  marie  like  that  of  Malaga  and  it  is 
equally  fertile.  The  beautiful  sugar  and  cotton  grounds 
are  chiefly  the  deltas  of  the  torrents  and  all  around 
them  is  bare  rock.  Almeria  and  the  campo  de  Dallas 
are  bare  rocks  only  to  be  managed  by  irrigation  and 
the  establishment  of  pantanos  or  reservoirs,  as  is  all 
tbe  country  to  Murcia.  This  vale  owes  its  fertility  to 
the  Moors  by  the  establishment  of  irrigation.  It  is  pro* 
bably  better  soil  than  Valencia  ahd  like  that,  alluvial  or 
transported  materials.  Alicante  resembles  the  country 
further  west  and  requires  only  additional  pantanos  to. 
make  it  a  garden. 

Valencia  is  a  poor  and  ungrateful  soil  which  is  eons- 
tantly  exhausted  and  yields  iu  crops  only  by  forced 
cullivatioB  and  especially  the  use  of  water.  Most  of 
the  country  to  the  Ebro  is  the  detritus  of  limestone 
which  it  thinly  covers.  Catalonia  contains  beautiful 
red  marles  and  tracts  of  white  gypseous  marie  as^ 
dreary  as  any  in  Castile.  Aragon  has  both  unproduc- 
tive gypseous  marles  and  rich  red  marles  as  in  the 
valley  of  the  Xalon.  The  bed  of  the  Ebro  is  of  sand 
and  gravel,  which  with  tbe  irrigation  from  the  canal 
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prove  what  may  be  done,  the  produce  in  a  very  impei*- 
fect  slate  of  agriculture  being  seven  times  the  consump- 
tion in  good  years.     The  northern  provinces  have  the 
soil  principally  from  the  red  sandstone  as  is  that  of  the 
upper  part  of  old  Castile.     If  steps  were  to  be  taken  se- 
riously to  revive  the  agriculture  and  people  the  despc- 
bladoSf  care  should  be  taken  in  selecting  as  commence- 
ments those  parts  where  the  return  will  be  most  rapid 
and  certain.     The  Sierra  Morena,  the  Alcarria,  the  pro- 
vince  of  Toledo,  and  of  Guadalaxara,  the  Vega  of  Ma- 
laga,  and   the   country    between  Gibraltar  and   Cadiz  . 
would  probably  repay  exertion  more  than  any  others 
in  Spain.     In  a  vast  proportion  of  soils,  it  is  a  mere  cal- 
culation of  the  quantity  of  water  which  can  be  bestov^ed 
on  them.      The  gypseous  marles  give   the  white  and 
drear}'   appearance   so    striking  in  many   parts  of  the 
country  and  so  distressing  to   the   traveller  when  the 
glare  of  their  brilliant  sun  induces  the  wearied  eye  to 
court  repose  on  verdure,  which  is  sought  in  vain  in  these 
districts.     These   clays    give  the  peculiar  state  called 
barro  which  is  frequently  mentioned  in  travelling.     In 
the  important  branch  of  springs,  this  arid  country  pros- 
sesses  certainly  the  most  beautiful  waters  in  the  vrorld, 
and^in  the  greatest  abundance.  Attempts  have  been  made 
ia  increase  the  supply  in  some  peaces  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Artesian  system,  unfortunately  without  suc- 
cess, as  it  may  deter  others  from  making  the  attempt. 
The  foot  of  the  limestone  ranges  are  the  most  pro- 
mising localities,  but  in  general  in  these  it  is  not  wanted, 
as  nature  affords  it    in  abundance,  without  the   trou- 
bling of  boring.     The  mining  districts  are  mentioned 
under  that  head,  and  do  not  require  repetition  under 
the  geological  notice.    The  Sierra  Morena  and  range 
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of  the  Sierra  Nevada  are  beyond  question  the  best,  and 
most  likely  to  repay  the  examination  now  g^oing  on  in 
almost  all  parts.  The  veins  in  the  Sierra  Morena  are 
g^enerally  in  a  direction  from  north  to  south  and  are 
perpendicular  in  most  parts.  Those  which  are  sterile 
are  M\cd,  at  least  at  Guadalcanal,  with  quartz. 


ERRATUM. 

Page  405,  line  26,  for  S«n  P»iJ$,  read  Sl.-Paub. 


Note  to  page  24^>  In  the  ascending  series  of  the  Pines,  the  p,  pinta  is  placed  above 
the  Hispanka,  on  aceoont  of  the  iaiitmde  and  elevation  of  ih«  plateau  of  old  Caatile, 
but  it  is  not  meant  to  be  asserted  as  podtively  higher.  Etperimenta  viU  sooo 
prove,  in  England,  their  rclaliTC  hardiness,  it  b  probable  that  in  acloal  lerel  above 
the  sea,  the  Ilispanica  in  the  forest*  yet  remaining,  will,  vhen  the  Icreb  are  taken, 
b«  found  the  highest  of  these  two  qtecics. 
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